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Commandant calls for ideas
to improve Marine Corps
QQUUAALLIITTYY  AANNDD  IINNNNOOVVAATTIIOONN
BBRRAANNCCHH
HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS

QUANTICO, Va. – The Marine Corps
is looking for a few good suggestions.

To tap the knowledge of Marines at
all levels in developing battlefield and
garrison efficiencies, Headquarters
Marine Corps is revamping the
Beneficial Suggestion Program.
Often, the best solutions to pressing
problems come from the “boots on
the ground.”

The Beneficial Suggestion
Program encourages all Marine Corps
employees to suggest improvements
to the Corps’ processes and opera-
tions. Those with suggestions have
the opportunity to help their fellow
Marines and to earn up to $25,000 for
suggestions which are adopted. The
program also provides a communica-
tion channel between staff and lead-
ership for improvements to the
Corps. All suggestions are welcome.

The revamped Beneficial Suggestion
Program will significantly reduce the time
it takes to evaluate and adopt good solu-
tions. It will also establish a way to repli-

cate good local solutions throughout the
Marine Corps. A Marine Administrative
Message and an updated order for the
revised program are due out shortly.

One place the Corps’ needs your
solutions is in improving energy effi-
ciency on the battlefield. As we strive
to “lighten the load” on our Marines,
opportunities exist to improve convoy
operations, water purification, tent
insulation, power generation, and
many other areas. Although Marines
can always use the Universal Need
Statement or Urgent UNS process for
battlefield improvements, the
Beneficial Suggestion Program pro-
vides an additional process for making
improvements that help Marines.

Suggestions may be submitted
immediately at http://www.logcom.
usmc.mil/benesuggs. Including as
much detail as possible will speed up
the evaluation process.

If you have any questions, contact
the Quality and Innovation Branch,
Business Management Division,
Logistics Capabilities Center, at 229-
639-5578 or the Marine Corps
Continuous Process Improvement
Program Office at 703-614-4760.

NCIS sets sights on fraud prevention
PPVVTT..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Every quarter, the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service here focuses
on a different crime to target in its
annual crime reduction program.
This quarter, NCIS has its sights
set on fraud prevention.

Merriam Webster’s Dictionary
defines fraud as the intentional
perversion of truth in order to
induce another to part with some-
thing of value or to surrender a

legal right or as an act of deceiving
or misrepresenting.

Eric MacLennan, an NCIS spe-
cial agent aboard the Combat
Center, said the program focuses on
education to help prevent fraud
from occurring.

“The more educated the public
is, the more ability they will have to
recognize and stop people commit-
ting these crimes,” he said.

MacLennan said he plans on
hosting several command briefs
around the installation to help edu-

cate unit leaders so they can pass the
knowledge to their junior Marines.

He said there are ways to defend
against becoming a victim of fraud.

People need to safeguard their
social security number and any
personally identifiable informa-
tion, said the Virginia Beach,
Va., native.

“In the Marine Corps, some-
times it’s hard to keep from giving
out your social security number,”
MacLennan said. “Out in town
though, be extremely leery of

anyone asking for credit card
information or any information
that can identify you.”

It was a former lack of educa-
tion and knowledge which Lance
Cpl. Tracy Stanley, an ammunition
technician with the Tactical
Training Exercise Control Group
here, credits as the cause of inter-
net fraud. She said if she had not
acted quickly, fraud could have cost
her a large sum of money.

“I just started college a couple of
months ago and I needed books for

my classes, so I went online to find
them,” said the McAllen, Texas
native. “I ordered my book from
the internet and noticed a couple of
weeks later more money was being
taken out of my bank account for
magazines I never purchased.

“It all got taken care of, but I
know now not to trust certain
Web sites,” she said.

To report suspected fraud, call
NCIS at 830-6275, or the Criminal
Investigation Department at
830-6820.

3rd CEB volunteers time,
effort to preserve Keys Ranch
PPVVTT..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK,
Calif. – While most Marines and sailors sta-
tioned aboard the Combat Center were car-
rying out their military mission, Jan. 28, 14
members of 3rd Combat Engineer
Battalion were working hard on another
mission, a mission to preserve the history of
Keys Ranch in the national park here.

The warriors volunteered their day to
help restore a cabin which had suc-
cumbed to the harsh climate of the
Mojave Desert and remove unwanted
vegetation from the ranch.

While in its prime, the ranch was bustling
with activity.

But now, the ranch has transformed into
a slow-moving tourist attraction, more akin
to sunny days with sightseers milling around
the grounds than a haven of hard work and
a sweat-built homestead.

With the days of ranch life and con-
stant mending behind it, one cabin fell,
leaving behind a pile of rubble covered
with the remains of the old, tin roof
which provided shelter to the splintered

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Navy Lt. Bryan Davenport, the chaplain of 3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion, works an old masonry
tool left on Keys Ranch in Joshua Tree National Park
during a guided tour Jan. 28.See KEYS, A4

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

The original Purple Heart
Medal, designated as the
Badge of Military Merit, was
established by order of
George Washington
on Aug. 7, 1782.
During World War
II, nearly 500,000
Purple Heart
medals were
manufactured in
anticipation of the
estimated casual-
ties resulting from
the planned Allied
invasion of Japan. To the
present date, all American
military casualties of the 65
years following the end of World
War II have not exceeded that
number. As of 2003, there were still
120,000 Purple Heart medals in stock.

■ “Let it be known that he who wears the Military Order of the
Purple Heart has given of his blood in the defense of his homeland
and shall forever be revered by his fellow countrymen.”

CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Combat Center educational
representatives met with offi-
cials from the Morongo Unified
School District for the Military
Child Education Coalition
Transition Counselors Institute
seminar in the Officers’ Club
Mesa Room here Tuesday and
Wednesday.

During the seminar, members
from organizations like the Marine
Corps Family Team Building
Office, and the Lifestyle, Insights,
Networking, Knowledge and
Skills program, discussed the
Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunities for
Military Children with local
school officials.

MCEC focuses on making
transitions easier for children who
are forced to change schools
when their parents are assigned to
a new duty station, said Tina
Paulson, the Combat Center
school liaison.

“[The Interstate Compact]
was signed into law by the
state of California Jan. 15,”
said Paulson, a Tucson, Ariz.,
native.

An Interstate Compact is an
agreement, with the consent of
Congress, between two or more

School leaders
talk transitions

See SCHOOL, A5

3rd Bn., 11th

Marines, presents

Purple Hearts 

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  DD..  TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

When George Washington established the Badge of Military Merit on Aug. 7,
1782, while in command of the Continental Army, the award was intend-

ed to identify and honor America’s service members who were
wounded or killed in battle while defending the nation.

In keeping with Washington’s tradition, three Marines and
sailors from 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, received

the Purple Heart Medal Monday during a promotions and
awards ceremony.

Capt. Jarrod Overton, the commanding officer of
Battery I; Staff Sgt. Lawrence Salcido, the battalion’s local
security chief; and Sgt. Robert DeLuca, an ammunition
technician, all earned the medal for wounds they received
while deployed to Afghanistan last year. All three recipients
were wounded by improvised explosive devices.

Salcido said he and 17 other Marines were sent on a
mounted patrol to find insurgents who had attacked a convoy

the previous day.
“When we stopped our vehicle to use Expray and the

vehicle moved that last little bit from putting it into park the
IED went off,” he said.

According to the Plexus Scientific Web site, http://
www.expray.com, Expray is a unique, aerosol-based field test kit for the

See WOUNDED, A3



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Big bash
5. Propelled a dinghy
10.Warming in relations
14.Passed with flying 

colors
15.“__ porridge hot...”
16.Lamarr of “Samson

and Delilah”
17.Chats idly
20.Battle of Trenton 

losers
21.Van Gogh’s town
22.Peeples or Vardalos
23.PC pop-up
25.Tear into
29.“__ for Alibi”

(Graft on novel)
30.Dumb cluck
34.__ Island Red (kind

of chicken)
35.Dwight’s two-time 

opponent
37.“The Simpsons”

storekeeper

38.Audience  response
to a great comedy act

41.Miner’s find
42.Holy shroud city
43.Prophetic events
44.Hardy heroine
46.Picnic throw away
47.Peak of NE Greece
48.“Draft Dodger Rag”

singer Phil
50.“Wait a __!”
51.Pitched too high
54.Hardly virtuous
59.Boxer in a Bob 

Dylan song
62.“Cogito, __ sum”
63.IV part
64.Talk show retiree of

2009
65.Ox team’s burden
66.__ and services
67.Makes a pick
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Observation Post

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclu-
sive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the United States government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are
Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, locat-
ed in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Cause for stitches
2. Need ibuprofen
3. Many August births
4. Hubbubs
5. Tall ships celebra-

tion, for short
6. Met Life rival
7. Cheerleaders’

cheers
8. Language suffix
9. Society newbie
10.“Ay, there’s __”:

Shak.
11.Bread end
12.Timber-shaping 

tool
13.Road-fork shapes
18.Hardest to spot
19.Vied for a seat
23.Home to La Scala
24.Jacob’s twin
25.Shop lingo
26.Don’t hog
27.Loafer bottoms

28.Sidewalk stand quaff
29.Go off script
31.Rock’s Hall & __
32.Starts the concert
33.Fluid-filled sac
35.Jackson 5 ‘dos
36.Prankster’s cry
39.“That hurts!”
40.Med. ins. group
45.Blue feeling
47.Tourist centers
49.Cost-of-living no.
50.Dummy Mortimer
51.Herding dog’s name
52.Take the mound
53.Golden Fleece 

transporter
54.Golden Rule word
55.Woody’s musical 

son
56.“__ lively!”
57.Caterpillar’s creation
58.Libidinous god
60.Smoke, slangily
61.“It’s __-brainer!”

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Steve Selser
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Beaverton, Ore.
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Natural resources specialist
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Respond to wildlife
calls, brief incoming personnel about
natural resource laws, wildfires, inva-
sive species management, tortoise
management.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr
jjoobb?? “It is diverse and I love dealing
with wildlife.”
HHoobbbbiieess:: Golf, watching movies, hunt-
ing, camping and playing with dogs
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: Four years in Navy
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: Three years

1 2 3
4 2 5 6
7 8 1 2 5

5 8
2 9 4 1

5 7

1 2 7 5 4
3 6 7 2

9 8 1

Hot Topics
CCOOMMBBAATT  CCEENNTTEERR  TTAAXX

OOFFFFIICCEE
Free and accurate tax filing is
now available through the
installation tax office in build-
ing 1651 on 7th Street. Tax
center personnel are now avail-
able to answer any tax-related
questions. The tax office is cur-
rently open for walk-in cus-
tomers from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Appointments will be available
starting Feb. 16 from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. For more information,
questions, or to schedule
appointments, call 830-4829.

OOFFFFIICCEERRSS’’ SSPPOOUUSSEESS
CCLLUUBB  SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPPSS

AANNDD  GGRRAANNTTSS
The Officers’ Spouses Club
now has scholarships available
for the 2010-2011 academic
year. If you are a military family
member applying to an accred-
ited two or four-year institution
for undergraduate study or
vocational certificate, you may
be eligible. All application mate-
rials must be postmarked by
March 1. For more information
or to receive an application, e-
mail oscscholarship@gmail.
com or call 910-9576.

HHII  DDEESSEERRTT  PPOONNYY
LLEEAAGGUUEE

Hi Desert Pony League for
baseball and softball are cur-
rently underway at Luckie Park
in Twentynine Palms.
Additional signups will occur
Saturday and Feb. 13 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Luckie Park.
Call 424-6329 or 910-787-
2175, or log on to http:
//29hdpl.clubspaces.com for
more information.

MMIILLIITTAARRYY  AALLLL  SSTTAARR
BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  TTEEAAMM

There will be an open tryout
for the U.S. Military All Star
Baseball Team for active duty
personnel aboard the
Combat Center Feb. 21 from
1 to 5 p.m. at Felix Field. The
team is currently seeking play-
ers for the upcoming “2010
Red, White, and Blue Tour.”
For further information and
questions, call Randy Husted
at the Marine Corps
Community Services Sports
Office at 830-4092, or e-mail
your questions to
hustedr@usmc-mccs.org.

Marine Corps History

Feb. 2, 1968

Three battalions of Marines
participate in Operation

Hue City in Vietnam after
the Tet Offensive.

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22001100  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily
those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps

or the Department of Defense.

WWhhoo  ddoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  iiss
ggooiinngg  ttoo  wwiinn  tthhee  SSuuppeerr

BBoowwll  aanndd  wwhhyy??

LANCE CPL. BRANDON NAGY

COMPANY C, 1ST BATTALION, 
2ND MARINE REGIMENT

“The Colts because they
have Manning.”

STAFF SGT. JASON COVERT

MARINE CORPS
COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS SCHOOL

“Indianapolis because
everyone underesti-

mates their defense.”

CPL. JONATHON CROFOOT

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY, 
3RD BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT

“The Saints because they
are the underdogs.”

School Liaison Information
QQuueessttiioonn:: Where can I find information regarding financial aid?

AAnnsswweerr:: The following Web sites will help with resources for
financial aid:
Free Application for Federal Student Aid: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
Federal Student Aid: http://federalstudentaid.ed.gov/

For more information, please contact 
smbplmsmccsschoolliaison@usmc.mil or call 830-1574.

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA88]]
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Tax Tips
Eagle

Eyes

Report any suspicious activity immediately
which may be a sign of terrorism, including:

1. Surveillance
2. Suspicious questioning
3. Tests of security
4. Acquiring supplies
5. Suspicious persons
6. Trial runs
7. Deploying assets

830-3937

Everyone can use
Free File service
IIRRSS  TTAAXX  TTIIPP  22001100  ##1166

The IRS Free File service provides free fed-
eral income tax return preparation and elec-
tronic filing for all taxpayers. All you need is
access to a computer and the Internet and
you can prepare and e-file your federal tax
return for free.

Free File is offered through a partnership
between the IRS and the Free File Alliance,
a group of private-sector tax software com-
panies. Since Free File’s debut in 2003, more
than 27 million returns have been prepared
and e-filed through this program.

Free File offers two options. The first is
Traditional Free File, which includes
approximately 20 tax preparation software
products from which to choose. Taxpayers
with 2009 incomes of $57,000 or less are
eligible for this service. The second option
is Free File Fillable Forms, which is an elec-
tronic version of IRS paper forms. All tax-
payers can use Free File Fillable Forms to
prepare and file tax forms electronically.
Use the following steps to file your return
through IRS Free File:
SStteepp  11.. Get Started Access IRS.gov and
click the Free File logo or go to
www.irs.gov/freefile. You must access Free
File companies through the official IRS
Web site to qualify for the free service.
SStteepp  22.. Determine Your Eligibility If your
2009 income was $57,000 or less, you’re
eligible for Traditional Free File’s easy-to-
use, step-by-step software. If your income
was higher, you are eligible for Free File
Fillable Forms.
SStteepp  33.. Link to Free File Company Service
If you opt for Traditional Free File, you can
choose one of the approximate 20 offerings
by reviewing which one fits your situation.
You can click “I Will Choose A Free File
Company” or “Help Me Find A Free File
Company.” To get started with Free File
Fillable Forms, just click the “Choose Free
File Fillable Forms” button.
SStteepp  44.. Prepare and e-file your Federal
Income Tax Return Either Traditional
Free File or Free File Fillable Forms will
allow you to file your return electronically,
for free.

Both the fillable-forms option and the
“full service” Free File offerings are only
available through IRS.gov. Whether you are
new to Free File or a returning taxpayer, you
must access Free File through IRS.gov; oth-
erwise, the provider may charge a fee.
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University of Maryland University College

Call 619-995-4127
Visit military.umuc.edu/infosecure

Advance your career. Anywhere. Enroll today. 

UMUC
information assurance

Register Today 
Undergraduate classes 
start February 14 

graduate classes 
start February 17

Information assurance specialists are in demand due to the growth of information  

fraud, identity theft and other types of cybercrime. Start earning your undergraduate 

or graduate degree or certificate now, with convenient online courses from University 

of Maryland University College (UMUC). Enroll today—and be in demand tomorrow. 

to the U.S. military worldwide

members and their families, plus loans 

plan available

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 It is always a joy for me to meet a tough minded 
 optimist.  It was a delight, therefore, for me to 
 become acquainted with Raj Idnani, proprietor of 
 Travelodge Inn and Suites in Yucca Valley.

 In this challenging economic market in which 
 many cautious people are simply staying away from 
 any type of risky enterprise, Raj has enthusiastically 
 moved ahead with vision and confidence and has 
 purchased what was the Yucca Valley Inn and 
 Suites and is going to do exciting things with the 
 entire property.

 I mean Raj, together with his brother, nephew, 
 have moved “lock, stock, and barrel” into our High 
 Desert and are totally dedicated to making the 
 Travelodge a high quality place to stay.

 They have already spent huge sums of money 
 remodeling and improving existing facilitiesand are 
 making exciting new additions both inside and 
 outside the buildings.  This includes what is 
 arguably the largest and nicest pool at any inn of 
 the High Desert.  There is also a first class 
 restaurant on the property.

 The rooms and suites are priced to fit any 
 budget and have been made fresh and attractive.  
 And there is also a Continental Breakfast every 
 morning.

 Anyway, I want to salute Raj and his family for 
 bringing their vision, confidence, and dedicated sprit 
 to our High Desert.  

 They are truly tough minded optimists! 

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

‘Red Patchers’ take pride to new level
CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

While walking around the
installation, Combat Center
personnel may come across
Marines who sport red
patches on their uniforms.
Some may have heard the
red patches mean they have
a military occupational spe-
cialty as an underwater
scout sniper, submarine
door gunner, warrant offi-
cer in training or an in-flight
missile technician.

Despite popular beliefs,
the patches are not any of
these Marines—they are
worn by landing support spe-
cialists, said Cpl. Jeffrey
Phillips, a landing support
specialist with Transportation
Support Company, Combat
Logistics Battalion 7.

“Even though our MOS
has changed and added dif-
ferent elements over the
years, we still play an essen-
tial role in the Marine
Corps,” Phillips said. “If
you look back to any major
movement the Marine
Corps made, we were
involved in it.”

Landing support special-
ists have a wide range of
duties they perform for the
Marine Corps. They build
beach landing zones, per-
form helicopter extractions,
create and manage arrival,
departure air control groups
for deployments and port
operations.

The history behind the
red patches dates back
more than 60 years to
World War II, when land-
ing support specialists cre-
ated beach landing zones
so infantrymen could get
into the fight.

“Some of the grunts did-
n’t want to push up so they
would pretend they were
part of the shore party,”
said Phillips, a Richmond,
Va., native. “They had no
idea what they were doing
so they screwed up the
entire show.”

To solve the situation, a
3-inch by 1-inch red patch
was sewn on the trousers;
a 1-inch by 1-inch patch
was sewn onto the covers;
and a 3-inch by 3-inch
patch was sewn onto the
back of the blouse to dis-
tinguish the landing sup-
port Marines from the
ground pounders.

Although the patch on
the back of the blouse has

been phased out, the red
patches on the trousers and
covers remain. It’s the only
MOS distinguishing device
worn in the Marine Corps
and can only be worn with
the utility uniform.

Aboard the Combat
Center, there are only 18
‘Red Patchers,’ all of whom
are with Combat Logistics
Battalion 7, the noncom-
missioned officers with
Transportation Support
Co., have taken it upon
themselves to teach the
junior Red Patchers the his-
tory of their distinct uni-
form item.

“We want them to take
pride in the patches we
wear,” said Cpl. Naomi

Bachochin, a landing sup-
port specialist with CLB-7.
“I know when I have worn
cammies without the red
patch I feel naked—it just
doesn’t feel right.”

Cpl. Stewart Laurents,
who also wears the Red
Patch on his uniform,
agreed with Bachochin and
said he takes immense pride
in the uniform because it
shows the uniqueness of
his MOS.

“I am proud to wear my
red patch and I am proud of
the history behind it,” said
Laurents, a Rayne, La.,
native. “It would be a shame
to let that all go because we
didn’t pass it on to our jun-
ior Marines.”

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Landing support specialists with Transportation Support Company, Combat Logistics
Battalion 7, stand in formation behind their work section Jan. 20. Only 18 Marines with
Combat Logistics Battalion 7 have the privilege to wear the red patch on their utility
uniforms, which continues the legacy of their military occupational specialty as land-
ing support operators. The Red Patchers’ history dates back to the Island Hopping
Campaign more than 60 years ago.

detection and identification of explosives and com-
pounds containing inorganic nitrates, which are used to
make IEDs.

Before awarding the medals, Lt. Col. Eduardo
Abisellan, the battalion’s commanding officer,
spoke to the Marines and sailors about the Purple
Heart recipients’ sacrifice.

“These young men gave willingly of themselves
and served our nation in-time of need,” said the
Miami native. “They possess a tremendous spirit,
dedication and love for our nation, the Corps, and
for one another. I know they are humbled by the
presentation, but not nearly as humbled as I am for
being able to present it to them.”

Since the battalion returned from Afghanistan,
the Marines and sailors have been conducting train-
ing exercises in support of infantry battalions and
in preparation for future deployments.

WOUNDED, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

(from left to right) Lt. Col. Eduardo Abisellan, the
commanding officer of 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine
Regiment; Capt. Jarrod Overton, the commanding
officer of Battery I; Staff Sgt. Lawrence Salcido, the
battalion’s local security chief; Sgt. Robert DeLuca,
an ammunition technician; and Sgt. Maj. Robert
Caldwell, the battalion sergeant major, pose for a
photo during a promotions and awards ceremony
Monday. Overton, Salcido and DeLuca were all
awarded Purple Heart Medals for wounds they
received while on a mounted patrol during the bat-
talion’s deployment to Afghanistan last year.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Lt. Col. Eduardo Abisellan presents a Purple Heart
Medal to Staff Sgt. Lawrence Salcido Monday.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of God will never 

 take you where the grace of

 God will not protect you . ”

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Lucky Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 New Beginning 
 Community Church

 Pastor Lynn Gary Thompson
 Christ Centered Church

 Sunday School - 9:30 am Adult & Youth
 Worship Service - 10:30 am

 Music & Fun - 6:00 pm
 55922 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 760-910-5261

 Acts 2:38
 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
 Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

 Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
 73493 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, Ca

 367-4185
 Pastor Titus R. Burns
 Sunday Service: 10:00 AM
 Wednesday Night Bible
 Study: 7:00 PM

 Blessed Sacrament 
 Catholic Church

 The corner of Utah Trail 
 and National Park Dr.

 Sat. Mass 4:30 pm
 Sun. Mass 8:00 am • 10:30 am

 Call for all other Mass info

 760-367-3343

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

wood which, in better days,
provided structural support.
That’s where the Marines
and sailors of 3rd CEB
came into the picture.

The goal of the volunteer
project was to help restore
the area to how it looked
when William Keys and his
family inhabited it in the early
1900s, said John Schroeder,
an archeologist with Joshua
Tree National Park.

Schroeder said the Keys
family was one of the first
families who built their
homestead in the area and
was not forced out by the
area’s climate.

“They built everything on
the ranch from nothing,” he
said, surveying the area. “He
even built a schoolhouse
because he knew his children
needed an education.”

The Keys settlement is
now an attraction which can
be only seen by appointment
Saturdays and Sundays dur-
ing a park ranger-guided tour
at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. from
October through May.
Weekday scheduling varies

and can be checked at the
Web site, http://www.nps
.gov/jotr/planyourvisit/
programs.html.

The cabin belonged to
one of the Keys’ friends, Bill
McHaney, and was moved to
the ranch after McHaney
grew too old to live alone,
Schroeder said.

“We have historic photo-
graphs of what the cabin
looked like while it was lived
in,” said Schroeder, a San
Diego native. “We’re going to
use all the original materials
and rebuild it exactly how it
was before it fell.”

With the exception of
the volunteer project lead,
Navy Lt. Bryan Davenport,
3rd CEB’s chaplain, the
Marines and sailors of 3rd
CEB had never visited the
park before. Most brought
with them a sense of won-
der and all came with a will-
ingness to work.

“We came out to help,”
Davenport said. “The roof
was sitting on top of what
was left of the cabin, so we
had to move it to let the
archeologists see what they
have to work with when

they rebuild it.”
Besides providing the

manpower and engineering
know-how to move the roof
properly, the Marines and
sailors also picked weeds
which had grown up in the
ranch’s disuse.

“It was a big job,”
Schroeder said. “If the little
group of park rangers here
and I tried to pick all the
weeds, it would take us forev-
er. Having these Marines out
here really helps us to preserve
the ranch for the future.”

Marines have a history of
helping keep Joshua Tree
National Park beautiful, said
Laureen Lentz, the volunteer
coordinator with the park.

“We always have groups of
Marines out here doing odd-
jobs and helping us,” she said.
“It’s great because not only are
we getting help, the Marines
stationed here get the chance
to see how beautiful the park is
and what it has to offer.

“I know a lot of Marines
never come here, and once
they do, they normally realize
what they were missing,”
Lentz said.

Lance Cpl. Michael

Ehrhart, a field radio wire-
man with Headquarters
and Service Company, 3rd
CEB, made his first venture
into the park when he vol-
unteered to help preserve
the ranch, and he said it
won’t be his last.

“I’ve never been here
before, but I’m coming out
here this weekend,” said the
Columbia, Md., native. “I’m
glad I got the opportunity to
come out here, I never real-
ized the desert in our back-
yard could actually be cool. It

seems like a whole new world
in the park – and I would
have never known about it
until I came out here.”

For information regarding
volunteer opportunities in
Joshua Tree National Park,
contact Lentz at 367-5524.

KEYS, from A1

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Fourteen Marines and sailors from 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion, spend their day Jan. 28 helping restore a cabin
which had succumbed to the harsh climate of the Mojave Desert and removing unwanted vegetation from the ranch
Jan. 28. This was one of many times service members stationed aboard the Combat Center have volunteered to
help preserve the park. Ranch visits are only available by appointment Saturdays and Sundays during park ranger-
guided tours at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. from October through May. Weekday scheduling varies and can be checked at
the Web site, http://www.nps.gov/jotr/planyourvisit/programs.html.

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Navy Lt. Bryan Davenport, the chaplain of 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion, makes his
way through a pile of wood, removing any unwanted vegetation at Keys Ranch in
Joshua Tree National Park Jan 28.

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Seaman Elbert Gonzalez, a hospital corpsman with
3rd Combat Engineer Battalion, adds another dried
plant to the growing pile Jan. 28 at Keys Ranch in
Joshua Tree National Park.



states. These agreements
often result in the creation of
a governmental agency which
is responsible for administer-
ing or improving some shared
resource like the MCEC – the
agency created as a result of
the Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunities
for Military Children, accord-
ing to its Web site,

http://www.militarychild.org
/whats-happening/inter
state-compact/.

Dave Price, the director
of student services with the
Morongo Unified School
District, said the Compact
should help military chil-
dren change schools more
smoothly.

“Mostly, it makes sure
everyone’s aware of the
needs of military children

and families around deploy-
ments, and the needs of the
military,” said Price, a San
Bernardino, Calif., native.
“It also gives school dis-
tricts a place to start to
establish the accommoda-
tions available.”

Paulson said there are sev-
eral problems transitioning
military families run into
when enrolling their children
in a new school.

“A lot of the time, and
especially at the high
school level, tryouts for
sports or deadlines to join
school clubs have came
and gone by the time the
child is enrolled,” she said.
“This agreement gives
transitioning military stu-
dents the same opportuni-
ties to participate.”

Zoe Trautman, the lead
trainer during the seminar
and Burke, Va., native, said
another issue facing military
families, is the length of time
children spend out of school
with parents scheduled to
deploy overseas.

“We understand children
need to see their parents
before they deploy,”
Trautman said. “When
deployments come, some
parents keep their children

out of school for weeks at a
time. Usually 10 days is the
norm. We just can’t have chil-
dren missing weeks and
weeks of school.”

Paulson said the Compact
also standardizes each par-
ticipating state’s gradua-
tion requirements for high
school students.

Currently, 26 states have
signed the Compact.

“There are still a few
states on the fence,” said
Paulson. “But 26 is a lot of
states. It’s a huge difference
from last year because there
were only 11 states under the
agreement.”

For more information on
MCEC or the Interstate
Compact, visit http://www.
militarychild.org/whats-
happening.
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Sign & Drive Sales Event
Through the Month of January

*Low APR Rates. *Up to $8,000 Off on Select Models.

Paradise Volkswagen
79050 Varner Rd. Indio, CA

866-280-7488

This offer is a true Military Discount and is above & beyond 
any other offer made by Volkswagen nationally.

Owner, Paradise Volkswagen

Towards the purchase/lease on select new MY09 & MY10 Volkswagen PZEV* 
models. *Partial Zero Emission Vehicle. Active/retired military personal or any 
of their immediate family members residing at same home address are eligible.
Not redeemable for cash. Limit one per customer. Name of customer must appear on valid vehicle registration.

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

SSTTAAFFFF  SSGGTT.. CCAARRLL  AA.. AATTHHEERRTTOONN

Maj. Michael Glass, the Explosive Ordnance Disposal officer in charge at
the Combat Center, shows members of the Jordanian Delegation robotic
technology used within EOD to assist them in their duties aboard the instal-
lation Jan. 28 during the delegation’s visit to the installation.

Jordanians gain explosive knowledge

CCPPLL.. TTYYLLEERR  WW.. HHIILLLL

A member of the Advisor Training Group shows the Republic of Korea Sergeant
Major of the Marine Corps, Sergeant Major In-HO Seo, different types of
weapons the Marine Corps faces during overseas deployments during the emis-
sary’s visit to the Combat Center Jan. 28. Seo visited the Combat Center to see
how the Marine Corps trains and prepares its personnel for future deployments.

A peek in the Corps’ playbook

IIff yyoouu  aarree  aaccttiivvee
dduuttyy,, rreettiirreedd
mmiilliittaarryy  oorr  aa

ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerr
yyoouu  ccaann  ppllaaccee  aa
FFRREEEE  aadd  iinn  oouurr
Combat
Center
Trader

Ads
See page A7 for details

and limitations

Did you know?

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Combat Center educational representatives met with officials from the Morongo
Unified School District for the Military Child Education Coalition Transition Counselors
Institute seminar in the Mesa Room of the Officers’ Club Wednesday to discuss key
education issues facing military families.

SCHOOL, from A1

Relax with the paper

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

Wednesdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star

Thursdays with
The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post
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 “Serving the High Desert for Over 25 Years”
 Enrolled to Practice Before the IRS

 57466 29 Palms Hwy., Ste. E, Yucca Valley • 228-1829

 RARICK & ASSOCIATES

 Prompt Professional
 Tax Preparation at

  Competitive
 Prices! 

 • Individual
 • A LL  Business
 • A LL  States

 Call Today!
 760-228-1829

 Why deal with  PART TIME  tax preparers?
 The IRS never goes on vacation and that’s 
 why we are here for you year round—
 before & after tax season.

 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

 To advertise in this space 
 Call  365-3315 or 367-3577

 IRS forms are getting 
 more and more complicated.

 Tax payers need professional options 
 to file their returns properly.

 Your Community Newspapers,
 Working to Serve You Better!

 X X X A A A T T T  E E E M M M I I I T T T

 Call to reserve your space now!

 It’s

 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626
 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms

 Don’ t  Let  The Body Shop  Don’ t  Let  The Body Shop  Don’ t  Let  The Body Shop 
 You Pick Be  You Pick Be  You Pick Be 

 Your Next  Acc ident! Your Next  Acc ident! Your Next  Acc ident!

Deli has the goods
SSTTOORRYY  AANNDD  PPHHOOTTOOSS  BBYY
CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Families, especially military
families, are constantly on the
go. With the numerous tasks
needed to be accomplished
each day, sometimes dinner
can be harder than it has to be.

Luckily for Combat Center
personnel, the Commissary’s
Deli and Bakery Department
offers its patrons a wide variety
of meats, cheeses and other
foods to make a quiet dinner
with the family, or even a Super
Bowl party an easy success.

“We have all kinds of great
things,” said Darlene
Mitchell, the Deli and Bakery
manager. “We offer party
trays, freshly-baked breads

and cookies, wings, sand-
wiches, rotisserie chicken, and
even a Chinese meal deal.”

The department can also
conjure cakes from patrons’
personal pictures, which can
add a nice touch to a birthday
or other celebration. The
bakery is currently offering
football-shaped cakes for
Sunday’s Super Bowl.

Mitchell, a native of
Twentynine Palms, said her
associates work tirelessly to
provide patrons with fresh,
quality goods.

“We bake all of our own
bread, so we’re here every
morning around four to get an
early start on the day,” she said.

Christine Vattuene, a
long-time commissary
patron, said she has enjoyed

the Deli and Bakery depart-
ment’s services for years.

“I’ve been shopping here
ever since the commissary
opened,” said the Pioneertown,
Calif., native, about the
department. “They carry
things you can’t get at stores
out in town.”

Cyndy J. Fultz, the store
director, said low prices and a
friendly environment are what
keep consumers coming back.

“The overall savings from
out in town make us unique,”
said the San Diego native.
“Our staff is made up of
some of the friendliest peo-
ple you will find.”

For more information, or
to place an order with the
department, call 830-7572,
ext. 3015.

Nita Maral, a deli and bakery associate at the Combat Center Commissary, moves a freshly-cooked rack of rotisserie
chickens out of the oven in the Commissary Deli and Bakery Department Tuesday.

Mika West, a deli and bakery associate at the Combat Center Commissary, signals suc-
cess while preparing a submarine sandwich Tuesday. The Deli and Bakery Department
offers several subs daily for a perfect lunchtime treat.

Keeter Moss, the family readiness officer for CLB-7 Combat Logistics Battalion, and her
son, Gage, look through the different birthday cake designs offered by the Deli and
Bakery Department Tuesday. The department also designs cakes for other special
events like farewell parties and weddings.

The Combat Center Commissary Deli and Bakery
Department is currently offering its patrons football cakes
with their Super Bowl favorites.

Sgt. Humberto Mena, a student with Company A, Marine
Corps Communications-Electronics School, scans the
different selections of meat at the Combat Center
Commissary Deli and Bakery Department Tuesday. The
deli slices fresh meats and cheeses without the preserv-
atives contained in prepackaged goods.
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

TThhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg
TTrraaddeerr  AAddss  iiss  nnoooonn
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoomm--
iinngg  FFrriiddaayy’’ss  nneewwssppaappeerr..
Trader Ad forms are available at the

Public Affairs Office and may be
filled out during normal working

hours at Bldg. 1417. Ads may also be
submitted through e-mail, but will
only be accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a fam-
ily member and do not have an
@usmc.mil address you can go to the

PAO page of the base Web site at:
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil/dirs/p
ao/ and complete a request to publish
an ad.

The limitations for ads are: 15-
word limit, limit of two ads per
household and the Trader may be

used only for noncommercial classi-
fied ads containing items of personal
property offered by and for individu-
als authorized to use this service.
Such ads must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained business
nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale” ad run
in the Observation Post, applicants
must provide Permanent Change of
Station orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing. This
ensures the Combat Center Trader is
not used for commercial real estate
endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come, first-

serve, space available basis.  If you
have questions please call 830-6213.

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

VVIIPPEERR  TTRRUUCCKK.. V-10, 6 speed,
white with blue stripes, com-
memorative edition, 24,000
miles, warranty. $31,500. 408-
9088. 1/29/10

11999999  TTRRAANNSS  AAMM.. 30th anniver-
sary, convertible, white with
blue, 60,000 miles. $13,500
OBO. 408-9088. 1/29/10

22000066  GGSSXX--RR  660000.. For sale,
blue and black. $5,000. OBO.
925-784-4474. 1/22/10

11995577  NNAASSHH  EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE
MMOODDEELL  PPRROOJJEECCTT  CCAARR..
Registered, complete engine,
$650 OBO. 5 Rims. Size 15, 6
lug, off-road heavy duty. $180,
OBO. Call Jose 361-3509.
1/15/10

11999999  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM  11550000  SSLLTT..
Extended cab, 4x4, runs good,
needs some work. $4,250.
Call. 406-1044. 1/15/10

22000099  HHOONNDDAA  SSHHAADDOOWW
FFOORR  SSAALLEE.. Great condition,
low miles, never dropped.
$5,500. Call Logan for details.
423-504-6926. 1/8/10

22000055  YYAAMMAAHHAA  665500  SSIILLVVEERRAA--
DDOO  CCLLAASSSSIICC.. 9,200 miles.
Excellent condition.$3,600 OBO.
Contact Glen at 238-8850 for
more information. 12/18/09

22000055  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM  VVIIPPEERR
TTRRUUCCKK.. Commemorative edi-
tion, 505 HP, 6-speed, white and
blue. $31,500. 408-9088.
12/4/09

MMIISSCC..                                                           __________      

WWIIRREE  HHAAIIRREEDD  DDAACCHHEESSHHUUNN..
Female, 1 year old, spayed.
$100. Chihuahua, male, 1 1/2
year old, neutered. $40. All
shots. Good temperament.
364-1133 or 774-0586. 1/22/10

FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  CCAARRDDSS.. Sets,
individuals or whole collec-
tion. 567-7921. 12/11/09

TTWWOO  TTOOBBOONNOO  PPAAIINNTTSS,, AA
MMAARREE  AANNDD  AA  GGEELLDDIINNGG..
Trying to sell or lease for $225
per month per horse. Sell price
is $3,500 for mare, $5,000 for
gelding. OBO. Call Tim. Home
365-0831. Cell 883-0293.
12/11/09

YYOOUURR  AADD  CCOOUULLDD  BBEE  HHEERREE

Combat Center Trader Ads

EERRIICC  DDOOUUGGLLAASS
MMCCCCOORRMMIICCKK
Son of Sgt. Shane
McCormick and Liz
McCormick born Jan. 5,
weighing 7 pounds, 15 ounces
and measuring 21 inches.
KKYYLLEE  TTHHAACCHH  NNGGUUYYEENN
Son of Petty Officer 3rd
Class James Nguyen and
Mylie Nguyen born Jan. 6,
weighing 8 pounds, 3 ounces
and measuring 21.8 inches.
JJAACCKKSSOONN  LLEEVVII  MMYYEERRSS
Son of Dylan Myers and
Kirsten Cooper born Jan. 7,
weighing 6 pounds, 15 ounces
and measuring 19.1 inches.
BBRRAANNDDOONN  JJAAMMEESS  
GGRRIIJJAALLVVAA
Son of Sgt. Ben M. Grijalva
and Jenni Grijalva born Jan.
8, weighing 7 pounds, 14
ounces and measuring 19
inches.
AASSHHLLYYNNNN  GGRRAACCEE
GGOOLLDDIIZZEENN
Daughter of Cpl. Brett
Goldizen and Amy
Goldizen born Jan. 8, weigh-
ing 7 pounds, 4 ounces and
measuring 21 inches.

AALLIICCEE  RRYYAANN
SSTTEEPPHHEENNSS
Daughter of Cpl. Ryan N.
Stephens and Whitney
Stephens born Jan. 9,
weighing 7 pounds and
measuring 20 inches.
RRIILLEEYY  MMAAEE  JJEENNKKIINNSS
Daughter of Cpl. Joseph D.
Jenkins and Meghan
Jenkins born Jan. 11, weigh-
ing 6 pounds, 2 ounces and
measuring 20.2 inches.
MMAARRCCOOSS  AALLEEJJAANN--
DDRROO  PPAADDRROONN
Son of Sgt. Erasto Padron
and Christy Padron born
Jan. 11, weighing 7
pounds, 5 ounces and
measuring 20.3 inches.
SSKKYYLLAARR  AALLLLEENN  HHEESSSS
Son of Seaman Robert
Hess and Angela Hess
born Jan. 11, weighing 6
pounds, 4.3 ounces and
measuring 19.1 inches.
PPRREESSTTOONN  DDAAVVIISS
MMAARRZZAANN
Son of Cpl. Jerry Marzan
born Jan. 11, weighing 7
pounds, 3 ounces and
measuring 20 inches.

CCAALLEEBB  JJAAMMEESS  HHIILLLL
Son of Lance Cpl. Christopher
J. Hill and Sarah K. Hill born
Jan. 12, weighing 8 pounds, 1
ounce and measuring 19.75
inches.
LLLLIIAANNAA  RROOSSAA  BBRRUUNNOO
Daughter of Master Sgt.
Eduardo Bruno and Gunnery
Sgt. Rena Bruno born Jan. 13,
weighing 6 pounds, 13 ounces 
and measuring 18.7 inches.
TTAAYYLLOORR  JJAAMMEESS
LLIINNDDLLEERR
Son of Capt. James R. Lindler
and Stephanie Lindler born Jan.
18, weighing 8 pounds, 5 ounces
and measuring 19.5 inches.
AAAALLAAYYAAHH  SSAANNAAAA
MMCCCCAALLLL
Daughter of Cpl. Damian Y.
McCall and Rena McCall born
Jan. 18, weighing 6 pounds,
12.6 ounces and measuring
20.6 inches.
RRHHIIAANNNNOONN  CCAAOOIIMMHHEE
SSIIOOBBHHAANN  DDHHAABBOOLLTT
Daughter of Staff Sgt. John P.
Dhabolt and Trisha Dhabolt
born Jan. 20, weighing 8
pounds, 13 ounces and measur-
ing 20.5 inches.

KKAAMMII  JJOO  HHAAJJEEKK
Daughter of Cpl. Brian Hajek
and Samantha Hajek born Jan.
20, weighing 5 pounds, 11.5
ounces and measuring 18 inches.
AAXXEELL  RRIICCHHAARRDD
SSTTEEPPHHEENNSS
Son of Sgt. Patrick R.
Stephens and Tiffany Stephens
born Jan. 21, weighing 8
pounds, 3.4 ounces and meas-
uring 20.8 inches.
VVIINNCCEENNTT  AANNGGEELLOO  
FFAATTTTIICCCCII
Son of Gunnery Sgt. Anthony
Fatticci and Jill Fatticci born
Jan. 21, weighing 6 pounds, 12
ounces and measuring 20.3
inches.
ZZAAHHAARRAAHH  BBRREEHHMM
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Eric
Brehm and Shivali Brehm
born Jan. 22, weighing 7
pounds, 11 ounces and meas-
uring 21 inches.
AANNGGEELL  GGAABBRRIIEELL
SSAANNCCHHEEZZ  CCEECCIILLIIAANNOO
Son of Cpl. Antonio
Sanchezjasso and Yanet
Sanchez born Jan. 23, weigh-
ing 6 pounds, 8 ounces and
measuring 19.8 inches.

One year filing deadline
for TRICARE claims
TTYYLLEERR  PPAATTTTEERRSSOONN  AANNDD
SSHHAARRII  LLOOPPAATTIINN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

When you visit the doctor,
you probably pay your co-
pay, then leave.

But what if you visit an
out-of-network doctor or
have other health insurance?
You might need to file your
own TRICARE claim, some-
thing your TRICARE net-
work provider is required to
do for you.

That’s why you should
know this important rule:
You have one year, from the
date of your medical visit or
discharge for inpatient serv-
ices, to file that claim. Once
you do that, TRICARE will
process your claim and send
you any applicable reim-
bursement, depending on
your plan.

To file your own TRI-
CARE claim, follow these
four steps:
11.. Ensure your information in
the Defense Enrollment

Eligibility Reporting System is
current. This can be done in
several ways:
• In person at a military per-
sonnel office or uniformed
services ID card-issuing
facility
• Online through the DEERS
Web site by visiting http:
//www.tricare.mil/deers
••  BByy  mmaaiill  bbyy  sseennddiinngg  tthhee
rreeqquuiirreedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo
DDeeffeennssee  MMaannppoowweerr  DDaattaa
CCeenntteerr  SSuuppppoorrtt  OOffffiiccee,,
AAtttteennttiioonn:: CCOOAA
440000  GGiigglliinngg  RRooaadd,,
SSeeaassiiddee,, CCAA  9933995555--66777711
• Via fax, 1-831-655-8317, or
• By phone, 1-800-538-9552.
22.. Once you update
DEERS, TriWest Healthcare
Alliance, which administers
TRICARE throughout the
West Region, will be noti-
fied of any changes. Verify
with TriWest the changes
have been made before
proceeding.
33.. Complete and sign the

See TRICARE, A8
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(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

WWW.YUCCAVALLEYFORD.COM

All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.

3.9%
Available**

3.9%
Available**

2000 CHEVY
SILVERADO 1500 LS

$6,995AUTO, V8, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, CD, Tow Pkg., Alloys.
VIN 298463 / STK P1838A

2006 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER
PREMIER EDITION

$17,995V8, Audiophile Sound, Navigation Sysyem, Parking
Sensors, DVD System, Leather, 3rd Seat, Moon
Roof, Premium Wheels. VIN J17983 STK P1804

2009 FORD E-350
12-PASSENGER VAN

$19,995V8 5.4L Auto, 12-Passenger,
3-Doors, AC, Only 18,820 Miles.
VIN A27733 / STK P1851

2010 FORD
MUSTANG GT COUPE

$18,995Auto, 4.0L V6 Engine, Like
New,  Only 8,864 Miles,
VIN 125006 STK P1853

2008 MERCURY
MILAN PREMIER SEDAN

$16,995V6 3.0L., Auto, AC, PS, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, MP3/Multi-CD, Leather,Moon Roof,
Alloys. VIN 638121 / STK P1808

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER X 4X4

$18,995V6 3.8L., Auto, 4WD, Stability Program,
Rear Seat, AC, PS, Tilt, MP3/CD,
Alloys.  VIN 627319 / STK P1825

2007 CHRYSLER
PT CRUISER TOURING

$9,7774-Cyl. 2.4L, Auto, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CD, R/Spoiler, Alloys.
VIN 627371 / STK P1831

2005 HONDA
S2000 CONVERTIBLE

$17,9956-Speed, 4-Cyl., 2.2L VTEC, AC, PW,
PDL, CC, CD, Leather, Premium
Wheels.  VIN 004740 STK 10F038A

53K
MILES

51K
MILES

2003 TOYOTA
RAV4

$8,9954-Cyl., 2.0L.  Gas Saver,
Auto, AC, Great Buy!
VIN 087941 STK 10T062A

2009 FORD
FOCUS SE

$12,9954-Cyl. 2.0L., Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys. 
VIN 101099 / STK P1785

2008 FORD RANGER XL
SUPER CAB

$12,9954-Cyl 2.3L., 5-Speed, 2WD, AC, PS,
Tilt, Sliding Rear Window, Custom
Bumber.  VIN A38197 / STK P1776

2008 FORD 
F-150 STX

$15,995V6 4.2L., Auto, AC, PS, PDL,Tilt,  CC, CD,
Bed Liner, Custom Bumber, Premium
Wheels. VIN B82008 / STK P1788

2002 FORD
F-150 XLT SUPERCREW

$10,995V8, Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt, CC,
CD, Pickup Shell Cap, Premium
Wheels.  VIN B20114 / STK P1811A

2006 TOYOTA TACOMA SR5
PRERUNNER DOUBLE CAB

$19,995V6 4.0L,  Auto,  AC, PW, PDL, CD,
DVD System, Tow Pkg., Alloys.
VIN 294275 / STK 10T033A

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$26,000

2006 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY

$13,995V6 3.8L., Auto, Power Sliding Doors, AC,
PW, PDL, Tilt, CC, Multi-CD, Quad Seating,,
Alloys.   #VIN 713736 / STK P1823

2007 FORD F-150 XLT
SUPER CREW

$19,995V8, Auto, AC, PW, PDL, tilt, CC, CD, Tow
Pkg., Oversize Off-Rd tires, Oversize
Wheels 20”+.  VIN  B12066 / STK P1775

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$26,000

7-Passenger

LIKE NEW!

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$16,000

LOW
MILES

VIN 166762  STK P1854 
VIN 162957  STK P1855 4-CYL., AUTO, AC, FULL POWER, MP3/CD, TRACTION CONTROL, ALLOYS.

$17,995
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
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SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

Beneficiary Claim Form,
DD Form 2642. If you
were injured at work, home,
or in an accident, you may
need to complete the
Statement of Personal
Injury – Possible Third
Party Liability Form, DD
Form 2527. Both forms are
available by clicking on
“Find a Form” at http:
//www.triwest.com. Please
note if you were injured
and go to a hospital, hospi-
tals file your claims for you.
Yet some emergency room
doctors, urgent care doc-
tors, radiologists or ambu-
lance companies may not
file claims.
44.. Attach a copy of the doc-
tor’s bill to the claim form.
Make sure the billing infor-
mation includes the name
and address of the person
who treated you, the date
and place of each service, a
description of each service,
the charge for each service,
and the diagnosis. If the
diagnosis is not on the bill,
remember to complete
“Block 8a” on DD Form
2642. After that, mail the
information within the one-
year deadline to:
WWeesstt  RReeggiioonn  CCllaaiimmss
PPOO  BBooxx  7777002288
MMaaddiissoonn,, WWII  5533770077--11002288

Have Other Health
Insurance?

If you have primary
health insurance, other
than TRICARE or
Medicare, your provider
needs to submit your claim
to that company first. After
your primary insurance
company pays its portion,
some providers will then
file the secondary claim
with TRICARE. If they
don’t, you will send in the
claim. Make sure to attach
your Explanation of
Benefits showing the
amount to be paid to the
provider.

Registered users of tri-
west.com receive QuickAlert
notifications when their
claims status changes. You
can also learn how to Go
Green with statements on
www.triwest.com/gogreen.
For more information and
exceptions to the one-year fil-
ing deadline for claims, visit
www.triwest.com/beneficiary
/claims.aspx.

TRICARE, from A7

 DeMorrow’s   Jewelry & Repair

  73501 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms
 Parking in the Rear • Corner of Tamarisk & Hwy 62

 367-7185

 Just in time for Valentines Day

 “Where you’re a friend first and a customer second”

 50% Off
 Everything in Stock

 All items close out from  February  2nd through 14th

 Personal
 Delivery to your 

 Sweetheart
 Available

 ($3 to $5 fee
 could apply)

 Instead of 
 flowers give 

 them something 
 that will last 

 forever

Prefer your news

from the web?

Visit
op29online.com
29palms.usmc.mil
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CCOOMMMMIISSSSAARRYY  SSUUPPEERR  BBOOWWLL  PPAARRTTYY  AANNDD  SSIIDDEEWWAALLKK  SSAALLEE

The Combat Center Commissary will host a special sidewalk sale Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the commissary’s employee parking lot in honor of
the Super Bowl. All military ID card holders are welcome to enjoy a day of
food, fun and prizes. The sidewalk sale will feature discounts on snack items
like Coca-Cola and Pepsi products, various chips and dips, paper products
and produce items.

TTWWEENNTTYYNNIINNEE  PPAALLMMSS  WWOOMMEENN’’SS  SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL  LLEEAAGGUUEE

The Twentynine Palms Women’s Softball League is looking for active, interested players ages
16 and up to participate in the local slow-pitch league this spring. The league needs at least
five teams with 10 players each to be fully stood up, so whether you’re a skilled player or
someone who is interested in playing the game and meeting new people, contact the
Twentynine Palms Parks and Recreation Department at 367-7562, or log on to
http://29softball.webs.com and create a free account.

Famous 
Presidents 

Themed Dinner
✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

Theodore Roosevelt’s Filet of Beef

John F. Kennedy’s Poulet a l’Estragon 
(Chicken with Tarragon)

Franklin Pierce’s Fannie Daddies

Harry S. Truman’s Macaroni and Cheese

William Howard Taft’s Green Peas

Barack Obama’s Sopa Azteca

Calvin Coolidge’s Corn Muffins

Grover Cleveland’s White Cake with
Chocolate Frosting

Gerald Ford’s Fresh Strawberry Shortcake

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯
All recipes are authentic and were made by 
their wives or White House kitchen staff.

Officers’ Club holds year’s first themed dinner
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  DD..
TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Officers’ Club hosted its first
themed buffet dinner of the year
Tuesday night in the club’s Mojave
Room from 5 to 8 p.m.

A presidential theme was cho-
sen for the dinner, and each menu

item was specific to one of
America’s commanders in chief.

“People don’t have high expec-
tations for food on base, and this
is our opportunity to show them
wrong and shine,” said Charles
Harris, the O’Club’s executive
chef. “We have done a lot better
with advertising so we’re expect-
ing a good turnout.”

Despite the club’s advertising
efforts, attendance was sparse
throughout the night – no more than
six tables were occupied at a time.

“I am little disappointed with
the turnout and believe that it deals
with the name Officers’ Club,”
Harris said. “I want to stress that
this is ‘all hands,’ meaning if you
can come through the gate then
you are able to eat here.”

Most of the attendants were
families or couples, all of whom
seemed impressed by both the
food and the decorations.

“I like the theme of the dinner,
especially the little cards of infor-
mation about the food and presi-
dents,” said Cpl. James Sinclair, a
logistics clerk with Company D,
3rd Assault Amphibious Battalion,
and a patron at the dinner.

Darryl Gilmer, a family resiliency
trainer with the Families
Overcoming Under Stress Program
here, said he enjoyed the evening and
hopes to attend again in the future.

“I was a little concerned about
how the food would be, but the
roast beef was fantastic,” Gilmer
said. “This is a great month to have
the presidential theme since you
have three presidents’ birthdays
and Presidents Day.”

Despite a small number of
guests, Harris feels optimistic
about the dinner.

“Even though we did not have
that many people show up, they all
liked the food and will tell their
friends,” Harris said. “It will be
word of mouth that will help bring
in more customers in the future.”

The O’Club plans to continue
hosting the themed buffet din-
ners on the second Tuesday of
every month.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Patrons serve themselves from the buffet line during this year’s
first themed dinner at the Officers’ Club Mojave Room Tuesday
night. A presidential theme was chosen and each menu item rep-
resented a different commander in chief.

Pack 78 races through Pinewood Derby

JJEENNNNIIEE  HHAASSKKAAMMPP
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

Cub Scout Pack 78’s Scout
Hut, nestled behind the
Combat Center Thrift Store,
was alive with energy as the
Scouts and their families gath-
ered for the annual Pinewood
Derby Saturday.

The source of the excite-
ment? More than two
dozen hand-carved, hand-
painted dragsters and their
racers, anxious to see who
would be crowned the
downhill champion.

The Scouts received Derby
kits at a December Pack
meeting and had a month to
work on their entries.

The instructions were to
carve, paint and add weight to
their cars without exceeding
the Boy Scouts of America
Pinewood Derby weight limit
of five ounces per entry.

For Derby newcomers
Maj. Ron Storer and his
Scouts, Jack, a 10-year-old
Webelo, and Ryan, an 8-
year-old Bear, weighting the
dragsters proved to be an
interesting experiment.

“The kit was basic,” said
Storer, the executive officer
of 1st Tank Battalion, whose
M1A1 Abrams tanks weigh
more than 60 metric tons.
“The boys received a block
of wood and four wheels and
were only instructed they
could not use liquid mercury
to achieve the five ounce
entry weight.”

Like many of the Scouts,
Jack and Ryan had help with
cutting the designs they drew
– dad did that with a jigsaw –
and the rest of the work –

shaping, sanding and paint-
ing – was left to them.

“We experimented with
Lego engines and finally
ended up with egg sinkers

from fishing lures,” said
Storer, an Idaho Falls, Idaho
native, who was selected to
launch the cars at the start of
each race. “It was our first

Pinewood Derby, and I found
out the day of the Derby the
BSA actually sells Pinewood
Derby weight kits. We’ll be
more prepared next year.”

With scouts ranging in age
from 6 to 12 years old, the
dragsters varied in design and

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Maj. Ron Storer, the executive officer of 1st Tank Battalion, releases two Pinewood Derby race cars down the track Saturday at the Boy Scouts of
America Pack 78 Scout Hut behind the Combat Center’s Thirft Store. More than two dozen entries were submitted to the Derby, including Storer’s
own sons, Jack, a 10-year-old Webelo Scout, and Ryan, an 8-year-old Bear Scout. The BSA is celebrating its 100th year as an organization, so
there are more activities planned for the future both locally and nationally.

The race kicked off the Pack’s participation of the Boy Scouts of America’s 100th year

See DERBY, B4

TTiiggeerrss
1st Matthew Perez
2nd Kyle Boyce
3rd Ashton Powell

WWoollvveess
1st Nicholas Redmon
2nd Jacob Masterson
3rd Joseph Flores

BBeeaarrss
1st Matthew Mcklusky
2nd Matthew Burke
3rd Hunter Sprung

WWeebbeellooeess
1st William Kines
2nd Couy Harrington
3rd Cameron Cox

OOvveerraallll  PPaacckk  WWiinnnneerrss
1st Matthew Mcklusky
2nd William Kines
3rd Nicholas Redmon
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“Book of Eli”
Rated R

SSppooiilleerr  AAlleerrtt!!
In a not-too-distant future, a
nuclear war has turned Earth
into a seared wasteland, and

one wandering survivor car-
ries an important, one-of-a-
kind artifact: a Bible.

Denzel Washington plays
Eli, a man on a mission even
he doesn’t fully understand.
But it involves a westward
trek across an endless stretch
of lawless desolation that was
once America, and a series of

encounters with various
scoundrels, scavengers, canni-
bals and cutthroats.

We learn that most books
and other objects of our con-
temporary culture were
destroyed in the aftermath of
the war, 30 years ago. But
somehow, Eli got his hands
on what may very well be the
only Christian Bible that sur-
vived the holocaust – and the
purge that followed.

We’ve seen drab, post-
apocalyptic landscapes in
movies before, but sibling
directors Albert and Allen
Hughes come up with a few
twists on the familiar formu-
la, like how things considered
disposable in the pre-war
world have now become
commodities of great value.
Eli barters for goods and
services with little packages
of pre-moistened KFC tow-
elettes; an unopened plastic
sample-size bottle of sham-
poo is a luxury few can
afford. Fresh water is more
coveted than gold.

“We had no idea what
was precious and what was-
n’t,” Eli explains to another
character, a much younger
woman (Mila Kunis) born
after the great atomic reck-
oning that killed most
humans and left many oth-
ers blind. “We threw away
things that people kill each
other now for.”

Eli has managed to survive
with defensive skills that have
been fine-tuned to a lethal
edge. He’s particularly effec-
tive with a big serrated blade
and a bow and arrow, which
he uses to dispatch all sorts of
would-be way-layers who get
in the way of his mission.
When he tells you that the
next time you lay a hand on
him, you’re going to lose it,
you’d better believe him.

While most of the people
Eli comes across are illiterate,
having grown up in a world
without books, one (Gary
Oldman) is not---and he’ll do
anything to get his hands on
Eli’s Bible. Suffice it to say,
those two characters want the
sacred text for entirely differ-
ent purposes.

It’s hinted that Eli may be
protected on his journey with
some sort of “holy” power
that lets him vanish and reap-
pear, be peppered by bullets
and not injured, tackle a gag-
gle of weapon-wielding
goons and emerge without a
scratch, or perhaps even rise
from the dead. But the movie
never brings any consistency
to these attributes, and we
never learn anything at all
about who, or what, Eli was,
or is. He may be a holy war-
rior, a wilderness prophet or
an avenging angel…or just a
guy in cool-looking sunglass-
es with a backpack and a big
knife. We never find out, and
such anything-goes, what-
the-heck storytelling here just
seems lazy and half-baked.

While “The Book of Eli”
offers some interesting things
to ponder, its excessive vio-
lence will turn off a lot of
moviegoers who might oth-
erwise be attracted to its
“spiritual” message. Gritty,
glum and grim, it’s not a
movie that’s easy to enjoy.
And it’s one of the bleakest-
looking screen-fillers to hit
theaters in some time, almost
completely devoid of color.

Some will applaud the
crowd-pleasing conclusion, in
which Eli provides a missing
ingredient for humanity’s res-
urrection. Others will nod
along with the movie’s mes-
sage about the dismal state of
any society built on a founda-
tion that doesn’t include the
written word. And the auda-
cious, “Gotcha!” ending will
divide viewers into those
who think it’s wonderful
because they never saw it
coming, and those who roll
their eyes because it stretch-
es believability past the
breaking point.

After two hours of hack-
ing, stabbing, slicing, blasting
and raping, all in the service
of a story built around the
Good Book, I felt like my
library card had been pulver-
ized into tiny little apocalyp-
tic-dust pieces and I needed a
good shower. Ugh.

BB22  FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 55,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 Love 
 Notes

 Hi-Desert Star
 56445 29 Palms Hwy.
 Yucca Valley, CA 92284
 365-3315

 The Desert Trail
 6396 Adobe Road

 29 Palms, CA 92277
 367-3577

 Love Notes
 PO Box 880

 Yucca Valley, CA 92286

 Photo Enclosed

 Let your loved one know how
  you feel with a 

 “Love Note” in our Special Happy 
 Valentine’s Day Page!

 Drop by, call or send in your Love Note along 
 with payment to our Hi-Desert Star or the Desert 
 Trail office. You can add a photo for just $5.00 
 more! Send as many Love Notes as you would 
 like, grandparents, kids, wives, husbands, 
 sweeties or friends. Please limit each to 15 
 words or less. Don’t forget our guys in the 
 military, this will publish in our Observation Post 
 that is sent to all the Marines and their families!
 Final Deadline: February 10, 2010 at Noon - 
 Published in Feb 13th Star, 12th OP, and 11th 
 Trail publications!
 Only $30 ea. Love Note or $35 with photo

 PAYMENT METHOD
 Check Enclosed: $
 Credit Card No:   Expiration Date: 

 NAME:   PHONE: 
 ADDRESS: 
 CITY:   STATE:   ZIP 
 Message  (15 words or less, please)  

 To our 

 Birthday 

 Valentine

 Keep up the good 

 work in school 

 and at home!
 Happy 

 Valentine’s Day

 Love Mom

 SAMPLE
f ll the

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 2/5/10 -  2/11/10 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Coming Feb. 12
 Wolfman • Valentines Day

 Percy Jackson & 
 The Olympian

 From Paris 
 With Love

 (R)
 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Precious

 (R)
 Everyday:  4:00,  9:00

 Legion
 (R)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 
 6:30, 9:00

 Up In The Air

 (R)
 Everyday: 1:30,  6:30

 Edge Of Darkness
 (R)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 
 6:30, 9:00

Lower Desert

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

Liber t y Call

BBiikkeerr  LLaarrrryy  aanndd  tthhee  BBllaacckk  RRooppee
Description: The band will play classic rock favorites
When: 7:30 p.m., Friday
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s Pioneertown Palace
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

TThheeaatteerr:: ‘‘BBlliitthhee  SSppiirriitt’’
Description: A Noel Coward comedy
When: 6 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 2:30 p.m. Sunday
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Road, Twentynine Palms
For information call 361-4151 or visit 
http://www.theatre29.com.

CCllaassssiicc  RRoocckk  ww//  000077  &&  TThhee  SSoouullss
Description: Music from the Beatles, Stones and more
When: 8 p.m., Saturday
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s Pioneertown Palace
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

SStteevvee  LLeesstteerr''ss  SSoonnggwwrriittiinngg,, PPooeettrryy,, aanndd  RRhhyytthhmm
Description: Open mic night 
When: 7 to 10 p.m., Wednesdays
Where: Rattlesnake Jake's
51572 Twentynine Palms Highway, Morongo Valley
For more information call 363-6513 or visit
http://www.rattlesnakejakes.net

TThheeaattrree:: TThhee  PPuurrrr--llooiinneedd  PPaarrlloorr
Description: A comedy by local playwright Wendy Cohen
When: 8 p.m., Saturdays, 2:30 p.m., Sundays, starting
Feb. 13 through March 7
Where: Groves Cabin Theatre
8768 Desert Willow Trail, Morongo Valley
For reservations and information call 365-4523 or visit
http://www.grovescabintheatre.org.

PPiiaanniisstt  RRoobbeerrtt  EEddwwaarrdd  TThhiieess  &&  fflluuttiisstt  BBooggllaarrkkaa  KKiissss
Description: The award winning musicians perform
classical favorites
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Feb. 12
Where: The Blak Box Theatre
61231 Twentynine Palms Highway, Joshua Tree
For more information call 366-3777 or visit
http://www.hidesertplayhouse.com.

CCoommeeddyy:: MMaarrttiinn  LLaawwrreennccee
Description: The comedic actor performs standup
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Feb. 12
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

MMuussiicc:: JJoohhnn  FFooggeerrttyy
Description: The classic rock legend performs his hits
When: 9 p.m., Friday, Feb. 12
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

MMuussiicc:: JJoohhnnnnyy  MMaatthhiiss
Description: Pop legend performs his hits
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 13
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

CCoommeeddyy:: LLaarrrryy  tthhee  CCaabbllee  GGuuyy
Description: Blue Collar Comedy legend performs
standup
When: 8 p.m.,  Saturday, Feb. 20
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

MMuussiicc:: CChheeaapp  TTrriicckk
Description: The power pop band performs
When: TBA, Friday, Feb. 26
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

TThhee  SSuunnsseett  CCiinneemmaa  iiss  ggeettttiinngg  aann  uuppggrraaddee
The theater will be closed from Jan. 8

through Feb. 12 for a lighting project which
will enhance your movie experience.
We apologize for any inconvenience.

The Lifelong Learning Library has movies for
check out new releases, classic titles and

everything in between.
Call 830-6685 for more details or stop by

building 1524 to check them out.

Gritty, grim ‘Book of Eli’ is difficult movie to enjoy

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

A nuclear war has turned Earth into a seared wasteland, and one wandering survivor named Eli (Denzel Washington),
carries an important, one-of-a-kind artifact: a Bible.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

“We had no idea what was precious and what wasn’t,” Eli
explains to another character, (Mila Kunis) who was born
after the atomic reckoning which killed most humans.



OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 55,,  22001100 BB33

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
 Breakfast & Lunch

 Mon. - Fri.  7 am - 2 pm

 760-366-5271 or 760-401-5793
 bcampbell@cmccd.edu

 Bruce’s

 At Copper Mountain College
 6162 Rotary Way, Joshua Tree, Ca. 92252

 Catering for all occasions

 HOSPICE OF MORONGO BASIN
 THRIFT SHOP

 61675 29 Palms Hwy, Joshua Tree
 366-1050

 50 %  OFF
 50 %  OFF 

 STOREWIDE 
 SALE
 Thur., Fri., & Sat

 Feb. 4, 5 & 6th

NNaammee:: Maurice Williams
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Killeen,
Texas
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Administration
chief of Marine
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
Squadron 3.
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: “I work
out twice a day, I play
basketball and I was just
made the Semper Fit
coordinator.”

FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “Getting people to
work together; the unselfishness.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  aatthhlleetteess:: “Be consistent and
dedicated, and good things will come.”

Athlete of the Week

IInnttrraammuurraall  ddooddggeebbaallll  ssttaannddiinnggss
TTEEAAMM WWIINNSS LLOOSSSSEESS
Jive Turkeys 4 0
Cranial Crashers 2 0
Red Dot 3 1
Worst 2 2
Bad Karma 2 2
Hospital 2 2
Sitting Ducks 1 3
Scrubbs 1 3
Plaza Sesamo 1 3
3rd LAR 0 4

22001100  IInnttrraammuurraall  
BBaasskkeettbbaallll  ssttaannddiinnggss

TTEEAAMM WWIINNSS    LLOOSSSSEESS
1st Tanks 3 0
MCCES All-Stars 3 0
IPAC 2 0
Tatitlek 2 0
Ole School 2 1
MWSS-374 1 1
MCCES B 1 1
MCCES A 1 2
CLB-7 0 1
NHTP 0 2
3/4 0 3
VMU-1 0 3
CLD 0 3

Looking for
the right job

for you?

Check the 
Observation Post
Classified section

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Eric Charles, a player for Bad Karma, eliminates the competion during Tuesday night’s Commanding General’s
Intramural Dodgeball League game at the East Gym. Bad Karma won both matches they competed in Tuesday.

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Scrubs player Erik Martinez and his teammate work
together to nail players from the Jive Turkeys Tuesday
night at the East Gym during one of the two matches
they played. Scrubs lost both their matches.

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

‘Scuba’ Steve Sterle, a player for the Jive Turkeys,
hurls a dodgeball at an opponent.

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Bad Karma springs into action during one of their two dodgeball
matches at the East Gym Tuesday.

Combat Center Sports

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

William Corser, a player on team Tatitlek,
goes up strong to sink a basket.

Team Tatitlek player
Jason Williams
strains to save the
ball during
Wednesday night’s
Commanding
General’s Intramural
Basketball League at
the East Gym
against VMU-3.
Williams was able to
keep the ball in-
bounds, and he and
his teammates won
70-50.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

More than two dozen Scouts from the Combat Center’s Pack 78 entered their race cars
in the Boy Scouts of America annual Pinewood Derby Saturday at the Scout Hut behind
the Thrift Store. The BSA is celebrating its 100th year as an organization, so there are
more activities planned for the future both locally and nationally.

skill. Entries included a patri-
otic red, white and blue car
with one dollar coins attached
for weight, and a car designed
to resemble an ice cream
sandwich. The rest of the
entries included a wide array
of colors and shapes.

William Kines, a three-year
veteran of Webelo Troop 78,
said he set out with a design
for his car to be a cheese
wedge, but turned it into a
hot rod halfway through the
process. Changing up served
him well; he took first place

in Webelos and second place
in the overall competition.

Gunnery Sgt. Bradley
Cox, the Scoutmaster for
Pack 78, and the assistant
operations officer for
Company B, Marine Corps
Communications- Electronics
School, said the competition
helps reinforce Scouting val-
ues because the cars are diffi-
cult to build and there is no
room for cheating.

“Pinewood Derby is
about showing good sports-
manship and helps the
Scouts get creative in design-
ing their car,” said Cox, a

Hermann, Mo., native, whose
son Cameron placed third in
the Webelo division. It also
provides them an opportuni-
ty to do something with a
parent or another adult. It is
just a time to get together
and have fun.”

This year marks the Boy
Scouts of America’s 100th
year as an organization, and
there are numerous events
planned locally and nationally
throughout the year. For
more information on Pack
78, visit http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/scout
pack78/ or call 910-9564.

DERBY, from B1

BB44  FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 55,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 Full 
 Tank  of
 Gas  with

  Each Purchase

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms
 Service Department Service Department Service Department

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 2-11-10* 
 See dealer for details.

 We service  We service 
 all makes  all makes 

 and models and models
 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 1-760- 367-1919 1-760- 367-1919 1-760- 367-1919

 #64123738  $12,888

 10% 10% 10%
 MILITARY  MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 2 9  Palms 2 9  Palms 2 9  Palms
 Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week • Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri. Sales Open 7 Days a Week • Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 06 SCION XB

 05 NISSAN ALTIMA 05 NISSAN ALTIMA

 $8,888 $8,888 #65N408230 #65N408230

 FREE 
 CARFAX
 Report

 Open 7 days a week

 GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM!

 06 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 06 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX

 $11,888 $11,888 # 111281 # 111281

 CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY! 
 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919

 FREE CAR  FREE CAR  FREE CAR 
 WASH  WASH  WASH 

 W/30-60-90K  W/30-60-90K  W/30-60-90K 
 SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE

 0% FINANCING FOR SELECT MILITARY PERSONAL

 FREE  Ride from Base • MILITARY DISCOUNT FREE  Ride from Base • MILITARY DISCOUNT FREE  Ride from Base • MILITARY DISCOUNT

 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 72878 29 Palms Hwy. Twentynine Palms
 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430

 06 FORD MUSTANG 06 FORD MUSTANG

 # 222787 # 222787  $13,888 $13,888
 05 CADILLAC DEVILLE 05 CADILLAC DEVILLE

 $14,888 $14,888 # 198645 # 198645

 THE  THE  THE 
 LARGEST  LARGEST  LARGEST 
 SELECTION  SELECTION  SELECTION 
 OF  OF  OF 
 PRE- PRE- PRE-
 OWNED  OWNED  OWNED 
 VEHICLES  VEHICLES  VEHICLES 
 IN THE  IN THE  IN THE 
 HIGH  HIGH  HIGH 
 DESERT DESERT DESERT

 06 CHEVY MONTE CARLO 06 CHEVY MONTE CARLO

 $12,888 $12,888 #69294227 #69294227  $11,888 $11,888  # 5s180004 # 5s180004

 07 DODGE NITRO 07 DODGE NITRO

 $14,888 $14,888 # 7W592591 # 7W592591

 SUPER BOWL  SUPER BOWL 
 SAVINGS SAVINGS

 05 DODGE RAM 1500  05 DODGE RAM 1500 
 QUAD CAB SLT QUAD CAB SLT

 VERY 
 NICE

 FAMILY 
 SIZE

 NICE 
 TRUCK

 LOW 
 MILES

 FAMILY 
 SIZE

 LOW  LOW 
 MILES MILES

 LIKE NEW LIKE NEW

 LOW 
 MILES

 LOADED!!

 NICE! 
 CLEAN!

 $8,888 $8,888

 07 YAMAHA ROAD STAR 07 YAMAHA ROAD STAR

 # 024793 # 024793

 LOW MILES
 GAS SAVER

 $14,888 $14,888

 05 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER 05 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER

 # 56126848 # 56126848

 GREAT 
 FAMILY 

 VEHICLE
  • LOW 
 MILEGE


