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USMC Submits Withdrawal Application to Bureau of Land Management

HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS (Aug. 18, 2008) — The Marine Corps submitted a
land withdrawal application to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for approximately
422,000 acres contiguous to Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine
Palms, Calif.

The application is part of an ongoing study by the Marine Corps for possible base
expansion, along with the establishment of corresponding special-use airspace,
necessary to train a Marine Expeditionary Brigade at the Combat Center.

The Marine Corps will be preparing an Environmental Impact Statement that will
analyze the reasonable alternatives for meeting the MEB-training requirement. The
Department of the Navy intends to publish a Notice of Intent to undertake the EIS in
early November and conduct public scoping meetings in early December.

During the EIS analysis period, the Marine Corps will continue to work with
recreational and business stakeholders to include energy companies, the airline
industry and off-road vehicle enthusiasts. The recreational use of this land remains the
same as prior to the withdrawal application.

Together with the BLM and the Federal Aviation Administration, we will study the
best path forward for the Marine Corps to meet its training requirements, while
analyzing and weighing the impact of the various alternatives on natural and socio-
economic resources.
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