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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSCCOOTTTT  SSCCHHMMIIDDTT

Marines with 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, learn how to use
the Counter to Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive Device and Electronic Warfare
systems using computer simulations here May 3. The battalion is the first battalion going
through Mojave Viper trained with the newly revised course.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSCCOOTTTT  SSCCHHMMIIDDTT

Marines use a remote control device, which
controls the Chameleon system here, The
Chameleon is one of three jamming sys-
tems the Marine Corps is using.

1/2 uses technology to save lives, fight insurgency
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSCCOOTTTT  SSCCHHMMIIDDTT  
2ND MARINE DIVISION COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines with 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, recently par-
ticipated in a Counter to Radio Controlled
Improvised Explosive Devise and Electronic
Warfare or CREW system class here.

The battalion is the first to go through
Mojave Viper training with the newly revised
course.

The revised course offers more hands on and
visual learning, allowing Marines to “hear, see and

CCPPLL.. EERRIIKK  VVIILLLLAAGGRRAANN

Lance Cpl. Bobby J. Jordan, 20, rifleman with Company K, 3rd
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, Regimental Combat Team 5,
from Tyler, Texas, shakes hands with an Iraqi child during a cen-
sus patrol May 21. Marines with Company K patrolled through the
city of Bani Dahir, Iraq, to become more familiar with the local
populace. Marines said the community’s sentiment towards
Marines and the Iraqi Police was positive.

3/4 Marines embrace new image
CCPPLL.. EERRIIKK  VVIILLLLAAGGRRAANN
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 5 

BANI DAHIR, Iraq — Marines
have always had a reputation as a
force to be feared. In Bani Dahir,
Iraq, Marines with 3rd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment, Regimental
Combat Team 5, have changed
that sentiment towards them.

Marines with 1st Squad, 3rd
Platoon, Company  K, 3/4, con-
ducted a census patrol through
the city to gauge the feelings the
Iraqi locals have concerning
Marines and the Iraqi Police.

“The objective of the patrol
was to gather intelligence about
the local populace,” said Cpl.
Roland L. Ramirez, 22, a team

leader with Company K from
Mission, Texas. “We want to
make sure the people in town are
safe.”

The squad, which is a part of
the only platoon in the city, trav-
eled to multiple locations during
their patrol.

“They let us know what the
attitude in town is toward Marines
and the IP,” Ramirez said. “They
let us know if we are doing things
right.”

They were greeted warmly at
the first house they visited. Two
Marines in the patrol asked the
Iraqi an array of questions to
properly weigh the mood of the

See CREW, A9

See IMAGE, A8

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Marines serving as the firing party during the Combat Center’s
Memorial Day 21-gun salute stand at parade rest near the flag pole
located at the Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field May 26.

Combat Center celebrates Memorial Day with traditional 21 gun salute
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center celebrated
Memorial Day with a 21-gun
salute at the Combat Center’s
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray
Field May 26.

The ceremony was presided
over by command Sgt. Maj.
William Johnson who opened
the event with a brief explana-
tion about the history of the 21-
gun salute and its role in naval
traditions.

The National Ensign was
raised to half-mast during morn-
ing colors in honor of the holiday.

At noon the firing party, which
consisted of a noncommissioned

officer with an NCO sword and
seven rifle men equipped with
M16A2 service rifles, rendered
the salute.

Called to attention by Sgt.
Robert H. Lorrison, noncommis-
sioned officer-in-charge of the
logistics capabilities center, the
Marines firing the salute snapped
to the position of attention and
shouldered their weapons.

After receiving a second
command from Lorrison, a
native of Hampton, Va., the
Marines fired three consecutive
volleys into the air before
returning to parade rest.

Once the salute ended a color
guard raised the flag all the way up

See MEMORIAL, A11
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is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All
photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

2MD BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT

“Iwould give it to
my family and

friends and the rest to
myself.”

LANCE CPL. JONATHAN CHANG STAFF SGT. DONALD HERRING

1ST TANK BATTALION

“I would get out of
this area, stay in

the Marine Corps and
finish my contract

then invest it.”

1ST BATTALION, 7TH MARINE

REGIMENT

“I would pay my
lance corporal

team leaders the corpo-
ral pay they deserve.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ddoo  wwiitthh  aa  mmiilllliioonn  ddoollllaarrss??

1ST LT. FORD SHAW

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with
the Department of Defense or the United States
Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract with
the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This
commercial enterprise newspaper is an authorized
publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessar-
ily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States Government, the DoD, or the United States
Marine Corps. The appearance of advertising in
this publication, including inserts and supplements,
does not constitute endorsement by the
Department of Defense or Hi-Desert Publishing
of the services advertised.

AACCRROOSSSS
1. Rhea’s “Cheers”

role
6. Have a few too 

many
10. Spare tire 

substance
13. Elementary 

school quintet
14. Androcles’

extraction
15. “____ had it!”
16. “Cats,” for one
18. Scrammed
19. Saturn model
20. Midlife ____
22. Toss a monkey 

wrench into
27. Stovetop vessel

28. Dealt in stocks
29. Lead ore
31. Dog-__(shabby)
32. It may be cracked
33. Way to smooth
36. Flow back
37. Shlepped

38. “Sandra of
“Gidget”

39. Like Easter eggs
41. 2000 Oscar role 

for Julia
42. Powerful sharks
44. “____ you are”

(invitation words)
46. Hospital solution
47. Chewy candy
49. Designated as a 

goal
51. Porto___, Brazil
52. Beehive State 

native
53. Marceau’s mime 

character
54. Drilling tool
61. Prefix with duct
62. Madagascar tree 

dweller
63. Pick on
64. Track action
65. Blue-pencil
66. Composer 

Bruckner

DDOOWWNN
1. Urban ride
2. ____Lingus
3. Brazilian hot spot
4. Mauna____
5. Took for no credit
6. Quaker pronoun
7. World of awe
8. Caused a tingling 

sensation in
9. Menu offering
10. Glove 

compartment item
11. Be of use to
12. All wound up
14. Tart taste
17. Blue dye
21. “Pay___mind”
22. Jouster’s mount
23. Sheik’s home of

song
24. Place to cook ribs
25. Horatian work
26. Swellhead

30. Mideast’s Gulf
of___

32. Mrs. Dithers
34. Africa’s Sierra ___
35. Acted the toady
37. Moved unsteadily
40. Rapper Snoop ___
42. Printer’s primary 

color
43. Hoppy brew
45. Statue material
46. Mex. miss
47. Influential sort
48. Greek salad morsel
50. Comic Russian 

actor Mischa
55. Bon ___(cleanser 

brand)
56. Drop from the 

roster
57. Comfy room
58. Halloween flier
59. Prefix with metric
60. X in Rome

[[SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA44]]

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety report that single-vehicle crashes, such as
cars that run off the road or hit an embankment, are most likely to occur
at speeds in excess of 70 miles per hour.

Speed costs lives, money
AAPPRRIILL  PPHHIILLLLIIPPSS
NAVAL SAFETY CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS

For most of us, a speeding ticket is little more than an annoyance – a hun-
dred bucks or more down the drain for fines and court costs, and higher insur-
ance rates down the road. However, each and every summer, Sailors and
Marines are killed on the highways and the number one reason for their fatal
crashes is excessive speed.

Speed is considered one of the “fatal four” factors that lead to traffic fatali-
ties, said Dan Dray, a traffic safety specialist at the Naval Safety Center.

“Our number one killer of Sailors and Marines each summer is personal
motor vehicle mishaps, and the biggest reason those fatalities occur is speed,”
Dray said.

He said that for every single mile per hour driven over the speed limit, the
risk of being in an accident increases by five percent.

Statistics prove that slowing down is an effective way to reduce the risk of
traffic accidents this summer. Not only does reduced speed reduce the poten-
tial severity of an accident that does occur, it also gives you a better opportuni-
ty to avoid accidents altogether. Slowing down gives you more time to react to
hazards such as highway debris and unexpected actions by other drivers.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety report that single-vehicle crashes, such as cars that
run off the road or hit an embankment, are most likely to occur at speeds in
excess of 70 miles per hour. The risk of injury with all types of crashes
increases with speed. Studies have shown that the risk of injury is lowest when
the driver is going at or just below the posted speed limit and the risk increases
exponentially at higher speeds.

However, Dray said there’s another reason to slow down. Speed can hit
Sailors and Marines where it hurts – their wallets.

“I urge people to take the rising gas prices into consideration,” he said.
“The faster you drive, the higher your fuel consumption rate, lowering your
overall fuel economy.”

Translation: Speed equals more money at the gas pump.
Summer is a great time to practice risk management skills by reducing

speed, Dray said.
“School’s out and kids are out playing. We all need to be more mindful

when we’re driving,” he said.
For more information on speeding and other traffic safety topics, visit the

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration website at:
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/ 

The Naval Safety Center’s website has tools and resources to help you and
your command reduce motor-vehicle mishaps, visit us at: http://www.safety-
center.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle.

Employee Spotlight
EEmmppllooyyeeee:: Ruellyn Benedict
EEmmppllooyyeerr:: Marine Corps Community
Services  
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Clothing sales supervisor
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Helping Marines with uni-
form items and ordering uniform items
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Moses Lake, Wash.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Reading, crocheting, counter-
cross stitch embroidering
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  jjoobb::

I like being able to help our Marines
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss  ssiinnccee  ccoomm--

iinngg  ttoo  tthhee  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: Was a Navy
Relief volunteer with about 2,000 volun-
teer hours
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: No, wife of retired
Staff Sgt. Michael Benedict
TTiimmee  OOnn  BBaassee:: 25 years 



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Summer is just around the corner,
and the Marine Corps
Community Services Outdoor
Adventures is prepared with vir-
tually all the gear and equipment
required to make the summer
months enjoyable.

Open to active duty military,
their families, base employees and
retired military, Outdoor
Adventures rents out everything
from party and picnic necessities
to gardening tools.

“The biggest thing we rent out
during the summer is the camping
equipment and tents,” said John
Murdock, Outdoor Adventure
manager. “We made packages
that give them everything they
need for camping except the
sleeping bag.”

The camping set, depending
on the number of people,
includes a small or large tent,
lanterns, a cooler and cooking
gear. Other camping equip-
ment available through the
center is backpacks or day-
packs, binoculars, grills, cots,
folding saw and shovel, hatch-
ets and mattress pads.

“We basically have whatever a
family needs for outdoor activi-
ties,” said Virginia Amador, recre-
ation attendant. “We help them
pass their time in a fun way.”

Outdoor Adventures also
rents fishing gear which is a big
hit with Marines traveling to Lake
Havasu, said Murdock. Kayaks
and canoes are also available to
rent out along with life vests and
water skis.

“We make it economical for
them to try a broad range of
activities,” said Murdock.
“They’re going to be more apt to
step up and try.”

The center also carries a wide
range of sports equipment,
including special sets that will

provide enough equipment for an
entire team.

Customers also rent out bicy-
cles to take to Joshua Tree National
Park to exercise and enjoy the
scenery, said Murdock.

Supplies and games for parties
are also available. Tables, chairs
and beverage buckets along with
canopies are part of the party
supplies available. Games include

bean bag toss, checkerboard rug,
crazy leg stilts, hula hoops, and
jump ropes, ring toss, frisbee disc
catcher and the parachute.

“We rent a lot of tables and
chairs to families during
Thanksgiving,” said Murdock. “A
lot of these people take the single
Marines home with them during
the holidays.”

Outdoor Adventure also

works hard to provide supplies
to the units aboard the Combat
Center by providing inflatable
jumpers, canopies, tables and
chairs and anything else the
units may need for a homecom-
ing, departure or unit func-
tions.

For more information con-
tact Outdoor Adventures at
830-7235.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA33 JJUUNNEE 44,,  22000088

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 365-9633
 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 It’s All About You
 Salon/Spa

 (760) 365-2165
 Ask for Deborah Reilly

 Treat yourself or someone you love to a Spa Day for

 only  $170!
   Enjoy a De-stressing  scalp, neck and back   
 massage; European Facial; Manicure, and
 Pedicure with reflexology massage for your feet .

Movies for the
upcoming week at
the Sunset Cinema

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY  66//44
Stop Loss
7 p.m. - R

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY    66//55
Leatherheads
7 p.m. - PG-13

FFRRIIDDAAYY    66//66
Prom Night
6 p.m. - PG-13

Forgetting Sarah Marshall
9 p.m. - R

The Ruins 
Midnight  - R

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY    66//77
FREE Matinee
Daddy Day Camp
11 a.m. - PG

Nim’s Island
2 p.m. - PG

Forbidden Kingdom
6 p.m. - PG-13

Smart People
9 p.m. - R

88 Minutes
Midnight - R

SSUUNNDDAAYY    66//88

TBA
2 p.m. - TBA

Baby Mama
6 p.m. - PG-13

Street Kings
9 p.m. - R

MMOONNDDAAYY    66//99

The Ruins
Midnight - R

TTUUEESSDDAAYY    66//1100

Leatherheads
7 p.m. - PG-13

WWEEDD..  66//44 FFRRII..  66//66TTHHUURRSS..  66//55 FFRRII..  66//66 FFRRII..  66//66
BBrriiaann  GGooooddllaannddeerr  oonn  ppiiaannoo
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: 29 Palms Inn, 73950
Inn Avenue
29 Palms
For more info call 367-3505
Or visit http://www.29palms
inn.com

FFrreeee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveenniinnggss  aatt
tthhee  PPaallmm  SSpprriinnggss  AArrtt  MMuusseeuumm
Time: 4-8 p.m.
Where: Palm Springs Art
Museum, 101 Museum Drive
Palm Springs
For more info call 322-4000
Or http://www.psmuseum.org

SSooaapp  BBooxx  DDeerrbbyy
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Where: 29 Palms Chamber of
Commerce, 73660 Civic Center
Dr., 29 Palms
For more info call 367-3445
Or visit http://www.29chamber
.com

SSttrreeeett  FFaaiirr  &&  CCaarr  SShhooww
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: 29 Palms Chamber of
Commerce, 73660 Civic
Center Dr., 29 Palms
For more info call 367-3445
Or visit http://www.29chamber.
com

SSAATT..  66//77

MMoojjaavvee  DDeesseerrtt  TToouurrss
Where: Harvey House
681 N. First Ave., Barstow
For  more info call 219-4916
Or visit http://www.barstow 
chamber.com/bkrr

SSAATT..  66//77

44tthh  JJTTDDCC  GGoollff  TToouurrnneeyy
Time: 7 a.m.
Where: Roadrunner Dunes
Golf Course, 4733 Desert
Knoll Drive, 29 Palms
For more info call 367-5770

SShhaaddooww  MMoouunnttaaiinn  BBaanndd
Time: 5 p.m.
Where: Pappy & Harriet's
Pioneertown Palace, 53688
Pioneertown Rd., Pioneertown
For  more info call 365-5956
Or visit http://www.pappyand
harriets.com

SSAATT..  66//77 SSAATT..  55//3311
SSaattuurrddaayy  NNiigghhtt  MMuussiicc
SShhoowwccaassee
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Water Canyon Coffee
Co., 55844 29 Palms Highway,
Yucca Valley
For more info call 365-7771

SSUUNN..  66//88
AArrtt  OOppeenniinngg:: SShheeaa  DDuunnnn
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: True World Gallery,
61740 29 Palms Highway,
Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-2300
Or visit http://www.trueworld
gallery.com

Outdoor Adventures caters to summer activities

""VVoolluunntteeeerr  JJaamm""  FFeeaattuurriinngg  tthhee  
CChhaarrlliiee  DDaanniieellss  BBaanndd  aanndd  ..3388  SSppeecciiaall
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino, 84245 Indio
Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 342-5000
Or http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Sean Price, Outdoor Adventures recreation attendant, checks and restocks camping gear and
equipment May 30. Outdoor Adventures rents out a range of items from sports equipment to
gardening supplies.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Officers’ Spouses’ Club rec-
ognized recipients of the club’s
annual academic scholarships
and bid farewell to their president
at a luncheon held at the 29
Palms Inn May 29.

“We are just delighted to give
out this money,” said Tami L.
Roleff, the club’s scholarship chair
and wife of Maj. Keith Roleff,
commanding officer of Charlie
Company at the Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics
School. “Our whole purpose in
being is to give scholarships and
grants to local non-profits.”

Treena K. Wolfenbarger, OSC
president and wife of Maj. Craig

A. Wolfenbarger, executive offi-
cer of 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, said spouses and chil-
dren of active duty, retired, and
deceased service members were
eligible for the scholarships which
were awarded based on personal
merits and grades.

Wolfenbarger, a native of
Knoxville, Tenn., said the OSC
works year round to raise the
money, and this year the club’s
hard work ensured all individuals
who were nominated for a schol-
arship received one.

“The OSC is filled with such a
diverse mix of women there was
always a new idea,” said
Wolfenbarger. “Overall the year
was just fantastic.”

Roleff said she believed the 22
scholarships awarded set an OSC

record, with eight scholarships
going to children, and 14 going to
spouses.

This year’s recipients ranged
from recent high school gradu-
ates to individuals in their 40’s,
with some scheduled to attend

nearby Copper Mountain
Community College and others
traveling as far as Georgia State
University, Atlanta, said Roleff,
a native of Minneapolis, Minn.

Degrees being pursued by
recipients include nursing, busi-
ness management, political sci-
ence and culinary arts.

The ceremony also marked the
end of Wolfenbarger’s tenure as
the club’s president.

Wolfenbarger, who is mov-
ing to Fort Story, Va., with her
husband, was a good commu-
nicator and managed to keep
the club’s operations running
smoothly, said Shiloh K.
Hand, club treasurer and wife
of Maj. Mark Hand, logistics
officer with Headquarters
Battalion’s ATG.

Shiloh, a native of Murphys,
Calif., also said that
Wolfenbarger’s ability to work
with the Combat Center commu-
nity enabled the club to operate
more efficiently.

Those who were able to attend
the luncheon were presented with
certificates and a free lunch, but
most importantly they received
help with the rising costs associat-
ed with higher education.

“It’s money well spent,” said
Kyla Cook, a recent graduate of
Twentynine Palms High School
who will study journalism at
Northern Iowa Area Community
College, Mason City, Iowa.

Shaquanta L. Caldwell,
another recent graduate of
Twentynine Palms High School
and daughter of Sgt. Maj.
Robert Caldwell, said she was
looking forward to attending
Georgia State University where
she will major in marketing and
accounting with a minor in busi-
ness management.

After years of traveling from
one duty station to the next,
Caldwell is looking forward to
making her return to the South,
and her OSC scholarship will help
make that happen.

AA44 JJUUNNEE 44,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

HOT TOPICS
AASSYYMMCCAA  SSOOAAPPBBOOXX

DDEERRBBYY  
It is time once again for the
ASYMCA Soapbox Derby
being held Friday. The race
will also be kicking off the
Twentynine Palms Street Fair
and Car Show. Entry fee for
the race is $25 per child.
Space is limited to the first 50
sign ups. Sign ups are still
open to all entries.
Categories are:
5 to 8 years old – Stock
Division (no prior Soapbox
experience)
9 to 14 years old – Stock
Division (no prior Soapbox
experience)
5 to 8 years old – Super
Stock Division (previous
experience)
9 to 14 years old – Super
Stock Division (previous
experience)
We provide the Derby kit
and you provide the imagina-
tion! *Kit does not include
tools. Adult supervision is
required.*
Where to register: Armed
Services YMCA, Building
192
Race Day: Pit opens 3 p.m
Inspection 4 p.m.
Race starts at 4:30 p.m.
Please call Jodi Bennett at
830-7481 for more informa-
tion or e-mail to henryasym-
ca@roadrunner.com.

SSIIGGNN--UUPPSS  FFOORR  JJUUNNIIOORR
AALLLL--AAMMEERRIICCAANN
FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  OOFF

SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN  CCAALLIIFF..
Sign-up will be held June 7
and June 14 from 9 a.m. - 12
p.m at Luckie Park in
Twentynine Palms. Regular
sign-ups begin June 30 and
end July 31, or until teams are
filled. Teams include; Micros
ages 8-10, Junior Pee Wee
ages 9-12, Pee Wee ages 10-
13 and Midget ages 11-14.
Registration packets are avail-
able at the following loca-
tions: 4 Sports & More, The
Desert Trail, His Creation
and Big 5 Sporting Goods.

UU..SS.. CCIITTIIZZEENNSSHHIIPP
AASSSSIISSTTAANNCCEE

The Legal Assistance Office,
building 1514, assists all active
duty service members with
their naturalization process.
There is no fee to apply. Pick
up a forms packet and sched-
ule an appointment with the
paralegal after following
instructions and completing
all forms. Effective October
1, 2008, a new test will be
given interviews. For family
members, a military outreach
is scheduled for U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration
Services  to assist family
members with naturalization,
permanent resident status,
VISAs, etc. The immigration
officers will assist with gener-
al information on all types of
immigration issues, petitions
and applications, completing
immigration forms, checking
status of cases, and answering
questions. Forms are avail-
able at the LAO. The date of
this event is June 12, by
appointment only. Please call
the LAO at 830-6111 to
schedule an appointment
with an immigration officer
or for more information.

CROSSWORD
SOLUTIONS

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Members of the Officers’ Spouses’ Club dine at the OCS scholarship
luncheon at the 29 Palms Inn May 29. The luncheon was held in
honor of individuals who were awarded academic scholarships
because of their achievements in the classroom and personal merits.

Officers' Spouses' Club honors
scholarship recipients, says
goodbye to President
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(1) 12 Certifi cates for lube, oil and fi lter changes for up to 3 years from date of purchase or lease depending on driving habits. Excludes Sprinter, Viper and SRT models. See owners manual for recommended maintenance schedule. 
(2) Current and retired personnel, veterans within 6 months of discharge and their immediate family members receive an additional $500 military bonus on the purchase or lease of a new Chrysler vehicle. Excludes Sprinter. Viper and SRT models. 
Must present current military ID, retirement or discharge paper at time of purchase. To be eligible, retirees must have at least 20 years of service. See your dealer for details. (3) Based on R. L. Polk & Co. Vehicles in Operation registration statistics CY 1987-2006. 

(4) Durability based on longevity. (5) Always sit properly in seat with seatbelt fastened. Children 12 and under should always sit in back seat. (6) Star ratings are part of U.S. Department of Transportation’s SaferCar.gov program (www.safercar.gov). (7) MyGIG in-dash DVD 
capability is not available in all states. See dealer for details. (8) Based on 2007 Competitive minivans. Excludes other Chrysler models. (9) Available miles per year based on a maximum number of gallons which varies depending on model. Visa® /MasterCard® 
credit card required. 87 octane gas and diesel fuel only. Allow six weeks for activation. Excludes Crossfi re, Wrangler, Chassis Cab, Challenger, Sprinter, SRT®, and all other offers. Go to LetsRefuelAmerica.com, call 1-800-866-4656 or see your dealer for additional 
details. (10) See dealer for a copy of limited warranty and details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT, Diesel vehicles, Sprinter, Ram Chassis Cab, and certain fl eet vehicles. Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and Stow ‘N Go are registered trademarks of Chrysler LLC.

Announcing the Chrysler
$

2.99 Gas Guarantee.(9)

Right now, when you buy or lease most Dodge, Chrysler and Jeep vehicles, 
you’ll pay just $2.99  a gallon for gas or diesel in each of the next three years 
for up to the fi rst 12,000 miles per year. It’s our $2.99  Gas Guarantee. 

www.chrysler.com/en/heroes www.jeep.com/en/heroes
SEE YOUR DODGE, CHRYSLER AND JEEP® DEALERS

www.dodge.com/en/heroes

AND ALL BACKED BY THE BEST WARRANTY IN THE BUSINESS WITH UNLIMITED MILEAGE.
Limited Warranty

(10)

NOW LET US RETURN THE FAVOR!NOW LET US RETURN THE FAVOR!
YOU PROTECT US!YOU PROTECT US!

WITH A MILITARY EXCLUSIVE NO-EXTRA-CHARGE 3-YEAR LUBE, OIL & FILTER SERVICE CONTRACT
(1) 

AVAILABLE ON THE LEASE OR PURCHASE OF A NEW DODGE, CHRYSLER OR JEEP VEHICLE. EXCLUDES SPRINTER, VIPER AND SRT MODELS

IN ADDITION TO CURRENT CASH ALLOWANCES ON DODGE, CHRYSLER & JEEP VEHICLES

ALSO RECEIVE A  $500 MILITARY BONUS
(2)

Chrysler 300C
• Five-Star Government Frontal Crash Test Rating(6)

• Available MyGIG™ Entertainment System(7)

Chrysler PT Cruiser
• 2.4 liter 150 horsepower engine

• Standard Supplemental Side Seat-Mounted Air Bags(5)

Chrysler Town & Country
• The industry’s fi rst and only available Stow ‘N Go® seating and storage system(7) 

• Five-Star Government front & side Crash Test Rating(6)

Dodge Ram 2500 Mega Cab®

• Longest-Lasting(3) Most Durable(4) Line of Full-Size Pickups 

• 6-speed Manual or Automatic Transmission

Dodge Charger R/T
• Available Electronic Stability Program w/All-Speed Traction Control 

• 4-Wheel Disc Brakes • Fog Lamps

 2008 Dodge Avenger
• 2.4-Liter VVT Engine w/4-speed Automatic Transmission 

• 30 Hwy EPA EST. MPG• Side Curtain Airbags(5)

2008 Dodge Caliber
• 29 EPA EST MPG Highway • Side Curtain Airbags(5)

• Available Remote Keyless Entry

Jeep Grand Cherokee
• Five-Star Government Frontal Crash Test Rating(6)

• Newly upgraded standard 4.7L V8 Engine

Jeep Liberty
• Unsurpassed available 5,000-lb towing capacity(8) • Available Industry Exclusive Power Sky Slider™ Roof
• Electronic Stability Program  with Brake Assist, all-speed traction control, Electronic Roll Mitigation 

Jeep Patriot Sport
• 28 EPA EST MPG Highway • Standard Electronic Stability Program 

• Available Freedom-Drive II with Off Road Group for Jeep Trail Rated Capability.

Got talent? MCAGCC does
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

More than 200 Marines, sailors and family
members gathered at the Combat Center’s
Sunset Cinema May 24 for the first Single
Marines Program and Drug Demand
Reduction Talent Show.

Ten contestants took the stage, display-
ing their talents like singing and playing
musical instruments, and vied for a spot in
the top three where cash prizes were
awarded.

The contestants were judged based on
their overall talent, crowd participation and
first impression.

Local rap group De2our emceed the tal-
ent show and started off the event by per-
forming some of their latest songs for the
audience and passing out CDs. De2our is
comprised of Lance Cpl. Darius Dixon,
embark specialist, 1st Tank Battalion and
San Jose, Calif., native and Staff Sgt.
Xavisus Gayden, career retention specialist,
H Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine reg-
iment and Houston, native.

Lavonne Lessard, SMP coordinator,
manned a shirt-launcher after the last con-
testant exited the stage, blasting SMP T-

shirts to the audience while they waited for
the judges’ decision.

Petty Officer 1st Class David Toston,
preventive medicine technician, Robert E,
Bush Naval Hospital, took third place in
the competition, winning $100 with a stel-
lar singing performance of the National
Anthem.

Toston said he enjoyed performing in
front of a large crowd.

“It felt natural,” said Toston, a Los
Angeles native. “I sing at all of the retire-
ment ceremonies at the hospital so this
wasn’t really that hard.”

Guitarist and singer Lance Cpl. Daphne
Bowles, travel clerk, Installation Personnel
Administration Center, Alpha Company,
Headquarters Battalion, captivated the
crowd with a song she wrote and per-
formed for her mother to bring home sec-
ond place and a $300 prize.

“I’m a very shy person and it was really
hard for me to get up in front of all those
people,” said Bowles, an American Samoa
native.

Pfc. Mathew Fleek, student, Marine
Corps Communication Electronics School,
took first place and the $500 grand prize
with his performance with bagpipes.

Fleek, a Portland, Ore., native, performed a
Scottish march and ended with the Marines
Hymn that had everyone on their feet.

“I feel like I performed really well,” said
Fleek. “I did my part without messing up
so I felt really good about it.”

Fleek said he has played the bagpipes
for about seven years and plans to keep up
the hard work.

The talent show was the first SMP and
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Marines, sailors and family members watch on as guitarist and singer Mark Goff per-
forms country music star Tim McGraw’s “If You’re Reading This,” during the first Single
Marines Program and Drug Demand Reduction Talent Show at the Combat Center’s
Sunset Cinema May 24. Contestants vied for the top three spots that awarded cash
prizes. Local rap group De2our announced the event and also performed for the
audience. SMP and DDR plan to make the talent show an annual event.

See TALENT, A12
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MARINE CORPS MOUN-
TAIN WARFARE TRAINING
CENTER BRIDGEPORT,
Calif. – The Marine Corps
Training and Education
Command at Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va., has been develop-
ing a new Combat Fitness Test,
which replicates actions experi-
enced during combat and is
designed to analyze a Marine’s
overall physical fitness.

So far, testing of the CFT has
occurred at 12 military installa-
tions worldwide. TECOM repre-
sentatives made their thirteenth
stop at the Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training
Center May 28.

More than 75 Marines from
MWTC participated in the CFT,
which was held on Coleville High
School’s football field in
Coleville, Calif.

According to White Letter 05-
07, written by Gen. James T.
Conway, Commandant of the
Marine Corps, the Physical Fitness
Test is no longer enough to test a
Marine’s physical capacity for all
physical skills a Marine may need
to succeed on the battlefield.

“Tasks that make up the CFT
will have linkage to Marine com-
mon combat skills,” said Col.
Brian McGuire, TECOM’s
Physical Readiness Programs
officer. “Additionally, CFT

events will have a low degree of
technicality such that it will be
more of a fitness test than it is of
acquired skill.

“Though the PFT is a good
general test of overall fitness, the
CFT will provide commanders an
assessment of a Marine’s overall
combat conditioning,” added the
Dover, Del., native. “Practicing for
the test is practicing for combat.”

The CFT includes an 880-yard
run, known as movement to con-
tact, an ammunition lift test and a
maneuver-under-fire event.

During the ammunition lift,
the Marines will lift a 30-pound
ammunition can from shoulder-
height to overhead, fully extend-
ing their arms each time. They
must complete as many repeti-
tions of this exercise as they can
within two minutes.

The final portion of the CFT,
maneuver-under-fire, requires
Marines to travel 300 yards by
sprinting, completing a modified
high crawl, and weaving through
a series of cones designed to
simulate barbed wire and other
obstacles.

Once they reach the end of the
cones, the Marines must evacuate
a mock casualty by executing a
buddy-drag halfway through the
obstacles. Then they must fire-
man-carry the casualty back to the
ammunition cans.

After the Marines carry the
casualty back to the ammuni-
tion cans, they must carry the
ammunition cans back through
the cones to the casualty zone,
where they must throw a hand
grenade.

If the grenade hits the des-
ignated target area, five sec-
onds are deducted from the
Marine’s time. If the grenade
misses, five seconds are added
to their overall time. Once the
Marines have thrown the
grenade, they must pick up the
ammunition cans and run back
to the starting point.

Inclement weather did not
stop the MWTC participants
from completing the CFT. Hail
began pouring down on the
Marines during a portion of the
test. Rain also fell, creating a slip-
pery, muddy terrain for the
course.

The MWTC Marines who
completed the CFT all seemed to

feel it was a challenging, but
important test.

“So many people are good
runners, but including other
events shows you how much of
an athlete you really are,” said Sgt.
Ashley Coldwell, MWTC S-1
staff noncommissioned officer-
in-charge, and Phoenix native.
“The buddy portion was the
toughest. That’s the part that real-
ly wears you out.”

Sgt. Maj. Michael W. Redmyer,
MWTC sergeant major and
Richmond, Ind., native, also took
part in the CFT testing.

“I think the CFT is a great
idea,” he said. “It’s a much better
assessment of how you can per-
form under the physical stress of
combat than the PFT can – it’s
more about being a Marine.”

Redmyer explained he used to
train his platoons similarly as a
staff NCO. When his Marines
would run, they did so with their
weapons and other combat gear,
which contributed to better per-
formance under increased physi-
cal stress.

The CFT is not designed to
replace the PFT as a training
requirement. Both tests will be
conducted once every six months
to evaluate the physical fitness of
each Marine.

The fourteenth and final stop
for testing will be Recruiting
Station Nashville in Nashville,
Tenn. The CFT is expected to be
fully integrated into Marine
Corps semi-annual training
requirements by the second half
of this year.
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Marines from the Mountain Warfare Training Center perform the
ammunition can lift during the Combat Fitness Test May 28. The
ammunition cans weigh approximately 30 pounds apiece and
must be lifted from shoulder-height to overhead as many times as
possible within two minutes.
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Sgt. Maj. Michael W. Redmyer, MWTC sergeant major, drags 1st
Sgt. Raymond R. Clark, Mountain Warfare Training Center S-1
first sergeant, through the hail and the mud during the Combat
Fitness Test May 28. The buddy-drag was part of the third portion
of the CFT, known as the maneuver-under-fire event.The test was
conducted on the football field at Coleville High School in
Coleville, Calif.
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Cpl. Daniel W. Broussard, a
warehouse clerk at the
Mountain Warfare Training
Center, performs the modified
high crawl during the Combat
Fitness Test May 28. The high
crawl was part of the third por-
tion of the CFT, known as the
maneuver-under-fire event.

MWTC Marines take on new CFT
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Jack Auchteronie Memorial
Equine Sanctuary (JAMES) is a
safe house that rescues and rehabil-
itates abused and neglected horses
throughout Twentynine Palms and
surrounding communities.

The rescue center currently
has 10 horses under their care.
The horses range from heavily
abused to just needing slight med-
ical attention and training before
being put up for adoption.

One horse, Chance, is the cen-
ter’s worst case. He was a victim
of “horse tripping,” which is
when a horse is forced into a full

gallop while people attempt to
lasso its legs and trip the horse,
normally resulting in broken legs,
neck or teeth. Horses that have
been abused by horse tripping
normally have scars on their head,
shoulders, hips, legs and heels.

“[Chance] tries so hard but
there are so many bad memories,”
said Fran Becker, JAMES presi-
dent. “He is still a little skittish to
trust anybody.”

Taking care of horses like
Chance takes hours to provide
the daily necessities every horse
requires. To accomplish all the
work at the ranch, Becker and her
boyfriend, Steve Fidance, rely on
volunteers and donations from
the Combat Center and sur-
rounding areas.

“We get a lot of Marines here,”
said Becker, a Dunfermline,
Scotland, native. “But then they
disappear, and we end up hearing
they are deployed.”

Marine spouses and children
are also frequent volunteers, giv-
ing up their weekends to help
maintain the rescue center.

“It’s a win-win situation,” said
Becker. “It frees up our time a lit-
tle bit and it gives them something
to do, and the Marine personnel
get to do something in a volunteer
form that makes them happy.”

Mary Dyk, a JAMES volunteer,
said her fiancé, Staff Sgt. Jason
Ehlers, plans to bring a group of
Marines he instructs at the Marine
Corps Communication-Electronics
School to assist with the horses and
yard work one weekend.

“It’s good to bring them out
here to help out,” said Dyk, a
Falmouth, Maine, native. “It
keeps them out of trouble.”

While fundraising for the
ranch, Becker asks people to
donate one dollar toward the cen-
ter’s “Save a Horse for a Buck”
fundraising program.

“It is easier to ask 100 people
for one dollar than one person for
100 dollars,” said Becker. “It is the
collective amount that is a phe-
nomenal help.”

People can also donate by pur-
chasing supplies or food for the
horses, she added.

Service members also benefit
by learning how to take care of
horses and all the requirements
they need to own a horse while

volunteering at JAMES.
“We try to make it an education-

al experience,” said Becker. “We
start them out mucking out stalls
and move them up so they learn
everything they need to know.”

The sanctuary is one of the
few horse rescue centers in the
high desert area that will take in
horses from owners who are
unable to care for them anymore,
are abandoned or rescued by
organizations or individuals.

JAMES offers every horse in
their care shelter, a proper diet,
companionship, exercise, profes-
sional veterinarian care and what
Becker says is most important, love.

For more information about
JAMES visit their Web site at
http://www.jamesrescue.com.
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Mary Dyk, a Jack Auchteronie Memorial Equine Sanctuary volun-
teer, handles Duke, a retired military working horse at JAMES
May 23. Dyk has adopted Duke and plans to move him to her
ranch when she finishes her fencing.

Rescue center reaches out to abused, neglected horses

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

A young volunteer stands next to a rescued miniature pony that
was abandoned at the rifle range aboard the Combat Center.
Marines and worked hard to capture the pony and deliver it to
JAMES who was able to find it a good home.

CG’s Intramural Soccer
League kicking off soon
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Commanding General’s
Intramural Soccer League is
searching for talented service
members, family members and
base employees wishing to play
soccer this summer.

The league will run from June
23 through August 15 and will
have four to seven teams, compet-
ing in a single or double round-
robin matches depending on the
number of teams signed up.

Third Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion,
Headquarters Battalion, Marine
Corps Communication-Electronics
School and 1st Tank Battalion
have submitted teams and began
practicing.

“Our main goal is to stay com-
petitive,” said Jose Hernandez,
Headquarters Battalion head coach.
“We always want to be competitive

so if you win a championship you
are doing it for your unit.

“It’s not routine,” continued
Hernandez, a Brownsville, Texas,
native. “Playing soccer will get
their minds off work and daily
stress.”

Marine Corps Communication-
Electronics School sometimes sub-
mits two teams due to the large
amount of students at MCCES,
said Skip Best, Combat Center’s
athletic director.

Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital was not capable of cre-
ating a full team this year and
therefore was combined with the
Headquarters Battalion team.

Marines and sailors must play
for the unit they belong to. If that
unit does not have a team the serv-
ice member must have a signed
release form from their officer-in-
charge allowing them to become
free agents and play for any team
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Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 battles against 3rd Battalion,
11th Marine Regiment, during last year’s Commanding Generals
Intramural Soccer League. This year the league will run from June
23 through August 15. Registration deadline in June 18.

See SOCCER, A8



that requires extra players.
“Soccer guys are unique,” said

Best. “They deserve the same
thing every other sport gets.”

The coed teams are also
allowing spouses and children of
the service members to partici-
pate as long as they are 16 years
old or older.

Each team can hold a maximum
of 18 players, but have a standard
of 11 people on the field, including
the goal keeper, at one time.

Eight teams can qualify for the
playoff tournament, which decides
what team is the best on the base.
Last year, the combined team of the
Naval Hospital and Headquarters
Battalion won the tournament and
Commanding General’s Cup.

After the end of the season, try-
outs are held for active duty Marines
to decide the base team that will
compete in regionals. Last year, the
regionals took place at Marine
Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz.

Scouts from the All-Marine
soccer team attend the games and
pick talented Marines from each
team to tryout for the All-Marine
soccer team.

After setting up the CG’s
Intramural Soccer League, Best
said he became a quick fan of the
sport, enjoying following the base
team to regionals and taking pride
knowing Marines from the
Combat Center have tried out for
the All-Marine soccer team.

Registration deadline is June
18. For more information contact
Best at 830-4092.

city.
“Life is much better here

now,” said Muthana Ahmed, a
resident here through an inter-
preter.

Marines providing security
passed the time outside the
home by interacting with the
local children.

“The people are friendly
when we come around,”
Ramirez said. “They are always
saying hello and the little kids
constantly come up to us to
shake our hands.”

Sgt. Dennis M. Gildea has
recognized the change in the
Iraqi populace. The locals know
that they can look to Marines for
assistance.

“They’ve realized that we’re
here to help,” said Gildea, 23, a
squad leader from St. Louis. “It
they have a sick child, they know
our doc has no problem treating
them if he can.”

The next stop the Marines
made was to speak with three
Iraqi men who were performing
yard work. The men were recep-
tive to the Marines as well and
had no problem answering the
questions Marines asked
through an interpreter.

“(The Iraqis) always have
something to talk about,” Gildea
said. “We listen to what they
have to say because we’re
focused on rebuilding their
resources.”

Marines understand the
importance of census patrols.
They know they need help from
the people to complete their
objectives.

“The information they give
us is real helpful,” Gildea said.
“We’re going to accomplish
more by going out there and
talking to the populace com-
pared to conducting patrols that
just show force.”

Marines questioned more
people throughout the patrol and
were pleased to find out that the
community supports the
Marines’ efforts. They were also
elated to discover that the citi-
zens’ confidence in the Iraqi
policemen operating in the city
was growing.

“The (Iraqi policemen) are
starting to embrace their role as
police officers and it’s show-
ing,” Gildea said. “We found
out some good information,
and we all got back safe so it
was a good patrol.”
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 JOIN US IN JOIN US IN
 WORSHIP WORSHIP

 Basin Wide  Basin Wide 
 Opportunities for  Opportunities for 

 Praise! Praise!

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM

 (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Y ucca Valley Church of the Nazaren e
 9:45 am  Morning Worship

 8:30 am  Sunday School (All ages)
 6:00 pm  Evening Service

 56248 Buena Vista,  365-7819
 www.yvnazarene.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study After Service
 We’re Here for Everyone

 Phone (760) 367-7133
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 First Southern 
 Baptist Church

 Sun. Worship  10:45am • 6:00pm
 Sun. Bible Study  9:30am

 1 st. Wed.   Potluck  6:00pm 
 Wed. Bible Study  7:00pm

 6088 Sunset Road JT  (760) 366-9211

 29 Palms Church of the Nazaren e
 WELCOMES YOU!

 72603  Juanita Drive •  367-7025
 Morning Service 10:00 am

 Children’s Church during AM Service
 Nursery provided

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship

 Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
 Visitors  Welcome

 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
 Sunday School,  Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.          365-7133

 Just the Best place to get Married

 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Join us for Worship & Celebration
 *New Location*

 Desert Dome
 5420 Border Ave., J.T.
 Church Service - 10:30 AM

 Childrens Church - 10:40 AM
 760-366-4840

 Unity Church of Morongo Basin

 Calvary Christian 
 Fellowship

 Ph: 760.364.1990
 E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

 Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm 
 3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

 Tye Bridges - Pastor

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
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Y 

62

 ★

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Wonder Valley 
 Community Church

 82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
 Office: 367-0279

 Bible studies:  9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
 Worship:  5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday

 Pastor: Rex Shaver
 Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Pastor Raymond Butcher

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15am Morning Worship 10:30am

 Evening Service 6:00pm
 Wednesday Services

 Prayer/Bible study 6:30pm
 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30pm

 **Childcare available**
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA  • 760 367-7561

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 29 P ALMS  SDA C HRISTIAN  S CHOOL
 Our Mission ~
 To provide a superior educational 
 environment for students in grades 
 K-8. An education that is based on 
 the principles of Biblical Christianity 
 for the whole person; spiritually, 
 mentally, and physically.

 •Small and intimate classroom setting
 •On site music program

 Telephone :  760-367-7369 • 760-367-2376

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com
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The Marine Corps Community
Services youth sports program is
looking for children to partici-
pate in the week-long Challenger
Youth Soccer Camp at Felix
Field June 16 to 20.

For the last eight years, the

camp has offered the children
from the base and surrounding
community a chance to hone
their soccer skills while develop-
ing fundamental skills needed to
play a team sport.

According to the
Challenger Sports Web site,
the camp will teach the techni-
cal, strategic, physical and psy-
chological requirements of

soccer at each age level while
it focuses on a child as an indi-
vidual and not as just as a play-
er on a team.

The camp coaches the chil-
dren needed soccer skills within a
border of character develop-
ment based on respect, responsi-
bility, integrity, leadership and
sportsmanship.

The camp hires certified
coaches from Great Britain to
come to the United States to
teach more than 100,000 chil-
dren across the country. The
British coaches will stay with
local families on the base or in
the community.

“It is a nice cultural exchange
for the kids,” said Joe Rosselli,
MCCS youth sports coordinator.
“Anyone interested in housing a
coach for that week also gets a
full rebate on the camp.”

Courtney Chambers, youth
sports program assistant, helped

touch,” said Bill Burkhart, a sen-
ior product specialist with the
company that designs the
Chameleon system.

The Chameleon is one of
three systems the Marine Corps is
using in counter insurgency and
counter IED warfare.

The Chameleon and Hunter
are vehicle mounted and the
Guardian, a device carried by
individual Marines, are all saving
lives.

“Marines are dying mostly
from IED’s,” said Lance Cpl. Jay
Stewart who deployed with the
battalion as a squad automatic
rifleman last year. “That number
has gone significantly down
because the CREW systems.”

The class presented Marines
with in-depth operational knowl-
edge of all three systems, fusing
technology with practical applica-
tion. They were given scenarios
and presented their solutions to
instructors based on the knowl-
edge learned from the class.
Marines learned preventive main-
tenance, power-up and power-
down procedures, and became
proficient in the deployment of

the systems.
“The (CREW) systems are an

offensive solution to a combat
problem,” stated Burkhart. “We
want Marines to be proficient
with their tactical application in
the War on Terror.”

Marines said they left the class
with a better grasp of the systems
that will save their lives in Iraq.

CREW, from A1
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See KIDS, A12
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 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time 
 Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of
Catholic Women (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9 a.m. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth
Grp.
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult
Group age 18-35, married or
single 
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)
HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff OObblliiggaattiioonn
MMaasssseess
12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall
CChhrriissttiiaann  SSeerrvviiccee

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*

Wed. Bible Study: 7 p.m.
PPrrootteessttaanntt  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship
LLaayy--LLeedd  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
BBaappttiisstt  SSeerrvviiccee CChhrriisstt
CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship

LLaayy--LLeedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship
MMiiddwweeeekk  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass

TTuueessddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell
5-7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(2nd Tues. of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st
Tuesday each Month

WWeeddnneessddaayy
VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in
the Prayer Room contact
Chaplain Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Praise & Worship
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/
Fellowship
7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible
Study
7 p.m. Praise & Worship
Service.

11sstt  TThhuurrssddaayy  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh
77  pp..mm.. KKnniigghhttss  ooff
CCoolluummbbuuss
LLeeggeenndd
*Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made
for Confessions, call 
830-6456 or 830-6646

FFaaiitthh  LLeessssoonnss  DDuurriinngg  LLuunncchh
A DVD series titled “Faith Lessons” on the Promised Land
Crossroads of the World 1 will be played every Thursday
from 12 to 1 p.m. in building 1651. If you have any questions,
please call 830-6187.

JJOOHHNN  SSNNOOWWDDEENN

Children practice dribbling and other needed soccer skills dur-
ing the Challenger Soccer Camp at Felix Field. The camp is for
children 3 to 16 years old and is open to the youth of the base
and community.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSCCOOTTTT  SSCCHHMMIIDDTT

The new course offers more
hands on and visual learning,
allowing Marines to “hear, see
and touch,” said Bill Burkhart, a
senior product specialist with
the company that designs the
Chameleon system.

Challenger Youth Soccer Camp
kicks its way into Combat Center
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 Plan 1B 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1284 Sq. Ft., Two-
 Car Garage. Starting at  $209,990

 800 760-8840
 (760) 369-5050
 Prices Start at $199,990

 Plan 2B 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1467 Sq. Ft., Two-
 Car Garage, Kitchen with Nook. Starting at
 $229,990

 Plan 3B 3 bedroom, 3 bath, (Loft guest suite) 
 1840 Sq. Ft., Two-Car Garage, Family Room. 
 Starting at
 $253,990

 STANDARD FEATURES STANDARD FEATURES

 • Single-Lever faucets
 • GE Deluxe Gas Range 
 with Glass Door, Clock 
 and Timer

 • GE Microwave Vent 
 Hood

 • GE Potscrubber 
 Dishwasher

 • High-Efficeincy (13 
 Seer) Air-Conditioner

 • Fireplace

 • Solid-Surface Kitchen 
 Counters

 • Concrete tile Roofs
 • Vinyl Dual-Glazed 
 Windows

 • Oversized Two-Car 
 Garage with a Roll-Up 
 Garage Door and 
 Automatic Opener

 • 9 Ft. Exterior Walls with 
 Volume Ceilings in Living 
 Areas

 Luxury Gated 55
 Community in Yucca Valley

 Low HOA’s 
 You Own the Land

 “No Better Place to Retire”
 Pool and Spa 

 Billiard Room 

 Gym 

 Meeting Room 

 RV  Parking Available

 CLUB HOUSE CLUB HOUSE

 Models located directly behind 
 Auto Zone, on Palm

America’s 9-1-1 force trains with local rescue service
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MARINE CORPS MOUN-
TAIN WARFARE TRAINING
CENTER BRIDGEPORT,
Calif. – As several dozen Marines
sit along a dusty mountain road, a
helicopter can be heard approach-
ing from the north.

The aircraft belongs to CalStar,

a non-profit rescue organization
operating eight bases throughout
Northern California, and was
headed toward the Marines’ loca-
tion to extract a mock casualty.

The exercise was conducted
May 30 as part of a refresher
course for the Mountain Warfare
Training Center’s School of
Mountain Warfare instructors.
They must each maintain their
certifications as instructors in

order to train their fellow
Marines.

“This is the first casualty evac-
uation exercise the Mountain
Warfare Training Center has done
in a long time,” said Michael
Teeuwen, MWTC range safety
officer and Gardnerville, Nev.,
native. “Basically, what we were
doing was establishing the base’s
casualty evacuation [Standard
Operating Procedure] working

with civilian air support while
training the mountain warfare
instructors.”

Dust kicked up all around the
area as the aircraft made its
descent. A marker placed in the
middle of the road designates a
landing zone. The pilot skillfully
landed the helicopter in the mid-
dle of the road.

The rotors slowed as the other
two members of the flight crew,
the flight nurses, quickly unloaded
a stretcher.

Approximately 50 feet from
the front of the aircraft, a Marine
waited patiently to be extracted by
the CalStar crew. They moved

quickly move him to the stretcher.
Once he was secure, the flight
nurses loaded him into the air-
craft with help from some of the
other Marines.

The crew took off quickly
after the casualty was loaded into
the aircraft. As the rest of the
instructors hiked off the moun-
tain, the helicopter landed at the
MWTC airfield to unload the
Marine it was carrying.

Once everyone was off the
mountain, the CalStar crew and
MWTC personnel met at the air-
field. The crew took time to

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Ted Langevin and Bryan Pond, CalStar flight nurses, secure a Marine posing as a casualty dur-
ing a casualty evacuation exercise at the Mountain Warfare Training Center May 30. The event
marked the first casualty evacuation exercise between MWTC and local civilian rescue services
in many years. The base’s goal is to conduct a quarterly exercise with CalStar to build a profes-
sional training relationship.

See RESCUE, A11
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Marines from the Mountain Warfare Training Center’s School of
Mountain Warfare work with CalStar flight nurses to load a
mock casualty onto a helicopter during a casualty evacuation
exercise May 30.



answer questions about their jobs
and their aircraft.

“Each aircraft has three per-
sonnel, a pilot, a primary flight
nurse and a secondary nurse,”
said Bryan Pond, CalStar flight
nurse. “The nurses are the
ones who take care of the
patient during transport. Once
we land on scene, the primary
nurse handles all the patient
care. If the patient is stable, we
can care for them in the back
of the aircraft on the way to
the hospital.

“We generally receive about
350 calls every year,” added the
South Lake Tahoe, Calif., native.
“Some [CalStar] bases receive as
many as 600 or more. Most of
our patients are trauma patients,
but we take them to the most
appropriate hospital, depending
on their injuries.”

Pond has been a CalStar flight
nurse for approximately eight
years. His crew operates a base in
South Lake Tahoe and is respon-
sible for the area within a 100-

mile radius.
Teeuwen said although this

was the first casualty evacuation
exercise MWTC has conducted
in a long time, they hope to make
it a regular event.

“Our goal is to conduct a
quarterly exercise with local res-
cue agencies,” he said. “We would
like to cooperate with the local
civilian agencies to build profes-
sional training relationships.

“The important thing is that

we have a casualty evacuation
plan in place, especially for the
type of environment we’re in,”
added Teeuwen. “That way, if
the real thing ever happens, it’ll
be like clockwork.”

MWTC and CalStar will con-
tinue to work together to sup-
port each other both in training
in during emergencies. More
information about CalStar can
be found at http://www.cal
star.org.

so it flew at top mast for the
remainder of the day.

After the ceremony conclud-
ed, Johnson thanked all the
Marines who participated and was
pleased with the noncommis-
sioned officers who were present.

“I’m impressed with the num-
ber of sergeants here,” said
Johnson.

Johnson said it would have
been easy for those NCOs who
volunteered to participate to pass
the responsibility off to junior
Marines and instead sleep in or go
to the beach.

Lorrison equated his work as
the NCOIC of the base funeral
detail to the Memorial Day salute.

“I joined the funeral detail
because it’s the kind of duty I always
imagined doing as a Marine,” said
Lorrison. “Participating in the
Memorial Day salute is just a natural
extension of that.”

Johnson also said the Combat
Center was one of the few instal-
lations that still honored the 21-
gun salute tradition.

“It’s not a big ceremony, but
for us it is something special,”
said Johnson. “It is remembering
those who made the ultimate
sacrifice.”
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The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the week prior to publi-
cation.  
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

‘‘0066  TTOOYYOOTTAA  TTAACCOOMMAA  22WWDD
PPRREERRUUNNNNEERR,, V6, Auto,

PW/PL, Tow Pkg. $21,000

Call Anytime 208-3098 ro

277-3447 6/4/08

22000055  3333''  GGRRAANNDD  JJUUNNCC--
TTIIOONN  HHIIGGHH  55TTHH  WWHHEEEELL
LLOOAADDEEDD!! 3 slideouts, 2 AC

units and much more. (760)

954-5103 or 219-2184. 6/4/08

22000011  XXLLHH  888833  HHAARRLLEEYY
DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN 6,400 miles.

Lots of extras. $4,500. Day

830-6958 Evening 760-369-

3019. 5/21/08

22000055  3377BBHHSSSS  3377''  Forest
River Salem Travel Trailer.
Only used once. 2 Bed-
rooms! Must See! ($18,500)
760-217-1314. 5/21/08

22000044  JJEEEEPP  WWRRAANNGGLLEERR  XX
SSPPRRTT 6 Cyl, 4 ltr, 5 spd,
4WD, hardtop (soft available)
new tires, no accidents, 53K,
Great shape. All maintenance
records. Kelly blue book,
$14,600-15,500. Asking 14K.
(559) 904-7326  5/14/08

22000022  FFLLSSTTCC  HHAARRLLEEYY--
DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN®® Heritage Softail
Classic, luxury blue with
stripe, under 4,400 miles.
Accessories included,
excellent condition. $14k Call
221-8831 5/14/08

11996644  CCHHEEVVYY  TTRRUUCCKK.. 400
small block, 700R4 trans.
Edlebrock intake, carb, head-
ers, flowmaster exhaust.
Less than 10K miles on
rebuilt eng/trans setup.
$6,500. Call Tom. (240) 256-
0545. 5/7/08

AATTVV  5500CCCC  KKAAZZUUMMAA  22000055
$400 OBO Call Chris at
(760) 362-5293  5/7/08

MMIISSCC..

BBOOWWFFLLEEXX  XXTTLL331100 - 310
pounds of resistance in the
bars. Very little use. $550
call (760) 219-2184 6/4/08

GGAARRAAGGEE  SSAALLEE  66//77  88--22
58718 Buena Vista Dr.,Yucca
Valley. Marble sink/counter for
bath. Stained Glass in sheets
many colors, some furniture,
records, collectible cards, lots
of decorative molding, Avon
products, etc. Questions?
call  Leslie 567-7921 6/4/08

TTAAKKAAMMIINNEE  GG  SSEERRIIEESS
AACC OO UU SS TT II CC // EE LL EE CC TT RR II CC
GGUUIITTAARR model
#EGC334SBC. $475/obo
call (760) 6/4/08

GGOOTT  BBEEEEFF!!    FFOORR  SSAALLEE
RREEGGIISSTTEERREEDD  AANNGGUUSS
CCOOWWSS,, PPIIGGSS  AANNDD  GGOOAATTSS..
Great 4H or FFA projects!
Call (760) 900-0147  6/4/08

CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIBBLLEE  MMEEMMOORRAA--

BBIILLIIAA  CCAARRDDSS  Baseball, foot-

ball & Star Trek cards at very

low prices. Many set and indi-

vidual players avail. Call

Stephen at 567-0400. 5/28/08

FFEEMMAALLEE  RROOOOMMMMAATTEE
WWAANNTTEEDD to share new 3
bedroom home with w/d
close to Joshua Tree Nat’l
Park. Available June 1.
$575/month. Security
deposit $750. (406) 370-
9736. 5/21/08

NNIINNTTEENNDDOO  WWIIII  numb
chucks, 2 controllers,
sports game. $210 OBO. A
savings of over $75. Call
Kris 880-6224 5/14/08

SSCCHHWWIINNNN  SSTTAATTIIOONNAARRYY
EEXXEERRCCIISSEE  BBIIKKEE,, like new,
hardly used. $150 OBO. 361-
1209. 5/7/08

JJOOSSHHUUAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS  SSCCHHOOOOLL
UUNNIIFFOORRMMSS.. Approx 12
medium (10-12) collared
shirts, and several size 8
trousers. Some never worn.
Make offer. Call Tom. (240)
256-0545. 5/7/08

SSCCHHWWIINNNN  OORRAANNGGEE  CCOOUUNN--
TTYY  CCHHOOPPPPEERRSS  SSTTIINNGG--RRAAYY
BBIIKKEESS (2) 20 inch (1 red, 1
blue) (1) 16 inc red $75 each
or OBO Call Chris at (760)
362-5293 5/7/08

 Local Auto Glass Specialist

 • In Shop Or Free Mobile Service
 • Home Or Business
 • Insurance Claims Welcome
 • Rock Chip Repair
 • The Auto Glass Experts

rrs TM 760-369-2122

 FREE
 PHONE

 QUOTES!

 We come to you  @  your convenience!
 56530 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 Mon. - Fri. 8-5 • Sat. by appt.

 Location–Location–Location &  Guest Quarters Extraordinaire
 2 bedroom, 2 bath main house 
 with adjoining guest quarters with 
 all the amenities on 1.42 equestrian 
 acres on a  PRIVATE CORNER LOT . 
 New European tile floors, carpet, 
 fireplace, woodstoves. Optional 3 
 car garage, gym, mudroom, photo 
 lab. All new interior. Over 2000 
 sq.ft. and much more. A must see!
 MLS#21124143

 9010 Hermosa Avenue, Yucca Valley

 Pat Cooper
 (760) 774-9951EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
REALTOR

®
 MLS

MEMORIAL, from A1
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Command Sgt. Maj. William Johnson shakes hands with members
of the firing party after they performed a 21-gun salute at the
Combat Center’s Lance Cpl. Torrey L. gray Field in honor of
Memorial Day May 26.

RESCUE, from A10
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set up the camp last year and was
able to witness the interaction
between the coaches and their
teams.

“The kids had a blast out
there,” said Chambers, a
Twentynine Palms, Calif.,
native. “Their knowledge of
soccer increased and the coach-
es gave homework assignments
[to the kids] to learn about their
countries.”

The children participating in
the camp will be split into differ-
ent teams depending on their age
and skill.

First Kicks, which is for chil-
dren 3 and 4 years old, teaches
players the basics of soccer
through fundamental activities,
games and soccer challenges.
Parents are encouraged to join
their children during the one-
hour practices.

Mini-soccer, which is for chil-
dren 4 to 6 years old, teaches skill
building activities. These prac-
tices are one-and-a-half hours a

day for five days.
The Web site also states that

mini-soccer provides children
with a variety of individual and
small group practices which
helps them learn and develop
the fundamental needs to play
soccer, such as dribbling, turn-
ing, stopping, passing and
shooting.

Half-day player developmental
camps is for ages 6 to 16 year olds
and places an emphasis on skill
development and mastery of core
techniques through individual
and small group practices, and
coached games.

Full day player development
camp is for children ages 8
through 16 and focuses on
game-related techniques, player
placement and has coached
games and scrimmages through-
out the day.

When the children sign up for
the camp, they will receive a soc-
cer ball, T-shirt and a week-long
instruction, said Rosselli.

To register a child for the soc-
cer camp, visit the Challenger

sport Web site at http://
www.chal lengersports.com.
Registration deadline is June 6.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Children stand on line waiting
to be instructed while practic-
ing last year during the
Challenger Soccer Camp at
Felix Field. The camp is for
children 3 to 16 years old and
is open to the youth of the
base and community.

KIDS, from A9

DDR joint event ever to be
held aboard the Combat
Center.

“We were asked by head-
quarters [DDR and SMP] to
put together a mutual event at
a joint conference in Miramar,
said Lessard. “Darius and
Xavisus just ran with the idea
of this talent show.”

Beth Ayash, DDR coordi-
nator, said the event was a
good way for service members
and their families to have fun
without involving themselves
with drugs and alcohol.

“We started planning for
this event back in October
of last year,” said Ayash.
“This event shows that you
don’t have to get involved in
drugs or alcohol to have fun.
We held this event on a holi-
day weekend at night for a
reason.”

The Combat Center’s SMP
and DDR plans to make the
talent show an annual event.

TALENT, from A5
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Mathew Fleek plays his bag-
pipes during the Single
Marine Program and Drug
Demand Reduction Talent
Show at the Combat Center’s
Sunset Cinema May 24.
Fleek came prepared for the
competition and took home
first place and a $500 grand
prize for his performance of a
Scottish march and the
Marines Hymn.


