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Family, friends, brothers in arms gather
to mourn loss of CLB-7 Marine
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW
DD..  TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors from
Combat Logistics Battalion
7 packed the Protestant
Chapel here Dec. 4 to pay
their respects and say
farewell to one of their
own during a memorial
service in honor of Lance
Cpl. Brian J. Adams, a
motor vehicle operator
with the battalion, who
was killed in an automo-
bile accident Nov. 26.

After the CLB-7 chap-
lain, Lt. j.g. Robert Hess
delivered a message,
“Amazing Grace” rang
out from the piano and
brought some of those
attending to tears.

Lt. Col. Craig Barnett,
the battalion’s command-
ing officer, and friends
spoke about Adams and
about the impact he had on
their lives.

“If I had to describe
him in one word it would
be persistent,” said
Barnett, a Phoenix native.
Adams was a humble
Marine who would work
until the job was done. He
was not too proud to ask

for help when needed and
could take criticism well,
he said.

Lance Cpl. Mathew
Sheek, a logistics vehicle
system operator with
CLB-7, remembers
Adams as a motivated
Marine who was always
willing to help others even
if he was busy.

“When I met Adams I
knew something was spe-
cial about him,” said Lance
Cpl. Khristophe Loh, a
motor transportation
operator with CLB-7. “His
merits overshadowed any
faults.” Loh said he also
remembers Adams as
someone who always vol-
unteered, worked hard and
played even harder.

After the eulogies, 1st
Sgt. Michael Miller, the
battalion sergeant major,
called the Marines and
sailors to attention for the
ceremonial roll call and a
21-gun salute performed
by an honor guard outside
the chapel doors.

At the conclusion of
the service, the Marines
and sailors paid their final
respects to Adams by
joining his family in a
moment of silence.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Marines from Combat Logistics Battalion 7 pay their respects to Lance Cpl. Brian Adams, a motor vehicle operator
for CLB-7, during his memorial service at the Combat Center’s Protestant Chapel Dec. 4. Adams was killed in a car
accident Nov. 26. During the service, friends and fellow Marines spoke about Adams’ impact upon their lives.

2/7 welcomes new sergeant major
bids farewell to Brookshire
CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines with 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, welcomed
their new battalion ser-
geant major, Sgt. Maj.
Eric W. Rummel, and
bid farewell to Sgt. Maj.
Matthew B. Brookshire
during a post and relief
ceremony Dec. 4 at the
Combat Center’s Sunset
Cinema.

Members of the 1st
Marine Division Associa-

tion were also present to
show their support for
Rummel, and say good-
bye to Brookshire.

During his time
with 2nd Bn., 7th
Marines, Brookshire, a
Waynesville, N. C., native,
participated in the bat-
talion’s historic deploy-
ment to Afghanistan in
April 2008. Their
deployment marked
the first time a battal-
ion-sized Marine unit
deployed to the coun-
try since the escalation
of the War on Terror

in 2003.
“For eight months

[in Afghanistan] we
fought with courage,
we fought with valor
and we fought with
bravery,” Brookshire
said to the battalion
during the ceremony.
“You are the ones who
made Afghanistan a
better place. This [bat-
talion] will be the
highlight of my
career—all of you are
my heroes.”

The battalion’s com-
manding officer, Lt. Col.

John Reed, also played a
role in the ceremony, and
praised both sergeants
major, saying how much
he enjoyed working with
them.

Reed said Afghanistan
made him want
Brookshire to stay with
2nd Bn., 7th Marines,
“but when I heard he
was going to a higher
command, I asked one
question: Can I have
Sgt. Maj. Rummel
stand beside me?

“I’m happy because
I’m getting everything I
want,” he said jokingly to
the battalion.

Rummel, who was
promoted to sergeant
major hours before the
ceremony, was serving
as the first sergeant for
Co. F, 2nd Bn., 7th
Marines.

“I look forward to
serving as the battal-
ion sergeant major,”
said Rummel, a Oakely,
Kansas native. “That is
my mission—to be
this battalion’s sergeant
major and work for
you.”

Reed said having
Rummel take charge as
the sergeant major will
give 2nd Bn., 7th
Marines a head start
since Rummel is
already familiar with
and has a good work-
ing relationship with
the battalion’s chain of
command.

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Sgt. Maj. Matthew Brookshire, the offgoing battalion sergeant major for 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, relinquishes the sword to Lt. Col. John
Reed, the commanding officer of 2nd Bn., 7th Marines, during a post and
relief ceremony Dec. 4 at the Combat Center’s Sunset Cinema.

Post 9/11 GI Bill bolsters
assistance for education
CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines who decide to
trade in their uniform
for a hard hat or busi-
ness suit can get
money to help pay for
college or trade school
as part of the Post
9/11 GI Bill.

The Bill provides
financial support for
education and housing
to individuals with at
least 90 days of aggre-
gate service on or after
Sept. 11, 2001, accord-
ing to the bill’s Web site,
http://www.gibill.va
.gov. To receive full ben-
efits, a veteran must
have completed 36
months of active duty
service and received an

honorable discharge.
Individuals discharged
with a service-connect-
ed disability after 30
days are also eligible for
full benefits.

“There are people
using GI benefits now
more than ever,” said
Jeff Fourier, the
Combat Center’s educa-
tion services officer.
“[Veterans Affairs] hired
more than 700 employ-
ees at their regional
servicing centers just to
process new applica-
tions.”

One reason behind
the number of veterans
using the GI Bill is the
ability to transfer bene-
fits to family members,
but it comes with a
cost, Fourier said.

“In order to pass on
GI Bill benefits, an
active duty Marine or
military member must
have completed at least
six years of service
while obligating to
serve an additional
four years,” said the
Newport, Ore., native.

Approved training
under the bill includes
graduate and under-
graduate degrees, and
vocational or technical
training. All training
programs must be
offered by an institu-
tion of higher learning
and approved for GI
Bill benefits.

The bill pays tuition
based on the highest in-
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Scarecrow innards
6. “What __ is new?”
10.Harper Valley org.
13.Gladiator’s milieu
14.Peter O'Toole’s role in 

“Troy”
15.Booze in a 46-Down
16.Soft French cheese
18.Ill temper
19.Yardstick: Abbr.
20.Karate class needs
21.Wise remarks
23.“Peanuts” expletive
24.Lighten up
25.March 17 musicians
28.Sewn-on design, perhaps
32.Highly capable
33.Suffix with home or bed
34.Young __(toddlers)
35.“Quo Vadis” emperor
36.Performer on stilts, eg.
37.Comfy footwear

38.Lawyer’s abbr.
39.Urban renewal targets
40.“Sir” or “Dame”
41.Speaks like John 

Melendez once did
43.Lurch from side to side
44.Think tank nugget
45.Place for a stud
46.Joe of the ‘50s Three 

Stooges
48.Melt ingredient
49.Ziegfeld’s nickname
52.Boxer played byWill 

Smith
53.Short-lived Leslie 

Nielsen cop spoof
56.Item in a dugout rack
57.Mario’s video game 

brother
58.Perfume by burning
59.Tavern order
60.Non-PC suffix
61. More bizarre
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Observation Post

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private
firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or the
United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract with the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States government,
the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements,
does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing
of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicat-
ed are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public
Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during normal working hours
at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.

1

13

16

19

25

32

35

38

41

46

52

56

59

2

26

47

3

27

44

4

23

42

5

20

39

53

57

60

17

36

14

33

54

6

28

48

7

29

45

8

21

24

43

9

40

58

61

22

37

55

10

15

18

34

49

11

30

50

12

31

51

DDOOWWNN
1. Depletes, as strength
2. Harness race pace
3. Tear apart
4. Hobby farm denizen
5. Operator of Sam’s 

Club
6. “__ Tu” (1974 hit)
7. Rye or Scotch: Abbr.
8. Large piece of

cookware
9. Ireland’s hue
10.Salesman’s estimate
11.Ankara native
12.“Rag Mop” brothers
14.Low-ranking GIs
17.Wolfs down
22.“__ see it ...”
23.Seized auto
25.Glaziers’ units
26.What “i.e.” stands for
27.Company car, e.g.
28.Bits in a smasher

29.Seats for the flock
30.“I give up!”
31.Krupp Works city
33.Sling mud at, say
36.Split on the double
37.Wetlands land
39.Church topper
40.Hot sauce
42.QBs’ stats
43.Traffic lane marker
45.__ Baines Johnson
46.Cake with a kick
47.Flier to Ben-Gurion
48.Buster Brown’s pooch
49.Back financially
50.Do high-tech surgery 

on
51.Wroclaw’s river
54.Inebriated
55.Math proof letters

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Maria Jonas
JJoobb:: Barista
JJoobb  dduuttiieess:: Preparing coffee for
patrons
LLiikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  tthhee  jjoobb:: “All the peo-
ple I meet because there are so many
different types of people around.”
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss:: Winning a
leadership award in high school and
graduating high school
HHoobbbbiieess:: Snowboarding, surfing, hik-
ing and cooking
MMiilliittaarryy  aaffffiilliiaattiioonn:: Married to a
Marine
TTiimmee  aatt  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: One
year

1 2 3
2 4 5 6

7 8 9
4 1 8 2

7 5 3 1
3 2 9 6

8 7 1
9 2 5 4
3 6 7

Hot Topics

HHII  DDEESSEERRTT  PPOONNYY  LLEEAAGGUUEE
Signups for the Hi Desert Pony
League for baseball and softball are
set to begin Saturday from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Luckie Park in Twentynine
Palms. Additional signups will occur
Dec. 19, Jan. 9, 16 and 23, and Feb. 6
and 13 at the same time and location.
Call 424-6329 or 910-787-2175 for
more information.

MMMMEEAA,, MMOONNIITTOORRSS  VVIISSIITT
Headquarters Marine Corps Marine
Manpower Enlisted Assignments will
be aboard the Combat Center Jan. 5-6
to afford enlisted Marines the opportu-
nity to have direct personal communi-
cation with their respective occupation-
al field monitors for potential future
assignments. Opportunities for first-
term 2010 and career 2010 Marines to
receive on-the-spot assignments and
reenlistment authority will also be pro-
vided by the MMEA visit. See your unit
Career Planner for times and location.
For more information call 830-6171.

HH11NN11  VVAACCCCIINNEE  SSTTIILLLL
AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  AATT  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL

The Naval Hospital is now providing
H1N1 vaccination to all who are 6
months to 49 years old who are depend-
ents or work on base. Individuals over
49 years old with chronic health condi-
tions can also receive an inactive vaccine.
Contract workers can receive the vacci-
nation at the commissary later this
month. For more information call 830-
2626 or 830-2002.

CCHHRRIISSTT  CCHHAAPPEELL
CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  PPAAGGEEAANNTT

The Combat Center’s Protestant Chapel
will be hosting a nativity scene perform-
ance about the history of Christmas and
the birth of Christ Dec. 13 at the chapel
from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. For more
information call 830-6464.

Marine Corps History

Dec. 9, 1992

Marines landed in famine-wracked
Somalia to ensure the delivery of

food and medicine as part of
Operation Restore Hope.

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22000099  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

JJOOHHNN  FFLLEEMMIINNGG

Many motorcyclists are into modifying their bikes, removing stock compo-
nents and replacing them with custom parts. It’s almost a given that sport
bike riders will install a fender eliminator. And Harley riders are on a constant
quest for the latest safety chrome, all in the name of personalizing their rides.

Customization can present problems if a rider doesn’t pay attention to
the legal requirements for motorcycles. For example, removing the rear
fender assembly on a sport bike usually affects other components. The tail
lights, for instance, or the license plate light must all be retained or replaced
if the motorcycle is going to remain legal.

Flush mount turn signals are cool, but they are worthless if they can’t be
seen in broad daylight. License plates must be easily seen from behind. And
every motorcycle ridden on base must have two rear view mirrors.

If you’re going to start messing with the suspension, bear in mind that
whatever you do will affect the handling. An extended swing arm, for exam-
ple, will increase a motorcycle’s turning radius. Those tall ape-hanger handle-
bars are also going to affect a rider’s control. The most popular after-market
accessories are pipes. The appearance and the sound are both important. But
they better not be too loud, or you’re going to get nailed for excessive noise.

Customizing your bike is one of the pleasures of motorcycling. Just
remember to keep it legal, and functional, and you’ll be good to go.

Make it your own
Semper Moto CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY,
3RD COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION

“It will help
Marines who

are spending a lot of
money trying to send

their wife or kid
through school.”

LANCE CPL. FERNANDO SOARES

ENGINEER SUPPORT COMPANY, 3RD
COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION

“Being able to
transfer it to

your child or spouse.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST,
the Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

HHooww  wwiillll  tthhee  nneeww  GGII  BBiillll  hheellpp  
bbeenneeffiitt  tthhee  ttrrooooppss??

1ST LT. MIKE MAHONEY

STAFF SGT. ROBERT MIRANDA

COMPANY A, HEADQUARTERS BATTALION

“It will help give
them motiva-

tion to seek an educa-
tion in the military and

after they get out.”

School Liaison Information
QQuueessttiioonn:: Can we enroll our students into school
before arriving at Twentynine Palms?

AAnnsswweerr:: Currently, the procedure at the schools is to
enroll once you arrive here physically. Where you live
will dictate which school your children will attend. The
district requires an address for the enrollment applica-

tion. However, if you are going to be living in “base housing”, the district
will accept a letter from housing stating that you are on the list so your
child can attend the school which the housing area is partnered with. We
can always send you the paperwork prior to moving, so you have all the
necessary documents beforehand, but will have to wait until you are phys-
ically here to do the actual enrollment.

For more information, please contact 
smbplmsmccsschoolliaison@usmc.mil or call 830-1574.

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA66]]

John Fleming is a rider coach with Cape Fox Professional Services,
providing motorcycle safety training for Marines and sailors aboard the
Combat Center. To submit your comments or contributions about motor-
cycling, his email is michael.j.fleming@usmc.mil.

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  DDAANNIIEELL
BBOOOOTTHHEE
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON

OCEANSIDE, Calif. – A
handful of Pearl Harbor
survivors honored the near-
ly 2,400 Americans killed in
the 1941 Japanese attacks
and commemorated the
68th anniversary in an
Oceanside, Calif., ceremo-
ny, Dec 7.

Survivors, widows and vet-
erans alike threw flower petals
into the Pacific in remem-
brance of the fallen during the
Pearl Harbor Survivor
Association’s annual ceremo-
ny held on the Oceanside
Harbor Fishing Pier for the
12th consecutive year.

“I was sleeping in the
barracks when bullets
began to fly in, ripping up

the floor and tearing the
wall to pieces,” said 88-
year-old Adolph Kuhn,
who was a 20-year-old
Navy aviation chief at the
time. “We all thought it was
our own guys being careless
at first, but after a few min-
utes everything changed. I
ran outside moments later
and that’s when two sailors
drove up to me in a Model
A Ford yelling, ‘Get in Mac,
we’re at war.’”

At 7:53 a.m., Dec. 7, 1941,
Japanese Capt. Mitsuo
Fuchida, head of first
assault, issued the attack sig-
nal with the code, “Tora,
Tora, Tora,” according to
Headquarters Marine Corps’
History Division. Minutes
later, the first Japanese
planes released their bombs
on Pearl Harbor.

“It was early in the morn-
ing and I was on my way back
from chow when gunfire fell
all around me,” recalled 94-
year-old William E.
Greenhouse, then 26-year-
old Marine Pfc. Greenhouse,
truck and tractor driver,
Headquarters Squadron,
Marine Air Control Ground
2. “They had attacked right
after a payday while we were
all out and about.”

At 9 a.m., the second
wave of planes hit the
Hawaiian harbor, continuing
the barrage after the first
assault leaves to resupply,
according to Headquarters
Marine Corps’ History
Division.

“The first Japanese wave
lasted about 45 minutes before
they went back to reload giving
us a chance to fire back,”

according to Greenhouse. “I
remember a bunch of us run-
ning to our supply depot for
ammunition.”

As a result of gallantry
during combat, 16 Medals
of Honor, 51 Navy Crosses
and 53 Silver Stars were
awarded to the American
service members who dis-
tinguished themselves at
Pearl Harbor, according to a
World War II fact site,
http://worldwar2history.
i n f o / p e a r l - h a r b o r / .
Eighteen of the 96 ships in
the harbor were either sunk
or seriously damaged, and
almost 400 aircraft had
been destroyed by the
Japanese assault.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 1111,,  22000099 AA33

 MARK VINCENT SOFONIO, M.D., F.A.C.S.
 Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

 Section Chief, Dept. of Plastic Surgery
 Eisenhower Medical Center

 Call for upcoming 
 SEMINARS and SPECIALS

  (760) 341-5555
 39-000 Bob Hope Dr.

 Kiewit Bldg #407 
 Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

 Arm Lift
 Breast Enlargement
 Breast Lift
 Breast Reduction
 Brow Lift
 Buttocks Lift
 Chin Augmentation

 Ear Surgery
 Eyelid Surgery
 Facelift
 Gentle Skin Treatments
 Lip Augmentation
 Liposuction
 Mini Face Lift

 Neck Lift
 Nose Reshaping
 Peels, Laser And 
 Dermabrasion
 Thigh Lift
 Total Body Lift
 Tummy Tuck

 Procedures

 Ask about the

 MOMMY 
 MAKEOVER
 *Military Discount*

 www.drsofonio.com

Pearl Harbor survivors commemorate

68th anniversary of tragic attack

CCPPLL.. MMAARRKK  FFAAYYLLOOGGAA

Sterling R. Cale, treasurer, Pearl Harbor Survivors Association Unit 1, salutes his fallen comrades in the rear of the
USS Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The Marine Corps remembers the 2,117 Marines, sailors, soldiers and
civilians killed Dec. 7, 1941, when the Japanese navy attacked the Naval base at Pearl Harbor.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. DDAANNIIEELL  BBOOOOTTHHEE

A handful of Pearl Harbor survivors honored the nearly 2,400 Americans killed in
the Japanese attacks and commemorated the 68th anniversary in an Oceanside
ceremony, Dec 7.

A day which will live in
infamy; 68 years later
CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

It’s been 68 years since the Japanese Imperial
Forces attacked Naval vessels and airfields on Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, leaving more than 2,400 Americans
dead and 1,282 wounded, launching the U.S. into
World War II – and it’s important for all Americans to
remember that day and those who continue to fight
for freedom today.

By the end of the attack, four Navy battleships,
three cruisers and three destroyers had been; eight
more ships laid smoldering in the harbor.

Then-president Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke of
the early Sunday morning attack as “a day which will
live in infamy,” – and it has.

The smoke and fires of Pearl Harbor awoke a
sleeping giant – the American military. In response
to the attacks, America initiated a relentless island-
hopping campaign led by Gen. Douglas McArthur
and Adm. Chester Nimitz, which ultimately led to the
unconditional surrender of the Japanese.

As news spread of the attack, recruiting offices
quickly filled with patriots willing to stand up and
defend their country, redefining the pride and dedi-
cation Americans have for Old Glory. It’s that same
sense of pride and duty which keeps Americans
strong and ready to continue the fight today as wars
wage on in Afghanistan and Iraq.

It’s been said, “to know where you’re going, you
have to know where you’ve been,” and for America
to maintain it’s distinction in the world, the state-
ment couldn’t be truer.

Each year, Americans gather in memory of the
lives lost at Pearl Harbor, and some even compare it
to the 9/11 tragedy of this decade.

As the years pass, the number of survivors of the
attack continues to dwindle. According to the Pearl
Harbor Survivors Association’s Web site,
http://www.pearlharborsurvivorsonline.org, there
are only about 4,800 Pearl Harbor survivors alive
today. Everyone should take time each year to
reflect on one of the most definitive moments in
American history, and never forget to take the time
to thank a veteran.

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  PPeeaarrll  HHaarrbboorr
vviissiitt  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..nnppss..ggoovv//vvaallrr//iinnddeexx..hhttmm



11SSTT  LLTT..  RROOGGEERR
HHOOLLLLEENNBBEECCKK
11TH MEU 

BUBIYAN ISLAND,
Kuwait – At the govern-
ment of Kuwait’s invitation,

Marines and sailors of the
11th Marine Expeditionary
Unit recently conducted a
successful training exercise
with a platoon from the
Kuwaiti military’s 25th
Commando Brigade on the

uninhabited island of
Bubiyan.

“We enjoyed training
with the professionals from
the 25th Commando and
were impressed by their
performance with small

craft and overall enthusi-
asm for the exercise,” said
Lt Col. Robert Rice, the
11th MEU’s operations
officer. “It was a great
opportunity for us to build
relationships with our

regional partners and solid-
ify our commitments to
security in the region.”

The exercise cultivated
the already close relation-
ship the two militaries
enjoyed, and included an

amphibious landing as well
as follow-on training.
Kuwaiti commandos trained
with MEU reconnaissance
Marines in small boat
operations and advanced
infantry skills while other
MEU personnel practiced
ship-to-shore landing and
setting up company-sized
training sites.

“Bubiyan Island provid-
ed an ideal venue to prac-
tice our ability to move
from ship to shore,” Rice
said. “The position of the
ships allowed us to practice
a true over the horizon
amphibious assault.”

The Marines and sailors
came ashore from the
amphibious transport dock
ship USS Cleveland, and
amphibious dock landing
ship USS Rushmore, which
departed San Diego, Calif.
Sept.18 for a deployment
to the Western Pacific and
Middle East. Members of
3rd Platoon, Company D,
1st Tank Battalion, were
attached to the MEU in
support of the Battalion
Landing Team’s training
exercises while they are
deployed, and assisted
with the recent operations
conducted on Bubiyan
Island.

Delta Co. tankers train with Kuwaiti commandos
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:20 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:10 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
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a 
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a
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62

 ★

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Lucky Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 New Beginning 
 Community Church

 Pastor Lynn Gary Thompson
 Christ Centered Church

 Sunday School - 9:30 am Adult & Youth
 Worship Service - 10:30 am

 Music & Fun - 6:00 pm
 55922 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 760-910-5261

 Acts 2:38
 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
 Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

 Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
 73493 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, Ca

 367-4185
 Pastor Titus R. Burns
 Sunday Service: 10:00 AM
 Wednesday Night Bible
 Study: 7:00 PM

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Lucky Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. SSCCOOTTTT  DDUUNNNN

Tankers serving with Battalion Landing Team 2/4, the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit’s ground combat element, prepare M1A1 Abrams to operate
on an uninhabited island Nov. 21 near Kuwait. Ground and logistics combat elements of the 11th MEU landed Nov. 20 from the amphibious trans-
port dock ship Cleveland and the amphibious dock landing ship Rushmore. The tank detachment is from 1st Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division.

GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. SSCCOOTTTT  DDUUNNNN

Navy Lt. Ryan Bareng, the Battalion Landing Team 2/4 chaplain, helps tankers from the ground combat element’s tank
detachment inspect tracks on an M1A1 Abrams on an uninhabited island near Kuwait Nov. 21. Ground and logistics
combat elements of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit landed Nov. 20 from the amphibious transport dock ship
Cleveland and the amphibious dock landing ship Rushmore.

GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. SSCCOOTTTT  DDUUNNNN

Tanks from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit’s ground
combat element arrive on this uninhabited island Nov.
20 to practice an amphibious landing. A Navy and
Marine Corps team practiced the landing here from
ships in the Persian Gulf and the MEU’s reconnais-
sance Marines trained with Kuwaiti commandos.
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In addition to your room, you will receive:
ace | PLAY™

American Superstars BITE

Call 800-998-6937 
SALUTE

Thanks for giving. And giving.
Now, give something to yourself and your family—a little time away.

 ** Cars, Light Trucks Only, Tax And Hazardous Fee Extra • Diesels Slightly Higher                                                                                  Expires 01/01/10

 www.yuccavalleyford.com

 The Works  $34.95  ($139.00 Value)
 Call (760) 365-2353 for Service Appointment

 **Oil Change Service, Tire Rotation, Brake Check
 and Multi-Point Inspection with Car Wash

 COLLISION CENTER — ALL MAKES/ALL MODELS
 (760) 660-0140 FREE Estimates

provides deployment stress training to families
FFOOCCUUSS  PPRROOJJEECCTT

The growing awareness of
the significant challenges of
operational deployments on
military child and family well-
being prompted an initiative
funded by the Department of
the Navy Bureau of
Medicine and Surgery.

To address concerns relat-
ed to combat operational
stress and combat-related
physical injuries, the Families
Overcome under Stress
Project provides state-of-
the-art family resiliency
training to military children
and families.

FOCUS uses resiliency

training techniques to high-
light areas of strength in the
family and promote growth to
help address current chal-
lenges. The training is provid-
ed in two formats: Individual
Family Resiliency Training and
Family Resiliency Training
Skill Building Groups.

Individual Family Resiliency
Training is a multi-session pro-
gram which uses a structured
narrative approach to facili-
tate engagement and under-
standing across the family.
In sessions with parents,
children and the whole fam-
ily, family members are
taught skills to improve
emotional regulation, goal

setting, communication,
problem solving, and how to
manage combat and deploy-
ment stress.

Sharing these experiences
in a supportive environment
serves to enhance family
communication and cohe-
sion, and allows family mem-
bers to create a plan to
achieve family goals.

Similar skills are taught in
FOCUS Skill Building
Groups. These groups create
an opportunity for parents
and children to share com-
mon experiences, receive
education around families
and operational deploy-
ments, and learn valuable

FOCUS resiliency skills in a
group setting.

FOCUS was developed
by the University of
California – Los Angeles
Child and Family Trauma
Service at the UCLA Semel
Institute for Neuroscience
and Human Behavior in
coordination with the UCLA
Duke National Center for
Child Traumatic Stress,
which leads National Child
Traumatic Stress Network,
established by Congress in
2000.

For more information
about FOCUS, call 830-3818
or log on to http://www.
focusproject.org.

FOCUS Project skil ls-based workshop schedule for military parents

““PPrroobblleemm  SSoollvviinngg  
iiss  aa  SSNNAAPP””

Jan. 11
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Jan. 21
6 to 7:30 p.m.

““SSttrreessss  BBuusstteerrss””

Feb. 8
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Feb. 17
6 to 7:30 p.m.

““KKeeeeppiinngg  YYoouurr  FFaammiillyy
oonn  TTaarrggeett””

Dec. 14
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

All workshops will be held at the Village Center training room 25.
Childcare will be provided with 48 hours advance notice.

For more information call 830-3818 or visit http://www.focusproject.org.

FOCUS program goals
AASSSSIISSTT children and parents in developing a cus-
tomized tool box of coping skills to increase resilien-
cy and maximize strengths.

PPRROOVVIIDDEE developmentally-appropriate education to
parents and children about the effects of combat
operational stress on the family.

HHEELLPP family members address deployment stress
and reminders to minimize their interference with
parenting and family life.

EENNHHAANNCCEE family communication and support by
developing a shared family narrative about the
deployment experiences.

PPRROOVVIIDDEE  community-level consultation and group
skill building designed to support family resiliency.

PPaarreenntt  sseessssiioonnss
• Discuss areas of family strength
• Create timeline narratives of deployment 

experiences
• Identify family goals and activities to support them
• Learn tools to increase communication and 

family resiliency

CChhiilldd  sseessssiioonnss
• Build understanding of deployment cycle and 

common effects on families
• Create timemap narrative of deployment 

experiences based on developmental level
• Identify child activities to support family goals
• Learn communication and emotional regulation tools

FFaammiillyy  sseessssiioonnss
• Create a shared family narrative
• Increase understanding and communication
• Build a family toolbox using enhanced coping skills

FOCUS and families

state tuition charged by an
educational institution in that
state. In addition to tuition, the
bill grants a housing allowance
and annual book stipend.

“Here at the Education
Office, we’re available to sit
down with Marines, sailors and
their family members to speak
with them about using their GI
Bill benefits and find out what’s
best for them,” Fourier said.

For more information about
the Post 9/11 GI Bill, visit the
Web site or call the Education
Office at 830-6881.

GI BILL, from A1

Relax with the paper

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

Wednesdays and
Saturdays

with the Hi-Desert Star
Thursdays with
The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post
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PPVVTT..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

SAN BERNARDINO,
Calif. – The Home Depot
and the Feed the Dawgs
organization demonstrated
their support for the mili-
tary working dog handlers
of the Combat Center’s
Provost Marshal’s Office
by donating a barbecue
grill to the unit Dec. 4.

Feed the Dawgs is a
non-profit organization
founded in 2008 by
Vietnam Veterans in the
dog handler, or K-9, com-
munity who provide bar-
becue grills to K-9 units
aboard military installa-
tions across America.

When Feed the Dawgs
came to the Combat Center
Nov. 7, they noticed the dog

handlers aboard the installa-
tion did not have a grill at
their kennel, said Jon Hemp,
an Air Force Vietnam veteran,
and one of the organization’s
founders.

“K-9 units are such a
tight-knit community,”
Hemp said. “We thought
they needed a grill for
their kennel, so we went to
the Home Depot and
explained the situation,
and here we are.”

When Vietnam Veterans
came home, they never
received any thanks, said
Ray Carlton, an Air Force
K-9 Vietnam veteran who
co-founded Feed the
Dawgs. Everyone in the
organization wants to
ensure the present genera-
tion of veterans under-
stands their military serv-
ice is appreciated.

“We try to make sure
these kids come home to
an ‘Oorah,’ not what we
came home to in
[Vietnam],” Carlton said.

“K9 handlers share a
bond that goes beyond
explanation, said Staff Sgt
Joe Evans, PMO’s kennel
master at the Combat
Center. “It bridges services
and spans generations. This
event is proof of this.”

Since 2008, Feed the
Dawgs has held 14 barbecues
for military working dog han-
dlers and their families from
all the armed services.

“The members of Feed
the Dawgs, the Vietnam
K-9 Handlers Veterans
Association and all of the
K-9 handlers that came
before us  are the giants on
whose shoulders we
stand,” Evans said.

Carlton said they plan
to continue this effort as
long as possible.

“Where there’s a need,
we try to fill it – that’s the
bottom line,” he said.

Feed the Dawgs
lends helping paw
to Combat Center

 Kelly’s
 Future

 N

 57220 29 Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley, USA

 “Talkin’ ‘bout 
 Kelly’s Future...”

 Monday–Friday 9a-7p   
 Saturday 9a-6p   Sunday 11:30a-3:30p

 FREE
 Local  Delivery
 Set Up  &  Removal
 W ith  World Class  or  Higher Sets

 BEST PRICE GUARANTEE : BEST PRICE GUARANTEE : BEST PRICE GUARANTEE :
 If within 30 days of purchase, you find the  same 

 item  for a lower price, delivered & installed locally, 
 Kelly’s Future   will  refund the difference.

 See store for complete details.

 Kelly’s Future Kelly’s Future Kelly’s Future

 “...you’re 
 talkin’ ‘bout the 

 Best!”

 $ 358
 FIRM

 Twin  set........... . . . . . . . . . . . $ 258
 Full  set .............. . . . . . . . . . . $ 298

 Queen  set
 $ 568

 PILLOW TOP

 Twin  set........... . . . . . . . . $ 448
 Full  set .............. . . . . . . . $ 498
 CA King  set . . . . . . . . . .   $ 848

 Queen  set
 $ 918

 MEMORY FOAM PILLOW TOP

 Twin   set........... . . . . . . . . . . $ 788
 Full  set .............. . . . . . . . . . $ 848
 CA King   set .......... $ 1138

 Queen  set

 $ 1328
 LATEX  PLUSH 

 Twin   set........... . . . . . . . $ 1148
 Full  set .............. . . . . . . $ 1238
 CA King   set .......... $ 1538

 Queen  set
 $ 1948

 NXG PLUSH OR FIRM

 Full  set .............. . . . . . . $ 1828
 CA King   set .......... $ 2258

 Queen  set $ 1598
 MEMORY FOAM LATEX

 FIRM SUPER PILLOW TOP

 Twin   set........... . . . . . . . $ 1348
 Full  set .............. . . . . . . $ 1428
 CA King   set .......... $ 1878

 Queen  set

 $ 798 .00  $ 588 .00  $ 628 .00 6 Piece Bedroom Set  6 Piece Bedroom Set  6 Piece Bedroom Set
 Includes: 3 Pc. Queen Bed, 
 Nightstands, Mirror and Dresser

 Includes: 3 Pc. Queen Bed, 
 Nightstand, Mirror and Dresser

 Includes: 3 Pc. Queen Bed, 
 Nightstand, Mirror and Dresser

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Military working dog handlers from the Combat Center’s Provost Marshal’s Office pose with Jon Hemp and Ron
Carlton, two founders of the Feed the Dawgs organization and Air Force Vietnam veteran dog handlers, at the
Home Depot in San Bernardino, Calif., Dec. 4.

Census Bureau
recruitment
opportunity
available
The U.S. Census Bureau is
recruiting seasonal employ-
ees for the 2010 census.

Salaries begin at $16 per
hour and the job will offer
flexible hours. This opportu-
nity is open to eligible base
patrons only.

The Combat Center’s
Career Resource Office will
be hosting a Census Takers
workshop Tuesday at 10 a.m.
at the Education Office. The
supervisors’ examination will
be held Thursday at 10 a.m.
in the same location.

There are only 24 seats
avalaible for each event and
reservations are required.
Standbys will be allowed to
participate if there are any
no-show reservations. For
more information or to
make a reservation, call
830-7225.
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 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 COMPUTERS— Networking, Phone Systems,
                      Graphics Design

 Marshall Networking, Inc.,
 760-367-7500 

 72749 Twentynine Palms Hwy.,29 Palms, CA 
            (across from Jack-in-the-Box)

 “Christmas Spoken Here” was written on the 
 sign above the entrance to a gift shop I visited 
 in Ketchikan, Alaska many years ago.
 I was reminded of that love-filled gift shop when 
 Patty and I had lunch last Thursday at 
 Rattlesnake Jake’s in Morongo Valley.  What a 
 delightful experience it was!  Rosa, our waitress, 
 was wonderful, the food was superior, and the 
 air was filled with the sounds of Christmas.  In 
 fact, a large group of ladies from the Fraternal 
 Order of Eagles were there enjoying good food, 
 true fellowship, and having a Christmas gift 
 exchange.
 Now this locally owned family restaurant has 
 announced a special event for this Sunday, 
 December 13, 11:00 AM – 2:00 AM.  It is called 
 “Brunch with Santa” and you and your entire 
 family will love it!  Santa will be present and has 
 gifts for all the children.  The menu for both 
 adults and children has been especially planned 
 and will be prepared by Chef George Albert, 
 assisted by his son Pat and other members of 
 his large, loving family.  George is a Master Chef 
 who is nationally known for his work in planning 
 menus for two nationwide restaurant chains and 
 for high profile restaurants in Las Vegas.
 Mr. and Mrs. George Albert have seven children, 
 14 grandchildren and a large extended family 
 living for the most part in Morongo Valley and 
 Yucca Valley.  They have owned and operated 
 this well appreciated family restaurant for only 
 four months but it is already a good place to go 
 for a clean atmosphere, good food at a decent 
 price, and service by men and women who truly 
 desire to serve their guests with thoughtfulness 
 and love.

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednesday,
for the upcoming Friday’s
newspaper.

Trader Ad Forms are available at the
Public Affairs Office and may be filled
out during normal working hours at
Bldg. 1417. Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be accept-
ed from those with an @usmc.mil

address.  If you are active duty, retired
military or a family member and do not
have an @usmc.mil address you can go
to the PAO page of the base Web site at:
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/
and complete a request to publish an ad.

The limitations for ads are: 15-
word limit, limit of two ads per
household and the Trader may be
used only for noncommercial classi-

fied ads containing items of person-
al property offered by and for indi-
viduals authorized to use this serv-
ice. Such ads must represent inci-
dental exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  
AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr
TTrraaddeerr..
To have a “House For Sale” ad run

in the Observation Post, applicants
must provide Permanent Change of
Station orders and have the ad
approved by Base Housing. This
ensures the Combat Center Trader
is not used for commercial real
estate endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come, first-

serve, space available basis.  If you
have questions please call 830-3762.

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000055  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM  VVIIPPEERR
TTRRUUCCKK.. Commemorative edi-
tion, 505 HP, 6-speed, white and
blue.$31,500.408-9088.12/4/09

22000088  DDOODDGGEE  CCHHAALLLLEENNGGEERR
SSRRTT--88.. 6.1 Hemi, black on black,
4,800 miles, $40,000 OBO. 408-
9088. 11/20/09

22000022  DDOODDGGEE  VVIIPPEERR  GGTTSS..
Red with white stripes, 16,500
miles. $40,000 OBO. 408-9088.
11/20/09

55  RRIIMMSS.. Size 15, 6 lug, off-road
heavy duty. $180 OBO. Four
Wrangler tires, worn only 7,000
miles. $80 OBO. Call Jose 361-
3509. 11/13/09

11999944  KKAAWWAASSAAKKII  KKLLRR  DDUUAALL
SSPPOORRTT  BBIIKKEE.. $2,000. 910-
9071. 11/6/09

11999955  SSUUZZUUKKII  SSAAVVAAGGEE
CCRRUUIISSEERR  MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEE..
$2,000. If interested call Heather
at 490-2687. 10/2/09

11999900  FFOORRDD  FF335500  TTRRUUCCKK..
Diesel, 90,000 on re-built engine,
new turbo and clutch, stretch
with 60” sleeper, 5 speed. Drives
but needs tranny work. $4,000.
Call 447-0499. 10/2/09

11998877  FFOORRDD  FF225500  TTRRUUCCKK..
Extra cab, diesel, four speed
with overdrive. Set up for goose-
neck or fifth wheel. $2,850
OBO. Call 447-0499. 10/2/09

MMIISSCC..                                                           __________    

LLAARRGGEE  BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT  CCHHIINNAA
CCAABBIINNEETT.. 4 glass doors with
glass shelves. Lower section has
silverware drawer and storage
cabinets. Light oak finish.
Excellent condition. $300 OBO.
Call Stephen.567-7921.12/11/09

LLAARRGGEE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  OOFF
FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  CCAARRDDSS.. For sale in
sets, individual cards or the
whole collection. Call Stephen.
567-7921. 12/11/09

TTWWOO  TTOOBBOONNOO  PPAAIINNTTSS,, AA
MMAARREE  AANNDD  AA  GGEELLDDIINNGG..
Trying to sell or lease for $225
per month per horse.Sell price is
$3,500 for mare, $5,000 for geld-
ing. OBO. Call Tim. Home 365-
0831. Cell 883-0293. 12/4/09

TTRREEAADDMMIILLLL  WWIITTHH  TT..VV.. $1000,
weight bench w/ weights $300,
exercise bike $ 175. Call 910-
9052. 10/23/09

WWAANNTTEEDD--PPIISSTTOOLL.. 45 Caliber,
military. 367-6030. 10/2/09

PPUURREE  SSIILLVVEERR  MMAARRIINNEE
CCOORRPPSS  CCOOIINN  SSEETT.. 35 years
old. Asking only $1,000. Marine
Corps challenge coins, differ-
ent prices. Olympic coins.
Large oak entertainment cen-
ter $100. Must sell. 367-6030.
10/2/09

YYOOUURR  AADD  HHEERREE
Call or visit the Public Affairs
Office to place your free ad.

See restrictions and 
details below

Combat Center Trader Ads

Humor for heroes; celebs entertain troops
SSHHAARRII  LLOOPPAATTIINN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

A funny thing happened on
the way to the front.

A famous rock star
recruited top comedians to
donate their best for a free
comedy CD especially for
those in uniform and their
families, “Stand Up for the
Troops.”

You can’t laugh this off
– Chris Rock dogging on
big pieces of chicken for
dads and Adam Sandler’s
musical escapades of
Sloppy Joes during “Lunch
Lady Land.”

It’s here for you, for free,
as thanks for your service.
Led by Grammy-nominat-
ed singer-songwriter John
Ondrasik, from the band
“Five for Fighting,” this
year’s CD for the troops
also includes comedy acts
from Ray Romano, Jeff
Foxworthy, Dana Carvey,

Dennis Miller and more.
You just need your valid

military ID to download the
tracks for free at http:
//www.cdforthetroops.com
or http://www.AAFES.com,
the Web site for the Army and
Air Force Exchange Service.

Ondrasik included his

song, “Brothers in Arms,”
from the award-winning
documentary “Brothers at
War.” TriWest Healthcare
Alliance, Sony and the
AAFES all partnered with
Ondrasik to bring this gift
to service members, veter-
ans and their families.

In addition to the free
downloads, 200,000 CDs
will arrive at military
bases, Armed Services
YMCAs, United Services
Organization centers,
Fisher Houses and other
locations throughout the
U.S. and overseas.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN



CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The formation of 1,626
Marines seemed to go on
forever as they poured out
of the Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics
School during the Toys for
Tots Run Dec. 4.

Nearly every Marine car-
ried toys ranging from balls,
action figures and board
games— one Marine even
rode a bicycle. The toys were
collected for the Toys for
Tots program, which pro-
vides less-fortunate families
with the means to give their
children Christmas gifts.

As the Marines ran to the
Commanding General’s build-
ing, the commanding officer
for MCCES, Col. David J.
Terando, passed the first toy to
the Combat Center’s com-
manding general, Brig. Gen.
H. Stacy Clardy.

Toys for Tots volunteers
waiting in their dress blue uni-
forms guided the MCCES
Marines to a group of trucks
where they deposited their
donations. As the formation
passed, the toys were handed
off to the volunteers and
placed in the vehicles.

“We tried to set up guide-
lines so the Marines wouldn’t
purchase the same exact
toys,” said Master Gunnery
Sgt. Anthony Russell, the
operations chief for
MCCES, who helped set up
the event. Russell split the
Marines up alphabetically,
and had them purchase toys
for different age groups.

“The run was mandatory,
but buying a toy was option-
al for the Marines,” he said.
“It was amazing how many
Marines had gone out and
bought toys.”

Lance Cpl. Kenneth
Keiser, a MCCES Marine
who participated in the event,
said he bought a gift because
he has a 10-month-old baby,
and he didn’t want to imagine
a Christmas where his child
was without a gift.

“This event was helpful
in many ways–yes it was
good for [physical training],
but it was mostly about the
families and giving to those
in need,” said the Gresham,
Ore., native. “I’m glad I was
able to help other kids just
like my own.”

The toys were delivered
to 4th Tank Battalion to be
sorted and distributed to
area children.

For more information
on donating or receiving
toys call 830-0968.

(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

WWW.YUCCAVALLEYFORD.COM

All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA LE’s
ONLY 2 LEFT
Low Mileage, Up to 35 MPG. 

VIN 146438 STK P1826 VIN 148177 STK P1827 3.9%
Available**

3.9%
Available** $15,995

2008 CHEVY
COBALT LT

$10,7774-Cyl. 2.2L., Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, CC, Tilt, MP3/CD, ABS.
VIN 226616 / STK P1842

2008 FORD
ESCAPE LIMITED 4X4

CALL NOWV6 3.0L., Auto, 4WD, AC, Leather,
MP3/Multi-CD, R/Rack, Alloys.
VIN E46149 / STK P1806

2005 FORD F-250
HARLEY DAVIDSON 4X4 CREW CAB

CALL NOWV10 6.8L, Auto, 4WD, Oversized
Wheels 20”+, Fully Loaded, Leather,
Low Miles. VIN C95737 / STK P1772

2008 FORD
RANGER SUPER CAB

$12,9954-Cyl 2.3L., 5-Speed, 2WD, AC, PS,
Tilt, Sliding Rear Window, Custom
Bumber.  VIN A38197 / STK P1776

2009 FORD
FOCUS SE

$14,9954-Cyl. 2.0L., Auto, AC, PS, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys.
VIN 101099 / STK P1785

2007 FORD F-150 XLT
SUPER CREW 5 1/2’

$22,995V8 4.6L., Auto, 2WD, AC, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, CD,
Towing Pkg., Oversize Wheels 20”+, Oversize
Off-Rd Tires. VIN B12066 / STK P1775

2007 CHRYSLER
PT CRUISER TOURING

$9,7774-Cyl. 2.4L, Auto, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CD, R/Spoiler, Alloys.
VIN 627371 / STK P1831

2007 TOYOTA
TACOMA SHORT BED

$13,9954-Cyl. 2.7L., 5-Speed, 2WD, AC, PS,
Tilt, CD, Bed Liner, Custom Bumper.
VIN 329003 STK 10T049A

$17,995

BELOW KELLEY
WHOLESALE BLUE

BOOK

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$26,000

Low-Low
Mileage
Only 13k

2004 CHEVY
AVEO

$4,7774-Cyl., Gas Saver,
Only 83k Miles.
VIN 237361 STK 1TD69

2006 TOYOTA TACOMA SR5
PRERUNNER DOUBLE CAB

$21,995V6 4.0L,  Auto,  AC, PW, PDL, CD,
DVD System, Tow Pkg., Alloys.
VIN 294275 / STK 10T033A

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$26,000

2006 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY

$14,777V6 3.8L., Auto, Power Sliding Doors, AC,
PW, PDL, Tilt, CC, Multi-CD, Quad Seating,,
Alloys.   #VIN 713736 / STK P1823

2009 FORD EXPEDITION
EDDIE BAUER

CALL NOWV8 5.4L., Auto, 4WD, Fully Loaded,
Leather, Moon Roof, Towing, 3rd Seat,
Alloys.  VIN A11330 / STK P1810

Fully
Loaded

4X4

SPECIAL PURCHASE

MANAGER’S SPECIAL
2006 FORD MUSTANG GT COUPE

V8 4.6L., Auto, AC, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt,
MP3/Multi-CD, Premium Sound, Leather,

Alloys. VIN 131086 / STK 10F023A

7-Passenger

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$16,000

Leather
Loaded

Hard-To-Find
4X4

ONLY
2 LEFT
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CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

IIff yyoouu  aarree  aaccttiivvee
dduuttyy,, rreettiirreedd  mmiillii--

ttaarryy  oorr  aa  ffaammiillyy
mmeemmbbeerr

yyoouu  ccaann  ppllaaccee  aa
FFRREEEE  aadd  iinn  oouurr

Combat
Center

Trader Ads
See page A7 for details

and limitations

Did you know?

Toys for Tots receives truckload of toys from MCCES

Marines from the Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School hustle to the Commanding
General’s building to drop off toys they had pur-
chased for the Toys for Tots run Dec. 4.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  DD..
TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Children’s happy faces were
abundant at the Desert
Winds Golf Course Saturday
during the sixth annual
Marine Corps Community
Services Winter Festival.

More than 3,000 Combat
Center family members attend-
ed the event, backing up traffic
all the way down to Del Valle
Road. The number of atten-
dees is significantly higher than
the past few years, said Kelley
Coe, the special events pro-
gram manager for the Marine
Corps Community Services.

This event really helps jun-

ior enlisted service members
with families give their chil-
dren the type of Christmas
they deserve, said Lance Cpl.
Andrew Holbert, an amphibi-
ous assault vehicle crewman
with Company D, 3rd Assault
Amphibian Battalion.

To accommodate the
large number of attendees,
MCCS provided several shut-
tles to ferry patrons back and
forth from the event.

The main attraction at the
event was Santa Claus, who
was available to hear the chil-
dren’s Christmas wishes and
give out free gifts.

Jiffy the clown was present

MM   aa   rr   ii   nn   ee     CC   oo   rr   pp   ss     AA   ii   rr     GG   rr   oo   uu   nn   dd     CC   oo   mm   bb   aa   tt     CC   ee   nn   tt   ee   rr
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December 11, 2009              Serving  The  Twentynine  Palms  Community  Since  1957 B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Kaiden Johnson, 4, smiles for the camera after telling Santa what he wants for Christmas during the sixth annu-
al Winter Festival at the Desert Winds Golf Course Saturday. After the children took their photo with Santa, they
each received a present from under the tree.

MCCS gives to Combat Center families

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Rudolph and Frosty made an appearance at the sixth
annual Winter Festival at the Desert Winds Golf Course
Saturday. The Ginger Bread Man was also there to enter-
tain the children.

See MCCS, B1

FTP, Drama Killers roll through
championship tournament

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Dan Mintz, an infielder for K’s Buy, crushes a ball against FTP during the Combat Center’s
Coed Softball League Championship playoffs at Felix Field here Wednesday. K’s Buy fought
hard but came up short after FTP rallied in the final inning, to win 15-14, sending them to the
championship game against the Drama Killers.

CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Drama Killers and FTP came
out on top during the Combat
Center’s Coed Softball League

Champion- ship playoffs at Felix
Field Wednesday. The two
teams clashed again in the final
championship game last night,
however, the results were not
available at press time.

The Drama Killers advanced
to the championship by rolling
over Outkast 14-3.

“We were just really excited to

See SOFTBALL, B3

CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Gunners from across the Corps paused for a photo after Gunner
John D. Whiting’s retirement ceremony at the Combat Center Dec. 4.
Whiting (front left), who served more than 26 years in the Corps,
received a Meritorious Service Medal, presented by the retiring offi-
cer Lt. Col. Chris Nash who served as Whiting’s platoon command-
er more than two decades ago. Instead of presenting flowers to his
wife and daughters, Whiting made a donation to the Wounded
Warrior Regiment in honor of Master Sgt. Brian McAnulty who died
during their second deployment to Iraq in 2007. In his remarks to the
audience Whiting expressed pride and gratitude for the Marines he’d
served with and showered his wife and daughters with endearments
and accolades for their strength, support and accomplishments
throughout his career.

Corps bids farewell

to 26-year veteran
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 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
 Breakfast & Lunch

 Mon. - Fri.  7 am - 2 pm

 760-366-5271 or 760-401-5793
 bcampbell@cmccd.edu

 Bruce’s

 At Copper Mountain College
 6162 Rotary Way, Joshua Tree, Ca. 92252

 Catering for all occasions

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 12/11/09 -  12/17/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 COMING SOON
 Dec. 18 - Avatar

 Dec. 23 - Alvin & the Chipmunks
 Dec. 25 - Sherlock Holmes

 Princess & The Frog
 (G)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 (PG13)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Twilight: New Moon

 Brothers
 (R)

 Everyday: 1:30,  4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Blind Side
 (PG)

 Everyday: 1:30,  4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 “Where you’re treated like a frien d  ”

 56410 29 Palm s H w y., Yu cca Valley, C A
 (7 60) 365-37 00

 O fferin g h air an d n ail services th at save yo u  tim e an d 
 m o n ey b etw een  m ain ten an ce appo in tm en ts.

 Late, E arly, an d M o n day 
 appo in tm en ts availab le

 Full Service

 (Repair)

 Accessories

 Clothing & more

 Von’s Shopping Center next to Big O Tires
 57610 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, CA 92284

 VILLAGE BICYCLES
 villageguys@verizon.net

 (Life is Good® Organics)
 Road • Mountain
 BMX • Comfort

 Beach Cruisers• Trailers Margie (owner)

 (760) 365-6777

Lower Desert

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

Liber t y Call

HHoolliiddaayy  ccoonncceerrtt,, ““SSoouunnddss  ooff  tthhee  SSeeaassoonn””
Description: The choir performs holiday music
When: 2:30 p.m., Saturday and Sunday
Where: The Senior Center
Yucca Valley Community Center Complex
57090 Twentynine Palms Highway, Yucca Valley
For more information call 369-7212

AAffrroo  CCuubbaann  JJaazzzz  wwiitthh  RRiittmmoo  LLooccoo  
Description: The very popular Latin jazz quintet
When: 7:30 p.m., Friday
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

TThheeaattrree:: ““TThhee  DDiinnoossaauurr  MMuussiiccaall””
Description: A delightful family-friendly musical
When: 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights, from Nov. 20
through Dec. 19. A Thursday performance will be held
at 7 p.m. on Dec. 3, and a Sunday matinee at 2:30
p.m. Dec. 13.
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Road, Twentynine Palms
For more information call 361-4151 or visit 
http://www.theatre29.com

SSuunnddaayy  BBrruunncchh  MMuussiicc  wwiitthh  MMiicchhaaeell  CCaallllaann
Description: Acoustic old school blues
When: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: The 29 Palms Inn
73950 Inn Avenue, Twentynine Palms
For more information call  367-3505 or visit
http://www.29palmsinn.com.

MMuussiicc:: CChhrriiss  WWaalltteerrss  
Description: Acoustic old school blues with special
guests
When: 7 p.m., Tuesday
Where: 29 Palms Inn
73950 Inn Avenue, Twentynine Palms
For more information call 367-3505 or visit
http://www.29palmsinn.com.

SStteevvee  LLeesstteerr''ss  SSoonnggwwrriittiinngg,, PPooeettrryy,, &&  RRhhyytthhmm  CClluubb
Description: Open mic night where musicians and
artists get together
When: 7 to 10 p.m., Wednesdays
Where: Rattlesnake Jake's
51572 Twentynine Palms Highway, Morongo Valley
For more information call 363-6513 or visit
http://www.rattlesnakejakes.net.

BBooxxiinngg:: CChhaadd  DDaawwssoonn  vvss  GGlleenn  JJoohhnnssoonn
Description: Dawson puts his record on the line
When: 6:30 p.m., Saturday
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy. Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit 
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

MMuussiicc:: LLiioonneell  RRiicchhiiee
Description: The rhythm and blues superstar performs
When: 8 p.m., Jan. 15
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy., Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

VVeennttrriillooqquuiisstt:: JJeeffff  DDuunnhhaamm
Description:The puppet master brings all his characters
When: 8 p.m., Jan. 9
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more info call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

FFrriiddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1111  
6 p.m. – Astro Boy, Rated PG
9 p.m. – Cirque Du Freak, Rated PG-13
Midnight – Law Abiding Citizen, Rated R

SSaattuurrddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1122  
11 a.m. Polar Express, Rated G
2 p.m. – Where the Wild Things Are, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, Rated PG
9 p.m. – Amelia, Rated PG
Midnight – The Box, Rated PG-13

SSuunnddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1133
2 p.m. – Disney’s A Christmas Carol, Rated PG
6 p.m. – The Fourth Kind, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – The Men Who Stare at Goats, Rated R

MMoonnddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1144
7 p.m. – Paranormal Activity, Rated R

TTuueessddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1155
7 p.m. -Law Abiding Citizen, Rated R

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1166
7 p.m. – Where the Wild Things Are, Rated PG

TThhuurrssddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1177
7 p.m. – Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, Rated PG

So you think you’re having a bad day?

NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

SPOILER ALERT!

2012
Rated PG-13

It’s a good thing you’re not
Jackson Curtis (John Cusack),
a divorced dad running late
to pick up his kids, resentful
that his ex-wife’s new hus-
band seems to have it all, and
trying to outrun an apocalyp-
tic meltdown of city-swal-

lowing earthquakes, moun-
tain-swamping tsunamis and
earth-scorching fireballs.

In a tried-and-true
Hollywood disaster-movie
formula, “2012” presents a
handful of central characters
then throws them together
to see who will survive. Can
Jackson, his ex- and his kids
keep one frantic step ahead
of the calamity? What will it
take for the world to finally
listen to the earnest young
government climatologist?
Will the little pampered

Russian poochie live to help
repopulate the canine world? 

Director Roland
Emmerich has set ’em up
and knocked ’em down
before, most notably in
“Independence Day,” “The
Day After Tomorrow” and
“Godzilla.” By all indica-
tions, he’s a guy who built
sand castles as a kid just to
smash them. His gleeful
appetite for destruction
knows no bounds in “2012,”
which uses computer-gener-
ated animation to create
maximum chaos.

The White House is
wiped away by not just a
tidal wave, but a tidal wave
bearing a massive aircraft
carrier. Los Angeles collaps-
es and slides into the sea.
Las Vegas crumbles. Rome is
crushed underneath its top-
pling architectural marvels of
St. Peter’s Square. India dis-
appears. China becomes a
new polar icecap.

“2012” throws everything
into the blender and sets the

control to puree. Characters
babble about solar flares
microwaving the Earth’s core,
ancient prophecies stamped
with the Earth’s expiration
date and an international
governmental cartel to cher-
ry-pick the planet’s best and
brightest (and wealthiest) to
ride the storm out in gigantic,
iron-clad boats.

Danny Glover plays the
U.S. president who decides to
go down with the ship of
state, and Woody Harrelson is
a crackpot apocalypto DJ who
gets off the movie’s funniest
line as the gargantuan fireball
rolling his way catches him, lit-
erally, with his pants down.

But despite the star
power and the spectacle,
“2012” is a mess. While
some of the special effects
are impressive, other scenes
look like they were filmed
with leftover props from a
middle-school play. The dia-
logue is hopelessly cheesy.
The situations into which
the characters are placed are
increasingly ridiculous,
sometimes laughably prepos-
terous. Who knew you could
escape from a crashing air-
plane…in a sports car!? 

It all comes down to
more than two and a half
hours of heaving and cleav-
ing and crashing and crunch-
ing. The state of California,
yells Curtis at one point, “is
going down!” After this
overlong, overcooked, over-
stuffed Thanksgiving turkey,
Cusak should consider his
next movie carefully or his
acting career might be head-
ed the same direction.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Jackson Curtis, played by John Cusack, is a divorced dad running late to pick up his kids when all hell breaks loose
in the form of a tried-and-true Hollywood disaster movie.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

“2012” is an apocalyptic meltdown of city-swallowing earthquakes, mountain-swamping
tsunamis and earth-scorching fireballs.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Woody Harrelson provides comic relief as a crackpot
apocalypto DJ who utters the movie’s funniest line.



play for the championship,” said Deborah
Sullivan, the head coach of the Drama Killers.
“We have a bunch of guys and girls who just
know how to play ball, and that’s what we plan
on doing against whoever we play.

“The main thing I want the guys and
girls to do is hit the ball, play hard and most
of all have fun,” she added.

FTP had to fight a little harder to earn
their spot in the title game.

FTP played red-hot K’s Buy to determine
who would face the Drama Killers in the
championship. The game went back and
forth, and by the bottom of the seventh and
final inning, the score was close with K’s Buy
on top 14-11.

FTP tied the game early in the inning, but
quickly ran down to their last out with a runner
on first base – then FTP shortstop Josh
Goodman came to the plate.

After watching the first pitch,
Goodman choked up on his bat and was
ready. Not even the near-freezing cold
shook his concentration and determina-
tion. He sent the next pitch screaming into
right-center field to drive in the run that
put FTP over the top 15-14.

“It felt pretty good,” Goodman said about
the game-winning hit. “It’s cold and it’s late,
but we were ready – and we’ll be ready for the
championship.”

Gilbert Chavez, the pitcher and head
coach for FTP, said the team received some
help and key players late in the season.

“It’s an awesome feeling,” Chavez said
about playing for the championship.
“We’ve had a lot of inconsistencies
throughout the year, but tonight we
played really well. We’ve not had our girls
with us for a few games this year and that
caused us to forfeit some games, but we
acquired some ladies late and they’ve been
rockstars for us.”

Chavez also said his team will stick to their
current game plan against the Drama Killers.

Cindy Villescas, the head coach of K’s
Buy, said she was proud of her team for the
way they played Wednesday.

“We really played some good ball late in
the season,” she said. “Tonight we played
better than we have all year, and we almost
made it.”

The results of the championship game will
be published in the Sports and Leisure sec-
tion of this newspaper Dec. 18.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 1111,,  22000099 BB33

 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626
 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms

 Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop 
 You Pick Be  You Pick Be  You Pick Be 

 Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident!

NNaammee:: Michael Dixon
UUnniitt:: Marine Corps Communications-Electronics
School
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Baton Rouge, La.
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Student
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Most Valuable Player during the
Commanding General Intramural Championship foot-
ball game
SSppoorrttss  ggooaallss:: “Being the best I can be.”
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “The competitions,
because it gets your adrenaline running and makes you
play better.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  aatthhlleetteess:: “No matter what, keep
moving forward.”

Athlete of the Week

SOFTBALL, from B1

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Ray Wren, pitcher for the Drama Killers, puts some spin on the ball in a
semifinals game against the Outkast during the Combat Center’s Coed
Softball League Championship playoffs at Felix Field Wednesday.

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Gilbert Chavez, the pitcher and head coach
for FTP, rounds third base and sprints for
home plate during the Combat Center’s
Coed Softball League Championship play-
offs at Felix Field Wednesday.

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Players with K’s Buy and Heavy Hitters slap hands after a quarterfinals game dur-
ing the Combat Center’s Coed Softball League Championship playoffs at Felix Field
Wednesday. K’s Buy rolled over the Heavy Hitters 16-2 but lost a heartbreaker
against FTP, ending their season.
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 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms
 Service Department Service Department Service Department

 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919

 PROUDLY PRESENTS PROUDLY PRESENTS PROUDLY PRESENTS

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 12-16-09* 
 See dealer for details.

 FREE  FREE  FREE 
 Ride from Base Ride from Base Ride from Base

 We service  We service 
 all makes  all makes 

 and models and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 1-760- 367-1919 1-760- 367-1919 1-760- 367-1919

 99 LEXUS ES 300
 LIKE NEW CONDITION • LOW MILEAGE

 #0567110

 $9,999

 MANAGER’S SPECIAL

 FREE CAR WASH  FREE CAR WASH  FREE CAR WASH 
 W/30-60-90K  W/30-60-90K  W/30-60-90K 

 SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE
 29 PALMS HWY.

 A
D

O
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E
 R

O
A

D

 M
E

S
Q

U
IT

E
 S

P
R

IN
G

S

 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 10% 10% 10%
 MILITARY  MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 Quality Used Cars Quality Used Cars Quality Used Cars

 Full Tank  of  Gas 
 with  Each 
 Purchase

 FREE 
 CARFAX
 Report

 Rates as low 
 as   0%   APR *

 *for select 
 military 

 personnel!

 2 9  Palms 2 9  Palms 2 9  Palms
 Yucca Valley  Yucca Valley  Yucca Valley 

 Chrysler Chrysler Chrysler
 Sales Open 7 Days a Week • Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri. 72878 29 Palms Hwy. Twentynine Palms

 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430

 04 MERCEDES C230

 $11,999
 NICE • LOADED

 #612957

 04 GMC YUKON

 $13,999
 FAMILY SIZE • 3RD. ROW

 #4R272891

 07 PONTIAC G5

 $14,999
 SPORTY • NICE

 #77251014

 07 JEEP WRANGLER

 $21,999
 WINCH • ONLY 3000 MILES

 #230082

 $10,999
 GREAT FAMILY CAR

 #BA36708

 06 FORD FREESTAR

 06 NISSAN 350Z

 $16,999
 SPORTY

 #604751

 07 HONDA CIVIC SI

 $17,999
 LOW MILES • MOON ROOF

 # 701493

 XLT • FULL POWER

 06 DODGE CHARGER RT

 $19,999
 LOADED

 #005741

 GOOD 
 CREDIT!

 BAD 
 CREDIT!

 NO 
 CREDIT!

 NO* 
 PROBLEM!

 08 EXPLORER

 $20,999
 #A17174

 XLT

 08 TOYOTA SCION XB

 $17,999
 SHARP 

 FULL FACTORY WARRANTY

 # 034556

 #318377

to entertain families by mak-
ing balloon animals for the
children.

Face painting, and arts
and crafts booths, complete
with crayons, colored pencils,
markers, coloring books,
crowns and paper swords,
were set up to entertain the
children throughout the day.

The Combat Center Band
performed to set the holiday
mood for the event’s patrons.

The California BBQ

Association provided refresh-
ments for the festival includ-
ing, hot dogs, hamburgers,
potato salad, chips, hot
chocolate, cider and coffee.

JSerra High School, a pri-
vate Christian school in San
Juan Capistrano, Calif.,
attended to help MCCS,
something they have done
each year since the first event.

“All the toys were donated
from the JSerra High School
students,” Coe said. The stu-
dents also helped out by
organizing the toys by age

and gender and passing them
out to the children.

“The school has done this
so many times the students
ask the teachers if they will
be donating toys again this
year,” she said.

Frosty the Snowman,
Rudolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer and the Gingerbread
Man roamed the golf course
to entertain the children.

Coe said because of the
success of this year’s event,
MCCS plans to hold the
event again next year.

MCCS, from B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

A festively-dressed Marine Corps Community Services employee paints a child’s face at
the sixth annual Winter Festival at the Desert Winds Golf Course Saturday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

(From left to right) Lance Cpl. John Starks, Sgt. Steve Santiago, Cpls. Andrew Gerlach
and Gabriel Gonzalez, and Sgt. Eduardo Espinosa, all members of the Combat Center
Band, play seasonal music for families during the sixth annual Winter Festival at the
Desert Winds Golf Course Saturday. More than 3,000 people showed up for the festival.


