
Observation P
April 16, 2008       Serving  The  Twentynine  Palms  Community  Since  1957       Vol. 51 Issue 16

MM  aa  rr  ii   nn  ee    CC  oo  rr  pp  ss    AA  ii   rr    GG  rr  oo  uu  nn  dd    CC  oo  mm  bb  aa  tt    CC  ee  nn  tt  ee  rr

www.29palms.usmc.mil            www.OP29online.com

ost

TThhiiss  DDaayy  iinn  MMaarriinnee
CCoorrppss  HHiissttoorryy

--AApprriill  1155,, 11996622--

First Marine unit,
HMM-362, arrives in

Mekong Delta of
South Vietnam during

Operation Shufly.

Viruses threaten Combat
Center Canines

55

MAG-46 storms through
Combat Center

77

Basketball wraps up
playoffs

8-98-9

A toast to camaraderie
and esprit de corps

1010

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Sgt. Justin R. Genovese, convoy commander with Headquarters
and Services Company, 3rd LAR, and his wife, Kara, exchange
smiles as their daughters, Tatum and Biance enjoy some of the
candy their father brought home for them.

EARTH DAY
TURNS 38
PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

April 22 will mark the 38th anniversary of Earth Day,
the result of then U.S. Senator to Wisconsin Gaylord
Nelson’s 1970 proposal to force the issue of environ-
mental awareness into the national spotlight.

At the time the environment was not considered to
be a high priority issue and Americans accepted a grad-
ual diminishment in the quality of the natural environ-
ment. When millions of Americans took to the streets
April 22, 1970, and demanded adequate protection for
the environment, the Nixon administration was quick
to act.

The result was federal legislation recognizing Earth
Day, now officially celebrated every April 22, as well as
the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency
and the Clean Air Act.

Since Earth Day’s conception, 37 years ago, environ-
mental issues have been given substantially more recog-
nition by post-Nixon administrations and Americans
have seen bans of cancer-causing pesticides, ever
increasing air quality standards, cleanup projects of
lakes and rivers, as well as bans on ocean dumping
sewage sludge and industrial waste.

“Each Earth Day event has a theme and our local
Earth Day event in Yucca Valley is going to promote
recycling, composting and land reuse,” said James
Lessard, the director of Natural Resources and
Environmental Affairs office, “The global Earth Day
event for 2008 will focus on climate changes and glob-
al warming,”

The mission of NREA
is to support the Combat
Center in meeting its’
legal and regulatory envi-
ronmental requirements
and to ensure that training
missions can effectively
continue on MCAGCC
lands.

This Earth Day the

See EARTH, A11
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Last week families and friends
showed their determination to
welcome home the Marines and
sailors from the 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion by braving exhaustingly
long hours of chilly temperatures
and gusty winds at Victory Field.

3rd LAR, also known as
“Wolfpack,” has been deployed to
Iraq since mid-September 2007
and was sent to conduct security

operations for local cities and
work on public relations with
Iraqi leaders. In addition to pro-
viding security and working on
public relations, 3rd LAR helped
train Iraqi soldiers and police.

However, only a few of the
conservations that have taken
place on Victory Field during the
last few nights have been about
the mission. Instead most conver-
sations were about the weight lift-
ed off the backs of proud friends

3rd LAR returns from
Iraq deployment

See 3RD LAR, A7
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David Nomura, work leader at the base recycling center, sorts
through recycled materials.



AA22 AAPPRRIILL 1166,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

SUPER VILLIANS

Everything advertised in this publication
shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation, or any
other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user
or patron. Editorial content is prepared by
the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos,
unless otherwise indicated are Official USMC
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Public Affairs Office, located in building
1417, during normal working hours at (760)
830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60-percent
recycled paper.
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DRIVER, WEAPONS COMPANY, 3/7

“Going
back

to work.”

PFC. CHRISTOPHER LOZANO LANCE CPL. CESAR ALVARADO

MIRANDA

ADMIN. CLERK, ALPHA COMPANY, HQBN

“Thinking about
all the stuff I

have to do that
week.”

CREW CHIEF, DELTA COMPANY,
3RD AAV

“That my
weekend

is over.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  wwoorrsstt  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  MMoonnddaayy??

CPL. ARTURO BENITEZ

The Observation Post is published by Hi-
Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the
United States Marine Corps, under exclusive
written contract with the Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publica-
tion for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not nec-
essarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the
United States Government, the DoD, or the
United States Marine Corps. The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including inserts
and supplements, does not constitute endorse-
ment by the Department of Defense or Hi-
Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

ACROSS
3. Wolverine’s nemesis from the same

lab
6. The X-Men’s main enemy
8. Has eight limbs
9. The villian who fights with his 

mind, not superpowers
11. Gets his powers from a black suit 

from space
13. Sent by the devil to kill a stray warrior
14. Enemy of the Fantastic Four
15. His line in the X-Men movie is 

famous from a Youtube video

DOWN
1. The one who killed Superman
2. Played by Jim Carrey in one of the 

Batman films
4. Danny DeVito’s film introduction 

to the comic book scene
5. The governator’s only role as a 

super villian
7. Spiderman’s original foe
10. Batman’s greatest enemy
12. She could change her form to look

like any person

Safety Corner
Everything you ever needed to
know to have a motorcycle on base
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

As the temperature rises, the streets of
the Combat Center and surrounding
community have become flooded with
motorcycles.

Marines, sailors, dependents, and civil-
ian employees wishing to own and ride a
motorcycle aboard the base must go
through multiple steps to ensure they are
riding legally and safely.

Bob Piirainen, Traffic Safety Program
Manager and motorcycle rider coach, is
the first person Marines should see before
purchasing or bringing a motorcycle
aboard the base to enroll into either the
beginners or experienced riders’ course.

The beginners and experienced riders
courses are authorized Motorcycle Safety
Foundation courses every Marine must
complete if they wish to ride a motorcy-
cle on base.

The beginners’ course includes five
hours of classroom instruction and more
than 17 hours of actual riding.

The course offers a handful of small
motorcycles to practice on that are easy to
handle and get used to and do not require
a permit from the base or state of
California.

“This course helps a lot of people who
come into my office and want to ride but
don’t know what they are doing,” said
Piirainen. “They can use one of the practice
bike. That way when they suddenly realize
that motorcycle riding isn’t for them, they
didn’t waste all their money on a new bike.”

After completing the course, Marines
are able to take their certificate to the
Department of Motor Vehicles in order
to skip the written portion of the test
administered by the DMV.

The experienced riders’ course is for
Marines who own motorcycles and have
had practice riding it. This course holds
more classes with more riders than the
beginners course.

After completing either course, the par-
ticipant will receive their MSF card which
will allow them to register the motorcycle
on base, assist getting an endorsement
from the DMV to ride a motorcycle legal-
ly in California, and can also lower insur-
ance rates by, 10 to 15 percent.

All riders must complete the MSF

course by order of the Marine Corps
base, said Piirainen.

To become registered to ride aboard
the Combat Center, Marines must pres-
ent PMO with an endorsement or per-
mit from the DMV, their MSF card, and
a letter from their command giving the
green light.

Motorcycle personal protective equip-
ment is mandatory for everybody operat-
ing or riding as a passenger on any mili-
tary installation and every military mem-
ber riding on a motorcycle off any mili-
tary installation.

Everyone must have a protective hel-
met that fastens under the chin which
meets the standards of Snell Memorial
Foundation, the American National
Standards Institute, or the Department of
Transportation.

Motorcycle riders must wear impact or
shatter resistant goggles or a full-face
shield attached to the helmet. A brightly
colored long sleeved shirt during the day,
or a reflective garment at night.

A reflective vest is authorized to be
worn by Marines in uniform, but should
be removed as soon as the military mem-
ber gets off the motorcycle.

Riders must wear hard-soled shoes
with heels, long pants and full-fingered
gloves or mittens as well.

Many units aboard the base offer
motorcycle clubs or rider groups to help
bring camaraderie and safety among riders.

One of the largest groups aboard the
base is the Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Program run by Sgt. Jody Bridges,
Headquarters Battalion S-3 assistant
operations chief.

“MSAP is great because it gives riders
a network of friends and events for them
to participate in,” said Bridges. “It gives
them something to do and someone to
ride with.”

The program offers safety classes and
MSF trained coaches, which gives the
group the ability to train and teach with-
out safety instructors.

MSAP has also brought famous stunt
riders such as Jason Britton and Eric “E-
Dub” Whitcomb to ride through Joshua
Tree National Park.

For more information about motor-
cycle riding, contact Piirainen at 830-
6154. For more information about
MSAP, contact Bridges at 830-3000.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Taking advantage of the straight road, Eric “E-Dub” Whitcomb, motorcycle
stunt rider, takes the lead during the Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Program ride through Joshua Tree National Park Jan. 26.

[Solutions on A6]
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Looking for a quick weekend get-
away, but don’t want to take out a
loan for soaring gas prices?

Located only minutes away are
many campgrounds at Joshua Tree
National Park, where one can
escape civilization, and experience
soul-refreshing silence. April and
May are wonderful months for
camping at the park, where temper-
atures at three and four-thousand
feet are in the high 70s to low 80s.

JTNP offers many things to
many people. For photobugs, the
park offers flora, fauna and geo-
metric compositions to keep you
busy for weeks. Those interested
in star gazing will find themselves
transported back in time, to a
time before the urban streetlights
crowded out the vast Milky Way.

For hikers, the park has a hun-
dred or more trails ranging from

short, quarter-mile nature trails to
multi-mile trails over rigorous ter-
rain. The trails at Hidden Valley,
only 25 minutes from base, offer
a natural museum of lush and
diverse cactus and desert plants.
Birds and many mammals are
attracted to this natural water
basin, the steep walls of which
protect the plants from the drying
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MMOONN..,,  44//2211
8800’’ss  AAllll--SSttaarrss
Time: 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.
Where: Spa Resort Casino’s
Cascade Lounge
401 E. Amado Rd.
Palm Springs
For more info call 
(888)999-1995

 (760) 365-3315
 (760) 367-3577

 Your Community Newspapers 
 Working to Serve You Better!

 Why Subscribe to The Desert Trail
 or Hi-Desert Star?

 Annual Subscription to the Trail = $22.00
 Annual Subscription to the Star = $33.00

 The look on your child’s face when he sees his photo in the paper =
 Priceless!

 LOCAL NEWS - LOCAL SPORTS - LOCALS OPINIONS
 SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 365-9633
 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 Faces Day Spa
 A Holistic Heath Spa

 ~ 361-7546 ~            www.Faces-Day-Spa.com
 73554  29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA

 Faces Day Spa invites you to come in for an experience 
 as natural as you are. Spring into health 

 and healthy good looks with our spa services and classes.

 B EYOND  E XPECTATION .  C OME   FOR   LIFE …S TAY   FOR   AWHILE .

 �
 We provide a wide range of services, from massages and facials to 

 manicures and pedicures, waxing, individual holistic nutrition, 
 quantum energentics & REIKI for the Body, Spirit and Soul. 

TTUUEESS..,,  44//2222
CChhrriiss  WWaalltteerrss  oonn  gguuiittaarr
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: 29 Palms Inn
73950 Inn Ave
Twentynine Palms
For more 
info call 
367-3505

WWEEDD..,,  44//1166

OOppeenn  MMiicc  KKaarraaookkee  NNiigghhtt
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison Street
Coachella 
For more 
info call 
(800)585-3737

FFRRII..,,  44//1188  &&  SSAATT..,,  44//1199

PPhhoottooggrraapphhiinngg  JJoosshhuuaa  TTrreeee
UUpp  CClloossee  aanndd  PPeerrssoonnaall  CCllaassss
Time: Fri., 7-9 p.m. and Sat.,
9:45 a.m.-6 p.m.
Where: Copper Mountain
College
6162 Rotary Way
Joshua Tree 
For more 
info call 
367-5535

SSUUNN..,,  44//2200

1100tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  OOppeerraa  iinn  tthhee
PPaarrkk
Time: 12:30-4:30 p.m.
Where: Sunrise Park 
401 S. Sunrise
Palm Springs
For more 
info call 
325-6107

SSAATT..,,  44//1199

EEaarrtthh  DDaayy  RReessttoorraattiioonn
AAccttiivviittiieess
Time: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Where: Santa Rosa & San
Jacinto Mtns. Natl. Monument
51500 Hwy 74, Palm Desert
For more info call 862-9984

FFRRII..,,  44//1188  &&  SSAATT..,,  44//1199
JJeeffffeerrssoonn  SSttaarrsshhiipp  FFRREEEE
ccoonncceerrtt
Time: 7:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Where: The Rock Yard at
Fantasy Springs Casino
84245 Indio Springs Pkwy
Indio
For more info 342-5000

WWEEDD..,,  44//1166

BBrriiaann  GGooooddllaannddeerr  oonn
ppiiaannoo
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: 29 Palms Inn
73950 Inn Ave
Twentynine Palms
For more 
info call 
367-3505

TTHHUURRSS..,,  44//1177

HHiikkee  CCaaccttuuss  SSpprriinngg  TTrraaiill
Time: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Where: Santa Rosa and San
Jacinto Mtns. National
Monument
51500 Hwy 74
Palm Desert
For more 
info call 
862-9984

Family camping adventures
at Joshua Tree National Park: 
It’s Not Just for Climbers

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Yuccas are amongst the Spring flowers continuing to bloom at Indian Cove campground.See CAMPING, A12
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HOT TOPICS
NNAAVVAALL  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL

RRIIDDGGEE  RRUUNN
The annual Ridge Run spon-
sored by Naval Hospital
MWR will be held Friday.
The race course will be the
same as last year at Range
100. The start and finish line
will be behind the Naval
Hospital. Race 1 will consist
of a 5K run through the trails
above the hospital. Race 2
will be a strenuous 8K run.
The race will begin at 7 a.m.
Race day registration will
begin at 6 a.m. The cost is $5
for squad runners (5 or more
per squad). All runners will
receive a commemorative
engraved dog tag. For more
information please contact
Dan Barber at 830-2362.

CCLLIINNIICCSS  CCLLOOSSEEDD
FFOORR  RRIIDDGGEE  RRUUNN

Due to the Ridge Run event,
the clinics at the hospital will
open for appointments start-
ing at 9 a.m. The Emergency
Medicine Dept. at the hos-
pital is always open for
emergencies. We apologize
for any inconvenience this
may cause.

KKIIDDSS  PPFFTT:: PPLLAAYY
AANNDD  FFUUNN  TTIIMMEE

Are you a Marine or sailor
that can kick a soccer ball,
play chase (tag), or throw a
football with children of
those forward deployed?  If
so, we need you on Sunday
at 2 p.m. at the East Gym
Basketball Court. For more
information please e-mail
kidspftpalms@live.com.

AASSYYMMCCAA  
SSPPAAGGHHEETTTTII  

DDIINNNNEERR  AANNDD
SSIILLEENNTT  AAUUCCTTIIOONN

There will be an Armed
Services YMCA Spaghetti
Dinner and Silent Auction
May 16 from 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. at the Combat Center’s
Community Center, Cotton-
wood Rd. Dinner ticket
prices are $6 for adults and $4
for children 4 to 12 years old.
Children under 3 years old
are free. If you would like to
donate to the Silent Auction,
buy a ticket for dinner, or
have questions, please call
830-7481 or visit building 193
on base. All proceeds will
benefit the ASYMCA Kid’s
Care Club. KCC is a pro-
gram to help children learn
the importance of helping in
the community.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

More than 280 new and improved
housing units being built by
Lincoln Miltary Housing for
Combat Center noncommis-
sioned officers and junior enlisted
service members could be avail-
able as early as spring 2010.

The units are slated to begin
being built in the first months
of 2009, where the current
Marine Palms staff noncom-
missioned officers housing is
currently located.

“These new family housing
units will benefit Marines across
the board and may certainly
impact Marines considering
reenlistment,” explained Ray
Zapata, base housing officer.
“The number one question is

‘What do we have to offer new
families?’ and these units will
provide an answer.”

The buildings will be duplexes
equipped with at least three bed-
rooms, a two-car garage and a
driveway making each home more
than 1,700 square feet in gross
size, something unprecedented
aboard the Combat Center and
most other military bases.

“Pretty much all the homes in
military housing now are
cramped,” said Zapata, a
Rockford, Ill., native. “These new
houses are going to have actual
laundry rooms, walk-in closets
and even ice makers.”

The homes will also be
equipped with environment
friendly and energy efficient
home appliances such as refriger-
ators, stoves, microwaves and

dish washers. They will also pro-
vide tankless water heaters the
size of a suitcase that hangs on a
wall and heats water on demand.

“These new water heaters will
be very effective,” added Zapata.
“The normal 40-gallon water
heaters not only waste fuel, they
also don’t provide enough hot
water for families the majority of
the time.”

With the new water heaters,
families will be able to do their
laundry, wash dishes, and take
showers simultaneously without
having to worry about the water
getting cold, he continued.

The housing office is taking a
new approach to building the
average military house, said
Charles McDowell, regional
property manager, Lincoln
Military Housing.

The homes are not the only
thing that are being upgraded and
improved.

The new neighborhood will be
equipped with a small park, jog-
ging trails, an extensive youth
sports complex, including little
league soccer and baseball fields,
and a dog park.

“We’re learning as we go,” said
McDowell, a Hereford, Texas,
native. “We take everything resi-
dents like and dislike about hous-
ing and try to meet their wants
and needs.”

McDowell also said these
new additions to housing will
bring about a greater sense of
family and bring neighbors clos-
er together.

For more information you
can the base housing office at
368-4500.

Spacious new, improved housing for E-1 to E-4

Marine still trooping after severe wounding
PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines know that after being
severely wounded in combat it is
going to be difficult to be able to
stay in the Corps if they are not
combat capable.

Gunnery Sgt. Berle Sigman,
fielding officer, Marine Corps
Systems Command, Quantico, Va.,
defied that common conviction.
The 32-year-old Marine from
Stafford, Va., still walks and trains
fellow leathernecks today, even
after having suffered a severed leg

during combat operations in Iraq.
In September 2004, Sigman,

then platoon sergeant with 5th
Platoon, Company W, 2nd
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment,
was deployed to Ramadi, Iraq,
where his platoon was acting as a
Quick Response Force.

Roughly one month into the
deployment, Sigman and his pla-
toon were providing security for
an Explosives Ordinance
Disposal team while they dis-
posed of improvised explosive
devices they found on one of
Ramadi’s urban streets.

What happened during that
routine mission changed his
life forever.

“I was walking around the
front of the vehicle some of my
Marines and our corpsman were
in,” said Sigman. “I turned
around and about 200 meters
down the road an insurgent
popped out from around a corner
with a Rocket Propelled Grenade
and fired it at the vehicle.”

The RPG barely missed the
vehicle, but directly hit Sigman’s
right leg.

“As soon as I was hit I started

looking for my rifle to send rounds
back down range,” continued
Sigman. “That’s when the corps-
man pulled me toward the vehicle
and slapped a tunicate on me.”

Sigman was then medically
evacuated and taken to Camp
Taqaddum, Iraq, where his leg
was amputated just above the
knee.

Five days later he was flown to
the National Naval Medical
Center in Bethesda, Md.

Sigman spent roughly a month
and a half going through more
surgeries to remove shrapnel
from his leg.

While in Bethesda, Gen.
Michael Hagee, 33rd
Commandant of the Marine
Corps, visited Sigman and
other Marines frequently.

“He asked me if there was
anything he could do for me,”
said Sigman. “I told him that I’d
like to stay in the Marine Corps.”

After spending time in
Bethesda, Sigman was transferred
to Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, D.C.,
where he underwent physical
therapy and prosthetic work.

He spent about five months in
Walter Reed, learning how to walk
again and eventually volunteered
to work on the Quadrennial
Defense Review, a report designed
to help shape the process of
change to provide the United
States with strong, sound andPPHHOOTTOO  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  CCUUTTLLIINNEE  BBYY:: BBIILLLL  JJOOHHNNSSOONN  MMIILLEESS

Gunnery Sgt. Jack Sigman ties the boot laces on his prosthetic leg at his desk at Marine Corps Systems
Command. Sigman lost his leg while serving in Iraq but was allowed to reenlist in October 2007. See TROOPING, A16
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Buying a new puppy can bring
excitement and happiness
throughout a household. Owners
sometimes want to show off how
cute their new puppy is and set up
play dates with other dogs.

According to Army Capt.
Cyndie Facciolla, Combat Center’s
veterinarian, new puppies that
have not had their full vaccina-
tions and are introduced to other
dogs and even certain environ-
ments are highly susceptible to the
Canine Parvovirus and Distemper
Virus.

Many dogs have already died
aboard the Combat Center due to
these two deadly viruses.

The Canine Parvovirus, or
Parvo, runs rampant in many
crowded animal shelters, pet
stores and parks where people
bring their dogs.

“When dogs are infected with
Parvo, they often don’t show clin-
ical signs for five to 10 days after
infection,” said Facciolla. “This
means infected dogs can shed the
virus and infect other dogs before
they appear sick.”

Dogs can become infected by
Parvo by simply ingesting a
microscopic amount of fecal
matter. Parvo is resistant to the
effects of heat, detergents, alco-
hol and most disinfectants.
Given the right conditions Parvo
can live up to a few years in soil.
Many dogs contract the virus
after visiting dog parks, a breed-
ing ground for the Parvo virus,
due to the amount of dogs, young
or old, that visit the park.

“Direct contact between dogs
is not required to spread the
virus,” said Facciola. “Some dogs
will shed the virus for many
months after they have recovered
from the disease.”

The symptoms of the Parvo
virus is vomiting, diarrhea, fever,
abdominal pain, lethargy and
depression.

There is a 30 percent mortality
rate for dogs that contract the
virus. Although vaccination will
not cure a dog who has contract-
ed the virus, vaccination will drop
the risk factor of contracting the
disease to nearly zero percent.

The other disease being found
among many dogs around the
Combat Center is the Distemper
virus.

Distemper can also infect
other animals such as ferrets,
skunks, raccoons and foxes.

“It is a contagious, incurable,
often fatal, multi-systemic viral
disease that affects the repiratory,
gastrointestinal and central nerv-
ous systems,” said Facciolla. “The
symptoms are exactly like rabies,
they have neurological signs along
with twitching and salivating.”

Distemper is not able to live in
the environment, but can be
spread through dog-to-dog con-
tact, and a few feet airborne
through coughing or sneezing.

Like Parvo, distemper is most
common in puppies, but the mor-
tality rate is well over 50 percent.

Although humans can’t catch
these viruses, humans can carry
the virus on their clothes or shoes

which can infect their dogs
The best way to prevent both

Parvo and distemper is vaccina-
tions, but before a puppy can
have all their vaccination, owners
are encouraged to isolate their
puppy until fully vaccinated.

If an owner must take a puppy
outside of their house or yard,
they are encouraged to carry their
puppy and wash their hands
before and after handling him.

To disinfect dirty or potentially
contaminated areas, use one part
bleach, 30 part water solution to
wash decks and cement flooring
before an unvaccinated dog has
access to the area.

For more information
regarding the veterinary clinic or
the Parvo and Distemper virus-
es, please contact Facciolla at
830-6896.

Although the veterinary clinic’s
main mission is to ensure the
Military Working Dogs are healty
and ready for duty, the clinic
opens it’s office when it can to
provide assistance to family pets.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA55 AAPPRRIILL 1166,,  22000088

Preventing viruses from infecting Combat Center dogs

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Army Capt. Cyndie Facciolla, Combat Center’s veterinarian, inspects the ears of Ringo, a retired mil-
itary working dog, to ensure he is healthy at the Combat Center’s veterinarian clinic April 11. The
clinic’s primary focus is to ensure military working dogs are healthy and ready for duty. The clinic
opens to treat and care for family pets when their schedule permits.
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www.ChangingPrisonHealthCare.org

five

reasons 
you belong

in prison.

1. Starting salary of $248,172 for a time-limited board certified
physician 

2. Higher take home pay – no Federal Social Security 

3. You’ll create the new standard for correctional health care

4. Legendary California State Employee benefits & retirement 

5. Join an historic effort to make a difference in people’s lives

This is a noble cause, epic in scope. You’ll make sacrifices, 
but compensation isn’t one of them. Contact us at
MedCareers@cdcr.ca.gov or 1-877-793-HIRE (4473). Learn
more at www.ChangingPrisonHealthCare.org. EOE.

ASYMCA back on feet, in new buildings
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

In August 2007, a severe rain
storm damaged the previous
Armed Services YMCA building
rendering it unsafe for occupancy.

The Combat Center’s ASYM-
CA moved into Buildings 192 and
193 with the help of several
Combat Center Marines April 4.

“The Marines accomplished
the move in one week so that the
ASYMCA was available to those

we serve without any major inter-
ruption,” said Anita Neu-Fultz,
executive director, ASYMCA.

We are proud to have all of our
programs in one location, she
continued.

“We do so much here at the
ASYMCA,” said Sony Avalos,
business manager, ASYMCA.
“Having all of our operations
located in the same place gives us
an opportunity to interact with
the other volunteers.”

The Combat Center’s ASYM-

CA has been in operation as a
satellite of Camp Pendleton since
1992 and became an independent
branch in 2002.

The ASYMCA’s mission is to
serve military service members
and their families while mainly
focusing on junior enlisted serv-
ice members. The ASYMCA
offers several services to Marines,
sailors and their families aboard
the Combat Center including the

See BUILDINGS, A13

PPFFCC.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Monique Tijerina, teacher, Armed Services YMCA, instructs her
students April 9. The ASYMCA recently reopened in the Combat
Center’s Building 192 after a rain storm damaged their previous
building in August 2007. The ASYMCA offers several different
programs that support Marines, sailors and their families aboard
the Combat Center.

S
O

LU
T

IO
N

S



and loving parents.
“The families are ready for

them to come home,” said Staff
Sgt. Jason A. Williams, the family
readiness officer for 3rd LAR.

Friends and family battled high
winds and cool night tempera-
tures all week, but neither seemed
to dampen the spirits of those
attending the Wolf Pack’s return.

“I’m elated. I am glad to have
him home, and I am very proud
of all of them,” said Mary
Stamets, mother of Lance Cpl.
Sam Stamets.

While waiting for buses to
arrive, girlfriends worked on wel-
come home posters while parents
shared a sigh of relief that 3rd

LAR was home.
“Watching the T.V. and all the

action in Iraq, and knowing that
he was there was scary because
we never knew exactly where he
was at any time,” said Greg Sloan,
father of Cpl. Matthew Sloan.

“It wasn’t so bad until last
month because that was when the
anxiety hit,” said Pat Clay, mother
of Lance Cpl. James Clay. “You
just can’t pick up the phone and
call when you want to and that is
just the worst.”

Each time the motorcades
arrived and each time the bus
doors opened, Victory Field
exploded into a scene of pure
excitement. Mothers and wives
cried, girlfriends screamed,
fathers snapped photos, and sons

and daughters laughed with
smiles stretched from cheek to
cheek.

On the evening of April 9, as
cameras flashed and couples
hugged, Sgt. Leslie Sheridan,
Charlie Company, stood with his
wife, Destiny, and stared down at
the small bundle in his arms.
Onlookers couldn’t help but
point and smile, as they passed
Sheridan, who was meeting his
son for the first time.

For Lynne Boles, Wednesday
night did not mark the first time
she met her son Lance Cpl.
Daniel Reese. However, the smile
on her face was reminiscent of
Sgt. Sheridan’s.

“He’s gone from my little boy
to my man,” said. Boles.
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 73501-29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA
 at Tamarisk

 SUMMER INVENTORY 
 HAS ARRIVED

 ALL  50%-70%   OFF RETAIL
 NEW HANDBAGS

 DECORATED SHIRTS SM TO 3X
 FITZ & FLOYD CHINA GIFTS

 760-367-3600

 APRIL 17 - 18 -19
 THURS - FRI - SAT • 10:00 - 6:00

 Joyce Austin 
 Ladies Clothing Warehouse Sale

760-430-7511 x1075
www.pmcu.com

• No Points!

• No Origination Fee!

• 15, 20, 30 & 40 Year 
Terms Available

30-Year
Fixed Rate Mortgage

5.625%APR*

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate subject to change without notice. Rates and terms based on approved credit. 5.625% APR available on loans up to 
$417,000. Owner occupied, California properties only. Sample monthly payment for principal and interest based on a $350,000.00 balance with a 30 year fi xed 
rate and 0 points @ 5.625% APR would be $2,014.80. Additional restrictions may apply. Competitive rates are also available for loans greater than $417,000.

Anyone Living in San Bernardino, 
Riverside, & San Diego County Can Join.

Call today to speak to one of our 
knowledgeable Loan Representatives. 
There’s no fast-talk. Just helpful answers 
and friendly service.

Buy or Refinance Your Home with Pacific Marine Credit Union.

Low Fixed Rates!

Federally Insured by NCUA

3RD LAR, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Sgt. Lisle Farnum embraces his wife Carol as she holds their son
Oliver. This was the first time Farnum and Oliver met face to face.

MAG-46 stretches its wings during helo assault exercise
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marine Aircraft Group 46 used
multiple training areas aboard
the Combat Center as their train-
ing grounds for a live-fire, simu-
lated helicopter assault exercise
April 5.

MAG-46 is made up of
Marines and sailors from Marine
Light Attack Helicopter
Squadron 775 from Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif., and Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron 764 and

Marine Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 769 from Edwards Air
Force Base, Calif.

The exercise provided
Marines an opportunity to
familiarize themselves with
moving infantry units into hos-
tile territory while engaging sim-
ulated threats from the ground
using various types of transport
and escort helicopters.

The AH1W Cobra attack heli-
copters and UH1N Huey’s were
escort aircraft while the CH-46
Sea-Knight’s replicated picking
up and dropping off ground
troops while under mock fire.

The CH-53E Super Stallion
used their advanced fire power to
engage simulated threats from the
ground to give ground units a
helping hand.

“It’s an opportunity for our
squad to practice,” said Lt. Col.
Steve Godinho, executive officer
of HMLA-775. “We get to prac-
tice planning the mission, and
then the exciting part of execut-
ing the plan.”

Godinho, a Pittsfield, Mass.,
native, continued to say how the
training integratesall the assets
inside MAG-46, which makes the
groups successful during the con-

stant missions and deployments.
“We need to do this type of

training,” said Col. Gregory Ryan,
MAG-46 commander. “This is
exactly the type of missions we
would be conducting while
deployed.”

MAG-46 will be used to insert
and remove infantry troops while
providing air support, along with
delivering gear, ammunition and
other needed items to fighting
service members while deployed.

Due to their close proximity to
the Combat Center, MAG-46 is
also used to support Mojave
Viper, a month-long pre-deploy-

ment training exercise.
Their usual exercises gives for-

ward air controllers going
through Mojave Viper a chance
to practice working with real air-
craft carrying live ordnances to
prepare them for the real thing
when deployed to Iraq or
Afghanistan.

The helicopter assault train-
ing gives Marines and sailors of
MAG-46 and other infantry
units going through their pre-
deployment training a chance
to work with real aircraft to
better prepare themselves for
their deployment.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Two CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters from Marine Aircraft Group 46 fly low before landing during a sim-
ulated helicopter assault training exercise aboard the Combat Center’s training areas April 5. The
Sea Knights were transporting mock troops into hostile situations, similar to the missions they would
have to complete while deployed.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

A Marine sticks his head out the window of a CH-46 Sea Knight
from Marine Aircraft Group 46 as it lands to pick up mock troops
during a simulated ground attack the Combat Center’s training
areas April 5. The Sea Knights conduct similar missions while
deployed. Due to their close proximity to the Combat Center,
MAG-46 is also used to support Mojave Viper, a month-long pre-
deployment training exercise.
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points on the board and
win games.

One major factor in
MCCES SNCO’s title run
was the accuracy of the
team’s shooting. The shoot-
ing skills of players like
forward Jerome McCray

and  guard Michael Gray
enabled the team to con-
stantly build unsurpassable
leads that applied heavy
pressure on opponents and
forced those opponents to
rush shots and constantly
fight the clock.

The MCCES SNCO’s
opened the playoffs with a
comfortable 69-57 win
over Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374, who were
the number seven seed.

In the second round the
team took on the number
three seed IPAC and was
forced into triple overtime
before overcoming their
opponents 78-77.

In the third round the
team took on the number
one seed, Ole School Plus,
a team that finished the
regular season undefeated
that many believed would
claim the championship.

However, OSP suffered a
defensive breakdown and
the MCCES SNCO’s team
seized the opportunity. In the

game that many fans consid-
ered the unofficial title game,
the MCCES SNCO’s inten-
sity and level of play was too
much for OSP and the game
ended in favor of the
MCCES SNCO’s

“They were the better
team. They hustled and
they hurt us on both ends,”
said forward Exton Hurt,
an OSP forward, and logis-
tics trainer at Mojave Viper
support division.

In the title game of
Commanding General’s
Intramural Basketball League
the MCCES SNCO’s faced
IPAC, the team that had
previously forced them into
triple overtime and that was
looking to settle the score.

However, by 7:30 p.m.

on Thursday, when the title
game tipped off, the
MCCES SNCO’s transition
to the league’s number one
team was complete. Their
precise shooting, tight
defensive game, quick pass-
ing and high level of enthu-
siasm made winning the

General’s trophy look easy.
For the MCCES SNCO’s it
was the perfect ending to a
season that almost ended
with a perfect record.

For more information
about Combat Center
sports, contact Skip Best at
830-4092.

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

On the night of April 7 when
the men’s basketball teams
from Memphis University
and the University of Kansas
were wrapping up their play-
off run to the NCAA
Basketball Championship,
eight Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center

intramural basketball teams
were just beginning their
playoff runs and looking to
claim the Commanding
General’s cup.

On the evening of April
10 at the Combat Center’s
East Gym, the Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics
School staff noncommis-
sioned officer’s team accom-
plished that goal, claiming the

Commanding General’s
Trophy with a convincing 74-
58 win over the team from
the Installation Personnel
Administration Center.

The MCCES SNCO
team, who were the num-
ber two seed, ended the
regular season with a record
of 11-1 and went into the
playoffs feeling confident.

“We wanted to bring the

trophy back to MCCES,”
said forward Armeilius
Haynes. “From the begin-
ning of the season I think it
was penciled in that we were
going to win.”

That confidence was at
its pinnacle during the
championship game but
was present throughout the
playoffs. Fans and specta-
tors were treated to a four-

day display of the level of
individual skill aboard the
Combat Center.

The MCCES SNCO’s
passing game was quick and
accurate, their transitions

were swift, and their team
spirit and unity was
unmatched. The team was a
prime example of how
mastering and applying the
basic fundamentals will put

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Nico Matthews, a forward on the Installation Personnel
Administration Center’s intramural basketball team,
rejects a shot during last week’s 74-58 championship
loss to the MCCES SNCO’s Thursday.

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Spencer Rutledge, head of the logistics division and
Ole School Plus point guard, puts two points on the
board during OSP’s 82-76 victory over Tactical
Training and Exercise Control Group Thursday.

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Dominique Davis, small forward for the Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics School A Team, grabs a
rebound during intramural basketball playoff action
Thursday.

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Emmanuelle Williams, a point guard for Combat
Logistics Battalion 7, battles Antoine Kilgore of Tactical
Training and Exercise Control Group for a loose ball dur-
ing TTECG’s 83-78 overtime win Thursday.

PPFFCC.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Spencer Rutledge, head of the logistics division and Ole School Plus point guard drives to the basket during
Commanding General’s Intramural Basket League playoffs Thursday.

Intramural basketball league ends with Commanding General’s Trophy returning to MCCES



They can’t speak, so I will: Stop killing the animals
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

In an attempt to speak for those
who cannot, I would like to say
people are slowly sucking the life
out of every living thing on planet
Earth. Trash can be found along
almost every major road, and
according to an article written by
Elizabeth Landau, Associated
Producer for CNN, black carbon, a
principle component of soot,
could have as much as 60 percent
of the global warming effect as car-
bon dioxide. So every time some-
one drives a car, truck or bus with a
diesel  engine, they are emitting
black carbon into the atmosphere.

Now the medication we take

daily is seeping into our drink-
ing water. Not to point out the
obvious, but every living thing
needs clean water.

We often swallow pills without
thinking of the consequences.
When we go to the bathroom,
our bodies get rid of the remain-
ing medication, which is filtered
and returned to lakes, ponds and
even the ocean.

In an article written by the
Associated Press, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency
states there are no sewage treat-
ment systems specifically engi-
neered to remove pharmaceuticals.

“People think that if they take
a medication, their body absorbs
it and it disappears, but of course
that’s not the case,” said EPA sci-

entist Christian Daughton in the
AP article.

Even though we treat the
waste water to reduce and elimi-
nate contaminants, that process
does not remove all of the excess
medicines.

I understand many people have
real problems requiring medica-
tion, but I also know a few
hypochondriacs who are constant-
ly popping pills because they think
something may happen to them.

People also dump their old
medication down the toilet to
clear up clutter in their house.

These medications are affect-
ing many animal species that live
in or drink from these water
sources.

“It’s inescapable,” said Sudeep
Chandra, an assistant professor at
University of Nevada, Reno, who
studies inland waters and aquatic
life during an interview with
CNN. “There’s enough global
information now to confirm

these contaminants are affecting
organisms and wildlife.”

According to the CNN Web
site, the drugs in the water are
being blamed for severe repro-
ductive problems in fish.

Already endangered fish, such
as the razorback sucker and fat-

head minnow, are barely producing
enough sperm or eggs to repro-
duce, or fish are being born with
both male and female sex organs.

An entire bird species has
almost disappeared in Pakistan
after they fed off dead cows treat-
ed with anti-inflammatory drugs.

This problem is slowly spread-
ing. At least one pharmaceutical
has been detected in the water
supply of 24 major metropolitan
areas, according to the CNN
Web site. California was home to
seven contaminated cities, where
Washington, D.C., and Northern
New Jersey water sources were
each found to be laced with at
least six different types of drugs.
Twelve states between the East
and West Coast were also con-
taminated by pharmaceuticals in
drinking water.

People don’t worry about this
because they believe the medication
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PMO holds true to ‘once a Marine, always a Marine’
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Provost
Marshal’s Office held an annual
mess night at the Officer’s Club
April 4 to celebrate camaraderie
and esprit de corps within its
ranks.

The night was made special
not only by the brotherhood
shared by the base’s military
police, but also by the guests of
honor who were invited to dine
with them.

Former Cpl. Allen Striffler, a
radio operator and World War II
veteran, once assigned to 1st
Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment,
and former Cpl. Joe Lisi, a radio
operator and retired New York
City Police Department captain
from Manhattan’s 17th Precinct,
were invited to dine with PMO by
Maj. Pietro P. Scarselli, PMO
commanding officer.

Before the mess night cere-
monies commenced, the Marines
of PMO had the opportunity to
meet the guests of honor and
swap stories of their Marine
Corps experiences.

Striffler, a veteran of cam-
paigns in the Marianas Islands,
Saipan, Tinian and Iwo Jima, and
Lisi, a Marine and police officer
turned actor, both addressed the
mess, citing how they were proud
to be Marines and honored to be

sitting with the PMO Marines
that evening.

“The words ‘semper fidelis’
mean something very special to
me,” said Striffler. “We are the
best, and you know that. It’s
because we live by those words.
Let me say from my heart – I am
proud to be your brother.

“You’re looking at a very
proud Marine,” he added.
“However, this Marine standing
before you also represents the
thousands of Marines who did
not come home with me.”

Striffler enlisted in the Marine
Corps to serve his country during
a time of war. As a veteran of
four major World War II cam-
paigns, some of his decorations
include a Bronze Star medal, a
Purple Heart medal, the Asiatic
Pacific Campaign medal and a
Presidential Unit Citation.

Although Lisi was never in
combat, he still served honorably
in the Marine Corps and went on
to become a successful NYPD
officer, he said. He retired from
the police force in 1992 at the rank
of captain, after having achieved
numerous awards for his service.
He said he credits all his success to
his time spent in the Marine Corps.

“Becoming a Marine was the
defining experience of my life,”
he said. “Any success I had as a
New York City cop, an actor, even
a father, I owe to the values and
principles I learned when I was an

18-year-old recruit training at
Parris Island [S.C.].”

As an actor, Lisi has played
many roles, two of which have
been on popular television pro-
grams. For five seasons, he
played Lt. Swersky on the TV
series “Third Watch.” He is also
well-known for his character
Dick Barone on the HBO series
“The Sopranos.”

After the speeches made by

Striffler and Lisi, each were pre-
sented a plaque from Scarselli, not
only to honor them as guests of
the mess night, but as friends and
fellow Marines.

“Not only is it an absolute
honor to be in their presence, but
to see the passion and love for the
Corps burning so strong in them
brings a whole new meaning to
‘once a Marine, always a Marine,’”
said Scarselli.

Striffler and Lisi both current-
ly serve on an advisory board for
Marine Corps Recruiting Station
New York and the Marine Corps
Public Affairs Office in New
York City.

PMO will continue to safe-
guard the Combat Center by
maintaining a diligent watch over
the base’s borders and by enforc-
ing the laws and standards of the
Marine Corps.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Marines with the Provost Marshal’s Office and the guests of honor at PMO’s mess night raise their
glasses in a toast to Marines and sailors from past and present conflicts during the mess night at the
Officer’s Club April 4.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

A sewage pump dumps waste and bile onto our planet. This waste
is laced with medications that affect the lives and lifestyle of any ani-
mal or plant living and drinking from the water source.
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WHAT’S NEXT?WHAT’S NEXT?
If your EAS is on the horizon, then now’s the time to act 
to secure your future as a member of the Army National Guard.

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

• Up to $20,000 Bonus

• Up to two-year non-deployment tour*
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• Military retirement benefits for part-time service
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Phase IV Road closures and construction

Del V
alle

KKeeyy

WWoorrkk  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  -- Demolish and rebuild Del Valle Rd. from
the Adobe Rd. intersection to an area south of Cottontail Rd.
SScchheedduulleedd  DDaatteess – April 28 to June 19

DDeettoouurr  DDeessccrriippttiioonn - Access to Marine Palms housing and
the ball fields will be via Smoketree Ave. and an access road
to Plant St. Access to the mini-mart and points South will be
by Smoketree Ave. to the access road across old Marine
Palms to Mineral St. The intersection at Agate and Del Valle
Rd. will be open for traffic to follow Agate Rd. to Calcite Rd.
with a crossing at Cottontail Rd. Traffic flow into the gas sta-
tion will be from Agate road with a circular flow around JT
Automotive. Access to Adobe Flats and the RV park will be
through Condor Gate and by a dirt access road  parallel to
Del Valle Rd. To gain access to the Temporary Lodging
Facility and all Child Development Center buildings, a one
way road will be created from Mineral St., passing behind
building 193 to Saddleback Ave., then through the TLF park-
ing lot into the CDC parking lots. The exit for the CDC and
TLF area will be onto Cottontail Rd. which can then be fol-
lowed across Del Valle Rd. to Calcite.

NREA’s mission is to educate.
“Our mission is to demon-

strate awareness, by conduct-
ing Earth Day clean up around
our buildings, and recycling
efforts available to our resi-
dents,” said Lessard. “Our staff
will teach and demonstrate to
our local communities the pos-
itive programs we have in place
at MCAGCC.”

Those programs include
the Tortoise Research and
Captive Rearing Site and
Archeology and Paleontology
Curation Center.

In addition to supporting
Earth Day efforts at MCAGCC,
NREA will also be supporting the
2008 Earth Day event in Yucca
Valley.

For more information about
the upcoming Yucca Valley event
visit http://www.hidesertnature-
museum.org/earthday.html.

The Combat Center’s Lifelong
Learning Library is also recogniz-
ing Earth Day by hosting an
informational workshop for
children and their families April
22 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in
Building 1528.

Attending the informational
program will be three speakers
from local organizations.

Valerie Ward, the director of
community relations for Burrtec
Waste and Recycling Services, will
be speaking about the importance
of recycling.

A representative from the
non-profit organization Leave
No Trace will provide atten-
dees with a short environmen-
tal awareness program centered
on camping.

The last of the three speak-
ers will be Cindy Runhouy, a
representative from Joshua
Tree National Park, who will
also be giving a short informa-
tional speech.

Once the speakers have con-
cluded there will be a short
video, a question and answer
time, as well as general activi-
ties, such as Earth Day related
word searches and coloring
pads, for the kids.

For more information
please contact Nicole Austin
the Lifelong Learning Library’s
program coordinator at 830-
6875.

For those looking to make a
long term impact on the environ-
ment, the solution is simple.
Recycle, carpool and use recycled
products whenever possible.



winds, creating a desert Eden.
The trail includes interpretative
signs identifying different plants
and is popular with drive-by
tourists who don’t have time for
more intensive sightseeing.

The park is a mecca for sport
climbers from around the world,
who dot and dangle precariously

from towering cliffs and boulders
all over the park. This activity,
however, should not be attempt-
ed without proper training and
adequate equipment.

Spring brings out the birds and
the birders. The visitor centers at
the park all have birding lists, as
well as a variety of books for pur-
chase to help identify them.

Campers will find the night-

time temperatures at this time of
year to be as close to perfect as
possible, with lows in the 50s and
60s that allow sleeping out under
the stars. Desert camping offers a
respite from the bugs and
nightlife that often plague moister
climates in the north and eastern
part of the country.

There are nine campgrounds in
the park, ranging in price from
$15 to $20 a night. Closest to the
base is Indian Cove campground,
the turnoff just west of Lear Road
on U.S. Highway 62. Reservations
are possible at the two camp-
grounds which have toilets and
water—Black Rock and Indian
Cove campgrounds; call (877)
444-6777 for more information,
or visit http://www.nps.gov/
jotr/planyourvisit/camping.htm.

The Combat Center offers
those without camping gear the
opportunity to take advantage of
the proximity of one of the most
striking national parks. Outdoor
Adventures, in building 1262
offers a wide variety of camping
gear for Marines, civilians and
families. From tents to coolers,
backpacks to portable stoves,
nominal pricing allows anyone to
get off base and experience the
wonder of desert camping.

Outdoor Adventures is open
Monday through Wednesday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thursdays and Fridays.

For more information, contact
Outdoor Adventures at 830-7235
or visit http://www.mccs29
palms.com/OdAdv.htm.
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 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 JOIN US IN JOIN US IN
 WORSHIP WORSHIP

 Basin Wide  Basin Wide 
 Opportunities for  Opportunities for 

 Praise! Praise!

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM

 (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Y ucca Valley Church of the Nazaren e
 9:45 am  Morning Worship

 8:30 am  Sunday School (All ages)
 6:00 pm  Evening Service

 56248 Buena Vista,  365-7819
 www.yvnazarene.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 11:30 am • Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
 Sunday Bible Study After Service
 We’re Here for Everyone

 Phone (760) 367-7133
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 First Southern 
 Baptist Church

 Sun. Worship  10:45am • 6:00pm
 Sun. Bible Study  9:30am

 1 st. Wed.   Potluck  6:00pm 
 Wed. Bible Study  7:00pm

 6088 Sunset Road JT  (760) 366-9211

 29 Palms Church of the Nazaren e
 WELCOMES YOU!

 72603  Juanita Drive •  367-7025
 Morning Service 10:00 am

 Children’s Church during AM Service
 Nursery provided

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship

 Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
 Visitors  Welcome

 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
 Sunday School,  Holy Eucharist 9:00 A.M.

 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.          365-7133

 Just the Best place to get Married

 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Join us for Worship & Celebration
 *New Location*

 Desert Dome
 5420 Border Ave., J.T.
 Church Service - 10:30 AM

 Childrens Church - 10:40 AM
 760-366-4840

 Unity Church of Morongo Basin

 Calvary Christian 
 Fellowship

 Ph: 760.364.1990
 E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

 Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm 
 3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

 Tye Bridges - Pastor

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en

a 
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 ★

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Wonder Valley 
 Community Church

 82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
 Office: 367-0279

 Bible studies:  9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
 Worship:  5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday

 Pastor: Rex Shaver
 Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Pastor Raymond Butcher

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15am Morning Worship 10:30am

 Evening Service 6:00pm
 Wednesday Services

 Prayer/Bible study 6:30pm
 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30pm

 **Childcare available**
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA  • 760 367-7561

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship

 Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
 Visitors  Welcome

 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 Rob D. Watkins
 Pastor

 57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

 Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
 Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
 Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 760-365-9731 760-365-9731 (Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 10
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

 Militar
y 

 Welcom
e!

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

they are ‘taking’ by drinking water
is such a small amount it has
absolutely no effect on them.

Adult humans range in their
weight, but usually average
between 125 to 180 pounds.

Notice the big difference?
Well, the animals being affected
by this, fish, bird’s, even plank-
ton, do not weight even half
that much. So these trace
amounts we consume are hav-
ing a greater impact on smaller
animals. It is like dumping a bot-
tle of anti-depressants down a
bird’s throat, or feeding fish
birth control pills daily.

Tests have been performed
to determine if drugs in the
drinking water are affecting
humans. Although the tests
have shown results, pharmaceu-
tical industries are stating
humans cannot be affected.

In an AP article, studies have
shown that consuming small
amounts of medication through-
out a long period of time has
affected human embryonic kid-
ney cells, human blood cells and
human breast cancer cells. The
cancer cells spread more rapidly;
the kidney cells grew too slowly
to maintain healthy organs and
the blood cells showed biologi-
cal activity associated with
inflammation.

How are we supposed to
stand by and watch as animals
are dying because something
we, as humans, did?  We as a
species messed up, now we have
to find a way to fix it before we
tip the balance and another type
of animal is extinct because of
what we have done.

ANIMALS, from A10



Thrift Store.
The Thrift store provides low

cost electronics, clothing, books
and house ware. Active duty
service members can also receive
free donated uniform items by
showing their military identifica-
tion at the counter.

The ASYMCA also provides
several children’s developmental
and after-school programs on
base like Tiny Tots, Kinder-
Time, Kinder-Ready and
Operation Hero.

“Before we moved into these
two buildings the children had to
go to the Ocotillo and [Marine
Corps Community Services]
Community Centers,” said Anita
Neu-Fultz,. “It’s great to finally
have everything we do located in
the same vicinity.”

The newly refurbished build-
ing is equipped with two chil-
dren’s classrooms full of bright
colors and educational toys.

“I think the ASYMCA is a
great way for parents to be
involved with their children’s
education,” said Michaela
Jaquith, wife of Cpl. Joshua
Jaquith, electronics calibrator,
Marine Corps Communication-
Electronics School.

The ASYMCA also offers the
Family Assistance program that is
designed to assist military personnel
and their families in an emergency.
As part of the Program, families
receive gift certificates from the base
exchange, commissary, local gro-
cery stores, as well as phone cards.

Families in need may also
receive free items from the Thrift
Store.

Financial support to the
ASYMCA comes solely from
grants, donations from businesses,
fraternal organizations and indi-
viduals, and fund raising events.

The next events on the
ASYMCA’s schedule are the
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent
Auction May 7, and the Soap Box
Derby June 7. Box car kits are
currently available at the ASYM-
CA. Volunteers are needed for
both events.

The ASYMCA is open
Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

For more information about
the ASYMCA or to become a vol-
unteer visit http://www.twenty
ninepalmsasymca.org or call
830-7481.
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CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy

CChhaappeell

Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of
Catholic Women (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9 a.m. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth Grp.
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult
Group age 18-35, married or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)
HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff OObblliiggaattiioonn

MMaasssseess

12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart of
Mary Chapel
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall

CChhrriissttiiaann  SSeerrvviiccee

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*

Wed. Bible Study: 7 p.m.
PPrrootteessttaanntt  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  SSeerrvviiccee

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

Sun 11 a.m. Worship

LLaayy--LLeedd  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  BBaappttiisstt

SSeerrvviiccee CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

Sun 11 a.m. Worship
LLaayy--LLeedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship
MMiiddwweeeekk  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy

CChhaappeell

Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic Mass
TTuueessddaayy

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy

CChhaappeell

5-7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(2nd Tues. of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st Tuesday
each Month
WWeeddnneessddaayy

VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr

11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in the
Prayer Room contact Chaplain
Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir Rehearsal
6 p.m. Praise & Worship Rehearsal
6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/
Fellowship
7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study
7 p.m. Praise & Worship Service.

11sstt  TThhuurrssddaayy  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh

7 p.m. Knights of Columbus
LLeeggeenndd

*Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions, call 
830-6456 or 830-6646

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time 
 Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

Marine delivers the goods
CCPPLL.. EERRIIKK  VVIILLLLAAGGRRAANN
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 5 

HIT, Iraq – Lance Cpl. Kevin M.
Natt knows a large chunk of his
battalion’s morale rests on his
shoulders, and he says he doesn’t
mind at all.

Natt, 22, a mail clerk from
Mangham, La., is responsible for
ensuring that Marines and sailors
with 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine
Regiment, Regimental Combat
Team 5, receive their mail as soon
as possible.

“I’m responsible for getting
mail from postal in al-Asad, Iraq,
to our battalion and detach-
ments,” Natt said. “I also keep the
mail secure. I make sure nothing
is lost or stolen.”

Its work that sounds easier said
than done. With multiple loads of
mail delivered during the week,
Natt must work at a feverish pace
to keep Marines happy.

“I get about four tons of mail
a week,” Natt said. “Some
Marines pitch in on a daily basis
with getting the mail into the
mail room.”

Marines from multiple com-
panies have made time to assist
Natt in his task. They have taken
time out of their off-time to
ensure all mail is ready to be
delivered as soon as possible.
Their willingness to lend a hand
has helped Natt deliver the mail
without any delays.

“Their help is appreciated,”
Natt said. “Marines know it’s not
a one-man job. They figure he’s
getting mail for everyone, so why
not help him if they can.”

Natt was trained to do the job
when he arrived to Iraq. His abil-
ity to learn the billet so quickly
hasn’t gone unnoticed.

“For one man handling a bat-
talion’s mail, he’s done an amazing
job,” said Cpl. Michael B.

Perryman, 22, administrative
clerk from Boston. “For him to
learn it now and take care of
everything is amazing.”

Natt is reminded everyday
how much mail means to
Marines. He is asked about 30
times a day about mail.

“Mail is important because
it’s a morale booster,” Perryman
said. “Packages have things
inside that are little surprises.
Marines like those little pick-me
ups; it’s motivating.”

Watching Marines become
elated about receiving mail
makes the hard labor worth it to
Natt. He says he thrives on being
depended on and won’t fail his
fellow Marines.

“Seeing how happy Marines
get when they get mail from
family and friends is the best
part of it,” Natt said. “I like
being the light of their hard
working days in Iraq.”

CCPPLL.. EERRIIKK  VVIILLLLAAGGRRAANN

Lance Cpl. Kevin M. Natt, 22, a mail clerk from Mangham, La., picks up packages aboard Camp Hit,
Iraq, April 5. Natt is in charge of getting Marines and sailors with 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment,
Regimental Combat Team 5, their mail. Although the job can be strenuous at times, Natt said mak-
ing Marines happy makes it worth it. He has to sort and deliver around four tons of mail a week.

BUILDINGS, from A6

22000088  CCWWFF  WWOOMMEENN’’SS  

CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE

Christian Women’s Fellowship
invites you to attend our 2008 con-
ference April 18-19, “Becoming a
Woman of Excellence.” Conference
will be held Friday 6-8 p.m. and
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at Christ
Chapel, building 1541. Special
speaker will be Joan Mathisrud of
Heartfelt Ministries. Call 830-6464
to register or for more info.

CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN  PPRREEPP  

Christian Prevention and
Relationship Enhancement
Program is based on widely accept-
ed Christian truth and sound
research, focusing on biblical prin-
ciples and strategies for helping
couples have strong, joyful, lasting
marriages. If you are an engaged
or married couple and would like
to know more about Christian
PREP or sign up for the April sem-
inar, please call 830-6464.

PPAASSSSOOVVEERR  SSEEDDEERR  

Temple Sinai in Palm Desert will be
hosting a Passover Seder for a lim-
ited number of Marines on April
20. Doors will open at 4:15 p.m.
and the Seder begins at 5:30 p.m.
Temple Sinai is covering the meal
and transportation. Please call 568-
9699 for more information.

NNAATTIIOONNAALL  DDAAYY  OOFF

PPRRAAYYEERR

May 1 there will be a Prayer
Luncheon in the Mesa Room at the
Officers’ Club from 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. This year the theme is:
“Prayer! America’s Strength and
Shield: ‘The Lord is my strength
and shield; my heart trusts in Him,
and I am helped.’ Psalm 28:7.”
Come hear inspiring music, testi-
monies, and be inspired to pray.
Each participant at each table will
be given time for personal and/or
corporate prayer. Family members
are welcome to this all-hands event.
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Employee Spotlight

EEmmppllooyyeeee:: Andrew Bonner 
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: Housekeeping and Operation
Management Department
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Supervisor
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Supervise a crew of 14 and
ensure that the hospital, veterinary clinic and
AMCC is sanitized and properly cleaned.
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Chicago.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Fishing.
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb:: It’s stress
free and the people are easy to work with here.
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss  ssiinnccee  aabbooaarrdd
MMCCAAGGCCCC:: Getting people to work together.
AAnnyy  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviicceess:: 21 years in the Marine
Corps.
TTiimmee  eemmppllooyyeedd  aatt  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: Since 1997.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

High school students dressed in blue
and black uniforms rolled up to the
front gate of the Combat Center in
three yellow buses, chattering loudly
and pointing to static displays and
Marines as they proceeded on base.

Students from the Summit
Leadership Academy High Desert
visited the Combat Center April 9 to
learn military-based details about one
of three prospective career paths they
chose: fire fighting, law enforcement
and military.

Each group of students took a

bus to their respective locations,
where subject matter experts briefed
them on gear, weapons and duties
required of everyone in that field.

The fire fighting group visited the
fire station, where they had the
opportunity to put out a controlled
fire with a fire hose. They were also
briefed on equipment on the fire
truck, fire fighting hazardous materi-
als and other gear.

The law enforcement group visit-
ed the Provost Marshal’s Office,
where they saw static displays of
weapons, gear and equipment. The
Special Reactions Team spoke to the
students about land navigation, stay-

ing in shape, and how to get into the
SRT.

The military group of students
visited the Virtual Combat
Convoy Trainer. The VCCT is a
simulated humvee in a trailer, sur-
rounded by a 360 degree laser-sen-
sitive screen. The students used
M-16A2 service rifles, .50-caliber
machine guns and M240 machine
guns modified to connect to the
compressed air canisters and com-
puters of the simulator.

After each group finished
their section briefings, they met
at Phelps Hall, where they ate
lunch.

After eating, the students
gathered outside, where the
story of Lance Cpl. Chance
Phelps, the 3rd Battalion, 11th
Marine Regiment, Marine which
the chow hall is named after, was
revealed to them.

The students then made their
way to Felix Field, where PMO
gave them a brief and demonstra-
tion of how K-9 military working
dogs are trained.

The students cheered loudly as a
Cpl. Carlos Santiago, a Marine with
the military working dog team, put
the hard sleeve armor on his right
arm took off running with one of
the dogs chasing close behind him.
As the dog lept up and bit Santiago’s
armored arm, the students erupted

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

14-year-old Justin Siegfried, a student from Hesperia Summit
Leadership Academy High Desert, uses a fire extinguisher to battle a
propane made fire at the Combat Center’s Fire Department during their
visit to the Base April 9.

Summit Leadership Academy gets
Combat Center insight to careers

See SUMMIT, A16
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The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the week prior to publi-
cation.  
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000022  FFLLSSTTCC  HHAARRLLEEYY--
DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN®® Heritage Soft-
ail Classic, luxury blue with
stripe, under 4,400 miles.
Accessories included,
excellent condition. $14k
Call 221-8831 4/16/08

MMOOTTOORR  HHOOMMEE  FFOORR
SSAALLEE  11999911  PPAACCEE
AARRRROOWW.. 35 ft. class A.
460 Ford/Oshkosh many
extras. 61,000 miles.
$19,500. OBO. Call Jon at
361-5777. 3/31/08

22000044  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  44XX44..
Many extras, lift, 38” tires,
20” rims. Call (760) 220-
0749. 3/12/08

NNEEWW  BBRRAAKKEE  RROOTTOORRSS,,
FFRROONNTT.. Brembo part#
25358. Lexus ES300 92-01.
Toyota:Avalon 95-04;Camry
V6 92-01; Camry 4-cyl 00-
06; Sienna 98-03; Solara
99-03. $35ea/$60 both. Call
(760) 362-8033 or E-mail
jsch99@gmail.com  3/12/08

SSTTEEPPSS  FFRROOMM  ‘‘0077  FF335500
SSUUPPEERR  CCAABB  44XX44:: Factory
chrome steps that drop
down 6". Removed when
new. Fit F250/350 from
1999-2008 and include
brackets and bolts. $250
for everything. (760)799-
3045  3/12/08

FFIIVVEE  227755//7700RR1188  TTIIRREESS
from 2007 F350 4x4.
12,400 miles, great shape,
plug in the tread of one.
Set of 5 for $250 OBO. Call
(760)799-3045. 3/12/08

22000066  MMUUSSTTAANNGG  VV--88  330044
GGTT.. Black convertible.
Power everything. 6 disc
CD. 12,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. Ryan (760)
774-0166. 3/12/08

22000011  BBUUIICCKK  LLAA  SSAABBRREE..
One owner, well main-
tained. Under 40K miles.
$8,000. fully loaded.
Leather. Call (760) 366-
8606. 3/12/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE:: 22000055  KKEEYY--
SSTTOONNEE  SSPPRRIINNGGDDAALLEE,
Travel Trailer. Sleeps 6, 1
Slide, many extras, (601)
329-9896 Located at
MCAGCC Twilight Dunes
RV Park, # 29. $18,400.
3/5/08

22000033  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDD--
SSOONN Softai l  Deuce
Anniversary Edit ion;
Black. 1450cc with
19,950 miles. Excel-
lent condition with lots
of upgrades. $15,000
firm. More info and
pictures can be seen
at: http://www.prospec-
torsdepot.com
(760) 366-3333  3/5/08

MMIISSCC..
FFIIVVEE    KKIITTTTEENNSS  RREEAADDYY
FFOORR  AA  NNIICCEE  FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY
HHOOMMEE 7 weeks old, 1 light
orange, 1 dark orange, 1
light brown, 1 mostly grey
with a little white, 1 mostly
white with a little grey. Any-
one interested please call
805-8674. 4/9/08

FFRREEEE  TTOO  GGOOOODD  HHOOMMEE
2 Yr. old neutered AKC yel-
low Lab Male references
requested. Affectionate
and housebroken. 880-
1773 evenings. 4-2-08

PPAATTIIOO  FFUURRNNIITTUURREE.. 6
chairs w/table and 2
chairs w/side table. $100
takes All. (760) 285-1603
3-26-08

1188  XX  3333  AABBOOVVEE
GGRROOUUNNDD  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG
PPOOOOLL w/ liner/ladder.
Free for the taking.
Call (760) 285-1603
3/26/08

22  GGOOLLDDEENN  RREETTRRIIEEVV--
EERRSS.. Free to good home:
3 yrs old each. Regis-
tered, neutered. Never
been apart, love kids!
Call (760) 285-1603
3/26/08

FFRREEEE  5500  GGAALLLLOONN
FFIISSHH  TTAANNKK  WWIITTHH  TTWWOO
FFIISSHH.. My office space
is shrinking, and the
wife won't have it in the
house. Call (760) 401-
3752. 3/26/08
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VVAAUUNN  TTYYLLEERR  KKNNUUDDSSEENN

Son of Cpl. Timothy Knudsen and wife,
Kirsten.
Born March 17, weighing 9 lbs and meas-
uring 20.5 inches.

JJAACCKKSSOONN  PPAAYYNNEE  GGOORRDDOONN

Son of Capt. Gregory Gordon and wife,
Tara.
Born on March 18, weighing 7 lbs, 11.7 oz
and measuring 19.6 inches.

OOSSTTIINN  DDOOUUGGLLAASS  PPAAUULL  RROOMMMMEESS

Son of Sgt. Doug Rommes and wife,
Maegan.
Born on March 19, weighing 7 lbs, 3.9 oz
and measuring 20 inches.

MMAADDDDOOXX  SSTTRRAAUUSSSS  AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR

Son of Sgt. Christopher Alexander and
wife, Kerri.
Born on March 24, weighing 8 lbs, 5.2 oz
and measuring 19.6 inches.

CCAARRMMEELLOO  LLUUIISS  BBEERRDDUUCCIIAA

Son of Cpl. Luis M. Berducia and wife,
Chiara.
Born March 24, weighing 6 lbs, 12.6 oz
and measuring 19.6 inches.

Birth 
announcements
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Serena Morales, 16, holds the Advanced Portable Detector 2000, which is used to detect harsh
chemicals in the air at the Combat Center’s Fire Department during the Hesperia School tour of the
base April 9.

with cheers and laughter.
Amir Awad, the 18-year-old

class sergeant, said the day’s
events have intensified his aspira-
tion to become a San Bernardino
County sheriff.

“I already wanted to join the
Marines before I came out,” said
Awad about the base tour. “But
that made me think ‘I’m going!’”

Awad added that during his
time at the academy, he has

learned vital leadership skills he
will need as a deputy sheriff, like
maintaining order.

Ashley Evans, a 17-year-old
special team squad leader of the
color guard and drill team, agreed.

Evans said the experience
she has gained from the acade-
my and from her position as a
squad leader will serve her for
years to come.

“For the most part, it [the
academy] instills a sense of
honor, snaps you into shape and

makes you respect other people,”
said Evans, a Victorville native.
“And it’s great for team work.”

Awad, also a Victorville
native, said he would like to
thank all personnel who made
the tour possible, and for provid-
ing the students with the oppor-
tunity to see how things are run
in the Marine Corps and in law
enforcement.

To learn more about the acad-
emy, visit their Web site,
www.slahd.com.

SUMMIT from, A14

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Justin Robinson, a Combat Center Fire Department firefight-
er, pries a car door loose with a vehicle extrication tool dur-
ing an exercise at the Center Fire training area Saturday.The
training was designed to teach Center Fire personnel how to
free car accident victims trapped inside their vehicles.

Tearing it up!

effective war fighting capabilities.
After nearly three years, and

through the intervention of
friends and former commanding
officers, Sigman got a job at
Marine Corps Systems Command.

Initially Sigman was allowed to
be on permanent limited duty and
extended his contract for 18
months. He was also selected to
be promoted to gunnery sergeant
over the summer of 2007.

“I had to get approved to re-
enlist on permanent limited duty
and that took almost a year,” said
Sigman.

Finally in October of 2007,
Sigman re-enlisted at the Marine

Corps Museum in Quantico, Va.,
in front of a sign that said “Once
a Marine, always a Marine.”

“Re-enlisting made me feel bril-
liant,” added Sigman. “It’s all about
Marines taking care of Marines.”

Marines that work with
Sigman enjoy his presence and
enthusiasm.

“Gunnery Sergeant Sigman
inspires me daily by his motivation
and is currently in the perfect bil-
let where he gets to field a great
piece of gear and still interact with
infantry Marines,” added Capt.
Stephan Karabin, TOW project
officer, Marine Corps Systems
Command, Quantico, Va.

Sigman is a 14-year Marine
who plans to retire as a Marine.

TROOPING from, A4


