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PRESS RELEASE #15-007                              July 7, 2015 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MCAGCC TO CONDUCT FIRST LARGE-SCALE EXERCISE IN SHARED USE AREA 

MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER TWENTYNINE PALMS, Calif. — 

Base officials of the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center informed the Bureau of Land 

Management, Monday, on the Marine Corps’ plans to conduct a large-scale exercise 1-30 August 

2016 that will include training in the congressionally established Shared Use Area.  

 In December 2013, Congress authorized the use of the Shared Use Area for military 

training exercises for two 30-day periods annually. The Marine Corps has developed both a 

comprehensive plan for a large-scale exercise of this nature and public outreach and engagement 

methods over the last several years to ensure public understanding of changes in land use.  

 “We have been deliberate in our planning to utilize this new and important resource 

necessary for mission readiness in a venue that can support fully integrated, large-scale training,” 

said Maj. Gen. Lewis A. Craparotta, Combat Center Commanding General. “The planned 

exercises will better test our commanders and their Marines and sailors, while enhancing their 

ability to succeed in future deployments and return home safely. We will return the Shared Use 

Area to the BLM at the end of the one-month training cycle, and are committed to continuing to 

be a good neighbor and steward of these important resources.”   

 For the latest information concerning the land use changes in Johnson Valley, visit:  

http://www.29palms.marines.mil/Staff/G5CommunityPlansPAO/JohnsonValley.aspx or contact 

Combat Center Public Affairs at 760-830-6213 or 

SMBPLMSCOMBATCENTERPAO@usmc.mil. 
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