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Cleaner, polish capture
essence of Commanding
General’s Car and Bike Show

BY PFC. JULIO
MCGRAW

Combat Center Marines
and sailors came togeth-
er for another iteration
of the Commanding Gen-
eral’s Car and Bike Show
at of the Combat Center’s
Main Exchange parking lot,
Saturday.

Marine Corps Communi-
ty Services coordinated the
show and was sponsored by
Anheuser-Busch, American
Friends of the Armed Fore-
es, Yucca Valley Ford and
Yucca Valley Chrysler.

The show brought en-
thusiasts of automotive
classics and lovers high per-
formance vehicles together.
All in attendance could see
a variety of vehicle ranging
from muscle cars to Har-
ley-Davidsons to tuners and
lifted pick-ups. All were on
display to win the Com-

manding Generals choice
award.

“I think the car show
is great for the Marines,”
said Maj. Gen. Lewis A.
Crapparotta, Combat Cen-
ters Commanding General.
“It definitely brings the Ma-
rines and the community
together.”

“The car show has an
awesome vibe,” said Lance
Cpl. Cody Welch, owner of a
2014 Subaru Impreza. “Car
enthusiasts came together
to talk about cars, and it
doesn’t really matter if you
have a show car or not, it’s
perfect for everyone.”

Car enthusiasts respect
their own vehicles as well
as the time and effort oth-
ers put into their vehicle to
maintain them.

“It is a good show. It’s
a way to show off our proj-

See RIDES A6

Belle of the Ball prepares

BY CPL. MEDINA

AYALA-1L.O
The Lifestyle, Insights,
Networking, Knowledge

and Skills program held its
3rd Annual Belle of the
Ball event at the Officers’
Club, Saturday.

“A few years ago, the
family readiness officers
were asking for something
to really show the ladies
what would be good for the
ball and not good for the
ball,” said Amber Bilder-
ain, LINKS program man-
ager. “We had a FRO that
came from Cherry Point,
N.C., and she gave us some
ideas and we ran with it.”

The Belle of the Ball
event is a rehearsal of how
the night would really func-
tion. They run through the
cake escort and a presen-
tation of what is and isn’t
suitable ball attire. At one
point during the event,
there was a skit performed
by the L.ILN.K.S volun-
teers addressing behavior
you shouldn’t engage in
during the ball. During the
skit, L.ILN.K.S volunteers
walked through the ball
room, drinking wine from
the bottle, talking loudly
on the phone and taking
selfies.

“If it’s your first ball, it
can be intimidating to go to
a formal event if you don’t
know what to expect. Often
times the Marine doesn’t
tell them what to expect,”

www.29palms. marines.mil

Marines, sailors show off their rides
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PFC. JULIO MCGRAW

Maj. Gen. Lewis A. Craparotta, Combat Center Commanding General, retired Gunnery Sgt. Daniel Aldridge and
Harold Aldridge, talk about a 1956 Chevy engine during the Commanding General’s Car and Bike Show at the Main

Exchange, Saturday. Aldridge drove the Chevy from Colorado to display it at the show.

spouses for annual event [N arines across

I

.

Bilderain said. “The idea is
just to get the word to them
so they feel more confident
when they're at their first
ball.”

For one who has never
attended, it can be a bit
overwhelming. The Belle of
the Ball provided a crash
course for the spouses of
Marines on the do’s and
don’ts of the ball. With
registration cutting off at

90 people and seats filled
within four days, the event
was in popular demand.

“I was expecting to have
a good time,” said Amber
Vega, spouse. “It’s import-
ant to be able to support
our Marines and the tradi-
tion behind what our Ma-
rine Corps stands for.”

During the event, there
were prize giveaways in-
cluding hair and makeup

cPL.EDIA AYALA-LO
Sgt. Shawon Clark, supply, 4th Combat Engineer Battalion, escorts Lifestyle, Insights,
Networking, Knowledge and Skills volunteers down the red carpet as they model prop-
er ball attire during the Belle of the Ball event at the Officers’ Club, Saturday. After the
event concluded, appropriate ball attire was given away.

tips from Elite Makeup,
a two-day hotel stay, as
well as ball gowns and high
heels.

“I had a lady last year
come up to me and say, ‘1
went to your Belle of the
Ball! T was so prepared,”
Bilderain said. “We get
that when we go places and
run into people who ac-

See BELLE A6

Blue Angels are back!

Oct. 3 marked the return of the U.S. Navy Blue Angels
during the world’s largest airshow at Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar. The pilots volunteer their time and efforts into
showcasing our pride and professionalism to the community.
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The Navy’s Blue Angels fly in formation during the 2014 Marine Corps Air Station Miramar Air Show, Oct.
3. The Blue Angels is comprised of 16 officers who serve voluntarily.

CPL. RAQUEL BARRAZA

the globe unite
for Warrior Games

BY PFC. THOMAS
MUDD

The HITT program coor-
dinated a 3-day competition
pitting not one, but three
nations of Marines against
one another for competitive
fun after the conclusion
of the Black Alligator-14
exercise. From Oct. 7 to
Oct. 9, Marines engaged
in aquatic, endurance and
sports-centered competition
to determine which nation
would walk away as victors
in this year’s Combat cen-
ter Warrior Games.

The British Royal Ma-
rines and Dutch Marines
recently conducted their
training for Black Alliga-
tor-14, a bi-lateral train-
ing evolution with the U.S.
Marines, before returning
to their respective nations
each branch welcomed the
opportunity to compete.

“The MCAGCC HITT
challenge and Black Alli-
gator Warrior Games is a
combination of the British,
the Dutch and the Ameri-
cans coming together to put
together some challenges,”
said Edmundo Rangel Jr.,
HITT coordinator.

The different groups
gave input on the different
events that will take place
over the duration of this
competition.

“We tried to keep the

events even for all the dif-
ferent countries, because
some countries might fa-
vor some events more than
others,” said Cpl. Stephen
Griffiths, physical instruc-
tor, 45 Royal Marine Com-
mandos. “We try to make it
as even as possible.”

The events of the War-
rior Games where spread
out over three days. Start-
ing with a speed and
strength course, and fol-
lowed by an overhead-lift
competition.

The next day had an ob-
stacle course and a swim-
ming competition. The last
day had an assault course
and the winners of the
games were announced.

On the first day the Ma-
rines were tested on their
speed, agility and strength.
Starting with a 25-yard
sprint, a kneeling med-
icine-ball throw, a stand-
ing jump and other agility
based events. It ended with
a strength gauntlet which
consisted of tire flips, sled
push, farmer’s carry, run-
ning with a medicine-ball,
and deadlifts.

“It’s all to test your agil-
ity and speed,” said Lance
Cpl. Andrew Ashley, 7th
Marine Regiment. “After
that, we did a strongman
competition; that also tests

See GAMES A6

PFC. JULIO MCGRAW

Lance Cpl. Andrew Ashley preforms a farmer’s carry
with weighted boxes during the strength gauntlet during
the Warrior Games, at the West Gym aboard the Com-
bat Center, Tuesday. The strength gauntlet was a test

of speed and strength.
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ects and what quality of
work we can do with the
little spare time and mon-
ey we have,” said Gunnery
Sgt. Alex Trujano, owner
of a 1965 Ford Mustang
Fastback.

The awards for the show
were spilt up into different
categories like: Best Car
pre-1980, Best Modern Car
post-1980, Commanding
General’s choice, People’s
choice, Best Truck and Best
Motorcycle.

More than 50 cars and
bikes entered the show, but
car enthusiasts were not
the only ones having fun.
A children’s play area with
face painting and bounce
houses was available and
the Los Angeles Area band,
Pretty Posh, performed.
Tony Carbajal and Webster

Whinery, stunt motorcycle
riders from Tony Carbajal
Freestyle, also performed
motorcycle stunts at the
show.

Awards went out to
participants and the Com-
manding General’s Choice
went to Harold Aldridge
and his gold 1956 Chevy.
From a 2014 Subaru Im-
preza to a 1971 Plymouth
Roadrunner, lifted Ford
trucks to track tuned Mus-
tangs, the show had a vehi-
cle for everyone to marvel
at and talk about.

“To me, a car lover is
not someone who has the
shiniest most expensive
car,” Trujano said. “It’s the
person who puts the time
into the vehicle they have
and respects the vehicle for
what it is and what it does.”

PFC. JULIO MCGRAW

Lance Cpl. Cody Welch, Light Armored Vehicle crewman, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, and Lance
Cpl. Nick Rueter, LAV crewman, 3rd LAR, clean the engine compartment on Welch’s Subaru Impreza during the
Commanding General’s Car and Bike Show at the Main Exchange Parking lot, Saturday. Cars in any condition were
allowed in the show and over 50 cars were displayed.

VISIT, from A1

Webster Whinery, stunt motorcycle rider, Tony Carbajal
Freestyle, performs a stopie in front of a crowd at the
Main Exchange parking lot, Saturday. Whinery has
worked as a stunt rider and stuntman in motion pictures
such as “Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End” and

your speed but also your
strength.”

After the morning event,
the teams participated in
an overhead-lift challenge.
Each four man team had
to lift 90 pounds of weight
over their heads ten times
before grabbing an ammo
can and a plastic rifle, then
going to the Indoor Simu-
lated Marksmanship Train-
er to fire mock-weapons

and test hand-eye coordina-
tion. Later in the games the
teams went through swim-
ming events at the Combat
Center Training Tank, and
an assault course.

“Event three is in the
pool, a lot more swimming
with combat equipment
on,” Griffiths said, “Event
four is a series of different
disciplines, then throwing
a grenade into a bunker.

The last event is the Light
Hammer Assault Course.”

This competition gave
the different countries a
chance to test themselves
against one another and see
how the service members
from across the world han-
dle the courses.

“It’s cool to have compe-
tition against people from
America but then to also
have the experience to go

against other people who
are British or Dutch,” Ash-
ley said.

At the end of the War-
rior Games, awards will be
given to the teams based on
various aspects of fitness
and the time it took to com-
plete the challenges.

Look for the results on
the Combat Center Face-
book page at www.face-
book.com/thecombatcenter.

“Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull.”

BELLE, from Al

tually went. So it’s a good
feeling.”

For those who weren’t
able to attend, they can go
to their family readiness
officer for tips on proper
attire, etiquette and a se-
quence of events.

“A FRO would love to
give that information,” said
Bilderain. “If they ever
have any other questions,
they can always call us.”

For more information

please contact your unit
FRO.

TOUGH MINDED

OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

and six grandchildren.

well.

its benefits.
responsibility.”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once told a group of us
that he liked to be described as “a drum major for
justice.” | thought that was great.

Now | want all of my readers to describe me as “a
drum major for Hi Desert Medical Center.”

Bob Tyk is the new CEO of the Hi-Desert Medical
Center. Bob is a dispenser of positive energy and it
is reflected in all of his decisions and activities.

| was especially impressed with his decision to
give every employee of the hospital and its many
affiliated programs a wrist band that reads “MDMC:
What is BEST for the patient?”

Bob and his wife, Margaret have three children

We pet lovers are also pleased that Bob and
Margaret adopted two dogs that needed a home
and are providing Ruby Grace and Gus not only an
atmosphere of love and caring but the dogs are
providing Bob and Margaret some beautiful times as

My wife Patty and | own (or are owned by) two
wonderful dogs (Bella and Blackie) and one beautiful
cat (Cinderella) and are strong supporters of the NO
KILL animal shelter in Joshua Tree. Once again |
close by sharing with you a favorite quotation from
my former fellow clergyman, the late S. Parkes
Cadman: “Personally, | would’nt give a fig for any
man’s religion whose horse, cat and dog do not feel
Life in any form is our perpetual

This column sponsored by:

369-6791
57672 29 Palms Hwy., Y.V.

Tires

Dr. Lou can be reached at

res19mxc@verizon.net

760-367-4627
800-995-1620
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Sgt. Michael Goeas, Marine Wing Support Squadron 374, conducts tire flips during the Warrior Games at the West
Gym aboard the Combat Center, Tuesday. The tire flips were part of a strength gauntlet, the first of five events for

the first day of the games.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
(760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel -..§
C'I?tlj‘:ch of Go%l

Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

THIS WEEK'S SPOTLIGHT CHURCH

To All Christians

Concerned

| know this is a tall order, but is
anyone looking for casual
fellowship over coffee who is a
5-point Calvinist? Amillennial?
Doesn’t believe in literal Sabbath-
keeping, mandatory tithinfﬁ
paedobaptism, or the health/
wealth gospel? Believes Mat. 24
is fulfilleg? Believes we are not the
Romans 7 man or part old man
and part new man?
If so, call me at 760-365-6901.

-?“: PASSIONATE,
' PROGRESSIVE,
CHRISTIANITY.

BAETRD FOLITAR COmMUNITY CHFERCH OF THI
COMCHELLA WALLEY - WELKLY SERVICES AT 10
O BUMDAY, BIELE STUDY AMD SOCIAL EVENTS
WIREELY Y oot Wi e e (M. (Tl I

MCCCY.NET 760 512 1700

-

.
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DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care
29 Palms * 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

To All Christians Concerned

I know this is a tall order, but is anyone
looking for casual fellowship over coffee
who is a 5-point Calvinist? Amillennial?
Doesn’t believe in literal Sabbath-keeping,
mandatory tithing, paedobaptism, or the
health/wealth gospel? Believes Mat. 24 is
fulfilled? Believes we are not the Romans
7 man or part old man and part new man?
If so, call me at 760-365-6901.

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church

73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms

Pastor Titus R. Burns

Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38

“TIhe wi//o/goofwi//
never labe you where

the grace of Sod will
not pro/ec/ yoa.’ ’

== St. Martin-In-The-Fields

- EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday School & Eucharist  10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation ~ 9:00 am

Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am
Vicar, Peggy Ventris
"Celebrating God's love for all God's Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC)

www.stmartinschurch29.org (760) 367-7133

firstsouthern

Sur. 71 AM Life Groups:
Bum 10-30 Al Weriing
Wed 200 PR Bltde Study

56T Onags Trsl 0 Yieocs \Vabey
(T BBE-ATTT  werw bty o

Yucca Valley Center for
Spiritual Living
Healing Lives & Building Dreams
Reverend Ron Scott
Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
760-365-2205
yvcsl.org

@Qdeﬁ %

Presbyterian Church
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Child Care

56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley

(760) 365-6331

Good Shepher
Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod)

WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASS 10:30 AM
“Living Under the Son”

59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548
Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

£
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This space available.
Call your advertising representative
today to place your services.

365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

We will be happy to help you set up
your ad so you can let the community
know when your services are held.
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‘Lava Ranges gets a
taste of new TOW IV

BY CPL. MICHAEL GENOVEE

Marines of TOW (Tube-
launched, optically-tracked,
wire command link guided mis-
sile system) Company, 3rd Tank
Battalion, recently went to Lava
Range aboard the Combat Center
for a two-day live-fire exercise with
the TOW II system.

“Our Marines have to requal-
ify as TOW gunners each year,”
explained Master Sgt. V.E. Monroe,
TOW unit leader. “This exercise
will also prepare them for future
deployments.”

Montoe, native of Corona,
N.M., pointed out the major dif-
ferences between TOW 1 and II.
Installation of the new night opti-
cal missile guidance system and
increased range were some of the
main changes. “The system detects
thermal heat from an object, such
as a running engine,” said Monroe.
The new range of this model is

meters of TOW L

After reaching the base camp,
Marines practiced firing techniques
with a TOW simulator. “The gun-
ner must always keep the cross-
hairs of his optic sights centered
on his target,” Monroe said. “Or he
can get confused and accidentally
track the missing, causing him to
miss the target.”

Like many Marines participat-
ing in the exercise, Lance Cpl.
Rogue Sanchez, gunner in 1st
Platoon, was firing his first live
TOW missile. After acquiring his
target, the 20-year-old San Benito,
Texas native centered his sights.
His assistant gunner then cleared
the diaphragm from the missile
and ensured the back-blast area
was cleared. There was a brief
silence as Sanchez pulled the trig-
ger, then the guided projectile
blasted down range for a direct
hit.

“T was netrvous, but after the

easy. The TOW system has a high
probability of a first-shot kill.” He
admitted.

“The rounds are designed to
produce massive heat,” said Cpl
John Marple, another gunner in
1st Platoon. “All it has to do is set
off the ammunition or fuel in the
vehicle to blow it up.”

The 23-year-old San Antonio
native, envisioned one problem
concerning the TOW system. “The
enemy can use the back blast of a
round to zero in and attack a TOW
unit,” Marple said. “On the desert
floot, this back blast can be seen a
long way; therefore, the best cover-
age is firing from the mountains.”

“The TOW II with the night
scope is useful both day and night.
Since it only picks up heat, a gun-
ner can locate an enemy vehicle
through a smoke screen or during
bad weather,” Marple said. “The
scope will register anything that
produces heat-then the gunner can

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CAYDEN FINLEY LASERNA
Born on: Sept. 5, 2014
Born to: Carlo and Maria Laserna

LAILA BELLE TRUJILLO
Born on: Sept. 7, 2014
Born to: Marcos and Andrea Truijillo

LOGAN RYAN RICHARDSON
Born on: Sept. 10, 2014
Born to: Timothy and Kayla Richardson

ELSA YOLANDA YANEZ
Born on: Sept. 18, 2014
Born to: Dominic and Desiree Yafiez

LIAM JOSEPH LANTZ
Born on: Sept. 19, 2014
Born to: Ethan and Kelsey Lantz

SOPHIA ISABELLA COPP
Born on: Sept. 22, 2014
Born to: Alysha and Chad Copp

SAMUEL JOSEPH COLE
Born on: Sept. 24, 2014
Born to: Ryan Cole and Samantha Arots-Cole

AVA HARPER SOLOP
Born on: Sept. 25, 2014
Born to: Sarah Beth and Harper Solop

ROBERT ALAN LANCASTER
Born on: Sept. 25, 2014
Born to: Jenna and Jason Lancaster

PENELOPE ROSE PEREZ
Born on: Sept. 25, 2014
Born to: Mennelly and Gabriel Perez

SILAS HARUKI HUBBARD
Born on: Sept. 26, 2014
Born to: Ayumi Hubbard-Hachimine
and Jack Hubbard I

PENELOPE GRACE YOUNG
Born on: Sept. 27, 2014
Born to: Matthew and Dayle Young

3,750 meters, compared to 3,000
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initial jolt of the launch it guided

blast it.”
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1 Cars for celebs

6 Cries loudly
10

Ride-sharing
service

14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22

Expect

Ear cleaner

Bona ___ (real)

Sticky toy

Former GM make

Explosive letters

Hawaiian necklace
Baby boy, e.g.

24 Make up a story
25 Fixes
27 Maybe soon 4 3 6 9
29 Coke or Sprite
32 Unhappy 1 4 7
34 Use a shovel
35 Confuse
38 Sweet words to 74 75 76 3 8 6
read
42 Long fish ” 78 79
43 Uncle 9 2 6
45 Health resort
46 "Now | understand!"
47 Made a burrito 79 Sirloin, e.g. 25 Atlas page 56 lC)-}r(c))lrc]iiesilver or
50 Actor Christian __ pown 26 Actor Mineo 57 Caribbean island , _
52 "What is it?" 1 Go the distance 2 The._ Man 58 Buttonona TV Last week’s solutions
53 Obtain 2 ch on's shout 29 Ending for mob or 60 What N
55 "The Heat . an.1p|onss gang . w atever number clels s/7/1]/9l6/2[al3]5
— 3 __ liquor 30 Popular cookie A|D|E
56 Invented 4 Sesame or canola 31 Waste time 61 Slimy creatures LIp[e] 14]2|9|8|3|5|1|7|6
59 $1,000, in slang 5 Way 33 Two, in Spanish 64 Jump into a pool, —-'\S’I o= (6/3/5(/7/4/1]8/9]2
62 Time of history 6 Sea creatures 36 Exhausts 66 maybe D|T|O
63 Pea holder 7 Mel of baseball 37 Tablet Aotress Bancroft M[A[C o] [ 31612 °/1/4]|9/8]7
. 67 Swedish furniture
65 "First of all..." fame 39 Company execs ctore Als|A wleElp] |19(5/8(|3(2|7|6|1|4
66 Toothpaste brand 8 Small amounts 40 One of the Huxtable 68 Part of a Halloween (S: L E ARiE 114/7/6/8/9/5/2|3
69 Uninteresting 9 Watch secretly children costume ..E
71 Candy man 10 Sky sight 41 Make, as money 70 " Miserables" slolp 7/9/3|1/5/6|2/4 8
74 Having the power 11 Males that go "maa" 44 Coffee cup 72 Tupperware top T(R|I 511/14(2|/7/8(3/ 6|9
75 Not good 12 Murphy or Money 48 RobertE. 73 Not safe, in U[S|E
76 Songs 13 Bowling alley button 49 Coat holder baseball D|O[M 2/8/6]/4[/9]3|7|5]1
77 Potato chip brand 18 Bic product 51 First ___ kit
78 Cincinnati team 23 "We won't be doing 54 Mpythical creatures

business together!"
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Commanding General - Maj. Gen.
Installation Sgt. Maj. - Sgt. Maj. Karl Villalino
Public Affairs Officer - Capt. Justin Smith
Public Affairs Chief - Staff Sgt. Dorian Gardner
Media Chief - Cpl. Lauren A. Kurkimilis

Press Chief - Cpl. Chatles J. Santamaria

Lewis Craparotta ~ Correspondents - Cpl. Lauren A. Kurkimilis,
Pfc. Medina Ayala-Lo, Pfc. Julio McGraw,

Pfc. Thomas Mudd

Contributing writers - Cpl. Kathryn Seiler and

Lance Cpl. Olivia Day

ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance  Local off-limits guidance prohibits service

prohibits service members from patronizing  members from patronizing the following
the following locations. This order applies to  locations.
The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con- all military personnel.
nected with the Depatrtment of Defense or the United States Matine Corps, under exclusive
written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents
of the Observation Post are not necessatily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States government, the DOD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of adver-
tising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement

by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the setvices advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office,
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-
5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

In Twentynine Palms:

- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.

- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.

- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:

- Yucca Tobacco Matt, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Matt, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:

- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.

- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

In Oceanside:

- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

In San Diego:

- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.

- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.

- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:

- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.

- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Centet’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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LANCE CPL. RUTHIEA
REBECCA RASHAWN

WHRAT I'VE LEARNED JOHNSON HAS BEEN
IN THE MARINE CORPS
FOR ALMOST TWO
(]
Ruthle a Sacramento, CA. Lance Cpl, 20

YEARS AND PLANS ON

PURSUING A CAREER IN
MUSIC WHEN SHE GETS

> | wrote a lot of poctry when I was younger. My mom has all the poems that I've ever

written; she always encouraged me to go with it. My little sister would always ask me to write

OUT. SHE DRAWS HER
MUSICAL INSPIRATION

her a song. My older siblings are grown so they didn’t live with us but they were always sup-

portive of everything that I did.

FROM ARTISTS SUCH
> It was just a school project at first.

AS MISSY ELLIOT AND
LAURYN HILL.

> In my junior year of high school, I was in this media class and my teacher had equip-

ment to record on. I was doing a project for this contest, so I used my imagination and came

up with this song. I created the beat and I won first place. From that point, I started writing

random songs.

> My first song was about equality. To me, it had a message because back then I never used

profanity in my music. I wanted people to get the message without me having to get angty or

express myself in that type of way.

> A lot of my music was about my life, situations I'd been in ot situations I’d seen my

friends go through.

> | make all my beats. At first, they were horrible. Then my teacher showed me some

things and I thought, ‘I don’t like his idea that much.” Yeah it’s cool, but I want it to be my

own.

> | still write. I pick and choose beats from YouTube because I don’t have a laptop to create

my own but I still write songs to them.

> My mood impacts my words; pcople around me could impact my words. Life

impacts my words. 1 could read a story and want to write about it. It’s kind of crazy how my

mind works, it’s the little things. It’s the character of the person I respect, that’s where my

writing comes from.

> | listen to all types of music. I listen to rap, country, rock, gospel, I listen to every-

thing. My favorite type of music would have to be old-school rap.

> They actually are speaking about life and it’s real. It’s not about money or sex of cats.

They’re saying you made me feel this type of way, this is how I feel and I'm going to express

this through a song. Or I went through this as a kid but it doesn’t matter because I’'m here

now and I’'m making music for people who haven’t made it yet. Stuff like that inspires me, it

motivates me.

> A lot of my music is old and soulful. I like to chill, I think a lot. T use my brain a lot because I write a lot.

> I’'m in college. I'm learning about music history and how to mix things. Kind of like a producer type stuff.

> | love basketball. I played basketball from the time I was in elementary school all the way up until middle school and high school. I was a starter all four years

of my high school basketball team.

> I’'m a point guard ... can’t touch me from the three point line.

> With me being in school and being in the Marine Cortps, it motivates me a little bit more to study harder or to actually go on and do my classes.

> Music and writing, all the togetherness of it, is my safe zone. It is my golden era.

> In the Marine Corps, if you want something you have to work for it. Nothing is given, everything is earned. What the Marine Cotps has taught me so far is if I

want to pursue something, I have to go get it myself.
ERET
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STORY BY PFC. JULIO MCGRAW

School districts provide programs and purchase
supplies for their schools with funding provided
by local property taxes and business taxes. For
some school districts, it poses a challenge to meet
the No Child Left Behind Act because of bound-
aries that encroach into federally owned land that
is exempt from federal and state tax.

In 1950, a federal program known as Federal
Impact Aid was created to assist local school
districts who have lost property tax revenue due
to tax-exempt federal property and enrollment of
federally connected children including children
living on Native American reservations.

“Essentially, the program reimburses schools
for money lost due to no property tax paid by
families that live on base, or federally owned
land,” said Thomas Cruz, Combat Center school
liaison. “It provides the schools with the funding
they need to meet the educational needs of its
students.”

Funding for this program is not automatic. In
order for a school to receive funding, 20 percent
of the students going to the schools in the district
must prove they’re federally connected.

“It is incredibly important for parents to
sign and return these applications,” said Tom
Baumgarten, Interim School Superintendent,
Morongo Unified School District.

Locally, families living in the Combat Center,
civilian employees working for the federal gov-
ernment including those at Joshua Tree National
Park, and families living on Native American
reservations must fill out an application for this
program.

Starting in October, applications will be sent
home with children in the Morongo Basin Unified
School District for parents to fill out. Applications
are not due until Jan. 31, 2015 but it is requested
that parents return them as soon as possible.

“The funding goes into a unit fund for the
district,” Baumgarten said. “Those funds are
then used for a variety of programs that include
maintaining facilities and providing students with
different academic courses.”

In order to continue providing students of the
Morongo Basin Unified School District with the
education and resources they deserve, full partici-
pation is paramount.

For more information on the Federal Impact
Aid program, visit http://www2.ed.gov/about/
offices/list/oese/impactaid /whatisia.html.

Students benefit fron

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
MARINE AIR GROUND TASK FORCE TRAINING COMMAND
MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER
BOX TES100
TWENTYNINE PALMS, CALIFORNIA 82275-8100
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Dear Marines, Sailors, and family members of the Combat Center:

The opportunity to learn is cne of the greatest gifts that we can give
our children. Despite these aspirations we have for our future generation of
gtudents, public schools continue to battle for every budget dollar.

Military and civilian parents whe live or work on Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center can help by participating in the Federal Impact Aid Program.

The Federal Impact Aid Program is a law that provides a means for the
federal government to reimburse local school districts for the loss af
property and business tax support associated with federally connected
students residing on or off base. Each child’'s school will receive
replacesent funding for cperating expenses such as materials, egquipment,
staff, special education programming, and building improvements,

Impact aid dollars are not automatic. Schocls that choose to participate
must conduct a yearly survey to identify the nusber of federally enrolled
children, which are submitted directly to the U.5. Department of Education.
Your child will be bringing home the Federal Impact Aid Survey Card from
echool in early October. The information retrieved from this survey is the
only way that our schools are able to qualify for Pederal Impact Aid funding.
Unfortunately, many schools do not receive the maximum amount of funding
available to them due to a low rate of return of survey cards.

We are all aware of the fiscal challenges facing the Califormia schoala
and the negative effect these budgetary crises can have on our children's
education. Your involvement is critical in ensuring that our military
impacted achools receive the proper amount of funding te sustain the
educaticnal needs of ocur student peopulation. Low participation in the
Federal Impact Aid Survey could result in the loss of millions of federal
dollars that could otherwise benefit our local schools and ocur children's
education.

Thank you for your support of this most worthy initiative. Working
together on achool funding issues, we can better prepare ocur children for a
successful future.

Semper Fidelis,

Major Gemeral, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding General

On select homes purchased

by October 19, 2014*

SMART
SAVINGS

EVENT

Year-end sauings start now.

« 3% towards financing or closing costs
- Washer/Dryer
- Refrigerator

LivingSmart” Homes
Hillside
CANYON HILLS
3—4 bedrooms
2-3 baths
GenSmart Suite™
1,764-2,256 sq. ft. (approx.)
From the high $200s

LivingSmart” Homes
Estrella
BEAUMONT
3—4 bedrooms
2.5-3 baths
1,630-1,919 sq. ft. (approx.)
From the low $200s

AmberLeaf
CANYON HILLS
3-5 bedrooms
2—4 baths
GenSmart Suite™
1,646-2,629 sq. ft. (approx.)
From the low $300s

LivingSmart” Homes
Sundance
BEAUMONT

3—7 bedrooms
2—4 baths
1,900-3,099 sq. ft. (approx.)

From the mid $200s

Meadow Glen
CANYON HILLS

4-5 bedrooms
3—4 baths
GenSmart Suite™
2,021-3,154 sq. ft. (approx.)
From the low $300s

LivingSmart” Homes
Lakeside and
Tournament Hills
BEAUMONT
3—7 bedrooms
2—4 baths
1,597-3,099 sq. ft. (approx.)
From the mid $200s

Meadow Ridge
CANYON HILLS
4-7 bedrooms
3—4.5 baths
GenSmart Suite™
2,383-4,241 sq. ft. (approx.)
From the mid $300s

Woodmont
BEAUMONT
3—6 bedrooms
3-3.5 baths
GenSmart Suite™
2,385-3,681 sq. ft. (approx.)
From the low $300s

Find the Smart Savings that are right for you.
Call our New Homes Specialists at (951) 264-0127 or visit PardeeHomes.com/SmartSavings

L|V|NG *On select homes purchased by October 19, 2014. Homes must close on or before 12/19/14. All square footage is approximate; pricing subject to change. Landscaping, trees and
m shrubs not included in the purchase price. Information is accurate as of the date of the publication. Not all features are available in all homes. Subject to change without notice.
% SMART See Sales Associate for details. CA Contractor’s License #251810.

PardeeHomes'| Where smart solutions live.
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Visit the official
MCAGCC
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http://www.facebook.
com/the
combatcenter
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Finding Your Voice to Report Domestic Violence

Domestic violence and abuse are used
for one purpose and one purpose only: to
gain and maintain total control over you.
An abuser doesn’t “play fair.” Abusers
use fear, guilt, shame, and intimidation
to wear you down and keep you under
his or her thumb. Your abuser may also
threaten you, hurt you, or hurt those
around you.

sive relationships can destroy your self-
worth, lead to anxiety and depression,
and make you feel helpless and alone.
No one should have to endure this kind
of pain—and your first step to breaking
free is recognizing that your situation
is abusive. Once you acknowledge the
reality of the abusive situation, then you

can get the help you

Domestic  vio- need.

lence and abuse Signs of an abu-
does not discrim- sive relationship

inate. It happens There are many
among  hetero- signs of an abusive
sexual  couples relationship. The
and in same-sex most telling sign is
partnerships. It fear of your part-
occurs within all ner. If you feel like
age ranges, ethnic you have to walk
backgrounds, and on eggshells around
economic levels. your partner—con-

And while women
are more common-
ly victimized, men
are also abused—
especially verbally

stantly ~ watching
what you say and
do in order to avoid
a blow-up—chanc-
es are your relation-

and emotionally, ship is unhealthy
although  some- and abusive. Other
times even physi- signs  that you
cally as well. The may be in an abu-
bottom line is that sive  relationship

abusive behavior is
never acceptable,
whether it’s com-
ing from a man, a
woman, a teenaget,

include a partner
who belittles you
or tries to control
you, and feelings of
self-loathing, help-

or an older adult. lessness, and des-
You deserve to feel peration.

valued, respected, If you suspect
and safe. that you or a loved

one is a victim of
Domestic Violence or Intimate Partner
Violence, please don’t hesitate to con-
tact a Victim Advocate using the 24/7
response line at 760-362.9837.
For further information please con-
tact the Family Advocacy Program at
760-830-6345.

Recognizing
abuse is the first step to getting help

Domestic abuse often escalates from
threats and verbal abuse to violence.
And while physical injury may be the
most obvious danger, the emotional and
psychological consequences of domestic
abuse are also severe. Emotionally abu-

Finding Senior Housing
can be complex, but it
doesn’t have to be.

“You can trust
A Place for Mom
to help you.”

— Joan Lunden

Call A Place for Mom. Our Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help
you understand your options. Since 2000, we've helped over one million

families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

lz?ce ‘ A Free Service for Families.
mom. Call: (800) 708-5124

A Place for Mom is the nation’s largest senior living referral information service. We do not
own, operate, endorse or recommend any senior living community. We are paid by partner
communities, so our services are completely free to families.
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|.BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

|I Don’t miss out on your family and friends |
i photos and stories in your local paper!

I' BuUY ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION AND r
I GETAN ADDITIONAL YEAR FREE! . |
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l—Ileserl Star The Desert Trail
(760) 365-3315 (760) 367-3577
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grit-e www.hidesertstar.com e www.deserttrail.com
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To determine whether your relationship is abusive, answer the questions
below. The more “yes” answers, the more likely it is that you’re in an
abusive relationship.

SIGNS THAT YOU’RE IN AN ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIP
Do you:

- Feel afraid of your partner much of the time?

- Avoid certain topics out of fear of angering your partner?
- Feel that you can’t do anything right for your partner?

- Feel emotionally numb or helpless?

- Wonder if you're the one who is crazy?

- Believe that you deserve to be hurt or mistreated?

Does your partner:

- Humiliate or yell at you?

- Criticize you and put you down?

- Treat you so badly that you’re embarrassed for your friends or family to see?
- Ignore or put down your opinions or accomplishments?

- Blame you for their own abusive behavior?

- See you as property or a sex object, rather than as a person?
- Have a bad and unpredictable temper?

- Act excessively jealous and possessive?

- Hurt you, or threaten to hurt or kill you?

- Control where you go or what you do?

- Threaten to take your children away or harm them?

- Keep you from seeing your friends or family?

- Threaten to commit suicide if you leave?

- Limit your access to money, the phone, or the car?

- Force you to have sex?

- Limit your access to money, the phone, or the car?

- Destroy your belongings?

- Constantly check up on you?

h?
eed G Cuuff!

Don’t let it sit in the garage collecting dust.

SELL IT!

Advertise your items in print & online
in our classifieds.
Reaching the entire Morongo Basin!

The Desert Trail
6396 Adobe Road,
29 Palms, CA 92277
(760) 367-3577

Hi-Desert Star
56445 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
(760) 365-3315

it

www.hidesertstar.com
www.deserttrail.com

Shoulder to Shoulder

At Azusa Pacific, we're committed to serving
military members, veterans, and their families.

f wou're sesking a top-ranked local university that goas the extra mile for owr
naticn’s military henoes, 1008 Ro furthar, Aussa Pacilic Uriveesily has baan
named a Military Frisndly School by &1L Jobs magazine, placing it among the
10f 15 percen! of schools n the country halping mililary studsnts reach their
educational dreams,

Locations

Cur seven Southarm Califarmia
Iocations and onfing programs
provide cormenience and fiexibllity,
80 YOU CAN earn your degraa

Programs

AP affers masiar's degrees,
credentials, and bachelor's degres
CoOmplaton programs In:

e when and how you want,
Education
Leadership Azusa Murriata
Hursing High Desert Orange County
Psychology Inland Empire Gan MHego
Thaulug]' Lﬂ‘ﬁ-ﬂ.ﬂnﬂlﬂ Online

Arusa Facific ta.0 Yedow Risbon Linkersly

A @ Sanveara iy CoooTondy Lodeos

CONTACT US TODAY!
Tammy Oluvic

Pisciar GF Milkaiy At akiiane Ouliaah AZUSA PACIFIC
(B26) B15-4631 * tolnvicBapu adu UMIVERGITY
apu edumilitary God-honoring Excelience Since 1899
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course near the East Gym, Sept. 29.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY PFC. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Marines with Combat Logistics Battalion 7 work together to lift a log during the renovation of an obstacle

Approximately 15 Matines with Combat Logistics
Battalion 7 are in the process of renovating the obstacle
course near the East Gym aboard the Combat Center,
Sept. 29. Restoration of the course began two weeks ago.
The course, which was built in the late 1950s, is entirely
made of wood and was in need of repair due to wear and
tear.

“It’s extremely important just to keep everything
up-to-date. You don’t want something being too flimsy
or unsafe,” said 1st Lt. Patrick Burns, combat engineer,
CLB-7. “Especially something like this, that Marines are
going over and under multiple times, you don’t want any-
one getting hurt. This renovation is really for safety and
maintaining the Combat Center.”

The work on the course is projected to end in six
weeks. The re-building of the course is part of an initiative
to provide Marines with a functional training environ-
ment.

“This is important for Marines because this is one of
the first things they did back in boot camp,” said Lance
Cpl. Loreto T. Mendoza Jr., combat engineer, CLB-7.
“You would have to do it as a test to see if you can qualify
to do a lot of physical fitness that Marines do. It’s pretty

much the basics of what we started off with.”

The base is also managing to preserve resources by
having Marines reconstruct the course.

“It looks like we’re actually going to end up saving
the government about $50,000 from not contracting this
out,” Burns said. “Just by having the Marines doing the
work, we’re saving the government a lot of money.”

The restoration of the course will provide an excellent
training platform for the Marines who will utilize it, but
also the Marines who are building it. That’s not to say the
renovations have gone off without a hitch.

“We've had a couple of learning experiences. Just

how to cut the logs and how to use different types of |

equipment to get them to the correct dimensions,”
Burns said. “A lot of these Matines haven’t been doing
a lot of wood-working operations since we’ve been in
Afghanistan.”

Now that the course is being renovated, it won’t pres-
ent a hazard or hinder training.

“It’s for the Marine’s training,” Mendoza said. “They
get to do extra physical training, they couldn’t do before
because of how destroyed the course was. We're just fix-
ing it up, making it good again.
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HOURLY
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$10 IN FREE PLAY, $250,
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Some restrictions may apply. See Club 29 for details. Must be 18+ ﬁ , n T
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Combat Logistics Battalion 7
Marines rebuild obstacle course

Cpl. William Hamilton, combat engineer, Combat
Logistics Battalion 7, takes direction from Cpl. Corey
Worobi, combat engineer, CLB-7 while sawing a log
during the renovation of the obstacle course near
the East Gym, Sept. 29. The use of Marines for the
project is expected to save the government approxi-
mately $50,000.

]
1

i 4
Cpl. Brandon Wilson, combat engineer, Combat
Logistics Battalion 7, levels a post during the renova-
tion of an obstacle course by the East Gym, Sept. 29.
The project began two weeks ago and is expected to
end sometime next month.

(Find the Fake ad
\_/ =, Weekly

Contest!
Lnter towin/

One of our classifieds ads is FAKE!
Find the fake ad & be entered into a
drawing to win a PRIZE!

The “fake ad” will run weekly in the Hi
Desert Star, Desert Trail & Observation
Post newspapers. All entries for that
week must be received by 5 p.m the
following Monday. Winners will be
notified each Tuesday.

1. Circle Ad in your paper.
2. Bring or mail into our office.
3. You’ll be entered to win!

For more info, call our office at
760-365-3315 or 760-367-3577.

Limit 1 winner per household per month. Winners must be 18 years or older.

Congratulations to last weeks winner:
Michael Voyles
CONTEST SPONSORED BY:

>
When You Care to Give the Very Best

Rita’s Hallmark

Inspirational Gifts - Yankee Candle
Willow Tree - Hello Kitty & so much more!

(760) 365-4117
57248 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley
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Staff Sgt. Christopher Williams, receiver, Combat Logistics Battalion 7, runs out for a pass during a football game at Felix Field, Wednesday. On Dec. 6, 2014, the
team representing the Combat Center is scheduled to travel to Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., to play in a championship game titled “Best of the West.”

STORY AND PHOTOS BY PFC. MCGRAW

Marines and sailors with Combat Logistics Battalion
7 and 1st Tank Battalion played into a setting sun in an
intramural tackle football league game at Felix Field,
Wednesday.

CLB-7 trailed 1st Tanks until the fourth quarter

when they scored a touchdown and won with a final
score of 13-12.

Marine Corps Community Services, Sports
Division, coordinated the intramural league and
provided the unit teams with the necessary gear to
play.

“We hold an intramural football league every year,”
said George Schadegg, tackle football coordinator.

Three Marines from the Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School football team tackle a Marine from
Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 during a football game at Felix Field, Wednesday. Players of various

“This year we have four teams.”

Marine Corps Communication-Electronics
School, CLB-7, Marine Wing Support Squadron 374,
and 1st Tanks are the four units competing in the
league.

According to Schadegg, there is no fee to join the
tackle football league and Marines and sailors who are
not part of the units playing can still join any of the
teams. Among the varied units, there are service mem-
bers of various ranks and ages taking the field for some
full contact fun.

“It’s something to wind down from daily Marine
Corps and work stress,” said Staff Sgt. Christopher
Williams, receiver, CLB-7. “I’'m 30 years old, and I still
play for the love of the game.”

ages and ranks, keep returning to play in the league because of their love for football.

Sgt. Daniel Hayes, receiv-
er, 1st Tank Battalion,
runs a route for a pass
during a football game at
Felix Field, Wednesday.
Marines from the Marine
Corps Communication-
Electronics School,
Combat Logistics
Battalion 7, Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374,
and 1st Tanks participat-
ed in games that night.

The four teams are each scheduled to play nine
games this season. CLB-7 has a record of 5-0, 1st Tanks
has a record of 0-5, MWSS 374 has a record of 1-4,
MCCES has a record of 4-1. At the end of the season,
an all-star team will be selected from players from all
teams in the league.

The Combat Center team will compete against
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton’s championship
team for the title “Best of the West” at Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif. The game is scheduled for
Dec. 6, 2014.

You can watch regular season games every
Wednesday night at Felix Field starting at 6 p.m. For
more information call MCCS Sports at (760) 830-830-
6857.

Gunnery Sgt. Micheal A. Ramirez, defensive coach,
Combat Logistics Battalion 7, congratulates his team
after their victory over 1st Tank Battalion at Felix
Field, Wednesday. The four teams play in an effort to
finish with the best record and advance to the “Best
of the West” game against Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton’s team, scheduled for Dec. 6, 2014.
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ombat Center Events

The annual Family Fall Festival is scheduled to
be held at Del Valle Field at 5 p.m. on Oct. 24. The
festival will have games, treats and more for Combat
Center patrons and families to enjoy.

The Combat Center Library is holding a Pumpkin
Decorating Contest of non-carved pumpkins from
Oct. 1-22 for a chance to win a prize. Submissions
are still being accepted.

The Commanding General’s Golf Tournament is
scheduled to be hosted at Deserts Wind Golf Course,
Oct. 17. Events for the tournament day begin at 7:30
a.m.

The Desert Winds Golf Course is holding a 5
Kilometer Fun Run in support of Red Ribbon Week
on Oct. 23 starting at 8 a.m. Red Ribbon Week raises
awareness of drug prevention across America.

A health and wellness fair is being held from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Oct. 22 at the West Gym. The fair will
have booths, displays and other demonstrations to
raise awareness about health.

sunset Cinema

Friday, Oct. 10

3:30 p.m. — Transformers: Age of Extinction, PG-13
6:30 p.m. — If | Stay, PG-13

9 p.m. — The Identical, PG

11:30 p.m. — Chef, R

Saturday, Oct. 11

10:30 a.m. — Despicable Me, PG

12:30 p.m. — When the Game Stands Tall, PG
3 p.m. — The November Man, R

5:30 p.m. — Chef, R

8:30 p.m. — As Above, So Below, R

11 p.m. — The Identical, PG

Sunday, Oct. 12

12:30 p.m. — The November Man, R

2:30 p.m. — Guardians of the Galaxy, PG-13
5 p.m. — Fury, R (Advance Screening)

8 p.m. —As Above, So Below, R

Monday, Oct. 13
1 p.m. — No Good Deed, PG-13
3 p.m. — Dolphin Tale 2, PG

Tuesday, Oct. 14
6 p.m. — The Identical, PG

Wednesday, Oct. 15
5 p.m. — When the Game Stands Tall, PG
7:30 p.m. — As Above, So Below, R

Thursday, Oct. 16
5 p.m. — If | Stay, PG
7:30 p.m. — The November Man, R

Friday, Oct. 17

5 p.m. — Forrest Gump, Pg-13

8 p.m. — Chef, R

10:30 p.m. — As Above, So Below, R

...in-depth Local
News Coverage.

In print and on line at:
www.hidesertstar.com
www.deserttrail.com

Used Auto Sales Event
October 1- October 31, 2014

Auto 49
Loans for 60 months

Exclusively for purchases from:
car sales

www.pmcu.com * 800-736-4500
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Liberty Call

Liam Neeson takes a stroll on
the Big Apple’s dark & seedy side

NEIL POND

“A Walk Among The Tombstones”
Starring Liam Neeson & Dan Stevens
Directed by Scott Frank

R, 113 min.

“Behind you! Behind youlll” the lady seated beside
me urgently whispered to the screen, to Liam Neeson’s
character, as unseen danger crept toward him from the
shadows.

At this stage of his career, Neeson is fairly accustomed
to threats in the shadows—and often it’s him. At 62,
he has emerged as one of Hollywood’s leading “older”
action stars, playing weathered, well-worn men well-
versed in covert ops, and more extreme activities when
needed, in the successful three-movie Taken franchise
and the recent high-in-the-sky airplane drama Non-Stop.

In the new thriller-chiller A Walk Among the
Tombstones, based on a novel by popular crime-mystery
writer Lawrence Block, he’s Matt Scudder, a rumpled,
crumpled New York City ex-cop loner on the trail of
two pervs plucking women off the streets and subject-
ing them to unspeakable horrors. The title helps set the
creepy stage right off the bat, and the opening credits—
which play over a “dreamy” scene that you slowly realize
is actually a nightmare—hits you like a punch to the gut.
The grim atmosphere is orchestrated by cinematographer
Mihai Malaimare Jr., who shoots the grungy New York
locations in muted, washed-out tones and smoky pastels
that match Scuddet’s bleak, bleached emotions, drained
of color and joy after all that he’s seen...and done.

The story is set in 1999, which also plays into the

Visit the official
4 MCAGCC
facehook page at
athmk http://www.facebook.
com/the
8 combatcenter

Cinema ¢

Showtimes Effective

10/10/14 - 10/16/14
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Terrible, Horrible, No
Good, Very Bad Day
(PG)

1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
Annabelle
(R)

1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00

CREDIT UNION
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. www.cinemabtheatre.com

look of the movie—it was a time before much of the Big
Apple’s modern urban-renewal polishing, and it burrows
into the city’s shabbier side streets and seedier locations
to give real-life dimensions to its down-and-out drama.
Scuddet’s a recovering alcoholic, which also contributes
to the theme of brokenness—and also the hopeful idea
of working toward reparation.

Brian “Astro” Bradley plays a homeless teen—and
aspiring detective—who becomes Scuddet’s tag-along
sidekick. Dan Stevens (Matthew Crawley on Downton
Abbey) is a prosperous heroin traffiker whose wife’s
kidnapping draws Scudder down an ever-darkening
trail that ultimately leads him to the tombstones of
the title.

This is a movie about violent, twisted people, although
much of the violence is left to the imagination rather than
depicted. Most of the story is about the process, the esca-
lating cat-and-mouse game, the “procedural” that will be
familiar to anyone who watches TV shows like CSI, Law
and Order or Criminal Minds. But that doesn’t make it
any less unsettling, especially when one of the victims is a
13-year-old gitl, or when the camera lingers on a kidnap-
per fondling the tools of his torture trade, or asking one
of his terrified, bound captives a question that should
make the skin crawl on any woman, of any age.

“People are afraid of all the wrong things,” says
the movie’s tagline. The wrong things, it suggests, are
“scary” but benign places, like cemeteties, or the fear
of death. The true terrors, and the real monsters, it so
chillingly reminds us, can be ordinary-looking people in
a cargo van cruising up and down the street, in a house
next door—or sneaking up from the shadows right now,
behind you, behind youl!

The Combat Center has its
own YouTube channel
Find it at
http://www.youtube.com/
user/Combat CenterPAO.

State of the Art Security
Control with Full Time

Resident Managers,
Household Storage,

‘ RV, Boat & Auto

i

e Ground Level Units ¢ Controlled Gate Access
e Large Moving Truck Friendly ¢ Month-to-Month Rentals

£367-2510

5020 Adobe Rd * 29 Palms

PECIAL MILITAR
PRICING ON ALL
UNITS!
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GO SOLAR

and Eliminate
your Electric Bills!
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TEXT. PLAY. BANK.

Effortless. Convenient. Free.

F_Eﬂﬁ = View your account information
Credit Union

> Transfer money

> Make deposits”

> Pay bills

> Find nearby branches and ATMs

Download the app today!
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