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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Battle Color Detachment is on their way to the
Combat Center during their West Coast Installation Tour to

treat Marines, sailors and their families to a world-renowned per-
formance Friday at Lance Corporal Torrey L. Gray Field at 10 a.m.

The Battle Color Detachment features the Marine Corps Drum and
Bugle Corps, also known as “the Commandant’s Own”, the Silent Drill
Platoon and the Marine Corps Color Guard, led by the Color Sergeant of
the Marine Corps, the most senior sergeant’s billet in the Marines who is
responsible for carrying the National Colors.

“This is one of the most popular events of the year,” said Irene A.
Cruse, protocol officer. “The Battle Color Detachment showcases the
talent of the top musicians in the Marine Corps.”

Every year, the Battle Color Detachment travels to multiple military
installations across the world to per-

form for service members and their
families.

“The detachment from the Drum

OLDEST POST 
IN CORPS 
TO VISIT 
COMBAT CENTER See OLDEST, A8

Col. Wes A. Weston, assistant chief of staff, G-4 logistics,
accepts a proclamation from Indian Wells Mayor Mary
Roche Thursday afternoon. The proclamation recognizes
the traditions and accomplishments of Marines at the
Combat Center as well as the Marine Corps.PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Combat Center Marines accept-
ed a proclamation recognizing
the traditions and accomplish-
ments of the Marine Corps
from the Indian Wells City
Council Thursday after-
noon at the Indian Wells
City Council chamber.

“It was a great oppor-

tunity to be able to receive this
proclamation and represent the
Combat Center and the Marine
Corps,” said Col. Wes A. Weston,
assistant chief of staff, G-4 logis-
tics.

Several veterans and supporters
of the Marine Corps, such as
members of the 1st Marine
Division Association’s Desert

Indian Wells awards Marines with proclamation

See AWARDS, A10
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SSeemmppeerrttoooonnss By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf

C.O.P. Corner Community Oriented Policing

Larcenies have always been a
big problem across the U.S.
There has been an increasing
problem of thefts aboard the
base and especially in the bar-
racks, which is an issue we have
to strongly look at and find a
way to address.

Out of the ten larcenies,
almost all of them could have
been prevented or been easier to
solve if the person would have
secured the items properly, kept
receipts of merchandise or
marked or engraved their prop-
erty for identification purposes.
Also ensure that you write down
and keep a record of all serial
numbers and other identifiers of
merchandise and keep that list
in a secure location. Most pawn
shops will not take property that
has engraving markings on
them.

Larcenies aboard MCAGCC
The total number of Marine-related DUI’s
so far this year are 25, through Feb 20.

All of them have lost or will lose their
driving privileges for a minimum of one
year.

For more information on DUI/DWI and
convictions go to:
•http://criminal-law.freeadvice.com/
drunk_driving/califor nia-dui.htm
• http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/ hdbk/
pgs73drinkcostchart.htm

The following services are available to
on-base personnel and residents through
the Crime Prevention Section:

Literature, Briefings, Education, Crime
Assessments, Safety Tips, Stranger Danger
Program, McGruff the Crime Dog, Officer
Friendly Program, Operation Identification
(Property Identification), Child
Identification and Fingerprinting.

For more information about the above
services, contact the PMO Crime
Prevention Section at 830-4561 or 830-
6094.

Here are the stats on how many DUIs/DWIs we have had aboard
MCAGCC and off the installation:

Unit                  Totals  On Base/Off Base Ranks
7th Mar 0 0/0
1/7 0 0/0
2/7 1 0/1 1LCpl
3/7 3 1/2 1LCpl/2Cpl
3/4 1 0/1 1Cpl
3/11 2 0/2 2Cpl         
3rd LAR 1 1/0 1Pvt
1st Tank 2 2/0 1LCpl/1Cpl
3rd AABN 2 2/0 1LCpl/1Cpl
MWSS-374 2 2/0   1Pfc/1LCpl
CLB-7 1 1/0      1Pvt
VMU-1 0 0/0
MCCES 4 4/0 2Pfc/1LCpl/1GySgt
HQBN 5 3/2      2LCpl/3Cpl
Nav Hosp. 0    0/0       
23rd Dental 0             0/0
Other Mil 0 0/0
Mil Dep 0 0/0
DOD Civ 0   0/0
Other 1 1/0 1Sp4
Grand Total 25

DUI / DWI Update

DDOOWWNN

1. Another hospital show
2. Mathematic crime busters!
3. Charlie Sheen is still resorting to

sitcoms
4. Where Superman grew up
6. Doh!
7. Doogie Houser returns
8. The most random cartoon ever
9. How many seasons does it take to

escape from jail?
13. Steve Carrell continues to be

rediculous

AACCRROOSSSS

5. How many hot housewives could
possibly live in the same neighbor-
hood?

10. The twisted world of Papparazzi
11. Total rip-off of X-Men
12. Stranded on an island. How origi-

nal...
14. How many hours are in a day?
15. The skits have gotten worse over

the years, now wonder the writers
quit

16. Always starts with someone dying
17. Talkin’ about karma
18. About a brilliant, heartless doctor

SHOWS AFFECTED BY WRITERS STRIKE
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 www.CrosswordWeaver.com [Solutions on A11]

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other non-
merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. Editorial
content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos,
unless otherwise indicated are Official USMC Photos.
Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office,
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at
(760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation
Post is made with 60-percent recycled paper.

Public Affairs Officer Capt. Neal V. Fisher
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Editor Cpl. Michael S. Cifuentes

Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

MARINE CORPS COMMUNICATION-
ELECTRONICS SCHOOL

“Iwould be
James

Bond in Golden
Eye because he’s

unique and 
different.”

PFC.JAMES HAMILTON

CPL. BRANDON LINDSAY

3RD BATTALION, 4TH

MARINE REGIMENT

“Iwould be any

one of the

three main characters

from Boondock

Saints because they are

splendidly awesome.”

MARINE CORPS COMMUNICATION-
ELECTRONICS SCHOOL, ALPHA COMPANY

“Platoon is my
favorite

movie, so I would
have to be Elias

because he’s a leader
who uses the com-

mon sense approach
when it comes to his

men.”

The proactive voice of crime prevention • Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office, Crime Prevention Section
Information current as of Feb. 20.

Unit Larcenies   
7th Mar 1
1/7 2
2/7 1
3/7 0
3/4 4
3/11 0
3rd LAR 0
1st Tank Bn 0
3rd AABN 0 
MWSS-374 0
CLB-7 2
VMU-1 0
MCCES 0
HQBN 0
NAV HOSP 0            
23rd Dental 0  
Staff Housing 0           
Other 0
Grand Total 10

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the
OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

If you could be any character
in any movie, who would you

be and why?

MASTER SGT. SIMON DORSEY

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps,
under exclusive written contract with the Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center. This commercial enterprise news-
paper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States Government, the DoD, or the United States Marine
Corps. The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts and supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert
Publishing of the services advertised.
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TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY
HHuubbbbaarrdd  SSttrreeeett  DDaannccee
CChhiiccaaggoo
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: McCallum Theatre
for the Performing Arts
73000 Fred Waring Drive
Palm Desert

For more info call 
(760) 340-ARTS

MMOONNDDAAYY

FFoooo  FFiigghhtteerrss
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Cox Arena 
5500 Canyon Crest Drive 
San Diego
For more information call
(619) 594-6947 or (619) 220-
8497

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 365-9633
 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

SSUUNNDDAAYY
TTeerrrryy  FFaattoorr  (Ventriloquist)
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort & Spa
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info
1 (888) MORONGO 

WEDNESDAY
Sweeney Todd 
7 p.m. - R

THURSDAY

First Sunday 
7 p.m. - PG-13

FRIDAY
One Missed Call
6 p.m. - PG-13

The Great Debaters
9 p.m. - PG-13

Alien vs Predator:
Requiem
Midnight - R

SATURDAY 

The Ant Bully 
11 a.m. - PG

The Pirates Who Don’t
Do Anything 
2 p.m. - G

The Bucket List
6 p.m. - PG-13

The Kite Runner
9 p.m. - PG-13

First Sunday
Midnight - PG-13

SUNDAY 

TBA 2 p.m. - G

TBA 6 p.m. - PG-13

TBA 9 p.m. - PG-13

MONDAY

One Missed Call
7 p.m. - PG-13

TUESDAY

Alien vs Predator:
Requiem
7 p.m. - R

Movies for the
upcoming week at
the Sunset Cinema

FFRRIIDDAAYY

LLaarrrryy  tthhee  CCaabbllee  GGuuyy
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino, 84-245 Indio Springs
Pkwy., Indio
For more info call 
(800) 827-2946 

TTOONNIIGGHHTT

SSqquuaarree  DDaannccee  CCllaasssseess
Time: 7-9 p.m.
Where: The Elks Lodge
6501 Elks Trail Dr.
Twentynine Palms
For more info call (760) 367-7061

FFRRIIDDAAYY

““BByyee  BByyee  BBiirrddee”” the musical
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Rd.
Twentynine Palms
For more information call
(760) 361-4151

SSUUNNDDAAYY
TThhee  TThhrriiffttssttoorree  AAllllssttaarrss
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Pappy & Harriet’s
Pioneertown Palace
53688 Pioneertown Road
Pioneertown
For more 
info call 
(760) 365-5956

FFRRIIDDAAYY
FFrreeddddiiee  AAgguuiillaarr
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort & Spa
49500 Seminole Drive
Cabazon
For more info call 
(951) 755-5391

FFRRIIDDAAYY

FFrraannkk  SSiinnaattrraa,, JJrr..
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: McCallum Theatre
for the Performing Arts
73000 Fred Waring Drive
Palm Desert
For more 
info call 
(760) 340-ARTS

 The  
 Coachella Valley 

 Music and 
 Arts Festival 

 is approaching! 

 Don’t wait to purchase tickets for this 3-day 
 concert in Coachella Valley because they’re 
 going fast!  

 Some bands rocking out the Coachella Valley 
 include Portishead, Jack Johnson, Roger 
 Waters of Pink Floyd performing the “Dark 
 Side of the Moon,” Kraftwerk, the Verve, 
 Death Cab for Cutie
 and many, 
 many more.

 For more info visit 
 http://www.coachella.com
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BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL  AANNDD  SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL  TTRRYYOOUUTTSS
Varsity men and women basketball tryouts are ongoing. Varsity
men’s softball tryouts are from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays until further notice. Contact Skip Best at 830-4092
for more information.

MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS  SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPP  
FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN  

The Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation is accepting applica-
tions for academic college scholarships to the children of
Marines and Navy Corpsmen serving with Marines. The Marine
Corps Scholarship Foundation reminds communities across the
country that the deadline for student applications for this year is
March 3. Applicants are urged to visit www.mcsf.org for more
information and requirements, or call 1-800-292-7777.

MMAARRIINNEE  SSEECCUURRIITTYY  GGUUAARRDD  
SSCCRREEEENNIINNGG  TTEEAAMM

The Marine Security Guard screening team is coming to the
Combat Center March 10. The team will screen Marines for
assignment opportunities in building 1707 Classroom C from 8
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. All interested Marines are encouraged to see
their unit career planner for eligibility requirements. For more
information, contact the Combat Center career planner,
Gunnery Sgt. Daniel L. Mintz at 830-6171.

MMOOAAAA  SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPPSS  OONN  BBAASSEE
The Military Officers Association of America is pleased to offer
the Base/Post Scholarships again this year. This MOAA pro-
gram provides grants of $1,000 each to 25 dependent children
of military personnel. MOAA’s immensely successful scholar-
ship grants and zero-interest loans are currently helping over
1,600 uniformed services dependents to meet their college
expenses. The scholarship is part of MOAA’s ongoing effort to
assist young members of military families. For more informa-
tion visit www.moaa.org or call Mandi Rumble at 1-800-234-
6622 x 816.

HOT TOPICS

Dear Salty Sally,
I have heard several times the com-

mand describe the mission to
Afghanistan as being “austere”. What
does that mean?

Thanks,
Wondering, Echo Company

Dear Wondering,
Austere is a description of the condi-

tions that they are likely to encounter.
The dictionary definition for austere is:
severe in manner or appearance;
uncompromising; strict; forbidding.
Synonyms are: BLEAK, SPARTAN,
STARK. All suggests lack of ornament
or adornment and of a feeling of com-
fort or warmth.

Warmly,
Salty Sally

Dear Salty Sally,
I am expecting and am due to have my baby while my hus-

band is deployed. I know the best way to get medical news to
him would be a Red Cross Message, but how do I do that?

Sincerely,
Expecting in MAC

Dear Expecting,
Yes, a Red Cross Message will be the best method to

pass medical information about yourself and other family
members. Also, notify your KV or KVC and she may be
able to pass an e-mail to the company commander
through the Family Readiness Officer. The number to the
American Red Cross is (877) 272-7337. You will need to
provide your name, relationship to the military personnel,
your message, and the name and number of a doctor or
hospital to verify your medical condition. You will also
need to provide the military person’s information; name,
rank, social security number, unit including battalion,
company and platoon, and general location. The more
information you have the more likely of a successful mes-
sage delivery.

Please use discretion with sending Red Cross Messages.
If it is information that your service member does not need
to know or can do nothing about, then think before you
send it. If you have a question about the relevance, then
contact the FRO for guidance.

Sincerely,
Salty Sally

Dear Salty Sally,
I attended the pre-deployment

brief and heard that pre-deploy-
ment leave was only a week long.
Isn’t pre-deployment leave manda-
tory?  Isn’t it supposed to be longer
than a week?  Who decides if leave
is granted and for how long?

Curious Wife

Dear Curious Wife,
Block leave is a command deci-

sion based on different elements
such as time and the status of a
unit’s preparedness. The com-
mander must evaluate the prepared-
ness of the sailors and Marines to
accomplish their mission. The
commander must also decide on
leave based on the constraints of
time available before the deploy-
ment, factoring in the training needs
that NEED to be met. Under nor-
mal conditions time does allow for
some leave time but not always.

Sincerely,
Salty Sally

Dear Salty Sally,
My dad is always going “to the

field”. Where is it and what is he
doing in the field?

A Marine Kid

Dear Marine Kid,
When your dad says he is going

out to the field he is talking about
going out to one of many differ-
ent training areas on the base. The
training areas are out in the desert
but still on the Marine Corps base.
When your dad is out in the field,
he is practicing and training with
the other Marines. The training is
important for your dad so he can
be the best at his job!

Fondly,
Salty Sally

[9^#]9\

South Pacific Sales
Arietta Buckles
P.O. Box 242, Twentynine Palms, CA 92277
E-Mail: ffido@yahoo.com

An open letter from Arietta Buckles to the former patrons, friends, and colleagues of South Pacific Sales

First of all, I want to thank God for this opportunity to express my gratitude and
appreciation toward all the wonderful people that assisted me during the three
years that I ran my little Polynesian gift shop in the Main Exchange. As you know,

we closed up on the first of the year to make way for the new barber shop.
My special thanks go to the Commanding General of MCAGCC, Command

Personnel Manager Daisy Davis, Maggie Jones, Jim Harris, David Cahoon, and Janet
New for their professional business relationship that allowed me to serve our mili-
tary community as a vendor.

South Pacific Sales was more than just a shop for me, it was a special place where
friends, families and fellow vendors could meet and greet one another, share news,

and allow many a homesick Marine and sailor to come to “Auntie Ari” for a sympa-
thetic ear, a hug, and a prayer.

As business people, we are called to serve our community in many ways. This is
not new for me. In American Samoa, I co-founded and served as president of our
Family Support Group for over 10 years, for the assistance of more than 300 mil-

itary families based there. My husband, Mike, a former Vietnam combat Marine,
and retired chief warrant officer, and I, will continue to make Twentynine Palms our
home. Our home has always been open to young Marines and sailors, and most week-
ends, especially holidays, three or four can be found “hanging out”, sharing family atmos-
phere and home cooking. When the buses came home, we were there to greet them with
hundreds of donated lei’s and of course, hugs.

Once again, thanks to all, God bless you, and may God bless our brave military
men and women and their families.

Arietta Buckles
Owner/Manager
Ari’s South Pacific Sales

# Dear Salty Sally #
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1.800.NAT.UNIV
The University of Values

www.nu.edu/military

™

National University has been educating 

the military since 1971 and offers relevant,

career-focused classes at military bases

throughout California.

With reduced tuition for classes 

on base and online for military personnel 

and dependents, National University 

makes it easy – and affordable – 

to earn your degree.

EARN 
YOUR
NEXT
STRIPE

You help defend our country. We'll help you build your future.

 D  &  S  D  &  S 
 F L O O R  C O V E R IN G S F L O O R  C O V E R IN G S
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1976
 “In terior D esign  w ith B udgets in  M in d”

 $5. 50 28 colors
 to choose from  sq. ft.

 installed continuous 
 filament nylon

 24 colors
 to choose from

 Carpet prices include: 
 1/2” 6 lb. pad, sales tax & installation

 12 x12
 Ceramic Tile

 4 colors
 to choose from

 $13. 95

 sq. yd.
 installed

 Tile price includes: tile, 
 materials, installation

 and sales tax

 73569 29 Palm s H w y. • 29 Palm s     367-2221 

 $15. 95

 sq. yd.
 installed

 L ic #558472

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..
LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Defenders of Wildlife and
Mojave Desert Land Trust held a
conference at the Joshua Tree
National Park and Recreation
Center Feb. 8.

The conference, which was
attended by members of MDLT
and Mojave Desert locals, was
divided into three separate discus-
sions. All of the discussions
addressed different concerns stem-
ming from desert climate change.

The first discussion was present-
ed by Dr. Robert Wilkinson, the
adjunct instructor for water policy
at the University of California
Santa Barbara Donald Bren School
of Environmental Science and
Management and an expert on
environmental policy and issues.

He briefed all who attended on
water and climate change in the
desert, the impacts of water use on

the state of California, intergraded
responses and strategies, and more.

Many climate issues in
California are anthropogenic, or
human-caused, said Wilkinson.

He added that these effects
included elements like flash
floods, wild fires and droughts,
which could be results of over-
consumption of water on the
industrial, public and single fami-
ly levels. More than 55 percent of
water consumption is used in sin-
gle home outdoor integration.

Dr. John D. Wehausen, an
associate research scientist from
the University of California White
Mountain Research Station, spoke
about the population of
California’s  Bighorn sheep.

The Bighorn sheep are an ideal
fixed variable to demonstrate
changes in climate because they are
surface water consumers and are
affected by desert elements such as
temperature, precipitation and veg-
etation growth, said Wehausen.

Micah Lang, a program officer
for the International Council for
Local Environmental Initiatives,
also referred to as Local
Governments for Sustainability,
covered topics such as potential
strategies to adapt to climate
change and set codes and laws
that will assist in the common
goal of sustaining natural
resources while promoting ener-
gy management.

ICLEI’s motto says it best:
“Local action moves the world.”

Although the population in the
Mojave Desert varies from long-
term locals and vacationers to
temporary military service mem-
bers, this is a home to all of them
and must be preserved for future
generations to enjoy.

The Mojave Desert and Joshua
Tree National Park are examples
of some of the few, precious
landscapes left that has been
unmarked and untainted by an
over-spill of society.

Mojave Desert Land Trust looks at climate changes

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Dr. John D. Wehausen, a research scientist with the University of
California White Mountain Research Station, speaks at a confer-
ence about the Mojave Desert population of Bighorn sheep Feb. 8.

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
Sgt. Christopher Ballard, Center Personnel information
technology noncomissioned officer, Headquarters
Battalion, and Lance Cpl. Omar Askew,  paralegal, Staff
Judge Advocate’s Office, Headquarters Battalion, grap-
ple at the base of the Combat Center’s “sugar cookie,” a
soft, steep, sandy hill located behind the obstacle
course. Ballard, a Glendale, Ariz., native, is a green belt
instructor for the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program.
Askew, an Atlanta native, was a student in the Gray Belt
course that ended Friday.

Marines hone combat skills with MCMAP



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Students from Twentynine Palms
and Yucca Valley high schools
visited the Combat Center to par-
ticipate in the Groundhog Day
Job Shadow Program Thursday.

The program is a nationwide
effort to arouse interest in
teenagers about different voca-
tional options and allow students
to follow Marines, sailors and
civilians as they perform their
work duties for a few hours.

More than 40 students from
the two high schools visited differ-
ent work sections aboard the base
ranging from the Officer’s Club to
learn about restaurant manage-
ment, to Condor Elementary
School to get a glimpse of school
teaching.

“This is our fifth time out
here for job shadowing,” said
William Shay, a Transition
Partnership Program teacher for
Twentynine Palms High School

and a Twentynine Palms, Calif.,
native. “By bringing them to the
Marine Corps base, they have
the opportunity to explore the
hundreds of career fields avail-
able to them.”

Shay continued to say how the
TPP helps students from the
Yucca Valley and Twentynine
Palms high schools look into
more options for their future.

The TPP is a collaborative pro-
gram between the Department of
Rehabilitation and the Morongo
Unified School District that assists
eligible students in the Morongo
Basin wishing to participate in the
job shadow program, take career
expectation and career planning
classes, which in turn helps pro-
vide teenagers the chance to open
more doors for their future.

“They get to interact with us
while we are doing our job,” said
Master Sgt. John P. Humbertson,
operations chief for the Provost
Marshal’s Office. “It’s first-hand
knowledge passed down to
these teens.”

Humbertson, a Cumberland,
Md., native, was impressed with
the students’ interested in law
enforcement. They asked good
questions that are important to
know if they are going into law
enforcement, he said.

Yucca Valley High School
student Angel Weisz, 17, and
Jacquelyn Ramirez, 18, shad-
owed Humbertson and were
able to view all the departments
of PMO, including the PMO
dog kennels. There, Cpl. Danial
Swafford, military working dog
handler, was able to show off
his trusted canine, Jack’s, obedi-
ence skills and “bad guy” take-
down techniques.

“[Job shadow day] gives stu-
dents more opportunities to open
their eyes on how to succeed,”
said Weisz. “It helps show people
more options they have, especial-
ly in the military so they aren’t just
sitting at home holding a mini-
mum paying job.”

Ramirez agreed with Weisz,
saying her father is a retired police

officer and shadowing military
police has opened her mind to
being a dog handler for a local
police department.

The Groundhog Day Job

Shadow Program allowed stu-
dents to ask questions, receive
first-hand experience in the jobs
they want to do and travel the first
steps toward their future.
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Civilian contractors from RMA
Land Construction are planting a
variety of more than 500 trees
along the Combat Center’s Del
Valle Road in efforts to rid the
installation of tamarisk trees.

The newly planted trees will
include desert pine, honey
mesquite and sweet acacia and
will provide the base with a more
scenic look, more shelter for
wildlife and eventually re-estab-
lish a windbreak from the
Mesquite Dry Lake next to
Adobe Road.

Brent Husung, natural
resources specialist with the
Combat Center’s Natural
Resources and Environmental
Affairs division, said tamarisk

trees are an invasive plant and
consume too much water.

“Depending on the size [of
the tree] and how far the water
table is under the surface, a full
grown tamarisk tree can consume
up to 100 gallons of water per
day,” Husung said. “Tamarisks
are non-native to the desert’s
ecosystem.”

Executive Order 13112
requires all federal agencies to
control the spread of invasive
species and to minimize the eco-
nomic, ecological and human
health impacts these species
cause.

Tamarisk trees are also known
as the “salt-cedar” because they
release a salty substrate that steril-
izes the soil, therefore hindering
other plants from thriving.

Some say the tamarisks are not

as bad as they seem. At the bot-
tom of the Grand Canyon in
Nevada, tamarisks thrive where
at one time there was no vegeta-
tion thus providing birds and
other animals a habitat. Most
birds are unattracted to the
tamarisk except for the south-
western willow flycatcher, which
was placed on the endangered
species list in 2007.

Workers have installed a new
irrigation system and are treating
the soil to ensure the newly plant-
ed trees will survive where the
tamarisks once were.

The new trees will be watered
with treated non-potable water
from the waste water treatment
plant on base.

The project began in October
2007 and is expected to be com-
pleted within the next few weeks.

New trees branch out along Del Valle

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Angel Weisz and Jacquelyn Ramirez, Yucca Valley High School
students, praise Jack, a military working dog, after he showed off
his obedience skills and his technique of taking down a “bad guy”
during Groundhog Day Job Shadowing Thursday.

Teenagers job shadow different MOS’ aboard Combat Center

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Brothers Raoul and Nicalas Gana, RMA Land Construction work-
ers, plant a sweet acacia along the Combat Center’s Del Valle
Road. This tree is one of more than 500 trees being planted along
Del Valle in order to replace the invasive tamarisk tree. The proj-
ect began about four months ago and should be completed with-
in the next few weeks.
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Combat Center rugby
team continues to grow
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJAARREEDD  JJ..
BBUUTTLLEERR
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Thanks to a few experienced play-
ers aboard the Combat Center
and across the Marine Corps,
installation rugby teams are
beginning to take form again.

Led by coaches and players,
John Henderson and Matthew
Kelly, the Combat Center team is
growing and accepting new faces
willing to play the game.

“We’re calling for all athletes
from all sporting backgrounds to
join us,” said Kelly. “We have
about 10 players on the team right
now, and we hope to build, at

least, a roster of 15 and eventual-
ly work our way up to 20 or 30.”

The team encourages experi-
enced players, as well as newcom-
ers to the sport to come and par-
ticipate in the practices and games.

“People who have never played
rugby before can step up, learn,
and be effective on the playing
field,” said Henderson. “The only
way to learn rugby is to play rugby.”

The base team has already
attracted new participants to the
game and utilized their athletic
skills and abilities in their games.

“Everyone who has played a
game with us wanted to come and

PHASE I
Work Description - Install new box
culvert under Del Valle near the vehi-
cle storage lot.

Scheduled Dates - Feb. 19 - March 6

Detour Description - The detour for this
area will be to follow Smoketree Avenue
to an improved access road through old
Marine Palms housing to Mineral Street
and then to Del Valle Road. Del Valle will
be open up to the work area but closed to
through traffic.

DDeettoouurr
RRooaadd  CClloossuurree

Road closures and construction

Adobe Road

Del V
alle

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJAARREEDD  JJ.. BBUUTTLLEERR

Kevin Ahlers stretches to avoid defenders Michael Seto and Dennis Johnson during a Combat
Center rugby team practice session at Victory Field Friday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJAARREEDD  JJ.. BBUUTTLLEERR

Matthew Kelly and Kevin Ahlers test their strength and skills
against each other during a drill at a Combat Center rugby team
practice session at Victory Field Friday.

See RUGBY, A11

KKeeyy



and Bugle Corps are out there
practicing every single day in all
types of weather,” said Michael
King, protocol specialist.

The Drum and Bugle Corps’
history can be traced from the

18th and 19th centuries when
field musicians played on the bat-
tlefield to pass commands to
Marines in battle formation.

In 1934, the unit augmented
the United States Marine Band to
provide support in ceremonies
around Washington, D.C.

Their popularity continued to
rise when in the 1950’s the Drum
and Bugle Corps was designated
as the Commandant’s Own to
show their distinctive status as
musicians for the Commandant
of the Marine Corps.

“I get chills down my back,”
said Cruse. “People are always sit-
ting in the edge of their seats

while watching the performance.”
Another important part of the

Battle Color Detachment is the
Silent Drill Platoon. They are
made up of 24 Marines that per-
form synchronized drills without
verbal commands. The platoon
selects Marines individually from
the School of Infantry.

“Children from various

schools in the area are invited to
the event,” said Cruse. “Last year
they were just awestruck by the
synchronizations of the Silent
Drill Platoon.”

According to their Web site,
the platoon first played as a one-
time deal in the Sunset Parades of
1948. After an overwhelming
response from viewers it became
a regular addition as part of the
parades at Marine Barracks,
Washington, D.C.

Throughout the year, the
Silent Drill Platoon performs in
front of endless spectators in
Washington, D.C., across the
United States and overseas.

The United States Marine
Corps Color Guard makes up the
rest of the Battle Color
Detachment led by the Color
Sergeant of the Marine Corps.

The Battle Color itself, the
Corps’ official flag, also bears the
54 battle streamers authorized for
the Marine Corps as a whole.

All three different elements
bring the Battle Color
Detachment together, giving them
an open road to perform their best
and give viewers an opportunity to
witness a memorable event to
remember for the rest of their lives.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 JOIN US IN JOIN US IN
 WORSHIP WORSHIP

 Basin Wide  Basin Wide 
 Opportunities for  Opportunities for 

 Praise! Praise!

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM

 (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Y ucca Valley Church of the Nazaren e
 9:45 am  Morning Worship

 8:30 am  Sunday School (All ages)
 6:00 pm  Evening Service

 56248 Buena Vista,  365-7819
 www.yvnazarene.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 11:30 am • Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
 Sunday Bible Study After Service
 We’re Here for Everyone

 Phone (760) 367-7133
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 First Southern 
 Baptist Church

 Sun. Worship  10:45am • 6:00pm
 Sun. Bible Study  9:30am

 1 st. Wed.   Potluck  6:00pm 
 Wed. Bible Study  7:00pm

 6088 Sunset Road JT  (760) 366-9211

 29 Palms Church of the Nazaren e
 WELCOMES YOU!

 72603  Juanita Drive •  367-7025
 Morning Service 10:00 am

 Children’s Church during AM Service
 Nursery provided

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship

 Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
 Visitors  Welcome

 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
 Sunday School,  Holy Eucharist 9:00 A.M.

 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.          365-7133

 Just the Best place to get Married

 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Join us for Worship & Celebration
 *New Location*

 Desert Dome
 5420 Border Ave., J.T.
 Church Service - 10:30 AM

 Childrens Church - 10:40 AM
 760-366-4840

 Unity Church of Morongo Basin

 Calvary Christian 
 Fellowship

 Ph: 760.364.1990
 E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

 Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm 
 3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

 Tye Bridges - Pastor

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
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V
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Y 
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 ★

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 29 Palms Church of the Nazaren e
 WELCOMES YOU!

 72603  Juanita Drive •  367-7025
 Morning Service 10:00 am

 Children’s Church during AM Service
 Nursery provided

 Rob D. Watkins
 Pastor

 57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

 Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
 Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
 Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 760-365-9731 760-365-9731 (Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 6
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

 Militar
y 

 Welcom
e!

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

OLDEST, from A1

Stay Proud

Stay Marine
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Salutations, faithful readers!
Please pardon my hiatus in your
entertainment; I was preoccupied
with problems like not having
enough room in the paper for my
literary stylings.

I’m sure you’re all
wondering if I bought
someone something
for Valentine’s Day.
While you prepare for
the answer to this
query, you should
probably call the chair
store and ask for a
refund, because you’ll
only be using the edge
of your seats.

Well, ladies and
gentlemen, the answer
is no. However,
Valentine’s Day is no
longer the issue. That
abysmal “holiday” has
been put behind us.
Water under the
bridge, Chaucer. See you next year.

Folks, in my recent travels, I
have literally stumbled across the
newest terrorist threat. Forget
hijackings and suicide bombers,
there is another problem that lurks
around every corner in America.

I’m talking about potholes, peo-
ple. If potholes were a disease,
they’d be an epidemic.
Unfortunately, http://www.ready.
gov, the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security Web site, does-
n’t have any information regarding
this menace.

While they may seem harm-
less as you drive past them on the
roadside, just think of the many
inherent dangers present in those
shallow pits of broken asphalt.
My recent brush with disaster
occurred two weeks ago. An
innocent physical training routine
became a trip to the emergency

room faster than someone could
say: “Watch out for that pothole
on the side of the road. You
could really hurt yourself.”

Sure enough, no one said any-
thing to me, and my left ankle was
at the whim of the road. Sadly,
the road proved to be as unforgiv-
ing as a hurricane battering the
coast of a Third World country.

Like a plywood shack with a tin
roof in 80-mile per hour winds, I
went down hard.

After a two-and-a-half hour
trip to the emergency room, I was
told the ankle had been sprained.
Thankfully, that was all that hap-
pened, aside from a minor scrape
on my right knee. Did you know
you can break your femur if your
ankle is twisted hard enough?
Well, you can.

Now, I hobble around town
like Tiny Tim, sans the cheap,
wooden crutch. It will heal, but it
put me out of action for several

weeks. I’m beginning to think this
was no accident.

If a terrorist cell was able to
harness the awesome powers of
the roadside pothole, imagine the
chaos that could unfold. It’d be
like the old Warner Bros. car-
toons, where someone fell down
a hole and kept falling comically
from the top of the television

screen to the bottom.
Only this is no laugh-
ing matter.

If one Marine
tripped in a pothole
every day, an entire
company could be put
out of action in a few
months. This threat
must be put to a stop.
Like the Salem Witch
Trials of 1692, we
should grab our torches
and pitchforks and set
upon these devils with
reckless abandon.

Since we can’t hang
potholes in the gal-
lows, or put them in
the stocks and throw

vegetables at them like the old
days, we should probably just fill
them in. While I make light of
my recent misfortune, potholes
are actually dangerous. Tens of
people every year fall victim to
the harsh consequences of these
monsters.

Let’s start the revolution and fill
these potholes in. The sentries at
the gates may keep our borders
safe, but what about the roads with-
in the walls? Let no one else
become temporarily disabled by a
hole in the ground. We shall not be
defeated!
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 Call to reserve your space now!
 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

 To advertise in this space Call  365-3315 or 367-3577
 IRS forms are getting more and more complicated.

 Tax payers need professional options to file their returns properly.

 April 15th is 
 Coming....
 Are you 
 ready?

 Let these Tax 
 professionals
 file the best 
 results for you!

 Your Community Newspapers
 Working to Serve You Better!

 R    &       A

 RARICK & ASSOCIATES
 “S erving The High Desert For Over 35 Years”

 • I NDIVIDUAL  • C ORPORATION

 • P ARTNERSHIP  • O UT -O F -S TATE

  •  F INANCIAL  P LANNING

 • E NROLLED  T O  P RACTICE  B EFORE  T HE  IRS

 228-1829 
 57466 29 Palms Hwy., Ste. E 

 Yucca Valley

 Low competive pricing 
 uncompromising integrity.

 “ Here Today, Here Tomorrow ”
 55417 29 Palms Hwy.

 Yucca Valley
 365-7211

 6260 Adobe Rd.
 29 Palms
 361-1040

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council
of Catholic Women (Bldg
1551)
Sun 9 a.m. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg
1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth
Grp.
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young
Adult Group age 18-35, mar-
ried or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)
HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff OObblliiggaattiioonn
MMaasssseess
12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall
CChhrriissttiiaann  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise &
Worship*
PPrrootteessttaanntt  LLiittuurrggiiccaall
SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship

LLaayy--LLeedd  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
BBaappttiisstt  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship
LLaayy--LLeedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship
MMiiddwweeeekk  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass
TTuueessddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
5-7:30 p.m. Catechist
Meeting
(2nd Tues. of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st
Tuesday each Month
WWeeddnneessddaayy
VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in
the Prayer Room contact
Chaplain Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Praise & Worship
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/
Fellowship
7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible
Study
7 p.m. Praise & Worship
Service.
11sstt  TThhuurrssddaayy  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus
LLeeggeenndd
*Indicates Child Care
Provided
+Appointments can be made
for Confessions, call 
830-6456/6646

Stumbling over the truth behind potholes

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Brenda Leiva, Clinique
Laboratories counter manag-
er, adds a touch of makeup to
Brenna Odoski, a Marine
Corps Community Services
employee, at the Marine
Corps Exchange Feb. 20.
The Clinique counter is
located within the main
exchange and provides
complimentary consulta-
tions with appointments.

Clinique adds 
touch of beauty 

to MCAGCC
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 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S
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 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time 
 Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY
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U.S. Navy Lt. Elissa McRae, a dentist with 23rd Dental
Company, 1st Force Service Support Group, examines the
teeth of Cpl. Sean Hudson, Marine Wing Support Squadron
374, during a routine check-up Feb. 12. Combat Center
Marines and sailors are required to go to the dentist once a
year for annual check-ups.

Open up! The dentist
needs to take a look

B i r t h  a n n o u n c e m e n t s
EELLIIJJAAHH  MMOONNOORRIIOO  

MMEENNDDOOZZAA

Son of Sgt. Fabian M. Mendoza
and wife, Amanda.
Born on Feb. 5, weighing 7 lbs, 9
oz and measuring 18.6 inches.
BBRRIIAANNNNAA  MMAARRIIEE  

BBUURRGGEESSSS

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Andrew
M. Burgess and wife, Jill.
Born on Feb. 6, weighing 8 lbs,
10.8 oz and measuring 19.6 inches.
HHAANNNNAAHH  AABBIIGGAAIILL  

HHUUNNTTEERR

Daughter of Marie Cecil and
John Hunter.
Born on Feb. 7, weighing 7 lbs,
8.2 oz and measuring 18.6 inches.
EELLYYSSEE  CCHHRRIISSTTIINNEE  

RROOMMKKOOWWSSKKEE

Daughter of Staff Sgt. Thomas
Romkowske and wife, Andrea.
Born on Feb. 7, weighing 7 lbs,
2.8 oz and measuring 19.6 inches.

VVIIVVIIAANN  MMAARRIIEE  MMAAWWSSOONN

Daughter of Gunnery Sgt.
Robert Mawson and wife, Lisa.
Born on Feb. 8, weighing 5
lbs, 6 oz and measuring 16.2
inches.
CCOONNNNOORR  CCEERRRREETTAA

Son of Lance Cpl. Brandon
Cerreta and wife, Destiny.
Born on Feb. 9, weighing 7 lbs, 4
oz and measuring 20.5 inches.
MMIIAA  BBEEAATTRRIIXX  

CCHHAATTFFIIEELLDD

Daughter of Sgt. Randolph J.
Chatfield II and wife, Monica.
Born on Feb. 12, weighing 7
lbs, 6 oz and measuring 19
inches.
AALLYYSSSSAA  AAUURROORRAA  GGOOMMEEZZ

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Daniel
Gomez and wife, Karen.
Born on Feb. 12, weighing 6
lbs, 11 oz and measuring
18.7.

PPIIPPEERR  TTOOBBEEYY  

EELLLLIISS  MMAAGGNNAACCCCAA

Daughter of Sgt. Chris Magnacca
and wife, Casey.
Born on Feb. 12, weighing 6
lbs, 8 oz and measuring 18
inches.
GGRRAACCIIEE  LLYYNNNN  PPAAYYNNEE

Daughter of Cpl. Anthony
Payne and wife, Stephanie.
Born on Feb. 13, weighing 8
lbs and measuring 18.6 inches.
AAVVAA  MMAARRIIEE  MMOONNRROOEE

Daughter of Patricia O’Bourke
and William Monroe.
Born on Feb. 14, weighing 7 lbs
and measuring 19.3 inches.
DDEESSTTIINNYY  AARRIIEELLLLEE  

DDAARRIISS

Daughter of Cpl. Tiffany Davis
and wife, Dominique.
Born on Feb. 15, weighing 6
lbs, 8.4 oz and measuring 19
inches.
JJEESSSSEE  EEDDWWIINN  

OODDEERRMMAATTTT

Son of Lance Cpl. Henry
Odermatt and wife, Mindy.
Born on Feb. 17, weighing 8
lbs, 4.5 oz and measuring 19.9
inches.

 Faces Day Spa
 A Holistic Heath Spa

 Natural,  organic, & live Enzyme edible products 
 combined with holistic service equals health, relaxation, 

 mental awareness and inner peace.

 Pamper Yourself...

 ~ 361-7546 ~
 www.Faces-day-Spa.com  73554  29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA

Cities Chapter, attended the council
meeting to stand behind the Marine
Corps’ mission and philosophy.

Weston made a speech after
Indian Wells Mayor Mary Roche
presented the proclamation
describing the close relationship
between Indian Wells and the
Marines at the Combat Center.

Roche’s husband is part of a
volunteer program that gives
Marines rides from the Palm

Springs International Airport to
the Combat Center, which saves
troops both time and money.

Several clubs and organiza-
tions support the Marine Corps
by donating books and establish-
ing scholarship programs.

It is normal for city councils to
present proclamations to recog-
nize the contributions of mem-
bers of the community.

Many Marines have participat-
ed as event marshals for the Skins
Game, a popular golf tourna-

ment that has been played in the
Coachella Valley for more than 20
years.

“Having being stationed here
[at the Combat Center] as lieu-
tenant and now as a colonel and
several visits in between, I can
attest to the support we’ve
received from the low-desert
area,” said Weston.

The proclamation was a sym-
bol, recognizing the Marine
Corps for a job well done and
hopes of continued success.

75-year-old Marine to make second charity coast to coast run
CCAAPPTT.. NNEEAALL  VV.. FFIISSHHEERR
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

Retired Master Gunnery Sgt.
Tom Knoll is making final prepa-
rations to begin his second 3,300-
mile cross country run to raise
money for sick and disabled chil-
dren, wounded service men and
women, and disabled athletes.

The 75-year-old original
“Ironman” triathlete says this
time he’s only going to be able to
run about 30 miles per day as
opposed to the 46 miles per day
he averaged during his first cross
country run in 1983.

As listed on Knoll’s Web site,
www.USFREEDOMRUN.com,
this run is dedicated to raising
money for multiple charities
including the Wounded Warrior
Project, which assists wounded
veterans and their families; the
Sunshine Foundation, which
grants wishes to seriously ill and
abused children; and the
Challenged Athlete Foundation,
which assists disabled athletes.

Assisting Knoll in this endeav-
or will be his 44-year-old son,
Warren. A second generation
Ironman and tremendous athlete
in his own rite, Warren will be
both running the 30-mile per day
stretches with his father and bicy-
cling those same miles. Each day
he will be driven the 30 miles back
to that day’s start point, mounting
his bicycle and then retracing the
route to wherever his father has
stopped. His efforts will make
him the first person to ever run
and bicycle across the United
States in the same event.

This charity run is scheduled
to begin March 1 at the Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, San
Diego, and end 112 days later
on July 4 at the Marine Corps
War Memorial, just outside of
Washington, D.C. Knoll said
the goal for this run is to raise
$1 million for charity.

No stranger to fundraising,
Knoll has completed nine 250-
mile charity runs and one 500-
mile charity run. He completed a

Labor Day 300-mile charity run in
3 days and 7 hours for Jerry Lewis
and muscular dystrophy, raising
more than $25,000 in that one
event. Knoll’s Web site for this
event lists him as being well over
the half-million dollar charity
mark and he expects to reach his

lifetime goal of raising $1 million
plus for charity with this 2008
cross-country run.

Humanitarian, author, origi-
nal 1978 “Ironman”, and retired
33-year United States Marine
veteran of the Korean and
Vietnam wars, Tom Knoll, as

described on the back cover of
his book “Why not a million?”,
is “definitely an overachieving
giant among men…”

Don’t miss your opportunity
to run with a legend when he
passes through our area between
March 4 and March 5.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Tom Knoll, triathlete and retired Marine, plans to run the route pictured above to raise money for sick
and disabled children, wounded service members and disabled athletes.

AWARDS, from A1



play again,” said Henderson. “Rugby
is a fanatical sport. The players love
it, and they love to play it.”

The Combat Center rugby
team not only offers players
the chance to stay in great
shape and enjoy the competi-
tive sport, but it gives them a
chance to leave the base on
weekends and travel to various
places in Southern California
to play games against local
civilian teams.

“Normally, we’ll get together
for a meal with the opposing
team after a match and get to
know them,” said Henderson.
“It’s a great way to meet new
people.”

The game requires a multi-

tude of skills since all players
play offense, defense and spe-
cial teams.

“Rugby really teaches Marines,
as well as anyone else who plays,
to act on their feet,” said
Henderson. “These talents are
especially good to possess in our
line of work.”

Walk-ons willing to participate
are welcome and encouraged to
test their skills and play for the
base team.

“If you want to play, you will
definitely get the opportunity on
this team,” said Henderson.

Team practices are held every
Monday and Wednesday at 5 p.m.
at Victory Field. Games are
played every Saturday, and cleats
and mouth guards are required.

“We’re working to compete in
the Military Nationals in May and
enter the Sevens Tournament in
Las Vegas June 21,” said Kelly.

With the determination of
experienced players to put rugby
back on the map, Marine Corps
installations are expected to
return and participate in the 2008
Rugby Military Nationals.

For more information regard-
ing the Combat Center rugby
team, contact Matthew Kelly at
830-8022 or at matthew.c.kelly
@usmc.mil.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA1111 FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 2277,,  22000088
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Employee Spotlight

Thirsty for Savings?
Exercise Your Options

If you’ve been looking for a great auto loan, you can take a 
break now. Get the car you really want at a payment that’s 
easy to swallow. At Pacific Marine Credit Union, you’ll find:
• Up to 100% financing
• Terms up to 96 months**

Act fast. Offer’s good now
through April 30, 2008
Exercise your options. Choose 
Pacific Marine for your next auto
loan. Call or apply online today.

Federally insured by NCUA

Auto Loans
as low as

800-736-4500
www.pmcu.com

APR*

%3.50

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate and terms may be based on the credit 
worthiness of the borrower. 3.50% APR available for 36-month term on vehicles
model years 2007 or newer. Rate subject to change. Sample Payment: at 3.50%
APR for 36 months, payment will be $29.31 per $1,000 financed. Offer available
February 11, 2008 through April 30, 2008.
** 96 month term available on vehicles with a minimum loan balance of $30,000.

 Local Auto Glass Specialist

 • In Shop Or Free Mobile Service
 • Home Or Business
 • Insurance Claims Welcome
 • Rock Chip Repair
 • The Auto Glass Experts

rrs TM 760-369-2122

 FREE
 PHONE

 QUOTES!

 We come to you  @  your convenience!
 56530 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 Mon. - Fri. 8-5 • Sat. by appt.

EEmmppllooyyeeee:: Heather Sommer
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: Officer’s Club
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Operations assistant
DDuuttiieess:: Works nights; runs special events and Sunday
brunches.
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Twentynine Palms, Calif.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Interior decorating, knitting, fashion.
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  bbeesstt  aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb:: The customers. Without
them, I wouldn’t have a job.
OOnnee  ooff tthhee  mmoosstt  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss  ssiinnccee  yyoouu’’vvee
bbeeeenn  hheerree:: I’ve been praised for my high amount of energy at
my job.
HHaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr  sseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  mmiilliittaarryy:: No, but my grandfa-
ther was a gunnery sergeant.
TTiimmee  eemmppllooyyeedd  aatt  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: I’ve been here for four
months, but I worked at the Marine Corps Exchange for two
years.

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the week prior to publi-
cation.  
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

''9988  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
UULLTTRRAA  CCLLAASSSSIICC
Detachable Trunk, true
dual exhaust, Real Red,
54K, all maintenance
records $10,500 830-
5863 on base (760) 365-
1545  2/27/08

MMOOTTOORR  HHOOMMEE  FFOORR
SSAALLEE  11999911  PPAACCEE
AARRRROOWW. 35ft. Class A.
460 Ford/Oshkosh many
extras 61,000 miles.
$25,900 OBO. Call Jon
(760) 361-5777. 2/27/08

22000055  SSUUZZUUKKII  BBOOUULLEE--
VVAARRDD ((880000cccc)).. $4,000.
Windshield, saddle bags
and sissy bar. Call (760)
910-3964 for more infor-
mation. 2/20/08

11997755  CCAAMMPPEERR  TTRRAAIILLEERR,,
22 ft. and fully contained.
$800, our best offer. Locat-
ed on base trailer park,
space #26. Call (760) 910-
3964. 2/20/08

MMUUSSTT  SSEELLLL  CCAARR:: 1999
Grand AM GT, 2 dr, blk,
100K miles, minor paint
damage, excellent running
condition, $3000 firm. Call
220-5680. 2-13-08

22000022  FFLLSSTTCC  HHAARRLLEEYY--
DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN®® Heritage Soft-
ail Classic, luxury blue with
stripe, under 4400 miles,
Accessories included,
excellent condition. $14k
Call 760-221-8831 2/6/08

0044  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
NNIIGGHHTTRRAAIINN black on
black. 103-inch balanced
motor. many extras.
$13,000 OBO. Call (808)
225-2473  1/30/08

22000055  CCHHEEVVYY  IIMMPPAALLAA::
65,400 miles. GREAT con-
dition interior/exterior. Runs
great! $8,800. Call (760)
992-4570. 1/30/08

9900CCCC  QQUUAADDSS:: Pink and
Green Cammo, $400each.
495 KTM Dirt Bike $750.
‘04 Blaster 200cc $2200
OBO. Helmets included.
Call (760) 368-7098.
1/30/08

PPRROOWWLLEERR  2255..55  FFOOOOTT
55tthh  WWHHEEEELL  TTRRAAIILLEERR..
Sleeps 4, great condition.
$6599/obo. Call (760) 219-
2184. 1/30/08

11996699  MMAACCHH  OONNEE  MMUUSS--
TTAANNGG  for sale. Complete
except wheels, engine
and trans. $2,000 cash.
Call (760) 362-5156.
1/30/08

MMIISSCC..

PPRREECCOORR  EEFFXX  554466
EELLLLIIPPTTIICCAALL, same as in
west gym. Bought for
$7,000. Sacrifice for
$3,000. Call (760) 819-
9660. 2/27/08

JJOOGGGGEERR  SSTTRROOLLLLEERR
excellent condition. $50.
Call (760) 819-9660.
2/27/08

AAKKCC  YYEELLLLOOWW
LLAABBRRAADDOORR named Char-
lie. 2 years old. Mommy
and daddy are divorcing
and I need a new home.
$300. (760) 819-9660.
2/27/08

3322--IINNCCHH  HHDDTTVV flat
screen. $300 OBO (760)
819-9660. 2/27/08

TTUURRTTLLEE  FFOORR  SSAALLEE..
$45. Tank and food includ-
ed. Call (760) 368-9375.
NEEDS a good home.
2/27/08

RROOOOMMMMAATTEE  WWAANNTTEEDD::
Looking for a clean respon-
sible roommate. Located in
Twentynine Palms. For
more information and
details, call Lorenzo at
(760) 702-0075. 2-13-08

RROOOOMM  FFOORR  RREENNTT:: Two
mature Marines seek
roommate for a place close
to base. All utilities included
and garage. $450/month.
Must be clean and respon-
sible. Call (713) 857-7227
for more info. 2-13-08

BBOOWWFFLLEEXX  UULLTTIIMMAATTEE
XXTTLLUU  HHOOMMEE  GGYYMM  --  310
pound bars - Excellent con-
dition, $900/obo. Call (760)
219-2184. 1/30/08
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJAARREEDD  JJ.. BBUUTTLLEERR

Dennis Johnson catches the ball
during a drill at a Combat Center
rugby team practice session.
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WHAT’S NEXT?WHAT’S NEXT?
If your EAS is on the horizon, then now’s the time to act 
to secure your future as a member of the Army National Guard.

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

• Up to $20,000 Bonus

• Up to two-year non-deployment tour*

• Up to 100% state tuition funding on top of federal tuition funding

• Officer and Warrant Officer opportunities for qualified officer 
and enlisted personnel

• Full-time active duty Guard positions available

• Serve in a unit close to home

• Military retirement benefits for part-time service
*One-year non-deployment tours available in all states. Some states also offer two-year non-deployment tours.


