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Yucca Valley mourns, honors fallen sailor
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  WWIILLLLIIAAMM  JJ..
JJAACCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

YUCCA VALLEY, Calif. – It was a
solemn evening for the Yucca Valley
community as they gathered to
mourn one of their own, a fallen
sailor who made the ultimate sacrifice
serving his country.

Petty Officer 3rd Class James
Swink, a Yucca Valley native, died
Aug. 27, while supporting combat
operations in Helmand province,
Afghanistan. Swink was a hospital
corpsman assigned to 2nd Battalion,
9th Marine Regiment, based out of
Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune,
N.C. Swink was laid to rest Sept. 8th
on his 21st birthday at the Arlington
National Cemetery.

“Petty Officer 3rd Class James
Swink was a dedicated sailor who
gave his all while serving our coun-
try,” said California Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger in a press
release dated Aug. 31. “His service
and sacrifice in the name of free-
dom will forever be appreciated and
remembered. Maria and I extend

our deepest condolences to James’
family, friends and community as
they mourn this terrible loss.”

The Yucca Valley High School
Gym filled up slowly as family and
friends waited for their hero’s memo-
rial service to start.

“I’m sorry I didn’t get to know
the man, but I know the type,” said
Navy Cmdr. Steven Unger, the
Combat Center’s command chaplain
of the religious ministries depart-
ment, during the invocation. “I’m
proud of him.”

Soon after, the stage was set for
Brian Mullins, Swink’s brother, who
spoke on his family’s behalf.

“August 27, 2010, is the day my
brother [Petty Officer 3rd Class]
James Michael Swink laid down his
life for the country he loved,”
Mullins said.

Mullins went on to paint the pic-
ture of his brother as a man who
always had an extra pair of hands
and a compassionate heart for those
who needed help.

He volunteered with Project

Combat Center voter assistance office open for business
CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD  BBYY  TTHHEE
OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN  PPOOSSTT
SSTTAAFFFF

The new Installation Voter
Assistance Office (IVAO)
aboard the Marine Air
Ground Combat Center
opened for business on

Monday. The IVAO is
located in room 48 in the
Village Center, building
1551, and exists for the sole
purpose of providing vot-
ing assistance and resources
on a walk-in basis for all
military personnel, family
members and civilians

aboard MCAGCC. Hours
of operation are Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from
8 a.m. to noon. Customers
can also call 830-7441 for
assistance.

The November 2 general
election is approaching
quickly. The Federal Voting

Assistance Program has des-
ignated Sept. 27 to Oct. 4 as
“Absentee Voters Week.”

Voters are highly encour-
aged to mail in their absentee
ballots. Voters who have not
received their ballots by Sept.
27 can utilize the Federal
Write-in Absentee Ballot as a

back-up ballot. Go to
http://www.FVAP.gov and
use the automated assistant
to complete the FWAB. If
you receive your state ballot
after submitting the FWAB,
vote and return the state bal-
lot as well. The state will only
count your FWAB if your

state ballot is not received by
the established deadline. For
more absentee voting infor-
mation, visit the FVAP's
website, contact your Unit
Voting Assistance Officer or
stop by the IVAO. We are
here to help. Vote and let
your voice be heard!

Family receives posthumous Purple Heart
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

September 17, 2010 – The
Galvez family traveled to the
Combat Center to meet with their
extended family, their son’s for-
mer unit, 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion to
receive the Purple Heart Medal
awarded to him posthumously
during a ceremony Friday at the
Combat Center’s Lance Cpl.
Torrey L. Gray Field.

Corporal Adam A. Galvez was
killed in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Aug. 20, 2006, by
an improvised explosive device, but
was not awarded the medal sooner
due to an administrative oversight.

“As we like to say in the
Wolfpack, he was truly one of
our gray wolves, because he led
the pack,” said Lt. Col. Ken
Kassner, the battalion’s com-
manding officer, about Galvez.
“Although this ceremony is long
overdue, your son, our fellow
Marine, Adam, has never been
forgotten.

“He has always been in our
thoughts, as have all of our fallen
Marines from the Wolfpack,” said
the Coupland, Texas, native. “On
behalf of all the Marines and

sailors of 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, it’s
our honor to share this moment
with you, your family and
friends.”

Anthony Galvez, Adam’s
father, said the Marines’ devotion
to each other was mesmerizing.

“I know now that all of you
understand the words Semper
Fi. Semper Fidelis is more than
just motto, more than just a
slogan, more than just words,”
he said, fighting back tears.
“Everyone here has proven
that you guys will never forget,
that you’ll always be faithful.
Four years later, you guys are
still remembering and still
being faithful.”

Amy Galvez, Adam’s moth-
er, echoed her husband’s words
and also extended her best
wishes to the battalion during
their upcoming deployment to
Afghanistan in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom
later this year.

“As you all prepare to head off
on your deployment, there is a
nation behind you, and people
who will be praying for you,” she
said. “We love and appreciate you,
and just know that we’re here,
keeping it going on this end.”

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

Amy, Anthony, Sarah and Travis Galvez view their son and brother’s, Purple Heart Medal after it is present-
ed to them by Lt. Col. Ken Kassner and Sgt. Maj. John J. Elliott, the commanding officer and sergeant major
of 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion. Corporal Adam A. Galvez was killed by an improvised
explosive device in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2006.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. WWIILLLLIIAAMM  JJ.. JJAACCKKSSOONN  

Brian Mullins and his wife, Brandi, receive the American Flag in honor of Mullins’ brother Petty Officer 3rd
Class James M. Swink, a Yucca Valley native who gave his life while serving as a hospital corpsman with
2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, in Helmand province, Afghanistan. Swink was laid to rest on his 21st
birthday at the Arlington National Cemetery, Sept.8.

MCI West offers sexual assault prevention/response course
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  DD..
TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marine Corps Installations
West is providing a seminar on
sexual assault prevention and
response for senior Marine and
Naval officers, senior enlisted

Marines and sailors and civilian
leadership. Two four-hour
classes are scheduled for  Oct. 6
at 7:30 a.m. and at 12:30 p.m. in
the Officer’s Club Mesa Room.

“The purpose of the semi-
nar is to provide senior leaders
with the tools to address Sexual
Assault Prevention and

Response issues and how to
promote a positive SAPR com-
mand climate,” said Jennifer L.
Husung, the Combat Center’s
Sexual Assault Response
Coordinator. “Leaders will
understand the different
reporting options available to
sexual assault victims who are

active duty service members
and will be introduced to the
Marine Corps bystander inter-
vention strategy.”

Attendees can expect some-
thing a little different than the
usual narrated slide show.

To put a human face to
the issue, a junior enlisted

Marine has agreed to share
her very personal story of
sexual assault and the effect
the experience had on her.

“We have to get away from
‘check-in-the-box’ training. We
have to make this a significant
emotional event,” urged Maj.
Gen. Anthony L. Jackson,

commanding general at MCI
West in an article on Camp
Pendleton’s seminars, which
were held Sept. 29.

There is limited room for
participants.Contact Husung no
later than Oct.4 for a reservation
at jennifer.husung@usmc.mil
or by calling 830-4997.

See MOURNS, A5



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Front-porch tune,

maybe
6. Give this for that
10.Starbucks offering,

informally
14.“To form __

perfect Union ...”
15.Screwballer 

Hubbell
16.Like a dust bowl
17.“Finnegans Wake”

writer
19.Give up
20.Actress Hagen
21.Sudden-death 

periods: Abbr.
22.Invites to enter
24.Japanese 

mercenaries
27.__ Mahal
28.Fred’s dancing 

sister
31.Ais and unaus
35.Fire hose hookup
39.Severe pang
40.Central spots
41.Loaf ends

43.In apple-pie order
44.Cast out
46.Fumigation 

experts
48.“Don’t quit your 

__”
50.Johnny’s “Sleep 

Walk” partner
51.Man-mouse 

connector
52.Virgil epic
56.Come to pass
59.Romper room 

habitue
61.Fla. neighbor
62.Stone for some 

Scorpios
63.“Shoeless”

baseball legend
67.Amos or Spelling
68.Stew veggie
69.Rock star 

Winwood
70.Work on a 

website?
71.Truck-stop 

stopper
72.Long-eared beasts
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The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclu-
sive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the United States government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are
Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, locat-
ed in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Bourbon Street 

cuisine
2. Fine fiddle
3. Like some noses
4. Prospector’s find
5. Bandleader Brown
6. Caber tosser
7. Means partner
8. Compass doodle
9. Cummerbund 

features
10.Heavyweight 

champ, 1908-15
11.Belligerent god
12.Middle of a 

Caesarean boast
13.Yemeni city
18.Nativity figure
23.Popcorn add-on
25.Singer nicknamed  

“Pearl”
26.State further
29.Perjured oneself
30.Nonlethal swords
32.Elder or alder
33.Icy coating
34.Gets hard

35.Musher’s ride
36.“Animal House”

frock
37.__-deucy
38.Raines or Cinders
42.Beethoven specialty
45.Floored it
47.Beehive State 

tribesman
49.Bluegrass strings
53.Mitigates
54.Porter’s “__ Paris”
55.Odense people
56.Red-__ (wieners)
57.Per unit
58.__-mutuel
59.Jailbird’s stretch
60.Town near Santa 

Barbara
64.All right, informally
65.Johnny Reb’s 

monogram
66.Horsehead-shaped 

pcs.

1 2 3 4
3 5 6

7 8 9 2
3 5 4
4 6 2 1

9 4 8

8 4 9 6
5 2 7
3 1 5 2

Hot Topics

CCOOLLLLEEGGEE  
FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  DDEEAALL

San Diego State University is
offering prime tickets for
their home games to military
personnel and their families
for $5 a seat. They may be
purchased through MCCS
ticket offices. The seats are
located between the 30 yard
lines at the Plaza level. Retail
value is $26/seat.

NNAATTIIOONNAALL  PPUUBBLLIICC
LLAANNDDSS  DDAAYY

Saturday is National Public
Lands Day. Show your sup-
port for our public lands by
taking part in volunteer activi-
ties at Joshua Tree National
Park. Help beautify the park
and improve wildlife habitat
by aiding in trash pickup
along trails or lend a hand at
the park's native plant nursery.
For more information, call
Laureen Lentz at 367-5524.

NNAATTIIOONNAALL
HHIISSPPAANNIICC

HHEERRIITTAAGGEE  MMOONNTTHH
In honor of the many contri-
butions of the Hispanic com-
munity to the United States,
our nation observes Hispanic
Heritage Month from Sept.
15 to Oct. 15. These dates
are observed with respect to
the anniversary of inde-
pendence of seven Latin
American countries: Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico
and Chili. The theme for
this year’s observance is
“Heritage, Diversity, Integrity
and Honor: The Renewed
Hope of America.” See
MARADMIN 502/10 for
current personnel numbers
and significant contributions.

Marine Corps History

Sept. 24, 1873

Almost 200 Marines and
sailors from the USS

Pensacola and Benicia landed
at the Bay of Panama,

Columbia, to protect the rail-
road and American lives and

property during the revolution.
CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22001100  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not nec-
essarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the
Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

WWhhoo  iiss  yyoouurr  
ppeerrssoonnaall  hheerroo??

GUNNERY SGT. ROBERT RAMIREZ

EXERCISE SUPPORT DIVISION, 
HEADQUARTERS BATTALION

1ST LT. TYLER ANTHONY

WEAPONS CO., 3RD BATTALION, 
4TH MARINE REGIMENT

“My mother, because she
raised three boys who

roughhoused a lot, and she is the
hardest working outgoing

woman I know.”

PETTY OFFICER 2ND CLASS 
KENT ESPINOZA

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE CO., 2ND
BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT

“Barrack Obama, because
he did it when everyone

else thought he couldn’t, and he
is still doing it even though they

say he can’t.”

[[PPuuzzzzllee ssoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA99]]
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SUDOKU #1942

Eagle

Eyes

Report any suspicious activity immediately which
may be a sign of terrorism, including:

1. Surveillance
2. Suspicious questioning
3. Tests of security
4. Acquiring supplies
5. Suspicious persons
6. Trial runs
7. Deploying assets

830-3937

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Lance Cpl. Thomas Nelson
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Longview, Texas
UUnniitt:: Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Meteorology and
Oceanography Forecaster
JJoobb  dduuttiieess:: Build 96-hour weather
forecasts for his unit and any other
unit that needs it.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr
jjoobb?? “I like weather. I picked the job.
You learn something new every day.”
HHoobbbbiieess:: “I’m a family man. I spend
time with my family and watch
sports.”
TTiimmee  iinn  tthhee  MMaarriinnee  CCoorrppss:: Three
years

Centerspeak

“My parents, because they
started with nothing

and worked hard to give their
kids a better life than they had.”

PFC. VIANEY LOPEZ

COMPANY B, MARINE CORPS COMMUNICATION-
ELECTRONICS SCHOOL

“My father, because he went
out and worked hard for

his children.”

Visit the official MCAGCC facebook
page by seaching 

“The Combat Center at Twentynine
Palms” at http://www.facebook.com

SSHHAARRII  LLOOPPAATTIINN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

If nine out of 10 people who played the lottery actually
won, who wouldn’t want to try their chances?

When it comes to flu shots, it’s the same odds. Nine
out of 10 healthy people who get a seasonal flu shot,
don’t get the flu, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

With flu season right around the corner, trying that
“lottery” could keep you from getting sick. Seasonal flu
vaccinations are available as a shot or nasal spray and are
a TRICARE-covered benefit.

The flu shot this year, according to the CDC, will pro-
tect against the three most common forms of flu, includ-
ing the headline-hogging H1N1 virus from last year.

WWhheerree  ttoo  ggeett  aa  fflluu  sshhoott
Active duty service members will need to visit their

assigned military clinic to receive a flu shot. The shot will
be at no cost to them. Additionally, a TRICARE bene-
ficiary may visit his or her military clinic for a flu shot at
no cost; however, they should call the facility first to find
out when the shots are available.

All individuals with TRICARE Prime who choose
not to receive a shot from their military clinic will need
to visit a TRICARE network provider – such as their
primary care manager or a pharmacy – to have the
shot at no cost. Some network doctors’ offices may
still charge a small co-pay for the visit, though. The
same rules apply for those using TRICARE Standard
and Extra, or enrolled in TRICARE Prime Remote, as
long as the vaccine is administered by a TRICARE-
authorized provider.

CCDDCC  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  fflluu  sshhoottss
Everyone, 6 months or older, should receive a flu

shot the moment it’s available, as recommended by the
CDC. Additionally, receiving a flu shot is especially
important for certain high-risk groups to decrease their
risk for severe flu illness. These groups are:

• Young children
• Pregnant women
• People with chronic health conditions, such as asth-

ma, diabetes or heart disease
• People 65 years and older
• Health care workers
• Caretakers who live with people at high risk (such

as those listed above)
PPrreevveennttiioonn  mmeetthhooddss  ttoo  ssttiiffllee  tthhee  ffllooww  ooff fflluu
One of the best methods to prevent the spread of

flu is adequate hand-washing. Individuals should wash
their hands often with soap and water, properly scrub-
bing their hands together. A quick, fast rinse will not do
the trick. Additionally, covering one’s nose and mouth
with a tissue when sneezing or coughing, then throwing
the tissue away will help keep others from getting sick.

AA  ffeeww  ootthheerr  ttiippss  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCDDCC  aarree::
• Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth
• Avoid close contact with sick people
• If sick, remain home for at least 24 hours after the

fever has stopped, except to receive medical care
• If sick, limit contact with others as much as

possible.
For more information on the flu and TRICARE-

covered flu shots, visit http://www.triwest.com/flu. You
can also follow TriWest on Facebook and Twitter for
updates on flu shots at http://www.facebook.com/tri
west or http://www.twitter.com/triwest.

Don’t take a chance,
get a flu shot



CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Friends, family members,
Marines and sailors gathered
at the Combat Center’s
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray
Field as Sgt. Maj. Rufino
Mendez, Jr., relinquished his
post as the squadron sergeant
major of Marine Unmanned

Aerial Vehicle Squadron 3 to
Sgt. Maj. James L. Johnson
during a relief and appoint-
ment ceremony Sept. 16.

Mendez, who helped
form the squadron aboard
the Combat Center in 2008,
will report to the east coast
for recruiting duty near
Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island, S.C., and said

his fellow squadron members
made an impact on him.

“[VMU-3] has made me
into a better Marine and per-
son,” Mendez said. “It’s just
like being a teacher. It’s a two-
way street; you teach them,
and they teach you.”

Mendez was also awarded a

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 2244,,  22001100 AA33

 35th A nnu al 
 G em , M ineral and  Craft Show

 S t ar t  y our  s h op p in g e ar ly !!
 S om e t h in g f or  e v e r y on e … n ot  jus t  r ock  h oun d s !

 Dealers featuring— Dazzling Crystals, Minerals, 
 Fossils, Rocks, Jewerly, Cut and Raw Gemstones, 

 Geodes, Slabs, Meterites.
 Lapidary Items and Mining Equipment .

 Spor t sman C lub  o f  Joshua Tree  Gem Show Spor t sman C lub  o f  Joshua Tree  Gem Show Spor t sman C lub  o f  Joshua Tree  Gem Show
 6225 Sunburs t  S t ree t ,  Joshua Tree ,  CA 92252 6225 Sunburs t  S t ree t ,  Joshua Tree ,  CA 92252 6225 Sunburs t  S t ree t ,  Joshua Tree ,  CA 92252

 Contac t :  Boo Barker Contac t :  Boo Barker Contac t :  Boo Barker
 Phone :  (760)  366 -2915 or  (760)  368 -7859 Phone :  (760)  366 -2915 or  (760)  368 -7859 Phone :  (760)  366 -2915 or  (760)  368 -7859

 emai l :  boobarker@yahoo.com emai l :  boobarker@yahoo.com emai l :  boobarker@yahoo.com
 The Spor tman’s Club of Joshua Tree Inc. is a not for profit corporation and suppor t s  The Spor tman’s Club of Joshua Tree Inc. is a not for profit corporation and suppor t s 

 Local Schools, Scholarships, and other Communit y Programs. Local Schools, Scholarships, and other Communit y Programs.

 Panca k e Brea k fast
 Sponsored  by the Joshua Tree Fire D epartm ent #36
 Sa tu rday &  Su nday 9:00 a m  to 11:00 a m
 Su ggested Dona tion $ 5 .00 p er m ea l

 All Proceeds go to the
 San Bernardino County Fire Explorers

 • Bargain Rocks
 • Free  R ock &  Mineral 

 Indentification

 • Children’s Activies
 • Live Auction & 
 Raffle Drawings

 • Food & Beverages

 Charity Auction & 
 Mexican Dinner

 Tickets Available for 
 Presale or at Door

 Learn the techique of  GOLD PANNING

 and you go to keep what you pan!

 S p  o
 r t s m  a  n ’ s   C l u  b S p  o
 r t s m  a  n ’ s   C l u  b S p  o
 r t s m  a  n ’ s   C l u  b

 Wednesday, September 29, 2010 
 through Sunday, October 3, 2010

Griffin Road to be closed for repairs
Beginning Sept.
30, Griffin Road
is scheduled to be
repaved from
First Street to
Tenth Street.
Construction
crews will move in
segments to mini-
mize disruptions
in traffic flow.
The first segment
to be shut down is
the section from
First Street to
Third Street.
Check future edi-
tions of the
Observation Post
for construction
updates.

Phantoms bid Mendez farewell, Johnson new Sgtmaj

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE  

Sergeant Maj. Rufino Mendez, Jr., relinquishes the noncommissioned officer’s sword to
Lt. Col. Tim Burton, the commanding officer of Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
Squadron 3, during a relief and appointment ceremony, where Mendez relinquished his
position as the senior enlisted Marine in the squadron to Sgt. Maj. James L. Johnson.

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

The Combat Center Band provided the music for a relief and appointment ceremony for
Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 3 at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Sept. 16.

Griffin Road, from First Street to Third Street,
will be closed for repaving starting Sept. 30.
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See PHANTOMS, A9



CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  SS..  AAVVIITTTT
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Dramatic readers used
ancient Greek literature to
provide a window to the
past to show Marines and
sailors that the battle seldom
ends when the air falls silent,
and that the effects of war
are timeless.

The play “Ajax” consists
of five scenes depicting a
well-known and brave sol-
dier, Ajax, and his emotional
breakdown, which eventually
leads to his suicide.

The story of the grief-
stricken warrior aimed to
illustrate the psychological
and physical problems of
some veterans returning
from war, and the dangers
of bottling up emotions
that come with their experi-
ences, said Bryan Doerries,
founder of Theater of War,

Productions.
Sophocles, an Athenian

general and playwright, wrote
the play more than 2,500
years ago and had it per-
formed for his army of
17,000 soldiers.

The story the audience
heard was written by warriors
for warriors, Doerries said
during the introduction.

The way Sophocles
depicts the mentally wound-
ed warrior is one aspect of
the play that relates to mili-
tary members, he said. “The
way he depicts what goes on
in his mind and what hap-
pens after his suicide.”

The ancient literature was
then put into context,
matched with emotion and
quickly came to life before
the Marines and sailors in the
Base Theater.

“The professional actors
made the story,” said  Lance

Cpl. Austin Grey, an infantry-
man with Headquarters
Company, 7th Marine
Regiment. “The way they
presented it was great and
much better than other briefs
I’ve had in the past,” said the
Tampa Bay, Fla., native.

After the reading a four-
person panel of Marines,
sailors and civilians from the
audience took to the stage to
share their interpretations
and experiences pertaining to
Ajax’s suicide.

“I can relate with the
story of Ajax, because as a
commander, I didn’t have the
luxury to show emotion,”
said Maj. Trent Gibson, an
assistant operations officer
with Regimental Combat
Team 7, who has served on
two combat deployments
in Iraq.

“I had to be the rock, to
help focus my Marines on

the mission.
“When it was over, ulti-

mately I had to realize, ‘Pay
tribute to the dead, but focus
on the living,’” he said.

“Inside us, we all have
weakness, fears and insecuri-
ties that make us human. As
Marines, we think that we
have to be machines, but we
don’t. We think that having
emotions makes us weak,
makes us less of a man, but
it doesn’t,” Gibson added.

Another panelist, Navy Lt.
Cmdr. Shauna KingHollis,
head of the deployment
health department for the
Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital, said there is a close
correlation between what Ajax
experienced and what she has
seen from Marines and sailors
returning from war.

“The timelessness – I
think that through the depic-
tion in the play, we realize

these symptoms are very
common in military mem-
bers today,” she said.

The audience discussed
different aspects of the
play, comparing returning
Marines and sailors, “mod-
ern day warriors,” to those
of the past.

“War doesn’t necessarily
stop when the fighting stops.
Just because his enemy was
dead and buried, Ajax may
have thought that the war
was over, but it wasn’t,”
Gibson added. “As warriors
weakness is reviled. He didn’t
realize he needed to face his
emotions to stay strong.”

The presentation offered a
unique perspective and broke
the mold of the typical

PowerPoint presentation,
said Petty Officer 3rd Class
Mitchell Groke, a corpsman
with RCT-7, and a Bossier,
La., native.

The Theater of War has
completed 116 performanc-
es for more than 20,000
members of the military
communities in the last year,
22 of them for Marine
Corps audiences.

In his closing remarks,
Doerries offered one last
thought before the Marines
and sailors returned to their
daily duties.

“You’re not alone. Just like
you’re not alone in this room,
in this country, or in the
world, you’re not alone
across time.”
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 WEDDING RINGS • CLASS RINGS • NECKLACES • EARRING • BRACLETS• SILVER & GOLD COINS • MORE!

 WANTED! WANTED!

 YEAR ROUND BUYING EVENT! YEAR ROUND BUYING EVENT!
 IN 1999 GOLD WAS TRADING FOR  $ 252 AN OUNCE.

 2010 GOLD IS OVER  $ 1200 AN OUNCE
 THERE IS NO BETTER TIME TO SELL THEN NOW!!!

 CASH ON THE SPOT FOR YOUR GOLD!
 WE WANT THE 10K - 12K - 14K - 16K - 18K -22K - 24K THAT YOU DON’T

 Gateway Jewelry, Coin & Gold Buyers
 10 am to 6 pm 

 Lic. 36000959 & SDL#06-098  •  Registered Gold and Coin Buyers
 56475 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley CA

 760.365.7296     760.365.8991

 — We Are Local  a nd Open All Year —

 DON’T MAIL YOUR VALUABLES AWAY TO SOME OUT OF STATE COMPANY.
 SELL YOUR GOLD LOCALLY FOR MORE CASH WITH A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST.

 YOUR UNWANTED 
 JEWELRY COULD BE

 WORTH  $ 1,000’S!

 WE ALSO BUY ALL STERLING SILVER AND PLATINUM JEWELRY. IF YOUR ITEMS AREN’T 
 LISTED BRING THEM ALONG FOR A FREE APPRAISAL AND INSTANT CASH OFFER.

 $1.00 U. S  Gold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75  t o  $ 2,000
 $2.50 U. S  Gold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80  t o  $ 5,500
 $3.00 U. S  Gold  . . . . . . . . . . . . $250  t o  $ 5,750
 $5.00 U. S  Gold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75  t o  $ 7,500
 $10.00 U. S  Gold  . . . . . . . . $225  t o  $ 11,500
 $20.00 U. S  Gold  . . . . . . . . $550  t o  $ 15,000

 Gold Bracelets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 2,000
 Gold Necklaces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $2,500
 Gold Rings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $500
 Gold Watch Cases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $750
 Gold Watch Bands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $1000
 Gold Wedding Bands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $350
 Gold Bangles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $850
 Gold Pendants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $300
 Gold Charm Bracelets . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 2,000
 Gold Charms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 300
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 �
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 �
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 Gold School Rings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 500
 Gold Chains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $1,000
 Gold Earrings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $200
 Dental Gold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $900
 Gold Scrap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $1,250
 Gold Nugget Bracelets . . . . . . . . . up to  $2,500
 Gold Broken Necklaces . . . . . . . . up to  $1,500
 Gold Pens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $400
 Gold Watches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 1,750
 Gold Nugget Rings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 800
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 Gold Pocket Watches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 750
 Gold Link Bracelets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $2,500
 Gold Broken Chains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $1,000
 Gold Service Awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $500
 Gold Broken Bracelets . . . . . . . . . . up to  $1,500
 Gold Cuff Links . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $300
 Gold Broken Rings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $500
 Gold Brooches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to  $1,000
 Gold Coins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 15,000
 Gold Bars  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $ 15,000
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 Gold Coins
 Krugerrands, Eagles, Maple Leafs

 Sterling
 Flatware  Morgans, Peace Dollars & more…

 With Gold up over 400% the past decade your coins 
 could be worth a fortune. We’ll appraise your
 Gold coins and  PAY YOU CASH !

 Bullion and foreign gold wanted. No collection to small 
 or large. Free evalution. No-obligation cashh offer!

 Silver Coins
 We pay the most for sterling flatware sets, 
 serving pieces and miscellaneous flatware. 

 Monogrammed sterling OK.

 $200 - $2,500 $200 - $2,500
 $1.00 Silver   (1935 & Earlier) . . . . $12  u p  t o  $1 2,500
 50 C  Silver  (1964 & Earlier) . . . . . . . $3.50  u p  t o  $ 2,000
 25 C  Silver  (1964 & Earlier) . . . . . . . . . . $1.75  u p  t o  $ 750
 10 C  Silver  (1964 & Earlier) . . . . . . . . . . . . $.70  u p  t o  $ 250

 Are those stacks of old silver coins weighing 
 you down? Bring them to our event today and 

 let us pay you the highest cash price!

 Max prices for rare coins in Mint State condition.

 SILVER DOLLARS, SILVER HALVES,
 SILVER QUARTERS, SILVER DIMES

 WEDDING RINGS • CLASS RINGS • NECKLACES • EARRING • BRACLETS• SILVER & GOLD COINS • MORE!

 Highest cash 
 prices paid! 

 Instant Appraisal!

 GOLD    SILVER    PLATINUM ★  ★

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 I will be observing my 85 th  birthday next 
 Tuesday and for the first time in better than 40 
 years we will NOT be having some kind of 
 fund-raising event (last year we had two large 
 parties) to raise money for my non-profit 
 activities.  This is my idea.  In fact I telephoned 
 someone just the other day and canceled a 
 dinner.

 This year I am simply suggesting that if you 
 wish, you can send a gift to my non-profit 
 activities (I’m emphasizing getting a first class 
 homeless shelter in our Hi Desert, as soon as 
 possible.)  You can mail your gifts to Dr. Lou 
 Gerhardt, 74007 Playa Vista, Twentynine 
 Palms, CA 92277.  You will receive a receipt for 
 tax purposes in return.

 I am an extremely fortunate man.  Life has 
 been wonderful in every way.  I have a caring 
 and patient wife, a loving family, many friends, 
 and significant tasks to occupy my time. My 
 motto remains “Sinesco Discens” or “I grow old 
 learning.”

 Robert Browning wrote it best:
 “Grow old along with me!
 The best is yet to be,
 The last of life, for which the first was made:
 Our times are in his hand
 Who saith “A whole I planned,
 Youth shows but half; trust God:  see all,
  nor be afraid!”

CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  SS.. AAVVIITTTT

Reg E. Cathey [right] hunches over the reading table as
his character, Ajax, commits suicide, using the micro-
phone as an improvised sword. Erica Tazel, playing Ajax’s
wife, Tecmessa, reacts in horror, during a Theatre of War
performance Wednesday at the Combat Center Base
Theater. “Ajax,” an ancient Greek play, has been per-
formed by the group 116 times this year for military audi-
ences all over the world.

Ancient Warriors speak to troops through Greek play
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4082-B Adobe Rd. • 29 Palms

(760) 367-0222
www.roystires.com

 Copper Mountain College
 Maint e nance Worker

 $17.05/hour, 20 hrs/week, 11 months/yr. Requires any 
 combination of education and experience equivalent to 

 graduation from high school and 3 years of experience in 
 general construction building trades.

 Deadline 10/1/10.  Distri ct application required.
 www.cmccd.edu, hresources@cmccd.edu,

 or call (760) 366-5267.
 P.O. Box 1398, Joshua Tree, CA 92252

 EOE/ADA/Title IX

L00KING
for local 

entertainment?
See page B2 for our

LIBERTY 
CALL
section

‘First Team’ conducts boat raid exercise in Guam
CCPPLL..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  AA..  BBIIAANNCCOO
31ST MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT

U.S. NAVAL BASE GUAM  –
More than 10 Combat Rubber
Reconnaissance Craft filled
with Marines from Company
B, Battalion Landing Team 1st
Battalion, 7th Marines, 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit,
blasted through the waves off
the shores of Guam during a
mock boat raid in support of
exercise Valient Shield Sept. 19.

The mission, – to seize a
port facility in order to allow
the introduction of follow-
on MEU forces ashore.

“The boat company can
raid, destroy or seize objec-
tives that are in a region where
helicopters or AAVs can give
up the element of surprise
with audible compromise,”

said Capt. Roberto Rodriguez,
Co. B commander. “The
Marines and sailors of Co. B
are specially trained and
equipped to conduct
amphibious boat raids, but
our application using the
CRRC allows us to conduct a
range of military operations.”

According to Rodriguez,
CRRCs allow the MEU to
introduce a force ashore stealth-
ily, at a time and location that
keeps the enemy off balance.

“CRRCs can be useful
during humanitarian aid and
disaster recovery operations
where floods or tsunamis do
not allow mechanized assets
to be used,” he said. “A
CRRC would be a useful plat-
form for a disaster response
team to conduct an assess-
ment because it would have

the security with Marines, but
could also get into flooded
areas or up rivers and streams
when roads may be damaged
by earthquakes or flooding.”

The training is designed to
replicate real-world scenarios
to prepare the troops for chal-
lenges they may face as a part
of a Maritime Contingency
Force. The desert-based unit
has recently conducted sever-
al boats raids to become more
familiar with its new role.

The 31st MEU is currently
conducting the certification
exercise as a part of its deploy-
ment to the Asia-Pacific
Theater and is preparing for
exercises where it will train
alongside foreign military
forces from Japan, the
Republic of the Philippines
and the Republic of Korea.

Ride, a program that provides
special needs children and
adults therapeutic and recre-
ational horseback riding ses-
sions, Mullins said. This was a
perfect example that described
his brother’s innate desire to
help people even before enlist-
ing in the Navy, he said.

Swink’s friends portrayed him
as a “fun-loving” and vibrant
personality.

“He was full of life, he could
get you to do anything,” said Petty
Officer 3rd Class Justin Critelli, a
shipmate and friend of Swink.

The ceremony ended with the
presentation of the American
Flag to Mullins in honor of the
sacrifice Swink made for his
country. Mullins thanked his fam-
ily, friends and the Armed
Services for the support Swink’s
loved ones received during the
“rollercoaster of emotions” they
experienced since learning of
Swink’s death.

Almost as somber as the
crowd trickled in, the attendees
slowly made their way out, offer-
ing their condolences and sup-
port to the family of a local hero.

MOURNS, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. WWIILLLLIIAAMM  JJ.. JJAACCKKSSOONN

Brian Mullins, Petty Officer 3rd Class James M.
Swink’s brother, tells the crowd about the heroism,
kindness and courage his brother possessed before
sacrificing his life in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. Swink served with 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine
Regiment, in Helmand province, Afghanistan.

SSPPEECCIIAALL  TTOO  TTHHEE  OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN  PPOOSSTT  

Lieutenant Col. Robert Buzby, the current operations officer of the Marine Air
Ground Task Force Training Command, helps Steve Wampler, a charitable foun-
dation organizer for handicapped kids, who also has cerebral palsy, climb El
Capitan Mountain at the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center in
Bridgeport, Calif., in an effort to raise money for Wampler’s foundation Sept. 16 to
18. Wampler’s mission was assisted by a small, enthusiastic group of service
members and civilians. Buzby was joined by Staff Sgt. Matt Foust, of the Combat
Center’s Wounded Warrior Regiment Detachment and two former Marines.

El Capitan Mountain scaled for cause

CCPPLL.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  AA.. BBIIAANNCCOO  

Marines with Company B, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit, conduct a boat raid on the coast of Guam Sept. 19 in support of exercise Valiant Shield,
which is part of the MEU’s certification exercise.

CCPPLL.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  AA.. BBIIAANNCCOO  

A Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) with the dock landing ship U.S.S. Harpers Ferry
(LSD 49), 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, lands on shore Sept. 19 during a boat raid
on the coast of Guam in support of exercise Valiant Shield, which is part of the
MEU’s certification exercise.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 56445 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 8:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of God will never 

 take you where the grace of

 God will not protect you . ”

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Acts 2:38
 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
 Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

 Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
 73493 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, Ca

 367-4185
 Pastor Titus R. Burns
 Sunday Service: 10:00 AM
 Wednesday Night Bible
 Study: 7:00 PM

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 6740 Sunset Rd.
 366-3704

 Joshua Tree

 Bible School  9:00 AM
 Worship Service  10:30 AM
 Wednesday  6:15 PM

 First Baptist Church

 Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School Child Care

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
 760-361-0086 

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

 Evangelical Free 
 Church

 6804 Mohawk Trail, Yucca Valley
 Sunday School (for all ages)  9:00am
 Worship  10:15pm
 Youth Groups, Wednesday  6:00pm
 Awana Clubs, Wednesday  6:15pm
 Bible Study, Wednesday  6:30pm

 760-228-1747

 Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School Child Care

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
 760-361-0086 

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

 Thursday Night Bible Study
 at Desert Congregational Church

 5688 Sunrise Rd (Off 2 Mile Road) 7:00pm
 (760) 365-0769

 Pastor Chris Wagner

 CALVARY CHAPEL

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

TThhee  SSeepptt.. 1166  eevveenniinngg  ccoolloorrss  cceerreemmoonnyy  wwaass  hheelldd  ttoo  rreeccooggnniizzee  RReettiirreeee  AApppprreecciiaattiioonn  MMoonntthh.. ““WWee  wwaanntt  ttoo  hhoonnoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  sseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  ppaasstt  aanndd  pprreesseenntt,,””
ssaaiidd  DDaavviidd  PPeettrroovviicchh,, aa  rreellooccaattiioonn  ssppeecciiaalliisstt  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr.. [[TToopp,, lleefftt]]  TTwwoo  rreettiirreedd  mmiilliittaarryy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ppllaaccee  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss  oovveerr  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrtt  aass  tthheeyy  wwaattcchh
OOlldd  GGlloorryy  lloowweerreedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  RReettiirreeee  AApppprreecciiaattiioonn  MMoonntthh  EEvveenniinngg  CCoolloorrss  CCeerreemmoonnyy  SSeepptt.. 1166  aatt  LLaannccee  CCppll.. TToorrrreeyy  LL.. GGrraayy  FFiieelldd.. TThhee  cceerreemmoonnyy  bbeeggaann  aatt
dduusskk.. [[BBoottttoomm,, lleefftt]]  MMaarriinneess  ccaarrrryy  tthhee  ffllaagg  aafftteerr  iittss  lloowweerriinngg.. [[RRiigghhtt]]  MMaarriinneess  sslloowwllyy  lloowweerr  tthhee  nnaattiioonn’’ss  ffllaagg  dduurriinngg  aann  eevveenniinngg  ccoolloorrss  cceerreemmoonnyy  hheelldd  iinn  hhoonnoorr
ooff  RReettiirreeee  AApppprreecciiaattiioonn  MMoonntthh.. PPhhoottooss  bbyy  PPffcc..  SSaarraahh  AAnnddeerrssoonn

Evening colors ceremony highlights Retiree Appreciation Month

Visit the official MCAGCC facebook page 
by seaching “The Combat Center 

at Twentynine Palms” on facebook



OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 2244,,  22001100 AA77

Copyright © 2010 University of Maryland University College    

DISCOVER JUST HOW CONVENIENT—AND EFFECTIVE—

ONLINE LEARNING CAN BE.

Sign up for an introduction to online learning—absolutely free—with UMUC 411 

Military. You can talk with faculty members and chat with advisors and fellow 

students who understand the demands of military life. You can even complete 

some practice assignments to see how a valuable education can fit in with your life—

no matter where you’re stationed.

and Library Services and Financial Aid

online with the MyUMUC student portal

ENROLL NOW. 
visit military.umuc.edu/testdrive
or call 619-995-4127

TEST-DRIVE ONLINE STUDY FOR FREE

 OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK

 (760) 365-8880
 (888) 365-8880

 Jeff Poland
 B roker /Manager
 760-660-3247

 $99,900

 7293 Dumosa Ave, Suite 2 • Yucca Valley
 Each office is independently owned and operated

 Get up to $3,100.00 when buying and selling a home through our USAA Movers Advantage program

 ATTENTION ALL MILITARY PERSONNEL!
 WE ARE YOUR EXCLUSIVE  RELOCATION  SPECIALISTS

 OR JUST CALL—  JEFF POLAND 760-660-3247
 BROKER/RELOCATION SPECIALIST

 Let us show you how 
 to  SAVE  dollars when 

 purchasing your new home!
 GO TO OUR WEBSITE:

 www.cbroadrunner.com
 GO TO “RELOCATION SERVICES”—

 S tart saving money  NOW!

 Great Newer Family Home
 Horse Property on 2.7 acres

 3 Bed/2 Bath/2car Attached Garage
 Covered Patio/Fencing

 60482 Belfair, Joshua Tree

 DRE Lic. #01363904

Students in the Combat Logistics Battalion 7-sponsored
Corporals Course blow into their blouses to stay afloat for
five minutes during swim qualification at the Combat
Center’s Training Tank Monday.

Course tests corporals’ water survival skills
SSTTOORRYY  AANNDD  PPHHOOTTOOSS  BBYY
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  DD..
TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Instructors with the Combat
Logistics Battalion 7-spon-
sored Corporals Course gave
an everyday physical training
session new purpose when
they changed their pool time
PT to swim qualification.

“Swim qual is one of those
items that is on the training list
that is hard to get your training
in, so we thought we would
help the units out by doing a
swim qual while we have them
at Corporals Course,” said
Gunnery Sgt. Christine Britt,
the staff noncommissioned
officer in charge of the course.

The instructors also aimed
to take advantage of the
group’s competitive nature.

“When they are out here
with their fellow corporals,
and they see somebody they
thought was weaker than
them, they go do a level two,”
Britt said. “This is their age
group, their peers. We are
hoping that being in their
own setting is going to
encourage them to do more
and better.”

Once the students decid-

ed to try for a higher qualifi-
cation level, there was no
turning back or changing
their minds.

“We don’t let them get
out,” Britt said. “They are not
allowed to quit, and it is not
just the instructors. Mostly
fellow students, if they see
someone is having a hard
time, they will jump in to try
to help them get through it,
both mentally and physically.”

Instructors said because
of the swim qualification
and the Corporals Course
in general, units will not
only get back a more confi-
dent corporal, but a leader
with more than the average
swim qualification experi-
ence, who know how to
push themselves to their
water survival limits.

“When it comes time for
their company to do swim
qual, they’ll be able to give
examples, advice on how to
make it easier for them-
selves and support to their
subordinates,” said Cpl.
Donavon Leeder, a
Corporals Course student.

The Corporals Course is
scheduled to graduate today
at the Combat Center’s
Sunset Cinema at 9 a.m.

Corporal Colby Staples, a Corporals Course student, storms his way across the pool with his rubber M16 during the Combat
Logistics Battalion 7-sponsored Corporals Course swim qualification at the Combat Center’s Training Tank Monday.

Students with the Combat Logistics Battalion 7-spon-
sored Corporals Course take part in an abandon ship test
during swim qualification at the Combat Center’s Training
Tank Monday.



CCPPLL..  RRYYAANN  RRHHOOLLEESS
3RD MARINE AIRCRAFT WING (FWD) 

CAMP LEATHERNECK,
Afghanistan  — On the morn-
ing of June 1, the U.S. Marine
Corps’ 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing (Forward) and United
Kingdom’s Joint Aviation
Group integrated under one
command. Brig. Gen. Andrew
W. O’Donnell Jr., the 3rd
MAW (Fwd) commanding
general, led a historical flag
raising ceremony with his
British counterpart, Group
Capt. Nick Laird, the JAG
commander.

Since then, the two forces
have been operating in uni-
son under O’Donnell’s
authority, as the sole aviation
combat element of Regional

Command (Southwest) – the
command responsible for
operations in Helmand and
Nimroz provinces. They
have completely pooled their
resources and manpower in
order to support the mis-
sions across one of the most
dangerous and influential
regions in Afghanistan.

“As two separate organiza-
tions, we both have strengths,”
Laird said. “But combined, we
have exceptional agility to react
to a very determined enemy
and insurgent campaign.”

The JAG brought more
than 30 rotary-wing aircraft
to 3rd MAW (Fwd)’s collec-
tion of aviation platforms.
Both forces now contribute
everything from light attack
helicopters to cargo and

troop transport aircraft in
order to support the Afghan
National Security Forces and
coalition service members
throughout the province.

“We have the additional
resources to support the
ground forces in a far more
comprehensive way than we
previously had in this part of
the country” said Laird, who
has been deployed to
Afghanistan several times
throughout the years. “I think
with the number of aircraft
we bring to the table, and the
number of aircraft [the U.S.]
brings to the table, we get
synergies and efficiencies. I
strive for what is intelligent
tasking – making the best use

AA88  SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 2244,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 Special Discount Ticket Offer For The
 AutoTrader.com Open

 EXCLUSIVELY FOR 29 PALMS MARINES. 
 The NBA returns outdoors when the Phoenix Suns play host to Dirk Nowitzki

 and the Dallas Mavericks on Saturday, October 9 at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden in 
 Indian Wells, CA.  Tip-off is set for 6:30 p.m.  Here is your chance to see two of the

 NBA’s most popular and entertaining teams square off in the world’s most
 picturesque outdoor setting for basketball. 

 Tickets JUST for our Marines are available at only $20.00 (Reg. $55.00).
  To purchase, follow the link below and type in your 

 SPECIAL PASSCODE: MILITARY . See you at the game!

 Visit our site to get your Tickets Visit our site to get your Tickets
 www.hidesertstar.com www.hidesertstar.com

 For questions please contact Phillip Douglas with the Phoenix Suns at 
 602.379.7679 or PDouglas@suns.com

GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. SSTTEEVVEENN  WWIILLLLIIAAMMSS

United Kingdom Army Lance Cpl. Mark Waddingham,
with the 664 Squadron of the U.K.'s Army Air Corps,
takes a wild ride on a U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B Osprey
with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 365, 3rd Marine
Aircraft Wing (Forward). The U.K. soldiers were invited to
the squadron to see how the U.S. aviation crews work.

US, UK aviation partnership thriving in Afghanistan

CCPPLL.. RRYYAANN  RRHHOOLLEESS  

United Kingdom forces file into the back of a U.S. CH-53E Super Stallion from Marine
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 466, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward), in the early morn-
ing hours of July 30.See PARTNERS, A10



Meritorious Service Medal for
his accomplishments and con-
tributions to the squadron.

Johnson returns to the
States after a tour with Marine
Corps Embassy Security
Group in Bangkok, Thailand.
However, the 23-year veteran
of the Corps is no stranger to
the Combat Center. This is his
fourth tour of duty aboard
the Combat Center.

Originally an infantryman
and later a light armored
vehicle crewman, Johnson
has served with 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, and 3rd
Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion.

“I’m very honored and
privileged to have the oppor-
tunity to serve here as VMU-
3 sergeant major,” Johnson
said. “My family and I are
going to do everything we
can do to make this a good

tour, not only for ourselves
but for the Marines, sailors
and their families.”

Lieutenant Col. Tim
Burton, the squadron’s com-
manding officer, said he was
proud to welcome Johnson
as a new teammate.

“I look forward to work-
ing with Johnson and getting
to know [him], and working
through the challenges
ahead,” said Burton, during a
speech at the ceremony.

“Johnson knows the ground
here, and he’s going to help
the Marines succeed in this
austere environment.”

Johnson will have time
to get to know his Marines
and sailors before deploy-
ing in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom next year.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 2244,,  22001100 AA99

TThhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  TTrraaddeerr  AAddss
iiss  nnoooonn  WWeeddnneessddaayy,, ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg
FFrriiddaayy’’ss  nneewwssppaappeerr..
Trader Ad forms are available at the Public Affairs Office

and may be filled out during normal working hours at Bldg.
1417. Ads may also be submitted through e-mail, but will
only be accepted from those with an @usmc.mil address.

If you are active duty, retired military or a family member
and do not have an @usmc.mil address you can go to the
PAO page of the base Web site at:
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil /dirs/pao/ and complete a
request to publish an ad.

The limitations for ads are: 15-word limit, limit of
two ads per household and the Trader may be used

only for noncommercial classified ads containing
items of personal property offered by and for indi-
viduals authorized to use this service. Such ads must
represent incidental exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  
AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  ccoonn--
ssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale” ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide Permanent Change of
Station orders and have the ad approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Center Trader is not used for
commercial real estate endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come, first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions please call 830-6213.

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

11995522  PPLLYYMMOOUUTTHH.. 4 door,
restored. 1966 Ford Galaxie,
needs work. Call Steve for
more information. 272-9948.
9/24/10

11995577  NNAASSHH  EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE
MMOODDEELL  PPRROOJJEECCTT  CCAARR..
Registered, complete engine,
$500 OBO. 5 rims, size 15.6
lug, off-road heavy duty. $180
OBO. Call Jose 361-3509.
9/24/10

22000088  TTOOYYOOTTAA  YYAARRIISS.. $10,000
OBO. Approx. 38K miles. Good
condition. Consistent mainte-
nance. 622-4562. 9/10/10

22000099  HHOONNDDAA  SSHHAADDOOWW  775500..
One owner, low miles, like
new. $5,000. Call Logan for
details. 423-504-6926. 7/30/10

22000022  CCRR225500RR  DDIIRRTT  BBIIKKEE..
Eline starter, FMF pipe and
silencer, paddle tire for the
dunes. Runs very strong.
$2,800. 910-3979. 6/25/10

11999999  TTRRAANNSS  AAMM  3300TTHH
AANNNNIIVVEERRSSAARRYY  CCOONNVVEERRTTIIBBLLEE..
White with blue stripes, 5.7 LT-1,
Auto, $12,500. 408-9088. 6/11/10

22000066  TTRRIIUUMMPPHH  SSCCRRAAMMBBLLEERR..
3,275 miles. $6,000 firm. Modern
classic styled after Steve McQueen’s
Desert Racer. 365-5902. 6/11/10
MMIISSCC..                                                           __________          
MMIISSCC.. IITTEEMMSS.. Golf set $75
OBO. Baby play pen $50 OBO.
Baby swing $50. Call Socorro
Gallard 361-3509. 9/24/10

OOAAKK  BBOOOOKKCCAASSEE  BBUUNNKK  BBEEDD..
With storage drawers. $150. E-
mail bookowl50@yahoo.com
for pictures. 369-4239. 9/24/10

AAMMAAZZOONN  PPAARRRROOTT,, $500 OBO.
Upright freezer $200 OBO. Twin
bed, captains. $100 OBO. 285-
1603. 9/10/10

OOAAKK  BBOOOOKKSSHHEELLFF,, $100 OBO,
Ikea couch and ottoman $100
OBO. Other household items.
285-1603. 9/10/10

WWAANNTTEEDD,, GGEERRMMAANN  LLUUGGAARR..
Semiautomatic AR 14-15. Buy or
trade (good things) 367-6030.9/10/10

SSPPOORRTTSS  AANNDD  SSCCII  FFII  CCAARRDD
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN.. Mid ‘80s to mid
‘90s football and baseball. Some
older baseball cards. Star Trek
and Star Wars cards. Sold by indi-
vidual heroes, hero sets, team
sets or the whole collection. Call
Stephen at 567-7921. 9/10/10

Combat Center Trader Ads

The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms is 
currently hiring civilian police officers.  Positions available include Patrol 
Officer, Military Working Dog Handler, Patrol Supervisor, Field Training 
Officer, Watch Commander, and many others.

$34,881 - $56,174

•Annual uniform allowance • Night differential and Sunday premium pay
•Annual vacation and sick leave plans • Access to fitness centers
•Access to base child care • Health and life insurance
•Federal Employees Retirement System

•Minimum of 1 year law enforcement or security experience or educational 
equivalent
•Must successfully complete pre-employment screening and USMC Police 
Academy

For complete information on this opportunity, visit the program’s website: 

All U.S. Citizens may apply at: 
Veterans, Prior Service, Current Federal and Appointment Eligibles may 
apply at: 

 HI-DESERT PHYSICAL 
 REHABILITATION GROUP, INC.

 YUCCA VALLEY
 56299 29 Palms Hwy

 Yucca Valley, CA
 369-1743

 29 PALMS
 5930 Adobe Rd.

 Twentynine Palms, CA
 367-1743

 Hours:   Mon-Thur. 7:30AM-5PM •  Fri.7:30AM-4PM
 Visit our Website at:

 www.hdprg.com

 Locally Owned & Operated

 • PHYSICAL  THERAPY 
 • OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
 • SPEECH  THERAPY

 Did you know that you have the 
 right to choose your therapist? 
 You can have the best therapy 

 right here in town!

 Two Convenient Locations To Serve You:

 (7 60) 365-37 00 •  56410 29 Palm s H w y., Yu cca Valley, C  A   92284

 O PE N  M O N D AY-SATU RD AY
 E arly &  Late A ppo in tm en ts Availab le

 COM P LIM E N TA R Y CON SU LTA TION S

 “W here you’re treated like a friend”

 Thank You For Making Our First Year A Success!

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

SUDOKU

SSuunnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  
ooff MMaarryy  CChhaappeell  RRoommaann
CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess
8:45 a.m. - Confessions+
9 a.m. - Rosary
9:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass*
9:30 a.m. - Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
4 p.m. - Choir Practice
4:15 p.m. - Confessions+
4:30 p.m. - Rosary
5 p.m. - Catholic Mass
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
9 a.m. - Calvary
Fellowship*
(Contemporary Worship)
9 a.m. - Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m. -
Redemption* (A blend of
traditional and contem-
porary worship)
10:45 a.m. - Children’s
Church
WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  
ooff MMaarryy
Monday - Friday, 11:45
a.m. - Catholic Mass 
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Monday - Friday, noon -
Daily Prayer

COMBAT CENTER RELIGIOUS SERVICES

MMuusslliimm  pprraayyeerr  ssppaaccee  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr,, rroooomm  8877..

JJeewwiisshh  pprraayyeerr  ssppaaccee  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr,, rroooomm  9933..

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccaallll  883300--55443300..

TTuueessddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
9 a.m. - Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
(Sept. through May)
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
3:30-5:30 p.m. - Military
Council of Catholic Women
WWeeddnneessddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
First Wednesday, 6 p.m. -
Baptism preparation class
First Wednesday, 7 p.m. -
Knights of Columbus
TThhuurrssddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
9 a.m. - Adult Class
6 p.m. - Children RCIA
6:30 p.m. - RCIA (Sept.-April)
7 p.m. - Gr. 7 and
Confirmation
FFrriiddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
First Friday each month,
12:15 p.m., 4:30 p.m. -
Exposition/Adoration Most
Blessed Sacrament
LLeeggeenndd
* Indicates child care is pro-
vided
+ Appointments can be
made for confessions by
calling 830-6456/6482

PHANTOMS, from A3

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Sergeant Maj. Rufino Mendez, Jr., [left] stands ready to
relinquish his post as the squadron sergeant major of
Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 3 to Sgt. Maj.
James L. Johnson [right] during a relief and appointment
ceremony Sept. 16.

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Marines with Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 3, march into place during a relief and appointment cere-
mony for the squadron at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Sept. 16

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Marines, sailors and family members bow their heads
during the invocation at a relief and appointment cere-
mony at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Sept. 16. Sgt.
Maj. Rufino Mendez, Jr., relinquished his post as the
squadron sergeant major of Marine Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle Squadron 3 to Sgt. Maj. James L. Johnson.
Mendez was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.



of our aircraft. Basically,
‘sweating the metal’ – ensur-
ing we don’t have empty heli-
copters flying around the bat-
tle space. That’s working very
well and we’re seeing efficien-

cies on a daily basis.”
Under the new unified

leadership, the larger aviation
combat element has taken
advantage of economies of
scale across multiple mission
sets. The U.S. and U.K. avia-
tion forces are simultaneous-

ly pounding the enemy with
firepower from attack air-
craft, while replenishing sup-
plies and sustainment to
ground troops. Perhaps even
more importantly, the inte-
grated air wing directly
affects counterinsurgency

efforts by moving Afghan
government officials across
the battle space, linking the
country’s people with their
governing leaders. Together
they coordinate a wide range
of supporting efforts - from
agricultural and school sup-
plies to reconstruction and
development materials. Later
this month, U.S. Marines,
their U.K. partners and
Afghan National Security
Forces will plan and coordi-
nate air support for the
national elections.

Afghanistan’s scorching
temperatures in the south
and mountainous terrain in
the north make flying these
combat missions enormously
complicated. One would
think that adding new aircraft
and different aviation terms
would create even more com-
plex problems for the two
commands. But the U.S. and
U.K. forces quickly synced
together and made the transi-
tion flawless.

“I’m awestruck by the pro-
fessionalism and dedication
on both sides of the Atlantic,
down to the most junior
enlisted,” said O’Donnell. “It
really makes you feel good

when you see people as dedi-
cated to the mission all the
way through the ranks.”

The ranks are seamless,
according to the general. “We
are totally integrated. Here at
the operational level as a
Wing headquarters, we have
more than a dozen staff offi-
cers who work inside of, and
are incorporated with, the
wing. It’s very important to
note that these British mem-
bers of our team are not liai-
son officers – they are action
officers. They are staff offi-
cers who work side by side
with the 3rd MAW staff.”

U.S. and U.K. planners on
staff with 3rd MAW (Fwd)
have already coordinated
more than a dozen named
operations since the integra-
tion. One of the most publi-
cized was Operation Tor
Shezada, or Black Prince, in
which U.S. CH-53E “Super
Stallions” with Marine Heavy
Helicopter Squadron 466
inserted more than 100 U.K.
ground forces into the Nad-e
Ali area, where they partnered
with ANSF and U.S. Marines
to clear the area of the Taliban
threat. Another more complex
mission, Operation Big Iron,
involved several U.S. and U.K.
aircraft teaming up to trans-
port everything from troops
and cargo to howitzers and
humvees into the mountain-
ous Kajaki Dam area. Months
after the initial troops and sup-
plies were airlifted into the
area, U.K. and U.S. Marine avi-
ators are still providing logisti-
cal and fire support to their
ground brethren operating at
Kajaki. The successful execu-
tion of Operation Big Iron
stands as a testament to the
combined accomplishment of
the two aviation units’ plan-
ning and dedication to the
overall mission.

“Our communication is
phenomenal,” said U.K. Maj.
Dan McBride, an operations
and future planning officer
with 3rd MAW (Fwd), adding
that the U.S. and U.K. per-
sonnel thrive on the close
relationship they’ve built.
“We work in close quarters,
and sharing a sense of humor
and banter helps build that
trust and improve communi-
cation – it creates a synergy.”

U.S. Marine Maj. John
Jaeski, a 3rd MAW (Fwd)
planner who works with
McBride, said the Marines
appreciate the friendship, and
the benefits will reciprocate
for years to come.

“Coming here and work-
ing with the British means
that, in 15 years or so, when

today’s officers become
tomorrow’s generals, the rela-
tionship between the U.S. and
U.K. will be that much
stronger because we have a
better understanding of how
we work and appreciation for
each other,” he said.

The services are learning
from each other in all sorts of
ways. In late June, the U.S.
Marines tested a new capabil-
ity to drop emergency sup-
plies of water and ammuni-
tion to troops without having
to land and put the aircraft in
danger. They used low-cost,
low-altitude parachutes to
float bundles of water to the
ground, testing methods of
keeping the cargo safe and
delivering on target.

By early August, the JAG
was using the lessons learned
from the U.S. tests to experi-
ment with the concept using
its CH-47 Chinook.

“This theater really creates
an appropriate environment
for [aerial delivery] because of
the restricted [ground] move-
ment,” said McBride. “We
started looking at what the
U.S. was doing and found it
was working well, so we took
that concept and built on it.”

McBride added that the
U.K. is hoping to share infor-
mation as well, as they try to
bring in aviation tactics and
weapons instructors to work
with the American pilots.

Outside of the headquar-
ters, it’s now common to see
U.K. personnel on U.S. air-
craft; U.K. medical aircraft
and teams racing in to rescue
troops, regardless of nation-
ality; and U.S. and U.K. air-
craft teaming up on missions
as escort, overwatch, close air
support, or troop and cargo
transport. With the exception
of the different colors in
their uniforms and helicop-
ters, it’s difficult to tell these
teammates apart. This part-
nership can really only be
truly described as “one team,
one fight.”

“The relationship between
the U.S. Marine Corps and
U.K. aviation is a very long
and illustrious one,” Laird
said with a proud smile as he
sat back in his chair staring off
into the hallway where images
of U.S. and U.K. aircraft
adorn the walls. “That rela-
tionship is forged through
blood and sacrifice over
almost 100 years and has
never been stronger than it is
right now.” The unquestion-
able competency of both
national forces can be seen on
a daily basis through consis-
tent success on the battlefield.
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 NEW 
 MANAGEMENT 

 TEAM

 + Based on above average credit. All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publicatio n date.
  “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and a ny emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.

 WWW.YUCCAVALLEYFORD.COM  -   55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY 

 1999 FORD TAURUS SE

 WE’RE DIFFERENT AND WE’LL PROVE IT! SEE WHY! ALL NEW ALL NEW

 $ 27,495  $ 29,995

 $ 16,995

 2009 TOYOTA CAMRY SE SEDAN 4D

 A/ C , P S , P DL, CC, MP3,  Alloy 
 Wheels  VIN9U352160/STK #P1941

 $ 18,995

 2007 LINCOLN MKZ

 Cooled Seats, A/ C ,  THX II P rem. Sound , NS, 
 LEATHER, MOON ROOF VIN625339/STK P1922

 NAVIGATION

 $ 15,995

 2009 FORD FOCUS SEL SEDAN 4D

 Certified, A/ C , P S , P DL,T ilt , CC
 VIN9W232670/STK #P1916

 LEATHER
 MOON ROOF

 3.9%

 2008 SUBARU LEGACY 2.5 i

 $ 16,795 AWD , A/ C , P S , P W, CC, MOON ROOF, 
 A lloy Wheels ,VIN7R637771/STK #P1911

 AWD
 ALL WHEEL DRIVE

 LOW MILES

 $ 14,995

 2008 CHEVY COLORADO LS PICKUP

 Auto, A/ C ,  CC, A lloy Wheels
 VIN88111200/STK #P1938

 2003 SATURN ION 2 SEDAN

 Vehicle
 History Is

 N o  MYSTERY

 YUCCA VALLEY FORD CENTER 
   (800) 608-2996

 +3.9% APR 
 up to 60 months 

 on select 
 certified vehicles.

 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 PERSONNEL! PERSONNEL!
 FINANCING  FINANCING 

 HEADQUARTERS HEADQUARTERS
 With as little as $500.00 Puts You In A 
 NEW or USED Vehicle Today! Click on 

 our website then click on Miles 
 Program for pre-approval.

 WE’LL SHOW 
 YOU THE

 CAR FAX!

 V6 Pony Package, Spoiler, 
 A/C, PW, PL, Tilt, Cruise

 NEW!

 V IN  #A5115573
 1 Available  a t  this exact price.
 Subject  to prior sale .

 2010 Ford Mustang 
 Coupe V-6

 *On some vehicles—0% may be in lieu of rebates. See dealership for details. Vehicle pictures for ill ustration purposes only.  †† Active U.S. Military Personnel or Students 
 currently enrolled in college or recent college or trade school graduate. Proof required. See Dealer  for details. †††  Trade-in required -’95 or newer car or truck. See Dealer for additional details & restrictions.

 Leather, Chrome Wheels
 Navigation

 $29,995
 plus any dealer added accessories

 plus tax, title, license and 
 any applicable fees.

 YV Ford 
 Discount V IN  #1ABB32279

 1 Available  a t  this exact price.
 Subject  to prior sale .

 Factory 
 Rebate

 FMCC 
 Bonus Cash**

 **To receive FMCC Bonus– 
 Cash must finance 

 with Ford Motor Credit

 NEW!

 V IN  #APA40881
 1 Available  a t  this exact price.
 Subject  to prior sale .

 2010 Ford Ranger 
 Reg. Cab NEW!

 38,475
 1,000
 3,000
 3,980

 500
 Military or
 College
 Student
 Rebate ††

 2010 Ford Edge 
 AWD SEL

 $12,395
 plus any dealer added accessories

 plus tax, title, license and 
 any applicable fees.

 YV Ford 
 Discount

 Factory 
 Rebate

 18,760
 4,500
 1,000

 365
 500

 Military or
 College
 Student
 Rebate ††

 $19,995
 plus any dealer added accessories

 plus tax, title, license and 
 any applicable fees.

 YV Ford 
 Discount

 Factory 
 Rebate

 FMCC 
 Bonus Cash**

 26,235
 1,000
 2,000
 2,740

 500
 Military or
 College
 Student
 Rebate ††

 $ 19,995 A/ C , P W, PDL, CD, ALLOY WHEELS 
 VIN122396/STK P1919

 2010 FORD  MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE 2D

 3.9%

 0%* †
 *0% financing in lieu of any rebates.

 Available OAC based on above 
 average credit, through FMCC.

 up to 
 60 months

 2007 MERCURY MILAN PREMIER SEDAN 

 $ 16,995 Certified ,  P S , P W, CC, LEATHER , Alloy 
 Wheels , VIN7R637771/STK #P1933

 NAVIGATION

 2007 FORD MUSTANG GT COUPE 2D 

 $ 24,450 Certified ,  Shaker Prem Sound , LEATHER, 
 PW, VIN75314799/STK #P1943

 CALIF
 SPECIAL

 **To receive FMCC Bonus– 
 Cash must finance 

 with Ford Motor Credit

 Trade-In 
 Assistance 
 Rebate †††

 at Yucca Valley Ford!

 A/C, Trailer Tow Hitch
 ABS

 $ 10,995 Auto, A/ C ,  P W, PDL, CC, MP3 
 VIN9B381426/STK #P1942

 2009 CHEVROLET AVEO LT

 $ 14,995 $ 14,795

 2006 FORD FUSION SEL

 Auto, A/ C , P S, PW,  CC, T ilt , MP3
 VIN6R101377/STK #10T198A

 LOW 
 MILES

 2006 DODGE DURANGO SLT

 $ 16,795 A/ C ,  P W, CC, PDL, 3 rd Row Seat , P rem . 
 20”  Wheels ,VIN6F150036/STK #P1936A

 4WD

 2008 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 

  $ 28,795 A/ C ,  3 rd. Row Seat ,   Prem. Wheels
 VIN8LA50254/STK #10T140A

 LOW 
 MILES

 2009 FORD EXPLORER EDDIE BAUER 

  $ 26,895 A/ C ,  LEATHER, 3 rd. Row Seat 
 VIN9UA37925/STK #P1915

 4WD

WITH A TRIBUTE IN

A special section to be placed 
in the Hi-Desert Star, The Desert Trail and Observation Post for Veterans Day 2010

Hi-Desert Publishing Co. welcomes stories, photos and
memorabilia about you, your spouse or family mem-

bers who served in the military in wartime or in peace

Please send stories, photo-
graphs and memorabilia to:

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Military Memories
6396 Adobe Road
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

You may bring submissions 
to The Desert Trail office, 6396
Adobe Road, Twentynine Palms, 
or the Hi-Desert Star office at 
56445 Twentynine Palms Highway,
Yucca Valley or e-mail them to 
osullivan@deserttrail.com. If you
have questions or need help writing
your story, call Kelly O’Sullivan at
(760) 367-3577.

Submission Deadline: Sept. 30

Photographs courtesy of the Library of Congress

GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. SSTTEEVVEENN  WWIILLLLIIAAMMSS

United Kingdom Army Cpl. Mark Bone, an arming landing point commander with 664
Squadron, U.K. Army Air Corps, gets a quick seat belt lesson from U.S. Marine Sgt.
John Leist, a crew chief with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 365, 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing (Forward), before a flight aboard an MV-22B Osprey here July 27.

PARTNERS, from A8
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Scion update – Deadline almost here
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Kai Hei Tai, the resident team from the Combat
Center representing the Marine Corps for the
Scion: Battle of the Builds, received a visit from
Toyota representatives who came to check on the
progress of their custom Scion xB Wednesday at
the installation’s Auto Skills Center.

The team has hit a few speed bumps during
their custom build, but they are using the famous
Marine trait of adapting and overcoming to make
their dream a four-wheeled reality.

“We’ve been putting in a lot of time on this
car,” said Lance Cpl. Joshua Harrison, a ground
communications organizational repairman with
Headquarters and Service Company, 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion. “I’m working
on the body right now, but there’s been a lot of
custom fabrication all over this thing.”

Harrison, an Austin, Texas, native, said aside
from the body modifications, the crew has also
modified the drive train, and many suspension
components, and will be adding a far beefier set of
33-inch tires. The team used a turbo kit from
Precision Turbo Works, which is not yet on the
commercial market.

Although the team’s progress is admittedly slow,
with their new parts coming in and pulls from the
junkyard, Kai Hei Tai said they are sure they will
meet their Oct. 5 deadline to finish the xB Assault.

The team is one of three military finalists cho-
sen by the vehicle manufacturer. Each team
received a basic Scion xB and $15,000 to build
their winning designs. The grand prize winners are
scheduled to be announced Oct. 18.

US, UK Marines run across nation for wounded warriors
PPFFCC..  CCHHRRIISSTTOOFFEERR  PP..
BBAAIINNEESS
HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS

ARLINGTON, Va. – A team
of six runners, including a
triple amputee, are setting out
across the United States to
accomplish a monumental task
known as the Gumpathon. To
complete their ambitious jour-
ney, the team must travel 3,530
miles through three deserts,
four time zones, 10 mountain
ranges and 16 states.

By completing the
Gumpathon, service mem-
bers hope to raise $1 million
for three separate charities,
all benefiting wounded war-
riors from the United States
and the United Kingdom.

“I got the idea for the
Gumpathon from having
watched the film Forrest
Gump about 14 years ago,”
said U. K. Royal Marine Colour
Sgt. Damian Todd. “I thought
of what an amazing experi-
ence it would be to run across
the states, and while I did it,
raise money for charity. At the
time I hadn’t had anything par-
ticularly in mind that was moti-
vating enough and had

touched me to do that, and I
kind of shelved the idea.”

However, some ideas don’t
fade with time. Around two
years ago, Todd brought his
initiative to life after visiting
with his friend Mark Ormrod,
who lost three limbs in
Afghanistan due to a landmine.
It was then he saw firsthand
how performing the most
basic of tasks can be taken for
granted, and was touched see-
ing Ormrod persevering in the
face of adversity.

“I felt it was the right time
to get the idea off the shelf
and do something for wound-
ed soldiers,” Todd said.

Charities benefiting from
the Gumpathon include the
American Injured Marine
Semper Fi Fund, the British
Royal Marine Charitable Trust
Fund and Help for Heroes.
Throughout the voyage, the
team plans to collect donations
in person and on their website,
http://www.gumpathon.com.

The epic journey began
Sept. 10, starting from the
USS Intrepid. The team con-
tinued to the nation’s capital
where they made an appear-
ance at the British Embassy

and Pentagon 9/11 Memorial.
Each person will run at least
20 miles every day relay style
and finish at the Santa Monica
Pier in California, where Todd
plans to dive into the ocean for
a victory swim. Their arrival
date is currently slated for
Nov. 11.

As long and arduous as the
trek may be, motivation is high
among the team. Master
Gunnery Sgt. Charles
“Chunks” Padilla, the only U.S.
Marine on the team, is eager to
support the wounded warriors.

“Knowing that there’s
Marines downrange giving
their all; this is just my way of
helping the individuals and
Marines that are getting
injured,” Padilla said.

Though Todd wanted a
U.S. Marine on the team,
Padilla’s presence is rather
special, considering he
worked with Royal Marines
for three years, teaching their
mountain leader course.

“They’re a lot like us,
they’re animals, they’re war-
riors and they got the can-do
attitude,” he said.

As mind-boggling as the
crossing may seem, the men,

as well as the support staff,
are motivated and committed
to working as a cohesive team
to accomplish this worthy
goal. Even Ormrod, a triple
amputee, will run at least one
mile a day utilizing a prosthe-
sis designed specifically for
the journey.

With their “can-do” atti-
tudes, the team carries an
indomitable spirit.

“The mindset is there, so
everything else will follow,”
Padilla said.

However, difficulties are
not limited to keeping every-
one happy; the physical

implications of running
more than 3,500 miles can
also be extremely taxing.
Fortunately, the team has
acquired some help in the
form of Jules Payne, mother
of a Royal Marine, and a

PPFFCC.. CCHHRRIISSTTOOFFEERR  BBAAIINNEESS

Four of the six Gumpathon runners run up Massachusetts Ave. NW in their final push to
the British Embassy with two Royal Marine Commandos, Sept. 14, 2010. The Gumpathon
is a fundraiser aimed toward earning $1 million for three separate charities supporting the
well-being of American and British wounded warriors.

See RUN, B4

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

Staff Sgt. Rodrigo Gonzales, the range control supervisor of BEARMAT range control unit, checks wiring and interior parts
Wednesday at the Combat Center’s Auto Skills Center. Gonzales is part of Kai Hei Tai, the installation’s team in the Scion:
Battle of the Builds competition. Kai Hei Tai is the only finalist team for the Marine Corps.

Regional championship kicks off
PPFFCC..  SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

MARINE CORPS AIR
STATION YUMA, Ariz. –
Players’ spirits were hyped up
as the West Coast Regional

Championship kicked off
Monday at Marine Air
Station Yuma, Ariz. Every
Marine Corps installation on
the West Coast was repre-
sented by at least one team.

Twentynine Palms was

picked to play Marine Corps
Base Hawaii for the first game.

The Combat Center’s
team said they have been
looking forward to this
championship all season.

“We have been practicing

hard,” said Isaac Soloria, a
player for the team. “We
have a good team playing
with each other. We have a
lot of camaraderie, and we
understand each other.”

Like every team,
Twentynine Palms had a lot of
confidence and determination
to leave it all out on the field.

“We are going to give it
everything we have,” said
Soloria, a native of San Diego.

Hawaii came to regionals
as an undefeated team in their
division on the islands, said
coach Mauricio Piedrahita. “I
haven’t really seen what
Twentynine Palms is like, but
we are going to come out
here and play our game.”

The teams took their
positions on the field, and-
waited in anticipation for the
whistle’s blast, which sig-
naled the start of the game.

Neither team had played
against the other since the

PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  

Mario Delmoral [left], a player for the Twentynine Palms base soccer team, jumps over
a player from Marine Corps Base Hawaii who attempted to slide tackle him during a
game Monday night at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., soccer field. See SOCCER, B3

TThhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  pprreesseennttss  tthhee  
22001100  SSoouunnddss  ooff  FFrreeeeddoomm  RRoocckk  FFeessttiivvaall

ffeeaattuurriinngg  SSeeeetthheerr  aanndd  SSaalliivvaa
7 to 10:30 p.m. on Saturday at 
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field

PPlleeaassee  nnoo  oouuttssiiddee  ffoooodd,,  ddrriinnkkss  oorr  aallccoohhooll  aalllloowweedd
PPlleeaassee  bbrriinngg  yyoouurr  oowwnn  llaawwnn  cchhaaiirr  bbuutt  lleeaavvee  yyoouurr

ppeettss  aanndd  uummbbrreellllaass  aatt  hhoommee
TThhee  ccoonncceerrtt  iiss  ffrreeee,,  bbeeeerr  aanndd  ffoooodd  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee

ffoorr  ppuurrcchhaassee
FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccaallll  KKeelllleeyy  CCooee  aatt  883300--55008866



NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

“Get Low”
Rated PG-13

Based on a true story, “Get
Low” is the tale of a 1930s
Tennessee hermit with a
secret he wants to get off his
chest before he dies.

So Felix Bush plans his
own living funeral, a tri-
county event at which his
worldly goods will be
given away and the record
will be set straight…in
order that he can finally
rest in peace when the
time comes.

An outstanding cast
elevates the story beyond
the relatively modest dra-
matic elements of the
yarn itself. Robert Duvall
is outstanding as the can-
tankerous mountain man
around which town gossip

and tall tales swirl. Bill
Murray sprinkles a mas-
terful dollop of dry, per-
fectly measured humor to

his supporting role as the
funeral director commis-
sioned to stage the event.
Sissy Spacek is Felix’s old
flame, nursing an old
romantic wound.

Duvall has portrayed
dozens of colorful movie
characters and coots over
the past five decades, and
he makes Felix look, sound
and act like a naturally aged
composite of some of his
greatest creations. It’s as if
the swaggering lieutenant
colonel in “Apocalypse
Now,” the Indian-fighting
cattle wrangler from
“Lonesome Dove” and the
washed-up country singer
in “Tender Mercies” all
finally came home to roost
behind one long, scrappy,
scraggly beard.

Spacek seems quite at
home in the movie’s wood-
ed hills and winding hollers,
which look a lot like the
backdrop of many scenes
from “Coal Miner’s

Daughter,” in which she
memorably portrayed young
Loretta Lynn. The Oscar-
winning actress imparts a
finely nuanced Southern
elegance to the pivotal part
of Mattie Darrow, who long
ago left rural life – and Felix
– for the refinements of
civilization.

And Murray…well, he
almost steals the show as
the city-slicker undertaker
who at first sees Felix as
his ticket to a big payday,
but later comes to under-
stand the deeper signifi-
cance of the event he’s
been asked to stage and
promote. Lucas Black,
who 14 years ago played
the little boy, Frank, in
“Sling Blade,” is instru-
mental to moving the story
along as the funeral assis-
tant, a young father and
husband who wants to do
the right thing for his
eccentric client.

The specter of death
hangs heavy over this ten-
der tale of romance and
mystery. But that never
dampens the spirit of the
performances, which posi-
tively sparkle with
warmth, charm and
dimensions of character
that the actors coax from
quiet moments, small ges-
tures and gentle tones of
conversation. There’s
almost no shouting, only
one gunshot (and that’s a
warning fired into the air)
and a single physical alter-
cation that’s over almost
as quickly as it begins.

This is a tender, folksy
character study – a rarity
these days in Hollywood –
with an uplifting message
about the suffocating bur-
den of guilt, the power of
forgiveness and a love
that bridges life and
death. See it before it qui-
etly drifts away.

BB22  SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 2244,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

Liber t y Call

 Cinema 6  Showtimes Effective 
 9/24/10 -  9/30/10

 1 (760) 365-9633  w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps  (PG13)
 Everyday:  2:15,  6:00 9:00

 Legend Of The Guardians: The Owls Of Ga ‘Hoole  (PG)
 Everyday:  2:15, 4:30,  6:45, 9:00

 Easy A  (PG 13)
 Everyday:  2:15, 4:30,  6:45, 9:00

 The Town  (R)
 Everyday:  2:15, 4:30,  6:45, 9:00

Lower Desert

DDuunnggeenn  wwiitthh  MMiinnii  MMaannssiioonnss
Description: Visiting all the way from Swenden
When: 9 p.m. Friday, Sept. 24
OOuuttssiiddee  SShhooww:: EEaarrtthhlliinnggss  wwiitthh  AAllaaiinn  JJoohhaannnneess  aanndd
SSwweeeetthheeaadd
IInnssiiddee  SShhooww:: II  SSeeee  HHaawwkkss  iinn  LLAA
Description: The unique So. Cal. bands perform
When: 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information, call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

TThhee  2255tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  PPuuttnnaamm  CCoouunnttyy  SSppeelllliinngg  BBeeee
Description: Hilarious Tony winning comedy
When: 7 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays until Sept. 25
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Road, Twentynine Palms
For more information call 361-4151or visit
http://www.theatre29.com.

TThhee  SSoouunnddss  ooff  FFrreeeeddoomm  CCoonncceerrtt
Description: Seether and Saliva perform at the Combat
Center’s free concert
When: 7 to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Combat Center’s Lance Cpl.Torrey L. Gray Field
For more information call Kelley Coe at 830-5086.

DDaarryyll  HHaallll  &&  JJoohhnn  OOaatteess
Description:The 70’s, 80’s pop performers come to town
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 2
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

BBaacchhmmaann  &&  TTuurrnneerr
Description: The rock ‘n’ roll giants are reunited
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 16
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino Resort
46-200 Harrison Place, Coachella
For more information call 866-377-6829 or visit
http://www.spotlight29.com.

TTiimm  MMccGGrraaww
Description: The country star performs
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 16
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

GGllaaddyyss  KKnniigghhtt
Description: The classic soul/pop artist performs
When: 5 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 7
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon
For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

EExxccuurrssiioonnss  EEnnlliisstteedd  CClluubb
Fridays: Social food, 5 to 7 p.m.; Salsa dancing, 7 to 8
p.m.; Ladies’ night, 8 to 10 p.m.; DJ Vlad, 8 to 11 p.m.
Sundays: Football coverage, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Mondays: Monday Night Football, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays: Karaoke with DJ Gjettblaque, 8 to 10 p.m.

BBllooooddssttrriippeess  NNCCOO  CClluubb
Mondays: Monday Night Football, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays: Buffalo Wings, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

HHaasshhmmaarrkkss  2299  SSNNCCOO  CClluubb
Fridays: Dinner, full menu, 4:30 to 9 p.m., Social hour
5:30 p.m., DJ, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Monday-Friday: All Hands Lunch, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Mondays: Steak night, 5 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays: Dinner, full menu, 4:30 to 9 p.m.,
Karaoke, 5 to 7 p.m.

CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr’’ss  OOffffiicceerrss’’ CClluubb
Monday-Friday: Lunch served, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mondays: Steak night, 5 to 8 p.m.

For complete calendars, visit http://www.mccs29palms.com.

Combat Center Clubs

FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 2244
6 p.m. – Charlie St. Cloud, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – Eat Pray Love, Rated PG-13
Midnight – The Other Guys, Rated PG-13
SSaattuurrddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 2255
11 a.m. – Free Matinee, Shrek Forever After, Rated PG
2 p.m. – Cats and Dogs 2, Rated PG
SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 2266
11 a.m. – Nanny McPhee Returns, Rated PG
2 p.m. – Nanny McPhee Returns, Rated PG
5 p.m. – The Other Guys, Rated PG-13
7 p.m. – The Lottery Ticket, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – Scott Pilgrim vs The World, Rated PG-13
MMoonnddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 2277
4 p.m. – Cats and Dogs, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Vampire Sucks, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – Eat, Pray, Love, Rated PG-13
TTuueessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 2288
4 p.m. – Step Up 3, Rated PG-13
6 p.m. – Scott Pilgrim vs The World, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – The Lottery Ticket, Rated PG-13
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 2299
4 p.m. – Nanny McPhee Returns, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Charlie St. Cloud, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – The Other Guys, Rated PG-13
TThhuurrssddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 3300
4 p.m. – Nanny McPhee Returns, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Scott Pilgrim vs The World, Rated PG-13
7 p.m. – Dinner for Schmucks, Rated PG-13

Outstanding cast elevates ‘Get Low’

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO  

Felix Bush, played by Robert Duvall, is a hermit who wants to get a secret off his chest
before he dies.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO  

This is a tender character study with an uplifting mes-
sage about the suffocating burden of guilt.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Robert Duvall is outstand-
ing as Felix Bush, the can-
tankerous mountain man
around which town gossip
and tall tales swirl.
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Combat Center Sports

 Roger was a long time resident of Yucca Valley and a good 
 friend. He served our community for many years as a 
 Sheriff’s Sergeant. He will be missed by family and friends.

 Auction items: Tractors, implements, tractor parts, forklift, 
 hand & power tools, paint guns & accessories, trailers, 
 construction supplies, furniture, appliances and much, 
 much more.

 ROGER MELANSON
 ESTATE AUCTION

 Pope’s Auction
 Sat., Oct. 2nd

 Auction 11 A.M.
 Held at: 3022 Alta Ave., Yucca Valley, CA

 Any questions call:
 Rosemary: 760-819-1031

 10% Buyer’s Fee
 Auctioneer: Jack Pope

NNaammee:: Christopher Spurgeon
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Albertville, Ala.
UUnniitt:: Consolidated Material Support Center
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Supply administration and opera-
tions specialist
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Scored touchdowns in each
game, including a 2-point conversion
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: The thrill and
camaraderie that comes with the sport
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  aatthhlleetteess:: Keep your
head in the game.

Athlete of the Week

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

James Jones, a running back for the Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 Rhinos, gets tossed around by the
Headquarters Battalion Bulldogs defense Wednesday during a Combat Center’s Commanding General’s
Intramural Football League game. The Rhinos lost to the Bulldogs 26 to 10.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Jason Streets, quarterback for the Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374 Rhinos, scans downfield for an
open  receiver Wednesday at the Combat Center’s
Felix Field. The Rhinos lost to the Headquarters
Battalion Bulldogs 26 to 10.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

Charles Jefferson, the Headquarters Battalion Bulldogs quarterback, tries to evade
defenders Wednesday at Felix Field during their victory against the Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374 Rhinos. The Bulldogs won 26 to 10.

regional championship last
year. Both teams were enter-
ing the game nearly blind,
not knowing how their
opponent played.

The whistle finally blew
and Twentynine Palms took
the ball. Rene Renteria scored
within the first 15 minutes.

Because of the early goal,

Twentynine Palms grew a lit-
tle too confident, and to
their surprise, were scored
on shortly after that.

The game seemed to be a
ping pong match in the first
half as neither team could
get solid control of the field.

“We were having a hard
time adapting to their strate-
gy,” said Nathan Rohn, a
player for the Combat

Center. “They seemed to
always have two thirds of
their team on one half of
the field at all times. We
couldn’t adapt to the num-
bers they had against us.”

When half time rolled
around, both teams were
frustrated.

“We came out rusty, it
took a little bit for us to get
comfortable with each other
again,” said Misker Derseh,
the coach of the Twentynine
Palms team.

As the second half started,
the entire style of play on the
team changed. Twentynine
Palms played with more
finesse and patience than dur-
ing the previous half. The team
played with control and domi-
nated the second half, ending
the game with a narrow victo-
ry of 4-3 in favor of
Twentynine Palms. The Hawaii
team left the field, bidding
adieu to its undefeated ranking.

“The second half we got
better, but we expect to get a
lot better as the tournament
goes on,” Derseh said. “I
expect good things. Once
we click again, we can play
to the level I know we can.”

The first game ended
and Twentynine Palms
claimed their first victory.
Twentynine Palms has never
won a regional champi-
onship, and have high
hopes for this tournament.

SOCCER, from B1

PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN

AJ Wilson, a goalkeeper on the Twentynine Palms base
team saves a goal during a game against Marine Corps
Base Hawaii Monday night at Marine Corps Air Station
Yuma, Ariz. soccer field.



BB44  SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 2244,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms
 Service Department

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 9-30-10* 
 See dealer for details.

 We service  We service  We service 
 all makes  all makes  all makes 

 and models and models and models
 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 1-760- 367-1919

 10% 10% 10%
 MILITARY  MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY! 
 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 WASH 

 W/30-60-90K 
 SERVICE

 FREE  RIDE FROM BASE  • MILITARY DISCOUNT FREE  RIDE FROM BASE  • MILITARY DISCOUNT

 72878 29 Palms Hwy. Twentynine Palms

 THE LARGEST SELECTION OF  THE LARGEST SELECTION OF  THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 
 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN THE HIGH DESERT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN THE HIGH DESERT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN THE HIGH DESERT

 Open 7 Days

 Open 7 Days

 Open 7 Days

 A Week
 A Week
 A Week

 #8S027219 #8S027219

 29 Palms 29 Palms 29 Palms
 Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week • Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM! GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM! GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM!

 FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE
 FREE CARFAX REPORT! FREE CARFAX REPORT! FREE CARFAX REPORT!

 WE MAKE IT EASY AT WE MAKE IT EASY AT WE MAKE IT EASY AT

 # 7W163465 # 7W163465  $7,888 $7,888

 07 FORD FOCUS

 GAS  GAS  GAS 
 SAVER SAVER SAVER

 # P6402A # P6402A  $21,888 $21,888

 06 DODGE RAM 1500

 MEGA MEGA MEGA
 CAB CAB CAB

 #A5125493

 10 FORD MUSTANG

 $18,888 $18,888

 LIKE  LIKE  LIKE 
 NEW NEW NEW

 03 FORD EXPEDITION

 # C12853 # C12853  $12,888 $12,888

 LOADED LOADED LOADED

 07 FORD MUSTANG GT

 # 75317091 # 75317091  $19,888 $19,888

 26,000  26,000  26,000 
 MILES MILES MILES

 # P6484 # P6484  $10,888 $10,888

 09 FORD FOCUS

 AFFORDABLE AFFORDABLE AFFORDABLE

 VALUE CARS

 # 8N429544 # 8N429544  $16,888 $16,888

 08 NISSAN ALTIMA

 NICE NICE NICE

 07 SUZUKI XL7

 #106129 #106129

 FAMILY  FAMILY  FAMILY 
 SIZE SIZE SIZE

 # P6430 # P6430  $12,888 $12,888

 07 TOYOTA COROLLA

 GAS  GAS  GAS 
 SAVER SAVER SAVER

 $16,888 $16,888

 08 FORD FUSION

 #8R223630 #8R223630

 FAMILY  FAMILY  FAMILY 
 SIZE SIZE SIZE

 $13,888 $13,888
 08 HONDA CIVIC

 #8L005204 #8L005204

 GAS  GAS  GAS 
 SAVER SAVER SAVER

 $14,888 $14,888
 06 DODGE CHARGER

 #6H141610 #6H141610

 LOADED LOADED LOADED

 $13,888 $13,888

  FAX  (760) 367-4430

physical therapist that special-
izes in preventative and post
injury care. The responsibility
of keeping the runners fit to
run falls on her capable hands.
She’s also pulling double-duty
as the RV driver for the first
few hundred miles of the trip.

“At one point we were lost try-
ing to find a campsite, and a lady
went out of her way 20-odd miles

to get us there,” Payne said. “She
just said ‘follow me.’”

With motivation high and a
capable team behind the effort,
the Gumpathon team is bound
for California. During a speech at
the British Embassy in
Washington, Todd said complet-
ing the voyage will be a colossal
achievement, but what truly mat-
ters is the fundraising efforts to
support our wounded warriors.

To donate, text “GUMP” to

50555 or visit http://www.gump
athon.com. Running enthusiasts
can also go out and show support
by tracking their progress via the
Gumpathon website.

“Our pain will help reduce that
of others,” Todd said. “We will be
in pain for two-and-a-bit months,
but guys like Mark will be in pain
for the rest of their lives. So that’s
the sacrifice we make, and the sac-
rifice we want people to make is
that $10 here, $10 there.”

RUN, from B1

PPFFCC.. CCHHRRIISSTTOOFFEERR  BBAAIINNEESS

The Gumpathon team, U.S. and Royal Marines and Marine Corps Marathon race director Rick
Nealis pose for a photo in front of the National Museum of the Marine Corps, Sept. 15, 2010.
The runners' sixth day will take them from Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va., to
Charlottesville, Va.

PPFFCC.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  

AJ Wilson, a goalkeeper for the Twentynine Palms base soccer team, scored
a goal for the first time in his Marine Corps soccer career during a regional
game against Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., Tuesday at MCAS
Yuma’s field.Wilson was pulled out of the goal and put in a forward field posi-
tion.Wilson had never played in the field and was on the opposite side of the
field from where he is most comfortable. He was on the field no longer than
three minutes when the ball was crossed into the center of Yuma’s goal, and
Wilson scored the goal on a rebound after a blocked shot by the goalkeep-
er. “I was on cloud nine,” Wilson said. “It was crazy. There’s nothing like the
feeling of scoring a goal.” Twentynine Palms won the game, 4-2.

Goalkeeper scores on Yuma’s team
Soccer spotlight


