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CCPPLL.. RRAAYY  LLEEWWIISS
1ST MARINE DIVISION

Any Marine would brave enemy fire to rescue a wounded com-
rade when you have friends that “got your back.”

Cpl. Ian M. Dollard exemplified that sense of brotherhood
when he risked his life to save a fellow Marine.

For his actions while deployed in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Dollard received the Silver Star — the nation’s third
highest award for combat heroism.

His former company commander, Maj. George D.
Hasseltine, pinned the award on Dollard during a ceremo-
ny on Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field here March 21.

The date was June 24, 2007. While checking a
vehicle, Dollard and his men were attacked by
automatic machine gun fire.

According to the award citation, Dollard
promptly returned fire with his weapon so his
Marines could come to the aid of a Marine who
was wounded in the attack. Then Dollard and his
men started receiving automatic machine gun
fire from a second position, which inflicted two
gunshot wounds to his platoon commander.

Dollard wasn’t going to let the enemy get
away with that. He said adrenaline and suppres-
sive fire from his Marines helped him run to

2/7 Marine 
earns 
Silver Star 
for combat 
valor

PPHHOOTTOO  BBYY  CCPPLL.. RRAAYY  LLEEWWIISS
PPHHOOTTOO  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN  BBYY  LLEESSLLIIEE  SSHHAAWW

Cpl. Ian M.Dollard, rifleman, wears the Silver Star Medal he received on Lance Cpl.
Torrey L. Gray Field at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center March 21. Dollard
braved enemy bullets to rescue his platoon commander from an enemy ambush
during his deployment to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 06-08.

See SILVER STAR, A5

Partnering on educational pathways for MUSD students
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center, Morongo
Unified School District and the
Department of Defense Education
Activity are teaming up to
improve educational opportuni-
ties for students throughout the
Morongo Basin.

A meeting was held March 25 at
the Battle Command Center
aboard the base with Congressman
Jerry Lewis, representative from
California’s 41st District, MUSD
and Brig. Gen. Melvin G. Spiese,
the Combat Center commanding
general, to discuss plans to better
prepare MUSD students for post
secondary education.

Although there were many
topics in the briefing, the main

focus for Lewis and Spiese were
the elements of educational part-
nership.

“Education is a primary con-
cern for the commandant and the
commanding general,” said Alex
Pacheco, director of the base’s
Business Performance Office.
“With this leadership, along with
our current chief of staff, we are
creating and educational commu-
nity and a partnership with
Morongo Unified School District
to identify educational needs.

“With that strong relationship
with Morongo United School
District, we can forge a path for
all children,” added Pacheco.

Some of the topics the part-
nership will focus on improving
are advanced placement courses,

See MUSD, A10

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Brig. Gen. Melvin G. Spiese, Combat Center commanding general,
and Congressman Jerry Lewis, representative for California’s 41st
District, discuss an overview of partnership opportunities between
the installation and surrounding communities at the base’s Battle
Command Center during the congressman’s visit March 25.
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SSeemmppeerrttoooonnss By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf

C.O.P. Corner Community Oriented Policing

Larcenies have always been a
big problem across the U.S.
There has been an increasing
problem of thefts aboard the
base and especially in the bar-
racks, which is an issue we have
to strongly look at and find a
way to address.

Out of the 22 larcenies,
almost all of them could have
been prevented or been easier to
solve if the person would have
secured the items properly, kept
receipts of merchandise or
marked or engraved their prop-
erty for identification purposes.
Also ensure that you write down
and keep a record of all serial
numbers and other identifiers of
merchandise and keep that list
in a secure location. Most pawn
shops will not take property that
has engraving markings on
them.

Larcenies aboard MCAGCC
The total number of Marine-related DUI’s
so far this year are 58, through March 31.

All of them have lost or will lose their
driving privileges for a minimum of one
year.

For more information on DUI/DWI
and convictions go to:
•http://criminal-law.freeadvice.com/
drunk_driving/califor nia-dui.htm
• http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/ hdbk/
pgs73drinkcostchart.htm

The following services are available to
on-base personnel and residents through
the Crime Prevention Section:

Literature, Briefings, Education, Crime
Assessments, Safety Tips, Stranger Danger
Program, McGruff the Crime Dog,
Officer Friendly Program, Operation
Identification (Property Identification),
Child Identification and Fingerprinting.

For more information about the
above services, contact the PMO
Crime Prevention Section at 830-4561
or 830-6094.

Here are the stats on how many DUIs/DWIs we have had aboard
MCAGCC and off the installation:

Unit            Totals  On Base/Off Base Ranks
7th Mar 3 0/3 1/Pfc/1LCpl/1Sgt
1/7 2 1/1 2 Pfc
2/7 4 0/4 1Pfc/1LCpl/1Cpl/1SSgt
3/7 7 3/4 1Seaman/3LCpl/3Cpl
3/4 1 0/1 1Cpl
3/11 4 2/2 1Seaman/3Cpl         
3rd LAR 5 2/3 1Seaman/1Pvt/1Cpl/1Sgt/1?
1st Tank 2 1/1 1LCpl/1Cpl
3rd AABN 3 2/1 1LCpl/1Cpl/1Sgt
MWSS-374 4 3/1   2Pfc/1LCpl/1Cpl
CLB-7 1 1/0      1Pvt
VMU-1 0 0/0
MCCES 7 4/3 2Pfc/1LCpl/2Cpl/1GySgt
HQBN 11 5/6      2Pfc/2LCpl/5Cpl/1SSgt/1CWO2
Nav Hosp. 1    1/0       1Seaman
23rd Dental 0             0/0
Other Mil 2 1/1 1Sp4/1GySgt
Mil Dep 0 0/0
DOD Civ 0   0/0
Other 1 1/0 1Civ
Grand Total 58

DUI / DWI Update

AACCRROOSSSS

7. Won the Republican nomination for the
Presidency in 1976, but lost the election to
his Democratic opponent, former Governor
Jimmy Carter of Georgia.

9. “Teddy”

11. In 1917 he proclaimed American entrance
into World War I a crusade to make the
world “safe for democracy.”

12. During his administration, the U.S. enjoyed
more peace and economic well being than
at any time in its history.

13. “The Gipper”

15. He declared war on France in 1940

16. He was assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

17. Wrote his own epitaph without mention-
ing that he served as president of the U.S.

UNITED STATES PRESIDENTS
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

1ST TANKS BATTALION, H&S
COMPANY

“When I was a
freshman in

high school, my mom
set me up to go to

prom with a really fat
girl. She picked me up,
and we went to Burger

King. All my friends
saw me there with her.
They made fun of me

for years.”

LANCE CPL.MICHAEL SETO

CPL. LONNIE ASTLE

TTECG

“When I was
4 years

old I pooped my
pants at church.”

3RD BATTALION, 11TH MARINE

REGIMENT, MIKE BATTERY

“Iwas on the
phone with

my girl friend, and my
mother kept yelling at
me in her shrilly voice
to get off the phone,

and my girlfriend heard
her yelling..”

The proactive voice of crime prevention • Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office, Crime Prevention Section
Information current as of March 31.

Unit Larcenies   
7th Mar 2
1/7 2
2/7 3
3/7 1
3/4 8
3/11 0
3rd LAR 0
1st Tank Bn 0
3rd AABN 0 
MWSS-374 2
CLB-7 2
VMU-1 0
MCCES 1
HQBN 1
NAV HOSP 0            
23rd Dental 0  
Staff Housing 0           
Other 0
Grand Total 22

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the
OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

MMoosstt  iiss  tthhee  mmoosstt  eemmbbaarrrraassssiinngg
tthhiinngg  yyoouurr  ppaarreennttss  hhaavvee  eevveerr

ddoonnee  ttoo  yyoouu..

STAFF SGT. JUNIOR HAMILTON

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps,
under exclusive written contract with the Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center. This commercial enterprise news-
paper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States Government, the DoD, or the United States Marine
Corps. The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts and supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert
Publishing of the services advertised.

DDOOWWNN

1. During the War of 1812, he became a
hero when he defeated the British at
New Orleans.

2. “I am not a crook.”

3. The only president to serve 2 nonconsecu-
tive terms. The Baby Ruth candy bar was
named after his daughter, Ruth.

4. 27th president

5. The first president of the U.S.

6. “Give 'em hell Harry”

8. “Ike”

10. “With firmness in the right, as God gives
us to see the right, let us strive on to fin-
ish the work we are in; to bind up the
nation’s wounds…”

14. 50 dollar bill



AArrtt  NNooww:: Contemporary art
doesn’t have to be a head-scratch-
ing experience. But a head mas-
sage never hurts.
11.. MMuusseeuumm  ooff CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy

AArrtt  ((MMOOCCAA)) Grand Avenue.
The museum houses abstract
expressionist pieces to pop art to
recent works by young artists.
Admission is free 5–8 p.m. on
Thursdays.
22.. TThhee  GGeeffffeenn  CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy

aatt  MMOOCCAA.. This converted ware-
house is where “too large for the
California Plaza” installation art
finds a home. Admission is free
5–8 p.m. on Thursdays.
33.. MMOOCCAA  PPaacciiffiicc  DDeessiiggnn

CCeenntteerr.. This MOCA outpost
has rotating exhibits of architec-
ture, design and photography.
Admission is always free.
44.. MMuusseeuumm  ooff NNeeoonn  AArrtt.. The
museum saves these pieces of
contemporary art from being
overlooked on the highway.
Admission is free every second
Thursday of the month from
5–8 p.m.
TThhee  CCllaassssiiccss:: Everyone can
appreciate the masters of art.
Well, if not, everyone can appre-
ciate a free cultural experience.

11.. LLooss  AAnnggeelleess  CCoouunnttyy  MMuusseeuumm

ooff AArrtt  ((LLAACCMMAA)).. After seeing
Mary Cassatt’s “Mother About to
Wash Her Sleepy Child,” visitors
can also see the plaza where Steve
Martin roller-skated in L.A. Story.
Admission to the museum’s gal-
leries is free every day after 5 p.m.,
and all day on the second Tuesday
of every month.
22.. NNoorrttoonn  SSiimmoonn  MMuusseeuumm..

Raphael, Botticelli, Rembrandt,
Renoir, Monet, Degas, Picasso
and Van Gogh–they’re all here.
Admission is free the first Friday
of every month from 6–9 p.m.
33.. HHaammmmeerr  MMuusseeuumm.
Occidental Petroleum founder
Armand Hammer left his collec-
tion of Impressionist and Post-
Impressionist paintings, including
work from Monet, van Gogh and
Pissarro, to the general public.
Admission is free every
Thursday.
44.. TThhee  GGeettttyy  CCeenntteerr.. Reasons to
visit include Claude Monet, Andy
Warhol, Walker Evans, Eugène
Atget, Edmund Teske and
Weegee. Admission to the Getty
is always free.
55.. GGeettttyy  VViillllaa.. Modeled after a
Roman villa, this branch of

Getty's collection focuses on
ancient Greek and Roman art.
Admission to the Getty Villa is
always free.
NNaattuurraall  WWoonnddeerrss:: Evolution
versus creationism? Let’s not go
there. Just look at the stuffed ani-
mals and flowers. Pretty flowers.
11.. NNaattuurraall  HHiissttoorryy  MMuusseeuumm..

This popular museum houses
dinosaurs, bugs and dioramas
about African and North
American mammals. Admission
is free every first Tuesday of the
month.
22.. GGeeoorrggee  CC.. PPaaggee  MMuusseeuumm  aatt

tthhee  LLaa  BBrreeaa  TTaarr  PPiittss.. Saber-tooth
tigers, wooly mammoths and giant
sloths. Who knew taxidermy was
so cool? Admission is free every
first Tuesday of the month.
33.. HHuunnttiinnggttoonn  LLiibbrraarryy,, AArrtt

CCoolllleeccttiioonnss  aanndd  BBoottaanniiccaall

GGaarrddeennss.. The 150 acres include
the Rose Garden, with its 1,200-
plus varieties; the Japanese and
Zen Gardens; and the surreal
Desert Garden. Admission is
free on the first Thursday of
every month.
44.. LLooss  AAnnggeelleess  CCoouunnttyy

AArrbboorreettuumm.. A sort of lesser-
known cousin to the Huntington
Library, Art Galleries and
Botanical Gardens, the Arboretum
makes up for its #2 stature with a
plethora of classes and tours.
55.. CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  SScciieennccee  CCeenntteerr..

The center is an innovative,
hands-on “edutainment” muse-
um. The permanent gallery is
always free.

For more log on to
http://www.la.com.
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MMOONNDDAAYY

““GGeett  RRiicchh  BBEEFFOORREE  yyoouu
RReettiirree,,”” ffiinnaanncciiaall  lleeccttuurree
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Palm Springs 
Public Library
300 S. Sunrise Way
Palm Springs
For more info 
call 322-READ

 Faces Day Spa
 A Holistic Heath Spa

 ~ 361-7546 ~     www.Faces-Day-Spa.com
 73554  29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA

 Faces Day Spa invites you to come in for an 
 experience as natural as you are. Spring into health 

 and healthy good looks with our spa services and classes.

 On April 13th we are offering two different classes ~

 B EYOND  E XPECTATION .
 C OME   FOR   LIFE …S TAY   FOR   AWHILE .

 �
 Liquid Bodies:  Learn to move, bend, flex, and stretch with 
 grace & fluidity. Practical application of basic and specialized 
 stretches that are easy to incorporate into your everyday life. 2

 We provide a wide range of services, from massages and facials to 
 manicures and pedicures, waxing, individual holistic nutrition, 
 quantum energentics & REIKI for the Body, Spirit and Soul. 

 Make up made simple for teenagers. 
 Including prom make up instruction.  1

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 365-9633
 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

SSUUNNDDAAYY

RReeppttiilleess  ooff  tthhee  DDeesseerrtt
Time: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Where: Oasis Visitor Center
74485 National Park Dr.
Twentynine Palms
For more 
info call 
367-5537

Movies for the
upcoming week
at the Sunset

Cinema

TTOODDAAYY

DDiiggiittaall  MMiixxeedd  MMeeddiiaa  MMaaggiicc  II
Time: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Where: Palm Springs Art
Museum
101 Museum Drive,
Palm Springs
For more 
info call 
325-7186

FFRRIIDDAAYY––SSUUNNDDAAYY

JJoosshhuuaa  TTrreeee  NNaattiioonnaall  PPaarrkk
AArrtt  FFeessttiivvaall,, AApprriill  44––66
Time: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Where: Joshua Tree National
Park Visitor Center
74485 National Park Drive
Twentynine Palms
For more info 
call 367-5537

SSUUNNDDAAYY
RRiicckk  SSpprriinnggffiieelldd
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Casino Morongo
Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr.
Cabazon
For more info call 
(800)252-4499

FFRRIIDDAAYY

““AAnnootthheerr  DDaayy  iinn  BBaagghhddaadd,,”” aa
ppllaayy  bbyy  MMaajj.. DDaavviidd  AA..TTuucckkeerr
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Hi-Desert Cultural
Center
61231 29 Palms Highway
Joshua Tree
For more info 
call 366-3777

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY

PPiioonneeeerrttoowwnn  PPoossssee  OOlldd
WWeesstt  RRee--eennaaccttmmeenntt  TTrroouuppee
Time: 2:30 p.m.
Where: Pioneertown 
Mane Street, in 
front of 
Pioneer Bowl
For more 
info call 
364-3544

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY

AArrtt  WWaallkk  iinn  PPaallmm  DDeesseerrtt
Time: 5-9 p.m.
Where: El Paseo District
Off Highway 111, 
between Monterrey 
and Portola
Palm Desert
For more 
info call 
346-8885

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY
There Will Be Blood
7 p.m. - R

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY
The Eye
6 p.m. - PG-13

FFRRIIDDAAYY
Over Her Dead Body
6 p.m. - PG-13

Welcome Home Roscoe
Jenkins
9 p.m. - PG-13

The Eye 
Midnight  - PG-13

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY
FREE Matinee
Ice Age 2
11 a.m. - PG

Jumper
2 p.m. - PG-13

Definitely, Maybe
6 p.m. - PG-13

Step-Up 2
9 p.m. - PG-13

Untraceable
Midnight - R

SSUUNNDDAAYY
Fool’s Gold
2 p.m. - PG-13

Vantage Point
6 p.m. - PG-13

Witless Protection
9 p.m. - PG-13

MMOONNDDAAYY
Over Her Dead Body
7 p.m. - PG-13

TTUUEESSDDAAYY

Untraceable
7 p.m. - R

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY
JJoossss  SSttoonnee
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino
84245 Indian 
Springs Pkwy.
For more info 
call 342-5000

AA  gguuiiddee  ttoo  LLAA’’ss  ttoopp  mmuusseeuummss’’ ffrreeee  aaddmmiissssiioonn  ddaayyss



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Elements from three Combat
Center units deployed in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom
Saturday and Sunday.

More than 100 Marines and
sailors from Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374, 16
Marines and sailors from
Alpha Company, 3rd Combat
Engineer Battalion and 150
service members from Mike
Battery, 3rd Battalion, 11th
Marine Regiment, departed for
separate deployments to vari-
ous parts of Iraq.

MWSS-374 loaded their gear
and boarded buses to join the rest

of their Marines for a seven-
month deployment to Southern
Al Anbar Province.

The Marines conducted multi-
ple exercises aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz.,
throughout the last year to pre-
pare for this deployment.

“We went through multiple
training exercises to prepare for
this deployment,” said Capt. Lisa
O’Brien, company commander
and communications officer. “We
aced all our training, including
WTI [Weapons Tactics Instructors
course], Desert Talon and convoy
training.”

O’Brien, a Minneapolis native,
expressed her confidence in the
squadron’s abilities due to the
constant training they had accom-

plished throughout the year.
The Marines and sailors of

MWSS-374 will be supporting air
fields and recovering downed air-
craft during their seven-month
deployment.

While MWSS-374 loaded into
their buses, 16 Marines and sailors
from Alpha Company, 3rd CEB,
departed the Combat Center for
their deployment.

The 138 Marines and sailors
from the company have been acti-
vated for their first combat deploy-
ment since Operation Desert
Storm. They will be deployed in
support of Regimental Combat
Team 5 from Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton, Calif.

“This is a pivotal moment for the

AA44 AAPPRRIILL 22,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

HOT TOPICS

 Call to reserve your space now!
 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

 To advertise in this space Call  365-3315 or 367-3577
 IRS forms are getting more and more complicated.

 Tax payers need professional options to file their returns properly.

 April 15th is 
 Coming....
 Are you 
 ready?

 Let these Tax 
 professionals
 file the best 
 results for you!

 Your Community Newspapers
 Working to Serve You Better!

 R    &       A

 RARICK & ASSOCIATES
 “S erving The High Desert For Over 35 Years”

 • I NDIVIDUAL  • C ORPORATION

 • P ARTNERSHIP  • O UT -O F -S TATE

  •  F INANCIAL  P LANNING

 • E NROLLED  T O  P RACTICE  B EFORE  T HE  IRS

 228-1829 
 57466 29 Palms Hwy., Ste. E 

 Yucca Valley

 Low competitive pricing 
 uncompromising integrity.

 “ Here Today, Here Tomorrow ”

 When you got people,

 no tax return is 
 too complicated.

 H&R Block has trained tax professionals who can prepare 
 even the most complex returns and find you  every 
 deduction that you’re entitled to.  There are H&R Block 
 tax professionals available year-round to prepare your 
 return today. And since they attend annual tax law 
 seminars, they’re ready to handle most any tax situation.
 Even yours.

 Come talk to your people today at H&R Block

 Stop into your nearby H&R Block location listed below.
 For other locations call 1-800-HRBLOCK or visit hrblock.com

 6260 Adobe Road
 Twentynine Palms

 760-361-1040
 Mon.-Fri. 1:00-5:00

 55417 29 Palms Hwy
 Yucca Valley
 760-365-7211

 Wed. 9:30-3:30

 If you discover an H&R Block error on your return which entitles you to a larger refund (or smaller  tax liability) than 
 what we calculated, we’ll refund your tax prep fee for that return. Refund claims must be made durin g calendar 

 year in which tax return is prepared. © 2006 H&R Block Services, Inc. 

 You got people*

See DEPLOY, A8

TTAAKKEE--OOUUTT  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CCHHOOWW

Phelps Hall, building 1460,
will be offering Take-Out
Service starting April 1. The
service will start after the
breakfast meal at 8:30 a.m.
and end prior to the lunch
meal at 10:30 a.m. This is a
four to six month trial peri-
od. Making the service per-
manent will depend on the
amount of business during
the trial period. Any ques-
tions can be directed to
Master Sgt. Marco L. Barnes
at 830-8023 or 830-6632.

NNAAVVAALL  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL

RRIIDDGGEE  RRUUNN

The annual Ridge Run spon-
sored by Naval Hospital
MWR will be held April 18.
The race course will be the
same as last year at Range
100. The start and finish
line will be behind the Naval
Hospital. Race 1 will consist
of a 5K run through the
trails above the hospital.
This race should be relative-
ly flat. Race 2 will be a stren-
uous 8K run, through sand,
up and down hills. Get ready
for a challenge. The race will
begin at 7 a.m. Race day reg-
istration will begin at 6 a.m.
The cost is $10 for individu-
als signing up for the run
before April 11, $13 for indi-
viduals signing up after April
11, and $5 for squad runners
(5 or more per squad). All
runners will receive a com-
memorative engraved Dog
Tag. For more information
please contact Dan Barber
at 830-2362.

KKIIDDSS  PPFFTT:: PPLLAAYY

AANNDD  FFUUNN  TTIIMMEE

Are you a Marine or sailor
that can kick a soccer ball,
play chase (tag), or throw a
football with children of
those forward deployed?  If
so, we need you on April 20
at 2 p.m. at the East Gym
Basketball Court. For more
information please e-mail
kidspftpalms@live.com.

BBEEGGIINNNNEERRSS  RRIIDDEERR

CCOOUURRSSEE

The Safety Center is now
conducting a Beginners
Rider Course on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays. If you
have completed the class-
room portion of the BRC
and have your own motor-
cycle, come in and get
signed up for range time.
The weather is starting to
warm up and the ranges are
going to be filling up soon.
To sign up, come to building
1447. If you have any ques-
tions, contact Bob Piirainen
at 830-6154.

Three MCAGCC units deploy over weekend

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Marines from Tube-launched, Optically-tracked, Wire-guided
Platoon, Headquarters and Service Company, 1st Tank Battalion,
say goodbye to their wives before deploying with Alpha Company,
3rd Combat Engineer Battalion, Saturday. Six Marines from TOW
Platoon deployed with Alpha Company, 3rd CEB, in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Cpl. Khalee Oshea, Nuclear Biologic Chemical Noncommissioned
Officer, Headquarters Company, Marine Wing Support Squadron
374, laughs with her husband, Rian Oshea before she leaves for a
seven-month deployment to Al Anbar Province Saturday.



PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Suicide is one of the leading caus-
es of death of Marines and sailors.
There are however, steps you can
take to prevent your loved ones
from becoming a statistic.

If you suspect a friend or
loved one is contemplating sui-
cide do not be afraid to confront
them about it. Clarify the details
and find out if they have a plan
and means to carry it out. Also
do not leave the person alone and
be willing to listen.

Never be sworn to secrecy and
do not act shocked at the fact a
friend or loved one is experienc-
ing suicidal behavior.

“Some warning signs of suici-
dal behavior are lost interest in
personal appearance, self
destructive marks, increased use
of alcohol or drugs and the giving
away of prized possessions,” said
Tanya Stuckey, prevention and
education specialist, Marine
Corps Community Services,

Family Advocacy Program.
If a friend or loved one is suici-

dal do not lecture them on the
value of life and do not debate
whether suicide is right or wrong.
Be open and allow them to
express their feelings.

There are several risk factors
that can contribute to suicide such
as mental health problems like
depression or substance abuse,
suicidal thoughts and a history of
suicidal behavior, added Stuckey.

The Combat Center takes sev-
eral steps toward suicide preven-
tion and awareness.

“One thing the base does to
try to prevent suicides is that
MCCS Marine & Family
Services provides support for
the annual Suicide Awareness
training requirement,” said
Peter Morris, Family Advocacy
Program Branch Head, Marine
& Family Services Division.

An individual contemplating
suicide may provide subtle clues
to fellow Marines, friends or fam-
ily that something is not right in

their life. With heightened aware-
ness of the signs and symptoms
of suicidal behavior, those friends
and family members may be able
to intervene before an irrevocable
action is taken, added Morris.

According to Master Sgt. John
Humbertson, operations officer,
Provost Marshal’s Office, the
majority of interventions PMO is
involved with result from phone
calls from friends and loved ones.

More than 30,000 Americans
commit suicide every year.

Research shows a connection
between Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder and suicide. Traumatic
events such as sexual abuse,
domestic violence and combat-
related trauma generally increase
one’s suicide risk.

Just remember you can save
the life of a friend or loved one by
simply showing that you care and
taking action.

For more information about
suicide prevention and awareness
visit http://www.usmc-mccs.org/
suicideprevent/index.cfm.
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Savings for today
and tomorrow.

Navy Federal can serve Department of the Navy active duty, retired, reserve, civilian, on-base contractor personnel and Naval Academy midshipmen and their families. Federal law gen-
erally prohibits federal credit unions from serving nonmembers. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Copyright © 2008 Navy Federal
NFCU 10599-A (2-08)

IRA and Share Certificates that provide
earnings you can count on.

For more information and rates, visit a branch, call
1-888-842-NFCU (6328) or choose to open and
manage your accounts online at navyfederal.org.

• Minimums from $100 to $100,000
• Fixed and variable rates

• Terms from 13 weeks to 7 years
• Retirement planning services

 Local Auto Glass Specialist

 • In Shop Or Free Mobile Service
 • Home Or Business
 • Insurance Claims Welcome
 • Rock Chip Repair
 • The Auto Glass Experts

rrs TM 760-369-2122

 FREE
 PHONE

 QUOTES!

 We come to you  @  your convenience!
 56530 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 Mon. - Fri. 8-5 • Sat. by appt.

Counseling services for suicide prevention
MCCS Counseling Services hours of operation are Monday through Friday, 7:30
a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
On Mondays MCCS provides “open door” counseling from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Building 1438.

Suicide prevention and awareness

the sound of the enemy’s gunfire.
Without regard for his personal

well-being, Dollard narrowly avoid-
ed enemy bullets to reach his com-
mander. He then shielded his com-
mander from danger, only to get
struck himself, taking two rounds
to his upper torso body armor.

He was dazed but still persisted
to provide first aid to his com-
mander. Then he dragged the lieu-
tenant 25 meters and continued to
provide first aid. Seconds later,
Dollard was struck in the leg by
small arms fire. He refused medical
care, then directed his fire team to
tend to his commander’s wounds.

Even after a vehicle arrived to
the Marines’ rescue, Dollard still
refused medical attention until his
wounded Marines were treated first.

Dollard’s parents are extreme-
ly proud of their son’s accom-
plishments.

“Ever since he was born I
knew he was going to be special,”
said Judy Dollard, mother of Cpl.
Dollard, of Pleasant, Calif. “It
was something that I just felt. He
always was that kind of guy that
stood up for his friends.”

Cpl. Dollard’s father said he
didn’t expect anything like this.

“I know he worked hard in
Iraq,” said Todd Dollard, father
of the Silver Star Medal recipient.
“It’s nice to have something like
this to focus it all. Everybody
we’ve talked to about this [has]
been supportive of this.”

Cpl. Dollard’s former company
commander flew here from Arizona
to be a part of the ceremony.

“I wanted to recognize his
achievement and the achieve-
ments of the company,” said
Hasseltine, Company F’s com-
mander during the time of
Dollard’s heroic actions.

Dollard was grateful for the
award, but humble.

“I don’t know what to say; it
feels good,” he said. “It was a lot of
adrenaline. I know I had machine
guns doing their job, so I felt safer.”

Dollard currently works as a
lifeguard at one of the recreation-
al swimming facilities here and
will do so until his Marine Corps
contract expires in September.

Meanwhile, Dollard’s former
unit will become the first battal-
ion-sized Marine unit to support
the Afghan National Police in

Afghanistan since 2006 when
they deploy this spring.

2/7 will follow in the footsteps
of freedom fighters from 2nd
Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment ;
3rd Battalion, 6th Marine
Regiment; 3rd Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment; 2nd Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment and 1st
Battalion; 3rd Marine Regiment.

SILVER STAR, from A1

Resources available for those in need

• Naval Hospital Emergency Room 830-2354
• San Bernardino Suicide Hotline    (800) 832-9119
• Naval Hospital Mental Health Center 830-2935
• Catholic Chaplain 830-6456
• Protestant Chaplain  830-6464
• Duty Chaplain 830-2190
• CLB – 7 Chaplain 830-6703
• Headquarters Battalion 830-4571 
• MCCES Chaplain 830-6489
• MWSS-374 Chaplain 830-7494
• 7th Marine Regiment Chaplain 830-4106
• 1st Tanks Battalion Chaplain 830-6789
• 1/7 Chaplain 830-5905
• 2/7 Chaplain 830-5865
• 3rd LAR Chaplain 830-6057
• 3/4 Chaplain 830-8667
• 3/7 Chaplain 830-7268
• 3/11 Chaplain 830-5540 
• PMO 830-6800

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

The steps friends family members take can greatly help to prevent
their loved ones from committing suicide.
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Titanium welding to become valuable MCAGCC asset
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
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A new capability was adopted by
the Combat Center March 21
when three Exercise Support
Division welders and one
Facilities Maintenance Branch
welder took the final test to quali-
fy as certified titanium welders.

For the Combat Center, hav-
ing titanium welders aboard the
installation will reduce the cost
and time-consuming process of
repairing military equipment that
is made out of titanium.

Although there are numerous
types of welding, titanium weld-
ing is the least common.

Having this additional cababili-

ty at the Combat Center will
reduce the cost of shipping equip-
ment to other bases. It will also
allow titanium-based equipment
to be prepared more quickly so it
can be returned to the fight.

“When the Marine Corps
finds out we have a group here
who can weld titanium, we’re
going to be getting equipment
from back east,” said Michael
Urteaga, an ESD welder. “As of
right now, we’re one of the bases
shipping our equipment out to
get repaired.”

One piece of titanium equip-
ment used by the Combat Center
and the Marine Corps is the M777
ultralightweight howitzer, said
Master Sgt. Rocky Bennett, ESD
ordnance chief. Before, 3/11 had

to ship its howitzers to other
bases, sometimes even overseas,
to repair any damages.

Now, the ESD welders will be
able to fix them here aboard the
installation.

Some of the benefits of titani-
um are it is more readily available,
has more strength than steel with
one-third the weight, and does
not rust or corrode.

However, there are two factors
which may inhibit the growth of
titanium welding withing the
Marine Corps, the cost and ability
to produce the metal.

The first problem is the cost of
titanium. Although it may be
lighter and stronger than steel,
high quality products seldom
comes without a high price tag.

According to an article pub-
lished in the March 2008 issue of
“Inside Business” magazine, titani-
um is going to become the pre-
miere metal for the military.
However, titanium may be more
high quality than steel or aluminum,
but it is not as cost-effective.

Titanium is very expensive and
the use of this metal as opposed
to steel will triple the cost, said
Charles Clark, Defense Metals
Technology Center executive
director for North Canton, Ohio,
in the article.

Instead of the traditional heat
and pressure process used to pro-
duce steel, titanium involves a more
complicated chemical process,
making it much more expensive.

The second factor causing tita-
nium to be overlooked as an alter-
native to steel is the complication
of the welding process.

“Titanium is much more diffi-
cult and exotic to weld,” said Leslie
Hundley, an ESD welder. “Unlike
steel and aluminum, the conditions
have to be just right in order to
weld titanium. If you let any impu-
rities from the air get to your titani-
um weld, it can become brittle.”

Despite these two factors, tita-
nium has numerous advantages
over steel and aluminum, and is
still being looked at as the pre-

miere metal for the military. The
Army has already begun to build
up-armor for their vehicles out of
titanium and the Navy has
changed several types of ships and
submarines into titanium vessels.

Henry Jackson, owner of
Vocational Training International,
Inc., came to the Combat Center
Friday to test the skills of the four
welders and certify them as titani-
um welders.

“In our field, there are only a
handful of people qualified to
weld titanium,” he said. “This is a
first for this base, and it’ll be a
good thing for these guys to be
able to repair these guns and any
other titanium equipment they
may have in the future.”

The titanium welding course,
which is normally four to six
weeks long, was completed by the
four Combat Center welders in 32
hours, added Jackson.

Jackson spent 20 years in the
Navy as a welder, where he earned
his titanium welding certification.
He now provides training through
his own company, VTI, and is a
full-time welding professor at
Riverside Community College,
Riverside, Calif.

Urteaga also gave credit to the
machine shop at ESD for prepar-
ing and cutting the piping needed
for the welders to test.

Without their help, we would
not be able to test today, he said.

With this new capability, the
Combat Center will now be
able to repair its own howitzers
as well as equipment from
other installations which lack
titanium welders.

As the future of military metal
may move toward titanium, the
Combat Center will be able to
adjust to the change and keep the
Marine Corps running smoothly.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

The heat and pressure from the torch fuse two pieces of titanium
pipe together.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Michael Urteaga, an Exercise Support Division welder, fuses two
pieces of titanium pipe together Friday at the ESD welding shop
during his final test to become certified as a titanium welder.
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More than 230 Marines,
sailors, their dependents and
civilians participated in the
fifth biannual MCCES Fun
Run March 21, at the Combat
Center’s Building 1831.

The event was open to the
public and included a 5-kilo-
meter St. Patrick’s Day cos-
tume contest run, a 10K run,
a half-marathon and a five-
member team half-marathon.

MCCES holds this event
every March and October in
order to raise money for the
Marine Corps birthday ball,
said Col. Kevin Nally, MCCES
commanding officer.

As each runner crossed the
finish line, Capt. Jason
Roberts, MCCES Fun Run
officer-in-charge, announced
their time and congratulated
them on a run well done.
Food and drinks were waiting
for each runner.

Amy Fauls, owner of
Tropical Massage in Yucca
Valley, and her staff offered
free massages to each runner
as well.

Cash prizes were awarded
to the top three St. Patrick’s
Day costumes.

Medals were awarded to
the top three runners in each
race as well as the best run-
ners in each age group.

Vincent Camilo was the

first male to finish the 5K at
00:20:32, followed by Steven
Smith at 00:21:12 and
Spencer Felder at 00:21:29.

Rachel Robinson finished
the 5K race first for the
females coming in at

00:21:35. Lindsay Gonzalez
came in second with a time of
00:24:59, followed by Lacy
Richey at 00:26:16.

The first male to finish the
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See RUN, A8

Marines stride out at 5th MCCES Fun Run

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Runners sprint toward the finish line at the 5th annual MCCES Fun Run March
21, at the Combat Center’s Building 1831. The event is held twice a year to
raise money for the MCCES Marine Corps Ball.

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Master Sgt. Juan Lizalde, supply staff noncommissioned
officer-in-charge, Headquarters Company, MCCES,
sprints toward the finish line with his dog.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Two Marines from Combined Anti-Armor Team, Weapons Company,
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, carry a casualty to an evacuation
vehicle during the Night Urban Motorized Operations Course at
Combat Center Range 215 Thursday. Log on to
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil for the full story.

2/7 rules the night at NUMOC



battalion,” said First Sgt. Manuel
Colon, Alpha Company first ser-
geant. “We’re ready to conduct
operations in theater and bring
everybody home safely. Our flag
is officially flying forward.”

The battalion was officially
reactivated Oct. 30 when the
colors were passed to Alpha
Company after being deactivat-
ed in 1995. Now, after only five
months of preparation, Alpha
Company is ready to deploy.

In addition to the Alpha
Company Marines from TOW
Platoon, Headquarters and
Service Company, 1st Tank
Battalion, are also deploying to
support Alpha Company.

Due to the nature of CEB

deployments, Alpha Company
will be broken up by platoons to
support multiple infantry battal-
ions deployed overseas.

“This deployment is kind of
a unique challenge for us,” said
Capt. John C. Morgan, Alpha
Company commander. “We’re
sending lots of different ele-
ments in different directions.
Our company is compiled from
two different duty stations –
here and Camp Pendleton.”

Elements of the company
are currently deployed sup-
porting 3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment. More
Marines and sailors from
Alpha Company, 3rd CEB,
will deploy later this month in
support of 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, and 2nd
Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, from Marine Corps
Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.

While MWSS-374 and 3rd
CEB were well on their way to
Iraq, Mike Battery, 3/11, loaded
their buses and bid farewell to
friends and families the next
morning for their deployment.

Mike Battery deployed as an
artillery battery, yet will also be
conducting provisional missions
such as vehicle checkpoints and
convoy security.

“This is what they have been
training to do for the last four
months,” said Lt. Col. James C.
Lewis, 3/11 Battalion
Commander. “I am confident the
training they went through pre-
pared them for this deployment.”

Mike Battery is the second
unit from 11th Marine
Regiment, and second battery
from 3/11 to deploy with the
M777A2 Howitzer.

10K race was David O’Neil at
00:42:47 followed by Carlos
Garcia, Russell Penolan and
Jimmy Pineda at 00:44:20.

Lizette Hernandez finished the
10K first for the females at
48:38:00. Delilah Carden came in
second at 57:55:00 followed by
Leslie Aguilar at 58:42:00.

“This event is a celebration
of physical fitness and
endurance,” said Don Tolbert,
race director and logistics spe-
cialist for MCCES. “We have
fun out here.”

Tolbert, a Canton, Ohio,
native, retired from the Marine
Corps as a lieutenant colonel and
participates as a triathlon athlete.

He was the first to finish the

half-marathon with a time of
1:33:42. Eduardo Seguerra fin-
ished with 1:37:38 and Edgar
Caballero at 1:38:36.

Fabiola Pamatz was the top
runner for the females in the half-
marathon at 1:37:36, followed by
Melisa Dowd at 1:55:23 and
Darcy Passol at1:58:48.

The run not only raised money
for the unit’s Marine Corps Ball, it
motivated the participants.

“This event is good for morale
and enhances physical training,”
said Nally, a Troy, Ohio, native.
“It gives the Marines something
fun to do instead of running
three miles in formation.”

The next MCCES Fun Run is
scheduled for Oct. 31, featuring
Halloween “Ghost Run” costume
contest event.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 JOIN US IN JOIN US IN
 WORSHIP WORSHIP

 Basin Wide  Basin Wide 
 Opportunities for  Opportunities for 

 Praise! Praise!

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM

 (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Y ucca Valley Church of the Nazaren e
 9:45 am  Morning Worship

 8:30 am  Sunday School (All ages)
 6:00 pm  Evening Service

 56248 Buena Vista,  365-7819
 www.yvnazarene.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 11:30 am • Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
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 We’re Here for Everyone
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 www.stmartinschurch29.org
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 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
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 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Join us for Worship & Celebration
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 Desert Dome
 5420 Border Ave., J.T.
 Church Service - 10:30 AM

 Childrens Church - 10:40 AM
 760-366-4840

 Unity Church of Morongo Basin

 Calvary Christian 
 Fellowship

 Ph: 760.364.1990
 E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

 Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm 
 3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

 Tye Bridges - Pastor

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
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 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014
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 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Wonder Valley 
 Community Church

 82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
 Office: 367-0279

 Bible studies:  9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
 Worship:  5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday

 Pastor: Rex Shaver
 Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Pastor Raymond Butcher

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15am Morning Worship 10:30am

 Evening Service 6:00pm
 Wednesday Services

 Prayer/Bible study 6:30pm
 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30pm

 **Childcare available**
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA  • 760 367-7561

 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 Rob D. Watkins
 Pastor

 57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

 Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
 Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
 Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 760-365-9731 760-365-9731 (Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 10
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12
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Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com
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The Combat Center hosted the
Commandant of the Mexican
Marine Corps and other Mexican
Navy staff March 26 to 28.

As the Mexican military looks
to build training facilities in sup-
port of their war on drug traffick-
ing, it was the Combat Center
they looked to for inspiration.

“I will be taking back to my
country the importance and ben-
efits of having a training facility
that prepares units and individu-
als to complete real world mis-
sions,” said Rear Adm. Pedro
Garcia Valerio, Commandant of
the Mexican Marine Corps,

through a translator.
Valerio toured the Expeditionary

Airfield; Military Operations in
Urban Terrain facilities and Camp
Wilson, the staging area for pre-
deployment training, with his staff
to gather ideas to design more than
a dozen similar training facilities
throughout Mexico.

“They are going to be building
17 battalion sized bases in 17
coastal states,” said Ronald J. Cruz,
director of Government Programs
and Relations and translator for the
Mexican Marines. “They are build-
ing to add additional support for
their tactical support of the
Mexican war on drugs [Counter
Drug Effort.]”

The commandant said it
became apparent that the real

success of any armed force is the
preparedness for that time their
training must be put to use in a
hostile environment.

Capt. John Bussard, Marine
Wing Support Squadron 374
airfield company commander,
provided the commandant and
his staff information about how
the EAF works, how many air-
craft it can maintain, how the
runways were built, and what
material was used.

Speaking through a translator,
Cmdr. Marco Antonio Martinez
Tenorio, Mexican Navy General
Staff, expressed his amazement
regarding the EAF.

“I am impressed with the EAF,
in particular the runway,” said
Tenorio. “The fast technology
used permits rapid construction
and utilization of tactical fields
for real world missions.”

After touring the EAF, Valerio
and his Marines stopped by Camp

Wilson for the second part of
their tour.

A slideshow was presented to
the commandant to explain how
Camp Wilson is run. The infor-
mation presented ranged from
food services to the position of

Camp Commandant.
“I was especially impressed with

the logistical support in place for the
units that come through here,” said
Cruz, translating for Cmdr. Javier
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Call TODAY! 800-261-5379

James Leis
U.S. Air Force (ret.)

“Allied is the place to go. The military will pay for it. Anybody anywhere has
access to the Internet in the military. It is huge to be able to complete classes

online. As long as you have the desire, you can reach your goals.”
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Over 20+ career training programs available!

Active Duty
Start Your

Civilian Career!

Receive a Laptop
at NO COST

When You Enroll

OP1107
 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE
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 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time 
 Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

See MEXICO, A12
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of
Catholic Women (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9 a.m. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth Grp.
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult
Group age 18-35, married or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)
HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff OObblliiggaattiioonn
MMaasssseess
12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall
CChhrriissttiiaann  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*

Wed. Bible Study: 7 p.m.
PPrrootteessttaanntt  LLiittuurrggiiccaall
SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship
LLaayy--LLeedd  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
BBaappttiisstt  SSeerrvviiccee CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship

LLaayy--LLeedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship
MMiiddwweeeekk  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass
TTuueessddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
5-7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(2nd Tues. of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st
Tuesday each Month

WWeeddnneessddaayy
VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in
the Prayer Room contact
Chaplain Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Praise & Worship
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/
Fellowship
7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible
Study
7 p.m. Praise & Worship
Service.

11sstt  TThhuurrssddaayy  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus
LLeeggeenndd
*Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made
for Confessions, call 
830-6456 or 830-6646

Commandant of Mexican Marine
Corps visits the Combat Center

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Ronald J. Cruz, director of Government Programs and Relations
translates for Rear Adm. Pedro Garcia Valerio, Commandant of the
Mexican Marine Corps, as Capt. John Bussard, Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374 airfield company commander, explains how the
Expeditionary Airfield works, how many aircraft it can maintain and
how the runways are built at the Combat Center’s EAF March 26.



PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center hosted the
50th Annual Boy’s Basketball
Tournament at the East and West
fitness centers from March 28 to 30.

The open gate event consisted
of 60 boy’s basketball teams from
around the surrounding areas
from ages eight to 14.

The Barstow B-Town Ballers
defeated the Redondo Beach Youth
Basketball All-Stars 33-31 for third
place overall in the fifth and sixth
grade “A” Division March 30.

Valley Wide Cordoba got first
place in the tournament and Valley
Wide Murrietta placed second
overall. Both teams are from the
Hemet and San Jacinto, Calif., area.

The game started out even as
both teams scored six points each
in the first quarter.

In the second quarter, the
Ballers outplayed the All-stars and took a 15-
13 lead at the end of the half.

The second half started out fast-paced
and full of intensity from both teams as the
crowd cheered.

Both teams were hammering on a full-
court press the entire game.

The Ballers extended their lead late in the
third quarter to 19-15 with 2:38 left on the
clock, but the All-stars battled back and cut
the lead to 21-19 at the end of the quarter.

The coaches gave their teams one final
inspiring pep talk before they headed back
out on the court to play the final quarter.

The Ballers struck first in the fourth
extending their lead to 23-19 with 5:35 left to
go in the game.

The All-stars would not go down without a
fight and tied the game for the first time since
the first quarter at 25 with only 2:31 left to play.

As the clock quickly wound down, the
All-stars were down 33-31 with only three
seconds left on the clock and had one final
chance to force the game into overtime.

On the inbound pass the All-stars missed
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which are more accelerated
than standard school courses,
Advancement Via Individual
Determination, or AVID, which
is a program designed to help
underachieving students suc-
ceed in college, and special edu-
cation programs, for students
who require additional teaching
for special needs.

One of the most important
things the Combat Center is
doing to facilitate an increase in
quality education is to hire a
school liaison officer, said
Pacheco. This new position will
work directly with Col. Robert J.
Abblitt, the Combat Center
chief of staff, in order to assist
the schools with their educa-
tional needs.

Due to limited resources,
DoDEA’s educational focus lies
solely with military dependents
attending school. However, the
Combat Center is committed not
only to the children of military
families, but to all children within
the school district.

“We will be using DoD assets
so we can improve the quality of
life within the Morongo Unified
School District,” said James
Ricker, G-5 assistant chief of
staff. “All entities here within the
Morongo Basin should be look-

ing at any way to partner with the
Morongo Unified School District
because they have the very daunt-
ing task of preparing our children
to be the leaders of this country
in the future.”

One way Spiese proposed to
increase educational opportuni-
ties aboard the installation is
through the Lifelong Learning
Center and Education Office.
Although both amenities are use-
ful to Combat Center personnel,
they are currently limited.

Plans are in motion for a
Lifelong Learning Center with
benefits open to the entire
community as well. Spiese
mentioned the educational
importance of both locations
and the potential impact they
have on students, especially
those enrolled in advanced
placement classes.

The gears began turning for
the education projects last fall
when representatives from
MCAGCC, MUSD and DoDEA
met at the 2007 National
Association for Impacted Schools
Conference in Washington, D.C.

The conference established a
relationship between the Combat
Center and DoDEA, and also
helped both parties achieve an
understanding of challenges the
school district faces.

“A big part of the problem is

moving,” said Pacheco. “When
you PCS [Permanent Change of
Station] and uproot your family, it
can create a lot of stress. We want
to provide a smooth transition in
the schools to families to reduce
the stress of moving from one
place to another.

“The Morongo Unified
School District knows the diffi-

culties of having to move your
children and the stress involved,
which also helps build our rela-
tionship,” he added.

In February, another meeting
took place, which gave DoDEA
and MUSD the opportunity to
directly partner up and identify
the needs of the school district.
Also present were representa-
tives from Marine Corps
Installations West and Marine
Forces Pacific Hawaii.

“We want this to be a win/win
situation for everybody,” said
Pacheco. “The base will share its
successes and lessons learned
from the program with MCI West
and MARFORPAC Hawaii.

“DoDEA has limited resources,
so we are fortunate to have been
selected to spearhead the charge,”
he added.

Another way the Combat
Center will be helping DoDEA
and MUSD is by offering to
host future meetings between
the two groups.

After the meeting March 25,
the Congressman was impressed
with the idea and more than
happy to contribute.

“This is a fabulous and won-
derful opportunity here, judging
by the attitude toward educa-
tion,” he said, addressing the
attending MUSD members.
“I’m frankly pleased you’re on
top of the questions people will
want to ask.

“With that spirit, I ask you
to go forward with it and I’ll
try to help you any way I can,”
added Lewis.

The Combat Center is playing
a crucial role in facilitating meet-
ings between DoDEA and
MUSD to ensure the schools can
provide the necessary education
for their students.

“The ultimate goal is for the

kids to get a good, quality educa-
tion to prepare them for post-sec-
ondary schools, whether it is a
community college or a four-year
college,” said Pacheco.

The plans being set by
DoDEA, MUSD and the
Combat Center will not only
benefit students from military
families, but students through-
out the Morongo Basin, said
Ricker. Not only will they ben-
efit the students, but they will
also solidify the already close-
knit ties between the installa-
tion and surrounding commu-
nities.

“Right now, the profession-
al relationship we have with
the Marine Corps base is
probably the best it’s ever
been and I’ve been on the
school board for 20 years,”
said Mike Walker, the MUSD
assistant superintendent for
business services.

This relationship is only
expected to grow over time as
the installation and the commu-
nities work together to achieve
common goals.

Additional meetings will be
held with the Combat Center,
DoDEA and MUSD in the
coming weeks to work more in-
depth on providing quality edu-
cation for all students in the
Morongo Basin.

MUSD, from A1

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Players from the Redondo Beach Youth Basketball All-stars and
the Barstow B-town Ballers fight for the ball during the 50th Annual
Boy’s Basketball Tournament March 30. The tournament wel-
comed 60 teams from the surrounding areas to the Combat Center
and city of Twentynine Palms, Calif., for the three-day event.

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Ballers power forward Gino Silva throws up a shot dur-
ing the 50th Annual Boy’s Basketball Tournament
March 30.

MCAGCC hosts 50th hoops tourney

““TThhiiss  iiss  aa  ffaabbuulloouuss
aanndd  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ooppppoorrttuu--
nniittyy  hheerree,, jjuuddggiinngg  bbyy  tthhee
aattttiittuuddee  ttoowwaarrdd  eedduuccaa--
ttiioonn,,”” ssaaiidd  CCoonnggrreessssmmaann
JJeerrrryy  LLeewwiiss,, aaddddrreessssiinngg
tthhee  aatttteennddiinngg  MMUUSSDD
mmeemmbbeerrss.. ““II’’mm  ffrraannkkllyy
pplleeaasseedd  yyoouu’’rree  oonn  ttoopp  ooff
tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  ppeeooppllee  wwiillll
wwaanntt  ttoo  aasskk..””

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRIIEENNTTEEDD
PPOOLLIICCIINNGG,, TTHHEE
PPRROOAACCTTIIVVEE  VVOOIICCEE  OOFF
CCRRIIMMEE  PPRREEVVEENNTTIIOONN
PRESENTED BY THE PROVOST MARSHAL'S

OFFICE CRIME PREVENTION SECTION

Anytime you park your vehicle
and walk away, your vehicle is a
target! 

Depending on how you
leave it, secured or unsecured,
could result in the theft of the
vehicle or items within.

Several major reasons for
thefts of cars includes; joyrid-
ing and export or “chopping”
(disassembling cars for spare
parts). Youth joyriding makes
up the largest group of these
types of offenses and is usual-
ly recovered quickly. Often
when vehicles are stolen, they
are taken to “chop” shops and
broke down for the value of
the parts which are sometimes
more profitable than selling
the vehicle outright or the
vehicles get shipped to various
countries depending on their
value. Victims of stolen vehi-
cles report the theft to their
insurance companies which in
turn makes insurance rates go
up not just for themselves but
for everyone.

Theft of property from vehi-
cles makes up approximately 85
percent of all vehicle related
thefts in the United States. This
is due to the fact that vehicles
are not secured when the own-
ers walk away. Windows and
sunroofs are left open, doors
are left unlocked, and all with
valuables left out in plain sight.
When you fail to secure your
vehicle, you are asking for
someone to come and take your
belongings.

Common items stolen are
CDs, DVD players, MP 3 play-
ers, money and keys because

they are easy to grab and go.
All these items can be sold
quickly and easily, and without
any identifiable markings
there is nothing to tie these
items back to the rightful
owner.

There are things that can be
done to prevent your vehicle
from being an easy target for
thieves by locking your car up
before walking away. Putting
valuables out of sight before
leaving and being aware of your
surroundings before walking
away from the car.

Aboard MCAGCC there
have been about 19 thefts of
or from vehicles in the past
year. Please remember to
secure your vehicles at all
times, even if all you are doing
is running up to your barracks
room or into the house for a
moment. If you have left the
car unlocked with money or
any other valuables in plain
sight, you have created an
opportunity. By being aware of
your surroundings, securing
your property, you can lower
the chances of becoming a vic-
tim. Also, marking or engrav-
ing valuables like portable
DVD players and MP3 players
can aid in identification if they
are stolen when checks are
conducted at pawn shops.

The following services are
available to on-base personnel and
residents through the Crime
Prevention Section: Literature,
Briefings, Education, Crime
Assessments, Safety Tips, Stranger
Danger Program, McGruff the
Crime Dog, Officer  Friendly
Program,Operation Identification
(Property Identification), Child
Identification and Fingerprinting.

For more information about
the above services, contact the
PMO Crime Prevention
Section at (760) 830 4561/6094.

Vehicle thefts, inside and out
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Thirsty for Savings?
Exercise Your Options

If you’ve been looking for a great auto loan, you can take a 
break now. Get the car you really want at a payment that’s 
easy to swallow. At Pacific Marine Credit Union, you’ll find:
• Up to 100% financing
• Terms up to 96 months**

Act fast. Offer’s good now
through April 30, 2008
Exercise your options. Choose 
Pacific Marine for your next auto
loan. Call or apply online today.

Federally insured by NCUA

Auto Loans
as low as

800-736-4500
www.pmcu.com

APR*

%3.50

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate and terms may be based on the credit 
worthiness of the borrower. 3.50% APR available for 36-month term on vehicles
model years 2007 or newer. Rate subject to change. Sample Payment: at 3.50%
APR for 36 months, payment will be $29.31 per $1,000 financed. Offer available
February 11, 2008 through April 30, 2008.
** 96 month term available on vehicles with a minimum loan balance of $30,000.

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the week prior to publi-
cation.  
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

MMOOTTOORR  HHOOMMEE  FFOORR
SSAALLEE  11999911  PPAACCEE
AARRRROOWW.. 35 ft. class A.
460 Ford/Oshkosh many
extras. 61,000 miles.
$19,500. OBO. Call Jon at
361-5777. 3/31/08

FFIIVVEE  227755//7700RR1188  TTIIRREESS
from 2007 F350 4x4.
12,400 miles, great shape,
plug in the tread of one.
Set of 5 for $250 OBO. Call
(760)799-3045. 3/12/08

22000044  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  44XX44..
Many extras, lift, 38” tires,
20” rims. Call (760) 220-
0749. 3/12/08

SSTTEEPPSS  FFRROOMM  ‘‘0077  FF335500
SSUUPPEERR  CCAABB  44XX44:: Factory
chrome steps that drop
down 6". Removed when
new. Fit F250/350 from
1999-2008 and include
brackets and bolts. $250
for everything. (760)799-
3045  3/12/08

NNEEWW  BBRRAAKKEE  RROOTTOORRSS,,
FFRROONNTT.. Brembo part#
25358. Lexus ES300 92-01.
Toyota:Avalon 95-04;Camry
V6 92-01; Camry 4-cyl 00-
06; Sienna 98-03; Solara
99-03. $35ea/$60 both. Call
(760) 362-8033 or E-mail
jsch99@gmail.com  3/12/08

22000066  MMUUSSTTAANNGG  VV--88  330044
GGTT.. Black convertible.
Power everything. 6 disc
CD. 12,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. Ryan (760)
774-0166. 3/12/08

22000011  BBUUIICCKK  LLAA  SSAABBRREE..
One owner, well main-
tained. Under 40K miles.
$8,000. fully loaded.
Leather. Call (760) 366-
8606. 3/12/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE:: 22000055  KKEEYY--
SSTTOONNEE  SSPPRRIINNGGDDAALLEE,
Travel Trailer. Sleeps 6, 1
Slide, many extras, (601)
329-9896 Located at
MCAGCC Twilight Dunes
RV Park, # 29. $18,400.
3/5/08

22000033  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDD--
SSOONN Softai l  Deuce
Anniversary Edit ion;
Black. 1450cc with
19,950 miles. Excel-
lent condition with lots
of upgrades. $15,000
firm. More info and
pictures can be seen
at: http://www.prospec-
torsdepot.com
(760) 366-3333  
3/5/08

MMIISSCC..

FFRREEEE  TTOO  GGOOOODD  HHOOMMEE  22
YYEEAARR  OOLLDD  NNEEUUTTEERREEDD
AAKKCC  YYEELLLLOOWW  LLAABB.. Male
references requested.
Affectionate and house-
broken. 880-1773 during
evenings. 4-2-08

1188  XX  3333  AABBOOVVEE
GGRROOUUNNDD  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG
PPOOOOLL w/ liner/ladder.
Free for the taking.
Call (760) 285-1603
3/26/08

22  GGOOLLDDEENN  RREETTRRIIEEVV--
EERRSS.. Free to good home:
3 yrs old each. Regis-
tered, neutered. Never
been apart, love kids!  Call
(760) 285-1603  3/26/08

FFRREEEE  5500  GGAALLLLOONN
FFIISSHH  TTAANNKK  WWIITTHH  TTWWOO
FFIISSHH.. My office space
is shrinking, and the
wife won't have it in the
house. Call (760) 401-
3752. 3/26/08

PPAATTIIOO  FFUURRNNIITTUURREE.. 6
chairs w/table and 2
chairs w/side table. $100
takes All. (760) 285-1603
3-26-08

PPUUMMPP  FFOORR  AABBOOVVEE
GGRROOUUNNDD  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG
PPOOOOLL.. $100. Call (760)
285-1603  3/26/08

RROOOOMMMMAATTEE  WWAANNTTEEDD::
Looking for a clean
responsible roommate.
Located in Twentynine
Palms. For more informa-
tion call Jaime at (310)
425-5445. 3/26/08

AAKKCC    YYEELLLLOOWW  LLAABBRRAADDOORR
named Charlie. 2 years old.
Mommy and daddy are
divorcing and I need a new
home. $300. (760) 819-
9660. 2/27/08

Employee Spotlight

NNaammee:: Lindy Seto
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: Marine Corps Community Services
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Area Coordinator
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Sumrall, Miss.
HHoobbbbiieess:: I am an avid reader, traveling, and I have
recently taken up motorcycle riding.
JJoobb  ddeettaaiillss:: I serve as a liaison between the com-
mands and MCCS.
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb:: Interacting with the mil-
itary, knowing I make a difference in their quality of life.
GGrreeaatteesstt  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  ssiinnccee  bbeeeenn

aabbooaarrdd  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr??:: Being given the opportuni-
ty to help establish the MCCS Area Coordinator position.
AAnnyy  mmiilliittaarryy  eexxppeerriieennccee??:: No. My husband is an
active duty Marine with 1st Tanks Battalion.
TTiimmee  eemmppllooyyeedd  oonn  bbaassee??:: Since Jan. 22.

CCHHRRIINNAA  JJOO  BBEENNNNEETTTT  
Daughter of Sgt. James Bennett and wife, Jeanine.
Born on Feb. 25, 2008, weighing 5 lbs, 5 oz and
measuring 18 inches.
PPUURRNNEELLLL  JJAAMMEESS  BBEENNNNEETTTT
Son of Sgt. James Bennett and wife, Jeanine.
Born on Feb. 25, 2008, weighing 4 lbs, 13 oz and
measuring 17.7 inches.
AALLEEXX  RRAAYY  SSHHEERRIIDDAANN
Son of Sgt. Leslie Sheridan and wife, Destiny.
Born on Feb. 26, weighing 8 lbs, 2 oz and meas-
uring 22.5 inches.
CCAAEELLEEIIGGHH  JJEEAANN  BBRROOWWNN
Daughter of Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Brown and wife,
Amanda.
Born on Feb. 28, weighing 7 lbs, 8 oz and
measuring 18.2 inches.
NNOORRAA  LLIINNDDAA  LLOOTTTT
Daughter of Cpl. Aaron Lott and wife, Marcella
Parker-Lott.
Born on Feb. 28, weighing 7 lbs, 12.8 oz and
measuring 19.5 inches.
KKIITTAANNAA  NNIICCHHOOLLEE  OOSSTTOOSS
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Michael Ostos and
wife, Ana.
Born on March 3, weighing 7 lbs, 4 oz and meas-
uring 18.9 inches.
JJOOEELL  JJAAMMEESS  TTIIMMOOTTHHYY  CCHHAANNDDLLEERR
Son of Staff Sgt. Timothy S. Chandler and wife,
Emily.
Born on March 4, weighing 9 lbs, 10 oz and meas-
uring 19.7 inches.
RRIICCHHAARRDD  JJOOHHNN  BBRREEEESSEE
Son of Master Sgt. John R. Breese and wife, Ever.
Born on March 7, weighing 6 lbs, 7.4 oz and
measuring 18.3 inches.
AADDRRYYAANNNNAA  NNOOEELL  EENNGGLLAANNDD
Daughter of Cpl. Kevin A. England and wife, Tara.
Born on March 7, weighing 7lbs., 1.2 oz. and meas-
uring 19.9 inches

EELLIIAASS  RREEUUBBEENN  SSAANNAABBRRIIAA
Son of Navy Lt. Michelle Perkins and Eduardo
Sanabria.
Born on March 7, weighing 7 lbs, 10 oz and meas-
uring 20.4 inches.
HHUUNNTTEERR  CCHHAASSEE  AADDAAMMSS
Son of Lance Cpl. Robert B. Adams and
wife, Jessica.
Born on March 11, weighing 5 lbs, 13.6 oz and
measuring 18.6 inches.
MMAADDDDIISSOONN  LLYYNNNN  CCOOLLEE
Daughter of Cpl. Aaron L. Cole and wife, Morgan.
Born on March 11, weighing 6 lbs, 10 oz and
measuring 19 inches.
AASSPPEENN  LLOORREENN  DDEENNLLIINNGGEERR
Daughter of Sgt. Jason Denlinger and wife,
Tiffany.
Born on March 11, weighing 6 lbs, 10 oz and
measuring 17.9 inches.
DDAAKKOODDAA  RRIILLEEYY  LLAARRSSEENN
Daughter of Sgt. Brendan Larsen and wife,
Tanisha.
Born on March 12, weighing 8 lbs, 3.4 oz and
measuring 20.5 inches.
CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  MMAAEE  PPRRIICCEE
Daughter of Cpl. Ian Price and wife, Jamie.
Born on March 12, weighing 7 lbs, 6.5 oz and
measuring 19.3 inches.
TTRRAACCEERR  CCAALLVVIINN  CCLLEEMMEENNTT
Son of Lance Cpl. Calvin Clement and wife, Megan.
Born on March 14, weighing 7 lb, 8 oz and meas-
uring 19 inches.

B i r t h  a n n o u n c e m e n t s
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WHAT’S NEXT?WHAT’S NEXT?
If your EAS is on the horizon, then now’s the time to act 
to secure your future as a member of the Army National Guard.

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

• Up to $20,000 Bonus

• Up to two-year non-deployment tour*

• Up to 100% state tuition funding on top of federal tuition funding

• Officer and Warrant Officer opportunities for qualified officer 
and enlisted personnel

• Full-time active duty Guard positions available

• Serve in a unit close to home

• Military retirement benefits for part-time service
*One-year non-deployment tours available in all states. Some states also offer two-year non-deployment tours.

PHASE II

Work Description - Install new
box culvert for the drainage ditch
between the gas station and Carl’s Jr.

Scheduled Dates - Through April 4.

Detour Description - The detour for
this area will be down Agate Road, past
the Auto Hobby Shop, behind the
Commissary and Home Store onto
Calcite Road, then exiting onto Del
Valle near Cottontail Road. An access
road will allow entrance to the
Commisssary from the back side
between the gas station and
Commissary. Del Valle will be open to
the work area on both sides but closed
to through traffic.
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Gallardo, Mexican Navy General Staff.
“It all comes together and aides the abil-
ity to complete the mission given to you.”

Col. Thomas Quoss, Mojave Viper
Support Detachment officer-in-charge,
led the commandant and his staff to
many buildings throughout Camp
Wilson to give Valerio a chance to
inspect the buildings.

The visiting Marines had the opportu-
nity to inspect and take pictures of the
mess hall, and sleeping quarters, also
known as KSPAN buildings.

“I have realized how important it is
to select people who can add specific
real world experiences to the training of
the individual Marine,” said Gallardo
through a translator. “Good people in
training facilities have the organization
to support people who can then devel-

op personnel and their facilities to pro-
duce a training package to train the
Marines coming through.”

The commandant and his staff also
had the opportunity to speak with per-
sonnel working throughout Camp
Wilson to get a better understanding of
what they do to ensure Marines receive
an abundance of training without hin-
drance.

“I am impressed with the attitude and
aptitude of the personnel here,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Martin Franco, Mexican Navy
General Services Staff. “It is very rare that
you find both qualities in your military.
There is a plain desire to succeed here.”

Using the information the comman-
dant and his staff learned at the Combat
Center, the Mexican Marine Corps will
be able to build more bases to accom-
modate their growing forces and
enhance their capabilities.

MEXICO, from A9

the game-tying jump-shot and the
Ballers went on to win the game
33-31.

“It feels great to place in the
tournament,” said Anthony
Nolen, Ballers head coach. “We
had a few attitudes early in the
game but our boys got it together
and ended up playing very well
together.”

The Combat Center was a key
player in the tournament.

“This is a great tournament to
play in every year,” added Nolen.
“There were so many teams in
this tournament and I don’t think
it would have been possible with-
out the support of this base.”

All of the tournaments cham-
pionship games were held at the
Twentynine Palms High School
and Junior High.

An awards ceremony was held
March 30, at the Twentynine
Palms High School that recog-
nized the top three teams from
each division.

The Twentynine Palms
Recreation Department has held
the event at the Combat Center
for 47 years.

“The City of Twentynine
Palms appreciates all of the help
that the Marine base has provided
over the years,” said Larry
Bowden, recreation superintend-
ent, Twentynine Palms Recreation
Department. “By allowing us to
use their facilities, the base made
it much easier on personnel and
communications.”

Bowden said he looks forward
to working with the Combat
Center again in the future.
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Redondo Beach Youth
Basketball All-stars point guard
Chad Harrsion drives the ball
down the court during the 50th
Annual Boy’s Basketball
Tournament March 30.


