
CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  SS..  AAVVIITTTT
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Navy Capt. Ann Bobeck
assumed command of the
Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital from Navy Capt.
Don Cenon B. Albia during
a change of command cere-
mony at the hospital May 14.

In a speech, Rear Adm.
Donald R. Gintzing praised
Albia while welcoming
Bobeck.

“The performance of
this command has been
exemplarily, a top per-

former in a variety of cate-
gories,” said Rear Adm.
Donald R. Gintzing, a guest
speaker at the ceremony. “It
is recognized not only with-
in all of Navy medicine, but
within the military health
system as one of the finest
hospitals in the entire mili-
tary. That’s a reflection of
what my shipmates have
done, but it is also a deep
and personal reflection of
Capt. Albia’s leadership.”

During the course of
Albia’s command, the hos-
pital has performed bril-

liantly, providing care to
52,000 Marines, sailors,
retirees and their family
members, Gintzing said.

“When I took command
over two years ago, I took
the goal to continue to sup-
port a leadership tradition
and to make outstanding
medical care the norm,”
Albia said. “There’s no
doubt in my mind that you
will continue on the path of
personal and professional
excellence under Capt.

Marines, Romanian forces
partner for evacuation test
CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
BLACK SEA ROTATIONAL FORCE

BABADAG TRAINING
AREA, Romania — Marines
and sailors deployed with
Black Sea Rotational Force, in
close partnership with
Romanian Air and Naval
forces, put their budding part-
nership to the test and came
out on top after successfully
executing a casualty evacua-
tion rehearsal exercise May 14.

“The Romanian forces
had remarkable responsive-

ness,” said Lt. Col. Tom
Gordon, the commander of
the Marines and sailors
deployed to Romania for
Black Sea Rotational Force.
“I was extremely impressed. I
have full trust and confi-
dence that, should a Marine,
sailor or partner-nation mili-
tary member be injured dur-
ing training, the Romanian
forces are fully prepared to
provide top-rate care.”

For the exercise, the
Romanian Air Force evacu-
ated a casualty with a simu-

lated gunshot wound from
the Babadag Training Area
to a hospital in Constanta,
Romania, via a Romanian
IAR-330 “Puma” helicopter.
The Romanian Naval Forces
provided additional coordi-
nation on the ground to
ensure the exercise went
smoothly. Gordon said the
exercise demonstrated the
ability for multiple branches
of the Romanian military to
work with Marines as a
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CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE  

Marines and sailors with Headquarters and Service Company, 1st Tank Battalion, transport
a simulated casualty to a Romanian Air Force helicopter during a casualty evacuation
rehearsal at Romania’s Babadag Training Area May 14. The Marines, in close partnership
with Romania’s air and naval forces, tested their response time in transporting a casualty
from the training area to a hospital in Constanta, Romania.

See TEST, A3

New Naval hospital commander
renews expectations of excellence

CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  SS.. AAVVIITTTT  

U.S. Navy Capt. Ann Bobeck, the new commander of the Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital, speaks during her change of command ceremony at the hospital Friday.
She took over the position from U.S. Navy Capt. Don Cenon B. Albia.

See HOSPITAL, A8

PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  

Navy Lt. Juliana Palumba, the acting triage officer, reads the dog tags of a simulated casualty during a mass fatality scenario at the Robert E. Bush
Naval Hospital Thursday in conjunction with Exercise Golden Guardian, the California-wide exercise. The Combat Center responded to a mock 7.8
magnitude earthquake Tuesday through Thursday, to assess the communication and response capabilities of the emergency operations center.

Golden Guardian shakes Combat Center
CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Tuesday at 7:01 a.m., the San
Andreas Fault suddenly
awakened sending seismic
energy waves out in all direc-
tions. Strong shaking, lasting
20-45 seconds, reached the
San Bernardino Valley caus-
ing death destruction and
mayhem. California was
finally experiencing “The
Big One.”

Notionally, of course.
This was only the begin-

ning of Golden Guardian,
an elaborate annual exercise
taking part at the Combat
Center Tuesday through
Thursday.

Golden Guardian is a
California-wide emergency
response exercise designed
to test the response capabil-
ities of installation personnel
during a catastrophic event.

While other organiza-
tions in California used
Golden Guardian to test
their abilities to react to a
terrorist attack, the
Combat Center chose to
go in a different direction.

“Chances of an earth-
quake hitting Twentynine
Palms are a lot greater than a
terrorist incident at a port like
the rest of California is train-
ing for, so we need to know
how to do this properly,” said
Col. Tim Green, the assistant

See GOLDEN, A4



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Acid neutralizers
6. Robin’s Marian,

for one
10.Tiny colonists
14.Dance partner for

Fred
15.Lhasa __ (Tibetan

dog)
16.Creditor’s claim
17.“Garden Party”

singer
19.Need Advil, say
20.Come before
21.Suez Canal vessel
23.Braun or Gabor
24.Did some cobbling
25.Shy and modest
29.Formation on 

copper
32.Out of whack
33.Blows a gasket
34.Sharkey’s TV rank
37.Parcheesi need
38.Cheech of

Cheech & Chong
39.Hit the mall
40.Huckabee’s state:

Abbr.

41.Mantle’s number
42.Knight or rook
43.Came together
45.“Guys and Dolls”

writer Damon
46.Early name in 

arcade games
48.Tierra __ Fuego
49.Papal diplomat
51.Winslow Homer’s

“Eight Bells,” e.g.
56.Fails to keep pace
57.“Laugh-In” cohost
59.“Gotcha”
60.Commedia dell’ __
61.Assigned stars to
62.Societal klutz
63.Dallas NBAers
64.Features of some 

snow tires
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Observation Post

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclu-
sive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the United States government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are
Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, locat-
ed in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Theda of silents
2. Score after deuce
3. Sunni or Shia, e.g.
4. Sommer of “A  

Shot in the Dark”
5. Spam transmitters,
say
6. Island nation near 

Sicily
7. Basilica area
8. Prefix with metric or

tonic
9. “It’s forbidden!”
10.Support group for 

problem drinkers’
families

11.Ex of Jessica 
Simpson

12.[titter]
13.Dummy Mortimer
18.Icicle formation site
22.Sale condition
25.Jean Arp’s art genre
26.Mideast bigwig
27.Stones leader
28.Do something with
29.Removed the rind 

from

30.Opposed to, in 
dialect

31.Perfect score,
sometimes

33.Act like a lunatic
35.Somewhat, musically
36.Ready for customers
38.Gibson or Blanc
39.Part of a  confession
41.Open with a letter 

opener
42.Celestial radio 

sources
44.Took off the board
45.Stationery store 

purchase
46.Risking everything,

in poker
47.Pick on
48.Fakes out on the ice
50.Red-coated cheese
51.Old John Candy 

comedy show
52.Suffix with pluto or 

auto
53.Westernmost Aleutian
54.Like the fabled piper
55.Wraps up
58.Nest-egg letters

1 2 3 4
2 5 6

7 6 3 8
4 7 3 5
9 3

2 6 8 7

6 7 9 1
8 4 5

1 5 9 2

Hot Topics
MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEE  

RREEGGSS

Motorcycles on base are
required to have two
rearview mirrors. CCO
1630.8d (Motor Vehicle and
Traffic Regulations) states
“Privately owned motorcy-
cles shall not be operated on
a Marine Corps installation
without a rearview mirror
mounted on each side of
the handlebars or fairing.”

CCOO--EEDD  SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL
SSIIGGNN--UUPPSS

The Sports Department is
looking for women to play on
a varsity traveling co-ed soft-
ball team. The team is open to
active duty service members
and their families, and civilian
employees working on the
base. For more information,
call 830-6857.

SSCCIIOONN  BBAATTTTLLEE  OOFF
TTHHEE  BBUUIILLDDSS

Scion, in conjunction with
MWR and MCCS, is offering
a car design contest for all
active duty, reserve and
National Guard personnel.
The top designers from each
base will be given money to
build their dream cars and fly
to Vegas for the final contest
in November. Participants
must be in teams of 5-8.
Registration deadline is June
11. Go to http://www.battle
ofthebuilds.com for addi-
tional details.

SSIIXX  FFLLAAGGSS  
MMIILLIITTAARRYY  

AAPPPPRREECCIIAATTIIOONN  DDAAYY
&&  PPIICCNNIICC

Six Flags Magic Mountain
is hosting a Military
Appreciation Day & Picnic
July 3. Ticket price is
$29.75 and includes a fully-
catered all-you-can-eat buf-
fet style meal. For tickets,
visit the MCCS ITT office
at the exchange or call 830-
6163 ext. 252.

Marine Corps History

May 23, 1988

The V-22 Osprey made its
debut during rollout cere-
monies at Bell Helicopter

Textron’s Arlington, Texas,
facility.

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22001100  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not nec-

essarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the

Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee
mmoovviiee  aanndd  wwhhyy??

CPL. JOHN THELL

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY,
1ST BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT

“Princess Bride, I grew up with
it, and it’s a good story.”

PETTY OFFICER 3RD CLASS  ROGELIO
SALDANA

COMPANY E, 3RD LIGHT ARMORED
RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION

“Black Hawk Down, I’ve
liked it since I was in

high school. The medical gave
me an interest in becoming a

corpsman.”

LANCE CPL. TRAVIS HARTMAN

COMPANY B, 3RD LIGHT ARMORED
RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION

“The Hangover, because I can
relate, and it’s funny.”

[[PPuuzzzzllee ssoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA88]]
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SUDOKU #1816

Eagle

Eyes

Report any suspicious activity immediately which
may be a sign of terrorism, including:

1. Surveillance
2. Suspicious questioning
3. Tests of security
4. Acquiring supplies
5. Suspicious persons
6. Trial runs
7. Deploying assets

830-3937

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Seaman Kevyn Nolan
Neal
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Dental Technician
JJoobb  dduuttiieess:: Assisting in routine
dental procedures.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt
yyoouurr  jjoobb?? There’s something new
every day.
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss::
Traveling to Bridgeport and
Barstow multiple times for dental
runs.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Basketball and reading
MMiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee:: One and a half
years
TTiimmee  aabbooaarrdd  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr::
Seven months

Centerspeak

School Liaison Information
QQuueessttiioonn:: What can I do if my child is behind in school?

AAnnsswweerr:: If you think you child is behind, you have several
options. The first is to work with their teacher. Find out what
you can do at home to help them catch up. Consider finding a
tutor or other outside help for the student. Then, work with the
school. The school counselor is your advocate in this arena.

Make an appointment with the counselor and inquire about options. If you and the
teacher notice that your child is having specific difficulties, it might be time to consider
having your child tested for a disability or specific learning issue. The teacher and school
should be able to help with that decision. Most importantly, you have to work with your
child. Find out all you can about what they are doing, where and how they are falling
behind and how they are feeling about school. Once again, you are your child’s advocate,
and they rely on you to learn all you can and speak up for them.

For more information, please contact 
smbplmsmccsschoolliaison@usmc.mil or call 830-1574.

Stress on your
schedule?
BBRRIIAANN  PP..  SSMMIITTHH
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

Military families can seem to eat, sleep and
breathe stress. Some days, it can just feel
like…oh, hold on a second.

Hello? Air conditioning’s going to break at
10 p.m.? On a Saturday? That doesn’t work
for me at all. How about at 8 a.m. on a
Tuesday? Oh, hold on– I have to take this
other call.

Hello? Toddler with a fever and an ear infec-
tion? No, sorry. That won’t work. I’m all booked
up until next Thursday. Thanks for calling.

Challenges and conflicts don’t check your
calendar. Stress doesn’t clock out at five, doesn’t
take a sick day and never asks when you’re free.
You can’t always clear time during daylight
hours to focus on your struggles. Those times
when you need to talk to someone – day or
night – you might not even know where to start.
TriWest Online Care gives you the support you
need, available over the phone and online, when
you need it.

Call, click or chat 24/7/365.
Anytime of the day or night, when it’s con-

venient to you, contact TriWest Online Care
over the phone at 1-888-TRIWEST or through
online chat at triwest.com/onlinecare for
behavioral health information and crisis inter-
vention.

TriWest Online Care also uses online video-
conferencing for one-on-one counseling that is:

• Non-reportable
• Private
• Free
• Non-medical.
The phone and chat options are available to

all TRICARE beneficiaries. The online video
option is available in the U.S. for:

• Active duty service members and spouses
• TRICARE Reserve Select enrollees
• Those eligible for the Transitional

Assistance Management Program
• Family members over the age of 18.
You won’t need a referral or prior authoriza-

tion to talk to someone, and you can use the
service as many times as needed, from any-
where with an Internet connection and, a web-
cam. If medical support or a higher level of
care is needed, they can help you find the prop-
er services.

Stress is a part of life. Whether you start to
feel overwhelmed at 2 p.m. or 2 a.m., TriWest
Online Care has resources available to connect
you with the support you need.



Are you or a loved one among the ranks of Morongo Basin residents who are sworn to protect and
serve? If so, we want your story. Hi-Desert Publishing Co. has revamped our annual public safety special
section to tell the stories of emergency medical responders, firefighters and law enforcement officers
who work in the trenches in the Hi-Desert every day.

“Real Stories of Those Who Protect and Serve”
will be published in JULY 2010 and will feature stories written by everyone from firefighters and EMTs to
sheriff’s deputies, California Highway Patrol officers, military policemen and probation officers, or by
their family members. 
To submit your story and photographs for the section, e-mail them to Features Editor Kelly O’Sullivan at
osullivan@desert-trail.com or call her at (760) 367-3577 for more information. Be sure to include your
contact phone number. All submissions are subject to editing for style and for length, and we request
that they be 800 words or less. We prefer text submissions via e-mail or on disk as a text-only or Word
document (.doc only, no .docx). Digital photographs should be at least 1 megabyte in size. If you don’t
have a digital photograph, call O’Sullivan for more information on how to submit a photo. Deadline for
all submissions is 5 p.m. Friday, June 4, 2010.

We Want Your Story!

cohesive team.
The goal for the exercise

was to demonstrate U.S. and
Romanian troops could com-
plete a casualty evacuation
within the “Golden Hour,”
the standard to provide the
appropriate level of care to
injured service members
within one hour’s time.

Gordon said the Romanian
forces were able to transport
the simulated casualty well
within the hour timeline.

The exercise ensured U.S.
and Romanian forces could
begin peacekeeping opera-
tions training with knowl-
edge that Marines, sailors and
Romanian forces are ready
for a worst-case scenario.

“This exercise demonstrat-
ed that in the event of a real-
world emergency, the
Romanians and Americans
can work in partnership to
save a life,” said Navy Chief
Petty Officer Jesse Tossetti,
the senior medical department
representative for Black Sea
Rotational Force, and a native
of San Bernadino, Calif. “The
Romanians and Americans
worked in a seamless partner-

ship to complete the exercise
in a flawless manner.”

Black Sea Rotational Force
is a multi-year commitment
by Marine Corps Forces
Europe to deploy U.S.-based
Marines to installations in
Europe on a rotating basis.
This year, the force deployed
as a Security Cooperation
Marine Air-Ground Task
Force, designed to promote
regional stability, build
enduring partnerships and

increase the military capaci-
ty of Romania and other
partner nations in the Black
Sea, Caucasus and Balkan
regions.

The Black Sea Rotational
Force officially began serv-
ice Monday, during a joint
ceremony with U.S. and
Romanian troops.

This Security Cooperation
MAGTF marks the first
deployment of this kind for
Marines to the Black Sea

region. 1st Tank Battalaion,
out of Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center
Twentynine Palms, Calif.,
forms the core of the
MAGTF, with the command,
logistics and ground combat
elements. First Tank Bn. is
reinforced by the 4th Civil
Affairs Group, and will be sup-
ported by a detachment from
Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron 452 out
of Newburgh, N.Y.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT MMAAYY 2211,,  22001100 AA33
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TEST, from A1

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Marines with scout platoon, Headquarters and Service Company, 1st Tank Battalion, load a
simulated casualty into the back of an ambulance May 14, during a casualty rehearsal exer-
cise at Romania’s Babadag Training Area.

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Sergeant Chris Dare, a section leader with scout platoon, Headquarters and
Service Company, 1st Tank Battalion, calls in a helicopter to Romania’s Babadag
Training Area during a casualty evacuation rehearsal May 14.

Aerial firefighting exercise unites federal, state agencies
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  DDAANNIIEELL  BBOOOOTTHHEE
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP
PENDLETON, Calif. – Federal and
state fire agencies remain ready to
respond after local military and civil-
ian fire personnel completed their
third annual aerial firefighting drill at
Camp Pendleton, May 13.

Approximately 34 emergency
service personnel and several air-
craft from Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar, Naval Air Station
North Island and California’s
Department of Fire and Forestry
Protection (CAL FIRE) extin-
guished simulated fires on base by
coordinating helicopter water drops.

“The importance of exercises
cannot be overstated,” said Mathew
Bettenhausen, secretary, California
Emergency Management Agency.
“The lessons learned here are neces-
sary to keep improving response and
ultimately save lives and property.”

After wildfires devastated
Southern California in 2007, federal
and state fire officials developed an
operating plan for the annual exercise.
The joint aerial effort is expected to
close any gaps in procedures and rem-
edy the lack of training between fed-
eral and state agencies which was
exposed by the unforgettable blaze.

“In 2007, there were a handful of
aircraft available on base, but without
properly trained personnel, a specific
activation process or even contact
procedures, we couldn’t use them,”

said Tom P. Humann, forestry fire
pilot with CAL FIRE, who helped
design the annual aerial fire drill.
“The result was some confusion,
response delays, unused buckets and

a lack of coordination amongst flight
crews. This training effort takes steps
to address each of these issues,”
added Humann, former CAL FIRE
military program coordinator.

During the exercise, helicopters
scooped as much as 900 gallons of
water on each pass at the base’s Las
Pulgas Lake, with what firefighters
refer to as “Bambi buckets,” to pour

on designated targets. The primary
purpose of water-dropping is not
necessarily to extinguish the flames as
much as it is to assist ground-based
firefighters to safely contain the blaze.

“The main purpose of the train-
ing was to practice the planning and
execution of the actual operating
plan,” said Maj. Steven R.
Christman, operations action offi-
cer, Marine Corps Installations
West. “The exercise clarifies how
the armed forces works together
with civilian agencies in a time of
crisis with our assets and personnel
and allows us to apply these princi-
ples during actual flight operations.”

According to CAL FIRE offi-
cials, a majority of fires are extin-
guished before they have the oppor-
tunity to surge out of control. The
organization reports that nearly 95
percent of all fires caught by the
agency are kept to 10 acres or less.

“When you have the big, major
fires and they are burning tens of
thousands of acres, then we have to
go outside and get assistance and that’s
when the military comes into play,”
said John Winder, deputy chief for
CAL FIRE’s Tactical Air Operations.

The joint aerial exercise’s official
operation plan mandates military
resources should be identified with-
in four to 12 hours after the initial
call for help is made.

According to the Stafford Act,
which regulates military involve-
ment and emergency response, the

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. DDAANNIIEELL  BBOOOOTTHHEE  

A CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter from 3rd Marine Air Wing, Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, empties
more than 320 gallons of water from the nearby Las Pulgas Lake during the third annual aerial firefight-
ing effort at Camp Pendleton, May 13. Approximately 34 emergency service personnel and several air-
craft from Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Naval Air Station
North Island and California’s Department of Fire and Forestry Protection (CAL FIRE) extinguished simu-
lated fires on base by coordinating helicopter water drops.

See FIRE, A6



chief of staff for the Mission
Assurance Directorate.

Although installation personnel
knew the earthquake would hit
Tuesday morning, most of the
chaotic details were withheld until
reports of damaged buildings or
casualties were called in.

After the earthquake, the Provost
Marshal’s Office and Combat Center
Fire Department rushed into action.
Both organizations are part of the
operations section working out of
the emergency operations center,
which was set up at 4th Tank
Battalion’s headquarters building to
help control the situation.

The first responders quickly

assessed the situation aboard the
installation, aided injured people and
extinguished fires. As reports came
in, the situation worsened. Building
damage, fire and transportation sys-
tem accidents caused 282 deaths and
103 serious injuries within the coun-
ty. Thousands of people were with-
out homes and all electric power
throughout the county was knocked
out. While the two sections raced to
the mock scenarios.

To ensure the Combat Center
responds effectively to a disaster,
the EOC must run smoothly with
little or no hitches, said Green, a
native of Phoenix.

“We want information redun-
dancy throughout the entire EOC,”
added Staff Sgt. Joe Evans, an

emergency management specialist
for PMO, while he marked inci-
dents such as destroyed buildings
and personnel movement on a map.
“That way, you see the most current
information everywhere you look.”

The EOC is made up of five
main sections – the incident man-
agement team, operations center,
planning and intelligence, logistics
and finances. Each section is in
charge of different aspects of con-
taining the disaster.

Green said it was a struggle in
the beginning of the exercise to
juggle real-world work while work-
ing in the EOC, but he said the per-
sonnel were making things work
because it is important for the
installation to be prepared in the
midst of a disaster.

As the exercise progressed, more
emergencies were inserted into the
scenario to see how well the person-
nel responded to new threats.
Participating families were evacuat-
ed from their homes to a shelter.
Search and rescue missions were
deployed to find people buried in
destroyed buildings. Wednesday
morning, military police were
informed two people with malicious
intent stole weapons from an
armory. This caused the force pro-
tection condition to rise to delta,
which is achieved when intelligence
reports indicate an attack is likely.
This made it more difficult for peo-
ple driving on and off the Combat
Center while PMO’s special reaction
team searched for the role players.

Sgt. Patricia Newby, who provid-

ed security during the exercise, said
she was surprised at how in-depth
the exercise went, but was glad the
plans included every aspect to ensure
everybody’s safety.

Thursday morning, mass casual-
ties, fatalities and a hazardous mate-
rial spill were reported causing a flur-
ry of movement from Center Fire,
and PMO’s Special Reaction Team
responded to rioting, hungry role
players at the front gate.

At the end of the exercise, feed-
back was provided from evaluators,
and suggestions were given to ensure
Combat Center personnel knew
how to respond in case a disaster hit.

“We need an efficient flow of
information between the sections or
else everything falls apart,” Green
said. “This is the first time we exer-
cised a full stand up of the emer-
gency operations center, and so far
we are working well together.”
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 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms
 Service Department

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 5-26-10* 
 See dealer for details.

 We service  We service  We service 
 all makes  all makes  all makes 

 and models and models and models
 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 1-760- 367-1919

 10% 10% 10%
 MILITARY  MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY! 
 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 WASH 

 W/30-60-90K 
 SERVICE

 FREE  RIDE FROM BASE  • MILITARY DISCOUNT

 72878 29 Palms Hwy. Twentynine Palms
 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430

 THE  THE  THE 
 LARGEST  LARGEST  LARGEST 
 SELECTION  SELECTION  SELECTION 
 OF  OF  OF 
 PRE- PRE- PRE-
 OWNED  OWNED  OWNED 
 VEHICLES  VEHICLES  VEHICLES 
 IN THE  IN THE  IN THE 
 HIGH  HIGH  HIGH 
 DESERT DESERT DESERT

 05 HONDA PILOT AWD

 #5H572316 #5H572316

 Open 7 Days

 Open 7 Days

 Open 7 Days

 A Week
 A Week
 A Week

 #8S027219 #8S027219

 08 SUZUKI SX4

 # 85105217 # 85105217

 08 FORD ESCAPE 4X4

 # 8KA64084 # 8KA64084

 0% FINANCING FOR SELECT MILITARY PERSONNEL

 29 Palms 29 Palms 29 Palms
 Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week 
 Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919

 GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM! GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM! GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM!

 LOADED LOADED LOADED

 $12,888 $12,888

 MANUAL MANUAL MANUAL
 TRANS TRANS TRANS

 LOW LOW LOW
 MILES MILES MILES

 $12,888 $12,888
 06 JEEP COMMANDER

 # 6C367309 # 6C367309

 THIRD THIRD THIRD
 ROW ROW ROW

 SEATING SEATING SEATING

 $16,888 $16,888

 # 5FS26690 # 5FS26690

 FAMILY  FAMILY  FAMILY 
 SIZE SIZE SIZE

 $11,888 $11,888

 05 DODGE DURANGO

 #9F164208

 09 CHEVY MALIBU

 FAMILY  FAMILY  FAMILY 
 SIZE SIZE SIZE

 $15,888 $15,888

 XLT XLT XLT
 NICE NICE NICE

 $17,888 $17,888

 FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE
 FREE CARFAX REPORT! FREE CARFAX REPORT! FREE CARFAX REPORT!

 WE MAKE IT EASY AT WE MAKE IT EASY AT WE MAKE IT EASY AT

 # 8W274517 # 8W274517

 FAMILY  FAMILY  FAMILY 
 SIZE SIZE SIZE

 $15,888 $15,888

 08 DODGE NITRO

 # 8D757343 # 8D757343

 LOADED LOADED LOADED

 $12,888 $12,888

 08 DODGE CALIBER

 # 41559756 # 41559756

 SHARP SHARP SHARP

 $9,888 $9,888

 04 DODGE DAKOTA

GOLDEN, from A1

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Cpl. Cynthia Rivera and Sgt. Jacob Kallash stand security duty outside
the emergency operations center inside 4th Tank Battalion’s headquar-
ters building after a notional 7.8 earthquake struck the Combat Center
Tuesday during the annual California-wide Exercise Golden Guardian.

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Leaders from all sections within the emergency operations center at 4th
Tank Battalion’s headquarters building hold a meeting to discuss the
current situation after a notional earthquake struck the Combat Center
Tuesday during the annual California-wide Exercise Golden Guardian.
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SSuunnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  
ooff MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess
8:45 a.m. - Confessions+
9 a.m. - Rosary
9:30 a.m. - Catholic
Mass*
9:30 a.m. - Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
4 p.m. - Choir Practice
4:15 p.m. -
Confessions+
4:30 p.m. - Rosary
5 p.m. - Catholic Mass
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
8:30 a.m. - Lay-led
independent Baptist
breakfast in the West
Wing
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
CCaallvvaarryy  CChhaappeell--AAGGCC
9 a.m. - Contemporary
Worship*
9 a.m. - Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m. - Sunday
School, building 1551*

WWeeddnneessddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Noon - Communion
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
First Wednesday, 6 p.m. - Baptism
preparation class
First Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Knights of
Columbus
TThhuurrssddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
6 p.m.-Praise Band Rehearsal            
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
9 a.m. - Adult Class
6 p.m. - Children RCIA
6:30 p.m. - RCIA (September-
April)
7 p.m. - Gr. 7 and Confirmation
FFrriiddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
5 p.m. - Gospel Rehearsal 
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
First Friday each month, 12:15 p.m.,
4:30 p.m. - Exposition/Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament
LLeeggeenndd
* Indicates child care is provided
+ Appointments can be made for
confessions by calling 830-
6456/6482

COMBAT CENTER RELIGIOUS SERVICES

MMuusslliimm  pprraayyeerr  ssppaaccee  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr,, rroooomm  8877..
JJeewwiisshh  pprraayyeerr  ssppaaccee  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr,, rroooomm  9933..
FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccaallll  883300--55443300..

 29 Palms, Ca.
 1-800-755-3264 • 760-367-7529

 WE have a solution for your

 D.I.T.Y. Move!
 Local or Long Distance

 YOU CAN DO IT.  “You can pack and load it yourself”
 WE CAN HELP,  “We can help with packing and loading”

 WE CAN DO IT ALL,  “We can pack and load it all for you”
 *Door to Door in 10 days*

   *Free Certified Weight Ticket*
 *Up to 60% Off*

   *Packing material available*

 Agent

 Your Local

PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  

Anthony Reyes works the grill at the newly-opened Extreme Pita shop Wednesday.
Extreme Pita opened its doors at the Combat Center’s Desert Winds Golf Course
Monday. The restaurant is open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. “We serve breakfast and
lunch, and we cater,” said Ketan Parikh, the restaurant and franchise owner.
Extreme Pita doesn’t use oils or fats, opting to use water instead to make their food
healthier and more enjoyable, Parikh added. Extreme Pita is scheduled to open a
second location on the Combat Center in July at the Home Store.

Extreme Pita opens for business

IInntteerrddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
GGoooodd  SShheepphheerrdd
9:15 a.m. - Sunday School, building
1551*
10:30 a.m. - Traditional
Worship*
10:45 a.m. - Children’s Church
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
12:15 p.m. - Worship
YYoouutthh  GGrroouupp
6 p.m. - Jr. and Sr. High School
Youth 
WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
Monday - Friday, 11:45 a.m. -
Catholic Mass 
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Monday - Friday, noon - Daily
Prayer
TTuueessddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
9 a.m. - Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
(September through May)
6:30 p.m. - “EKKLESIA”
Assemblies of God Fellowship
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
3:30-5:30 p.m. - Military Council
of Catholic Women



Department of Defense may
only respond to save lives,
prevent human suffering and
mitigate great property dam-
age.

Military commanders are,
however, authorized to take

necessary action to respond
when those conditions are
met and time does not permit
approval through command
channels, states the aerial
exercise’s operating plan.
Those actions must then be
reported up the proper chain
of command, all the way to

the Secretary of Defense.
Base officials announced

that the Marine Corps will
keep two helicopters at Camp
Pendleton with a trained crew
on standby during this fire sea-
son. The Navy Reserve will
also remain ready throughout
the year to support any civilian
fire agency with insufficient
available assets.

“More practice for the

aircrews has lead to
improvements in safety,
effectiveness, and efficiency
of fire suppression,” said
Humann, a California native
who also served as a Marine
helicopter pilot. “In addi-
tion, the improved coordina-
tion between agencies has
resulted in quicker activation
times and easier transitions
to joint operations.”
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 Assembly of God Church
 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wed. Service 7:00 pm

 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 56445 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Lucky Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080
 Acts 2:38

 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
 Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

 Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
 73493 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, Ca

 367-4185
 Pastor Titus R. Burns
 Sunday Service: 10:00 AM
 Wednesday Night Bible
 Study: 7:00 PM

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 First Southern 
 Baptist Church

 of Joshua Tree

 Sun. Worship  10:45am • 6:00pm
 Sun. Bible Study  9:30am

 1st  .  Wed.   Potluck  6:00pm 
 Wed. Bible Study  7:00pm

 6088 Sunset Road JT  (760) 366-9211

 Pastor Doug Hutcherson

 First Southern 
 Baptist Church

 of Joshua Tree

 Sun. Worship  10:45am • 6:00pm
 Sun. Bible Study  9:30am

 1st  .  Wed.   Potluck  6:00pm 
 Wed. Bible Study  7:00pm

 6088 Sunset Road JT  (760) 366-9211

 Pastor Doug Hutcherson

Parking, shuttle information for

2010 We Salute You celebration

FREE SHUTTLE
AVAILABLE EVERY 30
MINUTES
FROM 3:30 TO 11:30 P.M.

FIRE, from A3
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TThhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  TTrraaddeerr  AAddss
iiss  nnoooonn  WWeeddnneessddaayy,, ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg
FFrriiddaayy’’ss  nneewwssppaappeerr..
Trader Ad forms are available at the Public Affairs Office

and may be filled out during normal working hours at Bldg.
1417. Ads may also be submitted through e-mail, but will
only be accepted from those with an @usmc.mil address.

If you are active duty, retired military or a family member
and do not have an @usmc.mil address you can go to the
PAO page of the base Web site at:
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil /dirs/pao/ and complete a
request to publish an ad.

The limitations for ads are: 15-word limit, limit of
two ads per household and the Trader may be used

only for noncommercial classified ads containing
items of personal property offered by and for indi-
viduals authorized to use this service. Such ads must
represent incidental exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  
AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  ccoonn--
ssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale” ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide Permanent Change of
Station orders and have the ad approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Center Trader is not used for
commercial real estate endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come, first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions please call 830-6213.

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

11999988  3311’’ CCOOAACCHHMMEENN  55TTHH  WWHHEEEELL
RRVV.. Low usage, large slide-out,
ducted heat and A/C, queen bed,
microwave, propane stove/oven,
large fridge, HD radio/CD-satelite
ready, move-in equipped. Great
condition. $7,000 to $7,500. Call
Col. Apicella. 822-5884. 5/7/10

11995577  NNAASSHH  EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  MMOODDEELL
PPRROOJJEECCTT  CCAARR.. Registered,
complete engine, $650 OBO. 5
rims, size 15.6 lug, off-road heavy
duty. $180. OBO. Call Jose 361-
3509. 4/23/10 

11996633  CCHHRRYYLLSSEERR  330000.. 2 door,
413 cui engine with push but-
ton transmission not running.
$2,000. Don 830-5581.
4/16/10

11996699  CCHHEEVVRROOLLEETT  CCAAPPRRIICCEE.. 454
cui. Not original motor. With TH400.
2 door. Don 830-5581. 4/16/10

22000022  CCRR225500RR  DDIIRRTT  BBIIKKEE..
Eline stater, FMF pipe and
silencer. Paddle tire for the
dunes. Runs very good, hardly
riden. $3,000. 910-3979. 4/9/10

22000022  PPOONNTTIIAACC  GGRRAANNDD  PPRRIIXX
GGTT.. Leather interior, loaded,
alloy wheels, V-6 3.8L, 77,000
miles. Selling for payoff. $6,000.
Call Dane at 368-9535. 3/26/10

22000099  HHOONNDDAA  SSHHAADDOOWW  FFOORR
SSAALLEE.. Great condition, low miles,
never dropped. Black with flame
pin stripes. $5,250 OBO. Call
Logan. 423-504-6926. 3/12/10

MMIISSCC..                                                           __________          

TTWWOO  PPAAIINNTT  HHOORRSSEESS.. For
lease or sale. $225 per month
lease. 367-0831. 4/16/10

PPIINNEE  FFOOUURR  DDOOOORR  EENNTTEERRTTAAIINN--
MMEENNTT  CCEENNTTEERR.. Holds 32 inch TV.
Tall corner unit, chestnut finish.
$100. O.B.O. Contact 368-9535.
3/26/10

1199  IINNCCHH  SSOONNYY  TTRRIINNIITTRROONN  TTVV..
Silver with remote. Asking $50
O.B.O. Contact 368-9535.
3/26/10

88  XX  2200  CCOONNEEXX  BBOOXX.. $1,750.
Call 219-2184. 2/12/10

FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL,, BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  AANNDD
SSCCIIEENNCCEE  FFIICCTTIIOONN  CCAARRDD  CCOOLL--
LLEECCTTIIOONN.. A huge collection of
over 50,000 cards. Mid ‘80s to
mid ‘90s football and baseball.
Star Trek and Star Wars cards.
For sale by teams, individual
players, sets or the whole collec-
tion. Call Stephen 567-7921.
2/12/10

YYOOUURR
AADD

HHEERREE

Combat Center Trader Ads

MCCES Marine receives GEICO military award
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines killed in motorcycle acci-
dents in 2009 outnumbered Marine
Corps’ casualties in Operation Iraqi
Freedom at the end of the campaign.
Marines like Staff Sgt. Christopher
Fulgium do their best to avoid
becoming one of those statistics.

Fulgium, the safety chief at the
Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School here, was award-
ed the 22nd annual GEICO
Military Service Award for the
Marine Corps for his work in traffic
safety and accident prevention.
Fulgium received a plaque, and a
week-long vacation in Washington,
D.C., along with a check for $2,500
and a tour of the nation’s capital in
recognition of his work.

Fulgium was cited primarily for
the weekly briefings he gives to new
MCCES students. In addition to cre-
ating posters about motorcycle safe-
ty and making videos about proper

motorcycle inspection.
“There haven’t been any incidents

since I’ve been here,” said the
Neodesha, Kan., native. “I took over
as safety chief in December of 2009,
and our club here got as large as 140.”

Fulgium, a sport bike owner, said
knowledge is power when it comes
to staying alive during a ride.

“It’s more important riders knows
what will keep them safe, instead of
what happens a lot of the time,” he
said. “The information gets put out,
and Marines don’t know about it until
someone who does calls them out
for being jacked up.”

Organizing what knowledge and
training is available to riders was
crucial to a program’s success,
Fulgium added. This is where the
Semper Ride Web site, which fea-
tures safety tips, forums, adminis-
trative messages and current road
rules, comes into play.

“Finding where everything was
available was tough,” he said. “The
idea behind the Semper Ride Web

site is huge. We needed a place to let
motorcyclists be heard. It’s a good
forum and Web site for people to
get information about programs,
orders and laws.”

Communicating not only within
MCCES, but with leaders of other
unit clubs within the installation has
been a huge help, Fulgium said.

“I started a Facebook page called
29 Stumps Riders,” he said. “The
whole point was to collaborate as
mentors. We also have meetings with
all the mentors [from each com-
mand] on the second Wednesday of
each month at the Staff Club to dis-
cuss big things.”

Dr. Joyce Teters, MCCES’ direc-
tor of safety, said it was rewarding
to see a second Marine who worked
with her receive the award.

Teters said Fulgium shouldered
the duties of safety chief, along with
those of being a husband and his
regular job, when he initially took

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Staff Sgt. Christopher Fulgium, the safety chief for the Combat
Center’s Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School,
received the 22nd annual 2009 GEICO Military Service Award for
the Marine Corps for his work in traffic safety and accident preven-
tion. Fulgium’s club of riders at MCCES hasn’t had a single fatality
since he took the reigns of the program. See GEICO, A8



over the position in January
of 2008.

“When he started out on
this, it wasn’t his duty. He was
an instructor over at the
school,” she said.

Mike Baker, the director
of GEICO’s military depart-
ment, said it is an honor for a
former veteran like himself
to bestow this honor to cur-
rent service members.

“I did 33 years in the
Navy,” said Baker, from
Atlanta. “It’s really special to
me that we recognize the
enlisted people and what they
do, because I was an enlisted
man myself. It’s great I work
for a company that thinks so
much of them.”

For those who feel they
are worthy of recognition, as
the saying goes, there’s always
next year.

For more information on
the awards program or to read
about other DoD recipients,
visit http://www.geico
.com/infor mat ion/mil
itary/ serviceawards.
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(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

WWW.YUCCAVALLEYFORD.COM

All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.

$16,8884-Cyl. 2.3L HYBRID, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, MP3/Multi-CD, R/Rack, Alloys, Low
Miles.  VIN B36416 / STK P1870A 

2006 FORD ESCAPE HYBRID
Hurry

Won’t Last

$16,888V6 3.3L, Auto, Rear Air, PW, PDL, Tilt,
MP3/CD, Quad Seating, P/Glass. R/Rack.
VIN 507552 / STK P1893

7-PASSENGER
2009 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE
ONLY 46K

MILES

$20,888V6 3.5L., Auto, Rear Air, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys.
VIN A03048 STK P1906

2008 FORD EDGE SE

$10,8884-Cyl. 2.2L., Auto, PS, PW,
PDL,  Tilt, CC, MP3/CD.
VIN 344784 / STK P1890

2008 CHEVY COBALT LT

$24,888V8 6.0L TURBO DIESEL, Auto, 4WD, Lariat, AC, Full Power,
Premium Sound, Navigation, DVD System, Leather, Tow Pkg,
Premium Wheels.  VIN D66467 STK P1899 

TURBO DIESEL
2003 FORD F-350 LE SUPER DUTY CREW CAB

4X4
LOW MILES

$11,8884-Cyl. 2.0L., CVT-Auto, AC, PS,
PW, PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys.
VIN 646647 / STK P1897

2008 DODGE CALIBER STX SPORT WAGON

$6,8884-Cyl. 2.2L., 5-Speed, AC,
PS, Tilt, CD, Gas Saver.
VIN 806340 STK P1869

2006 CHEVY COBALT LS

$12,8884-Cyl. 3.2L., Auto, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Prem. Sound,
Alloys.  VIN 108819 STK P1909 

2009 CHEVY COBALT LT

$12,888V8 5.3L., Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt,  CC,
CD, Hard Tonneau Cover, Tow Pkg.,
Allloys. VIN 244528 / STK 10F139A

2004 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LS EXT CAB

$12,8884-Cyl., 2.0L, Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys.
VIN 114298 STK P1884

2009 FORD FOCUS SE

$12,8884-Cyl., 2.3L, Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, Multi-CD, Prem. Sound, R/Spoiler,
Alloys. VIN M19950 STK P1903

VALUE EDITION
2008 MAZDA MAZDA6 i SPORT

$13,8884-Cyl., 2.3L, Auto, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, Multi-CD, Traction Control,
Alloys.  VIN M30040 / STK P1898

Sport Value Edition
2006 MAZDA MAZDA6 i

$13,888V6 3.5L., Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CD, OnStar, Traction Control,
Alloys.  VIN 171855 STK P1900

2009 PONTIAC G6 GT

$17,888V6 3.0L, Auto, 2WD, AC, PS,
Tilt,, CD, Bed Liner, Alloys.
VIN A20009  STK P1878B

2008 FORD RANGER XLT SUPER CAB

$18,8884-Cyl. 2.5 L, SYNC, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, MP3/Multi-CD, Leather,
Alloys. VIN 162996 STK P1857

2010 FORD FUSION SEL
ONLY 7K
MILES

$18,888V6 3.0L, Auto, Rear Air, MP3/Multi-CD,
Parking Sensors, Leather, R/Rack,
P/Glass, Alloys. VIN A49734 STK P1896

NAVIGATION
2008 FORD ESCAPE LIMITERD

4X4

$18,8884-Cyl. 2.5L, SYNC, AC, PW, PDL
Tilt, CC, MP3/Multi-CD, Leather,
Alloys.  VIN 166528 / STK P1856

2010 FORD FUSION SEL
ONLY 10K

MILES

$9,8884-Cyl. 2.0L, Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, CD, Premium Sound,
ABS. VIN 554031 / STK P1902

2008 KIA SPECTRA EX

$29,888V8 5.4L, Auto, Rear Air,  MP3/CD,
R/Rack, Tow Pkg., Premium Wheels.
VIN A50254 / STK 10T140A

LOW-LOW MILES
2008 FORD EXPEDITION XLT

$15,888V8 5.3L., Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, CD, Tow Pkg., Premium
Wheels. VIN 137563 STK 9T112B

2006 CHEVY SILVERADO LS 1500 CREW CAB

$24,888V8 4.6L, Auto, AC, Full Power, Multi-/CD,
Audiophile Sound, Leather, Traction
Control, Alloys. VIN 617168 / STK P1891

2009 LINCOLN TOWN CAR SIGNATURE LIMITED

$27,888V8 5.4L., Auto, 4WD,  AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, CD, Leather, Tow Pkg., Alloys.
VIN D44572 / STK P1814

2008 FORD F-150 XLT SUPERCREW
39K MILES

4X4

$11,8884-Cyl. 2.0L., 5-Speed, AC, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys.
VIN 201675 / STK P1895

2008 FORD FOCUS SE

$24,888V8 5.4L, Auto, 2WD, Rear Air, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, MP3/Multi-CD, Prem. Sound, Tow Pkg.,
Premium Wheels.  VIN A53631  STK 10T098A

2007 FORD EXPEDITION EDDIE BAUER

$15,888V6 3.0L., Auto, AWD, AC, PS, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CC, Multi-CD, Navigation, Leather,
Alloys. VIN E26320 / STK 10T171B

2005 JAGUAR X-TYPE 3.0L
ONLY 44K

MILES

CALL FOR PRICEV8 6.4L.,TURBO DIESEL,  Auto, 4WD, AC, PDL,
MP3/Multi-CD, Leather, Hard Tonneau Cover, Tow
Pkg., Prem. Wheels.  VIN A05269 / STK 10T173A

TURBO DIESEL
2008 FORD F-250 LARIAT SUPER DUTY

FULLY
EQUIPPED!

BLOWOUT PRICES
ON 2010’s

$17,888V8 4.6L, Auto, AC,  PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, MP3/Multi-CD, Bed Liner.,
Alloys.  VIN C37244 / STK P1904

2006 FORD F-150 XLT SUPERCREW

2011’s DIESELS 
ARE HERE

STRONGER    - QUIETER !

B

A

R

A

D

A

D

A

A

L

L

I

N

A

D

I

N

E

M

I

R

T

E

A

S

E

S

E

C

T

M

I

C

K

J

A

G

G

E

R

E

L

K

E

U

S

E

E

R

A

S

E

D

S

E

N

D

E

R

S

S

L

I

T

E

A

V

E

M

E

L

E

D

A

M

M

A

L

T

A

R

A

V

E

I

R

A

A

P

S

E

P

A

R

E

D

S

C

T

V

I

S

O

A

G

I

N

D

E

K

E

S

D

O

N

T

T

E

N

R

E

A

M

A

S

I

S

P

U

L

S

A

R

S

A

L

A

N

O

N

S

I

N

C

R

A

T

N

I

C

K

L

A

C

H

E

Y

A

T

T

U

T

E

H

E

E

P

O

C

O

P

I

E

D

S

N

E

R

D

O

P

E

N

E

N

D

S

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
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SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

FFEEAATTUURREE  NNEEWWSS  RREELLEEAASSEE
MARINE CORPS FORCES SPECIAL OPERATIONS

COMMAND

KABUL, Afghanistan – Since
October 2009, Afghan National
Security Forces have partnered with
the 4th Brigade, 82nd Airborne
Division, and U.S. Marine Corps
Special Operations Forces to estab-
lish security and support an Afghan
government presence in Muqor dis-
trict, Badghis province.

Before “Team Battle,” as the
force is called, established Combat
Outpost Husker outside of Muqor,
there was no long-term coalition
presence in the area. Qal-e-Naw was
the closest coalition outpost, and the
Taliban could move about mostly
undeterred as Afghan National
Police did not have enough person-
nel to stop them.

“Before we began to maintain a
presence here, the enemy had com-
plete freedom of movement to the
north,” said U.S. Army Capt. Joey

Nickel, commander of Team Battle.
“Now that we’ve established the
joint force presence, conducted
joint patrols, and expanded security
in the area, the bubble we’ve creat-
ed for the populace has curbed
Taliban influence.”

As a result of the increased secu-
rity in the valley, support for the
Afghan government has begun to
increase. “People have a need to feel
safe, and people are happy with the
increased security,” said Moqur ANP
Chief Lt. Col. Obaidullah Nyabzada.

“It’s gotten a lot better. The thing
is, as you support security, you expand
support for the government,” added
Nickel. A team of Marine Corps
Special Operations Forces along with
their partners, the Afghan National
Army’s 3/1/207th Kandak arrived in
Muqor in early April. The force
allowed Team Battle and the Muqor
District ANP to expand their reach,
and security in the valley.

“The interaction with the
Marines has been great,” Nickel

said. “They understand the plan
we’ve laid out for the valley.”

The newly-formed partnership
has already produced a better under-
standing of the district.

“We’ve complemented Team
Battle by bringing specialized equip-
ment and capabilities to the battle-
field,” said a Marine Corps Special
Operations Forces operator. “This
has led to the enhancement of district
security by engaging the populace and
developing the human terrain.”

Before ANSF and ISAF forces
established security in Muqor, there
were no safe routes to Qal-E-Naw
which could be travelled without
Taliban harassment and taxation. Now
there are multiple roads which are safe
to travel between the two towns. The
ability for people to move freely about
the valley and to Qal-e-Naw has had a
noticeable effect. The ANP can now
visit areas not possible before, allowing
them to interact with more of the pop-
ulation and bring the Afghan govern-
ment to places it hasn’t been before.

ANSF-ISAF partnership stabilizing southern Badghis province

SSGGTT.. EEDDMMUUNNDD  LL.. HHAATTCCHH

Afghan National Army Lt. Ghonm Ali, Afghan National Police Maj.
Adbullah and U.S. Army Lt. Christopher Kirchner, listen to an upcom-
ing security operation brief at the Afghan National Police
Headquarters in Muqor, Badghis Province, Afghanistan, April 11. Due
to increased efforts by ANSF and Coalition Forces from Task Force
Professional, 82nd Airborne Division, the level of security within Muqor
District has significantly improved throughout the last six months.

Bobeck. If you read her bio,
you will be amazed with the
experience she brings, and I
can assure Twentynine Palms
that you are getting an out-
standing officer.”

Albia will be transferring
to the U.S. Transportation
Command at Scott Air
Force Base, Ill., where he
will serve as the deputy com-
mand surgeon.

Previously, Bobeck served
as the executive officer of
Naval Health Clinic Anna-
polis, Md.

“We are responsible for
ensuring that our Marines
and their families are med-
ically ready to support our
nation’s freedom,” Bobeck
said. “I understand that
responsibility, and I accept
that responsibility.”

However, “leaders do not
succeed alone, to the crew
of the Robert E. Bush
Naval Hospital Twentynine
Palms, what a great reputa-
tion you have throughout
Navy Medicine, and I’m
very much looking forward
to serving with you,” she
said. “This is a journey we
all take together; none of us
walk alone.”

HOSPITAL, from A1

GEICO, from A7
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PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  

Joe Barton, a player for Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, catches the ball as David Wrench, a player for the Combat Center team, attempts to slide into second base during
a game Saturday at Felix Field. Barton forced Wrench out during the game which resulted in Camp Pendleton’s victory 5-2.

Teams face off in softball tournament

PPFFCC..  SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center, Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif., and Marine Corps Air
Station Yuma, Ariz., varsity
softball teams faced off at

Felix Field for a league tour-
nament here Saturday.

Out of the six games
played, four of the victories
went to Camp Pendleton,
one to MCAS Yuma and
one to the Combat Center.

“It was a learning experi-

ence for us; we still have a lot
of work to do,” said Debra
Sullivan, the administrative
assistant for the Marine
Corps Community Services
Sports, and the coach of the
Combat Center team.

“Offense didn’t hit as

well as we should’ve.
Defensively we were tight,
but offense we still need a
lot of work,” she said.

The focus of the season
is the regional champi-
onship tournament.

“What all this is leading

up to is regionals in
August; that’s the whole
point of our whole varsity
league, is to get ready for
regionals, to find the best
15 players on the base, to

See VARSITY, B4

New inline hockey club on a roll at Combat Center
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Roller hockey has been a
popular sport since its resur-
gence in popularity after
World War II in the United
States, according to
http://usarollersports.org.

Service members aboard
the Combat Center are cur-
rently trying to pass along the
torch and spread the word
about the sport, and their
small club dedicated to it.

The skaters meet several
days a week for pickup games
at the installation’s roller rink

across from Victory Field.
They are small in numbers,
but big on passion for the
sport, which drives them to
keep playing every week,
along with the hope their
group will expand.

“We’re all huge hockey
fans,” said Stephen Wilson,

the group’s manager, from
East Palestine, Ohio. “It all
started when we would see
people playing here by them-
selves. After that, we’d swap
info and actually play.

“When we started, we’d

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

Inline hockey players fly around the Combat Center’s outdoor roller rink Tuesday during one of their games.The team plays
several pickup games a week.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Adrian Anderson [left] and Eric Finnila, inline hockey
players aboard the Combat Center, fight for control of the
puck Tuesday at the installation’s outdoor roller rink. The
players are constantly searching for more people to join
their ranks.

See HOCKEY, B4

HQBN 1 wins volleyball championship game
CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

A one-hour volleyball game turned
into a three-hour, two-game battle as
HQBN 1 fought their way out of
the losers bracket in true underdog
fashion to win the Commanding
General’s Intramural Volleyball
League championship game against
MCCES 1 Tuesday night at the East
Gym and Fitness Center.

The game started at 6:30 p.m.
with the arrival of the Brig. Gen. H.
Stacy Clardy III, the Combat
Center’s commanding general, and
Janet Peercy, the Marine Corps
Community Services deputy director.

MCCES 1 was favored to win the
championship game due to their
leading standings throughout the sea-
son, but the game was going to be
close, said Randy Husted, a sports
coordinator for the MCCS Sports
Department, from Torrance, Calif.

Since HQBN 1 was in the losers
bracket and won the first game, the
two teams needed to play again to

determine the champion.
“It was extremely competitive

between the two teams,” said Sosaia
Papaalii, a player for HQBN 1, who
won most valuable player of the
game. “It was an absolutely great
feeling to win and move out of the
losers bracket, and then win the
championship game.”

Papaalii, from Auburn, Wash., was
named the “Most Valuable Player” due
to his constant movement throughout
the court, setting up plays and scoring
dozens of points for his team.

Volleyball games consist of three
matches, and the team to reach 25
points during the first two matches
wins. If the teams are tied, the third
match is played to 15 points.

During the first game, the first
match was close, but HQBN 1 out-
played MCCES 1, winning 25-22.
MCCES 1 came back the second
match, winning 25-18, moving the
game into a third match, where
HQBN dominated, winning 15-8,

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN  

Sosaia Papaalii, a player for HQBN 1, who was named “Most Valuable Player” for the game, jumps to spike
the ball over the net during the Commanding General’s Intramural Volleyball League championship game
against MCCES 1 Tuesday at the East Gym and Fitness Center. See GAME, B2



NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

“The Losers”
Rated PG-13

Revenge is big in the movies.
It helps get the story moving,
provides clear character moti-
vation and draws a hard line
down the middle between
good and evil.

In “The Losers,” when an
elite team of military Special
Forces mercenaries is dou-
ble-crossed by their devious
stateside leader on a South
American search-and-destroy
that goes disastrously awry,
what do they do? They vow
revenge, of course!

Presumed dead and forced
to live in hiding, these now-
disenfranchised “losers”
encounter a foxy femme fatale
– is there any other kind? –
who wants to hire them for a
mission that aligns, mysteri-
ously enough, with their own.

Happens all the time, right?
Only in the movies! 

“The Losers” is a slam-
bang, prelude-to-summer
popcorn flick for action
junkies who like their heroes
dry any wry, their women
sleek and sexy, and their explo-
sions sonic and slo-mo. A
school bus outruns a jungle-
flattening fireball. A hijacked
helicopter uses a junkyard
magnet to pluck a heavily
armored car off a highway. A
sniper shoots a speeding
motorcycle, which flips, send-
ing its rider flying into…well, a
rather implausible rendezvous.

It very much looks and
feels like the comic book on
which it was based, staged with
bright, garish colors, relentless
hyperactive pacing, mono-
dimensional characters and
smart-alecky zingers of dia-
logue that sound like they just
fell – kerplunk! – right out of a
hand-drawn word balloon.

This PG-13-pushing buffet
of swagger, strut, sweat,
smirk, smash, soar and sizzle is
served up by a cast which tries
gamely to avoid being over-
shadowed by all the chaos,
crossfire and ka-BOOM that
follows their characters on
their globetrotting, conspiracy-
busting quest for retribution.

Zoe Saldana, the blue
princess from last year’s
“Avatar,” brings most of the

star power. The other actors,
each with extensive movie
and TV credits, have that
vaguely familiar, seen-’em-
somewhere factor that falls in
the vast Hollywood middle
ground between “unknown”
and “recognizable.” Jeffrey
Dean Morgan, from TV’s
“Gray’s Anatomy,” plays Clay,
the rumpled Losers leader
whose demeanor, attire and
facial expressions suggest
someone who’s seen a lot and
isn’t surprised by much. Jason
Patric, a grandson of Jackie
Gleason, hams it up as a dev-
ilishly dapper billionaire

weapons monger with an
ominously gloved left hand
and a wicked little plan to
ignite the next world war.

“The Losers” doesn’t aspire
to greatness, and it certainly
doesn’t end up there. But for
viewers who like a bit of
punchy, playful pulp with their
popcorn, it’s a decent warm-up
for the real blockbusters, with
bigger stars, bigger budgets
and bigger buzz, set to arrive
in the coming weeks. At that
point, like comic book ink
exposed to the glaring summer
sun, “The Losers” will look
pretty faded by comparison.

Lower Desert

RRoocckkaabbiillllyy  MMaaddnneessss  wwiitthh  tthhee  BBiigg  FFaatt  SStteevvee  BBaanndd
Description: Country western music
When: 7:30 p.m., Friday May 21 and Saturday May 22
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s Pioneertown Palace
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

MMoovviieess  iinn  tthhee  PPaarrkk  pprrooggrraamm  bbeeggiinnss  wwiitthh  ““UUpp””
Description: Free movies shown at Luckie Park
When it gets dark, about 8 p.m. Friday, May 21
Where: Luckie Park at the corner of Two Mile Road
and Utah Trail, next to the racquet ball courts.
For more information call the Recreation Department
at 367-7562.

OOppeenniinngg  nniigghhtt  aatt  tthhee  GGrroovveess:: IInn  tthhee  RReesstt  RRoooomm  aatt
RRoosseennbblloooommss
Description: A poignant contemporary comedy
Date: Saturday, May 22, 2010
When: 8 p.m. on Saturdays and 2:30 p.m. on Sundays
through June 13.
Location: Groves Cabin Theatre
8768 Desert Willow Trail, Morongo Valley
For more information call 365-4523.

SStteevvee  MMiilllleerr  BBaanndd
Description: The rock ‘n’ roll legend performs
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, May 22
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon
For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

HHeeaarrtt
Description: The rock ‘n’ roll sisters perform their hits
When: 8 p.m., Friday, May 29
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

BBoozz  SSccaaggggss
Description: The rock legend icon performs
When: 8 p.m., Tuesday, June 1
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

DDoonnnnaa  SSuummmmeerr
Description: The disco star performs her hits
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, June 19
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

BB22  MMAAYY 2211,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 Parker, Arizona Parker, Arizona Parker, Arizona
 On the Colorado River

 F o r co o l pl a ces to  sta y
 a n d f u n  thin gs to  do !
 Ca l l 92 8.6 99.6 511
 or visit our w ebsite
 w w w .parkerareatourism .com

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 5/21/10 -  5/27/10 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.50
 • SENIORS $7.00 

 • CHILDREN $7.00
 •  MATINEE  $6.50

 Shrek
 (PG)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Ironman 2
 (PG13)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Robin Hood
 (PG13)

 Everyday: 1:30, 6:00, 9:00

 Back-up Plan
 (PG13)

 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 HI-DESERT PHYSICAL 
 REHABILITATION GROUP, INC.

 YUCCA VALLEY
 56299 29 Palms Hwy

 Yucca Valley, CA
 369-1743

 29 PALMS
 5930 Adobe Rd.

 Twentynine Palms, CA
 367-1743

 Hours:   Mon-Thur. 7:30AM-5PM •  Fri.7:30AM-4PM
 Visit our Website at:

 www.hdprg.com

 Locally Owned & Operated

 • PHYSICAL  THERAPY 
 • OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
 • SPEECH  THERAPY

 Did you know that you have the 
 right to choose your therapist? 
 You can have the best therapy 

 right here in town!

 Two Convenient Locations To Serve You:

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

EExxccuurrssiioonnss  EEnnlliisstteedd  CClluubb
Fridays: Salsa dancing, 7 to 8 p.m., ladies’ night, 8 to
10 p.m. and DJ Vlad, 8 to 11 p.m.
Tomorrow: Club opens after We Salute You show, 10
p.m. to midnight.
Wednesdays: DJ Gjettblaque, 8 to 10 p.m.

BBllooooddssttrriippeess  NNCCOO  CClluubb
Tomorrow: Club closed due to We Salute You show.
Mondays: Free food, chicken nuggets/nacos.
Wednesdays: Free food, Italian sausage with peppers,
onions and green salad.

HHaasshhmmaarrkkss  2299  SSNNCCOO  CClluubb
Fridays: DJ at 8 p.m.
Tomorrow: Club closed due to We Salute You show.
All Hands Lunch, Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Mondays: Steak Night, 5 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays: Karaoke, 5 to 7 p.m.

CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr’’ss  OOffffiicceerrss’’ CClluubb
Lunch served Monday-Friday, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tonight: All Hands BINGO!, 6 to 6:45 p.m.
Tomorrow: Club closed due to We Salute You show
Mondays: Steak night, 5 to 8 p.m.

For complete calendars, visit http://www.mccs29palms.com.

Combat Center Clubs

Liber t y Call

FFrriiddaayy,, MMaayy  2211
6 p.m. – How to Train Your Dragon, Rated PG
9 p.m. – The Bounty Hunter, Rated PG-13
Midnight – Repo Man, Rated R
SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaayy  2222
TThhee  22001100  WWee  SSaalluuttee  YYoouu  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn
Event begins at 4 p.m. at the Parade Deck. For informa-
tion call 830-5086 or visit http://www.mccs29palms.com.
Midnight – Hot Tub Time Machine, Rated R
SSuunnddaayy,, MMaayy  2233
2 p.m. – Clash of the Titans, Rated PG-13
6 p.m. – Why Did I Get Married Too?, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – The Ghost Writer, Rated PG-13
MMoonnddaayy,, MMaayy  2244
7 p.m. – Hot Tub Time Machine, Rated R
TTuueessddaayy,, MMaayy  2255
7 p.m. – How to Train Your Dragon, Rated PG
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, MMaayy  2266
7 p.m. – The Bounty Hunter, Rated PG-13
TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaayy  2277
7 p.m. – Repo Man, Rated R

‘Losers’ has colorful, comic book feel

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO  

In “The Losers,” an elite team of military Special Forces mercenaries is double crossed by
their stateside leader.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Femme fatale, Zoe Saldana, from last year’s “Avatar,” is
the movie’s biggest star.

taking the teams into anoth-
er game.

The second game
brought the points even
closer, but HQBN won the
first match 25-23. The sec-
ond match saw MCCES
defeat HQBN 25-16, but
they couldn’t keep a hold on
their lead during the third
match, as HQBN defeated
MCCES, and won the cham-

pionship title with the end
score of 15-13.

“What a great competi-
tion. I thought it was going to
be an hour, but I was here for
three, which is fine because it
was great volleyball and great
team work from both teams,”
said Clardy, after congratulat-
ing both teams. “It was great
joy for me to be here and
watch the game. Well done. I
am very proud of both teams
and how well they played.”

GAME, from B1
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 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 Because I have always been fascinated by 
 successful men and women I decided to learn 
 more about Mike Branning, proprietor of the 
 Unique Garden Center, located west of Ideal 
 Mall, Yucca Valley on 29 Palms HWY.

 After speaking briefly with Mike, I telephoned a 
 member of leading citizens of the High Desert 
 including newspaper and radio people, elected 
 officials, and several loyal customers (including 
 two especially close friends of mine).

 There was simply no question about it.  Mike is 
 probably the finest horticulturalist in the High 
 Desert.  I hope you realize that I did not write 
 such strong words without careful investigation.  
 One extremely well known High Desert man told 
 me that Mike loved all God’s creations, including 
 the trees, plants, grasses, flowers, shrubs, etc.  
 This man emphasized that Mike cares for the 
 welfare of all growing things:  “like a parent cares 
 for a child.”

 I then listened to Mike on his weekly radio 
 program “The Unique Garden Show” (Saturdays 
 8:30 a.m., Z107.7 FM) and he was terrific!  He 
 truly is a horticulturalist who is able to discuss all 
 aspects of agriculture including gardening in the 
 desert and transplanting trees and plants.  He is 
 also able to intelligently discuss the needs of a 
 small garden or landscaping at a private home 
 as well as large projects and developments, 
 involving parks and activities that involve 
 hundreds of homes.

 I have often written that all people who plant and 
 grow things are obviously optimists.

 Mike is a tough-minded optimist.

 5864 Adobe ROAD • 29 PALMS
 760-367-2100
 Billiard Parlor & Eatery

NNaammee:: Sosaia Papaalii
UUnniitt:: 7th Marine Regiment
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Auburn, Wash.
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Named “Most Valuable Player” for the
championship volleyball game.
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “Working together as a
team.”
AAddvviiccee  ttoo  aannyy  aassppiirriinngg  aatthhlleetteess:: “Never give up.”

Athlete of the Week

Combat Center Sports

Intramural 
softball 

standings

TEAM WINS LOSSES

ESD 8 1
MCCES Red 7 1
3/11 5 1
Tanks 8 2
374 #1 6 2
PMO 6 2
ATG 6 3
MCCES C Co. 5 2
Mojave Viper 4 3
CLB-7 4 5
IPAC 4 6
AAV 3 4
MCCES White 3 5
MCTOG 3 5
3rd LAR 3 6
MCCES Maint 3 7
Hospital 2 8
374 #2 1 6
Dental 1 7
CMA 1 8

PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  

Rafael Tabaoda, a player for the MCCES team (left), battles for the ball with Lorenza Alford (right) during a
Commanding General’s Intramural Soccer League game at Felix Field Tuesday. MCCES won the game 4-2.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Jose Orozco, a player with Thunder, lines up a pitch Wednesday at the Combat
Center’s Felix Field. The teams play every week during the Commanding General’s
Intramural Softball League.
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 This summer splash into Big 
 Bear Lake, Southern 
 California’s premier alpine 
 getaway. Fun is the top priority 
 at this “timberland playground” 
 with a 
 r e f r e s h i n g  
 seven mile 
 long lake, 
 deep blue 
 skies, mild 
 temperatures, 
 lots of  
 sunshine, and 
 vast amounts 
 of  aquatic 
 sports. 
 The variety 
 of  fun in the 
 sun at Big 
 Bear Lake 
 ranges from 
 action-packed to easy-going.  
 Visitors can be found racing 
 across the lake on waverunners 
 or jet skis, kayaking or canoeing 
 along the lake’s coves and 
 inlets, skimming the water on 
 skis or wakeboards, or sailing 
 with a little help from the 
 constant lake breezes.  Another 
 one-of-kind experience is 
 parasailing at 7000’ to 
 experience a completely 

 E agle’s   N est
 Bed a n d Brea k fa st Lodge &
                             Cotta ge Su ites

 ~Four Seasons of  Hospitality ~

 Visit our website for other outstanding specials
 888-866-6465

 �  www.ea glesn estlodgebigbea r.com

 Military
 Discount

 Always Available

 Big Bear Chateau
 42200 Moonridge Rd
 Big Bear Lake CA, 92315
 909-866-6666

 “Tired of the heat? Escape to Big Bear Lake 
 and the Best Western Big Bear Chateau”

 Room rate $82.00
 Rate valid May 31, 2010- September 30, 
 2010. Subject to availability. Not valid 
 on holidays.

 Big Bear

 Rent by the hour, 1/2 day or full day • Tours available

 SALES • RENTALS • REPAIR
 (909) 878-3268 • 41869 Big Bear Blvd.

 ChainsRequiredBikeShop.com

 Stay  &
 Play

 different perspective of  Big 
 Bear Valley’s vast beauty. 
 Instruction is offered for most 
 water sports at all skill levels. 
 For the less adventurous, 

 narrated lake tours are offered 
 onboard the Big Bear Queen 
 paddlewheel boat or the 
 Spanish galleon replica, the Big 
 Bear Pirate Ship. Meadow Park 
 Swim Beach is open for daily 
 and has protected areas for 
 children to enjoy splashing in 
 the clear lake waters.  Adjacent, 
 there are play areas for 
 volleyball, tennis and barbecues.
 The success rate for catching 

 AQUATIC SPORTS IN BIG BEAR LAKE ARE TOPS!  Moonridge Animal 
 Park 50 th
 Anniversary
 The Moonridge Animal Park, 
 one of  Big Bear’s most popular 
 attractions, turns 50 this year. 
 Since 1960, The Moonridge 
 Animal Park has provided 
 animal sanctuary, rehabilitation 
 and education dedicated strictly 
 to alpine wildlife. Various 
 events are scheduled 
 throughout the summer 
 including the  Bear Country 
 Fair .  It is a family affair at this 

 Can a vacation really sweep you 
 off  your feet? Some 
 destinations may claim it, but 

 fish in Big Bear Lake is 
 tremendous. Big Bear Lake is a 
 first-rate trout fishery because 
 its depths allow trout to thrive, 
 even in the heat of  summer. 

 Therefore, it 
 is one of  only 
 a handful of  
 S o u t h e r n  
 C a l i f o r n i a  
 lakes to get 
 planted with 
 rainbow trout. 
 Big Bear 
 M u n i c i p a l  
 Water District 
 Lake stocked 
 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  
 rainbow trout 
 in April 2006. 
 Furthermore, 
 Depar tment 

 of  Fish and Game regularly 
 stocks the lake from April to 
 October with approximately 
 2000 lbs. of  rainbow trout 
 every two weeks. 
 Several marinas offer boat 
 rentals, bait, tackle and licenses, 
 docks and repair services.  
 Launch ramps are found at all 
 marinas and the north shore 
 public ramps.  

 A Vacation That Literally Sweeps You off Your Feet:
 only figuratively. In Big Bear 
 Lake vacationers are swept off  
 their feet, literally. This summer 
 Big Bear offers not one, not 
 two, but four ways to suspend 
 visitors high above the Earth 
 with nothing but air beneath 
 their feet. Visitors who want to 
 add an extra boost above Big 
 Bear’s already high elevation 
 include ziplining, parasailing, 
 the Scenic Sky Chair and the 
 new wakeboard cable park. 
 Ziplining is the ultimate gravity 
 defying adventure where 
 participants zip through 
 forested landscapes and cross 
 over rocky canyons to 
 experience the sensation of  
 flying. 

 Book your reservations 909-866-3260
 Open year round - 7 days  week

 Fly Through Canyons, Float Through Tree Tops
 Experience Big Bear in a way you will never forget

 Flying Bear 
 Ziplines is the 
 only Zipline Tour 
 in Big Bear 
 Lake...just 
 minutes from 
 The Village

 OPEN DAILY - 
 WEATHER PERMITTING

 43285 GOLDMINE • BIG BEAR LAKE  
 CALL OR SEE WEBSITE FOR DRIVING DIRECTIONS, HOURS & TOUR INFORMATION

 FRIENDS OF THE MOONRIDGE ZOO -  Building Tomorrow’s Zoo

 909-878-4200
 WWW .B IG B EAR Z OO . COM

 2010 SPECIAL EVENTS 2010 SPECIAL EVENTS
 MAY 30  Bear Country Fair
 MAY  30  Doo-Wah Riders 

 Benefit Concert
 JULY  3-4  Zooccasion
 AUG.  7  50th Anniversary Concert

 AUG . 21-22  Native American 
 Arts Festival

 SEPT . 4  Ice Cream Safari
 SEPT . 18  Run for the Grizzlies

 BIG BEAR
 MOUNTAIN BREWERY

 Thank you for your service to our 
 country. We always offer 

 a Military Discount!

 • Great Grub • Cozy Atmosphere
 • Homemade • Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches  • Soups 
 • Salads • Chili • Burgers • Appetizers • Vegetarian choices

 Arrowhead Has The Water...
 Big Bear’s Got The Beer!

 909  866-BEER  (2337)
 40260 Big Bear Blvd., Big Bear Lake

 www.bigbearparasail.net

 Pine Knot Landing • 400 Pine Knot Ave. 
 • Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

 Let the Good Times Fly!

 Single & Tandem
 Parasail Rides

 2, 3, & 4 Wave 
 Runners

 Jet Boat Rides

 909-866-IFLY

 Big Bear Lake is the only 
 freshwater lake in Southern 
 California that offers 
 parasailing. At 7000 feet 
 parasailing is a one-of-kind 
 experience that allows flyers to 
 see Big Bear Valley’s vast 
 beauty from a bird’s 
 perspective. In the summertime 
 Snow Summit’s East Mountain 
 Express chairlift transforms 
 into the Scenic Sky Chair. 
 Guests are whisked away, 
 leaving their feet dangle over 
 the forest floor on a leisure 15-
 minute ride to the top Snow 
 Summit. It only takes a day or 
 two on the playing grounds of  
 Big Bear to literally get swept 
 off  your feet.

 year’s annual Bear Country Fair 
 held in the Moonridge Animal 
 Park on Sunday, May 30, from 
 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM., where 
 there is something for everyone 
 including an animal feeding 
 tour following the fair 
 activities. Face painting, jewelry 
 making, and pine cone bear 
 tossing and walnut tosses will 
 be featured. Youngsters can 
 make their own artistic 
 collages. Children 12 and under 
 can enter the count the Bears 
 in the Jar Contest. They can 
 also have a roaring good time 
 as they participate in the Bear 
 Roaring Contest. Who can you 
 guess which of  our three black 
 bears will win the pie eating 
 contest? Park admission is $9 
 for ages 11 - 59; $6 for ages 3-
 10 and seniors 60 plus, and free 
 to children under 3.

 Big City Services with a Small Town Ambiance
 Located on the north shore of Big Bear Lake in Secluded Fawnskin Harbor. 

 Seasonal,  Seasonal, 
 Monthly, Weekly,  Monthly, Weekly, 

 and Daily Slip  and Daily Slip 
 Rentals;  Rentals; 

 Moorings; and  Moorings; and 
 services for all  services for all 
 your personal  your personal 

 boating needs. boating needs.

 909-866-6478
 39369 Northshore Drive, 

 Fawnskin, CA 92333

 Captain John’s Fawn 
 Harbor & Marina

 Rentals:
 • Canoe
 • Kayak

 • Stand up paddle boats
 • Paddle Boats
 • Sabot

 • Speed, Bass Fishing, & 
 Pontoon Boats

go to regionals and repre-
sent Twentynine Palms,”
Sullivan said. “That’s what
we’re gearing up for. That’s
what we’re excited for.”

Eric Culver, the coach
for the Yuma team, said he
was not impressed with his
team’s performance at the
tournament, either.

“We were struggling
offensively to hit the ball,”
Culver said. “It was just one
of those days where every
hit went straight to a man.”

However, he said his
team did pull out all the
stops on defense.

In the future, Culver plans
to involve the players in more
games to boost morale, expe-
rience and team unity, so they
will perform better in the
regional tournament.

“Our biggest plan is to get
together and play more tour-
naments, that way we can gel
better as a team unit,” he
said. “If we gel better as a
team, we can rely on any
man to do anything,” he said.

The day seemed to go
better for the Camp
Pendleton team than any

other team.
“We hit the ball better

than I expected. Practice is
definitely paying off,” said
Armando Delsi, the coach
for Camp Pendleton’s team.

The hardest part of the
tournament was not a mat-
ter of skill for Camp
Pendleton, but the lack of
experienced players.

“Watching young players
make mental mistakes and
trying to teach them how to
play is one of the issues early
on in the season,” Delsi said.

Delsi said he has high
expectations for the team
and pushes his players to use
their maximum potential.

“I expect to win every
game, and they know that,”
Delsi said. “We are there
to win.

“We won the state cham-
pionships last year,” he said.
“We have a good team and
have high expectations for
this year.”

The tournament Saturday
was held in preparation for
the regional championship in
August. The team which
wins the regional title will
move on to the state cham-
pionship game later this year.

VARSITY, from B1

PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN

Alain Espinosa, (right) a player for Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton, races in vain to beat the throw to
Twentynine Palms first baseman Michael Hesse during a
softball tournament at Felix Field Saturday.

play almost every day,” he said.
“After a while people started
getting sore and hurt, so we
moved it to every other day.”

Wilson said even though
the club has a deep running
passion for the sport, they
still have trouble keeping
their numbers.

“We got as large as 30
people at one point,” he
said. “But, because of peo-
ple [transferring to other
duty stations], we’re down to
probably 15 or 16 people
right now. We all try to make
it every time, but there’s
always a straggler or two, or
people’s jobs interfere with
them being able to make it.”

Another issue they run
into is one all to familiar to
Marines – gear complications.

“The rink we play on is
not an adequate size,” he
said. “It limits our games to
four-on-four, and a five-on-
five gets really crowded. We
use our own safety equip-
ment, like shin guards and
gloves, but we need stuff
like a safety net, so we don’t
hurt anyone, or ourselves.”

Adrian Anderson, anoth-
er player with the team, said
the group of die-hards is
just a welcome stepping
stone in his life-long journey
through the sport of hockey.

“I’ve been playing hockey
for 12 years,” said the
Portland, Ore., native. “I
started off actually playing
inline, and I played four
years of ice hockey, too.

I get out in August,”
Anderson said. “But I’m
going to keep playing when
I’m out. I’m probably going
to join the house league
when I move back home.”

Anderson said the thrill of
the sport and the camaraderie
are what keep him and his
friends coming back.

“Its just fun,” he said.
“We all get a big kick out of
it, so we just keep playing
every week.”

Jim Brock, one of
Anderson’s fellow enthusi-
asts, gave insight into one
of the groups’ methods for
picking teams.

“We don’t have a lot of
different guys,” said the Dyer,
Ind., native. “What we do to
keep it interesting, is we’ll
throw our sticks into a pile in
the middle of the rink.

“The last guy to throw his
down randomly divides them
up equally,” Brock said. “If
we were to pick teams, we’d
just have the same teams
over and over again, and it
would get kind of boring.”

For more information, or
to join the group, call
Wilson at 401-7783.

HOCKEY, from B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Jim Brock sits out a round and watches his friends play
inline hockey Tuesday. Brock and the others are always
looking for players to join them in the rink.


