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‘If my story can help...’ ~ See A9Some like it hot ~ See A3 Glide like an eagle ~ See B1 2009 season kicks off ~ See B1

CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

HAWTHORNE ARMY
AMMUNITION DEPOT,
Nev. – Marines and sailors of
Weapons Company, 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, departed Marine
Corps Mountain Warfare
Training Center Bridgeport,
Calif., Aug. 24 to conduct live
fire training exercises at the
Hawthorne Army Ammunition
Depot, Nev.

The company spent the
entire day Aug. 25 firing the
M-240B medium machine
gun, and the M-2 .50 cal-
iber and MK-19 heavy
machine guns.

“The Marines fired at tar-
gets anywhere from 900 to
2,000 meters away today,” said

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Matt
Carpenter, the battalion’s gun-
ner. “These weapons can
cover a lot of ground, and the
Marines should have a lot of
confidence in their abilities
after this training.”

Pfc. Christopher Bass, a
Tube-launched, Optically-
tracked, Wire-guided mis-
sile gunner with Weapons
Co., cross trained on the
M-240B and said it was
nice to get behind a
machine gun again.

“With a TOW you pretty
much aim and fire one
round, and that’s it,” said
Bass, a Slinger, Wis., native.
“I like firing machine guns
because they move around
a lot more and give you a

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Tessillo Nunez and Pfc. Eric Flaherty, a mortar team with Company E, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, launch a 60 mm lightweight mortar into the site where their
squad set up an ambush Tuesday night in the Combat Center’s Rainbow Canyon training area. The company inserted into Rainbow Canyon on CH-53 Super Stallion helicopters
and set up patrol bases where they launched security and reconnaissance patrols which culminated in live-fire night ambushes.

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

3/7 sends rounds down range at Hawthorne

See 3/7, A3

CCPPLL.. CCOORREEYY  AA.. BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Marines with 1st Tank Battalion bow their heads during a memorial service in honor
of Lance Cpl. Adam Lynch, a vehicle commander with 1st Tanks Headquarters and
Service Company, at the Combat Center’s Catholic Chapel Wednesday.

Pfc. Christopher Bass, a Tube-launched, Optically-tracked,
Wire-guided missile gunner with Weapons Company, 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, fires an M-240B medium
machine gun, during a live-fire training exercise at
Hawthorne Army Ammunition Depot, Nev., Aug. 25.

Night time is
the right time —
for an ambush
PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The ambush was set, the warm night air was
quiet and calm until the squad leader’s voice
pierced the silence. In an instant the silence was
obliterated and the darkness came to life as the
squads of Company E, 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment opened fire with their rifles,
machine guns and lightweight mortars–leaving
the ambush site in ruins.

The live-fire ambush exercise was the cul-
minating event for Co. E’s heliborne assault
operations Tuesday through Thursday to

train the company’s Marines and sailors in
night ambush and patrol tactics in the
Combat Center’s Rainbow Canyon training
area, said Capt. Zeb Philpott, the company’s
commander.

He added that Co. E was chosen as the hel-
icopter assault company for the battalion’s
upcoming deployment with the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit.

After two CH-53 Super Stallion helicop-
ters touched down at LZ Ripper, a landing
zone northeast of the Combat Center’s

See AMBUSH, A7

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  DD..  TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
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A memorial service honoring Lance Cpl. Adam
Lynch, a 22-year-old vehicle commander with
1st Tank Battalion’s Tube-Launched, Optically-
Tracked, Wire-guided Missile Platoon, was
attended by more than 200 friends, family
members and loved ones Wednesday at the
Combat Center’s Catholic Chapel.

Lynch, a native of Gardena, Calif., died
Aug. 19 due to medical complications result-
ing from physical training.

The ceremony started with the invocation
given by Navy Lt. Russell Hale, the 1st Tanks
chaplain, followed by the national anthem.
Lt. Col. Thomas Gordon, the commanding
officer of 1st Tanks, then addressed the con-
gregation and described Lynch as an invalu-
able Marine not only to his the shop, to the

lives of his fellow Marines as well.
While looking at Lynch’s family, Gordon

said “We will not forget your husband and
your son.”

After the commanding officer’s remarks,
Lynch’s platoon commander, 1st Lt. Scott
MacDonald stepped up and talked about how
impressed he was with Lynch’s leadership
skills and personal qualities. He said those
qualities led Lynch to become a vehicle chief
as a lance corporal – a billet normally reserved
for noncommissioned officers.

Cpl. Christopher Corley, a TOW gunner
with 1st Tanks’ Headquarters and Service
Company, and friend of Lynch, gave the
eulogy. Corley described Lynch as a great
father and well-rounded Marine.

“He was a good Marine and a good

1st Tanks remembers
their brother-in-arms

See MEMORIAL, A10



ACROSS
1. Meat stamp inits.
5. One of AA’s twelve
9. Shrimp or tuna dish
14.Work-order detail, for 

short
15.Be a snitch
16.Choreographer Tharp
17.“__ quote you on that?”
18.Rights org.
19.Stared lustfully at
20.Observation after a 

genetic engineering 
mishap?

23.Feels regret over
24.Risk a perjury charge
25.Sounds from a flock
28.Sound from a 

stockyard
30.Letter after epsilon
34.Wing it
35.Iranian’s tongue
37.“__cool!”
38.A family member’s duck

costume?
41.Clean air org.

42.Horizontal line on a 
graph

43.“Inferiority complex”
coiner Alfred

44.Thumbs-down votes
46.Loc. of the UN and 

MSG
47.Clown’s props
48.Top-left PC key
50.Go __ (tussle)
51.Pugilists’ post-fight 

embrace?
58.Astrological Scales
59.Word after “Ye”
60.Baseball’s “Sultan of

Swat”
62.Place to moor
63.Trot or canter
64.The Bionic Woman’s 

California hometown
65.Calvin with 12 PGA 

Tour wins
66.Princess born 

8/15/1950
67.Dimwit
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Observation Post

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private
firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or the
United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract with the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States government,
the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements,
does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing
of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicat-
ed are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public
Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during normal working hours
at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DOWN
1. Trojans’ school, for 

short
2. E-junk
3. “... which nobody can 

__”
4. Polluted precipitation
5. Puts on, as a play
6. Some Nasdaq stocks
7. “__ Enchanted”(Anne 

Hathaway movie)
8. “In addition ...”
9. Popular vodka, for short
10.Archie Bunker expletive
11.Grammy winner Lovett
12.One of the Baldwins
13.Florida’s Miami-

__county
21.Beat in the ring
22.Heed the dentist’s advice
25.When doubled, a 

German spa area
26.Parkinson’s treatment
27.Broncos legend John
28.Wild-eyed and crazy
29.They lack refinement

31.Tom of “The Seven 
Year Itch”

32.“Be silent,” musically
33.Weather Underground 

co-founder Bill
35.Super-attractive
36.Headed for overtime
39.1933-41 veep John __ 

Garner
40.Willow-to-Nome sled 

race
45.Not publicly known
47.Tampa neighbor,

familiarly
49.Participate in Disney 

on Ice
50.Introduce to the mix
51.Radar image
52.One of a limerick’s five
53.Up to the task
54.Lotus position activity
55.Pizazz
56.Stephen King’s scary St.

Bernard
57.List-ending abbr.
61.Chart-topper

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Petty Officer 3rd Class Erica
Murphy 
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Staff corpsman at the Robert
E. Bush Naval Hospital
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Check patients and gather
medial information on them prior to a
doctor’s exam.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  jjoobb??
“Patient interaction. When I can answer a
patient’s questions or point them in the
right direction so they don’t even need to
see a doctor, I feel like I did my job.”
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss:: Picking up
her current rank in June.
HHoobbbbiieess:: ““Reading, hanging out with friends, and talking to family.”
MMiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee:: Four years
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: A year-and-a-half
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[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA55]]

Hot Topics

CCAALLLL  FFOORR  AARRTTIISSTTSS

The Morongo Basin Transit
Authority has extended its “Call for
Artists” deadline to Sept. 16 to sub-
mit for submitting applications to
create a public art installation for the
Twentynine Palms Transit Center,
which is due to begin construction
this fall. The new open-air bus load-
ing and transfer station at the corner
of Adobe Road and Cactus Avenue
will feature desert landscaping,
shade trees, bus shelters, and walk-
ways, and will have a prominent area
for an outdoor public art installation
at the corner. For more information,
call Joe Meer at MBTA at 366-2986
or project coordinator Danny Chow
at 949-367-2850.

NNAAVVAALL  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL  OOFFFFEERRSS
SSPPOORRTTSS  PPHHYYSSIICCAALLSS

The Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital
here will be offering free sports
physicals on a walk-in, first come,
first serve basis to all military
dependents in school grades 7
through 12 on Saturday from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. To book a school or
sports physical appointment, call Dr.
Bidstrup on the appointment line at
830-2752. Contact the customer
relations officer at 830-2475 for
more information.

NNEEWW  RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  SSEERRVVIICCEE
AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

A new inter-denominational and tra-
ditional Protestant Christian wor-
ship service will be available on base
at Christ Chapel, every Sunday at
10:30 a.m. All are welcome.
Children’s church and child-care are
available. For more information,
please call 830-6464.

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

Sept. 4, 1813

The Marines of the USS Maine
assist in the victory over the British

ship HMS Boxer off the coast of
Maine during the War of 1812.

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22000099  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

Mr. Fleming,

I’d like to inform you of another choice
that is available to people who are look-
ing to purchase a motorcycle. It is called
the Can-Am Spyder. It is a trike with
three wheels: two in the front and a sin-
gle in the back.

At the age of 49, I have never owned
or operated a motorcycle. The Spyder
was the right vehicle at the right time. It
is a very stable vehicle. When I took my
test ride I felt comfortable and did not
feel intimidated.

I did not buy it to run with Ninjas,
Ducatis or other sport bikes. I like to get
out and cruise. With a 1000 cc V-Twin and 106 hp, it has plenty of get
up and go. When the  wind is blowing, I don’t have to fight to stay
upright riding down the highway.

There are currently two models available: a manual transmission
and a semi-automatic version, with a push button controller. I chose
the semi-automatic model. I have ridden it since April and it is a blast.

One more item – the Can-Am Spyder does not require a motorcy-
cle license in the State of California.

SSeemmppeerr  FFii,,
FFrraanncciissccoo  GGoommeezz

Another option to consider 

Semper Moto CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

COMBAT LOGISTICS BATTALION 7,
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY

“Filet mignon. It
is expensive

and I like it.”

STAFF SGT. JERRY RODGERS

1ST TANK BATTALION, MOTOR
TRANSPORTATION SECTION

“Spaghetti. It is deli-
cious.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST,
the Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

If you could live in any food what
would it be?

LANCE CPL. RICHARD SMITH

SGT. MATTHEW DOMBROWSKI

COMBAT LOGISTICS BATTALION 7, 
SUPPORT COMPANY

“Jell-O because it
would be like a

waterbed and I could
do what I want with it.”

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

School Liaison Question of the Week
QQuueessttiioonn:: What do I need to do if I want to
home school my child?
AAnnsswweerr:: Home schooling in California is only
legal if you have a certified teacher providing the
instruction. Otherwise, most “home schooled”
students are actually enrolled in a district, chapter,
or private school independent study program.

Here are a few links for home-based education programs in our local area:
1. Mojave River Academy: http://www.mojaveriver.net
2. MUSD ICEE Program: http://www.icee-morongousd-ca.schoolloop.com
3. California Virtual Academy: http://www.k12.com/cava

For more information, please contact 
smbplmsmccsschoolliaison@usmc.mil or call 830-1574.

FFrraanncciissccoo  GGoommeezz



lot more feedback.”
The Marines fired from

high and low angles of at
least 30 degrees, maximiz-
ing the efficiency of the
exercise, Carpenter said.

“Being high above or
well below a target makes it
harder to determine how far
away it is,” said Carpenter, a
Loysville, Penn., native. “On
flat ground you can use the
football field method to
determine how far away a
target is, but when you’re
firing from high or low, you
have to use other methods
to put rounds on target and
that’s what it’s all about.”

He said the mountain-
ous desert environment
Hawthorne provides is
crucial in giving Marines
the most realistic training
possible.

“This area, based on its
terrain, is an excellent site
for machine gunners to
train,” he said. “There are
only a few units in the
Marine Corps that have the
opportunity to train in an
area like this.”

The training was espe-
cially important to Cpl.
Omar Salazar, a former
administrative clerk, who
lateral moved into infantry
earlier this year.

“I’m taking a lot away
from this training, not only
from today but everything
we’ve been doing here and
in Bridgeport,” said Salazar,
a Rosemont, Calif., native.
“I’m just taking it all in and
learning as much as I can.”

MCMWTC personnel
also used the training to gath-
er data to possibly put
together a mountain machine
gunner’s course in the future.

The unit returned to
MCMWTC Aug. 26 and is
currently engaged in the
battalion’s final exercise.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors of
Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374 killed two birds
with one stone at the Combat
Center’s Expeditionary Air
Field from Aug. 24 to 28 by
receiving valuable training
while also providing a neces-
sity to fellow Marines.

The MWSS-374 Food
Services Office set up an
expeditionary kitchen called
the Field Food Service
System to feed fellow
MWSS-374 Marines, and
those from MWSS-372.

The kitchen was set up
in a white, portable shed
complete with heating
units, utensils and ovens.
The FFSS allows food to
be prepared fresh on-site
instead of having it trans-
ported from one location
to another.

Gunnery Sgt. Cocheta
L. Cavers, the MWSS-374
mess chief, said the over-
all mission of the FFSS

was to provide the best
quality of food possible to
Marines training in a field
environment.

MWSS-374 is at the EAF
preparing for the Weapons
and Tactics Instructors
Course at Marine Corps Air
Station Yuma, Ariz., where
they are scheduled to train
from Sept. 21 to the first
week of November along
side a squadron they will
deploy with later this year.
Cavers said the FSO group
expects to feed at least 500
Marines and sailors twice a
day for the month-and-a-
half course.

“My Marines work very
hard,” said Cavers, a
Brooklyn, N.Y., native.
“They provide restaurant-
quality food and the best
service they can. Food is
morale out here.”

Lance Cpl. Nicole
Yager, an administrative
clerk with MWSS-374, said
having something as simple

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 44,,  22000099 AA33

800.827.2946 � www.FantasySpringsResort.com

Exit I-10 at Golf Center Parkway

Don’t Miss it!
TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE

SAT., SEPT. 12, 8PM

WITH A TRIBUTE IN

A special section to be placed 
in the Hi-Desert Star, The Desert Trail and Observation Post for Veterans Day 2009

Hi-Desert Publishing Co. welcomes stories, photos and
memorabilia about you, your spouse or family mem-

bers who served in the military in wartime or in peace

Please send stories, photo-
graphs and memorabilia to:

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Military Memories
P.O. Box 159
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

You may bring submissions 
to The Desert Trail office, 6396
Adobe Road, Twentynine Palms,
or the Hi-Desert Star office at 
56445 Twentynine Palms Highway,
Yucca Valley or e-mail them to 
osullivan@deserttrail.com. If you
have questions or need help writing
your story, call Kelly O’Sullivan at
(760) 367-3577.

Submission Deadline: Sept. 30

Photographs courtesy of the Library of Congress

 In 29 Palms next to Curves

 361-7998

 JEWELRY
 The largest inventory of fine jewelry in the 

 Morongo Basin with the best prices—
 even the PX Come and see for yourself.

 Jewelry  R epair • Watch Batteries • Ring Sizing
 Rhodium Plating • Cleaning & Polishing

 “Where you’re treated like a frien d  ”

 56410 29 Palm s H w y., 
 Yu cca Valley, C A
 (7 60) 365-37 00

 Full Service Salon

Food service Marines serve hot
food, increase morale during training

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Pfc. Ronal Pacheco, an engineer equipment operator with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374, serves food to fellow
squadron Marines from inside the Field Food Service System at Camp Wilson Aug. 27.See CHOW, A5

3/7, from A1

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Marines with Weapons Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, fire the M-2 .50 caliber heavy
machine gun during a live-fire training exercise at the
Hawthorne Army Ammunition Depot, Nev., Aug. 25. The
unit traveled to Hawthorne from MCMWTC, to conduct
operations as part of the mountain warfare training evo-
lution the battalion is taking part in at MWTC.

Whatever you’re looking
for, you can find it in the

Observation Post
Classified section

Did you know?

If you are active
duty, retired
military or a

family member,
you can place a
FREE ad in our

Combat 
Center 

Trader Ads
See page AA99  for details

and limitations 
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 58325 TWENTYNINE PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY
 MILITARY

 DISCOUNTS
 W/ID

 HURRY
 SALE ENDS

 9/15/09

 SPECTACULAR SUMMER SPECTACULAR SUMMER SPECTACULAR SUMMER

 BLOWOUT!! BLOWOUT!! BLOWOUT!!
 760.365.6311

 2008 YZ 250  #29197 2008 YZ 250  #29197 2008 YZ 250  #29197

 $4,195 $4,195 $4,195
 2008 SUZUKI  #01820 2008 SUZUKI  #01820 2008 SUZUKI  #01820

 $3,999 $3,999 $3,999
 2007 CBR 600 RR  #08991 2007 CBR 600 RR  #08991 2007 CBR 600 RR  #08991

 $7,350 $7,350 $7,350
 2007 YZF R65  #07480 2007 YZF R65  #07480 2007 YZF R65  #07480

 $5,825 $5,825 $5,825
 2009 RUCKUS  #02099 2009 RUCKUS  #02099 2009 RUCKUS  #02099

 $2,600  O.T.D. $2,600  O.T.D. $2,600  O.T.D.

 2005 BN 125  #11713 2005 BN 125  #11713 2005 BN 125  #11713

 $2,150 $2,150 $2,150
 2006 CBR 600 RR  #02888 2006 CBR 600 RR  #02888 2006 CBR 600 RR  #02888

 $6,775 $6,775 $6,775
 2007 CB 900  #00069 2007 CB 900  #00069 2007 CB 900  #00069

 $6,380 $6,380 $6,380
 2008 2X6R  #10982 2008 2X6R  #10982 2008 2X6R  #10982

 $6,950 $6,950 $6,950
 2007 UZR 1800  #00025 2007 UZR 1800  #00025 2007 UZR 1800  #00025

 $10,995 $10,995 $10,995

 2006 Y2FR1  #000458 2006 Y2FR1  #000458 2006 Y2FR1  #000458

 $7,499 $7,499 $7,499
 2008 DR2 70  #00103 2008 DR2 70  #00103 2008 DR2 70  #00103

 $1,500   O.T.D. $1,500   O.T.D. $1,500   O.T.D.

 2008 SU 650  #01398 2008 SU 650  #01398 2008 SU 650  #01398

 $5,175 $5,175 $5,175
 2008 RM2  #01467 2008 RM2  #01467 2008 RM2  #01467

 $6,300 $6,300 $6,300
 2008 YZ 450 F  #35871 2008 YZ 450 F  #35871 2008 YZ 450 F  #35871

 $5,800   O.T.D. $5,800   O.T.D. $5,800   O.T.D.

 2008 KLX 140 L  #00202 2008 KLX 140 L  #00202 2008 KLX 140 L  #00202

 $3,000   O.T.D. $3,000   O.T.D. $3,000   O.T.D.
 2007 YFZ 450  #21766 2007 YFZ 450  #21766 2007 YFZ 450  #21766

 $4,499 $4,499 $4,499
 RHINO’S AS LOW AS RHINO’S AS LOW AS RHINO’S AS LOW AS
 $8,000  1 AT THIS PRICE $8,000  1 AT THIS PRICE $8,000  1 AT THIS PRICE

 2009 YZFR6  #02057 2009 YZFR6  #02057 2009 YZFR6  #02057

 $10,999 $10,999 $10,999
 2007 LTR 450  #06333 2007 LTR 450  #06333 2007 LTR 450  #06333

 $5,999   O.T.D. $5,999   O.T.D. $5,999   O.T.D.

 Sale price does not include tax, license, doc preparation, CA recycle fee. Sale price includes any a pplicable consumer rebates. Prices listed are for cash or standard finance deals, on approved credit . No other promotions apply. Always wear a USCG-approved personal flotation device, 
 eyewear, and other appropriate safety apparel. Never ride under the influence of drugs or alcohol. W e apologize for any errors and reserve the right to correct them. We are not obligated to sell items  at mismarked prices. Picture shown may be different than model listed. 

 MILITARY DISCOUNT

 10% OFF ALL RIDING GEAR
 IN STOCK ONLY

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. KKEELLSSEEYY  JJ.. GGRREEEENN

Cpl. Thomas R. Hammond, a member of the Combat Center’s Provost Marshal’s
Office Special Reaction Team, fires an M-40A1 sniper rifle with the help of Sgt.
Gordon J. Moreau, an SRT team leader, during an unknown distance training
exercise at Combat Center Range 1A Aug. 21.

Special Reaction Team scopes
out unknown distance training



as hot chow twice a day
made a difference in her
daily performance.

“Food is a great moti-
vator to work hard,” said
the Muskegon, Mich.,
native.

Staff Sgt. Korey Evans,
the squadron’s communica-
tion wire chief, agreed.

“Hot chow always tastes
better,” said the Detroit
native. “MREs [Meals
Ready to Eat] just don’t do
much for you sometimes
when you’re in the field.
It’s definitely a morale
booster.”

Cavers said it’s gratifying
for her and her Marines to
continue providing quality
service when they get as
much positive feedback
from their Marine con-
sumers as they do.

“It’s nice hearing
Marines say ‘thank you’ and
‘that was delicious chow’ or
asking what’s on the menu
for today,” Cavers said. “We
love getting the feedback.”

Gunnery Sgt. David
Winners, the MWSS-374
Engineer Company first
sergeant, returned to the
FFSS window for seconds
and said even in the sum-
mer heat of Twentynine
Palms, hot chow still hits
the spot for him.

“I don’t care if it’s 30
degrees or 100 degrees,” said
Winners, a Forest Hill, La.,
native. “Hot chow is satisfy-
ing no matter what.”

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 44,,  22000099 AA55

Got a computer? Stereo? TV? If your apartment is burglarized or there’s 
a fl ood or other disaster, your landlord’s insurance won’t help you. 
USAA will. USAA renters insurance gives you replacement value for your 
possessions — plus it provides identity theft coverage to clear your record 
and even covers items in your car. All for as little as $10 a month.1 

BETTER INSURANCE BEGINS NOW

800-563-8904  |  usaa.com/renters

1Countrywide average price for policyholders who have $2,500 personal property coverage, $100,000 liability coverage, and $5,000 medical payments 
coverage as of February 2008. Rates vary by location and risk. Rates are subject to change.
Eligibility restrictions apply to purchase of property and casualty insurance. Eligibility may change based on factors such as marital status, rank or military 
status. Applicants must meet underwriting guidelines. 
Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity 
Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, USAA County Mutual Insurance Company, USAA Texas Lloyd’s Company, San Antonio, TX, and 
is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. Each company has sole fi nancial responsibility for its own products. iPod is a registered 
trademark of Apple, Inc. © 2009 USAA. 92095-0809

USAA COVERS YOU.
FROM YOUR iPOD® 
TO YOUR ID.

TRY USAA INSURANCE.
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CHOW, from A3

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Gunnery Sgt. Cocheta L. Cavers, the Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 mess chief, serves up shredded beef to
Marines and sailors from inside the Field Food Service System at Camp Wilson Aug. 27. The FFSS was set up for the
week to serve hot food to squadron Marines training there.

TRICARE tjo automate Prime enrollment fees
TTIIFFFFAANNYY  AANNDDEERRSSOONN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

Currently paying TRICARE
Prime enrollment fees?
Read on, because you’ll
soon be required to change
the way you make those
payments.

As early as 2010, TRI-
CARE Prime beneficiaries
who pay enrollment fees
will be required to make
their payments electronical-
ly. When these changes
become effective, check
payments will only be
accepted to ensure the first

payment is made while your
electronic payments are
established.

By making the change
now, you can avoid disenroll-
ment because of a late pay-
ment, track payment history
online at anytime and start
spending time where it mat-
ters most.

Options to begin automat-
ing your electronic payments
today are allotment from the
sponsor’s retired military pay,
and electronic funds transfer
from your financial institu-
tion established directly to
TriWest.

Already making your
TRICARE Prime enroll-
ment fee payments elec-
tronically? No action is
required unless you are
signed up for your bank’s
online bill pay. This may
mean a physical check is cut
from your bank and mailed
to TriWest. To be compliant
for TRICARE’s electronic
requirement, you would
need to redirect the EFT
directly to TriWest, follow-
ing a few simple steps.

Luckily, it’s easy to register
and get started. To begin, sim-
ply log on to http://www.tri-

west.com/epay and choose
either option:
OOnnlliinnee::

Registered users can log on
to www.triwest.com. Non-
registered users can create an
account at www.triwest.com
and receive a password within
minutes. Click on "Make a
Payment" and provide the
information required for your
payment option.
BByy  mmaaiill::

Go to www.triwest.com
and select “Find A Form”
from the Quick Links section
to download and print an allot-
ment or EFT form. Complete

the form, sign and mail it with
your initial fee payment to:
TriWest Healthcare
Alliance Corp.
P.O. Box 43590
Phoenix, AZ 85080-3590

If you relocate to another
TRICARE region, you’ll want
to follow similar steps with
the TRICARE contractor for
that region, as all regional
TRICARE contractors will
be required to implement this

change on behalf of the
Department of Defense.

Learn more about mak-
ing your electronic pay-
ments by logging on to
www.triwest.com/epay or
calling 1-888-TRIWEST
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. A
representative will answer
any questions about
online registration or help
you to establish an elec-
tronic fee payment.

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 Lucy Baker
 29 Palms

 Every farmer is a tough minded optimist. 
 Farmers work long hours every day, they work 
 hard every day, always in anticipation of 
 excellent results.  When good results are 
 achieved, farmers enjoy great satisfaction and 
 sometimes even delight in the 
 accomplishments of their tireless efforts.
 That’s why I enjoy visiting the Joshua Tree 
 Certified Farmers’ Market.  All the many 
 vendors are happy and they show it. They are 
 proud of their accomplishments and enjoy 
 showing and sharing their wares with the many 
 visitors who stroll the spacious and cheerful 
 market.
 The entire market just exudes happiness, joy, a 
 spirit of optimism, and a love of life and of all 
 God’s creation.
 The proprietor of the market is my friend Lori 
 Herbel. Lori is real. She is honest, fair, out-
 spoken, and caring in every aspect of her 
 personal and public life. She has true love of all 
 God’s creation and is a strong advocate of 
 sustainable growth, the preservation of the 
 night sky, nature’s plants, wild life, and an effort 
 to maintain the rural character of her home 
 town.
 Lori is a dedicated member of the Yucca Valley 
 Town Council and also serves on the board of 
 the MBTA and the Mojave Desert Air Quality 
 Management District.
 You should know that Lori was a farmer for 15 
 years. During those years, she was a vendor at 
 more than 2,300 markets, sometimes three or 
 four a week.
 Lori feels called to use her knowledge and 
 abilities to serve God and her community.  She 
 tries to follow the advice the Apostle Paul gave 
 young Timothy “Study to show thyself 
 approved, a workman that needth not be 
 ashamed.”



Marine Corps’ official Web
site, MARADMIN 458/09
does not limit Marines’
access to social networking
sites. Rather, it clarifies
terminology and provides
an official process to
request a waiver to access
social media from the
Marine Corps Enterprise
Network systems.

The official response
goes on to state that
numerous commands cur-
rently access social media
through other internet
service providers, and that
the Marine Corps recog-
nizes the benefits of social
networking sites.

“Social media is impor-
tant to every Marine and
sailor out there,” said
Flores. “When you are a
long way from home, your
family is on your mind.
These days, Marines are
used to communicating
with Facebook and
MySpace, and when they

11SSTT  LLTT..  CCAALLEEBB  DD..  EEAAMMEESS
MARINE CORPS LOGISTICS BASE ALBANY

MARINE CORPS LOGIS-
TICS BASE ALBANY, Ga. —
The recently-released Marine
Administrative Message 458/09
caused some to ask questions
about how to properly use the
social media sites that have
become a popular way to com-
municate. Many Marines use
social networking as a quick and
easy way to maintain contact
with family and friends, especial-

ly while away from home.
“For those with families,

being away from their
spouse and kids for a long
period of time is difficult,
and having social media to
communicate is a real morale
boost,” said Capt. Victor
Flores, deputy director,
Logistics Support Division,
Marine Corps Logistics Base
Albany. “My daughter was
born while I was deployed to
Iraq, and the only way I
could see her was through
the webcam.”

According to the Marine
Corps’ official response on
social media from the
Division of Public Affairs,
Headquarters Marine Corps,
which was posted on the

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Our campaign theme this
year is “I can . . . now more
than ever,” which truly cap-
tures what the Combined
Federal Campaign is all about.
Each and every one of us can
make a difference in the
world, the community or in
another person’s life by giving
to a charity. Our contribu-
tions to CFC agencies can
mean meals for hungry chil-
dren, counseling for families
in crisis or funds for
researchers seeking to elimi-
nate life-threatening diseases.
They can provide relief to the
families of our nation’s serv-
ice men and women, offer
scholarships to deserving stu-
dents or give comfort to
someone recovering from a
disabling accident. Regardless
who receives your gift, it will
make a dramatic difference in
someone’s life.

As federal employees, we
have a unique opportunity to
contribute to hundreds of
charities through payroll
deduction. The Combined
Federal Campaign is our
opportunity as federal
employees to rally together
and show the nation and our
community we care and we

really can make a difference in
someone’s life.

Last year, federal employ-
ees in the Coachella Valley
and Twentynine Palms areas
raised more than $275,000
for CFC charities. Thank
you. Please continue to give
generously. It only takes a

few moments to complete
your pledge form. Live up
to the theme of this cam-
paign – it’s your world, your
choice to participate and
join your fellow federal
employees in showing the
world you care. Please
choose to make a difference.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of 

 God will never 

 take you where 

 the grace of

 God will not 

 protect you . ”

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en

a 
Vi

st
a

 HW
Y 

62

 ★

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Lucky Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 New Beginning 
 Community Church

 Pastor Lynn Gary Thompson
 Christ Centered Church

 Sunday School - 9:30 am Adult & Youth
 Worship Service - 10:30 am

 Music & Fun - 6:00 pm
 55922 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 760-910-5261

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

NNAAMMEE UUNNIITT PPHHOONNEE  EE--MMAAIILL
Capt. Stephen Kelley HQBN 830-7083 stephen.kelley@usmc.mil
Niki Mcbain MCCS 830-8106 jennifer.mcbain@usmc.mil
Master Gunnery Sgt. Ronald Mercer MCTOG 830-3494 ronald.mercer@usmc.mil
Warrant Officer Brian Walker MVSD 830-1786 brian.walker@usmc.mil
1st Lt. Kasisi Harris MCCES 830-1092 kasisi.harris@usmc.mil
Capt. Ethan Astor 7th Marines 830-5800 ethan.astor@usmc.mil
2nd Lt. Kevin Canning 2/7 830-8400 kevin.canning@usmc.mil
1st Lt. Daniel Kirkman 3/4 830-3550 daniel.kirkman@usmc.mil
Capt. Jayson Welihan 1st Tank Bn 830-7397 jayson.welihan@usmc.mil
Gunnery Sgt. Robert Kruppe 3/11 830-7969 robert.kruppe@usmc.mil
2nd Lt. Cody Denton 3rd AAB 830-7196 cody.denton@usmc.mil
1st Lt. Justine Whipple CLB-7 830-1902 justine.whipple@usmc.mil
Master Sgt. Shawn Tate MWSS-374 830-5074 shawn.tate@usmc.mil
Staff Sgt. Brad Alston VMU-1 830-6034 brad.alston@usmc.mil
1st Lt. David Thomas II VMU-3 830-9372 david.thomas2@usmc.mil
Lt. Cmdr. Gloria Garner NHTP 830-2135 gloria.garner@med.navy.mil
Petty Officer 2nd Class Tysen Klafke 23rd Dental Co. 830-7054 tysen.klafke@usmc.mil
1st Sgt. Brian O'Toole Co. D, 4th Tanks 830-0968 brian.otoole.@usmc.mil
Gunnery Sgt. Marco Lozano 3rd CEB 830-7585 marco.lozano@usmc.mil
Allen Hyde G-1 Adjutant 830-7426 allen.hyde@usmc.mil

MMaajj.. GGeenn.. CChhaarrlleess  MM.. GGuurrggaannuuss
MAGTFTC/MCAGCC Commanding General 

(current official command photo not available at press time)

CFC message from the CG

Marines encouraged to use
social media appropriately

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Marines with questions about the proper useage of social Web sites should know that
Marine Administrative Message 458/09 does not limit Marines’ access to social net-
working sites on personal computers. Rather, it clarifies terminology and provides an
official process to request a waiver to access social media from the Marine Corps
Enterprise Network systems used in the workplace.

See SOCIAL, A7



mainside, scores of Marines
and sailors with Co. E
swarmed aboard to assault in
Rainbow Canyon.

Before the helicopters
loaded with the company’s
warriors landed, four AH-1
Super Cobra attack helicopters
prepared the landing zone and
destroyed targets with Tube-
launched, Optically-tracked,
Wire-guided missiles and
machine gun fire.

As the Super Stallions
landed, their crew members
sprayed .50 caliber machine
gun fire from both sides of
the aircraft to further deter
possible “enemy” combatants
from attacking.

Co. E departed the aircraft
and quickly moved to set up
180 degree defensive positions
around the aircraft.

As each of the four waves
of helicopters and troops
unloaded, the leathernecks
pushed into blocking positions
then hiked to three patrol bases
and a combat operations cen-
ter, relying only on land naviga-
tion skills. From there, they
“dug in” by setting up three
defensive positions and sent
out local security patrols, said
Sgt. John Mills, 1st Squad
leader for 3rd Platoon, and
Orlando, Fla., native.

“The local security patrols
help to make sure there are no
enemies running around in the
area we’re trying to set up a
defense,” he said. “They help
us know what kind of resist-
ance we’re looking at.”

After the defensive posi-
tions were set and the local
area scoped out, four squads
sent reconnaissance patrols
out before dark to observe the
ambush site they would assault
separately with squad-sized
elements that night.

As each squad leader per-
sonally decided how they
were going to ambush the
enemy position, they waited
for the sun to set over the
desert mountains. In the
down-time, the Marines
cleaned weapons and ensured
they remained hydrated.

Once darkness fell, the
four squads each patrolled to
the ambush site, and swiftly
and silently got into attack
positions.

The individual squads wait-
ed for the command to fire
from their respective squad
leaders, and upon receiving the
command, each squad
destroyed their targets.

The pattern of recon
patrols during the day and
ambushes at night continued
for the remaining squads
through Wednesday night.

Thursday the platoon sergeants
and commanders patrolled to
find suitable landing zones for
the extractions in the evening.

“Overall, the training is
going great,” said Philpott on
Wednesday. “It was hard to get
things rolling, but for the first
time half of the company has
ever been on a helo – things
are coming along well.”

Not only is the heliborne
aspect of the training new to
some of the company, but
doing a live-fire ambush at
night is a unique experience as
well, added the Missoula,
Mont., native.

With new experiences,
comes new knowledge, which
is what Lance Cpl. James
Grimes, the machine gun sec-
tion leader with 1st Platoon,
stressed during the excersise.
He said anytime he goes to the

field, he has a new opportunity
to learn something.

“No matter what happens,
there is always some good
knowledge I can pull from
training,” said the Castro
Valley, Calif., native. “At the
very least, I can hone up some
old skills.”

Lance Cpl. Matt Owens,
the radio operator for 2nd
Squad, 1st Platoon and
Bismarck, Ill., native agreed,
saying no matter how experi-
enced an infantryman is, he
will always be able to learn
something new or perfect
something he already knows.

Co. E will continue to
rehearse heliborne assaults,
patrolling techniques and
ambush skills to prepare for
their upcoming deployment
to Southeastern Asia with the
31st MEU.

can access their accounts
while away from family, it
makes a difference in their
combat readiness.”

In fact, Marine Corps
News utilizes Twitter to keep
followers informed about
happenings within the Marine
Corps, and MarinesTV has a
dedicated YouTube channel.

“Even before this message,
sites such as YouTube,
Facebook, MySpace and
Twitter could not be accessed
by Marines using the Marine
Corps Enterprise Network in
accordance with Marine
Corps and Department of the
Navy policies,” according to
the official response. Reasons
for the general prohibition on
system networks include high
risk for viruses and malicious
intent, as well as the fact that
certain social media use a
great deal of bandwidth that

may detract from mission-
related functions.

Despite the regulations on
the Marine Corps’ networks,
“Marines are not prohibited
from accessing any social
media sites from their person-
al computers during their off-
time,” the official response
continued. “Marines are
encouraged to tell their stories
on social networking sites.”

According to the Marine
Corps’ Web site, other units

that utilize social media
include the Marine Corps’
New York City Public Affairs
Office, the 1st Marine
Logistics Group, the 11th and
24th Marine Expeditionary
Units, and the Combined Task
Force Talisman Saber.

“Marines also need to
know that they represent
their organization at all times,
even through social media,
and that operational security
should always be remem-

bered when posting informa-
tion online,” said Colie
Young, deputy public affairs
officer, Public Affairs Office,
Operations and Training
Division, MCLB Albany.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 44,,  22000099 AA77

Saturday September 5
11a.m. until 7p.m.

Adults: $10 
 Age 20 and Under $5.00

Under 5 - FREE

MENGHINI WINERY
1150 Julian Orchards Drive

Julian, CA.www.julianca.com

Sponsored By
San Diego Gas and Electric

Julian News
-

Live Music by
Roman Holiday

Over 2 
Tons of 

 JOSHUA TREE’S STUNNING
 MULTI-PURPOSE EVENT CENTER!

 • WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS
 • PARTIES • MUSIC GIGS

 • ART SHOWS • OPEN MIC NITES
 • CATERED EVENTS • MEETINGS

 WEDDING PACKAGES AVAILABLE!
 JOSHUETREEBUSINESSCENTER.COM

 CALL STEVE FOR BOOKINGS (760) 902-9366

SOCIAL, from A7

AMBUSH, from A1

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

First Lt. George Fenton, the executive officer of Co. E,
2/7, hikes toward the company’s combat operations cen-
ter after flying to the Combat Center’s Rainbow Canyon
Training Area Tuesday.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Herman Prieto, a mortarman with Company E, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, cautiously maneuvers his way down a hill toward the company’s combat
operations center Tuesday, after hiking nearly two kilometers from where he was
dropped off by a CH-53 Super Stallion in the Combat Center’s Rainbow Canyon.
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 Dean DeMorrow, 
 Certified  Gemologist/Jeweler

 Layaway Now for Christmas!
 Minimum 25% down & payments once a month

 Up to 50% off certain items
 Why pay interest on Quality Jewelry when 
 you can put it on layaway with no interest?

 Tues. - Fri. 10-6 Sat. 10-3

 367-7185
 73501 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms

 Parking in the Rear
 Corner of Tamarisk & Hwy 62

 DeMorrow’s 
 Jewelry & Repair

 Military 
 Discounts

 for all Service 
 Members

 “Remember, 
 everyone that 

 comes in is 
 treated not just 
 like a customer, 
 but a friend,”

 Dean



PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Traveling through the air-
port one day nearly five
years ago, Dr. Jack
“Blackjack” Matthews, a
retired Marine Corps lieu-
tenant colonel, was stopped
by a lance corporal wearing
his Service A uniform who
said, “Thank you, your story
really helped me out.”

Matthews recalled many
moments like this as the rea-
son he travels around the
Marine Corps, and speaks to
service members about his
battle with alcohol and his
recovery.

Matthews spoke to
Combat Center Marines and
sailors Aug. 24 and 25 at the
Sunset Cinema in hopes his
story could help another fel-
low Marine start on the road
to recovery.

Matthews said he has
spent the last 13 years trav-
eling everywhere from
Okinawa to North Carolina
and has told his story to
approximately 300,000
Marines. He plans to con-
tinue to speak anywhere he
is invited.

Matthews opened his
talks  by telling personal
stories of how his drinking
got him in trouble in his
personal life and profes-
sional career.

He spoke of a time when
he was a first lieutenant and
got “blackout” drunk in a
hospital after being wound-
ed in Vietnam. How he told

visiting retired Marine
Corps Gen. Harry Schmidt,
the commanding general of
4th Marine Division during
the World War II island
hopping campaign in the
Pacific, he didn’t think the
landing on Iwo Jima was
handled correctly.

After Matthews was told
about the comments he
made by the admiral in
charge of the hospital the
next day, Matthews revealed
he knew little about the actu-
al invasion on Iwo Jima.

Throughout his story,
Matthews told how he
slowly lost control of his
life, how knew he couldn’t
drink anymore, yet was
unable to go a single day
without a drink.

That vicious cycle is why
he and alcoholics like him
keep drinking for so long

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 44,,  22000099 AA99

The deadline for submit-
ting Trader ads is noon
Wednesday, for the
upcoming Friday’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000011  DDOODDGGEE  DDUURRAANNGGOO.. 119,000
miles, new brakes, DVD stereo sys-
tem, runs strong. $5,000. 266-1193.
8/28/09

22000022  3322--FFOOOOTT  FFIIFFTTHH  WWHHEEEELL..
$10,500. 1 superslide and 1 bed-
room slide. Immaculate shape,
sleeps 4, 2 TV’s, stereo,
microwave, oven, dining table and
chairs. 2 rockers. Located on lemon
lot on base, call Bo 819-1677.
8/14/09

22000066  YYAAMMAAHHAA  RRAAPPTTOORR.. White and
grey. Five speed with auto reverse.
Low hours. Looks great. $3,500. Call
Tammy 285-1603. 7/24/09 

11999977  WWHHIITTEE  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM  11550000
CCLLUUBB  CCAABB.. 2-Door, 4x4 with a 6”
suspension superlift, 35” off-road
oversized tires and a paging truck
alarm. Many more extras. Asking
$8,000 OBO. (cell) 819-3578 or
(home) 367-5443. 7/10/09

22000000  HHOONNDDAA  CCBBRR  992299RRRR.. 7,500
miles, mint condition, never dropped.
After market exhaust. $6,000 OBO.
(732) 996-1652. 6/24/09

99”” FFOORRDD  TTRRUUCCKK  RREEAARR  EENNDD
PPOOSSII.. 3:55 gears/Howe disc
brakes, new pads, 5 lug with leaf
springs. $650. 910-1068. 6/12/09

MMIISSCC..                                                           __________          

SSNNCCOO  EEVVEENNIINNGG  MMEESSSS  DDRREESSSS
WWIITTHH  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT..
CCHHEEVVRROONNSS  4422RR.. Trousers 34, all
accessories included. Like new;
worn only twice 1/2 price $400
OBO. Blues jacket 41R anodized
buttons. Two trousers one
33R/30L. $50 for all three. Call
208-899-3021. 9/4/09

SSEEAARRSS  KKEENNMMOORREE  RREEFFRRIIGGEERRAA--
TTOORR.. 2001 white. $300. 369-7306.
9/4/09

BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT  CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT..
Oak finish. 4 glass doors, silver-
ware drawer, storage below, and
glass shelves. Excellent condition.
$300. 32” TV in entertainment cab-
inet $50. Oak veneer coffee table
on casters $15. Leave message
567-7921. 8/14/09

FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  CCAARRDD  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN..
Many heroes, many teams. Will sell
individual cards or sets or entire col-
lection. Call at 567-7921. 8/14/09

WWAANNTTEEDD--PPIISSTTOOLL.. 45 Caliber, mil-
itary. 367-6030. 8/14/09

PPUURREE  SSIILLVVEERR  MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS
CCOOIINN  SSEETT.. 35 years old. Asking
only $1,000. Marine Corps chal-
lenge coins, different prices.
Olympic coins. Large entertain-
ment center. Oak. Must sell. $100.
367-6030. 8/7/09

1177  AAQQUUAARRIIUUMM  FFIISSHH  FFRREEEE.. Portable
closets still in box $150, Twin captain
beds $150 each. Call Tammy 285-
1603. 7/3/09

 BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED TURNKEY 
 29 PALMS HOME

 $115,000
 0 DOWN / 0 CLOSING COSTS

 0 MOVES YOU IN
 3 BEDROOMS/2BATHS • CHOCOLATE DROP AREA

 • New Kitchen with New Stainless Steel Appliances: 
 Frig./Stove/Dishwasher/Microwave

 • New Bathrooms, Inside Laundry Room
 •New Electrical, New Roof, New Plumbing,

 • New Furnace, New Septic, New Swamp Cooler, New, New, New!
 • New Tile Floors Throughout

 • New Carpet in Bedrooms, Ceiling Fans In All Rooms!

 Your Monthly Rent Pays The Mortgage!
 Jon Mohler

 760-272-9189

 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626
 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms

 Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop 
 You Pick Be  You Pick Be  You Pick Be 

 Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident!

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Dr. Jack Matthews, a retired Marine Corps lieutenant
colonel, speaks to a gathering of Combat Center Marines
and sailors Aug. 25 at the Sunset Cinema about his person-
al battle with alcoholism. Matthews has spent the last 13
years  telling his story to service members across the globe.

Relax with the paper

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

Wednesdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star

Thursdays with
The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post

See ALCOHOL, A10

Retired Marine officer describes
personal battle with alcohol
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(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

WWW.YUCCAVALLEYFORD.COM

All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.
** 3.9% Available Upto 36 Months On Approved Credit 

HOLIDAY
PRICES!!

2008 CHEVY
COBALT LS

$9,9954-Cyl. 2.2L., Auto, AC, PS, Tilt,
CC, MP3/CD, R/Spoiler, Alloys.
VIN 247237 / STK P1780

2008 SCION 
xB SPORT WAGON

$14,9954-Cyl 2.4L., 5-Speed, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Traction Control,
Alloys.  VIN 022269 / STK 10F101A

2006 FORD F-250 LARIAT
SUPER DUTY CREW CAB

$29,995V8 6.0L TURBO DIESEL. 4WD, Auto, Full
Power, Leather, MP3/Multi-CD, Off-Rd
Package, M/Roof.  #VIN C05077 / STK P1759

2008 MERCURY
GRAND MARQUIS LS

$15,995V8 4.6L Flex Fuel, Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Leather,
Alloys. VIN 617510 / STK P1783

2008 FORD ECONOLINE
E350 XLT SUPER DUTY

$18,99512-PASSENGER, V8 5.4L., Rear Air, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, P/Glass, Low
Mileage. VIN B39976 STK P1739

2001 FORD F-250  XL
SUPER DUTY 4X4

$11,995V8 7.3L., TURBO DIESEL, Auto,
4WD, AC, PS, CD, Tow Pkg., Alloys.
VIN D39270 / STK 9T133A

2006 MERCEDES-BENZ
C230 SPORT SEDAN

$19,995V6 2.5L., Auto, Slip Control, AC, Full Power,
Leather, Moon Roof, Stability Control,
MP3/Multi-CD.  #VIN 810998 / STK P1769

2008 CHRYSLER
PT CRUISER CONV.

$12,9954-Cyl 2.4L, Auto, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, CD, P/Seat, Alloys.
VIN 143574 / STK P1694

2007 MAZDA
RX-8 SPORT COUPE

CALL1.3L Rotary, Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, CD, R/Spoiler, Alloys, Only 8,000
Miles.  VIN 209666/ STK P1778

2008 FORD F-350 XL
SUPER DUTY 141” W.B.

$19,995V8 5.4L., Auto, 2WD, AC, PS, CC, Tilt,
MP3/CD, Towing Pkg., Single Rear Wheels,
Utility, Low Mileage. VIN A94664 / STK P1743

HARD-TO-FIND
ONLY 8,000

MILES
LOADED

4X4

2008 FORD
MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE

$18,995V6 4.0L., Auto, AC, PS, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Rear Spoiler,
Alloys.  VIN 134626 / STK P1766

2006 NISSAN
MAXIMA SE

$17,995V6 3.5L., Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt, CC,
CD, Bose Premium Sound, Sun Roof,
Alloys.  VIN 851507 / STK P1733

LIKE
NEW

1-OWNER

1-OWNER

Utility

7.3L TURBO DIESEL 

— even after they have lost
everything important to
them, Matthews explained.

However, his story was
not one of all woe and
despair.

Matthews told his audi-
ence after one night of par-
ticularly hard drinking
around his chain of com-
mand, he again made a fool-
hardy comment in a black-
out, and it was then he was
told to seek help for his
alcohol problem.

He chose to see a mili-
tary psychologist who
immediately sent him to
Bethesda Naval Hospital
in Maryland for rehabilita-
tion, which he says, cou-
pled with regularly attend-
ing 12-step meetings,
saved his life.

Matthews said his experi-
ence can serve as an inspira-
tion to anyone struggling
with a problem with alcohol,
because the best time to quit
is before the problem gets out
of control.

“I recently attended a
rehab program in San
Diego,” said a Marine who
asked to remain anony-
mous. “Hearing stories like
Mathews’ just reinforces
what I learned. I just hope
people who are starting to
struggle with addiction who
hear his story get help
before it is too late and they
ruin their lives.”

Matthews’ story is only
one of many of alcoholics
who have overcome their
disease.

“If my story can help
even one Marine, then my
trip is worth it,” Matthews
said. “Even though I’ve
retired, it’s a ‘Semper Fi’ kind
of thing.”

If you think you may
have a problem with alcohol
or for more information on
substance abuse, call your
unit’s substance abuse coun-
selor or the Combat Center’s
Substance Abuse Center at
830-6376.

ALCOHOL, from A9

friend,” Corley said. “He
would never let anyone be
alone in the barracks on the
holidays.”

After the eulogy, a few of
Lynch’s friends came for-
ward and spoke about their
personal experiences with
him.

Those attending then
sang the Navy Hymn and
were followed by 1st Sgt.
Joseph Gray, the company
first sergeant, performing
roll call. Gray stood up in
front of the assembly and
called out the names of
Marines. One by one they
responded with “present.”
He then called out for
Lynch. There was no
response-taps began to
play to fill the silence in
the chapel.

The memorial service
ended with Hale delivering
the benediction and invit-
ing everyone to pay their
final respects to Lynch and
his family.

MEMORIAL, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

The Marines and sailors of 1st Tank Battalion give their condolences to Charlotte Lynch, the mother of Lance Cpl.
Adam Lynch, a vehicle commander with 1st Tanks who passed Aug. 19 during a memorial service held Wednesday
at the Combat Center’s Catholic Chapel.

CCPPLL.. CCOORREEYY  AA.. BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Jany Wasdin (right), the family readiness officer for 1st
Tanks, consoles Viviana Lynch, the spouse of the late
Lance Cpl. Adam Lynch, during his memorial service.
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‘Once a Marine’ tells tale
of combat, family, courage
SSGGTT..  JJEENNNNIIFFEERR  BBRROOFFEERR
1ST MLG PUBLIC AFFAIRS

‘Once a Marine’ 
by Gunnery Sgt. Nick
Popaditch

I try not to judge a book by
it’s cover, but this one is pret-
ty hard not to judge. Looking
at the cover of the book,
“Once a Marine: An Iraq War
Tank Commander’s
Inspirational Memoir of
Combat, Courage and

Recovery,” the reader sees
Gunnery Sgt. Nick
Popaditch, a salty-looking
Marine smoking a victory
cigar as he sits atop a tank
with the faded image of a
Saddam Hussein statue hov-
ering in the background.
Although he is in the middle
of a war zone, the “Cigar
Marine” smiles and laughs.
This is a Marine who looks
like he has one helluva story
to tell – and he does.

In his 288-page memoir,

“Gunny Pop” tells his story
about the fateful day in April
2004 in Iraq during
Operation Iraqi Freedom II,
a year after the famous
“Cigar Marine” photograph
was taken, when an Iraqi
insurgent fires the rocket-
propelled grenade that
changes his life forever.

Reading the book, I can
almost see the white flash of
light that Popaditch sees as
the RPG explodes inches
from his face, causing him to
nearly go blind after doctors
later remove his right eye,
barely saving the other. And
this is just Chapter One.
What follows is a moving
story of the docs who save
his life, then struggle to save
his sight, and the effects his
injuries have on him and his
family.

Popaditch, from East
Chicago, Ind., co-wrote his
memoir with Mike Steere,
and takes the reader on a
journey starting from just
moments before the RPG
explodes, to the hospital
where he calls his beloved
wife, April, which just hap-
pens to be the same day as
their wedding anniversary.
In the many hospitals where
Popaditch recovers, he
shares camaraderie with the
Marines who are also com-
bat wounded, and they
motivate each other
through humor and stories,
never letting each other feel
sorry for themselves,
because they are Marines.

Even after losing an eye,
Gunny Pop never seems to
lose his fighting spirit, or his

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

In his 288-page memoir, “Gunny Pop” tells his story about
the fateful day in April 2004 in Iraq during Operation Iraqi
Freedom II when his life changed forever. See BOOK, B3

Gliders still being flown in
desert area after 60 years

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

A Cessna Schweitzer 175 airplane tows a glider behind it after taking off
from the Twentynine Palms Airport Sunday. This is one of three ways to
launch a glider into the sky.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

TWENTYNINE PALMS – For some,
the idea of flying thousands of feet in
the air in a plane that has no gas, no
engine, no communication with a flight
tower and is barely moving more than
30 miles per hour might be terrifying.
But for a small group of Twentynine
Palms glider enthusiasts, the idea is
utterly liberating.

This group, called 29 Soaring Club,
gathers at the Twentynine Palms Airport
every Sunday to spend a few hours soar-
ing through the desert skies with no
sounds of engines or headphone chatter
to distract from the serene cruise in a
one or two-person glider airplane.

Unlike a conventional airplane, gliders
do not have any gear powered by gaso-
line, electricity or batteries. Instead, they

rely solely on air currents and thermal
pockets to catch and lift them up to
12,000 feet in the air.

“A good pilot can stay up all day,”
said Ronald Renfro, the 29 Soaring Club
president, and club member for 10 years.
Renfro said he felt overjoyed to meet
others who share his long-standing
enthusiasm for gliders.

“They’re very low maintenance and
fairly inexpensive,” he said. “Just about
anyone could fly and stay up in the air
this time of year.”

Gliders can be launched by one of
three means at the Twentynine Palms
Airport. The most inexpensive way to
launch a glider is by using a winch – a
large, stationary machine which uses 4,000
feet of plasma rope and a powerful sys-
tem of pulleys to drag the glider from one

See GLIDER, B4

CCPPLL.. CCOORREEYY  AA.. BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Marines with CLB-7’s football team wait for their game to begin at Felix Field Wednesday night during the Commanding General’s Intramural Football League’s preseason open-
er. The 2009 season is scheduled to begin Wednesday at Felix Field. The opening game has VMU-1 facing off against the reigning champions, HQBN, who claimed the Combat
Center’s championship title and moved on to trounce the top team from Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., in the Best of the West tournament.

Wednesday night lights
Combat Center football teams begin 2009 season

Wednesday night lights
Combat Center football teams begin 2009 season
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
CCOOMMBBAATT CCOORRRREESSPPOONNDDEENNTT

AAss  tthhee  ssuunn  sseett  aanndd  tthhee  lliigghhttss  oonn  FFeelliixx  FFiieelldd  ttuurrnneedd  oonn,, tthhee
ssoouunndd  ooff tthhee  rrooaarriinngg  ccrroowwdd  aanndd  ffoooottbbaallll  ppaaddss  ccrruunncchhiinngg
ttooggeetthheerr  ffiilllleedd  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt  aaiirr  WWeeddnneessddaayy  nniigghhtt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ooppeenn--
iinngg  pprreesseeaassoonn  ggaammee  ooff tthhee  CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall’’ss  IInnttrraammuurraall
FFoooottbbaallll  LLeeaagguuee..

TThhee  tteeaammss  wweerree  ggeettttiinngg  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  sseeaassoonn  bbyy  hhoollddiinngg
2200--mmiinnuuttee  pprreesseeaassoonn  ggaammeess..

TThhee  tteeaammss,, wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ttrraaiinniinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaasstt  ccoouuppllee  ooff
mmoonntthhss,, hhaavvee  uunnttiill  WWeeddnneessddaayy  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ggaammee  aanndd  tthhee
ssttaarrtt  ooff tthhee  rreegguullaarr  sseeaassoonn..

TThhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  rreeggiimmeenn  ffoorr  eeaacchh  tteeaamm  iiss  ddiiffffeerreenntt  aanndd
eeaacchh  tteeaamm  ffaacceess  uunniiqquuee  cchhaalllleennggeess  dduuee  ttoo  ooppeerraattiioonnaall
rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss..

AAllaann  GGiillllyy,, tthhee  11sstt  TTaannkkss  tteeaamm  ccooaacchh,, ssaaiidd  hhiiss  ppllaayyeerrss  aarree
vveerryy  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  tteeaamm  aanndd  pprreeppaarriinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaassoonn..
SSoommee  ooff hhiiss  ppllaayyeerrss  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ttoo  pprraaccttiiccee  eevveenn  aafftteerr  ssppeennddiinngg

SSeeee FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL,, BB33
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Inglourious Basterds
Starring Brad Pitt
Rated R

Set during the 1940s in Nazi-
occupied France,
“Inglourious Basterds” re-
imagines what might have
happened to end World War
II, given a certain fantastical
mix of fictitious characters
on a collision course of coin-
cidence and circumstance.

But though the setting is
a very real time and place,
writer-director Quentin
Tarantino isn’t really interest-
ed in history. He’s interested
in movies.

“Inglourious Basterds” is
a movie so infused with
movie references, it’s diffi-
cult to keep count.
Characters discuss movies,
movie dialogue, movie
slang, movie characters and
movie directors. A movie
theater becomes crucial to
the plot, along with its
owner and projectionist. A
daring espionage plan
involves a British film critic,
a German movie star and
characters that impersonate
Italian moviemakers.

And a mountainous pile
of reel-to-reel film – highly
flammable, as you’ll learn –
becomes a weapon of mass
destruction.

Tarantino, a professed
film geek, has made a career
out of lovingly de- and then
re-constructing the movie
formats he grew up watch-
ing, adoring and absorbing,
including kung-fu imports
(“Kill Bill”), ’70s blaxploita-
tion (“Jackie Brown”),
bloody crime capers (“Pulp
Fiction”) vampire fang fests
(“From Dusk to Dawn”)
and drive-in hot-rod gristle
(“Death Proof ”).

“Inglourious Basterds” is
Tarantino’s explosively enter-

taining homage to war
movies, with Brad Pitt as a
U.S. Army lieutenant in
charge of an elite crew of
fearsome “Dirty Dozen”-ish
Nazi hunters. The movie’s
doubly misspelled title is in
itself a nod to the movies,
paying off-kilter tribute to
one of Tarantino’s favorite
films: 1978’s “The Inglorious
Bastards,” about a daring
commando raid…during
World War II…behind
enemy lines…in France.

Pitt’s character is fervent
in his mission to eliminate
the Nazis one by one, scalp-
ing his victims Apache-style
(or carving swastikas into the
foreheads of those he lets
survive, to mark them forev-
er). But that’s only one of
three separate plotlines, all of
which eventually converge in
the spectacular finale.

German actor Christoph

Waltz, who plays a scheming
Nazi colonel whose evil is
masked with snake-oil
charm and a dazzling smile,
steals practically every scene.

But all the performances,
like the rest of the movie,
bear Tarantino’s unmistak-
able maestro’s stamp from
start to finish. The last line
spoken comes out of Brad
Pitt’s mouth, but it was writ-
ten by Tarantino and likely it
sums up his feelings about
this sprawling, gloriously
bloody good time of a
movie that’s really, behind its
WWII theme, a movie about
movies, the love of movies
and the power of movies.

“I think I’ve made my mas-
terpiece,” says Pitt’s Lt. Aldo
Raine, looking into the camera
before the credits roll. Time
will tell, but “Inglourious
Basterds” may very well turn
out to be just that.

BB22  SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 44,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 �KEEP IT WINDOW
TINTING

 RESIDENTIAL
 COMMERCIAL • AUTO

 20%
OFF

Residential Or
Commercial

WINDOW
TINTING

 One Coupon per customer • With coupon only

 $20
OFF

Car
WINDOW
TINTING

 One Coupon per customer • With coupon only

 � (760) 342-9600

 Mastershieldprotection.com

 78-015 Wildcat, Suite 102, 
 Palm Desert CA 92211 760.772.3072

 Permanent Headlight
 Restoration & Protection

 military 
 discount

 ✯ ✯  ✯

 ✯ ✯  ✯

 Automotive Clear Film
 Paint Protection

 — END ROCK CHIPS & SAND DAMAGE —

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 9/4/09 -  9/10/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 COMING SEPT. 11
 *WHITE OUT

 *TIME TRAVELERS WIFE

 Everyday: 1:30, 6:00, 9:00

 Inglourious Basterds

 (R)

 Gamer

 (R)

 Final Destination

 (R)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Halloween 2

 (R)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

Lower Desert

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

Liber t y Call

TThheeaatteerr:: ““NNuunnsseennssaattiioonnss!!””
Description: A hysterical musical show
When: Friday, Sept. 4 through Saturday, Oct. 3, Friday
and Saturday shows at 7 p.m. with a Sunday matinee
at 2:30 p.m. on Sept. 27
Where: Theatre 29, 73637 Sullivan Road
Twentynine Palms. For more information call 361-
4151 or visit http://www.theatre29.com

MMuussiicc:: WWhhiissppeerriinngg  PPiinneess
Description: Featuring country, folk and rock music
When: 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 5
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com

AArrtt  sshhooww  rreecceeppttiioonn:: DDeesseerrtt  DDiivveerrssiittyy  IIIIII
Description: A group exhibit with more than 45 artists
When: noon to 3 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 6
Where: 29 Palms Art Gallery
74055 Cottonwood Drive, Twentynine Palms
For more information call 367-7819 or visit
http://www.29palmsartgallery.com

KKaarraaookkee  NNiigghhtt  aatt  PPJJ’’ss  hhoosstteedd  bbyy  TTrrooyy  MMiicchhaaeellss
Description: A sophisticated computerized system
When: 8 p.m., every Tuesday and Saturday nights
Where: PJ’s Pub, 57564 Twentynine Palms Highway
Yucca Valley. In the Von’s Shopping Center
For more information call 228-1199

MMuussiicc:: TThhee  BBllaahh  BBllaahh  BBlluueess  BBaanndd
Description: A blend of raw and refined energy
When: 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 10
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com

MMuussiicc:: TTrriibbuuttee  ttoo  LLeedd  ZZeeppppeelliinn
Description: They sound just like to original band
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Sept. 11
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit 
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com

MMuussiicc:: LLyynnyyrrdd  SSkkyynnyyrrdd
Description: The definitive Southern rock band
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 12
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit 
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com

MMuussiicc:: TThhee  SSiinngg  iinn  SSwwiinngg
Diane Schuur and Bobby Caldwell and “The Big
Band”
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 12
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more info call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com

CCoommeeddyy:: CChheeeecchh  aanndd  CChhoonngg
Description: The hippie comedy duo is coming to town
When: 9 p.m., Friday, Sept. 18
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon
For more info call 800-252-4499 or visit 
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com

MMuussiicc:: CCrroossbbyy,, SSttiillllss  aanndd  NNaasshh
Description: Classic rock and roll
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Sept. 25
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com

FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 44
6 p.m. – I love you, Beth Cooper, Rated PG
9 p.m. – The Ugly Truth, Rated R
Midnight – Away We Go, Rated R

SSaattuurrddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 55  
11 a.m. Free Matinee – Monsters vs Aliens, Rated PG
2 p.m. – G-Force, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, Rated PG
9 p.m. – Orphan, Rated R
Midnight – Funny People, Rated R

SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 66
2 p.m. – Aliens in the Attic, Rated PG
6 p.m. – I Love You, Beth Cooper, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – The Ugly Truth, Rated R

MMoonnddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 77  
2 p.m. – G-Force, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, Rated PG
9 p.m. – Orphan, Rated R

TTuueessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 88
7 p.m. – Funny People, Rated R

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 99
7 p.m. – I Love You, Beth Cooper, Rated PG-13

TThhuurrssddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1100
7 p.m. – Away We Go, Rated R

‘Basterds’ re-imagines the ending of World War II

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

“Inglourious Basterds,” starring Brad Pitt as Lt. Aldo Raine and Eli Roth as Sgt. “Donny”
Donowitz, who lead a rag-tag team of Jewish-American soldiers on bloody, Nazi-hunt-
ing sabotage mission through war-torn France during World War II.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Pitt diplays his Swastika-carving knife, which he uses to
mark the one Nazi he leaves alive from each killing.



sense of humor. Talking on
the phone with his young son
after being flown to a hospi-
tal, his son asks him what he
looks like after his injuries,
fearing the worst. The Gunny
nonchalantly tells his son “to
think back to that scene in
The Terminator, (one of his
favorite movies), where the
robot cuts his own eye out.”

After doctors remove
Gunny Pop’s damaged right
eye, he later replaces it with a
glass one, bearing the Eagle,
Globe and Anchor, which,
among his other prosthetic
eyes, he considers his
“favorite.”

Throughout the book,
Gunny Pop not only fights
to recover from his com-
bat wounds, but fights to
remain the “Gunny” he
was before his injury,
never allowing himself to
appear weak in front of
other Marines, never com-
plaining about the unfor-
tunate situation he is in.
He’s still a Gunny, and
damnit if he’s going to
appear otherwise.

When Popaditch first
wrote his story, it was more
of an “after action” type
report that he passed along
to a Marine major, who sug-
gested he turn it into a book,
said Popaditch in a phone
interview. One of the rea-
sons he wrote the book, he
said, was to say “thank you”
to the people who helped
him along the way – the
Marines who pulled him
from the burning tank, the
corpsman who gave up his
own body armor to shield
the wounded Gunny, the
doctors who gave him hope,
his wife and children who
stayed by his side through
everything, and the countless
others who made his recov-
ery possible.

In addition to giving
thanks, Popaditch said writ-
ing the book also proved to
be “therapeutic,” having to
relive experiences that many
people in his situation might
try to forget.

Reading the book proved
to be therapeutic for me, too.
I’d be lying if I said I breezed
through all 288 pages in one
sitting. But whenever I did
crack open the book, it was

as if I was stepping into the
shoes of Gunny Pop, hearing
the voice of the salty Gunny
who so badly wants to get
back on a tank and into the
fight.

Whenever he receives
bad news from doctors, my
heart sinks. When his son
Nick Jr. helps win the bas-
ketball championship, it’s as
if I’m also there cheering
him on. When Popaditch is
told he might have to leave
the Marine Corps if found
“unfit for service” by the
Physical Evaluation Board,
I cross my fingers and
hope for the best, but
expect the worst.

But all the while, Gunny
Pop never loses sight of his
core values of honor,
courage and commitment,
which he says can be applied
on and off the battlefield
and will “always get you
through adversity.”

This book should be read
by not only all Marines, but
all Americans, to help them
gain an understanding and
appreciation of what injured
service members have to go
through and the physical
and mental wounds they are
left with. The scars of war
go deeper than just the sur-
face, and this book is a pow-
erful reminder of the sacri-
fices men and women on
the battlefield are making
every day.

“Once a Marine” can be
found online at http://www.
onceamarine.com.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 44,,  22000099 BB33

 5947 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms • (760) 367-4574 5947 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms • (760) 367-4574 5947 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms • (760) 367-4574

 Check us out:  www.myspace.com/stumpsbar

 POOL TABLES — Internet Jukebox — Wi-Fi  HOT SPOT
 — Full Service Restaurant — “Best Burger “Best Burger “Best Burger

 in the Basin” in the Basin” in the Basin”

 Desert Ratz 
 Grafix/Signs

 Aluminum, Plastic, Magnetic and Vinyl 
 Signs • Banners

 Bob Whitt  (760) 218-3611 Lic. #02170

 W e l c o m e   H o m e

 b a n n e r s !

 The Flower  The Flower  The Flower 
 Garden Garden Garden

 (760)  367-1409

 5690 The Historic Plaza, 29 Palms CA 92277

 FTD & Teleflora

NNaammee:: Daniel Witts
AAggee:: 21
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Auburn, N.J.
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Motor transport operator, Combat Logisitcs
Battalion 7
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Dedicated to his football team and shows up
to practices on his own time despite working long hours.
MMaajjoorr  ssppoorrttss  aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss:: Was the top runner
in his high school football team.
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “It’s good conditioning
and has a strong brotherhood.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  ppllaayyeerrss:: “Just stay with it.”

Athlete of the WeekRetail site operation hours for the Labor Day Holiday

SSEEPPTT.. 66 SSEEPPTT.. 77 SSEEPPTT.. 88

CC&&EE  EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE:: Closed Closed 6:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

CCAAMMPP  WWIILLSSOONN  EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE:: 8 a.m.–10 p.m. 8 a.m.–10 p.m. 8 a.m.–10 p.m.

HHOOMMEE  SSTTOORREE:: 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

MMAARRIINNEE  PPAALLMMSS  EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE:: 9 a.m.–9 p.m. 9 a.m.–9 p.m. 9 a.m.–9 p.m.

HHOOSSPPIITTAALL  SSHHIIPP  SSTTOORREE:: 7 a.m.–5 p.m. Closed Closed

MMIILLIITTAARRYY  CCLLOOTTHHIINNGG:: Closed Closed 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
(Military Clothing will close at 2 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4)

OOCCOOTTIILLLLOO  EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE:: Closed Closed 8 a.m.–8 p.m.

MMAAIINN  SSTTOORREE:: 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN:: Closed Closed 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

SSEEVVEENN  DDAAYY  SSTTOORREE:: 7 a.m.–11 p.m. 7 a.m.–11 p.m. 7 a.m.–Midnight
(Seven Day Store will close at 11 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 5)

GGAASS  SSTTAATTIIOONN:: 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Closed 7 a.m.–6 p.m.

BOOK, from B1

“My hand touches nothing

but goo on the right-hand

upper quandrant of my fore-

head and face, and the blood

gushes fast enough that I

know I’ll bleed out pretty

soon without expert medical

attention. Dying is not

authorized, though. I won’t

even consider it…I can’t

believe one of those bozos

actually hit me.”

-Gunnery Sgt. Nick Popaditch

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

MCCES receiver Dwane McGeachy skirts the edge of the field as he powers passed 1st Tanks corner Thomas Jackson dur-
ing Wednesday nights preseason Commanding General’s Intramural Football League. MCCES dominated Tanks 12-0.

their work day going out to
the field for training.

According to Gilly, 1st
Tanks focused heavily on
physical conditioning then
focused on their plays three
weeks before the preseason
games.

“The game is won in the
fourth quarter,” Gilly said.
“We want to be able to keep
going when the other teams
are worn out.”

CLB-7, which has been
practicing five days a week,
has been hampered by play-
ers missing practices due to
operational commitments.
Even with this disadvan-
tage, their coach, Saba
Safiari, says they have a
good shot at winning the
championship.

The talk on the field dur-
ing the preseason games
focused on HQBN being
the team to beat this year.
As the defending champi-
ons, HQBN not only won

the Combat Center’s cham-
pionship last year, they also
beat Camp Pendleton in the
“Best of the West” game.

This year the number of
teams has jumped from four
to six, and they are split into
two, three-team divisions.

Teams will play one game
a week until the champi-
onship game Nov. 25, the
day before Thanksgiving.

The teams focused on per-
fecting their plays against an
opponent and getting used to
high school football rules
Wednesday, said Skip Best, the
Marine Corps Community
Services athletic director.

The standings at the end
of the preseason matches
had VMU-1 besting 3rd CEB
6-0, MCCES shutting down
1st Tanks 12-0, and HQBN
tying with CLB-7 0-0.

With the preseason games
over, the teams are evaluat-
ing what went right or wrong
to improve their game and
get them one step closer to
the championship title.

FOOTBALL, from B1



end of the landing strip to the
other. As the glider is pulled
along, it becomes airborne
and releases the cable once it
reaches a safe altitude.

Pilots can also take off by
means of a ground vehicle
leading the way using a cable
connected to the glider’s nose.
Even though gliders become
airborne at only 30 miles per
hour, the vehicle accelerates
to 60 miles per hour to

ensure the glider may safely
disconnect the cable and get
enough height to let the ther-
mal pockets do it’s part.

The more commonly
used technique for the club
is to tow the gliders behind a
Cessna Schweitzer 175 air-
plane using a cable which
releases the gliders at 2,000
feet. The advantage to using
a tow plane lies in its ability
to direct a glider to a heat
pocket area before releasing
it, Renfro said.

Van Goyne, the club’s tow
plane pilot, said he believes
gliders epitomize the most
basic essence of flying.

“These are good skills for
any pilot to have,” he said. “A
lot of power pilots can’t cope
if that propeller in front of
the plane stops spinning.”

Renfro agreed, saying a
pilot who flies “by the seat
of his pants” and follows
thermals in the sky can
understand what true flight
feels like.

“Thermals are created by
irregular heating of the
ground,” Renfro explained.
“You’ll see when you take off
that the ground is different
colors. Those dark spots of
land attract more heat from
the sun and that heat can lift
gliders thousands of feet in
the air. The conditions out
here are absolutely stellar –
the best in the world.”

These stellar conditions are
what put Twentynine Palms
on the military map when the
Army Air Forces began train-
ing glider pilots here for serv-
ice in World War II.

Camp Condor, which was
established at the Combat
Center in 1941, trained glider
pilots how to operate and land
the aircrafts in order to deliver
combat troops to war zones.

According to Combat
Center records, the gliders
held major advantages over

motorized aircrafts due to
their inexpensive and quick
construction, ability to land
in tighter spots and nearly
silent flight.

The silence of the flight
is one of the characteristics
that makes the hobby so sat-
isfying, Renfro said.

“You can just sit inside
and have a conversation –
there’s no motor to yell
over,” he said. “Also, it’s

incredible when you’re flying
and a hawk or other bird
flies next to you and makes
eye contact with you. It’s
better than any zoo.”

Mike Jaworski, a member
of the club, compared glid-
er flight to coming-of-age
milestones.

“It’s just like when you
first get your driver’s license,”
he said. “It’s exciting having
all that unlimited freedom.”

Children ages 14 and
older are authorized to
operate a glider plane. The
club does not charge any
type of fees, however mem-
bers must pay for their tow
plane or winch launches.
The Twentynine Palms
Airport is located six miles
east of Twentynine Palms
down Highway 62. To learn
more about the club, call
Renfro at  366-7832.

BB44  SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 44,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 #167684

 WAS $19,888
         $18,888

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 9-9-09

 72878  29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms
 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i .

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.
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 06 P.T. CRUISER

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride  Ride 
 from  from 
 Base Base

 *On site  *On site 
 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days  to 60 days 

 for 1st  for 1st 
 payment payment

 03 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD LIMITED

 #37200804

 WAS $12,888
         $11,888 PRICE

 04 VOLKSWAGON JETTA GLS

 #4M086330

 WAS $14,888
         $13,588

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 NICE 
 LOW MILEGE

 #276729

 WAS $18,888
         $16,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 ROUTE 
 66 

 SERIES 
 LIMITED

 PRICE

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

 FULLY 
 LOADED 
 LEATHER 
 SHARP

 06 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5S

 #340817

 WAS $19,888
         $17,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 LEATHER
 LOADED
 SHARP

 PRICE

 #68128507

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888

 06 CHEVY COLORADO

 $ 1
 3 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 3 , 8 8 8

 SHARP 
 AUTOMATIC

 08 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB

 $ 1
 7 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 7 , 8 8 8

 SXT
 NICE

 #XC012942

 WAS $10,888
         $9,888

 99 HONDA CRV

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

 AFFORDABLE 
 SUV

 04 JEEP LIBERTY LTD.

 #4W160252

 WAS $15,888
         $13,888

   $
 1 2 , 8 8 8

   $
 1 2 , 8 8 8

 LEATHER
 LOADED

 PRICE

 06 CHRYSLER 300

 #6H216528

 WAS $18,888
         $17,888

   $
 1 5 , 8 8 8

   $
 1 5 , 8 8 8

 SHARP!
 GREAT
 FAMILY
 CAR!

 PRICE

 04 INFINITI G35

 #618222

 WAS $20,888
         $19,888

   $
 1 7 , 8 8 8

   $
 1 7 , 8 8 8

 LOADED

 PRICE

 PRICE

GLIDER, from B1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Ronald Renfro, the 29 Soaring Club president, checks the seatbelts on his glider before
taking to the skies above the Twentynine Palms Airport Sunday. Renfro and fellow club
members gather at the airport each Sunday to take their gliders for a ride.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

The Combat Center looks as small as a stamp from the
aerial view of a glider airplane flying more than 10,000
feet above sea level.


