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Procrastinators: Tax Deadlines Looming
CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD  BBYY  TTHHEE  PPUUBBLLIICC
AAFFFFAAIIRRSS  OOFFFFIICCEE

Waiting till the last minute to file
taxes again this year?

The filing deadline falls on

April 15 this year, although many
will file for extensions.

For military members, their
families, and retirees, the
Military Tax Center, located at
the Village Center, has prepared

$5 million in returns so far this
tax season, according to Master
Sgt. Mark Braun, Tax Center site
coordinator. The Tax Center has
saved Combat Center staff over
$400,000 in tax preparation
service fees for state and federal
tax filings.

The staff there can also
amend errors by taxpayers
and help members from all
states.

“We are the experts in sup-
porting all states and can e-file
support 41 states and the
District of Colombia. Since
many states have military and
combat exclusions we are the
resident expert to assist our
patrons,” said Braun.

For those who are missing their
W-2s, copies may be printed from
the myPay Web site https://
mypay.dfas.mil. Corrected W-2s
(W-2C) may not be available at
myPay, but can be obtained by

going to the Installation Personnel
Administration Center or contact-
ing DFAS directly. Those wanting
to file extensions need to file by
April 15 and can find extension fil-
ing paperwork at www.irs.gov,
form 4868.
AAddddiittiioonnaall  TTaaxx  PPeerrkkss  ffoorr  22000088

The government has creat-
ed a tax relief provisions for
members of the Armed
Services with the combat zone
tax benefits exempting certain
types of income from taxation
while serving in a combat
zone. This includes exemption
from filing deadlines for the
service member and the
spouses filing jointly. IRS
Publication 3, Armed Forces’
Tax Guide, can provide addi-
tional details.
EEccoonnoommiicc  SSttiimmuulluuss  RReebbaatteess
The recent economic downturns

2/7 leaves for 
Afghanistan 
mission
PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Friends and family gathered over the weekend to bid
farewell to the Marines and sailors of 2nd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment.

2/7 will be deployed to Afghanistan for seven
months and will conduct security operations as well
as train and mentor Afghan police.

It is the first deployment to Afghanistan for

PPHHOOTTOO  BBYY  CCPPLL.. RRAAYY  LLEEWWIISS  
PPHHOOTTOO  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN  BBYY  LLEESSLLIIEE  SSHHAAWW

Seaman Ryan F. Magsayo, 21, a corpsman with Company G, 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment from Chicago, charges through a rocky trench March 6 during
Mojave Viper. Magsayo and Marines with 2/7 conducted a platoon hasty attack to
prepare for challenges they might face on their deployment to Afghanistan.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

The Tax Center has saved Combat Center service members and
others $400,000 in tax preparation service fees for state and fed-
eral tax filings.

PPHHOOTTOO  BBYY  PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA  
PPHHOOTTOO  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN  BBYY  LLEESSLLIIEE  SSHHAAWW

Lance Cpl. Christopher P. Coon, a mortarman
with 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
hugs his wife Adrianna before his deployment
to Afghanistan Monday morning.

See DEPLOY, A5

See TAX TIME, A6
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SSeemmppeerrttoooonnss By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf

POPULAR DRINKS FROM THE LAST 2 DECADES

[Solutions on A15]

Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation,
or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public
Affairs Office, MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif.
92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are
Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to
the Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417,
during normal working hours at (760) 830-6213 or
FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is made
with 60-percent recycled paper.

Editor Tina Tuttle

Press Chief Cpl. Regina N. Ortiz

Layout and Design Leslie Shaw

Public Affairs Officer Capt. Neal V. Fisher

Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox

CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall                BBrriigg.. GGeenn.. MM..GG.. SSppiieessee
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CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

MCCESS, ALPHA COMPANY

“The Incredible
Hulk

because of his strength
and the green.”

PFC. DUSTIN GREEN LANCE CPL. TONY G. SANCHEZ

MWCS-28 MACG-28 2D MAW

“My mom
because

she will help anyone
without expecting any-

thing in return.”

SON OF SERGEANT MAJOR ALEX

PACHECO

“My dad because
he is always

strong and because
when he was young he
was really jacked and
his muscles would rip

his shirts.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

WWhhoo  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ssuuppeerr  hheerroo  aanndd  wwhhyy??

MARCUS D. PACHECO

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps,
under exclusive written contract with the Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center. This commercial enterprise news-
paper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States Government, the DoD, or the United States Marine
Corps. The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts and supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert
Publishing of the services advertised.

ACROSS
4. It’s not really made from bugs
8. Famous for tomato juice
10. They invented GPS because you 

were _________________
11. Kids beverages with faces and 

characters on the bottles
12. The current leader in energy drinks
13. You can make it, or buy it, in a 

minute
15. It gives you wings
17. Very, real power

DOWN
1. Had many floating pieces of

something in it
2. Had a “Thriller” of a Superbowl 

commerical
3. Total rip off of squeeze-its
5. 100% Juice!
6. Is it in you?
7. Made from real fruits and 

vegetables
8. 50 Cent was partially responsible 

for starting this trendy drink
9. It’s mascot is a big talking jug of

juice that jumps through walls
14. Not 100% juice, but 100% 

Vitamin C

PPTT  SSaaffeellyy

Personnel safety is of utmost concern to the USMC and to the Combat
Center. PT presents occasions for mishap, so the following is presented as
a reminder to all engaging in PT aboard the Combat Center.

Per Combat Center Order 1630.8C, this is especially the case during
periods of reduced visibility and before morning colors and after evening
colors, Pedestrians and other military formations, shall walk, run, jog on
the left side of the roadway facing oncoming traffic.

Personnel participating in individual physical training must wear reflec-
tive vest or reflective belts. Formation runs will not be conducted on Del
Valle Road at anytime due to heavy traffic.

Drivers of motor vehicles are asked be cautious of pedestrians on the
road ways.

For information on Motor Vehicle Regulations or any Traffic regula-
tion go the MCAGCC home page to CCO 1630.8C.

The following services are available to on-base personnel and residents
through the Crime Prevention Section:

Literature, Briefings, Education, Crime Assessments, Safety Tips,
Stranger Danger Program, McGruff the Crime Dog, Officer Friendly
Program, Operation Identification (Property Identification), Child
Identification and Fingerprinting.

For more information about the above services, contact the PMO
Crime Prevention Section at 830-4561/6094.

Prayer Luncheon
A prayer luncheon will be held at the Officer’s

Club, Mesa Room Thursday from
11:30- 12:50 p.m. 

Commanding General
Maj. Gen.(Sel) M.G. Spiese
will be speaking. Come and
pray for our nation, military
and families.  Bring $10 for

the buffet and join other
Christians for encouragement

and prayer!  For more info or to
RSVP, please call 830-6464.

C.O.P. Corner
Community Oriented Policing

The proactive voice of crime prevention
Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office, Crime Prevention Section



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

It starts out slow: First comes the
eye twitch, then the castle made
out of Twinkies. Before you know
it, you own every movie and game
ever sold at the Main Exchange.

These are some inevitable signs
of boredom, whether you live in
the barracks or in a house; many
military members and their fami-

lies have difficulty finding things to
do while stationed aboard the
Combat Center.

Theatre 29 presents opportuni-
ties to the military and family
members who normally sit in their
house and twiddle their thumbs to
get out of their living quarters and
experience the quality entertain-
ment Twentynine Palms, Calif.,
has to offer.

“We normally produce seven
productions a year and a
Halloween Haunt event,” said
Charles Harvey, director for
Theatre 29. “We perform a variety
of works from big Broadway
extravaganza musicals to small cast
comedies and dramas.”

Theatre 29, founded in 2000,

gives the people of Twentynine
Palms a family-oriented theater
while offering opportunities to chil-
dren, civilians, and service mem-
bers to participate in the live arts.

“Many service members have
performed on our stage,” said
Harvey, a Desert Hot Springs,
Calif., native. “We always have a
need for fresh talent and the sup-
port of our community.”

Audition times are posted on
the Theatre 29 Web site, and open
call auditions are held throughout
the season.

“Members of the armed
forces originate from all over the
country and a good number have

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA33 AAPPRRIILL 99,,  22000088

MMOONN..  44//1144
HHiikkee  CCeeddaarr  SSpprriinngg  TTrraaiill
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Where: Santa Rosa and
San Jacinto Mtns. National
Monument Visitor Center
51500 Hwy. 74, Palm Desert
For more info call 862-9984

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 365-9633
 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

SSUUNN..  44//1133
RRaanncchhoo  MMiirraaggee  FFaammiillyy  CCiirrccuuss
Time: 3 p.m.
Where: McCallum Theatre
73000 Fred Waring Dr.
Palm Springs
For more info
call 340-2787

Movies for the
upcoming week at
the Sunset Cinema

TTOONNIIGGHHTT,,  44//99

44tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  TTaassttee  ooff  PPaallmm
SSpprriinnggss
Time: 5-9 p.m.
Where: Palm Springs
Convention Center
277 N. Avenida 
Caballeros
Palm Springs
For more info
call 322-3554

FFRRII..––SSUUNN..  44//1111--44//1133

AArrtt  UUnnddeerr  tthhee  UUmmbbrreellllaass
Time: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Old Town La Quinta
Calle Tampico and Desert Club
Dr.
La Quinta
For more info 
call 564-1244

SSUUNN..  44//1133

SSuunnddaayy  JJaazzzz  CCaafféé  wwiitthh  tthhee
MMoojjaavvee  HHoottsshhoottss
Time: 12-2 p.m.
Where: Water Canyon
Coffee Co.
55844 29Palms Hwy
Yucca Valley
For more info 
call 365-7771

SSAATT..  44//1122

SSeerrggiioo  MMeennddeess
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Mission Hills
Resort and Spa
71333 Dinah Shore Dr.
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 324-4511

SSAATT..  44//1122

BBlloocckk  PPaarrttyy!!  
Time: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Where: On base at Ocotillo
Heights and Fairway Heights
For more info call 368-4500

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY
The Eye
7 p.m. - PG-13

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY
Fools Gold
6 p.m. - PG-13

FFRRIIDDAAYY
Jumper
6 p.m. - PG-13

Definitely, Maybe
9 p.m. - PG-13

Step-Up 2 
Midnight  - PG-13

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY
FREE Matinee
Cars
11 a.m. - G

Spiderwick Chronicles
2 p.m. - PG

Fools Gold
6 p.m. - PG-13

Vantage Point 
9 p.m. - PG-13

Witness Protection
Midnight - PG-13

SSUUNNDDAAYY - MMOONNDDAAYY
TBA

FFRRII..,,  44//1111

TThhee  AAddvveennttuurreess  ooff
HHuucckklleebbeerrrryy  FFiinnnn
April 11-May 10
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Theatre 29
73673 Sullivan Rd.
Twentynine Palms
For more info
call 361-4151

Theatre offers relief from boredom

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Marines and spouses perform in “She Loves Me,” at Theatre 29 in
December. The theater gives service members and their families a
chance to become active in the Twentynine Palms, Calif., community.

FFRRII..--SSUUNN..  44//1111--44//1133

PPaarrttyy  ffoorr  tthhee  PPllaanneett
Time: All day event
Where: The Living Desert
47-900 Portola Ave
Palm Desert
For more info 
call 346-5694

See THEATRE, A10



LLUUKKEE  SS.. LLAARRSSOONN
SPECIAL TO THE OBSERVATION POST

Almost one year ago on April 17,
2007, I was in Kuwait preparing to
go into Ar Ramadi in the Al Anbar
Province of Iraq for my second
tour during Operation Iraqi
Freedom. On the way to the chow
hall I stopped to call my wife. I’ll
never forget her crying when she
answered the phone and told me
one of my fellow Marine lieu-
tenants and a very close personal
friend had been killed in an area
outside of Fallujah.

I first met Shaun Blue in
Quantico, Va., at Officer Candidate
School when he ran the initial
three-mile portion of the physical
fitness test in 16 minutes. He fin-
ished first on the run, two minutes
faster than his closest competitor.

When we arrived back in
Quantico to attend the Marine
Corps six-month officer course
called The Basic School, Blue and
I were assigned to the same
squad, where I soon realized he
could not only ace the Marine
Corps PFT, but every challenge
the instructors at The Basic
School tried to throw at him.

I’ve been told that three quali-
ties that make a good Marine Corps
Officer are intellect, force of will
and character, with character being
the most important. Blue showed
me on several occasions he had all
three of the attributes. When I
struggled to get through the very
challenging Infantry Officer
Course, Blue seemed to glide
through the difficulties effortlessly.

When other officers, that prob-
ably looked better on paper than
Blue, crumbled under the pres-
sures of the human factors of a
difficult situation, that’s when
Blue excelled. When it was cold,
wet, and we were tired, Blue was
the first person to push the rest of
us through the dark nights con-
stantly helping his peers. In the
very competitive environment of
a military school, Blue always rose
to the top 10 percent of the class
with his intellect and force of will.

Blue’s character is what consis-
tently kept him from being the
number one graduate. Blue could
have easily strived to beat out the

other top performers, but he did
not care about merits of achieve-
ment or meaningless accolades. He
cared about doing the best he could
and helping others do the best they
could. Instead of spending the extra
hour on his own work to be the
number one guy he would regularly
spend that hour helping out the
sub-par performers get up to a level
that they could pass the course.
More importantly he helped teach
them to be good infantry officers
that would lead men into combat.
Blue had character.

Standing in Kuwait that day in
April 2007, after smoking several
packs of cigarettes, I said a silent
prayer for my friend. After taking
a deep breath I decided I would
mourn his death only after my
own unit made it through our
deployment.

It had been almost a year since
Blue’s death in Iraq and I received
a letter that he had been posthu-
mously awarded the Bronze Star
with Combat V, the combat valor
distinguishing device, and that
the award would be given to his
parents on April 5.

On the way to Blue’s parents’
house on April 4, driving into
Munster, Ind., I noticed a bill-
board the town had hung up that
said: IN MEMORY OF 1ST LT
SHAUN BLUE UNITED
STATES MARINE CORPS.

At Jim and Debbie Blue’s
house I had the honor of listening
to several other lieutenants who
served with Blue tell his parents
fond memories of their son.

There was the time when Blue’s
truck broke down 30 miles outside
of Twentynine Palms, Calif., the
day he was supposed to report to

his first fleet unit. With limited
options, Blue ran 30 miles into
town and checked into his unit.

There was the time that a ser-
geant in his platoon challenged him
to a boxing match in front of his
30 Marines. Normally, it would be
best for a green lieutenant with lit-
tle to no boxing experience to
avoid stepping into the ring against
a golden glove boxer who had
beaten everyone in the entire pla-
toon. After continued nagging
from the sergeant he accepted the
challenge. Blue with a cigarette
hanging off his lip knocked out the
veteran boxer with his first punch.

On April 5, several Marine lieu-
tenants who had flown in from
around the country for the event
headed to the ceremony at
Munster Memorial Park. All of us
had been to Washington, D.C., and
I think we each commented in sur-
prise how the Munster Memorial
Park rivaled any monument we’ve
seen in the nation’s capital.

At the ceremony the local

reserve unit did an outstanding job
performing the color guard as
Blue’s parents were awarded his
well deserved Bronze Star, one of
the military’s highest awards. After
the presentation the crowd walked
through the Memorial Park on a
red brick path stopping at each of
the monuments honoring WWI,
WWII, Korea, Vietnam and the
Gulf War. Near the middle of the
path close to the WWII monument
there is a brick dedicated to Blue.
Closely located is another brick
dedicated to his grandfather Cecil
T. Blue who served in the Marines
during WWII. Blue often told his
friends of his veteran grandfather
and I’m certain that his bedrock
character was in a large part influ-
enced by his elderly mentor.

After walking through the
Memorial Park we walked over to
a beautiful brick pavilion. In the
pavilion there are several of the
old WWII recruiting posters and
paintings that rallied the support
of the nation for the war. In the
middle of the exhibit is a perma-
nent display of black polished
granite that portrays reflections
almost as clearly as a mirror.

Etched into the polished stone is
a picture of Blue in his dress blues.
Underneath the portrait is an excel-
lent biography that summarized the
life of the fallen lieutenant. As I
looked into the granite reflection I
locked eyes with the etched picture
of Blue and had to pull away
because I was hit by a wave of emo-
tions I had never felt. As I tried to
gather my composure, Blue’s moth-
er Debbie came over and gave me a
hug. I felt selfish. I should have
been comforting her. She lost her
son and here she was comforting
me. I saw again where Blue had

AA44 AAPPRRIILL 99,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

HOT TOPICS

 Local Auto Glass Specialist

 • In Shop Or Free Mobile Service
 • Home Or Business
 • Insurance Claims Welcome
 • Rock Chip Repair
 • The Auto Glass Experts

rrs TM 760-369-2122

 FREE
 PHONE

 QUOTES!

 We come to you  @  your convenience!
 56530 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 Mon. - Fri. 8-5 • Sat. by appt.

760-430-7511 x1075
www.pmcu.com

• No Points!

• No Origination Fee!

• 15, 20, 30 & 40 Year 
Terms Available

30-Year
Fixed Rate Mortgage

5.625%APR*

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate subject to change without notice. Rates and terms based on approved credit. 5.625% APR available on loans up to 
$417,000. Owner occupied, California properties only. Sample monthly payment for principal and interest based on a $350,000.00 balance with a 30 year fi xed 
rate and 0 points @ 5.625% APR would be $2,014.80. Additional restrictions may apply. Competitive rates are also available for loans greater than $417,000.

Anyone Living in San Bernardino, 
Riverside, & San Diego County Can Join.

Call today to speak to one of our 
knowledgeable Loan Representatives. 
There’s no fast-talk. Just helpful answers 
and friendly service.

Buy or Refinance Your Home with Pacific Marine Credit Union.

Low Fixed Rates!

Federally Insured by NCUA

See HERO, A10

FFIILLLL  OOUUTT  CC..EE..LL..
SSUURRVVEEYY  FFOORR

CCHHAANNCCEE  TTOO  WWIINN
DDIISSNNEEYYLLAANNDD  TTRRIIPP

A Satisfaction Survey will be
delivered by mail during the
week of April 15 from CEL
& Associates, Inc. to resi-
dents in Family Housing
aboard the Combat Center.
The survey will afford resi-
dents an opportunity to pro-
vide feedback regarding
quality of life as it pertains
to Lincoln Military Housing
and an opportunity to
express opinions on which
activities, events and servic-
es residents enjoyed this past
year and indicate any other
programs residents would
like to see added or
improved. If you have par-
ticular comments about
maintenance technicians,
please use the comment
card provided in the mail. By
returning your sealed survey
to your District Office, you
will be entered in a drawing
to win an all expense paid
trip to Disneyland. For more
details about the survey or
drawing, contact your dis-
trict office.

NNAAVVAALL  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL
RRIIDDGGEE  RRUUNN

The annual Ridge Run spon-
sored by Naval Hospital
MWR will be held April 18.
The race course will be the
same as last year at Range
100. The start and finish
line will be behind the Naval
Hospital. Race 1 will consist
of a 5K run through the
trails above the hospital.
This race should be relative-
ly flat. Race 2 will be a stren-
uous 8K run, through sand,
up and down hills. Get ready
for a challenge. The race will
begin at 7 a.m. Race day reg-
istration will begin at 6 a.m.
The cost is $10 for individu-
als signing up for the run
before April 11, $13 for indi-
viduals signing up after April
11, and $5 for squad runners
(5 or more per squad). All
runners will receive a com-
memorative engraved Dog
Tag. For more information
please contact Dan Barber
at 830-2362.

KKIIDDSS  PPFFTT:: PPLLAAYY
AANNDD  FFUUNN  TTIIMMEE

Are you a Marine or sailor
that can kick a soccer ball,
play chase (tag), or throw a
football with children of
those forward deployed?  If
so, we need you on April 20
at 2 p.m. at the East Gym
Basketball Court. For more
information please e-mail
kidspftpalms@live.com.

Hero lost but not forgotten
Fallen Marine lieutenant awarded Bronze Star posthumously

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Fellow military officers, 1st Lt. Mike Bell, 1st Lt. Shaun Meyer, 1st
Lt. Jeff Buck, Lt. j.g. Jesse Hyles and 1st Lt. Jacob Hyles observe
their friend 1st Lt. Shaun Blue’s brick at the Munster Memorial Park.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Debbie Blue, Shaun’s mother touches her son’s memorial brick at this
Bronze Star ceremony.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN
KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Throughout the entire war in
Iraq, there have been percep-
tions that America’s military
efforts are futile.

Marines from 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, hoped to
tell of the Marine Corps’
progress in the war-torn coun-
try with a film they made while
deployed to Ramadi from April
to November 2007.

The purpose of the film was
to let Marines, sailors, their fami-
lies and the public know just how
much progress the Marine Corps
has made since the war began.

“In 2005, Ramadi was the
absolute most violent place I had
ever experienced,” said Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Matthew
Carpenter, battalion gunner, 3/7.
“When we got there in 2007, it
was completely different.”

When the Marines landed in
Ramadi, what they saw was not a
war-riddled city, but a city that
had been changed.

The Iraqi locals had created a
police force, preventing insurgents
from moving throughout the city.

The Marines from 3/7 quickly
learned that their mission would
not be to combat enemy insur-
gents. Their job was to rebuild a
city damaged during their previ-
ous deployment and forge rela-
tionships with the people they
once considered enemies.

“The film shows how genuine
the Iraqi people are,” added
Lance Cpl. Andrew Marshall,
team leader, Lima Company, 3/7.
“You can see just how glad they

are that we’re there.”
During the deployment, 3/7

worked with the people of Ramadi
to repair the city’s essential servic-
es and infrastructure. More than
400 reconstruction projects were
approved valued at $14.5 million.

Sewer and water lines were
repaired after being damaged by
improvised explosive devices.
The streets were cleared of
open sewage caused by broken
sewer pumps.

The city also went from no
electrical coverage to 50 to 75
percent coverage.

More than 20 schools were
restored and 40 buses returned to
their routes.

The two local hospitals were
renovated and the water treat-
ment plant was restored, bring-
ing fresh water to more than
400,000 people.

Throughout the seven-month
deployment, Marines from 3/7
received no combat-related injuries
while continuously patrolling the
streets of Ramadi.

“I was proud of our young
Marines and their ability to shift
gears and adapt to a new fight,”
added Carpenter, a Loysville, Pa.,
native. “The Marine Corps can
do whatever it is tasked to do, and
we do it well.”

It is difficult to get the story
out on what the Marines actually
experience while being deployed,
and this film will help get the
word out, said Maj. Rory Quinn,
battalion executive officer, 3/7.

“The film shows anyone who
hasn’t deployed to Ramadi what it’s
really like,” explained Marshall, a
Chicago native. “Marines are slow-
ly making progress over there.”

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA55 AAPPRRIILL 99,,  22000088

1.800.NAT.UNIV
The University of Values

www.nu.edu/military

™

National University has been educating 

the military since 1971 and offers relevant,

career-focused classes at military bases

throughout California.

With reduced tuition for classes 

on base and online for military personnel 

and dependents, National University 

makes it easy – and affordable – 

to earn your degree.

EARN 
YOUR
NEXT
STRIPE

You help defend our country. We'll help you build your future.

3/7 opens eyes with film
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Lt. Col. J.J. Dill, commanding officer, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, gives a speech
during a reenlistment ceremony at the Combat Center’s Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field
March 31. More than 70 Marines from 1/7 volunteered for another four years of service dur-
ing the ceremony.

Dedication to country, Corps

2/7, but the Marines of Golf Co.
understand the differences from
Iraq.

“It’s a totally different area and
a totally different language,” said
Lance Cpl. Christopher P. Coon,
a mortarman with Golf Co.

“Unlike the Iraqis who will
shoot and run, the Afghans will
stay and fight, so it is important to
work with them and convince
them to fight with us,” said Coon.

Even though the 2/7 is facing
a new mission morale is high and
Gold Co. feels that it is ready to
meet the challenge.

“They are motivated and put a
lot of work into preparing for
this,” said Sgt. Maj. Matthew
Brookshire.

“I am very impressed with the
performance they have put for-
ward in preparing for this mis-
sion,” said Brookshire.

In preparation for the mission
Mojave Viper training exercises
were slightly modified in order to
help Marines prepare for situa-
tions they may face out in the
field.

However, most of the training
that 2/7 underwent in prepara-
tion for this deployment was busi-
ness as usual.

“We concentrated on the
basics and worked on perfecting
the small but important stuff,”
said Lance Cpl. Christopher P.
Coon, a mortarman, Golf Co.,
2/7.

This is not the first for the

majority of the Marines and
sailors of 2/7 and family mem-
bers found it a little bit easier to
say goodbye this time around.

“There is some anxiety but it’s
a little easier because I am more
aware of what to expect,” said
greg Bardos, father of Cpl.
Brandon Bardos, a mortanman
with Golf Co.

Adel Sweet, mother of Lance
Cpl. Christopher Darr, a Golf Co.
assualtman, fought back tears and
waved to her son one last time
before the buses headed out.

“I’m a little better than I was
the first time and I am still proud
of him and behind him 100 per-
cent,” she said.

DEPLOY, from A1
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Cpl. Brandon Bardos, a mortar
man with 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment holds his son
Kayden as he stands with his wife
Alena and waits to board a bus.
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Saturday at Luckie Park was
opening day for 29 Palms Little
League and the day couldn’t have
been better. The sun was bright, a
cool breeze moved through the
air, and the smell of freshly cut
grass was strong. The playing
fields were in immaculate condi-
tion and the many uniforms pres-
ent were crisp and clean without
any grass stains or signs of wear.
Players sported fresh paint under
their eyes to help fight any
unwanted glare, and family and
friends set up their folding chairs,
blankets, and coolers.

The festivities began with the
introduction and formation of all
the teams participating in this years
league. After a prayer led by Navy
chaplain, Captain Chris Heston,
and the singing of the national
anthem, the words that everyone
had been waiting for echoed
through the park’s speaker system.

“Play ball!”
With those words another sea-

son of little league baseball com-
menced and the many Marines
who dedicate their time to the
league went to work.

“About 80 percent of our vol-
unteers are Marines and sailors
and, or their spouses,” said Staff
Sgt. Tim L. Cook a Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics
School instructor with Alpha Co.
and a 29 Palms Little League
board member.

Whether it is coaching, offici-
ating, field maintenance or work-
ing at the snack bar, Marines are
willing to lend a helping hand to

the league.
“Coaching is more enjoyable

because there is more interaction
and you get to watch these young
kids improve,” said Pfc. Nate Barr,
an administrative clerk with
Installation Personnel Administra-
tion Center, who is also a little
league coach and umpire.

The majority of Marines who
donate their time to the league
serve as coaches and love working
with the younger children.

“I love teaching the young
ones because you get them when
they are raw and are able to teach
them the fundamentals,” said
Staff Sgt. Tracy S. Matteson, a
MCCES instructor.

Matteson, like many Marines
who volunteer, helps the league in
many different ways. He is cur-
rently a coach, an umpire, the
information officer, as well as the
league’s web master.

“These Marines take time out of
their schedules between deploy-
ments and that says a lot about
their character,” said Gunnery Sgt.
Timothy M. Hope, Headquarters
and Services Company, 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion. “Without them we
wouldn’t have a league.”

Besides teaching young
ballplayers the fundamentals of
baseball, Marine volunteers also
teach important life skills.
Accountability of and taking care
of the team’s gear is stressed.
Team communication is taught as
are preparation skills and concen-
tration techniques. Players are
coached on how to keep their
bearing after striking out or miss-
ing a ground ball and are taught to

be proud of the uniform they are
wearing. One of the biggest skills
taught through the little league
program is leadership.

“Little league is a leadership
program that uses baseball as its
means of instruction,” said Cook

As young players progress
through the little league ranks,
leadership roles pass from coach-
es and parents to players. Players
are taught to take charge of the
teams gear, players and forma-
tions. Designated captains must
lead stretching routines, and play-
ers begin to make their own on
field decisions.

“Little league teaches leader-
ship traits and shows them how
to work as a team,” said Cpl.
Charlie D. Reffiani, Headquarters
Battery, 3rd Battalion, 11th
Marine Regiment.

The young ballplayers are not
the only ones learning leadership
skills. Young Marines who help
coach are also learning leadership
traits and this is why many older
Marines feel it is important to
increase the number of young
Marines who volunteer.

“I encourage [young Marines]
to come out,” said Alvin S.
Thomas a retired Marine and little
league volunteer. “They have the
energy to keep up with these
young kids and at the same time
learn how to teach them.”

Gunnery Sgt. Sylvester Harris
of Tactical Training Exercise
Control Group agrees. “We need
to get young service members off
base and involved because the
things they do out here can have a
major impact,” he explained,
“These kids look up to us as

Marines. No matter what your
rank is, you are a role model.”

The Marines who dedicate
their valuable free time to little
league are everyday examples of
what the United States Marine
Corps stands for. Selflessness,
duty, commitment, leadership and
the numerous other attributes are
what make Marines unique. By
simply encouraging a young

ballplayer to use two hands when
he is fielding a ground ball, or by
giving her a high five after she
scores a run, Marines are showing
that they serve and defend our
country, but they also serve our
community.

For more information on how
to volunteer, visit the 29 Palms
Little League website at
http://www.29palmsll.org.
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Marines serving their country through little league
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Staff Sgt. Tracey S. Matteson, an MCCES instructor, leads his
team in a cheer during Saturday’s little league action at
Luckie Park.

have resulted in an additional
tax benefit for many. Single
filers may receive $300-600,
and married filers may receive
between $600-1200. Each
dependent may increase the
rebate by $300. Contact the
Tax Center for more informa-
tion.

To download forms, W-2
information computers are avail-
able at: The Learning Resource
Center (Bldg. 1527), the Library
(Bldg. 1528) or Information &
Referral (Bldg. 1551)

The tax center will be open
0800-1700 Monday through
Friday through April 18. Late
filers will find some limited
support available through April
30. The Tax Center has also
been helping many Marines,
Sailors and families correct
returns call 830-4TAX (4829)
for appointments.
OOtthheerr  uusseeffuull  WWeebb  aaddddrreesssseess::

Armed Forces’ Tax Guide
http://www.irs.gov/publica-
tions/p3/index.html>

Economic Stimulus Payments:
Especially for Military Combat
Personnel http://www.irs.gov
/newsroom/article/0,,id=18033
9,00.html

Tax Information for Members
of the Armed Services:

http://www.irs.gov/news-
room/article/0,,id=97273,00.ht
ml

Highlights: Military Family Tax
Relief Act http://www.irs.gov
/newsroom/article/0,,id=11810
4,00.html

TAX TIME, from A1
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Country music star Neal McCoy and
the Spirit of America Tour is return-
ing to the Combat Center Tuesday to
play a free concert at the Sunset
Cinema.

McCoy kicks off his Spirit of
America Tour concert at 7 p.m. The
event is open to Marines, sailors, their
families and authorized patrons.

The doors of the Sunset Cinema
will open at 6:30 p.m.

The Spirit of America Tour was
formed in 2002 to bring headline
entertainers to America’s stateside
military bases and boost the morale
of service members. Performers like
Billy Bob Thornton, Travis Tritt and
Saliva have volunteered for the tour.

The tour is a project of the Robert
and Nina Rosenthal Foundation
Incorporated, a California non-profit
organization, and accepts donations
and corporate sponsorships.

Robert Rosenthal, founder and

president of the Spirit of America
Tour, retired as a lawyer in 2000 and
expected to spend the rest of his life
going to movies, staying active in the
community and relaxing.

Then came 9/11.
Rosenthal and his wife felt they

should do something to help America.
They looked around on the internet
and noticed that there were no major
entertainers performing for stateside
military installations. The United
Services Organization was providing
entertainment overseas so Rosenthal
created the Spirit of America tour to
fill the need.

The Tour has arranged 93 shows
since 9/11.

Since the tour started, it has
become the premiere sponsor of
entertainment for America’s stateside
military bases.

“It’s vitally important for
Marines and sailors to know that
celebrities care greatly about the
military,” added Rosenthal.
“Celebrities can play a very impor-

tant role in the views and opinions
the public has on the military.”

The event is not entirely on a vol-
unteer basis. Though all the artists
that perform for the tour donate their
time and talents, the Spirit of America
Tour pays their reasonable expenses.

This will be Neal McCoy’s third
time performing for the tour.

McCoy has sold over five million
country records during his 20-year
career. He also has three platinum-
selling albums and one gold-selling
album.

McCoy not only reaches people
through his music.

The warm-hearted singer found-
ed the East Texas Angel Network
with his wife, Melinda, to provide
financial assistance to families with
children suffering from serious ill-
nesses. Since its inception, the
ETAN has raised more than five
million dollars.

For more information about the
Spirit of America Tour you can visit
http://www.spiritofamericatour.org.

Neal McCoy is country music’s real McCoy
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Neal McCoy in the Spirit of America Tour come to
Combat Center Tuesday to play a free concert at the
Sunset Cinema beginning at 7 p.m. McCoy has sold
over five million records and this will be his third per-
formance with the tour.
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Noncommissioned officers
play a vital role in instilling
some of the Corps’ valued
qualities and characteristics in
their junior Marines.

More than 80 Marines from
various units aboard the
Combat Center are participat-
ing in a corporal’s course from
March 27 to April 10.

During the course, Marines
learn how to be better mentors
and leaders, said Sgt. Mark
Moyer, the chief instructor of
corporal’s course.

This is the first corporal’s
course the Combat Center has
held in more than two-and-a-
half years.

“Having this course on base

really benefits the Marines here,”
said Sgt. Maj. Mark Geletko,
Headquarters Battalion sergeant
major. “By staying local, units
are able to send several Marines
to the course rather than two or
three at a time. In the past, they
had to go down to Camp
Pendleton, so units couldn’t
afford to send as many.”

Marines are instructed in
physical fitness, combat leader-
ship, administrative leadership
and other areas of leadership

through instructional classes.
They are also shown several

different ways to connect and
have fun with their junior Marines.

“We try to show the
Marines different ways to run
[physical training] with their
units besides running three
miles and doing pull-ups and
crunches,” added Moyer, an
Erie, Pa., native.

The Marines are graded
throughout the course and
have to take three written tests,

Marines learn to be mentors, le
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Marines stand at attention as platoon advisors inspect their service C uniforms April 3. The Combat
Center plans to host corporal’s course three times a year.
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Sgt. Mark Moyer, chief instructor of the Combat Center’s corpo-
ral’s course, inspects a Marine’s service C uniform April 3. During
the course, Marines learned new ways to be better mentors and
leaders. This is the first corporal’s course the Combat Center has
held in more than two years.
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Marines practice drill April 1 during the Combat Center’s corpo-
ral’s course. More than 80 Marines from various units aboard the
Combat Center are participating in the two-and-a-half-week
course. The next corporal’s course is slated to begin in August.
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eaders during corporals course
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Cpl. Steven Andrews, student, Marines practice sword manual during the Combat Center’s corpo-
ral’s course April 1. During the two-and-half-week course, Marines sharpen their leadership and
mentoring skills. The Combat Center plans to host corporal’s course three times a year.
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Students exercise during corporal’s course Monday at the
Combat Center’s Victory Field. Marines learn new ways to con-
duct physical training with their units during the two-and-a-half-
week course.

pass uniform inspections, drill
and sword manual to pass.
They also have to pass the final
physical fitness test.

Students are held to high
standards and must maintain
an 80 percent average through-
out the course to graduate,
said Moyer.

The Marine with the highest
average at the end of the course

is named the honor graduate
and awarded a plaque, certifi-
cate of commendation and a
book from the Commandant’s
Reading List.

Other awards will also be
presented to Marines that
stand out during the course.

The students are broken up
into five platoons and the pla-
toon with the highest overall

average will be named the honor
platoon. They will also receive a
plaque that will be posted at
Headquarters Battalion.

“We are going to have this
course three times a year,”
added Geletko, a Pittsburg
native.

The next corporal’s course
will begin training Marines to
lead and be mentors in August.
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Marines participating in the Combat Center’s corporal’s course exer-
cise in the “circle of death” Monday. The Marines graduate the
course Thursday after two-and-a-half-weeks of training that involved
drill and sword manual, uniform inspections and leadership classes.
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gotten his most important leader-
ship trait. The entire Blue family
has character.

On the way back to Blues par-
ent’s house, another lieutenant
and I discussed what a shame it
was that Blue had been killed.
Our conversation then shifted to
how only a small proportion of

the United States society truly car-
ries the burden of this war. In no
time the atmosphere in the car
was very bitter.

To lighten the mood the other
lieutenant suggested that we stop
at a bar, his reasoning was that if
Blue was at one of our memorials
that is what he would have done. I
agreed with his logic and we pulled
into Kilroy’s Pub in Lansing, Ill.,

just outside of Munster.
Inside the bar 30 local patrons

all stopped talking simultaneously
and stared at the other lieutenant
and I who were both wearing our
Marine Corps Dress Blues. When
we tried to buy two beers several
locals fought over who would get
to buy us the drinks. We sat down
next to a local who introduced
himself to us by his self appointed
nickname, “Sticks.” He asked us
why were in town and when we
told him for Blue’s memorial he
stood up and asked for the bar’s
attention. Sticks then announced
the reason for our visit and the
entire bar stood and gave us a
lengthy standing ovation. They had
heard of Blue. After several rounds
were brought to our table courtesy
of the Munster and Lansing locals,

we had to practically fight to get
out of the bar and back on our way
to Blue’s parent’s house.

On the drive the other lieu-
tenant and I decided that
although the rest of the country
might not care the people in the
small towns do care and defi-
nitely appreciate the military’s
sacrifice. That day in Munster, I
was proud to be a Marine and
proud to be an American.

I like to think that if the gates
of heaven are guarded by Marines
as the Marines hymn suggests, that
1st Lt. Shaun Blue is now forever
walking the lines of the perimeter
checking on the Marines defend-
ing their eternal post.

The writer served two tours to
Iraq as a Marine Corps Infantry
Officer.
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 Praise! Praise!

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God
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 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119
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 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM
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 (Except Holidays)
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 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
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 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
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 The United Methodist Church
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 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Wonder Valley 
 Community Church

 82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
 Office: 367-0279
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 Pastor
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
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 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 10
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

 Militar
y 

 Welcom
e!

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

experienced the arts, either in
school or civilian life prior to
their service,” said Harvey.
“Curiosity for certain produc-
tions also draws military mem-
bers into our theatre.”

Entertainment provided by
Theatre 29 offers an assortment of
scheduled productions that will
appeal to a variety of diverse tastes
throughout the audience.

“It definitely is a productive
activity to do in my off hours,”
said Sgt. Arthur D. Schocken, a
Marine who participated in the
production, “She Loves Me.” “It
has a lot of extra responsibilities
and stress that go with it, but that
comes with doing any perform-
ance. All-in-all, it is about having
fun. When the actual performance
of the show started, it made all
those hours worth it.”

According to Harvey, Theatre
29 is dependent on the involve-
ment of Marines and sailors from
the Combat Center.

“They are vital to the continued
success of the theater as well as the
social good of the town,” said
Harvey. “Whether as a spectator or a
participant, I look forward to allow-
ing our servicemen and women an
artistic outlet close to home.”

The upcoming production, “Big
River,” the story of Huckleberry
Finn, opens April 11 and will run
weekends through May 10.

The theater is also holding audi-
tions for the classic Moliere
French Comedy, “The Trickeries
of Scapin,” April 14.

For more information about
Theatre 29, you can visit their Web
site at www.Theatre29.com or call
361-4151.

THEATRE, from A3
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Spring is in the air and Marine
Corps Community Services
Sports is featuring a variety of
athletic activities everyone can
enjoy.

For the first time at the
Combat Center, an all-hands
strongman arm wrestling tourna-
ment April 19 at the East Gym
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“We’re excited about the tour-
nament because it’s never been
done on this base before,” said
Skip Best, MCCS Sports athletic
director. “[Marine Corps Base]
Camp Pendleton [Calif.] has held
a tournament for the past two
years and had great success each
time.

‘Camp Pendleton has chal-
lenged us to put this tournament
together and I think we’ll have
great success,” he added. “I
think it might eventually evolve
into a Best of the West tourna-
ment similar to what we do with
football.”

In addition to the tourna-
ment, five-time world champion
arm wrestler Bill Collins will be
conducting an arm wrestling
clinic the day of the tournament
at 9 a.m. The crash course will
cover arm wrestling techniques
revolving around safety.

“Mr. Collins has a lot of expe-
rience with arm wrestling and
he’s coming to provide the
Marines with techniques for a
high level of competition,” said
Randy Husted, MCCS Sports
specialist. “We hope to see
Marines come down to see this
and learn the basics.”

Husted and Best both expect
the tournament to go well. It is
open to all Combat Center per-
sonnel and dependents above
the age of 18. Spectators are also

welcome to come and watch the
event.

The tournament will be
divided into five different
weight classes and awards will
be presented to the first
through third place winners in
each division.

“One thing we want to do is
find the top few people on the
base so we can send them to the
military competition at the
Arizona State Fair in Pheonix,”
said Husted.

MCCS Sports predicts the
turnout rate and success of the
competition will be high this
year. They hope to continue
hosting an arm wrestling tourna-
ment annually.

Also coming up in the world
of MCCS Sports is:

• April 7-10: The Commanding
General’s Intramural Basketball
League playoffs. The champi-
onship game will be held tomor-
row.
• April 12: The Combat Center
will be hosting the Marine Corps
Varsity Softball League.
• April 16: The Commanding
General’s Intramural Volleyball
League begins.

• April 22: The Commanding
General’s Intramural Softball
League begins. The preseason
tournament will run from April
14-17.
• May: Co-ed Softball League
begins.
• May 12-15: The Commanding
General’s Intramural Golf
Tournament will be held. The
Commanding General’s tourna-
ment will be held May 16.

Also a reminder from MCCS
Sports is the Commanding
General’s Intramural Bowling
League is currently in play.
League games are held at the
Sandy Hills bowling alley every
Wednesday at 3 p.m.

MCCS Sports offers a mul-
titude of intramural sporting
activities year-round. They
will continue to schedule reg-
ular league seasons in a vari-
ety of sports. MCCS Sports
will also continue to expand
their programs to accommo-
date the interests of a wide
range of people aboard the
Combat Center.

For more information about
any upcoming sporting event,
you can call Husted at 830-6857.

CCPPLL.. EERRIIKK  VVIILLLLAAGGRRAANN
MULTI NATIONAL FORCE - WEST

HIT, Iraq   Lance Cpl. Edwin S.
Contreras, an assaultman with
Company I, 3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment, Regimental
Combat Team 5, knows the best
way to let the Iraqi people know

that Marines are here to help is
through the children.

Marines with Company I con-
ducted a security patrol March 29
through the city of Hit, Iraq, to
ensure all is running smoothly in
the city.

“The purpose of the patrol
was to provide security for the

people and to build rapport
with them,” said Lance Cpl.
Brandon M. Barnes, 21, a team
leader with Company I from
Fairbanks, Alaska. “We’re still
looking for suspicious things or
anything we can do to hinder
insurgent activity.”

As Marines walked through
the city they handed out treats to
kids who approached the patrols.
Although some of the kids
seemed timid at first, once they
saw the candy their fears disap-
peared. Marines felt that making
the extra effort for the kids would
demonstrate the good Marines
are doing.

“Giving out candy is good for
our rapport with the people,” said
Contreras, 19, from Pico Rivera,
Calif. “We win over the hearts of
the kids, the parents see that and
we win the people over.”

Barnes understands the impor-
tance of making the kids happy,
but to keep kids from disrupting
his patrol he had to tell them
through an interpreter to keep
their distance.

“We don’t always bring candy
out because when we do they

like to swarm our patrols,”
Barnes said. “We only do it now
and then so they know we’re try-
ing to help.”

When Marines stopped at
houses to speak with residents of
the neighborhood, the kids fol-
lowed and watched Marines post
security.

“We got to sit down with
some people and talk about
some interesting stuff,” Barnes
said. “We try to put a face to the
Marines so they know we’re
human too.”

Marines asked questions

through an interpreter and spent
the majority of the time listening
to what the people had to say.
They received insight on how
the community feels about the
Iraq Provisional Security Force,
Iraqi Police and Marines.

Marines left the last house on
their patrol feeling good about
how their patrol went.

“The patrol went smooth,”
Contreras said. “We got to talk to
a lot of people. Most of our
patrols are about building rapport
with the people. We accom-
plished our mission out there.”

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA1111 AAPPRRIILL 99,,  22000088

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE
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 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time 
 Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

 Faces Day Spa
 A Holistic Heath Spa

 ~ 361-7546 ~     www.Faces-Day-Spa.com
 73554  29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA

 Faces Day Spa invites you to come in for an 
 experience as natural as you are. Spring into health 

 and healthy good looks with our spa services and classes.

 On April 13th we are offering two different classes ~

 B EYOND  E XPECTATION .
 C OME   FOR   LIFE …S TAY   FOR   AWHILE .

 �
 Liquid Bodies:  Learn to move, bend, flex, and stretch with 
 grace & fluidity. Practical application of basic and specialized 
 stretches that are easy to incorporate into your everyday life. 2

 We provide a wide range of services, from massages and facials to 
 manicures and pedicures, waxing, individual holistic nutrition, 
 quantum energentics & REIKI for the Body, Spirit and Soul. 

 Make up made simple for teenagers. 
 Including prom make up instruction.  1

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of
Catholic Women (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9 a.m. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth Grp.
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult
Group age 18-35, married or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)
HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff OObblliiggaattiioonn
MMaasssseess
12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall
CChhrriissttiiaann  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*

Wed. Bible Study: 7 p.m.
PPrrootteessttaanntt  LLiittuurrggiiccaall
SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship
LLaayy--LLeedd  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
BBaappttiisstt  SSeerrvviiccee CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship

LLaayy--LLeedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship
MMiiddwweeeekk  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass
TTuueessddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
5-7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(2nd Tues. of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st
Tuesday each Month

WWeeddnneessddaayy
VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in
the Prayer Room contact
Chaplain Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Praise & Worship
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/
Fellowship
7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible
Study
7 p.m. Praise & Worship
Service.

11sstt  TThhuurrssddaayy  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus
LLeeggeenndd
*Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made
for Confessions, call 
830-6456 or 830-6646

3/4 Marines win hearts of Iraqi children

CCPPLL.. EERRIIKK  VVIILLLLAAGGAANN

Lance Cpl. Austin L. Barnhill, 23, a rifleman from Riverside, Calif.,
assigned to 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, Regimental
Combat Team 5, hands an Iraqi girl candy March 29 in Hit, Iraq.
Marine with I Company handed out candy to Iraqi children while
conducting a security patrol through the city and spoke with Iraqi
locals about their thoughts on the Iraqi Provisional Security Force,
Iraqi Police and Marines.

Wild, wild world of sports



AA1122 AAPPRRIILL 99,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

AABBBBOOTTTT GREGORY S
AANNDDEERRSSOONN ERIC S
AANNTTOONN JONATHAN S
AARREELLLLAANNOO TOMAS J
AAUULLTT CHADLIN M
BBAABBWWAANNII AAQIL A
BBAAKKEERR RYAN A
BBAAUUEERR LOGAN J
BBAAUUMMCCHHEENN SEAN M
BBEEAAVVEERR KOFI C
BBEECCEERRRRAA DAVID J
BBEEEEGGLLEE BRYAN D
BBEERRTTOOLLIINNOO CODY D
BBIIEETTZZ ERIK Z
BBIINNGGHHAAMM WILLIAM K
BBRRYYAANN ADAM M
BBRRYYAANNTT NATHANIEL
BBUURRRROOUUGGHHSS WILLIAM R
CCAASSEEBBEEEERR WAYNE J
CCAASSTTRROO LUIS M
CCIIAANNCCIIOO MICHAEL R
CCLLEEMM JOSHUA W
CCOOLLEE JESSE N
CCOOLLLLIINNSS JEREMY T
CCOONNCCHHAA HUGO M
CCOOTTHHAAMM KYLE M
CCRRUUZZ JOSEPH A
DDAALLEEYY ERIC A
DDAALLYY CHRISTOPHER J
DDEEJJOOLLIIEE ERICK B
DDIIAAZZSSAANNTTIIAAGGOO WILLIAM
DDIICCKKIINNSSOONN ROBERT J
DDIICCKKMMAANN JOSHUA C
DDIILLLLOONN ALEXANDER W
DDOOMMIINNGGUUEEZZ

JONATHAN R
DDOONNNNEELLSS ROBERT B
DDUUPPUUIISS JOHNATHAN L
DDUUSSTTIINN BENJAMIN J
EELLDDEERR DUSTIN R
EELLIIJJAAHH HARLAN D
EELLLLIISS ERIC J
EENNGGEELL DEREK P
EESSPPIINNOOLLAA KARINA B
FFAARRHHAATT JOSEPH A
FFEERRMMIINN RASHAMUS D
FFOOOOTTHH MASON L
FFOORRDD JUSTIN C
GGAAJJDDAA KENNETH L
GGAALLVVAANN CORDARO L
GGAANNNNAAWWAAYY

CHRISTOPHER R
GGAASSCCOOIIGGNNEE THOMAS G
GGEEIISSSSEELL MAXWELL E
GGIIBBSSOONN CARTER A
GGIIBBSSOONN SETH R
GGIIBBSSOONN DAVID M
GGOOOODDRRIICCHH RICHARD E
GGOORRDDOONN SAMUEL O
GGRREEEENN JOHN C
GGUUTTCCHHEESS BRYSON L
HHAAGGEENNMMIILLLLEERR

STEVEN E
HHAARRDDIINNGG JEREMY L
HHAAYYSS JENNIFER N
HHEENNZZLLEERR TRAVIS J
HHIINNSSOONN JEREMY J
HHOOLLLLEEYY  JJRR RONALD D
HHOOLLLLEEYY  JJRR ANTHONY D
HHOOLLMMEESS RONNIE D
HHOORRTTOONN IIII ROGER D
HHOOWWEELLLL BRIAN O
HHOOWWEELLLL KYLE R
HHOOWWEETTHH MICHAEL S
JJEEAANN LEONEL J
JJEEFFFFCCOOAATT  IIII MICHAEL T
JJEEFFFFEERRSSOONN JELANI J
JJEEFFFFRREESS JOSHUA P
JJIIMMIISSOONN DANNY J

JJOOHHNNSSOONN VAUGHN A
JJOOHHNNSSOONN CHARLES A
JJOONNEESS ERIK S
JJOORRDDAANN SHANNON N
KKIIRRCCHHNNEERR NICHOLAS A
KKLLOONNEEKK BRYAN R
KKNNOOLLLLMMAANN JAXOM H
LLAAMMBBEERRTT JARRETT L
LLAAWWRREENNCCEE SHAWN O
LLEEIITTEERRMMAANN DONNOVAN R
LLEEMMMMEERR MARCUS L
LLIINNNN ERIC W
LLOOPPEEZZ RANDY A
LLOOWWEERRYY AMBER D
MMAADDDDEENN JONATHAN N
MMAAHHAALLAA GORDON C
MMAARRKKEELL MICHAEL A
MMAARRMMAA JARROD R
MMAARRSSHH DAERION E
MMAARRTTIINNEEZZ ERIK
MMCCGGIINNNNIISS RYAN L
MMCCGGIINNNNIISS DAVID H
MMCCMMAAHHAANN PATRICK J
MMEELLIICCHH ROBERT G
MMIILLLLEERR STEVEN J
MMOOOORREE MATTHEW L
MMUULLLLEERR CHELSEA M
MMUUNNOOZZ ORLANDO
NNEEWWEELLLL BRANDON J
NNIIXXOONN  IIIIII BILLJACOB B
NNOOWWEELLLL STEPHEN G
OOFFRRIIEELL PATRICK L
OOTTOOOOLLEE SEAN D
PPAATTIINNOO JOSE M
PPEERRRRYY STEPHEN J
PPRRAANNDDYY STEPHEN
RRAAMMEEYY CLINTON V
RREEYYOO SAMUEL A
RRIICCHHAARRDDSSOONNTTOONNEEYY

ELENA M
RRIICCKKEERR MITCHELL C
RRIIVVEERRAA LUIS F
RROOAADDSS TYLER A
RROOBBEERRTTSSOONN MICHEAL G
RROOBBIINNSSOONN RYAN G
RROOGGEERRSS MATTHEW L
SSAAIINNZZ CHRISTOPHER D
SSAANNAABBRRIIAA FELIPE I
SSAANNCCHHEEZZ JJRR MARIO I
SSAANNTTIISSTTEEVVAANN DEAN M
SSCCHHAAAALL ANTHONY S
SSCCOOTTTT STEPHANIE L
SSMMIITTHH MICHAEL C
SSTTAAPPLLEERR  JJRR RONNIE
SSTTEEFFFFAANNYY JULIANNA
SSTTEEPPHHEENNSSOONN

JEREMIAH D
SSTTEEVVEENNSSOONN JOSEPH S
SSTTEEWWAARRTT  IIII NAPOLEON E
TTAAYYLLOORR JUSTIN B
TTHHOOMMPPSSOONN BRUCE W
TTIISSII ALEXANDER
TTRRIIMM JOSHUA A
TTRRIIPPPP WILLIAM N
VVAANNDDRROOMMEE JAMES A
WWAALLTTEERR COLLIN J
WWIILLEEYY ADAM M
WWIILLLLIIAAMMSS DAVID A
WWIILLSSOONN CLIFFORD E
WWOOHHLLFFEERRTT JOSHUA G
WWOOOODDSS JOHN H
YYOOUUNNGG MITCHELL J

AADDAAMMSS JASON M
AAHHCCHHAANN JOSHUA I
AALLBBAANNEEZZ  JJRR ABRAHAM O
AALLCCAANNTTAARRAA MANUEL A
AANNDDEERRSSOONN KYLE B
AANNDDRREEIINNAA  JJRR

ROBERT D
AAUUSSTTIINN NICHOLAS C
AAYYAALLAAHHEERRNNAANNDDEEZZ

HORACIO
BBAAGGBBYY DAMIAN A
BBAAKKEERR WILLIAM B
BBAARRNNEESS ERIC D
BBAARRRR AARON N
BBAARRRREETTTT KYLE W
BBAATTII MARK ANDREW A
BBAAUUMM JONATHAN L
BBAAUUMMAANN PHILLIP E
BBEENNJJAAMMIINN LOGAN S
BBLLAANNCCOO PRISCO
BBOOLLEESS BRANDON M
BBOONNIILLLLAA ALFONSO G
BBOOUUCCHHEERR JEREMY J
BBRRAADDYY PATRICK C
BBRRAANNDDEELL ALEXANDER J
BBRRAANNDDOOWW SERENA R
BBRRAANNNNOONN RYAN M
BBRRAAVVOO EDWARD
BBRRIIDDWWEELLLL JACOB T
BBRROOWWNN RYAN C
BBRROOWWNN AARON S
BBRROOWWNN MARCELLOUS D
BBRRUU MASON J
BBUUFFOORRDD  JJRR RAYMOND F
BBUULLLL GEORGE H
CCAANNNNOONN  IIII ARTHUR J
CCAARRRROOWW  JJRR DONALD K
CCAASSTTEELLLLAANNOOSS  JJRR

SALVADOR
CCAASSTTEELLLLOONN ISRAEL J
CCAASSTTIILLLLOO RANDOLPH E
CCEEJJAA ANTHONY A
CCHHAAFFFFIINN PAUL E
CCHHIIMMIILLIIOO KEVIN R
CCHHRRIISSTTEENNSSOONN JOSEPH L
CCOOFFFFIILLLL JOSHUA E
CCOONNTTRREERRAASS VICTOR L
CCOOOOKK BRANDON L
CCOOOOMMEESS MATTHEW D
CCOORRTTEEZZ AARON S
CCOOVVIINNGGTTOONN  JJRR DAVID L
CCOOWWAANN THOMAS D
DDAANNGGEELLOO COREY W
DDAANNIIEELL JULIA A
DDAANNIIEELLSS DEREK A
DDAANNSSEERREEAAUU WILLIAM R
DDAAVVIISS JAMES E
DDAAVVIISS MICHA D
DDEEIISSTTEERR  JJRR DONALD E
DDEELLVVEEYY  JJRR MICHAEL F
DDEENNNNIISS ERIC G
DDIIAAZZHHEERRRREERRAA JORGE A
DDIIQQUUAATTTTRROO

ALEXANDER G
DDOOLLAANN JAMES P
DDUUNNSSTTEERR CURTIS L
DDUUTTRRAAPPEEAACCOOCCKK

JUSTIN D
EECCKK KAMERON L
EEDDWWAARRDDSS KELCEY J
EELLKKIINNSS JOSHUA W
EELLKKIINNSS ROBERT C
EELLLLIIOOTTTT MICHAEL R
EELLLLIIOOTTTT AURELIO F
EELLLLIISS JASON T
EELLLLSSWWOORRTTHH ERIC S
EESSCCOOBBEEDDOO RAYNALDO
FFAARRQQUUHHAARR JACOB W
FFEEBBRREESSDDEELLVVAALLLLEE JESUS
FFEERRGGUUSSOONN JONATHAN K
FFEERRNNAANNDDEEZZTTAARRQQUUIIOOLLAA

MARCELO K
FFIIEELLDD MICHAEL D
FFLLEETTCCHHEERR JEREMY N
FFOORRSSYYTTHHEE JONATHAN R
FFRRIIEENNDD  JJRR ROBERT D
FFRROOSSTT WESLEY D
FFUUSSEELLIIEERR

KHRISTOPHER P

GGAARRCCIIAA LAWRENE M
GGAARRCCIIAA LIONEL
GGHHAABBEELL ANDREW R
GGIIBBBBOONNSS MICHAEL R
GGLLEENNNN CHRISTIAN M
GGRREEEENNEE CHRISTOPHER J
GGRREEGGOORRYY CHRISTOPHER S
GGRROONNBBAACCHH MATTHEW D
GGRRUUBBEERR BRYAN L
GGRRUUNNDDEELL ANDREW A
GGUUEERRRRAA JACOB J
GGUUZZMMAANN MIGUEL F
HHAABBEERRMMAANN KYLE C
HHAALLLLAADDAAYY CHAD T
HHAAMMMMOONNDD KENNETH J
HHAANNCCOOCCKK ALLEN L
HHAANNKKSS ZACHARY A
HHAARRPPEERR  IIIIII ALLEN N
HHEEAARRTT  IIVV CLIFFORD G
HHOOFFFFMMAANN MATTHEW R
HHOOUUSSTTOONN THOMAS K
HHOOWWAARRDD CHRISTOPHER A
HHOOWWAARRDD NIKOLAS L
HHUURRTTAADDOO CHRISTOPHE A
JJEERRNNIIGGAANN DOUGLAS T
JJOOHHNNSSOONN KURT R
JJOOHHNNSSOONN JUSTIN R
JJOOHHNNSSOONN  JJRR RUSSELL W
JJUUDDGGEE CHAD D
KKEERRNN DAVID H
KKIINNGGRREEYY CODY J
KKYYLLEE ROBERT L
LLAAFFAAYYEETTTTEE MICHAEL J
LLAAPPOOIINNTTEE AMIE C
LLAARRSSOONN JOSEPH A
LLEEEE PAUL J
LLEEWWIISS JOSEPH S
LLOOPPEEZZ ANTHONY J
LLOOPPEEZZ DAVID M
LLOOPPEEZZMMEEDDIINNAA GARY J
LLOOYYAALL KYLE J
LLUUNNSSFFOORRDD CLINTON A
MMAANNAANNDDIIKK FRANK V
MMAANNNNIINNGG JACOB S
MMAARRTTIINNEEZZ STEPHANIE A
MMAASSSSEEYY CHRISTOPHER T
MMCCCCLLIINNTTOOCCKK SAMUEL M
MMCCGGEEEE MARK E
MMCCKKEEEE ASHLEY M
MMCCNNAAIIRR JEREMY P
MMCCSSHHEERRRRYY BRADY M
MMEEJJIIAA ALEXANDER D
MMEENNDDEENNHHAALLLL JOSHUA K
MMEENNNNEECCKKEE MATTHEW A
MMEERRCCAADDOO IRVING A
MMEEYYEERR JASON J
MMIILLLLEERR TIMOTHY R
MMIILLLLEERR ADAM W
MMIILLLLEERR  IIIIII BYRON P
MMIINNNNIICCKK BRETT N
MMIIRRAANNDDAA EDGAR A
MMOONNAACCOO JOHN V
MMOONNTTGGOOMMEERRYY BRYAN R
MMOOOORREE JOSHUA H
MMOORRRRIISS JUSTIN D
MMOORRRRIISS DUSTIN J
MMUURRTTHHAA MICHAELANT
NNAAEEFF JONATHAN M
NNEERRIIMMOORRAA LUIS
NNIIEELLSSOONN CONNER T
NNIIEETTOO JUSTIN A
NNOOWWIICCKKII MICHAEL T
OOSSOORRIIOO ARTURO E
PPAAYYNNEE MICHAEL P
PPEEHHRRSSOONN CODY M
PPEELLLLII TONY J
PPEERREEGGRRIINNAA JOSEPH M
PPEETTEERRSSOONN WILLIAM J
PPLLYYLLEERR BRIAN M
PPRRIIDDEE MICHAEL D
PPUURRTTEEEE JOSHUA D
QQUUIINNTTAANNIILLLLAA

JOSEDELACR C

RRAAMMIIRREEZZ ESTEBAN 
RRAANNGGEELL JOSHUA A
RRAAUUSSCCHHEERR CALEB V
RRAAYYMMOONNDD MICHAEL Q
RRAAYYMMOONNDD JEFFREY J
RREEYYNNOOLLDDSS  IIVV EDWARD L
RRIICCEE TERRYL C
RRIICCHHAARRDDSSOONN JOSIAH D
RRIIKKAARRDD BRANDON S
RRIIVVEENNBBUURRGG RYAN R
RROODDRRIIGGUUEEZZ JAMES E
RROOOOTTSS JESSE J
RRUUIIZZ NATHANIEL E
SSAAAALLFFEELLDD RYAN W
SSAAMMAANNIIEEGGOO BEATRICE G
SSAANNCCHHEEZZ BENITO O
SSCCHHAALLLLEERR ZACHARY K
SSCCHHLLEEIINNKKOOFFEERR JUSTIN M
SSCCHHNNEEIIDDEERR MATHEW B
SSCCOOTTTT DANIEL W
SSHHAARRTTLLEE ANDREW S
SSHHEEEETTSS EVAN M
SSHHEELLTTOONN JAMES R
SSHHUUTTEE MATTHEW O
SSIILLIIEESS OTTO A
SSIIMMOONNIISS TRAVIS A
SSIIMMPPSSOONN JONATHAN M
SSIINNGGLLEETTOONN JEREMY T
SSIITTTTEERRDDIINNGG ABRAM K
SSLLUUSSHHEERR DAVID A
SSMMAALLLLEEYY KELLEN D
SSMMEELLTTZZEERR

CRISTOPHER D
SSMMIITTHH JAMES H
SSOOLLAARREESSMMEEJJIIAA JUAN L
SSOOTTKKAA RYAN M
SSPPAAUULLDDIINNGG JARED B
SSTTEEIINNRRIIEEDDEE BRIAN M
SSTTOORREEYY KIONTE K
SSTTRRAATTTTOONN TIMOTHY T
SSTTUUBBBBLLEEFFIIEELLDD JUSTIN L
TTAABBOOAADDAA  JJRR RAFAEL
TTHHOOMMAASS JOSHUA D
TTHHOOMMSSOONN DAVID W
TTIILLLLIIEE JASON R
TTRREEJJOO LESLIE L
TTUURRLLEEYY JAMES A
TTYYLLEERR JUSTIN J
VVAANNEEGGAASS NESTOR 
VVAANNGGOORRDDEERR THOMAS V
VVEERRVVAAEECCKKEE JAMES W
VVIIGGIILLCCAASSTTIILLLLOO LUIS A
WWAAIINNSSCCOOTTTT CODY D
WWAASSHHIINNGGTTOONN ANDREE D
WWAATTEERRSS MICAH J
WWEEDDDDIINNGG SHANKIKA S
WWEEIIDDEENNHHAAMMMMEERR

JOHN W
WWEELLLLEERR JONATHAN D
WWIILLLLIIAAMMSS TRAVIS L
WWIILLLLIIAAMMSS  JJRR JEROME M
WWRREENNCCHH DAVID R
XXIIOONNGG CHING
YYOOUUNNGG IAN A
ZZIIMMMMEERRMMAANN LEVI G

AACCOOSSTTAA MATTHEW J
AACCOOSSTTAAGGOONNZZAALLEEZZ

DAVID
AAGGUUIIRRRREE BERNARDINO
BBAAYYFFOORRDD TAYLOR M
BBEERREENNSS JOSIAH D
BBEERRTTRRAANNDD ERIC A
BBLLAACCKK CHRISTOPHER A
BBRRAADDLLEEYY WILLIAM R
BBRRAADDYY ROBERT W
CCAAMMAACCHHOO SAMUEL M
CCEERRNNIICCKK BENJAMIN M

Combat Center promotions for the month of April



OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA1133 AAPPRRIILL 99,,  22000088

Marines jump back into action
with help of chiropractor

CCHHAAVVEEZZ ADAN
DDEELLUUNNAA  JJRR FERNANDO
DDEESSIIEERROO MICHAEL G
DDIIAAGGOO JAN P
DDIIAAZZ DANIEL J
DDIITTTTOO MATTHEW J
DDOORRNN  IIVV JOHN A
FFAARRRROOWW AARON M
GGAALLAANNTTEE RYAN L
GGHHAASSSSOOUULL NESRODENE
GGOONNZZAALLEESSCCHHIICCAA

CARLOS A
GGRREEEERR WILLIAM
GGRRIIFFFFIINN WILLIAM M
HHAALLEEYY EVAN T
HHAARRRRIISS  IIVV EDWIN G
HHAAUUSSEERR JOSHUA A
HHAAYYWWOOOODD KEITH H
HHEENNDDEERRSSOONN CARRISA D
HHEERRAANNDDYY

CHRISTOPHER T
HHEERRNNAANNDDEEZZ MICHAEL A
HHIINNOOJJOOSSAA JAVIER
HHIINNTTZZ JORDAN R
HHOOPPKKIINNSS BRYAN J
HHOORRTTOONN CHARLES H
HHOOWWEESS PATRICK T
HHUUIITTTT KEVIN S
HHUURRSSTT DREW M
JJOORRDDAANN BLAKE A
JJUUNNEEAAUU TRAVIS T
KKLLEEIINN LEVI J
MMAABBIINNEE TRACY D
MMAARRCCHHAANNTT BRIAN K
MMAARRRRIIOOTTTT MATTHEW J
MMAARRTTIINNEEZZ DANIEL J
MMAASSSSEEYY JARED P
MMCCHHAAZZLLEETTTT DUSTIN G
MMIILLBBEERRGG ALEXANDER J
MMIINN CLAIRE J
MMUUNNIIZZ  JJRR JAVIER
MMYYRRIICCKK ANTHONY J
NNAAVVAARRRREETTEE ANDREW R
NNEEUUBBEECCKKEERR KYLE M
OORRTTIIZZ  JJRR NELSON R
PPAARRKKSS WILLIAM C
PPFFAAFFFF RYAN J
RRIIEESSEE SCOTT A
RROOSSAADDOO EVAN J
RRUUCCKKEERR ANTHONY L
RRYYAANN DOYLE P
SSOOTTOO  IIVV JESSE R
SSTTUUAARRDD CORY J
SSWWOOFFFFEERR BRANDON J
TTRRAAVVIISS KEVIN J
VVAALLLLOORRTTIIGGAARRAA JERRY G
VVAAUUGGHHAANN JAMES E
WWAASSHHIINNGGTTOONN WILLIAM P
WWHHIITTEE THOMAS W
ZZWWAAKK ANDREW J

BBAAKKEERR DEXTER W
BBEELLCCHHEERR

CHRISTOPHER H
BBRRIISSTTOOWW  JJRR JOHN A
CCAALLLLAAGGHHAANN MICHAEL A
CCAAMMPPBBEELLLL JEREMY E
DDIIRRTTOONN MACKENZIE D
HHOOLLDDEENN ROBERT W
KKIITTTTLLEE JARED W
LLAAPPLLAANNTT MICHAEL C
LLIITTRREENNTTAA MATTHEW P
LLUUBBIINN PHILIP J
MMAALLAABBAANNAANN ORLY N
MMIILLLLSS BRUCE M
NNOORRMMAANN KRIS L
PPIIDDGGEEOONN CATHERINE A
PPOOOOLL RONNY W
RRAANNDDAALLLL KYLE J

RRIICCHHBBOOUURRGG JEFFREY C
RRIIOOSS MATTHEW C
SSCCOOTTTT EFRAIN J
SSMMIITTHH CHADWICK P
SSOOLLIISS MARIO
TTIITTUUSS TYLER C
WWHHIITTMMAANN BRENDON W
WWOOOODDSS  IIII DAVID M

BBAATTTTIICCEE PIERRE
BBLLYYTTHHEERR CORNELIUS L
GGOONNZZAALLEEZZ LINDSEY C
HHOOPPKKIINNSS TIMOTHY R
HHUUSSTTOONN JEANETTE E
JJOONNEESS JAMES M
PPEERREEZZ VICENTE E
SSHHEECCKKEELLFFOORRDD  JJRR

EDWARD
TTOORRRREESS GABRIEL H
VVAAZZQQUUEEZZ JONATHAN T

HHAAYYNNEESS ARMELIUS T
HHOODDNNEEFFIIEELLDD CORY K
LLAARRAA SHANESE L
MMEEZZAAHHEERRNNAANNDDEEZZ

JAIME A
MMOORRGGAANN CHRISTOPHER J
RRAAMMOOSS  JJRR JUAN A
RROOLLOOSSOONN AAROND S

SSIIMMOONNSS BRYAN O

BBAABBKKIIRRKK BEAU G
LLEEIIVVAA LUIS M

WWAALLSSHH JAMES D

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Lance Cpl. Derrick Riedel, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, stretches his lower back during his
visit to Dr. George Sargetis, Combat Center’s only chiropractor, March 25, after being injured during
his last deployment to Iraq.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Warm hands massage your back,
finding the aches and pains built
up over the years. The hands
tense, and you feel your back
begin to crack and a new feeling
washes over you. For the first
time in a long time, your back
doesn’t hurt.

In Greek, the word chiropractor
means “hands-on,” gives people an
option to try a proven medical
healing method without medica-
tion or surgery.

In 2001, the Department of
Defense developed and imple-
mented a plan to offer chiroprac-
tic services to all active duty mili-
tary personnel.

In 2006, Dr. George Sargetis
offered his services as a chiroprac-
tor to the Marine Corps and was
directed to assist injured Marines
and sailors at the Combat Center.

Sargetis uses injury-specific
manual body adjustments or
stretches to the abnormal joints
and muscles.

“Chiropractic is a health care
discipline which emphasizes the
inherent recuperative power of
the body to heal itself without the
use of drug or surgery,” said
Sargetis. “The practice of chiro-
practic focuses on the relation-
ship between structure and func-
tion and how that relationship
affects the preservation and
restoration of health.”

Chiropractic services empha-
size good alignment, flexibility
and strength of the joints and
muscles of the body. When a per-
son is injured, their body changes
the way it functions, which
reduces maximum performance.

“I have realized the most com-
mon problem is lower back pain,”
said Sargetis, a Sacramento, Calif.,
native. “Most of this pain comes
from Marines training with heavy
gear and packs.”

Minor cases of lower back pain

causes muscle spasms, stiffness of
the back and limbs, and vertebrae
may lock in twisted positions.

Severe cases of lower back
pain causes muscle spasms in the
back and legs, bothered disks, and
ruptured vertebrae.

“A lot of cases that were
referred to me were because pain
medication and physical therapy
was not working,” said Sargetis.

Staff Sgt. Earnest Hughes,
with Marine Corps Staff
Noncommissioned Officers
Academy, was referred to Sargetis
after injuring his back while cele-
brating the 2007 Marine Corps
Ball in Las Vegas.

Hughes, a 37-year-old Los
Angeles native, was prescribed
multiple types of medication and
was finally referred to physical
therapy for two months. When
his back pain became worse, he
was finally referred to Sargetis.

“When I first got here my
pain was an eight [on a 1-10
pain scale]”, said Hughes. “It
was really uncomfortable and I
could not put forth my max
effort into my military duties
because the pain was constantly
on my mind.”

After visiting Sargetis once a
week for a month, Hughes
noticed a complete turn-around.

“My pain level dropped to a
two or three,” said Hughes. “I was
able to spread out my appoint-
ments to once a month instead of
every week.”

Multiple comment cards sub-
mitted to Sargetis shows how he
helped people through injuries
when other doctors have failed
and had gave up.

One comment card written
by Erik Barden, a retired corps-
man formerly assigned to 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
said he was told by neurologists
he would never have a
headache-free day due to the
multiple improvised explosive
device detonation he encoun-
tered while deployed.

“Nobody could help me,” said
Barden. “On a whim the doctor
asked to work on me. Two weeks
later I had my first headache-free
day in over a year.”

Sargetis devotes most of his
time to helping Marines and sailors
recuperate from injuries when, on
many cases, his patients have been
told they were unable to be healed.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Staff Sgt. Earnest Hughes, with Marine Corps Staff
Noncommissioned Officers Academy, lies still as Dr. George
Sargetis, chiropractor, uses a hand-held massager to loosen his
back during his appointment March 25. Hughes, a 37-year-old
Los Angeles native, was prescribed multiple types of medication
and was finally referred to physical therapy for two months. When
his back pain became worse, he was finally referred to Sargetis.
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Regular season intramural basketball ends with TTECG win
PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The regular season of the
Commanding General’s Intramural
Basketball League concluded with
the Tactical Training and Exercise
Control Group defeating the
Marine Wing Support Squadron
374, 84-66, at the Combat Center’s
East Gym April 2.

TTECG, who went into the
game with a 7-4 record, were
looking to rebound from a loss
during last year’s season to
MWSS-374, who entered the
game with a record of 5-5.

Both teams, having already
booked their places in the play-
offs, were looking to improve
their chances of obtaining favor-
able seeding positions.

TTECG left the starting line
strong, and quickly jumped out to
a convincing 42-22 first-half lead.

TTECG’s height advantage
and solid teamwork helped
compensate for the team’s
short bench and enabled
TTECG to hold their lead
throughout the game.

During half-time heads were
hanging on the MWSS-374 bench
and it looked as though TTECG

was on its way to a blowout.
But MWSS-374 came into the

second half a rejuvenated team
and quickly began to put points
on the board.

A strong passing game by
MWSS-374 helped the team chip
away at TTECG’s comfortable
lead and invigorated MWSS-374’s
quiet bench.

In the end, MWSS-374’s rally
was not enough to overcome
TTECG and the game ended
with both teams feeling optimistic
about the playoffs.

“If we [MWSS-374] can
apply what we did in the second
half to the first half we can
win,” said Ryan Fromherz, a
MWSS-374 guard.

Sixth seeded MWSS-374 will
begin their playoff campaign
Monday night when they face off
against the second seeded Marine
Corps Communication-Electronics
School staff non-commissioned
officer team at 8:45 p.m. The
MWSS-374 team will enter
Monday’s game trying to avenge
their regular season 78-28 loss
to the MCCES SNCOs.

Up next, for fifth seeded
TTECG, is a first round play-
off game against number
three seed Combat Logistics
Battalion 7 Monday night at
6:15 p.m. The regular season
meeting between the two sides
ended with CLB-7 holding on
for a 49-48 win.

“If we [TTECG] go into
the playoffs playing like we

did tonight, we stand a chance
of claiming this year’s title,”
said Adrian M. Kilgore, a
TTECG forward.

“The season started of rocky,

but now everything is starting to
click,” he added.

For more information about
Combat Center sports, contact
Skip Best at 830-4092.

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHEERRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Anthony Davis and Dandre Brown battle it out for a rebound
during Wednesday night hoop action at the Combat Center’s
East Gym.

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHEERRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Anthony Davis, Tactical Training and Exercise Control Group
forward, leaps above his competition at the Combat Center’s
East Gym April 2.

Once a Marine, always a Marine

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

The Combat Center’s Provost Marshal’s Office held a
mess night Friday to celebrate camaraderie and esprit de
corps. However, it was a special night for PMO, as they
were graced with two notable guests of honor.

Former Cpl. Allen Striffler, a radio operator and World
War II veteran, once assigned to 1st Battalion, 23rd
Marine Regiment, and former Cpl. Joe Lisi, a radio opera-
tor and retired New York City Police Department captain
from Manhattan’s 17th Precinct, were invited to dine with
PMO by Maj. Pietro P. Scarselli, PMO commanding officer.

Striffler, a veteran of campaigns in the Marianas Islands,
Saipan, Tinian and Iwo Jima, and Lisi, a Marine and police
officer turned actor, both addressed the mess, citing how
they were proud to be Marines and honored to be sitting
with the PMO Marines that evening.

“Not only is it an absolute honor to be in their presence,
but to see the passion and love for the Corps burning so
strong in them brings a whole new meaning to ‘once a
Marine, always a Marine,’” said Scarselli.

Striffler and Lisi both currently serve on an advisory
board for Marine Corps Recruiting Station New York and
the Marine Corps Public Affairs Office in New York City.

Look for the full story in next Wednesday’s edition of the
Observation Post.
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society
kicked off their annual fund drive March
31 to run until May 2.

During the month-long drive,
NMCRS will be working alongside active
duty Marines and sailors to encourage
Combat Center personnel to donate
money to the program.

“The society is allowed one authorized
fund drive per year,” said Raymond
Caldwell, director of NMCRS. “Our pur-
pose of the drive is to get 100 percent con-
tact aboard the base. We want to reach every
military member and ensure they are knowl-
edgeable of the help they can receive.”

Last year, the Combat Center raised
more than $93,000 for the NMCRS fund
drive. In turn, the relief society gave out
$600,000 in grants and interest-free loans
to Marines, sailors and their families.

“The money the relief society gets in
donations go directly back to people who
need it,” said Christee Mainz, NMCRS assis-
tant and Combat Casualty Coordinator.
“The more money we get, the more people
we can help.”

According to the All Navy Message
017/08, Marines and sailors have relied on
the NMCRS whenever they have suffered
an unexpected financial emergency. The
society was founded to provide prompt

and effective solutions to temporary finan-
cial problems through of grants and inter-
est-free loans.

The ALNAV highlights two newly
implemented programs created to assist
families of service members.

To implement the program set in the
ALNAV, the NMCRS hired eight extra full-
time visiting nurses to assist families deal-
ing with combat casualty issues. These
qualified nurses provide long-term case
management for special case clients.

The nurses visit face-to-face with
wounded Marines, sailors and their fami-
ly members who are being treated in mil-
itary medical facilities, and then remain in
close personal contact with the service
member after their discharge.

After a trial period at eight different mil-
itary installations, NMCRS expanded the
Quick Assist Loan program throughout all
their offices around the world.

The QAL is intended for first-time
clients who normally do not have finan-
cial problems but suffer a one-time
shortfall of $300 or less.

The local NMCRS will issue grants or
interest-free loans to Marines and sailors
with verified needs.

Caldwell said NMCRS will help service
members who have difficulty paying for
housing, food, clothing or utilities; medical
or dental expenses; vehicle or transporta-
tion expenses; or family emergencies.

If a service member requires money for
a problem outside the normal category, he
may request a loan from NMCRS, which
will take the request to the NMCRS
Headquarters. Officials there will ensure it
is a verified need before approving the
loan.

NMCRS also helps bring family mem-
bers to the bedside of their injured service

member by assisting with travel and lodg-
ing payments.

“Our goal is to help Marines and sailors
going through financial hardships,” said
Caldwell. “We hope to help them become
self-sustained so they can live within their
means and be financially stable.”

For more information, visit the
NMCRS Web site at www.NMCRS.org.
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The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the week prior to publi-
cation.  
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

MMOOTTOORR  HHOOMMEE  FFOORR
SSAALLEE  11999911  PPAACCEE
AARRRROOWW.. 35 ft. class A.
460 Ford/Oshkosh many
extras. 61,000 miles.
$19,500. OBO. Call Jon at
361-5777. 3/31/08

FFIIVVEE  227755//7700RR1188  TTIIRREESS
from 2007 F350 4x4.
12,400 miles, great shape,
plug in the tread of one.
Set of 5 for $250 OBO. Call
(760)799-3045. 3/12/08

22000044  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  44XX44..
Many extras, lift, 38” tires,
20” rims. Call (760) 220-
0749. 3/12/08

SSTTEEPPSS  FFRROOMM  ‘‘0077  FF335500
SSUUPPEERR  CCAABB  44XX44:: Factory
chrome steps that drop
down 6". Removed when
new. Fit F250/350 from
1999-2008 and include
brackets and bolts. $250
for everything. (760)799-
3045  3/12/08

NNEEWW  BBRRAAKKEE  RROOTTOORRSS,,
FFRROONNTT.. Brembo part#
25358. Lexus ES300 92-01.
Toyota:Avalon 95-04;Camry
V6 92-01; Camry 4-cyl 00-
06; Sienna 98-03; Solara
99-03. $35ea/$60 both. Call
(760) 362-8033 or E-mail
jsch99@gmail.com  3/12/08

22000066  MMUUSSTTAANNGG  VV--88  330044
GGTT.. Black convertible.
Power everything. 6 disc
CD. 12,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. Ryan (760)
774-0166. 3/12/08

22000011  BBUUIICCKK  LLAA  SSAABBRREE..
One owner, well main-
tained. Under 40K miles.
$8,000. fully loaded.
Leather. Call (760) 366-
8606. 3/12/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE:: 22000055  KKEEYY--
SSTTOONNEE  SSPPRRIINNGGDDAALLEE,
Travel Trailer. Sleeps 6, 1
Slide, many extras, (601)
329-9896 Located at
MCAGCC Twilight Dunes
RV Park, # 29. $18,400.
3/5/08

22000033  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDD--
SSOONN Softai l  Deuce
Anniversary Edit ion;
Black. 1450cc with
19,950 miles. Excel-
lent condition with lots
of upgrades. $15,000
firm. More info and
pictures can be seen
at: http://www.prospec-
torsdepot.com
(760) 366-3333  3/5/08

MMIISSCC..

FFIIVVEE    KKIITTTTEENNSS  RREEAADDYY
FFOORR  AA  NNIICCEE  FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY
HHOOMMEE 7 weeks old, 1 light
orange, 1 dark orange, 1
light brown, 1 mostly grey
with a little white, 1 mostly
white with a little grey. Any-
one interested please call
805-8674. 4/9/08

FFRREEEE  TTOO  GGOOOODD  HHOOMMEE  22
YYEEAARR  OOLLDD  NNEEUUTTEERREEDD
AAKKCC  YYEELLLLOOWW  LLAABB.. Male
references requested.
Affectionate and house-
broken. 880-1773 during
evenings. 4-2-08

1188  XX  3333  AABBOOVVEE
GGRROOUUNNDD  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG
PPOOOOLL w/ liner/ladder.
Free for the taking.
Call (760) 285-1603
3/26/08

PPAATTIIOO  FFUURRNNIITTUURREE.. 6
chairs w/table and 2
chairs w/side table. $100
takes All. (760) 285-1603
3-26-08

22  GGOOLLDDEENN  RREETTRRIIEEVV--
EERRSS.. Free to good home:
3 yrs old each. Regis-
tered, neutered. Never
been apart, love kids!  Call
(760) 285-1603  3/26/08

FFRREEEE  5500  GGAALLLLOONN
FFIISSHH  TTAANNKK  WWIITTHH  TTWWOO
FFIISSHH.. My office space
is shrinking, and the
wife won't have it in the
house. Call (760) 401-
3752. 3/26/08

PPUUMMPP  FFOORR  AABBOOVVEE
GGRROOUUNNDD  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG
PPOOOOLL.. $100. Call (760)
285-1603  3/26/08

Employee Spotlight
EEmmppllooyyeeee:: Manuel Rocha
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: Food Service Section
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Assistant Contracting Officer
Representative 
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Assistant Contracting Officer
Representative for food service sections in
Twentynine Palms to ensure mess hall civilian
contractors follow their duties.
HHoommeettoowwnn:: San Jose, Calif.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Cooking and running
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb:: Ensure all the
military that eat at both mess halls get a nutri-
tious meal at all times.
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss  ssiinnccee  aabbooaarrdd

MMCCAAGGCCCC:: Receiving a new job title.
AAnnyy  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviicceess:: 26 years in the Marine Corps.
TTiimmee  eemmppllooyyeedd  aatt  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: June 2004 to present.

SOLUTIONS

Fund drive helps NMCRS give back to service members

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

A volunteer is interviewed before being able to help the Navy Marine Corps Relief
Society. The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society kicked off their annual fund drive
March 31 to run until May 2. During the month-long drive, NMCRS will be working
alongside active duty Marines and sailors to encourage Combat Center personnel
to donate money to the program.
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Marriage - Before or After Deployment
FFRROOMM
LLIIFFEELLIINNEESS..UUSSMMCC..MMIILL

Deciding to get married is one of
the most important decisions a
couple will make together. If one
or both of you are facing deploy-
ment, you may feel pressure to
get married right away, before
you are separated. It is never a
good idea to rush into a mar-
riage. If your relationship is
strong, it will survive a deploy-
ment. If your relationship isn’t
healthy and happy to begin with,
getting married won’t make it
better; it will only make matters
more complicated.

Before making the decision to
get married, take an honest look
at yourselves alone and as a cou-
ple and talk together about how
you see your future. You may
want to meet with a chaplain or
respected adviser to discuss your
thoughts and your plans.

RReeaassoonnss  yyoouu  mmaayy  ccoonnssiiddeerr

bbeeffoorree  ggeettttiinngg  mmaarrrriieedd

There are many reasons a
couple may want to get married.
The trick is to recognize which
ones are the right reasons, and
which ones are not reason

enough to make a lifelong com-
mitment. Marriage may be right
for you if

• You can imagine yourself
together far into the future.

• You share the same basic val-
ues.

• You both feel the same way
about having children and agree
on how to raise them.

• You feel your partner brings
out the best in you, and your part-
ner feels you bring out the best in
him or her.

• You respect and appreciate
your partner.

• You communicate well with
one another.

YYoouu  sshhoouulldd  tthhiinnkk  ttwwiiccee

aabboouutt  ccoommmmiittttiinngg  yyoouurrsseellff ttoo

aannootthheerr  ppeerrssoonn  iiff::

• You are afraid your relation-
ship won’t endure deployment. If
it won’t endure separation, it
probably won’t last a lifetime.

• You want your significant
other to be eligible for military
benefits; health care, housing,
commissary and exchange - by
itself it is not reason enough to
enter into a legally binding con-
tract of marriage.

• You think marriage will

“change” the other person.
Marriage won’t change any-
thing. It may make matters
worse by raising expectations
for each of you.

Marriage is a commitment
that should not be rushed into.
It’s always best to hold off
until you or your partner
returns from a deployment.
Then, take an honest look at
yourself, your relationship, and
what each of you expects from
a marriage before deciding
whether to get married. Talk
with your chaplain or other
trusted adviser. If available,
attend premarital classes
through your community serv-
ices center. If you go into mar-
riage prepared for the future,
you are likely to enjoy a strong
and healthy relationship that
will last a lifetime.

This article was written with
the help of Mary Craig, Marine
Corps Family Team Building
Program Section Head; Air
Force Chaplain Robert Roffman,
Lackland AFB, Permanent Party
Branch; and Navy Chaplain
Winston Shearin, Head, Plans,
Logistics and Facilities Branch.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Marriage before or after deployment, can create big challenges.
Some may want to think twice before committing.


