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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Departnent of the Navy

Notice of Intent To Prepare an Environnental | npact Statenent for

t he Proposed Acquisition of Lands and Establishnent of Airspace
Contiguous to the Marine Corps Air G ound Conbat Center, Twentynine
Pal ms, CA

AGENCY: Departnent of the Navy, DoD.

ACTI ON: Not i ce.

SUMVARY: Pursuant to section (102)(2)(c) of the National Environnental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U S.C. 4332(2)(c)), as inplenented by the
Council on Environnmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508),
the Departnent of the Navy announces its intent to prepare an
Environnental Inpact Statenent (EIS) to study alternatives for neeting
Mari ne Corps Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) sustained, conbined
arns, live-fire and maneuver training requirenents. The proposed
action

Is to request the withdrawal of federal public |ands, acquire state
and

privately owned | ands, and to seek the establishnent of Special Use
Airspace with the effect of expanding the Marine Corps Air G ound
Conbat Center (MCAGCC), Twentynine Palns, California. The Depart nent
of

the Navy will prepare the EIS in cooperation with the Bureau of Land
Managenent and Federal Aviation Adm nistration.
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DATES. All witten, oral, or telephonic comments regardi ng the scope
of
I ssues that the Departnent of the Navy should consider during EI'S
preparation nust be received before January 31, 2009. Three public
scopi ng neetings have been schedul ed and the neeting | ocations are as
fol |l ows:

1. Decenber 3, 2009, 5 p.m to 9 p.m, Twentynine Pal ns, CA

2. Decenber 4, 2009, 5 p.m to 9 p.m, Victorville, CA

3. Decenber 5, 2009, 5 p.m to 9 p.m, Ontario, CA

ADDRESSES: Witten comments or requests for inclusion on the EI'S
mailing list my be submtted to Project Manager (Attn: M. Joseph
Ross), Box 788104, Bldg 1554, Rm 138, MAGIFTC/ MCAGCC, Twentyni ne
Pal s,
CA 92278-8104. Public neeting | ocations are as follows:

1. Twentynine Pal ns Junior H gh School, Hay's Gym 5798 Ut ah
Trail,
Twent yni ne Pal s, CA;

2. Hlton Garden Inn Victorville, 12603 Mari posa Road,
Victorville,
CA;

3. Convention Center, 2000 E. Convention Center Way, Ontario, CA

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Project Manager (Attn: M. Joseph
Ross), Box 788104, Bldg 1554, Rm 138, MAGIFTC/ MCAGCC, Twentyni ne
Pal s,

CA 92278-8104; phone: 760-830-3764; e-mail: SMBPLMSWEBPAOQ@IsnT. mil .

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON: Each of the three scoping neetings wll
consi st of an informal, open house session with information stations
staffed by Marine Corps representatives. Public coment fornms will be
avai | abl e and gathered at the information stations, and a stenographer
will be available to take oral comments for inclusion in the record.
Details of the neeting |ocations will be announced in | ocal
newspapers.

Addi tional information concerning neeting tines and the proposed
alternatives will be available on the EIS Wb site |located at http://
www. 29pal ns. usnc. m | /| as.

The neetings are designed to solicit input from agencies and the
affected public regarding issues or interests that should be studi ed
or
the reasonable alternatives that should be considered for study to
nmeet
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Mari ne Corps Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) sustained, conbined
arnms, live-fire and maneuver training requirenents. The public is

wel cone to comment orally or by witten comment forns at the neeting;
or, by sending a letter to M. Joe Ross, Project Manager, 29Pal ns
Proposed Trai ni ng Land/ Ai rspace Acqui sition Project, MAGIFTC MCAGCC,
Bl dg 1554, Box 788104, Twentyni ne Pal ns, CA 92278-8104; by an e-nmail
to

SMBPLVBVEBPAO@usnt. m | ; or by voice mail at 760-830-3764.

The EIS will consider alternatives for the proposed acquisition of
training | and and acconpanyi ng Special Use Airspace sufficient to neet
the training requirenents for three MEB battalions, as a G ound Conbat
El enment, and a correspondingly sized Air Conbat Elenent to
si mul t aneously maneuver for 48-72 hours, using conbined-arns and |ive
fire with their supporting Logistics Conbat El emrent and Command
El ement. To neet MEB training requirenents which utilize weapons
systens and platfornms currently and foreseeable in the Marine Corps
I nventory, nore contiguous mlitary range |land and airspace than is
now
avai l able for training anywhere in the United States woul d be required.

The requirenent for MEB training reflects a shift in doctrine that
energed in the 1990s that placed the MEB as the premer fighting force
that woul d be deployed to world crises in the foreseeable future. The
Marine Corps studied |ocations nationwi de that m ght neet the training
requi rements and concl uded that the Sout hwest Regi on
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range conplex is the best |ocation to neet them This study further
determ ned t hat expansion at MCAGCC woul d be necessary to neet the
sustained MEB training requirenent for a three battalion G ound Conbat
El enent to maneuver to a single objective. MCAGCC is the Marine Corps'
service-level training facility for Marine Air G ound Task Force
training, the place through which nearly all Marine Corps units rotate
for training before depl oynent.

The Marine Corps is studying various alternatives to neet MEB
training requirenents at MCAGCC Twentynine Palns, CA At this tine, it
Is anticipated that the EIS will evaluate five action alternatives and
the No Action Alternative. The EIS wll al so consider any ot her
reasonabl e alternatives that are subsequently identified during
scopi ng
or the preparation of the docunent. The Marine Corps will also
eval uat e
opportunities for co-use of the land, as part of the evaluation of
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alternatives. The followng is a summary of the alternatives that are
currently proposed to be studied in the Environnmental |npact Statenent.
Alternative 1 would add approxi mately 188,000 acres to the West of
t he base and approximately 22,000 acres to the South of the base, and
acconpanyi ng Speci al Use Airspace. During a MEB training exercise,
three battalions would begin novenent in a westerly direction from
different starting positions in the current MCAGCC range conpl ex area
and converge on a single objective in the western part of what is
call ed " " Johnson Valley,'' conducting live-fire fromground- and air-
based conbat el enents throughout the training exercise. During non-MVEB
training periods, any newy acquired installation | ands woul d be used
for live-fire, conbined arnms training and other mlitary training of
smaller units. Wth regard to any Special Use Airspace, this
alternative woul d establish Restricted Airspace over the Wstern Area
to accommopdate live-fire fromaviation and surface units. Special Use
Ai rspace over the proposed Sout hern expansion area would need to be
converted fromMIlitary Operational A rspace to Restricted A rspace.
Alternative 2 would add approxi mately 112,000 acres to the West of
t he base, the sane 22,000 acres to the South as in Alternative 1, and
acconpanyi ng Special Use Airspace. During a MEB training exercise,
three battalions would begin novenent in a westerly direction from
different starting positions in the current MCAGCC range conpl ex area
and converge on a single objective in the center of what is called
““Johnson Valley,'' conducting live-fire fromground- and air-based
conbat el enments throughout the training exercise. During non-VEB
training periods, any newy acquired installation |ands woul d be used
for live-fire, conbined arns training and other mlitary training of
smaller units. Wth regard to Special Use Airspace, this alternative
woul d establish Restricted Al rspace over the Western Area to
accomodat e conbined arns live-fire fromaircraft in support of the
G ound Conbat El enment and woul d determ ne whet her the current Speci al
Use Airspace over the proposed Southern expansion area would need to
be
converted fromMIlitary Operational Airspace to Restricted A rspace.
Alternative 3 would add the sanme 22,000 acres of land in the South
as woul d be added in Alternatives 1 and 2 and woul d add approxi mately
228,000 acres to the East of the base. During a MEB training exercise,
two battalions would begin novenent fromstarting positions to the
east
of the MCAGCC current range conplex and travel together in a westerly
di rection before separating for individual novenent once aboard the
current MCAGCC. The third battalion would begin novenent in a westerly
direction froma starting position in the southern portion of the
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current range conplex. Al three battalions would maneuver toward a
single objective in the northwest portion of the current range
conpl ex.
The two battalions that would start in the proposed new areas to the
east would conduct |live-fire fromground- and air-based conbat
el enent s
once aboard the current MCAGCC range conplex, and the third battalion
woul d be able to conduct live fire fromground- and air-based conbat
el ements throughout the training exercise. During non-MEB training
periods, any newly acquired installation |ands to the east would be
used for live small arns fire and other mlitary training of smaller
units, and any newy acquired installation lands in the south would be
used for live-fire, conbined arns training and other mlitary training
of smaller units. In this alternative, it is possible that no
addi ti onal Special Use Airspace would need to be established, or that
any current Special Use Airspace would need to be nodified.
Alternative 4 would add the sane 188,000 acres to the west of the
current installation and approxi mately 22,000 acres to the south of
t he
Installation as are contained in Alternative 1. During a MEB training
exercise, three battalions would begin novenent in an easterly
direction fromdifferent starting positions in what is called
" Johnson
Vall ey'' and assault different objectives in the eastern portion of
t he
current range conplex and in the proposed sout hern expansi on area.
Live-fire training in the western expansion area would be limted to
non- dud produci ng ordnance, w th dud-produci ng ordnance only targeted
within the current range boundary. Non-MEB training events woul d be
subject to the sane restrictions. Wth respect to Special Use
Ai r space,
this alternative would establish Restricted Airspace over the Wstern
and Sout hern Areas to accommodate conbined arns |live-fire from
avi ation
and surface units.
Alternative 5 would add the sane 188,000 acres of land to the west
of the base as in Alternatives 1 and 4. During a MEB training
exerci se,
three battalions woul d begin novenent in an easterly direction from
separate starting positions in "~ Johnson Valley.'' Two battalions
woul d
attack separate objectives in the current range conplex, and the third
battalion would attack the Conbined Arns MIlitary Operations in Urban
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Terrain (CA MOUT) facility in the current range conplex. Live-fire
training in the western expansion area would be imted to non-dud
produci ng ordnance, w th dud-produci ng ordnance only targeted within
the current range boundary. Non-MEB training events woul d be subj ect
to
the sane restrictions. Wth respect to Special Use Airspace, this
alternative woul d establish Restricted Airspace over the Western Area
to acconmopdate conbined arns live-fire fromaviation and surface units.
The No Action Alternative would seek no additional |ands and no
addi ti onal or changes to Special Use Airspace associated with MCAGCC s
current range conplex. During a MEB exercise, the three battalions of
t he ground conbat el enent woul d comrence their operations aboard the
current MCAGCC range conplex in the eastern and central areas of the
base, noving towards a single objective in the northwest corner of the
current MCAGCC, undertaking live-fire and conbined arns actions
t hroughout, except as restrai ned by on-base adm nistrative controls.
The Departnent of the Navy is initiating the scoping process to
Identify comunity interests and |local issues to be addressed in the
El S. Federal, state and | ocal agencies, Native Anerican |Indian Tribes
and interested individuals are encouraged to provide oral and/or
witten comments regarding the scope of the EIS to devel op reasonabl e
alternatives and/or to identify specific issues or topics of
envi ronnent al
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concern that the commenter believes should be consi dered.

The EIS w il evaluate potential environnental effects associ ated
wth action alternatives and the No Action Alternative. Potenti al
I ssues include, but are not limted to: Land use, recreation, energy
devel opnent, air quality, airspace/air traffic, biological resources,
cultural resources, mning/mnerals, socioeconom cs and noi se.

A mailing |ist has been assenbled to facilitate preparation of the
ElIS. Those on this list will receive notices and docunents related to
ElIS preparation. This list includes |ocal, state, and federal agencies
with jurisdiction or other interests in the alternatives. In addition,
the mailing list includes adjacent property owners, affected
muni ci palities, and other interested parties such as conservation and
of f - hi ghway vehicl e organi zati ons. Anyone wi shing to be added to the
mailing |ist may request to be added by contacting the EI'S project
manager at the address provi ded above.

Dat ed: October 24, 2008.
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T.M Cruz,

Li eut enant Commander, Judge Advocate CGenerals Corps, U S. Navy,
Feder al

Regi ster Liaison Oficer.
[ FR Doc. E8-25845 Filed 10-29-08; 8:45 am

Bl LLI NG CCDE 3810- FF-P
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