
April 12, 2013                                                              Since  1957                                                                   Vol. 57  Issue 14

Tevin Speight and Catherine Oliva-Speight are
not the typical Marine Corps couple. They were
together for two and a half years before
Catherine became a Marine. Catherine graduat-
ed from boot camp on February 28, 2012.
Once Catherine started her career, she married
Tevin. They got married on January 4.

A DAY IN
BOOTS

Chaplains tour Helmand province

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan
— A new chaplain had just been assigned
to a Marine infantry unit in Vietnam in
1967 when his unit was ambushed. At one
point, a young Marine fell mortally
wounded. The chaplain ran to his side to
offer the man last rites.

As the chaplain said his prayers, the
man looked up at him and said, “Thank
you, Father. I was an altar boy.” The
Marine died less than ten minutes later.

This is the story Navy Capt.
Francis Foley, the 3rd Marine Aircraft
Wing chaplain, heard from the Naval
Academy chaplain when he visited the
school as a young parish priest in
1983. From that point forward, Foley
knew he wanted to be a Navy chaplain
so he could have the opportunity to

provide services to service members
on the front lines of combat.

Foley joined Cmdr. Michael Williams,
the Regimental Combat Team 7 chap-
lain, on a two-week tour of the smaller
bases in the RCT-7 area of operations to
provide Easter services and counseling
starting March 23.

These smaller bases often do not have
chapels or a chaplain so religious services
are not always conducted regularly.

“The greatest part is that we are able
to provide for a need that is there,” said
Williams, from Kodiak, Alaska. “It’s not
something we have to provide, but a need
that the Marines [and other service mem-
bers] have.”

Foley is in Afghanistan for only a
few weeks to help with Easter servic-
es for Catholics, but he said the trip is
not an accident.

SSGGTT..  NNEEDD  JJOOHHNNSSOONN

Navy Capt. Francis Foley, a Catholic priest and the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing
chaplain, reads a prayer during an Easter Mass in Camp Leatherneck March 30.

SSggtt.. NNeedd  JJoohhnnssoonn
1st Marine Division

See CCHHAAPPLLAAIINN page A5

Marines with the Marine Corps Mountain
Warfare Training Center’s Winter Mountain
Leaders Course 2-13 in Bridgeport, Calif.,
conducted a land navigation exercise near the

ski-lift training area April 2.
The WMLC is designed to train Marines to become sub-

ject matter experts in cold weather operations. The winter
mountain operations teach Marines to conduct enhanced
movement, control of fires, intelligence gathering, sustain-
ment and force protection in complex snow and ice cov-
ered terrain.

“The Marines are constantly moving, learning and deal-
ing with the elements,” said Staff Sgt. Keola Lee, chief
instructor, Mountain Leaders Course. “Everybody gets
humbled out here.”

The 25 students, from corporal to captain, geared up on
skis and began traversing the terrain to find eight-digit grid
coordinates given to them by their instructors. The stu-
dents are training to be advisors to a commanding officer
and his staff whenever their unit is deployed in snowy
mountainous terrain.

“If you look at the map, multiple countries have moun-
tainous terrain and those passes are often used as ship to

‘War Dogs’
come home

SSttoorriieess  aanndd  pphhoottooss  CCppll..WWiilllliiaamm  JJ..JJaacckkssoonn
Combat Correspondent

Catherine: When I joined, I honestly
thought we were going to break up. You
see the commercials and where the Marine
Corps can take you but I was afraid of
where my relationship would end up.
Tevin: I didn’t know whether I wanted to
put any effort in the relationship or not at
first but I am glad I did. It’s working out
in my favor.
Catherine: It is funny because I’ll say
Marine Corps jargon and he won’t under-
stand anything I am saying.

Tevin: I was worried because the day I
terminated my lease, I found out there
was a chance she was going to deploy in
April and I was getting here in March.

I didn’t want her to leave but she was
saying she wanted to and it’s what she
trains for, she was giving me the whole
nine on why she wanted to go.
Catherine: I was really lucky because I had
my car at school and he had family that
lived right outside the gates in Augusta,
Ga., so I could see him on the regular.

See HHEERR  BBOOOOTTSS page A5

Elevation, skis humble leaders

See WWMMLLCC page A5

Marines with 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
returned to a cheering crowd of families and loved ones
during their homecoming event at Del Valle Field Tuesday.

The field had been occupied by 2/7’s fans for hours
prior to their arrival. The crowd faced intense winds and
clouds of dust blew into the air as they waited for the bat-
talion’s return.

The Marines marched from the battalion’s armory to the
field where they were greeted with celebration. Some
Marines were nearly knocked over as loved ones tackled
them with a hug.

For some families it was a first deployment, but for oth-
ers it was a well-known part of life in the Marine Corps.

Chelsea Meares was in attendance at the event to welcome
her husband, Lance Cpl. Aaron Meares, a mortarman with
Weapons Company, 2/7. In their three years of marriage,
they have faced two deployments together. She says her

experience with the military has made it easier, but it feels
good to have him back.

The battalion returned from a seven-month deployment
to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. During their deployment, they provided support
to Afghan National Forces and trained them to become
self-sufficient in the fight against the Taliban.

They were replaced in their mission overseas by 3rd
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, who deployed in March.

CCppll.. AAllii  AAzziimmii
Combat Correspondent

CCPPLL..  AAZZII  AAZZIIMMII

Lance Cpl. Travis Titchenell, mortarman, 2nd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, is welcomed home by his family
during the battalion's homecoming at Del Valle Field
Tuesday.

More homecoming photos on page A6

Lance Cpl. James Robbins, infantryman, Company G,
2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, and Cpl. Corey
Sammons, team leader, Co. F, 2/3, prepare to fire dur-
ing a biathlon April 3.

Her

Scout skiers conduct biathlon

Marines with 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine
Regiment, competed in a biathlon, a sport that
combines cross-country skiing and shooting,
during the Scout Skiers Course held at the

Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center in
Bridgeport, Calif., April 3.

Before the Marines began the biathlon, they completed a
10 hour movement through the snow-covered Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest, from Landing Zone Robin to Range
1100. For most of the Marines, it was their first time on skis.

“All this week we’ve been teaching them route selection,
avalanche avoidance and how to ski,” said Staff Sgt. Richard
Sweetman, chief instructor, Scout Skiers Course. “They find
the route that a company or battalion can get up to get to

See BBIIAATTHHLLOONN page A2

1st Lt. Ross Pospisil, platoon commander, Company A, 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, skis up a mountain pass
near the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center's skylift training area April 2. Pospisil conducted land
navigation during the Winter Mountain Leaders Course. Graduates of the course will become Mountain Warfare
Combat Instructor certified and be an assest to their commanding officer.

CCPPLL..  WWIILLLLIIAAMM  JJAACCKKSSOONN
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PUSHING

LIMITS

By Lance Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya



OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guid-
ance prohibits service members from
patronizing the following locations. This
order applies to all military personnel.

In Oceanside:
- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,

Oceanside, Calif., 92054
- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,

Oceanside, Calif., 92054 

In San Diego:
- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.
- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.
- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
- Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:
- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.
- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following
locations.

In Twentynine Palms:
- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.
- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.
- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:
- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff ’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.

In Palm Springs:
- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Center’s official website
at http://www.29palms.marines.mil
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CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall  - Maj. Gen. David H. Berger 
PPuubblliicc  AAffffaaiirrss  OOffffiicceerr - Capt. Nick Mannweiler
DDeeppuuttyy  PPuubblliicc  AAffffaaiirrss  OOffffiicceerr - 1st Lt. Sin Y. Kook
PPuubblliicc  AAffffaaiirrss  CChhiieeff  - Gunnery Sgt. Leo A. Salinas
PPrreessss  CChhiieeff - Cpl. Sarah Dietz
EEddiittoorr//LLaayyoouutt,,  DDeessiiggnn - Cpl. D. J. Wu

CCoorrrreessppoonnddeennttss
Cpl. William J. Jackson
Cpl. Ali Azimi
Lance Cpl. Lauren A. Kurkimilis
Lance Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya

SUDOKU 2872-M
ACROSS 
1. Tourney type 
5. Tent securer 
10. “Don’ t look __!”
14. Twistable cookie 
15. 1998 animated 

Disney film 
16. __-Pei (wrinkly dog) 
17. 1991 Bette Midler 

stag movie? 
19. Hospital fluids 
20. Mineo of moviedom 
21. __ Claire, WI 
22. Mos. when World 

Series begin 
23. Reductions in night 

lighting, in wartime 
27. Pocket jingler 
29. Sked guess 
30. Riga resident 
32. Tiny amount 
33. Deuce or trey 
35. Santa’s landing area 
37. Zesty dip 
40. Jai __ 
41. Sudden burst 
43. Watch over 
44. “__ luck!”
46. Culinary direction 
47. “Zounds!”
48. Brewery stock 
50. Mt. Rushmore’s 

state: Abbr.
52. Luau instrument 
53. Had on 

56. Ticked off
58. Anderson of “WKRP”
59. Hoopster Erving,

familiarly 
61. Make zigzags, maybe 
62. “The joke’s __!”
63. 1990 Robert De 

Niro stag movie? 
68. Baseball’s Musial 
69. Give the slip to 
70. Word on Irish stamps 
71. “Getting warmer,” e.g.
72. Passover dinner 
73. Lab procedure 
DOWN 
1. Sock-in-the-gut grunt 
2. Debate side 
3. Sonnet’s conclusion? 
4. “False!”
5. Ore processors 
6. Rub-a-dub-dub site 
7. Natural emollient 
8. Eskimo craft 
9. Came after 
10. Business partner 
11. 1996 Jim Carrey 

stag movie? 
12. Retail centers 
13. Rub out 
18. Do a trucker's job 
23. Stick-on design 
24. Author Calvino 
25. 1976 Dustin Hoffman 

stag movie? 
26. Subway map points 

28. Soph. and jr.
31. Track tipsters 
34. Space out 
36. Mexican artist Kahlo 
38. Viper, for one 
39. Tacked on 
42. Go to a new school 
45. Well-put 

49. Marsh plants 
51. “Trick” joint 
53. Walk through water 
54. Loren’s husband 
55. Teed off
57. Little hooter 
60. “The Grapes of

Wrath” family name 

64. HST’s successor 
65. Get prone 
66. “__ longa, vita brevis”
67. Several reps, in the gym 

See answers on page A5MOVIES

Whatever you’re looking for, you
can find it in the

Observation Post
Classified section

ARES HUNTER JIMENEZ
Born on: March 28, 2013
Born to: Miguelangel and Brianna Jimenez

REMINGTON JOHN SEDELMAIER
Born on: March 27, 2013
Born to: Justin and Amber Sedelmaier

ARCHER WILLIAM MASON
Born on: March 5, 2013
Born to: Lazarus and Andrea Mason

MELODY JEM MOBLEY
Born on: March 27, 2013
Born to: Jacob and Mianne Mobley

JAYLEN NATHANIEL JACKSON
Born on: March 25, 2013
Born to: Kian Jackson and Ashley Kennedy

FIONA ASKAL BOYD
Born on: March 22, 2013
Born to: Markus and Alemtschay Boyd

MARCELO GIOVANI MIYASAKI
Born on: March 22, 2013
Born to: Doni and Leanne Miyasaki

EMMA BELLE LOPEZ
Born on: March 20, 2013
Born to: Kevin and Benazir Lopez

GAVIN LOUIS JOHN GRENIES 
Born on: March 18, 2013
Born to: Jason and Judy Grenies

MASON IAN JENKINS
Born on: March 18, 2013
Born to: Devin and Amber Jenkins

EMMA SUSANN BROOKS
Born on: March 18, 2013
Born to: Tylor and Terry Brooks

VALENCIA SARA ROSADO
Born on: March 14, 2013
Born to: Andres and Nagma Rosado

PEYTON SCOTT BISHOP
Born on: March 15, 2013
Born to: Brandan and Jana Bishop

JENSEN CHRISTOPHER BISHOP
Born on: March 13, 2013
Born to: Jeffrey and Malory Bishop

ETHAN JAMES DEAN
Born on: March 11, 2013
Born to: Gordon and Amy Dean

LEXI RAE GUTIERREZ
Born on: March 10, 2013
Born to: Benjamin and Faye Gutierrez

BIRTH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

More than a hundred motorcycle riders filled
the seats of the Combat Center’s Sunset Cinema
as part of a 1st Marine Division motorcycle ride.
The division, along with Semper Ride, teamed
up with the Star Motorcycle School to give
Marines a day of riding and instruction.

Star Motorcycle School, an award-winning
advanced riding school that provides training
nation-wide, teamed up with 1st MarDiv for the
event for the first time ever.

Unfortunately the ride was canceled due to
Twentynine Palm’s blaring wind conditions but
the riders were able to go one-on-one with their
command and professional rider Jason
Pridmore about riding in the Corps.

The event started with unconventional
motorcycle video projected over the theater’s
white screen. Marines and sailors in the audience
witnessed stunts in the dirt and laps around a
race track performed by Marines at Marine

Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., as part of
the Star Motorcycle School’s camp. The motor-
cycle camp gives patrons instruction on and off
road by professional riders. More than a few
Marines in the crowd expressed interest in par-
ticipating in such a camp at the Combat Center
when Maj. Gen. Ronald Bailey, commanding
general, 1st Marine Division, stepped out to
speak with them. Bailey took the time to speak
to the riders individually and as a group.

“This course is important. (Marines) partic-
ipating in it is important,” Bailey said address-
ing the crowd. “The Semper Ride program is
not about me, it’s about you. Helping you,
improving you. Doing things and making you a
better rider.”

In addition to stating his confidence  in the
program and in the Marines, he asked every
rider present to take a pledge to be safe, sober
and responsible riders.

“I want (Marines) to have the courage to do
the right thing all the time,” Bailey added. “Be
courageous and do the right thing.”

Bringing together 1st MarDiv Riders

Semper RIDE

CCppll.. AAllii  AAzziimmii
Combat Correspondent

Combat Center
motorcycle riders
came together for 1st
Marine Division's
Blue Diamond Ride
April 9, 2013. The day
provided instruction
from professional
rider, Jason
Pridmore, and Maj.
Gen. Ronald Bailey,
1st Marine Division
Commanding
General.

their objectives. Scout skiers are able to get up on ridges to
watch their areas. Mainly, (the course) is about route selec-
tion for the companies to get them out of avalanche areas.”

The three week course pushes Marines to their limits
and teaches the basics of scout skiing so they can go back
to the units and serve as pathfinders during 2/3’s final
Mountain Exercise.

“We are constantly on the skis so we’re going to teach
them about the terrain and the dangers of avalanches,”
said Lance Cpl. Luis Villalpando, assistant platoon leader,
Company F, 2/3. “They should always be pushing them-
selves to strive for success. It’s a mental game.”

During the biathlon the Marines skied more than four
miles and fired their weapons in the standing, kneeling and
prone positions. The 10 hour movement and four hours
of sleep in a 48 hour timeframe was a means of inducing
stress before they stepped up to the firing line.

“They’re doing pretty good,” Sweetman said. “They’re
getting beat up just from the elevation from Hawaii to
here. They’ve got a good attitude about it.”

As the Marines took a day to compete against each
other, their main goal was to be comfortable in a stressful
environment. Every moment counts towards survival.

“I’ve learned how to survive using the fundamentals,”
Villalpando said. “Once you get the basics down, it gets a
little easier. It’s tough, especially when you’re on skis. It’s
definitely a challenge.”

Visit the official 
MCAGCC facebook page at
http://www.facebook.com/

thecombatcenter

Hey Combat Center fans –
Spread the word! 

The Combat Center has its
own Flickr photo and video

streams. Find them at
http://www.flickr.com/

thecombatcenter.

Hey Combat Center fans –
Spread the word! 

The Combat Center has its own
YouTube channel. Find it at

http://www.youtube.com/user/
Combat CenterPAO.

BIATHLON, from A1
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Providence, Rhode Island,

> Some junior Marines will log me into the duty book and just put chief
warrant officer and not put the 3. A lot of them don't know how to read the
warrant officer rank. So, I’ll ask them, “Hey, what rank do you think I am?”
and they’ll say, “Uh … I don’t know, sir.” I just laugh. It’s a good chance for
them to learn what the ranks look like.
> We get 4,000-5,000 students here (at the Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics School) every year.
> I moved to Phoenix when I was 17 and that’s when I joined the
Marine Corps.
> I dropped out of high school when we were living in Rhode Island and
it took me a few months to realize the mistake I had made. We moved to
Phoenix around the beginning of the school year and I re-enrolled in school.
After I graduated, I decided to join.
> It was the right thing to do. My uncle was in the Army but besides
that, no one else had been in the military. I wanted to make sure I was doing
the right thing for my life.
> I joined 20 years ago and my thought was that when I got out I would
have the G.I. Bill and that I could take college classes at night time. Things
didn’t exactly go as I had thought. In my first enlistment, I think I took two

college classes and then I got stationed in Hawaii and took a couple more but that was it for a while. It wasn’t until I was a staff sergeant stationed in Yuma that I
decided I needed to (go back to school) for myself. I finished my bachelors degree in 2011.
> I met my wife at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C. She was a legal clerk. We met through a friend of mine and we’ve been married for almost 18 years.
> My wife did her four years and then decided to get out. We decided it would be better for our family if we only had one parent in (the Marine Corps.) We’ve
got two boys; a 16-year-old and a 12-year-old; Christopher and Matthew.
> She keeps me in check. We’re kind of that typical story that’s not supposed to work out but it did because we wanted it to. I was a corporal and she was a
lance corporal when we met early in 1985 and we got married in 1995. We were young and we got married quickly, at the Jacksonville City Court House. Obviously,
it was meant to be and we just knew it.
> I went to the warrant officer course in January of 2007 and since that time, I have not lived with my family full-time. After I graduated, I got stationed in Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., and they stayed in Yuma. She had her job, we had a house, the kids were in school and I was about to deploy, so we decided
that would be best.
> I deployed and stayed with 1st Marine Division for about 45 months and then when it came time to move again, there was an opening here at Twentynine
Palms so I took the position.
> Communication is what makes it work. It also helps that she has the Marine Corps background. I can talk to her about certain things and she just gets it. She
even reads the Marine Corps Times so she can keep abreast of the issues. She’s a strong woman, so that helps us a lot.
> About a year ago, my wife got a promotion that brought her to Phoenix. Since my parents live there, we were planning to settle there eventually anyways. So,
we moved the family up there, the kids are in school and now they’re just waiting until I retire so I can come home. I retire in November.
> My son Christopher just got accepted in to the National Honor Society, so he’s a smart kid. I could say “He got his smarts from me,” but my wife would
strongly disagree.
> Matthew is really big into skateboarding. That’s his passion and he’s really pretty good. Matthew has a bit more guts than his older brother and apparently you
have to have more guts to ride a skateboard than a bike. At least that’s what I found out from talking to the kids at the skate park.
> He’s actually taken his skateboard off of a seven-foot shed, which is crazy to me. I’m scared just trying to ride around on that thing.
> They’re both very caring kids and neither one of them have grown away from mom and dad yet. So, they still talk to us and tell us what’s going on. I only get
to see them two days of the week so, it’s nice that they still want to spend time with us.
> In my free time, I try to play catch up. When you only have Saturday and Sunday to spend with your family, you try to make the best of it. I don’t want to go
play golf or anything like that because that’s just time that’s taken away from my family.
> I call it being deployed in garrison because I don’t get to see the people I love Monday through Friday.
> People like me have an interesting outlook on the Marine Corps. When I first joined, there was no Global War on Terror Medal. That didn’t start until 2001,
after 9/11. I had about ten years in the Marine Corps where it was a smaller budget and smaller numbers. Then we moved to the GWOT and things changed.
Everything ramped up. Now it seems that we’re going back to how it was before. There are a lot of people who have been in for 10 or 12 years that don’t know
what it was like before. We’re coming up into a Corps where we are going to have to work harder with less. We’ll have to work not just harder, but smarter too.

John

WHAT I’VE LEARNED

LEWANDOWSKI IS THE

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

AT MCCES AND SAYS THE

ONE THING THAT KEEPS HIM

CLOSE WITH HIS FAMILY

WHILE HE LIVES APART FROM

THEM, IS COMMUNICATION.

LEWANDOWSKI

Interviewed by Lance Cpl. Lauren A. Kurkimilis
April 3, 2013

communications director, 39
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M
arines and sailors with 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion’s main
body said goodbye to family members and loved ones before their
buses arrived during the battalion’s deployment to Afghanistan in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom April 5.

3rd CEB is replacing 2nd CEB, which is based out
of Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.

The battalion’s mission is to provide direct combat engineer support to the
ground combat element, Regimental Combat Team 7.

The direct combat engineer support is going to help the transition of author-
ity from the U.S. forces and the (International Security Assistance Force) over to
the Afghan National Security Forces. Engineering support includes route clear-
ance and maintenance, construction and other vital enabling missions.

Families gathered to take photos and get their last minute hugs before
their loved ones boarded the bus. For some Marine families, the event was
a new and bittersweet milestone in their Marine Corps experience.

“The families are an integral component to the success of our Marines and
sailors,” said Erika Capistran, family readiness officer, 3rd CEB. “If our Marines
and sailors know they are being supported, they can be free of worry and
accomplish their mission.”

They waved good bye while the busses turned onto Del Valle as the Marines
with 3rd CEB began their journey to Afghanistan.

“The hardest part of watching the Marines deploy is seeing their families
cry,” Capistran said. “Marine Corps families are tough, proud and resilient. We
know its part of the territory. However, it's never easy seeing your Marine leave.”

Cpl. William J. Jackson
Combat Correspondent

1 2

[1] Danielle Champagne holds her daughter, Jayden, 5, as her husband
Cpl. Bruce Champagne, Headquarters and Service Company, 3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion, gets on the bus during the battalion's deploy-
ment to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom April 5.
[2] Sgt. Vincent Reynoso, platoon sergeant, Company B, 3rd CEB,
says goodbye to his daughter, Luna, during the battalion's deployment
to Afghanistan in support of OEF April 5.
[3] Gunnery Sgt. Jason Bloomfield, communications chief, H&S Co., 3rd
CEB, hugs his son, Steven, 16, and his daughter Kimberly, 14, before he
deploys to Afghanistan April 5.
[4] Arianna Yannetta holds her son, Kayden, 1, as her husband Lance
Cpl. Steve Yannetta, field wireman, B Co., 3rd CEB, gets on the bus
during the battalion's deployment to Afghanistan in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom April 5.
[5] Lance Cpl. Steve Yannetta, field wireman, Company B, 3rd CEB,
embraces his son, Kayden, 1, and his wife, Arianna, before he deploys
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom April 5.

The Combat Center has its own YouTube chanel 
Find it at 

http://www.youtube.com/user/Combat CenterPAO.
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LANCE CPL. ALEJANDRO BEDOYACPL. WILLIAM J. JACKSON

CPL. WILLIAM J. JACKSON CPL. WILLIAM J. JACKSON CPL. WILLIAM J. JACKSON

 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!
 56445 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This W eek’s Spotlight Church

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS
 PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 Sun. 10:30 A.M &  6:00 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119
 www.skyviewchapel.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School & Eucharist  10:00 am 
 Sunday Gospel Meditation  9:00 am
 Weds. Morning Prayer  7:30 am

 “We are baptized into ministry.”
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

 www.stmartinschurch29.org  (760) 367-7133

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 6414 Split Rock Ave.,    760-367-7561           www.fbc29.org
 SUNDAY SERVICES:
 Sunday School   9:15 a.m. 
 Worship  10:30 a.m.
 Youth  5:00 pm 
 Evening Service  6:00 p.m.
 MIDWEEK  SERVICE:
 Wednesday   6:00 p.m.
 Nursery care available all services

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 8:30 AM (T raditional )
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM • WORSHIP 11:00 AM (Blended)

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms

Pastor Titus R. Burns
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

 Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School Child Care

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
 760-361-0086 

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

 Jane L. Crase, Priest
 Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

 Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m. 
 Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

 The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
 WELCOMES YOU

 St. Joseph Of Arimathea
 56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley

 (760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

 Yucca Valley Center for 
 Spiritual Living

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott

 Sunday Celebration 10 AM
 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

 760-365-2205
 yvcsl.org

 73331 Sullivan Rd • 29 Palms
 (760) 367-9973

 Welcoming New Interim Pastor 
 Rev. Richard Varnell

 Sunday 10:30am

 Marine Families Welcome 
 Super Kids Program

 http://107046.agchurches.org 

 First Assembly of God

 Spread the Word!
 �

 Promote your services in our
 Join Us in Worship Section

 Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*
 *Star/Trail/OP/Star

 Please call Mindie at
 (760) 365-3315

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 Sun. 10:30 A.M &  6:00 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119
 www.skyviewchapel.org

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This column sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 Roberta Paetow
 Wauwatosa, WI

 Betty “Samara” Szymanski
 Yucca Valley

 I am extremely upset by the Associated Press report 
 Saturday (April 5).  Please read this disturbing press 
 release:
 “The Texas Supreme Court has ruled that bereaved 
 dog owners can’t sue for emotional damages when 
 someone else is to blame for the death of a pet.  A 
 Fort Worth family had challenged the law after an 
 animal shelter mistakenly euthanized their Labrador 
 retriever in 2009.  
 Justice Don Willet noted in his opinion the heartache 
 wrought by “Old Yeller.”  But he said that “the 
 human-animal bond, while undeniable” doesn’t 
 elevate to collecting money for grief.”
 What a terrible decision.  Maybe I should write “what 
 a frightening decision.”
 Explain that decision to my friend, Martha.  Explain 
 that decision to my dear, dear friend of many years, 
 Roberta.  Explain that decision to Shannon.  Explain 
 that decision to Claudia.  Explain that decision to my 
 friends Harry and Nora.  Explain that insensitive and 
 frighteningly wrong decision to my dear friend 
 Muffin.  I could go on and on and on.
 I am almost 88 years old and have served as a 
 clergyman for much of that time.  I know first-hand 
 the traumatic impact of the death of a beloved pet.
 When my wife of almost 40 years physically died I 
 was distraught.  When my son at 39 suddenly and 
 unexpectedly physically died I was crushed.  And I 
 tell you truly that when our beloved dog “Cookie” 
 physically died last year the pain was much the 
 same.
 The Texas Supreme Court was wrong, wrong, 
 wrong.
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Visit the 
official 

MCAGCC facebook
page at 

http://www.facebook.com
/thecombatcenter

“The extraordinary thing is that I have met Marines who I talked to that immediately
said, ‘I have wanted to talk to a priest,’” Foley said. “If I hadn’t been to Now Zad or
many of these other places, these Marines would not have had the opportunity, and I
believe God wants me here.”

Foley said he met two Marines who want to be baptized and one Marine who wants to
get married after the deployment. He gave them the information they needed and his con-
tact information so he could help them when they return stateside.

Foley went to seminary at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Lower Marion, Penn.,
and was a parish priest in Philadelphia before he became a Navy chaplain. Williams
attended Denver Seminary and was an associate pastor before he joined the Navy. The
two men are similar in many ways, including their love for Marines and their desire to
help them.

“I have always loved the military, and I love the Marines,” Williams said. “The esprit
de corps and the warrior spirit is something that I really enjoy.”

Both agreed the most difficult part of being a chaplain in Afghanistan is the amount
of traveling that is necessary to assist service members. Foley is going back to 3rd
MAW near the end of the month, but Williams will continue to travel to each base
across RCT-7’s area of operations and establish relationships with service members.

“It’s not easy because we don’t spend a lot of time at these bases with the Marines,”
Williams said. “But there will be more travel in the future and I thank God that I have had
this chance.”

CHAPLAIN, from A1

No one wanted us together at first so we had to hide it for awhile but eventually everyone
accepted it and we saw each other the time while I was at MOS school.
Tevin: This is the longest time we spent together, at one time, in the four years we have been
together. I want to experience more of my marriage before she deploys.

I don’t want her to deploy, but at the same time, this is her career and she has to do what
she has to do. I’m not going to distract her.
Catherine: My first opportunity to deploy, I was all for it. I looked at it as an opportunity to
learn my job.

I told myself in my head that I was ready to go but I wasn’t sure if I wanted to leave him.
I was crying, telling him this is what I have to do.
I did have a lot of worries about leaving him because he was just getting out here.
He’s getting the hang of it and starting to use words that I use. I’ll catch him saying things

like ‘MOS’ and at first he didn’t even know what that meant.
I’ll come home and talk to him like he is a Marine and he’s not used to that.

Tevin: When it comes to her being a Marine, I’m glad she is able to turn it on and off.
I’m just worried about something happening to her. I don’t want anything to happen to

her at all.
I enjoyed the (Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 1) Jayne Wayne Day activities. I

feel like I would be a good Marine and doing those things let me get a taste of it.
As far as everything I see Marines doing, it seems to be pretty cool. I consider everything

to be an experience.
The simulator opened my eyes. I could tell that if you were in that situation, you can’t just

go out firing your weapon, you have to be aware of your surroundings.
She came home saying I was going to be mad at her because she signed me up for Jayne

Wayne Day. Once she said I get a chance to shoot guns, I was all about it.
When I went to a shooting range in North Carolina, I missed every shot with a pistol and

that’s when I knew I needed to work on my accuracy. The first time I ever fired a rifle was at
Jayne Wayne Day.

It was cool getting to be in her shoes. I respect everything she does.
Catherine: Before I got married, I talked to the only other female I know who is married to a
male who has nothing to do with the military and she said she loves it.

To balance it out, I’m going to let him start making choices like where our next duty sta-
tion is going to be.

The good thing is, no matter where I end up, I know he will be by my side.
Tevin: It’s different being a male dependent but I have no doubts, I am very happy.

Before I came out here, I had never flown on a plane before. I was leaving everything behind.
I wanted to better our relationship. That’s why I am here.
All my stuff was sent to our new house before I got out here so there was no turning

back even if I wanted to.
I left my job, my apartment but it was all worth it.
She would try to convince with me benefits and stuff but all I wanted was to be with her.

When she first left (for boot camp), I was really emotional. That last phone call when she
was at the hotel made me realize that there was no turning back. She was gone.

She even sounded different on the phone after I heard her on the phone for the first time
in three months. Seeing her in uniform made me proud.

I was excited to come out here to California. The drive from North Carolina was an expe-
rience in itself. I consider all of this an experience.
Catherine: Even when we first started dating, I felt like I knew him for a long time.
Tevin: I never tell someone I love them unless I mean it. I love her.
Catherine: After we are separated for a while, I feel like we are closer once we get a chance to
see each other.
Tevin: When she was at boot camp, it was frustrating because I couldn’t talk to her. I was
standing by the mail box every day.
Catherine: Sometimes I wouldn’t have time to write a long letter so I would send a letter that
just said I love you. I would do anything just to write him.
Tevin: It felt good getting letters from her. That’s all I had when it came to me and her at
that time.

Her handwriting even changed over time. I felt like I was seeing her change through letters.
I would watch videos on the internet of what she was doing. Her sloppy handwriting

always had me wondering what was going on over there.
I’m here to support her. I always tell her not to stress and that everything is going to

be alright.

HER BOOTS, from A1

shore (movements),” said Sgt. Warren Sparks, Mountain Warfare Combat Instructor. “If we
had to move troops to some areas, we have to be capable to push in and move in cold weath-
er and mountainous environment.”

As the students, in fire team sized elements, skated through the Humboldt-Toiyabe
National Forest finding grid points, they reached more than 9,000 feet of elevation.

The six week training program also gives the Marines the ability to live in a winter environ-
ment, plan routes and identify hazards like avalanche zones or creek snow covered creek beds.

“Most of these guys will be embedded in an infantry battalion,” Sparks said. “Within their
companies they will be advisors to their commanding officer. That’s one of the biggest things
they bring out to the fight.

WMLC graduates become experts in cold weather environments. Once they are with
their units they can teach their Marines how to pack correctly, take care of their feet and
hands and guide them on calorie intake.

“What’s most important is the ability to move, assess hazards and be able to train those
below you and around you about dealing with the elements,” Sparks said. “They’ve been out
here going on nine days. Their feet are pretty beat up. They’ve been making a lot of movements
and they’re carrying a lot of gear.”

WMLC, from A1

Hey Combat Center fans – Spread the
word! The Combat Center has its own

Flickr photo and video streams. Find them
at http://www.flickr.com/thecombatcenter.

The Combat Center has its own 
YouTube channel. Find it at

http://www.youtube.com/user/
Combat CenterPAO.

 • Ground Level Units • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly • Month-to-Month Rentals

 STORAGE STORAGE STORAGE

 367-2510
 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 7
6

0

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 State  of t he Art Security 
 Control with Full Time 
 Resident Managers, 
 Household Storage,

 RV, Boat & Auto
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2nd Battalion
returns to the Combat Center

7th Marine Regiment

CPL ALI AZIMI 

Families and loved ones await the return of Marines with 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment after a seven-month deployment to Afghanistan in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom during the battalion's homecoming Tuesday.

[Above] Families
and loved ones
cheer as they wel-
come home Marines
with 2nd Battalion,
7th Marine
Regiment, after a
seven-month 
deployment to
Afghanistan in 
support of Operation
Enduring Freedom.

[Left] Lance Cpl.
Tristan Tiller, radio
operator,
Headquarters and
Service Company,
2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment,
surprises his wife,
Kylie, and son
Kysan, 1, during the
battalion's home-
coming at Del Valle
Field Tuesday.

Sgt. John Hukaba, motor transport driver,  2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, holds
his son, Tobias, 4, and daughter, Eliana, 2, for the first time in seven months, during the
battalion's homecoming at Del Valle Field Tuesday.

CPL ALI AZIMI 

CPL ALI AZIMI 

CPL WILLIAM JACKSON

73511Su n n yva leDrive Twen tyn in e Pa lm s,CA  92277

(760)367-9175

Assisted living, board and care for the elderly.
Experience the homelike, family atmosphere!

Serving the community
since 2001.

www.d esertroseeld erca re.com

Elder Care

 In Honor of my husband,Terry Cunagin, 
 cancer survivor

The C ity of Twen tyn in e Pa lm s
Tha nks & Congra tu la tes

thisyear’s

Job Well Done!
Job Well Done!

RE L AY  F OR L IF E
Pa rticip a n ts!

760-367-7500
72749 29 Palms Hwy.,
Twentynine Palms, CA 

(across from Jack-in-the-Box)

 The Only 
 Apple 

 Certified Support 
 Basin Wide

COMPUTERSCOMPUTERS
Networking, Phone Systems,Networking, Phone Systems,

Graphics DesignGraphics Design

Marshall Networking, Inc.
McClayMcClay

Distributors Inc. 
Beer, Wine, Snacks, Soda, Vending

6833 Pine Ave Twentynine Palms, CA 92277
(760) 367-2828

EVERY STEP IS ONE STEP 
CLOSER TO A CURE!

 In honor of my mom, 
Royona Marshall, my Grandma, Norma Comstock, 
my Aunt, Donna McKinnon, and my Best Friend, 
Tracey Nolte. Tracey is a current survivor and is 

walking in the Relay.

6308 Adobe Rd.  29 Palms, Ca 92277
(760) 367-1150

56824 Twentynine Palms Hwy 
Yucca Valley, Ca 92284 

(760) 228-3300

Heidi Steele Lic#01519495/01204872

760.673.7991

56969 Yucca Trail, Ste. A
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

www.earthing.com

• MATTRESSES
• SHEETS, PILLOWS

AND MORE!

 sleep better – feel better – look better

RELAY FOR LIFEJoin
us at

AND HELP
FIGHT

CANCER
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

APRIL 13 - 14
AT

YUCCA VALLEY
HIGH SCHOOL

 Gentle
     Family
         Dentistry

 M on . - F ri. 8AM -5 PM
 Ca ll for a p p t.

 760   365-7691

 Dr. Levy,  D.D.S.
 • 20 yea rs of exp erien ce • UC LA G ra d u a te
 • S p ecia l VA Tra in in g
 • C on serva tive a p p roa ch to d en tistry
 • S a m e d a y Em erg en cy ca re
 • W a lk-in s & N ew Pa tien ts W elcom e

 57337 Y u cca  Tra il • Y u cca  Va lley, CA  92284
 Right across from the  US Post Office in Yucca Valley

 C o m  f o r t a b l e   &   P r o f
 e s s i o n

 a l   C a
 r e

 CO N TRACT PRO VIDER FO R:
     • Aetn a  • Am erita s  • B lu e Cross  • Cig n a   • Delta  Den ta l   
     • UFCW   • G EH A  • G u a rd ia n   • O pera tin g  En g in eers
     • U n ited  Con cord ia  • M etlife  • Tri-Ca re  • Prem era  

 and m any m ore...

 ...Continuing the tradition of excellent dental 
 care at this location for over 35 years.
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He is a Master Instructor at the Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics School and
recently earned the Master Instructor of the
Year award. He’s a combat veteran and a
leader in the field. He’s a family man. Staff
Sgt. Richard E. Near is a lot of things, but for
him, what’s most important is being a teacher.

BATTLEFIELD LESSONS LEARNED

“One of the scariest days of my life was when my
team and I were dropped in the heart of Fallujah
where every crack or hole in the wall was a potential
sniper hole,” Near said. “I was scared because I had
absolutely no urban-combat training. They decided to
skip that portion of my Marine Combat Training in
2002 and after my experience in Fallujah, I wanted to
change that.”

Near has been on three combat tours to Iraq and
Afghanistan and one unit deployment program which
took him all over Asia. Near returned to the states on a
mission to teach new Marines to fight.

His experience in Fallujah inspired him to be an
instructor and mentor for junior Marines. He
became a Marine Combat Instructor in 2006 at the
School of Infantry on Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, N.C. He wanted to make sure junior
Marines were trained properly.

His experiences in combat gave him ideas to imple-
ment new training tools to add realism during Marine
Combat Training. This included simulators and com-
bat scenario audio during training.

Eventually, Near wanted to teach Marines what the
Marine Corps taught him. He wanted to teach his
military occupational specialty as a tactical switching
operator.

AT THE SCHOOL HOUSE

Near received the award for teaching at the Marine
Corps Communication-Electronics School in 2011
where he taught Marines to be tactical switching opera-
tors. These Marines are responsible for connecting the
Marine Corps through communications in combat.
They install, operate, and maintain wire and cable net-
works to link key outposts, control points, and head-
quarters with reliable paths for the transmission of tele-
phone, facsimile, and data services.

“It’s what these Marines are going to be doing for
the Corps,” said Near. “I have to teach them about not
only the new gear, but the old gear that old knuckle-
draggers like me had to drag around. We just had to drag
cables and punch things that blink in comparison to
today’s vast network technology.”

“Learning from others’ mistakes and successes is the
key to an efficient future,” Near said. “My Marines look
at me as someone who has been there and done that and
I’m still here, so I must be doing something right.”

PASSION FOR TEACHING

Near has been teaching young Marines for six years
out of his nearly 11 years in the Corps.

“Teaching is my
absolute passion,”
Near said. “It is in
my blood; I love to
teach. If I could be
a teacher for the
Marine Corps for
the rest of my life,
then that is what I
would do.”

Even though
Near had experience
on his side, he didn’t
see his students as
just students, but
teachers as well.

“It is a brain trust
here,” Near said. “If
you don’t know some-
thing, there is some-
one who does and that
includes students.”

Near takes his job
beyond teaching, he
looks at it as a men-
torship opportunity.

“You have to
establish a working
relationship and
mutual trust with
your Marines,” Near
said. “It doesn’t
always have to be a
knife hand. I like to
lead by example to
motivate them and send them in the right direction. I
have always enjoyed helping people and I think that’s
what it all comes down to. Education is one of the best
ways you can help someone.”

Near has placed an emphasis on learning and teach-
ing so much so, it has become a life principle for him.

“Education is nothing unless you give it to some-
one else,” Near said. “I would tell my students all the
time that if I’m not teaching you something and
you’re not teaching me something every day, we are
wasting time.”

THE FAMILY MAN

The young Marines Near teaches motivate him but
his family is his main source of support and motivation
at the end of the day.

“She is the best thing that ever happened to me,”
Near said about his wife.

“My role is to support him in any way I can,”

Lindsay Near said. “I like to roll with it and take it as it
comes, day by day.”

Lindsay says her husband’s personality is what makes
him such a great instructor.

“He is very entertaining,” Lindsay said. “Not
only does he get the Marines’ attention but he can
hold their attention. No matter what he is teach-
ing, it will be entertaining.”

Lindsay says there is more him to being an instruc-
tor then just wanting to help his junior Marines.

“He honestly cares,” Lindsay said. “He cares about
each and every student. He wants them to be successful
and have a passion for what he does and truly cares.”

Now that Near is an instructor, he gets to spend
more time with his family.

“My wife loves that I’m an instructor here,” Near
said. “As for my kids, they’re too young. My daughter
is only a month old and barely knows how to blow spit
bubbles. My two-year-old son only knows camouflage
means daddy is going to work.”

The Marine Corps Communication- Electronics
School held its annual enlisted Instructor of the Year
board March 26 and 27 at the school house.

Instructors were nominated for the award by their
individual companies within MCCES.

The board was divided into two sections; senior
and master instructor of the year.

Instructors must complete a certain number of
courses and accumulate a certain amount of hours to
qualify for nomination. They must complete the
Basic Instructors Course, receive a course orienta-
tion, receive at least three satisfactory evaluations and
accumulate 200 instructional hours before they are
considered a basic instructor.

Instructors must then receive seven satisfactory
evaluations, complete the Evaluating Other
Instructors Course, conduct four evaluations and
accumulate 800 instructional hours to request the
certification to move on to senior.

The last step in the instructor certification process
is master instructor. Senior instructors must receive
eight additional satisfactory evaluations, complete the
Curriculum Developer Course and accumulate 1600
instructional hours to receive their master instructor
certification. Instructors are eligible for the enlisted
Marine instructor awards once they achieve either the
senior or master instructor level.

The senior instructor nominees submit an
application for the award and the master instruc-
tor instructor nominees get the chance to send in
a video submission.

“Football and lacrosse players submit highlight reels
when they are trying to get on a certain team,” said Lt.
Col. Dennis Manaco, executive officer, MCCES.
“These video submissions are a chance for the instruc-
tors to have a highlight reel of all of their best
moments. The board
members also get a
perspective on how
these instructors get
their students in the
learning mood.”

The board had
nearly fifteen minutes
to look over each
individual narration.
During this time, the
board circles key
aspects and negative
aspects about the
nominees, Manaco
said.

The board discuss-
es the negative and
positive aspects after
the time is up. Votes
are casted after the
discussion is over and
whichever instructor receives the most votes wins the
award and receives a Navy Achievement Medal along
with a letter of commendation.

The winners of the enlisted Marine instructor

awards for the year of 2012 were announced March
27. The runner-up for the noncommissioned officer
senior instructor of the year is Sgt. Nathan P. Boan.
The winner of the noncommissioned officer senior
instructor of the year is Sgt. Anthony S. Nichols.

The staff noncommissioned officer, senior instruc-
tor of the year winner was Gunnery Sgt. Larry C.
Blair. The master instructor of the year is Staff Sgt.
Richard E. Near.

Top of the Class

MCCES names Instructor of the Year

SSttoorryy  aanndd  pphhoottooss  bbyy  
Lance Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya



B2 APRIL 12, 2013 OBSERVATION Post

Liber t y Call

Free Line Dance Lessons
Learn to dance the night away
When: 5 to 9 p.m., every Sunday
Where: Willie Boy’s Saloon and Dance Hall
50048 29 Palms Hwy, Morongo Valley, Calif.
For more information, call 363-3343.

Local Events

Excursions Enlisted Club
Monday: Margarita Mondays
Thursday: Rockin’ Karaoke 7 to10 p.m.
Friday: Social hour with food, 5 - 7 p.m. followed by
DJ Gjettblaque, 8 - 11 p.m., Ladies Night
Saturday: Variety Night, DJ Gjettblaque 8 to11 p.m.

Bloodstripes NCO Club
Monday: Margarita Mondays 
Thursday: Warrior Night 4:30 - 9 p.m.
Friday: Karaoke Night 6 to 9 p.m.

Hashmarks 29 SNCO Club
Friday: Steak Night, 4:30 - 8 p.m.
Monday-Friday: All-hands lunch from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Monday: All-hands steak night, 4:30 - 8 p.m.

Combat Center Officers’ Club
Monday: Steak night, 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday: All-hands lunch, from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Thursday: Taco Night, 5- 7 p.m.

For complete calendars visit http://www.mccs29palms.com.

Combat Center Clubs

Lower Desert

Morris Day and the Time
American funk band peforms
When: 9:00 p.m., Friday, April 12
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon, Calif.
For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

Brian Regan
comedian performs
When: 8 p.m., Friday, April 12
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino Resort
46-200 Harrison Place, Coachella, Calif.
For more information call 866-377-6829 or visit
http://www.spotlight29.com

Gabriel Iglesias
comedian performs
When: 8 p.m., May 4 and 5
Where: Agua Caliente Casino Resort Spa
32-250 Bob Hope Dr., Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com

Il Divo
Crossover quartet perfomers
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, May 18
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

Tina Fey, Paul Rudd star in lite ’n’
leisurely getting-into-college comedy

Friday, April 12
6  p.m. – Jack the Giant Slayer, Rated PG-13
9  p.m. – A Good Day to Die Hard, Rated R
Midnight – 21 and Over, Rated R
Saturday, April 13
10:30 a.m.– Free Matinee Alice in Wonderland, Rated PG
12:30 p.m.– Escape from Planet Earth, Rated PG
3 p.m. – Oz The Great and Powerful 3-D, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Snitch, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – Dark Skies, Rated PG-13
Midnight – 21 and Over, Rated R
Sunday, April 14
12:30 p.m. – Jack the Giant Slayer, Rated PG-13
3 p.m. – Oz The Great and Powerful, Rated PG
6 p.m. – SMP Movie Night
9 p.m. – The Call, Rated R
Monday, April 15
7 p.m.– The Incredible Burt Wonderstone, Rated PG-13
Tuesday, April 16
7 p.m. – Escape from Planet Earth 3-D, Rated PG-13
Wednesday, April 17
7 p.m. – Safe Haven, Rated PG-13
Thursday, April 18
5:30 p.m. – Escape from Planet Earth, Rated PG
8:30 p.m. – A Good Day to Die Hard, Rated R

Gypsy
When: Now through April 6
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Rd., Twentynine Palms, Calif.
For more information call 316-4151 
or visit http://www.theatre29.org

Sunset Cinema

NEIL POND

“Admission” 

Starring: Tina Fey & Paul Rudd
Directed by Paul Weitz
Rated-13, 107 min.

As the often stressful decision deadline for college-
bound high school seniors (and their parents) looms across
the country, this lite ’n’ leisurely comedy arrives with a well-
timed lift to the spirits.

Tina Fey, making her first movie appearance after her
critically lauded NBC comedy series “30 Rock” ended its
seven-season run in January, stars as an unmarried
Princeton University admissions officer just beginning the
process of diving into the mountainous pile of applicant
folders for the next school year.

Her character, Portia, has a carefully trimmed Bonsai tree on
her desk and begins each day spraying her work surface clean
with a can of aerosol duster. She’s meticulously organized both
in the office and at home — but that’s all about to change.

Paul Rudd plays a much less fastidious director of an
“alternative” school with an exceptional student, Jeremiah
(newcomer Nat Wolff), whom he’d really like Portia to con-
sider for Princeton. He calls and asks her to come to his
New Quest School for a recruitment visit.

Not surprisingly, Quest — a hippie-dippy enclave with
free-roaming cows, solar-heated water, a student-made irri-
gation system and other granola-crunchy examples of non-
mainstream education — isn’t anything like Portia’s hal-
lowed Princeton halls. And while Jeremiah isn’t cut from
typical pressed-and-tailored Ivy League cloth, either, there’s
clearly something exceptional about him…and maybe
something more.

It’s that “something more” that drives the movie, as
Rudd’s character, John, has reason to suspect his student —

an adoptee who was given up by his mother at birth---is
actually Portia’s child. He wants to help Jeremiah connect
with a Princeton education, certainly, but he also has a big-
ger connection in mind.

The humor is blended with plenty of heartwarming
moments as Fey’s character gradually warms to the maternal
instincts she’d been suppressing for so long — but without
letting Jeremiah or anyone else know, until close to end of
the movie. The running theme of parenthood, be it by
nature or nurture, becomes a thread that makes
“Admission” more than simply a broader comedy of mis-
matched — or missing — romantic partners, sight gags and
punch lines.

The comedy, though, does comes bopping in from sev-
eral angles, thanks a cast that includes Lily Tomlin as Portia’s
feminist mom, and recurring appearances by Portia’s tweedy
professor ex-boyfriend (Michael Sheen) and his stuffy new
British lover (Sonya Walger).

The script was based on a 2009 novel of the same name
by Jean Haniff Korelitz, a New Jersey resident who married
a Princeton prof and who worked a couple of years for the
school’s admissions office helping read — and weed —
through applications. If “Admission” seems like a movie
that gets the right feel of the pressure, emotion and occa-
sional dark joke of the process, that’s why.

Fey, freed now from the weekly responsibilities as cre-
ator, executive producer and writer of one of TV’s most
successful comedy series, seems like she’s enjoying just
going with the easy flow of playing a character, pulling out
some dry humor here, bits of snark, snip and sarcasm there,
and misty-eyed emotion, righteous indignity or enlightened
humility when the plot warrants.

She and Rudd, who appears to be carving out a comfort-
able niche playing charming nice guys, have an easygoing,
unforced chemistry that helps you believe the realistic situ-
ation that eventually unfolds with them in the middle of it.

“Admission” can have several meanings. One refers to
admittance, as into college; another is about confessing to a
mistake or acknowledging a truth; and yet another can be
the act of allowing someone close or inside, on an emo-
tional level. The characters in the movie learn about the
word in all those shadings.

This modest little movie probably won’t zip to the head
of the class as a big hit. But it gets decent marks in my book
as a fresh, sharp-witted “dram-edy” with a couple of
immensely likeable stars, one that matches its warm spring-
time humor with a surprisingly tender heart.
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