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 STORY BY SGT. MELISSA KARNATH
 
Gen. Robert Neller received the battle colors of the 

Marine Corps from Gen. Joseph Dunford Jr. during 
a passage of command ceremony at Marine Barracks 
Washington, Sept. 24, signifying his new position as the 
37th Commandant of the Marine Corps.

Neller, an East Lansing, Mich., native and 40-year 
Marine veteran, assumes responsibility as the senior rank-
ing officer of the Corps.

“I am honored, proud and humbled to be here,” 
Neller said. “I appreciate your support. Now let’s go 
do this.”

During the ceremony, Secretary of Defense Ashton 
Carter spoke highly of Neller and his ability to lead the 
Marine Corps and spoke about his “greatest trait” — his 
love for the troops.

“They light up when he’s talking to them, and he lights 
up too,” Carter said. 

Dunford, a Boston native, relinquished command of 
the Marine Corps after serving in the top post for less 
than a year.

“In his short but significant tenure, Gen. Dunford 
guided the Marine Corps during the final drawdown 
in Afghanistan, and maintained the Corps as the 
most formidable expeditionary fighting force that 

General Neller 
takes command

PHOTOS BY SGT. TERRY BRADY

Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., the 36th and former Commandant of the Marine Corps, hands the Marine Corps 
Battle Colors to Gen. Robert B. Neller during their passage of command ceremony at Marine Corps Barracks 
Washington, D.C., Sept. 24.

See Command pg. A6

Gen. Robert B. Neller, right, and Joseph F. Dunford 
Jr. salute during a pass in review during their passage 
of command ceremony at Marine Corps Barracks 
Washington, D.C., Sept. 24.

 STORY BY FAMILY ADVOCACY PROGRAM

October is recognized as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month across the country and through-
out the Department of Defense. Domestic vio-
lence is unacceptable in the culture of dignity and 
respect fostered by the adherence to the core val-
ues of the Marine Corps.

Commanders and leaders support service mem-
bers and military families by modeling and pro-
moting healthy, respectful family relationships, and 
advocating for the early use of the wide range of 
available counseling resources. 

When domestic violence is reported, command-
ers and leaders play a key role in safeguarding vic-
tims and holding military offenders accountable by 
coordinating with military and civilian authorities. 
Victims may request restricted reporting, allowing 
access to confidential medical, advocacy and coun-
seling services, without command or law enforce-
ment involvement. The Family Advocacy Program 
is committed to assisting Combat Center families 
who are in crisis due to abuse. Programs include 
prevention and education activities to address 
problems before they happen, and intervention 
services to those families where abusive behaviors 
have already occurred.

The military community cares. Courageous ser-
vice members, military spouses, and DoD civilians 
look out for each other and act to promote the safe-
ty and well-being of all. Risk factors for domestic 

Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

BY KELLY O’SULLIVAN

Nine years after hatch-
ing at TRACRS, the 
Combat Center’s Tortoise 
Research and Captive 
Rearing Site, No. 2-4 is out 
on her own, finding her 
way in the wild.

But she isn’t alone. 
Biologists from the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles and the Combat 
Center’s Natural Resources 
and Environmental Affairs 
Division are keeping close 
watch on the 4 ½-inch-
long desert tortoise, a 
bright-eyed female about 
the size of a medium grape-
fruit.

Following her via a radio 
transmitter affixed to the 
front of her shell, they will 
watch from afar to see how 
well No. 2-4 settles in to 
her surroundings by find-
ing a burrow where she can 
get out of the afternoon 
sun, and spend her nights 
underground away from 
predators before hibernat-
ing for the winter. Once 
satisfied she’s adjusting to 
life outside the covered 

100- by 150-foot enclosure 
she’s called home for near-
ly a decade, their visits will 
taper off from daily, week-
ly and monthly checks to 
once a year.

During a brief ceremo-
ny attended by city, county, 
state and federal officials 
Wednesday at TRACRS, 
Combat Center Chief of 
Staff Col. James F. Harp 

called the joint Marine 
Corps/UCLA venture “a 
great effort in partnership.”

Dr. Brian Henen, an 
ecologist with NREA who 
has been with the program 
since its inception, said the 
two entities teamed up in 
spring 2006 to build the 
six-acre facility in the Sand 
Hill Training Area in hopes 
of boosting the local tor-
toise population. Sand Hill, 
a non-live-fire area about 
10 miles from Mainside, 
was chosen for TRACRS 
because it has the largest 
concentration of desert tor-
toises on the 1,100-square-
mile installation.

TRACRS was UCLA’s 
third joint venture with 
the Department of 
Defense. Earlier head-
start facilities were built 
at the U.S. Army’s Fort 
Irwin National Training 
Center near Barstow and 
at Edwards Air Force Base 
near Lancaster.

The desert tortoise is 
classified as a threatened 
species because its num-
bers have declined rapidly 
over the past few decades 

due to predation and upper 
respiratory disease. Soft 
shells make young tortois-
es particularly vulnerable 
to predators ranging from 
ants and ground squirrels 
to ravens and coyotes.

That first spring, biol-
ogists brought 30 wild 
female tortoises carrying 

Desert Tortoise Headstart 
program makes first release

[
Marine Corps’ Top Shot

Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes for the best
photograph posted on the Corps’ Facebook page. This

week’s top shot comes from Sgt. Zachary Scanlon. ]

The Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon marches off the field after their performance at Citi Field in 
Flushing, N.Y., Sept. 19.

PHOTO BY KELLY O’SULLIVAN

Combat Center Chief of Staff Col. James F. Harp gen-
tly sets No. 2-4, a desert tortoise hatched nine years 
ago at the installation’s Tortoise Research and Captive 
Rearing Site, next to a burrow that biologists dug for 
her in the desert near her old home, Wednesday.

See Tortoise pg. A6
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OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance 
prohibits service members from patronizing 
the following locations. This order applies to 
all military personnel. 

In Oceanside: 
- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,   
Oceanside, Calif., 92054
- Angelo’s Kars,  226 S. Coast Hwy,   
Oceanside, Calif., 92054 
In San Diego:
- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.
- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.
- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-  Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.
In National City:
- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.
- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service 
members from patronizing the following 
locations.

In Twentynine Palms:
- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd. 
- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.
- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.
In Yucca Valley:
- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:
- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits, 
check out the Combat Center’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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Story by Staff Sgt. Bill Rich

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

A major training exercise for 
the personnel of the Navy-Marine 
Corps Team. An exercise designed 
to test and evaluate current doc-
trine and procedures employed in 
an amphibious assault. 

Merit Badge . . . an exercise 
that gave training to all elements 
of an Amphibious Task Force. 
It was an exercise that included 
the coordination of naval gun-
fire and air support, the conduct 
of anti-air warfare, anti-subma-
rine exercises, shore bombard-
ment, the beach assault, guerrilla 
action and finally, securing of 
the objective.

This was Merit Badge and this 
is the story of how 13,000 Marines 
joined forces with the Task Force 
to complete and secure a success-
ful operation.

Movement preparations began 
for the embarkation of more than 
13,000 Marines who composed 
the 13th Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade MEB under the command 
of MGen W. T. Fairbourn.

Marines embarked on Sept. 16 
at San Diego and Camp Del Mar. 
The landing force Marines were 
comprised of the 7th Regimental 
Landing Team, commanded by 
Col. R. M. Twisdale, Landing Force 
Artillery under Col. T. L. Randall 
and the First Service Battalion 
under Col. A. M. Fraser.

The mission of Force Troops, 
Fleet Marine Force Pacific was 
to provide combat ready sup-
port units to augment the Marine 
Divisions. Units from Force 
Troops, Twentynine Palms: 1st 
155 guns commanded by Capt. 
R. M. Cooper moved out from 
their Hi-Desert Base to the coast 
and boarded the USS Calvert, USS 
Stone County, and the USS Tioga.

With the ships loaded the 

Task Force set to sea to con-
duct anti-submarine warfare 
exercises and a bombardment 
of San Clemente Island before 
the actual assault.

On Sept. 23 the 13,000 leath-
ernecks stormed ashore in an 
amphibious assault. Once the 
landing forces had established a 
beachhead support equipment 
and reserve forces moved across 
the beaches.

Force Troops’ self-propelled 
guns from here churned down the 
causeways and moved into staging 
positions. “M” Battery, 4th Bn., 
11th Marines towed their 155mm 
howitzers into concealed positions 
before moving inland to give sup-
port to the assault.

According to the beach party, 
“M” battery set an unofficial record 
for unloading, by completing the 
job of unloading and moving out 
155mm howitzer, artillery battery 
in less than 18 minutes.

On hand to observe the ini-
tial landings early in the morning 
were top ranking Naval and Marine 
officials led by LtGen Carson A. 
Roberts, Commanding General 
Fleet Marine Force Pacific. BGen 
Joseph L. Stewart, commanding 
general, Force Troops. Twentynine 
Palms was there to observe the 
Base units’ action.

After a beachhead was estab-
lished, the assault force moved 
inland. The inland move was 
not an easy one for it was con-
stantly hampered by attacks from 
the “Aggressor,”1st Regimental 
Landing Team, composed of the 
1st and 5th Marines, “K” Battery 
4th Bn. 11th Marines and sup-
port units commanded by Col. 
H. C. Wallace.

Close air support was furnished 
by squadrons from the 3rd Marine 

Aircraft Wing, El Toro coming 
in at speeds of hundreds of miles 
per hour at “tree top level” the 
small but mighty Douglas A4 
“Skyhawk” attack jet, carried an 
array of weapons that raked the 
Aggressor positions which devas-
tation accuracy.

Had the simulated air attacks 
been real, with their concentrated 
bombs, rockets, and machine gun 
fire, the enemy would have realized 
fully the effect of Marine Close Air 
Support . . . a tactic that has grown 
from pre-World War II infancy to 
one of the most powerful of mod-
ern assault techniques.

As “Merit Badge” progressed, 
self=propelled guns moved into 
the hills of Camp Pendleton to 
carry out fire missions in support 
of the brigade. 

As the exercise reached its cli-
max, tired Marines paused and 
looked back over the week’s action. 
Commanders conferred; what had 
taken place over this past two 
weeks, what had been gained what 
had been learned?

Answers are found in a state-
ment by MGen W. T. Fairbourn, 
commanding general, 13th Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade.

“The primary objective of this 
exercise was to accomplish train-
ing objectives established by high-
er authority. These objectives we 
designed to improve the combat 
readiness of the forces involved 
test operational doctrine, tables 
of organization and equipment; 
and develop and evaluate new 
doctrine and to test and evaluate 
new items of equipment under 
field conditions.”

The job was completed and 
Marines played a big role within 
the big picture of out “Force in 
Readiness.”

BELLA LUNA MORENO
Born September 3, 2015

Born to
John and Tiffani Moreno

DILLON CHERRY
Born September 4, 2015

Born to
Darren and Lisa Cherry

ADDISON ROSE STROUB
Born September 4, 2015

Born to
Zachery and Kimberly Stroub

ELLIE NICHOLE GERASIMOVICH
Born September 10, 2015

Born to
Michael and

Cassaundra Gerasimovich

ZOEY ABIGAIL CADE
Born September 13, 2015

Born to
Henry and Rebecca Cade

PEYTON MACKENZIE FARRISH
Born September 16, 2015

Born to
Casey and Minnie Farrish

Exercise “Merit Badge”

"Fall Back"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across

1 "___ two minds 
about it"

5 Onward

10 Kite part

14 Mumbai dress

15 Billiard shot

16 ___ brat

17 Tease

18 Add

19 Madeline in "Clue"

20 Chrome rival

23 Together

24 Opening word?

25 Bring upon oneself

28 Mac platform

31 Fast snacks

32 Steinbeck novel

35 Place for a pig

36 Dog on "Frasier"

37 Meal starter

40 "You Keep Me 
Hangin' On" band

44 Early computer 
language

47 Cyclone part

48 The Dow, e.g.

49 Swelling reducer

51 1977 double-
platinum Steely Dan 
album

52 They're taken 
undercover

58 Comic Fey

59 Strike back

60 College in New 
Rochelle

62 Coup d' ___

63 Carpenter's 
machine

64 Surgeon General 
under Reagan

65 Ticker locale: Abbr.

66 Look of disdain

67 Cutting part

Down

1 Medit. country

2 What to call a lady

3 Ricelike pasta

4 Go up in smoke

5 Copious

6 Spoils

7 Are, in Argentina

8 "Like, no way!"

9 Patron saint of 
France

10 Put up with put-
downs

11 1994 Peace 
Nobelist

12 Returnee's cry

13 Some wildcats

21 Calvary inscription

22 Musical McEntire

25 Part of T.G.I.F.

26 "___ a chance"

27 Boo-hoo

28 Chestnut

29 Unfortunately

30 Case for Mulder

33 Director Wiseman

34 Rustic locale

37 Unmatched

38 Add years to one's 
life

39 Cowboy's moniker

40 Cell phone mode

41 Rent-___

42 Pacific island nation

43 Not the same

44 Penn State 
conference

45 Mental sharpness

46 Regarded to be

50 Young ladies

51 Following

53 Gravitate (toward)

54 Recent

55 Yearn

56 Kind of ring or 
swing

57 Kiss, in British slang

61 Parrot
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Sudoku Puzzle #3774-M

Medium

1 2 3
2 4 5

5 6 7 8
3 7 5 8

5 8 1 9
1 2 6 5

9 2 8 6
6 7 5

4 3 2

© 2009 Hometown Content

Sudoku Solution #3768-D

5 1 2 7 3 8 9 4 6
4 3 9 5 1 6 2 7 8
7 6 8 9 4 2 3 5 1
3 2 4 1 7 9 8 6 5
9 7 6 8 5 4 1 3 2
1 8 5 2 6 3 7 9 4

6 9 3 4 2 1 5 8 7
8 5 1 6 9 7 4 2 3
2 4 7 3 8 5 6 1 9

P T S K I B O S H C A F E

A R E I D O T O O O L D S

V I E N N A B O Y S Q U I R E

L U K E H O E P U S

O N E T W O S I T T E R

V E R S O A S P P E A T Y

R A S C A L A P S E

B A C K S P A C E Q U A Y

A U R A S E R E N E

D R A M S N E D I M A M S

S Y L P H S P I E P A N

S U E U S A N I N E

T A K I N G O N E S Q U E U E

C H I T A V I A T E C A R

B I D E R A T T E D E L S



>I’m a natural musician, for as long as I 

remember I’ve been good at music. 

>I really enjoy the rhythms and the beat; 

it is something that sort of resonates with me. 

I don’t care about the lyrics, I care about the 

music. If it’s rhythmically good and it flows than 

I really enjoy it. 

>The emotions evoked when you can just 

feel the music is something that happens with 

me with all kinds of music whether its rock, pop 

or classical. 

>I like creating music like that too. When 

you hear something beautiful, and you get the 

opportunity to make it, then it’s that much better.

>I grew up with 80s rock. Led Zeppelin and 

Aerosmith are some of my favorite bands.

>I started playing trumpet in the sixth 

grade and played throughout high school. I also 

picked up piano in high school. I had the oppor-

tunity to play at high school events and church.

>I’ve sang in a number of groups and 

choirs and have had the opportunity to sing all 

over the world.

>I used to sing in a music group called 

the Atlantic Boy Choir. We performed for Pope 

John Paul II, at the Vatican. We toured the world 

and sang for a lot of people, which was a great 

experience for me. I don’t know too many peo-

ple who have been to Italy and Vatican City by 

the time they were 13. 

>When I got older, I also sang for the 

Atlantic Men’s Choir where we traveled across 

the United States and Canada. We would sing 

at many historical places and in large cathe-

drals. It was great experiencing all those amaz-

ing places. 

>Music gave me the opportunity to 

travel the world. Being in the Marines, I would 

like to emulate that and be able to see the rest 

of the world.

>I like challenges and doing new things. I 

enjoy outdoor activities such as camping, hiking, 

soccer and rock climbing.

>I like soccer over all the other 
sports because I like to run and feel the 

wind on my face. 

>Unlike football and basketball where 

there is a time out every 30 seconds, you’re con-

stantly moving and have to think on your feet. 

You are required to be able to access the situation 

and figure it out on the fly.

>I took a couple years of college at 

Kennesaw State University. I realized the college 

experience was not to my liking so I dropped out. 

Being stuck in the classroom listening to lectures 

for hours on end wasn’t my sort of learning expe-

rience so I got a job.

>I grew up in Snellville, Ga. It was a 

small town about 20 minutes from Atlanta. At 

first it was nature with stars and trees and over 

time it kind of dwindled away. I saw the city 

grow up around me and when I got a chance, 

I moved away so I could be in the wilderness 

again. My family still lives in the same house 

we grew up in.

>I’ve always been patriotic and wanted to 

serve my country whether it was as police, a fire 

fighter or in the military. My parents and grand-

parents have worked in government service jobs. 

>I choose the Marines because if I was 

going to do something, I wanted to be the 

best at it. I felt like the Marines were the best 

of the best. 

>I’ve been married to my wife for about 

five years. It’s difficult after being in a relation-

ship for that long to separate for months at a 

time and only be able to write letters or talk over 

the phone.

>Knowing the benefits that the Marine 

Corps provides, we are excited for the future 

because they do put emphasis on family. 

>My goal is to finish out a college degree 

and see where it goes from there. There are a lot 

of programs and services offered by the military 

that I look forward to making use of.

Eric

Montgomery has been 
singing since he was 
two years old. Since 
then, he has performed 
all over the world to 
include Vatican City.

WHAT I’VE LEARNED
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MONTGOMERY

IntervIewed and photographed by Lance cpL. LevI SchuLtz

Do you need  a gown for the 
Marine Birthday Ball?
Desert Best Friend’s Closet is hosting 

its 6th Annual

Military Ball Gown 
Program!

One weekend only - October 16th, 
17th and 18th

NEW LOCATION:
At the Rabobank Regional Business Center

Also known as CVEP/iHub

3111 East Tahquitz Canyon Way,
 Palm Springs, CA 92262

(Across from the Palm Springs Airport and the Palm 
Springs City Hall)

You must call
Desert Best Friend’s Closet

(760) 776-9975 or email cgolds@bfcloset.org
to schedule a dress appointment

(No walk-ins please)
**Must show valid military ID card to 

receive a dress**

Saturday, Oct 3 • 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Yucca Valley Community Center, Cholla Room

57116 Twentynine Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley

Master Composter
Training

To sign up, or for more information,
call 951.265.8699 or e-mail MC_Coordinator@dnbvisions.com.
Seating is limited, so please RSVP by Friday, October 3.

For more info, visit www.urecycle.org, or call 1-888-URECYCLE.

FREE

The workshop is sponsored by
The Town of Yucca Valley, the City of Twentynine Palms,

the County of San Bernardino and the
Mojave Desert & Mountain Recycling Authority

The FREE workshop will discuss:
•	 Backyard Composting
•	 Vermicomposting (composting with worms)
•	 Grasscycling
•	 Recycling
•	 Becoming a Master Composter Volunteer

MC Training Ad-Fall 2015.indd   1 9/15/15   9:57 AM

Cinema 6
Showtimes Effective
10/2/15 - 10/7/15

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

The Martian (PG13)
2D  1:30  9:00

3D  6:00
Sicario 

(R)
1:30  6:00  9:00

Hotel Transylvania 2 
(PG)

2D  4:00  9:00
3D  1:30    6:30  

The Intern
(PG13)

1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00

Snellville, Ga., Student, Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, Age 28
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$Million

Call for your Tee Time Today  760.365.0033
Open Daily at 7am 

55100 Martinez Trail • Yucca Valley, CA
www.hawkslandinggolf.com

During over-seed, (9/28-10-25) we will remain OPEN with at least 
6 holes and offer a $5 discount

Come play golf at Hawk’s Landing 
Golf Club any Saturday during the 

month of October and get a 
chance to qualify to win $1,000,000!

$$ Shoot Out!
$Million $$ Shoot Out!

• One closest to the pin winner each Saturday will qualify for 
the finals (on designated hole)

• Must pay green fee plus $1 and play between 10am - 2pm
to be eligible. The extra $1 will benefit the Miracle League. 

Ask at the Pro-Shop for details!
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I FOUGHT WITH YOU IN COMBAT,
NOW LET ME FIGHT  IN COURT!

10601 Civic Center Drive, Suite 100
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

www.encarnlaw.com

Contested Military Divorce and Family Law 
Veterans Benefits • Criminal Defense • DUI 

Evictions • Estate Planning • Bankruptcy
and more!

(909) 581-4351
“Cpl. Encarn”

Proudly served as a 
Marine, ‘01 -’05,

29 Palms, 2/7 Wpns,
CAAT PLT

 Call us to 
 promote your 

 business today!

 (760) 365-3315
 (760) 367-3577

 Local
  Marketing 

 Opportunities!

More than
120,000 

likes
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has ever existed,” said Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus. “He kept it ready to respond to any crisis 
throughout the globe in spite of budget constraints, 
threat of sequestration and the impact of continu-
ing resolutions.”

During his time as the 36th Commandant of the 

Marine Corps, Dunford moved forward to meet chal-
lenges with his planning guidance stressing innovation, 
adaption and winning America’s battles.

“I feel fortunate because a few minutes ago Gen. 
Neller became my commandant,” said Dunford. “Just 
like all the other Marines and sailors, I have the good for-

tune to have a leader who’s passionate, has extraordinary 
operational capability, and he has extraordinary energy 
and vision to take us into the future. We couldn’t be in 
better hands.”

Dunford will assume his new position as the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Sept. 25.

Command from pg. A1

Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps Ronald L. Green, right, hands the Marine 
Corps Battle Colors to 36th Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Joseph 
F. Dunford, Jr., during the passage of command ceremony at Marine Corps 
Barracks Washington, D.C., Sept. 24.

Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter speaks during the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps passage of command ceremony at Marine Corps Barracks Washington, 
D.C., Sept. 24.

166 eggs to TRACRS, 
returning them to their 
home ranges after they laid 
their clutches in burrows 
at the facility. When the 
hatchlings began emerging 
in August 2006, biologists 
marked each one with 
tracking numbers. They 
counted 120 hatchlings in 
all, 114 live tortoises and 
six that had died, Henen 
said.

No. 2-4 was the fourth 
hatchling of the second 
tortoise to lay her eggs at 
the facility.

In mid-September, biol-
ogists began releasing the 
largest of that first cohort 
of hatchlings. No. 2-4 
marked the 35th and final 
release this year. 

After Harp set her gen-
tly on the ground next to a 
burrow biologists dug for 
her near a creosote bush 
just yards from her former 
home, No. 2-4 wasted no 
time going inside to check 
out what could become 
her new digs. She emerged 
a couple of minutes later, 
setting off across the desert 
at a brisk clip.

“This is either curiosi-
ty or discomfort,” UCLA 
research professor Dr. 
Ken Nagy said of No. 2-4’s 
walkabout. “If it’s curiosi-
ty, she will probably come 
back to the burrow.”

UCLA research assis-
tant Margaret Adam aimed 
to find out. She spent about 
four hours Wednesday 
afternoon hovering in the 
background as No. 2-4 
explored her surround-

ings, following the tor-
toise’s wanderings with a 
radio receiver that emitted 
a slow and steady series of 
“blip, blip, blip” sounds.

Back at TRACRS, 
another 440 tortoises 
hatched between 2006 and 
2013 remain in their pens. 
They’ll stay there, dining 
on native vegetation, until 
they are large enough to 
survive periods when food 
and water are scarce, and 
their shells are hard enough 
to withstand predators’ 
attacks. 

To qualify for release, 
a tortoise must be at least 
4 inches long. No. 4-25 
and No. 24-24, a pair 
of active 3-year-olds that 
some visitors to the site 
Wednesday got to hold 
in gloved hands, illus-
trate just how far the 
youngest tortoises have 
to go to reach that mile-

stone. Each is no bigger 
than a deck of cards.

The next release is 
scheduled for fall 2016 
and others will follow over 
the next few years, Henen 
said, noting that biolo-
gists will monitor all of 
the released tortoises over 
several years to determine 
their survival rates. In the 
captive rearing site, sur-
vivorship rates have been 
high, ranging from 85 per-
cent to 96 percent.

Henen and Nagy, who 
have worked side by side 
overseeing the program 
and monitoring the young 
tortoises’ progress over 
the past nine years, are like 
proud parents who just 
dropped off their kids at 
their first college dorm.

 “Kind of like a par-
ent, I’m a little worried,” 
Henen said. “We’re excit-
ed, but cautious.”

Tortoise 
from pg. A1

Domestic from pg. A1
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TRACRS tortoise facts
• The 35 tortoises released from TRACRS are 
the offspring of 14 mothers, whose home ranges 
are as far as 2 1/2 miles from the facility. The 
home range of No. 2-4’s mother encompasses 
TRACRS. The day before No. 2-4’s release, 
biologists spotted her mother mating with a wild 
male (CM-4) just outside TRACRS’ fenceline. 
Both were near the facility on release day; the 
male delighted visitors when he walked through 
an open outer gate and through the crowd as they 
prepared to leave.
• At age 9, No. 2-4 and the other tortoises 
released this fall are likely too young breed. 
Desert tortoises normally reach sexual maturity 
between the ages of 12 and 20.
• Desert tortoises lay their egg clutches in bur-
rows. The babies’ gender is determined by egg 
temperature during incubation. Biologists use the 
phrase “hot mamas and cool daddies,” meaning 
eggs laid higher in a burrow will produce female 
hatchlings while those laid further underground 
will produce male hatchlings.

violence include; family 
discord, extreme jeal-
ousy, economic stress, 
and behavioral health 
concerns. Early identifi-
cation and intervention 
may help a service mem-
ber preserve their family, 
health and career. 

During October, our 
installation will host 
events to celebrate 
healthy relationships, 
educate the communi-
ty, and connect families 
with available support 
resources.   We invite 
you to participate in 
the events and activi-
ties scheduled aboard 
our installation for the 
month of October.  
These events and activi-
ties will help you to live 
by core values to devel-

op healthy relationships.  
We will offer weekly 
Lunch & Learns.  All of 
the Lunch & Learns will 
be held from 1130-1230.
• October 8, 2015 
-Tough Couples 
Challenge -Ocotillo 
Community Center
• October 15, 
2015 - Live, Laugh, 
Love -Desert View 
Community Center
• October 22, 2015 - 
Couples Communication 
Techniques -Adobe 
Flats Community Center
• October 29, 2015 - 
Developing Healthy 
Relationships -Robert E. 
Bush Naval Hospital

By participating in 
our Lunch & Learns you 
will have the opportuni-
ty to win a gift card to 

the main exchange.  
We will also host the 

2nd Annual Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
“Porker Run Style” 
Motorcycle Ride on 
October 30.  For fur-
ther information, contact 
Michele Godfrey at 830-
6345.

For further infor-
mation about how to 
receive these services, 
please call 760-830-
6345. And remember, 
relationships should 
be safe. If you suspect 
that you or a loved one 
is a victim of domes-
tic violence or intimate 
partner violence, please 
don’t hesitate to contact 
a victim advocate using 
the 24/7 response line 
at 760-362-9837. 
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*As reported by Military Times/Edge Magazine
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We want you to make an informed decision about the university that’s right for you. For more about the graduation rate and median debt 
of students who completed each program, as well as other important information—visit www.APUS.edu/disclosure.

THE TOP CHOICE OF 
SERVICEMEMBERS. 

WITH 60,000 MILITARY STUDENTS, THE WORD IS OUT — BUT WE’RE JUST 
GETTING STARTED.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.AMUONLINE.COM/OBSERVATION

People talk. And right now, they’re talking about AMU. Built upon student referrals, AMU is the global 
leader in education for the U.S. military. Since we offer more than 90 online degrees, from Business 
to Transportation and Logistics, you can do anything you set your mind to — whether in the military or 
transitioning out.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
LANCE CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

The Combat Center’s training areas are home to 
many forms of wildlife and hidden archaeological 
wonders. Conservation Law Enforcement Officers, 
Natural and Cultural Resources, Natural Resources and 
Environmental Affairs, work to preserve these unique 
and irreplaceable entities aboard the base.

“The purpose of [CLEO] is to ensure the protec-
tion of natural and cultural resources,” said Richard 
Frausto, conservation law enforcement officer, Natural 
and Cultural Resources, NREA. “We have an agreement 
with the [United States] Fish and Wildlife Service to 
enforce regulations aboard the Combat Center.”

CLEO regularly performs patrols through the Combat 
Center’s more than 700,000 acres of desert terrain. While 
patrolling, the officers look out for poachers and scrap-
pers whom may be looking to illegally obtain artifacts, 
endangered species or metal from expended munition 
casings and ordnance both exploded and unexploded.

“We perform range patrols to make sure there is no 
encroachment by those who may be looking to acquire 
metals illegally,” Frausto said. “It is also to ensure the 
training of service members can continue without harm-
ing the resources on base.”

The program works to maintain the protected spe-
cies on the base such as the desert tortoise and migra-
tory birds from poachers and collectors. One of the 
laws enforced by CLEO is the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act, protecting all birds except the House Sparrow, 
Rock Dove and starlings. They also enforce laws that 
protect the base’s more than 2,000 recorded archaeo-
logical sites.

“CLEO is a program funded by the Marine Corps 
with collaboration through the FWS,” said Brian Henen, 
ecologist, NREA. “The natural resources laws enforced 
by the program include the Endangered Species Act and 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

These laws serve to protect the various threatened 
species that migrate through the base. The desert tortoise 
is one of these species that is exclusive to the Mojave 

and Sonoran deserts of southwestern United States and 
northwestern Mexico.

According to Henen, the cultural laws included a few 
other mandates such as the Native American Grave 
and Repatriation Act and the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act. These mandates protect human remains, 
burial sites, cultural sites, rock art and tools which may 
be left behind by Native American cultures that migrated 
through the area seasonally for 10,000 years. The more 
prominent tribes included the Serrano, Cahuilla, Mojave 
and Chemehuevi.

Coordinating alongside other outside agencies, CLEO 
works to ensure training aboard the base can continue 
without a detrimental effect to the environment or the 
various cultural resources aboard the Combat Center. 

“CLEO oversees the protection of the natural resourc-
es on base and working with other agencies to do the 
same thing such as National Park Services and Bureau of 
Land Management,” Frausto said. “Our ultimate goal is 
to maintain those resources not only now but for future 
generations to come.”

CLEO protects natural 
and cultural resources

Richard Frausto, conservation law enforcement 
officer, Natural and Cultural Resources, Natural 
Resources and Environmental Affairs, patrols the 
Combat Center’s ranges enforcing laws protecting 
the unique and irreplaceable natural and cultural 
resources.

Richard Frausto, conservation law enforcement 
officer, Natural and Cultural Resources, Natural 
Resources and Environmental Affairs, checks his 
computer during a patrol of the Combat Center’s 
ranges, Sept. 25.

Richard Frausto, conservation law enforcement 
officer, Natural and Cultural Resources, Natural 
Resources and Environmental Affairs, performs a 
patrol to ensure the protection of natural and cultural 
resources of the Combat Center’s ranges, Sept. 25.
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approval of credit. $1,000 reward card or $1000 VW bonus cash applies to lease or purchase of 2015 VW Jetta, Passat or
Tiguan gas models. Advertised prices expires date of publication.

67909 E Palm Canyon Drive • Cathedral City CA 92234

$13,995*
NEW 2015 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA S

36 MONTH LEASE

$129 Mo.
Plus
Tax*

• 36 month lease. $199 per month plus tax. $2,349 due at signing. No security deposit. 12,000 miles per year. 36,000 total miles. Excess mileage
charged at .20 cents per mile. MSRP $34,270 excluding destination charge. On approval of credit. VIN#905480

NEW 2015 E-GOLF LIMITED EDITION 4-DR.

• 36 month lease. $169.00 per month plus tax. $2,499 due at signing including $1,000 Volkswagen bonus cash. No security deposit. 12,000 miles per
year. 36,000 total miles. Excess mileage charged at .20 cents per mile. MSRP $27,130 excluding destination charge. On approval of credit. VIN#615125

NEW 2015 TIGUAN S 2.0T
• 36 month lease. $169.00 per month plus tax. $2,499 due at lease signing including $1,000 Volkswagen bonus cash. No security deposit. 12,000 miles per
year. 36,000 total miles. Excess mileage charged at .20 cents per mile. MSRP $22,430 excluding destination charge. On approval of credit. VIN#104854
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36 MONTH LEASE

$169 Mo.
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$169 Mo.
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USED CAR SPECIALS
• 36 th l . $199 p onth plus tax. $2,349 du

FIVE AT THIS PRICE

ONE AT THIS PRICE
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2006 Volkswagen GTI
#086902

WAS $11,915
NOW $10,915

2007 Dodge Grand Caravan
#149907

WAS $9,995
NOW $7,915

2007 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT
#236063

WAS $19,995
NOW $17,915

2013 Nissan Sentra
#708398

WAS $12,915
NOW $11,978

2014 VW Jetta SE
#229779

WAS $13,915
NOW $12,978

2013 Hyundai Elantra GLS
#652602

WAS $14,995
NOW $13,915

2014 Hyundai Elantra
#465561

WAS $14,915
NOW $13,978

2014 BMW 428i x Drive
#245004

WAS $39,995
NOW $38,915

2013 Nissan Altima
#916156

WAS $16,915
NOW $14,978

2013 Nissan Altima
#481416

WAS $16,915
NOW $14,978

2012 Scion xB
#026390

WAS $15,915
NOW $14,915

2014 Chevrolet Camaro LT
#308355

WAS $24,915
NOW $23,915

2014 Dodge Caravan
#206224

WAS $18,915
NOW $17,978

2013 VW Jetta TDI
#206870

WAS $18,915
NOW $17,978

2014 VW Passat SE
#061945

WAS $22,910
NOW $19,978

2013 Lexus ES350
#024854

WAS $33,995
NOW $32,915

2013 Volkswagen Passat
Wolsfurg Ed. #021462
WAS $19,995
NOW $18,915

2015 CHEVROLET CORVETTE

$72,915
1,211 Miles!

STK#117890

MANAGER’S
SPECIAL

2013 Volkswagen EOS
#001730

WAS $26,995
NOW $25,915

PHOTOS BY LANCE CPL. CONNOR HANCOCK

Marines volunteered to assist the Palm Springs Bureau of Land Management 
and National Environmental Education Foundation, to clean and maintain trails 
in Big Morongo Canyon Preserve in Morongo Valley, Calif., on National Public 
Lands Day, Saturday. 

National Public Lands Day encourages volunteers to improve public lands nation-
wide. More than 20 Combat Center Marines from Marine Corps Communication-
Electronics School volunteered for the clean-up. 

Marines maintain Big 
Morongo Canyon Preserve

Pfc. James Jones, student, Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, 
removes a log from a trail at Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Morongo Valley, Calif., 
on National Public Lands Day, Saturday.

Pfc. Melvin Hardy, student, Marine 
Corps Communication-Electronics 
School, trims excess vegetation from 
a boardwalk at Big Morongo Canyon 
Preserve, Morongo Valley, Calif., on 
National Public Lands Day, Saturday.

Pvt. Jessie Williamson, student, 
Marine Corps Communication-
Electronics School, clears off a 
boardwalk at Big Morongo Canyon 
Preserve, Morongo Valley, Calif., on 
National Public Lands Day, Saturday.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
LANCE CPL. THOMAS MUDD

Volunteers and employees of the Combat Center’s 
Archeology and Paleontology Curation Center construct-
ed a Monarch Butterfly Garden at the Curation Center, 
Saturday. 

The garden is being created to help the butterflies that 
inhabit the installation. In recent years the population 
of the Monarch Butterfly has been decreasing and the 
Combat Center is doing its part to conserve and improve 
those numbers. The garden will be filled with various 
flowers and several types of Milkweed, which is the only 
type of plant the Monarch Butterfly uses to lay eggs.

“The purpose of the garden is to give a safe place 
for the Monarch Butterfly to feed and reproduce,” said 
D’Anne Albers, curation technician, Curation Center. 
“The federal government recently put out a mandate tell-
ing everyone to do what they can to help the butterflies.”

The federal government came out with a “National 
Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other 
Pollinators” mandate which promotes the creation of 
habitats for the Monarch Butterfly as well as several other 
pollinating insects and stops the decrease of their respec-
tive populations.

The Department of Defense Legacy Award program 
and the Officers’ Spouses Club gave the Curation Center 
a grant to construct the garden for National Public Lands 
Day. National Public Lands Day is held annually at the 
end of each September. The day promotes the conserva-
tion of public lands throughout the United States.

“We received the grants to build the garden but we 
could not have completed the garden if it was not for the 
volunteers from the base,” Albers said.

According to Albers, the members of the Curation 
Center were unsure if the foundation of the garden would 
be completed that day. The volunteers were glad to partic-
ipate in the project and were able to complete everything 
except for the irrigation and sowing of the garden’s plants, 
which is estimated to be completed by mid-November.

“It makes me proud to be one of the people who 
worked to make something that will give life,” said 
Lance Cpl. Jason Loofborough, supply clerk, Exercise 
Support Division.

The Monarch Butterfly Garden will be the Combat 
Center’s helping hand in preserving the butterflies and 
bringing wildlife to the Combat Center.

Curation Center breaks ground 
with Monarch Butterfly Garden

Lance Cpl. Aaron Wrenforrester, ammunition technician, Center Magazine Area, sets the base of the Monarch 
Butterfly Garden during it construction at the Combat Center’s Archeology and Paleontology Curation Center, 
Saturday.

Pfc. Michael Pressley, ammunition technician, Center Magazine Area, digs an area which will be used to 
irrigate the Monarch Butterfly Garden at the Combat Center’s Archeology and Paleontology Curation Center, 
Saturday.

Sgt. Gilberto Collin, instructor, Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, shapes a brick used on the 
retaining wall during the construction of a new Monarch Butterfly Garden foundation at the Combat Center’s 
Archeology and Paleontology Curation Center, Saturday.

Lance Cpl. Miguel Alfau-Pozo, ground radio repairer, 
Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, 
levels the garden’s dirt while working on the Monarch 
Butterfly Garden at the Combat Center’s Archeology 
and Paleontology Curation Center, Saturday.

Marine volunteers from the Combat Center add the 
last shovels full of dirt to a Monarch Butterfly Garden 
at the Combat Center’s Archeology and Paleontology 
Curation Center, Saturday.
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Liberty Call

Combat Center Events

TOUGH MINDED 
OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

This column sponsored by:

Dr. Lou can be reached at 760-367-4627
800-995-1620

res19mxc@verizon.net

Las Palmas Mexican Cuisine
55792 29 Palms Highway

Yucca Valley – (760)-369-7164

Las Palmas Mexican Cuisine
11349 Palm Drive

Desert Hot Springs – (760)-329-2048

There are many outstanding people in our Morongo 
Basin.  One that comes to mind is Rae Rupert. Raeʼs 
loving husband, Gerald, passed away in 2011. Her 
daughters, Imani and Maya, graduated from Yucca 
Valley High and went away to college. Rae, feeling 
isolated, followed the advice of a friend and began 
attending my seminars. 

Rae stands out, not because she is African-
American, but because she is so full of positive energy. 
One canʼt be around her but to feel her generosity of 
spirit as it comes out in all she does. Rae is a tough 
minded optimist and she passed that characteristic on to 
her daughters. �

Both daughters earned undergraduate degrees at the 
UC, Santa Barbara. Since high school Imani and Maya 
were involved in myriad extracurricular activities 
especially in matters of social justice and equality. 

Imani went on to University of Chicago where she 
earned a graduate degree in social work. She settled in 
Chicago where she married and now successfully 
directs a social program targeting homeless LGBT 
youth. Maya earned a law degree from UC, Berkeley, 
and went on to practice at a Los Angeles firm. Her 
career lead her to Washington D.C. where President 
Obama appointed her Chief of Staff for the Office of 
General Counsel at HUD. 

Rae says the best years of her life have been the 30 
years spent here in Yucca Valley. Sheʼs proud of her 
daughters and, in fact, they are a source of pride for all 
of Morongo Basin.

Dr. Marc Siegmund
and Ernesto Velarde

Chula Vista, CA

Skyview Chapel
Church of God
Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano

Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m. 
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley

(760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086 

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
This Week’s Spotlight Church

“The will of God will 
never take you where 
the grace of God will 

not protect you.”

This space available. 
Call your advertising representative 

today to place your services.

365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

We will be happy to help you set up 
your ad so you can let the community 

know when your services are held.

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am 
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

www.stmartinschurch29.org (760) 367-7133

Vicar, Peggy Ventris

For more  information 
and to place your ad

Call 

Spread the Word!
�Promote your services in our

Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

Sunday 10:00 A.M.
Worship

Sunday School Child Care

29 Palms
5688 Sunrise Drive

760-361-0086 
www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH

6450 Star Dune Ave, 29 Palms
760- 367-9269

www.ipoputheran.org

Sunday Service 
10:30 am

Wed. Bible Study 
6 pm

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail

Medal of Honor recipient, Sgt. Dakota Meyer, will 
be returning to the Combat Center for Hiring Our 
Heroes workshop, Oct. 7. Unit or section reservations 
can be made by a staff non-commissioned officer or 
officer. Seating limited to 85 per session. For more 
information, contact the Career Resource Office at 
780.830.7225.
The Combat Center Library is hosting a pumpkin 
decorating contest, Oct. 1 through Oct. 29. Drop off 
your own painted, decorated or bedazzled pumpkin 
to the Combat Center Library. There will be a grand 
prize winner for each age group. For more informa-
tion, contact 760.830.6875.
The Auto Skills Center is celebrating the grand 
opening for Combat Auto Parts Oct. 2 from 12 - 3pm. 
There will be a barbeque, cold refreshments and 
hourly giveaways. For more information or to register, 
contact 760.830.1145.
Family Advocacy program is hosting weekly Lunch 
and Learns, Thursdays through the month of October, 
at Lincoln Military Housing Community Centers and 
Naval Hospital for Domestic Violence Month. The 
next Lunch and Learn is Oct. 8, at the Ocotillo 
Community Center from 11:30 to 12:30. For more 
information, contact 760.830.6345.
Operation Live Well presents “Fight the Enemy” 
video contest. Submit your best 29 second video that 
advocates against tobacco and electronic cigarettes. 
Open to ages 13-18. Prizes will be awarded for the 
top three videos. To enter and view contest rules, go 
to health.mil/FightTheEnemy.

Friday, October 2
6:00 p.m. – A Walk in the Woods, R
8:30 p.m. – No Escape, R
Saturday, October 3
12:00 p.m. – Ricki and the Flash, PG-13
2:30 p.m. – Hitman: Agent 47, R
5:00 p.m. – American Ultra, R
7:00 p.m. – A Walk in the Woods, R
Sunday, October 4
12:00 p.m. – The Man from U.N.C.L.E., PG-13
2:30 p.m. – Straight Outta Compton, R
5:30 p.m. – No Escape, R
8:00 p.m. – Sinister 2, R
Monday, October 5
7:00 p.m. – American Ultra, R
Tuesday, October 6
7:00 p.m. – No Escape, R
Wednesday, October 7
6:30 p.m. – Straight Outta Compton, R
Thursday, October 8
5:00 p.m. – Ricki and the Flash, PG-13
7:30 p.m. – The Man from UNCLE, PG-13

Sunset Cinema

  NEIL POND

“Black Mass”
Starring Johnny Depp, Joel Edgerton 
and Benedict Cumberbatch
Directed by Scott Cooper
Rated R

In the crime underworld, there’s 
nothing lower than a rat—a snitch, a 
two-timer, an informer who sells his soul 
to save his skin.

Early in this powerful screen adapta-
tion of the 2001 book by Boston Globe 
reporters Dick Lehr and Gerard O’Neill, 
Irish-American hood “Whitey” Bulger 
(Johnny Depp) meets with FBI agent 
John Connelly (Joel Edgerton), who 
wants Bulger’s help in reeling in some 
even bigger fish—the Italian Mafia. 

Connelly asks Bulger to become 
an informant. Bulger recoils. “Do you 
know what I do to rats?” he hisses. 

The audience doesn’t, but we’ll soon 
find out. And if it’s anything like we just 
saw Bulger do to a guy who displeased 
him with some sloppy snack-food eti-
quette, we can guess it’ll be ugly, brutal 
and swift.  

In Boston crime lore, James “Whitey” 
Bulger was a legend, a local neighbor-
hood kid who became a fearsome under-
world kingpin. A career criminal, he was 
a stone-cold killer who kept his South 
Boston crew, the Winter Hill Gang, busy 

with murder, extortion and drug dealing. 
But he could also be kind to old ladies, a 
loving father and a doting son. 

Black Mass begins in 1975, and 
shows how Bulger did, indeed, become 
an informant, creating an unholy alliance 
that—ironically—expanded his crimi-
nal reign by giving him “protection,” 
and drawing agent Connelly dangerously 
deep into Bulger’s world. It also com-
plicated things for Connelly’s childhood 
friend, the Massachusetts state senator 
(Benedict Cumberbatch) who happened 
to be Bulger’s younger brother.  

Gangsters and crime movies are 
Hollywood staples, and there are char-
acters and scenes in Black Mass that 
may indeed remind you of things that 
came before: The Godfather, Goodfellas, 
The Departed. But this gangster flick 
has something unique: Johnny Depp as 
one of modern history’s most infamous 
mobsters, reminding us how great he can 
be when he digs deep into a serious role. 

Burying the memories of some of his 
broader, more flamboyant performanc-
es (Capt. Jack Sparrow, Willy Wonka, 
Edward Scissorhands, Tonto) behind 
piercing blue contact lenses, a yellowed 
front tooth, an artificially receding hair-
line and subtle facial prosthetics, he 
hones in and practically disappears into 
the part of the notorious, psychopathic 
crime boss. You get chills whenever he’s 
onscreen, especially in close-up, when his 

eyes can become as cold and menacing as 
any weapon. 

The cast—which also includes Dakota 
Johnson, Kevin Bacon, Peter Saarsgard, 
Jesse Pelmons, Rory Cochrane, Corey 
Stoll, Julianne Nicholson and Adam 
Scott—is uniformly strong. The stark, 
sophisticated cinematography, by master 
lensman Masonobu Takayanagi (Silver 
Linings Playbook, The Grey, Warrior) 
basks in the bleak ’70 and ’80s grunge of 
the film’s Beantown settings and evokes 
the amoral chill of its tale. The set design 
captures all the details of the era, from 
the big American Fords, Lincolns and 
Cadillacs—the rides of choice of the 
mobsters—to the reel-to-reel recorders 
used by the Feds. Director Scott Cooper, 
who previously steered Jeff Bridges in 
Crazy Heart (2009), meticulously juggles 
the players and pieces of the sprawl-
ing, intense, character-driven story that 
sweeps across a full decade, with a post-
script in 1995. 

“Southie kids, we went straight from 
playing cops and robbers on the play-
ground to doin’ it for real on the 
streets,” says one Bulger’s henchmen 
on the trajectory that led his boss and 
associates from tough childhoods in 
South Boston into careers of crime. 
That may not have turned out to be 
the best life choice, but it sure had the 
makings of one heck of a fine gangster 
movie, rats and all.  

Johnny Depp is riveting as Boston 
crime kingpin Whitey Bulger
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LOTS & ACREAGE

120

LAND FOR SALE
VISIT

www.basinwide
foundation.com

REAL ESTATE

130

29 Palms

Fixer upper, 3bd/3ba 
1940 sqft, 4car/gar 
3.484 acres, $140,000. 
Call brkr 909-792-8977

APT. & DUPLEXES

200

29 Palms

 Apts In 29 Palms
Clean Lg 2bd/2ba, 
all new tile, w/ own 
laundry room. $579 

mo to mo.
2bd/1ba, w/gar, stv 
& frdg, all new tile & 

paint. $549 mo to mo.
760-831-7447

Studio - 29 Palms 
760-898-6648 near 

Stater Bros, sml yard, 
newer carpet & appl 

$490+dep

Apts & M/Homes 
Large 1 bdrm $475

1 bdrm w/utilities $590 
includes back yard. 

Also available 2 bdrm
 (760) 699-4488

Lrg 1bd/1ba 29 Palms. 
760-898-6648 Newer 
carpet & appl, clean & 
quiet. $525/mo.

Yucca ValleY

Large 2bd/1ba w/gar, 
swamp,w/d hk-up, lg 
yard, Sect 8 ok. Nice 
area!  760-275-6026.

Close to Shopping 2 & 
3bd/2 ba, fenced yard, 
garage, W&T paid, no 

pets.
$625-650 + Security

760-365-2500

2bd/1ba,10acres, utils 
incld, fully fncd, $800/
mo. 53353 29 Palms 
Hwy (760) 365-5596

*****SPECIAL*****
Move In Deal O.A.C.
$960 Total=Rent+Sec.
2+2 w/gar, water paid
NO pets, Perf for 2/3
(951) 312-9513  24/7

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

Equal Housing 
Opportunity

All real estate adver-
tising in this news-
paper is subject to 
the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 
as amended, which 
makes it illegal to 
advertise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or dis-
crimination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national 
origin, or an intention 
to make any such 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertisement for 
real estate which is in 
violation of the law. 
Our readers are here-
by informed that all 
dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. 
To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD 
toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590.

Hi-Desert 
Publishing Co.

29 Palms

3bd/2ba large yard, 
covered patio, 2 1/2 
car gar. All apps in-
cld. $800+dep. 619-
743-0408 29 Palms
29P NICE AREA 3bd/ 
2ba, w den, tile, lrg 
walkin closets, fncd bk-
yard, $1250 +dep OAC 
Call 760-898-1122

29P Desert Vista, 
4bd/2ba, NEW paint 
& carpet,  double car 
garage, all amenities, 
$1050. Also 2bd house 
Call 760-902-0295

29 Palms HOUSE on 
Hill w/View! 1-Bd,1-
Ba. Fridge/Stove/
Swamp.$600/mo. J.R. 
310-670-4974 Near 
Casino!

29P- 3/2 home, A/C, 
swamp, nat gas, 
fenced backyard, ceil-
ing fans, $925/mo. 
(310) 890-5155

Joshua Tree

Charming 2bd/1ba 
Ceramic tile, fncd yd, 
lndry h/ups, paved rd, 
Completely updated. 
Right price, Wont last! 
Call  (760) 668-5153
New carpet & paint 
2bd/1ba, fncd, garage 
d/w, No pets. $650/mo. 
Call   (760) 401-3104

JT 1bd/1ba beautiful 
home & beautiful view 
of town, $750 mo Call 
760-365-4093

Yucca ValleY

Nice & quiet, 1bd, 1ba, 
storage, stove, fridge, 
private lg fenced yard, 
w/d hkups, complete 
remod. $675mo+dep 
Call (310) 993-0303

Upper Sky Harbor 
3 bdrm, granite tile 
throughout. All Nat 

Gas, fenced, $1100. 
Suzanne 760-219-

2191

7110 Barberry, YV.
$650/mo

2bd/1ba cute duplex 
in Yucca Valley. Ceil-
ing fan in kitchen. 
Gas wall heat, A/C, 
W/D hookups. 1 car 
garage attached. Wa-
ter and trash paid. 
Call 760-365-0800 to 
make an appointment 
today!
3bd/2ba, 2 car garage, 
fenced backyard, in 
town $950 mo Call 
760-365-4093

3bd/1ba, 2/gar, fenced 
front & back yrd, small 
pet ok $825/mo+dep. 
Call (949) 637-1128

3Br 2 Ba Fenced back 
yard near yucca mesa 
elem school Cul-de-
sac upgraded through-
out $1000/Mo $1000 
Dep. $200 pet dep. 
760-364-1959

Commercial building 
$1000. House next 
door $650. Room, 
Board, laundry. Care 
for seniors in Sky Har-
bor $800. 760-660-
1583

ROOMS FOR RENT

223

29 Palms

Military preferred, 
$300mo w utilities inc, 
laundry & storage. Call 
Yong 760-220-8925

morongo ValleY

Bdrm $350, furnished, 
house privileges, walk-
in closet, internet, util./
ktn inc. 760-323-0602

Yucca ValleY

Furn. rm, gar, lndry, 
kitchen, utilities pd, se-
nior female preferred. 
$400mo 760-228-2979

HELP WANTED

300

Employment 
Advertising Policy – 
This newspaper does 
not knowingly accept 
employment ads that 
indicate an age pref-
erence, from employ-
ers covered by the 
Age Discrimination 
Act, or knowingly ac-
cept ads expressing 
a preference of sex, 
where no bona fide 
occupational quali-
fication exists under 
the Fair Employment 
Act from employers 
covered by that act. 
Nor, do we in any way 
condone employment 
that discriminates 
on a basis of race, 
religion, ancestry or 
national origin. For 
further information 
regarding occupation-
al qualifications and 
employers covered, 
contact the Fair Em-
ployment Practice 
Commission.

Hi-Desert 
Publishing Co.

DENTAL OFFICE
Seeking Dental 

Assistant. Call 760-
865-0544 or email 

resume to: 29palms-
dental@gmail.com

Tow-truck driver want-
ed- Class A only.  Ap-
ply at 1718 Old Wom-
an Springs Rd, Y.V. No 
phone calls please.

Taxi Drivers wanted! 
P/T. Must be 23+, 
have clean driving re-
cord & must pass drug 
test. 760-475-2310

Wonder Electric has 
the following position 
available:
Journeyman Elec-
trician with State 
Journeyman Card 
Required/ Commer-
cial and Residential 
Exp. OSHA training 
preferred. $27-$68 
hourly based on ex-
perience/assignment. 

Call 760-367-2855 or 
email: hking@wonder
electric.com for inter-
views.

EEO/AA/M/F/Vet/
Disability Employer

Front office position 
open. Must have 
some computer & 
customer service ex-
perience. Apply in 
person, 55425 Santa 
Fe Trail. Yucca Val-
ley.

DO YOU HAVE 
A PASSION FOR 

FOOD?
The Roost Café at 
Hawk’s Landing golf 
course is looking for 
a part time line cook. 
Must have experi-
ence, passion, and 
customer service per-
sonality. Some com-
puter skills and food 
handlers certificate 
required.
Apply in person at the 
Hi-Desert Star: 56445 
29 Palms Hwy., Yuc-
ca Valley
Or email resume’ to: 
cmelland@hidesert
star.com

GREASE UNDER 
YOUR NAILS? 

Cool, Hawk’s Land-
ing Golf Course is 
looking for a part time 
mechanic to main-
tain & repair mainte-
nance equipment & 
vehicles. Experience 
helpful. Apply in per-
son at the Hi-Desert 
Star: 56445 29 Palms 
Hwy., Yucca Valley
Or email resume’ to: 
cmelland@hidesert
star.com

Sales Account
Executive

Opportunity to join a 
fast paced, dynamic 
sales team. Account 
executives consult 

with local businesses 
to help them grow 
through print and 
digital advertising 

platforms.
Ideal candidate is:

• Motivated
• Organized

• Team player
• Problem solver

Must understand local 
market information, 
be able to initiate 

advertising concepts 
and create marketing 
presentations. Must 
be goal oriented and 
able to work in a fast-

paced, deadline-in-
tensive atmosphere. 
Competitive compen-
sation and benefits 

package.
Mail resume to:

Big Bear Grizzly,
Attn: Mike Weaver

P.O. Box 1789
Big Bear Lake, CA 

92315
 Or email to:

mweaver@bigbear
grizzly.net

Or drop off at the
Grizzly office

42007 Fox Farm 
Road, Suite

3B, Big Bear Lake.
No phone calls.

2+yrs EXPERIENCED 
Line Cook & Waitress 
needed for a local fam-
ily restaurant. Apply 
in person @ 73780 29 
Palms Hwy in 29 Palms. 
NO phone calls!!!
RVT Wanted Part-time
Spay Clinic in JT
Fax resume to 
760-366-7300

Sky Harbor Care Cen-
ter, a progressive SNF, 
has the following open-
ings:  CNA & LVN. Be 
part of our team, En-
joy pay based on exp, 
New grads welcome. 
Apply in person. M-F. 
57333 Joshua Lane 
Yucca Valley 92284

Experienced Bail 
Agent wanted. Knowl-
edge in office & com-
puter skills. Day time 
office hours. with 
some on call might 
and weekends. Send 
resumes to PO Box 
602, Joshua Tree, CA. 
92252.

We are looking for 
computer engineers 
who like to solve diffi-
cult problems. Call us 
now at this number 
x=35 y=20 760.(y^2-x).
(y^2+x^2-520)x3

COPY & PRINT 
Counter Sales 

Qualified applicants 
need to have good 
customer service 

skills, cash register 
experience, computer 

knowledge, and 
outgoing personality. 
Experience in copy 

or print sales helpful. 
Apply in person @ 
56445 29 Palms 

Hwy.,Y.V. or send re-
sume’ to: cmelland@

hidesertstar.com 
Equal Opportunity 

Employer
Newspaper 

Circulation Clerk 
Looking for an orga-

nized person interest-
ed in part time work 
in the newspaper 

business. Computer 
and customer service 
skills required. Expe-
rience and education 

helpful. Apply in 
person @ 56445 29 
Plams Hwy., Y.V. 

Or send resume’ to: 
cmelland@hidesert-

star.com Equal 
Opportunity Employer

KIDS KLASSIFIED

305

Free Ads! – 
If you are between 
the ages of 12 -17 
and are looking for 
work after school, 
bring your ID to the  
Hi-Desert Star or 
Desert Trail office 
and We will give you 
a free ad in this clas-
sification.
Do you need landscap-
ing or yard work done 
in the Twentynine 
Palms area?! I’m your 
guy! Experienced 17 
year old looking for 
work. Call Tate 760-
498-8487

ANNOUNCEMENTS

400

GARAGE
SALES

50 cents (46 cents plus tax) Saturday, February 7, 2011Yucca Valley, California • (760) 365-3315
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IN PRINT AND ONLINE!

75 units, pool/ spa/clubhouse
2BR/2BA, all single story

Private patios, small pet OK
apartmentsinjoshuatree.com 

$700/mo
Ask for current move-in special

760-366-3388

APT. & DUPLEXES

200 APT. & DUPLEXES

200

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

Income Property/
Excellent Rentals

29 Palms
For Sale by Owner
2000 sq ft house & 3 

apartments & 2 storerooms 
on same property

Owner will carry
$350,000

760-367-1963

REAL ESTATE

130

COMMERCIAL
FOR RENT

205

56809 29 Palms Hwy. 
Yucca Valley, CA

Phone (760) 228-RENT
www.CBroadrunner.com

Each Office is Independently 
Owned & Operated

CA BRE #01517134

Yucca Valley
7281 Dumosa 
875 SF $875
7355 Church 
963 SF $963

Morongo Valley
49863 29 Palms Hwy 

1200 SF $600

COMMERCIAL

Ask about our listings 
in 29 Palms & 

Morongo Valley!

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

Get your ads 
noticed in 

the 
classifieds!

For more 
details on 

our 
Enhanced 
Listings, 
call the 

Hi-Desert 
Star at 
(760) 

365-3315

Local  Bargains, Garage Sales, TV Listings, Happenings and More!

The Classifieds
Buying • Selling • Trading • Helping • Saving

Hi-Desert Star  (760) 365-3315 wwwhidesertstar.com • The Desert Trail  (760) 367-3577 www.deserttrail.com • The Observation Post www.hidesertstar.com/observation_post

760-365-3331   760-365-8353
Ideal Mall, 56659 29 Palms Hwy., Suite A

Tri-Valley Realty
LIC#00841552

• Sales & Property Management

Online @ www.trivalleyrealtymls.com

WHAT A BUY
3 BD, 1.75 Bath. Attached garage, fenced 

back yard, nat. gas, evap cooling. 
29 Palms.

PRICED AT $80,000 
MLS#JT15210970

Drop by our office for a list of full inventory
9438 Navajo Tr., M. V. -  $500
Studio house on 1/2 ac.
55140 Airlane, 5-A,  Y.V.-  $750
2BD, 2BA. on golf course  W/T paid.
10762 San Jacinto, M.V.  -  $???
2BD, 1BA, fenced. 
61712 Petunia, J.T.  -  $750
2BD, 1BA,  natural gas, fenced yard.
5430 Abronia, 29  -  $750
3BD, 1BA, fenced yard, nat. gas.

Yucca Valley Office
760-228-RENT (7368)

56809 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, CA

Twentynine Palms Office
760-361-3080

73486 Suite C 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated
CA BRE #01517134

www.cbroadrunner.com

Yucca Valley/Landers
58330 Navajo 3/2 - $1250
7578 Indio 3/2 - $1100
7052 Avalon 3/2 - $995
58375 Del Mar 3/2 - $875
7154 Barberry 3/2 - $850
56797 Breezy 3/1 - $750
7339 Condalia 2/1 - $700
7208 Palo Alto  2/1 - $700

Joshua Tree
60885 Alta Loma 3/1 - $795
61923 Plaza 2/1 - $650

Twentynine Palms
4693 Saddlehorn 4/2 - $1400
72555 Larrea Ave 3/2 - $1300
7624 Maude Adams 4/2 - $1200
72976 Sullivan 3/2 - $1000
6572 Pine 3/2 - $1000
6577 Desert Queen 3/2 - $950
5549 Daisy 3/2 - $950
6577 Desert Queen 3/2 - $950
6443 Cahuilla 3/2 - $900
6630 Adobe 1/1 - $625
5894 Ocotillo 1/1 - $400
6613 Tamarisk 1/1 - $400

Let Us Be Your 1st Choice!
Now Accepting New 
Property Listings!

Estate Liquidation 
by Dawn Blevins

Oct 2nd & 3rd, Opens at 8am 59025 La Brisa Dr/ 
off Avalon. Cargo container + 2 1/2 acres full of 
vintage car parts, wood, yard art, 1940 Chrysler 
Winsor, 1951 tractor, farm equipment, household 

items, wagons, vintage bikes and lots more. It’s 
always a magical treasure hunt! 
Call Dawn @ 760-403-1210

29 Palms

RUMMAGE SALE
Desert Congregational 

Church 
Oct 2nd & 3rd

Fri & Sat 8am-3pm
5688 Sunrise Rd @ Two 

Mile 29P
Furn, h/hold, books, col-
lectibles, clothes, dishes, 
tools, linens & Jewelry.

Flamingo heighTs

FLAMINGO HEIGHTS 
206 Soledad Ave October 
2/3 8-5 Friday & Saturday. 
Priced to sell. House items, 
outside items, treasures

Joshua Tree

Thursday Oct 1st - Sun Oct 
4th. 7am-5pm. Clothes, 
household, books, and lots 
more. 60591 Drexel Rd. X 
Aberdeen & Wesley

To place your classified ad 
call 760-365-3315 or sub-
mit ad online :

www.hidesertstar.com

Hi Desert Publishing Co.

landers

RE-OPENING 
MARKETPLACE
MB Historical 

Society
Sat. 10/3. 9am-2pm. 632 
Landers Ln xReche. All 
NEW treasures! Clothes, 
collectibles, afghans, 
dog toys, collectible beer 
steins, infrared chicken 
roaster, books & small 
appliances. Bread lady re-
turns with breads, fruit tarts 
& rich desserts.

PioneerTown

Books, appliances, house-
hold goods, dishes, med-
ical supplies, women’s 
clothing, shoes, evening 
gowns, heels & much 
much more. 9-2 Fri & Sat 
Oct. 2&3. 53430 Annie 
Oakley Rd

Yucca mesa

Yard Sale Oct. 2nd & 3rd 
from 8-5, electric carrier, 
4 wheelchairs- etc. Xlg lift 
chair, Sports collectibles- 
Nascar - Coke, A.C. 3 ton 
condensing unit, a bit of 
everything! 58180 Starlight 
Mesa

Yucca ValleY

Estate Sale 5253 Puente 
Ct. Yucca Valley Oct 2-4. 
8-4. No early birds. Every-
thing goes! 2 houses, ga-
rage yard. Please no pets. 
Do not block roadway, 
mailboxes or neighbors 
property. From Hwy 62 & 
247 go north on 247, turn 
left on Skyline Ranch Rd, 
left on Mormon Ave. Left 
on Puente Ct.

Huge Indoor Church Rum-
mage Sale. Fill a bag for 
$5. Oct. 9 & 10. 8 to ? 
Living Waters Foursquare 
Chapel Community Room. 
55673 Santa Fe Trail.

Sky Harbor 57943 Ivan-
hoe Dr. 8-1. Fri 10/2 & Sat. 
10/3. Chevy parts, toys, 
toolbox, sewing supplies, 
collectible Barbies

   Multi-Family Sale
Fri & Sat Oct. 2nd & 3rd 
from 8-7, Collectables, 
yard art, matching wd 
twin beds, over 1,000 
pc new/used clothes 
infant to adults, fridge, 
40+ handbags some 
designer, 400 pc jew-
elry, loveseat, chairs. 
5262 OWS Rd Y.V.

APT. & DUPLEXES

200 UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

Subscribe Today!
Hi-Desert Star
(760) 365-3315

UNFURNISHED
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220

HELP WANTED

300 HELP WANTED

300
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NOTICE TO 
READERS – 

California law re-
quires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more 
(labor or materials) 
must be licensed by 
the Contractors State 
License Board. State 
law also requires that 
contractors include 
their license number 
on all advertising. You 
can check the status 
of your licensed con-
tractor at www.cslb.
ca.gov or by calling 
800-321-CSLB. Un-
licensed contractors 
taking jobs that total 
less than $500 must 
state in their adver-
tisements that they 
are not licensed by 
the Contractors State 
License Board.
LIEN SALE 10/12/15 
10AM AT 530 W 
TENTH, SAN BER-
NARDINO 66 JAG-
UAR LIC# ILINDA 
VIN# 1E12267

ET EXPERIENCERS 
If you have experi-
ence with UFO’S/
ET’S and would like 
to explore this expe-
rience with a profes-
sional Hypnotherapist 
call 760-285-6535

INSTRUCTIONAL

425

Classes Offered!
American Red Cross 
is       offering First Aid/
CPR, CPR/AED for 
professional Rescuer 
and Health Provider, 
Babysitters Training, 
Blood borne Patho-
gens, CA Child care 
First Aid. We are also 
offering courses for 
businesses, corpora-
tions and Health care 
clinics         at your lo-
cation and          for your 
employees’          con-
venience. For more      
information contact the 
Riverside Chapter @ 
888-831-0031

SERVICES
435

AIR CONDITIONING 
& HEATING – 
Evaporative Cooler 
Service, Repair & In-
stallation Metal Duct 
Fabrication.  24 Yrs 
Exp. Senior Disc. Ad-
vanced Mechanical. 
Mike  (760) 228-2934 
Lic#880070

APPLIANCES – 
In-home repair of Ma-
jor Domestic Applianc-
es. Call Ron at Allegro 
Appliance Repair! 
(760) 821-2200

CLEANING & MOV-
ING – 
Residential Clean-

ing w/ 28yrs experi-
ence. Windows, walls, 
blinds, ovens. Packing/
Unpacking. Rentals, 
Construction clean-
ups, Real Estate. 
Maria’s Professional 
Cleaning & Moving. 
Insured, 760-333-0493 
L#10986

CLEANING SER-
VICES -
Redimaid House 
Cleaning Services. 
Responsible, Reliable, 
Right. 760-363-6333

CONCRETE – 
Driveways, patios, 
house slabs. Also car-
pentry & room addt’s. 
No job too small. Call 
Bill at Bloomfield Con-
struction (760)365-
6724. lic#409280

CONCRETE-
Call Dillon Concrete. 
We do grading. All 
phases of concrete. 
Residential & Com-
mercial. Concrete 
stamping, drive-
ways, walkways. 
Lic#911873. Call To-
day! 760-362-3196

CONSTRUCTION – 
Serving the Moron-
go Basin Since 1984. 
Goodpaster Construc-
ton (760) 228-1985 
Lic#503172

CONSTRUCTION – 
Custom homes, room 
additions, remodel-
ing and home repairs. 
Call Benny Kraemer @ 
Monument Homecraft-
ers  (760) 219-3622 
Lic#790018

CONSTRUCTION & 
ELECTRICAL – 
Residential & Com-
mercial Remodeling 
& Repairs. Electrical, 
Plumbing, Painting, 
Stucco, Carpentry,  
Concrete Installa-
tion & Repairs, Flood 
Damage. 10% Senior 
Disc, 20+ years Exp. 
Call (760) 774-8609 
L#856762  B-1 & C-10

CONSTRUCTION – 
Specializing in bath-
rooms. We do all 
phases of remodeling 
home improvements. 
1 call does it all! Free 
est. Senior disc, small 
jobs ok! RM Con-
struction & Home Im-
provement. Call Bob 
Today! 760-219-0917 
lic#768812

C O N S T R U C T I O N - 
CUSTOM CABINETS 
– 
Complete Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodel-
ing. Room additions, 
Interior Alterations, 
Custom Cabinets, 
Room Additions. JR 
Stant Company  (760) 
408-3026   Lic#258220

Hunter Home Services 
40yrs exp, credit cards 
accepted. All trades Call   
Les 760-277-1770

ELECTRICAL – 
Abracadabra Electric: 
Residential and Com-
mercial. Over 30 yrs. 
experience. “The ma-
gician electrician” Call 
Cliff 760-774-2587 
Lic#557400

FENCING – 
Chain link, field fenc-
ing, wood fence, no 
job too small. Fatty’s 
Fencing (760)369-
0391 or (760) 668-
3525. (Licensed)

FIREWOOD – 
Alvarez Firewood, 1/2 
Cord or full cords avail-
able. Free Delivery. 
Call Alex  760-228-
0409 or 760-668-1740

FIRE PROTECTION/
PIPE FITTER – 
Fire Sprinklers, Hy-
dronics & Plumbing 
Systems. Call ARC 
Mechanical  @ (760) 
289-9054. kfosterarc@
gmail.com Lic#963841

FIREWOOD - Avo-
cado, orange, euca-
lyptus, Olive & mixed. 
Free Delivery! Call Isa-
ias: 951-487- 8508 or 
760-282-7163

GARAGE DOORS 
- Precision Garage 
Doors & Gates, Inc. 
Residential, Commer-
cial Industrial, Sales, 
Installation,repairs  20 
Years Experience  All 
work guaranteed. 760-
369-4911 Lic # 876883

HANDYMAN – 
Roof Repair, Swamp 
coolers, Painting, Yard 
Work, Maintenance, 
Clean Up & Hauling, 
Rental & Property 
Clean Out & Refur-
bishing. 20 Yrs. exp. 
(unlic) FREE ESTI-
MATES. Call Me, TOM 
WHITE. I will Answer!  
(760) 780-2540

HAULING – 
On Time & Ready 
Rubbish (760) 364-
9092 Rubbish & Dis-
card Removal Cleanup 
and Haul-Away. Some 
jobs are FREE! (760) 
364-9092

HEATING & COOL-
ING – 
All makes & models, 
evap coolers, new unit 
install, FREE est. Hon-
est & reliable!  Senior 
& Military discounts! 
Diversified Heating & 
Cooling 760-365-6740 
Lic#932767

HOME & CONSTRUC-
TION SERVICES - 
Custom Built Homes, 
Remodels, Additions, 
Concrete, Framing, 
Drywall, Stucco, Etc.  
Senior/Military Dis-
count 760-218-4337

HOME REPAIR – 
Maintenance & Home 
Repairs. We do it all. 
Phil Dudra 760-228-
0842 or 818-599-6943 
Lic#702827

LANDSCAPING – 
Sod install, shade trees 
& shrubs, boulders, 
decorative gravel, ir-
rigation & cleanups. 
FREE estimates. Des-
ert Green Landscap-
ing. 760-364-3019 
(Lic# C27792196) 
Desert Green keeps it 
clean!

LANDSCAPING – 
Irrigation systems, 

tractor service, gravel, 
plants, trimmings, top-
pings, tree removal, 
clean-up & hauling. 
Weekly or monthly ser-
vice avail. Francisco @ 
Alvarez Landscaping  
(760) 366-0167

LANDSCAPING – 
Clean-up, weed re-
moval, tree trimming, 
gardening & trash 
removal. FREE esti-
mates Call Kris 760-
406-1777

LANDSCAPING - Su-
perior Landscapes 
will help you with your 
Residential and Com-
mercial needs! Land-
scape maintenance, 
General cleanup, Ir-
rigation, Trimming, 
Hauling, Gardening 
Service, palm Tree 
Service, Tree care, 
Weekly or Monthly. 
Professional and De-
pendable! Competitive 
pricing superiorland-
scapes87@yahoo .
com Thomas Brock-
man owner & Operator 
760-401-4128

LANDSCAPING – 
Drought Tolerant 
Plants, Specimen Cac-
tus Landscape Design, 
Installation & Mainte-
nance, Drip Irrigation 
Supplies, Consultation 
Service, Organic Fer-
tilizers & Insecticides. 
Retail Nursery, Tree 
Trimming. @ Unique 
Garden Center 760-
365-1511   L#461612

LANDSCAPING – 
Tree Trimming, Land-
scaping, Stump Re-
moval, Tree Hauling, 
Clean-Up Services. 
Reasonable Rates, 
FREE Estimates. No 
Job Too Small or Big. 
NOW Selling Eucalyp-
tus Firewood. Please 
Call    (760) 368-7209

PAINTING – 
Brush - Roll - Spray 
Excellent Prep! Sat-
isfaction Guaranteed! 
Bonded & Insured Call 
Brian @ Quality Paint-
ing (760) 365-2538 
L#979214

PLUMBING – 
Mike the Plumber. 
From leaky faucets 
to major repairs. Ask 
for your Military and 
Senior Discounts! 
Lic.#920049. Call Day 
or Night 760-219- 
MIKE (6453) Leak, 
Video sewer inspec-
tion, septic tank elec-
tronic locating.

HAULING – 
Complete clean-ups, 
Removal service, Rub-
bish, Junk & Scrap 
metal. Hi-Desert 
Hauler 760-668-1791 
or 760-668-1740. 
Lic#004587

PRINTING- Copies, 
color copies, calen-
dars, business print-
ing. Self service cop-
ies or professionally 
prepared for you by 
your friends at Valley 
Independent Printing & 
Copy     Center. 760-
365-6967

ROOFING – 
“We are on top of your 
roof” Free Estimates 
Johnson Roofing 760-
361-2069 or cell 760-
835-9132 Lic#9910927 
Now Accepting Major 
Credit Cards see ad in 
service directory

ROOFING – 
T CARSON ROOFING 
:WE COVER YOUR 

ROOF” Since 1937 LI-
CENSED & INSURED 
CA LICENSE #845428 
CALL for Yucca Valley 
760-365-3510 and for 
29 Palms call 760-362-
1229 
See ad in service di-
rectory

TILE – 
Shumate’s Tile, A 
Better Value! Quali-
ty Craftsmanship, No 
short cuts. Serving the 
Hi-Desert for 22yrs. 
Free Estimates & De-
sign, Consultations & 
Renderings Lowest 
Bid!  (760) 228-1958 
Lic#745888

WINDOWS
Hunters Mobile 
Screening 760-953-
9704 WINDOWS re-
pairs / replacement, 
MIRRORED ward-
robe doors, DOORS 
interior & exterior, 
SHOWER doors & 
enclosures, PATIO 
covers & screen en-
closures. DOOR locks 
keyless entry systems, 
SLIDING glass doors 
/ roller repair. CEIL-
ING fans light fixtures, 
PAINTING exterior & 
interior, FRENCH door 
retrofits, SECURITY 
/ screen doors. SLID-
ING screen doors, 
SUN SCREEN WIN-
DOW COVERINGS 
and screen repairs. 
Free estimates / no 
obligation consultation 
/ fast reliable service! 
CALL 760-953-9704. 
We will be happy to as-
sist you.

Services Offered 
Policy – 

This newspaper does 
not accept respon-
sibility for services 
offered, by any ad-
vertiser, using this 
newspaper. Please 
carefully evaluate any 
services advertised, 
and do not use that 
service unless you 
have checked the 
references, and know 
and understand all 
terms of agreement 
and conditions be-
tween you and the 
advertiser.

California State law 
requires that contrac-
tors, builders, and 
landscapers who per-
form work for $500 or 
more, including mate-
rials and labor, must 
be licensed. License 
numbers should be 
so indicated in their 
advertising.

Family child care pro-
viders are required 
by state law to be li-
censed, and facility li-
cense numbers must 
be indicated in all ad-
vertising. 

Unlicensed contrac-
tors should also be 
indicated in their ad-
vertising.

Please refer ques-
tions to Contractors 
State License Board, 
1250 East Cooley 
Drive, Suite 200, 
Colton, CA 92324

Hi-Desert 
Publishing Co.

GENERAL POLICY – 
Please check your ad 
the first day it runs to 
see that all the infor-
mation is correct. This 
will ensure your ad is 
exactly what you want 
readers to see. Call 
us the very first day 
your ad appears to 
make any changes or 
corrections. This way, 
we can credit you for 
the first day if any 
error occurred. The 
Publisher wants to do 
everything possible 
within the confines of 
good taste and legal 
constraints to help 
you advertise your 
products or services 
to your best advan-
tage. The newspaper 
does reserve the right 
to edit or reject any 
copy or illustration.

Hi-Desert
Publishing Co.

Repairs, Renovations, 
References, 30 yrs 
Exp. Drywall, Painting, 
Textures, Stucco Re-
pairs, Plumbing, Elec-
tric. 760-660-1678

BANNERS - Decal De-
pot more than decals, 
we offer: banners, 
signs, vehicle letter-
ing, canvas and pho-
tograph prints, custom 
T-shirts, hoodies, and 
many, many more 
gifts. Plus Military 
nameplates, Shadow-
boxes, PVC patches, 
USMC and MCCES 
Guidons right here in 
the hi-desert!  Mon - 
Fri 10 am - 6pm, By 
appointment only. Call 
(760) 366-2531   de-
caldepot29.com

Yard work, house-
keeping, cheap rates! 
No job too small.  Call 
William (760) 475-
3819

APPLIANCES

500

Blair’s Appliances
Appliances, NEW 

and USED on SALE! 
FREE Service call 
w/ repair. Open 9-5 

55825 29 Palms 
Hwy. 760-369-2504

Crosley Refrigerator 
side by side enameled 
silver, freezer & re-
frigerator works great 
$150. (760) 369-7129

AUTO PARTS

510

NEW DELUXE 
CHROME, Go Rhino 
Dominator IV Running 
Boards with Down 
Step for 2009-2013 
Dodge Ram, Quad 
Cab. Never taken out 
of box. Box has only 
been opened $350 
(Retails for $475-$575) 
Call 760-365-5174

4 New 17” Alloy Jeep 
rims. Offer (760) 365-
0408

HEAVY EQUIPMENT

535

Bolen Iseki Diesel 24 
H.P. Tractor 4 Wheel 
drive w/front loader & 
box scraper on rear.  
$2,700. 760-228-1974

LOST & FOUND

545

LOST OR STOLEN: 
Red car hauler trailer, 
has side rails. It is old-
er but has new tires, 
single axle. It was sto-
len from our house in 
Yucca Mesa and we 
would like it back. If 
you see it please let 
me know. $100 to get 
it back, no questions 
asked. 714-878-5304.

Desert Tortoise, Lg. fe-
male, found in the Alta 
Mesa/Aberdeen area. 
Call Wild Life Rescue 
(760) 819-2231

5”-6” Small Tortoise 
found on Golden Bee 
/ Joshua Lane area. 
Yucca Valley. Call 
(760) 819-2231 to re-
trieve.

Found female German 
Shepherd puppy. (Ap-
prox. 6 mo. old) is the 
area of Borrego Trail & 
Yucca Trail. 909-844-
4534

Lost Dog: Male, Chi-
huahua Shepherd 
mix, black with white 
markings on chest & 
tip of his tail. Paws 
are brownish tan. No 
collar, answers to Wiz 
or Wisdom. Missing 
since 9/20/15. Vicinity 
of Sunny Sands Dr. & 
Avalon (on the mesa) 
in Yucca Valley. Call 
(760) 974-6436

FOUND: Lrg brown 
male dog, possibly 
shepherd mix, w white 
front paws, no collar. 
Found at Yucca Val-
ley Library. Please call 
Jack 760-408-2762

Lost in Paradise near 
Indio Ave 9/26/2015 
Female Beagle/Bas-
set, , Her name is Sa-
die. Call Jake 442-241-
7610

Found 2 cats - 1 male 
& 1 female. About a 
year old in Morongo 
Valley, Friday. Free to 
good home 760-401-
6041

MISC. FOR SALE

550

FIREWOOD SALE!!! – 
Orange Oak, Avocado, 
Mxd hardwood. Full, 
1/2, 1/4 Cords avail. 
Call (760) 401-1119

Beautiful Thomas Tri-
anon organ for sale 
$150. Please call (760) 
365-6832

Dbl mattress set $80, 
Rattan glass table w/4 
chairs $150.  Com-
mercial paint sprayer 
$145. (760) 401-5035

MISC. WANTED

555

WANTED!1950s-60s 
traveltrailers. 10-24ft. 
Any condition no title 
ok. Cash buyer 818-
261-5318 Local $$$$$

PETS & SUPPLIES

565

Pitbull Puppys 
6 weeks old, father’s 
blue, mother’s white 
$150ea. Please Call 
(760) 676-7415

CARS

620

99 Mercury Mystique 
180K miles, Good 
shape, needs tran-
ny. $1500 obo. Leave 
message 760-366-
8618

79 Ford Ranchero. 
170K miles. 1 owner. 
CA car. $5000 obo. 
760-366-8618

CYCLES

630

PRICE REDUCED!!!
1999 Yamaha motor-
cycle, model RC class 
AC $2,000 (760) 365-
4748

TREASURE HUNT

705

1’ x 3.5’ Solar Panel 
$100 760-364-2010

Free horse manure 
760-228-9152

Old trunk $100. 760-
364-2010

Qn bed like new $100 
obo. 760-799-9336

4 spd 70’s Trans, top 
loader $200 288-5030

White bakers rack $40. 
Call (760) 365-0632

Vintage Santa outfit XL 
$30 760-288-5030

Com. vacuum cleaner 
$100 (760) 365-4985

Washer & Dryer set 
$200.  (760) 418-5149

6-shelf wood bookcase 
$40. (760) 364-4180

2 Belly dancing skirts 
$15ea. 760-365-4985

Book shelf $10. Call 
(760) 365-4888

Free toilet & camper 
shell. 760-217-9721

Twin mattress like new 
$25 (760) 401-5035

Husky cement mxr 
$130 (760) 401-5035

16 HP Gas motor $90 
(760) 974-2646

window swamp cooler 
$90 760-974-2646

3’ freezer $60 (760) 
974-2582

gray love seat $40 
(760) 365-0632

Pine 4-drawer desk 
$35.  (760) 364-4180

STATEWIDE ADS

700

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We 
can help! WIN or Pay 
Nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates 
at 1-800-966-1904 to 
start your application 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
Alert for Seniors. Bath-
room falls can be fatal. 
Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Thera-
peutic Jets. Less Than 
4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. 
American Made. In-
stallation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for 
$750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 
each week? Discover 
the Power of News-
paper Advertising. For 
a free brochure call 
916-288-6019 or email 
elizabeth@cnpa.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW 144 
million U.S. Adults 
read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? 
Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertis-
ing. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6019 or 
email elizabeth@cnpa.
com  (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network- Get 
MORE for LESS!  
Starting $19.99/month 
(for 12 months.) PLUS 
Bundle & SAVE (Fast 
Internet for $15 more/
month.)  CALL NOW 
1-800-357-0810 (Cal-
SCAN)

Got Knee Pain? Back 
Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost 
to you. Medicare Pa-
tients Call Health Ho-
tline Now! 1-800-796-
5091 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat 
or RV? Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 
1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-
SCAN)

Sell your structured 
settlement or annuity 
payments for CASH 
NOW. You don’t have 
to wait for your future 
payments any longer! 
Call 1-800-673-5926 
(Cal-SCAN)

Reduce Your Past Tax 
Bill by as much as 75 
Percent. Stop Levies, 
Liens and Wage Gar-
nishments. Call The 
Tax DR Now to see if 
you Qualify 1-800-498-
1067. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW In-
formation is power and 
content is King? Do 
you need timely ac-
cess to public notices 
and remain relevant 
in today’s highly com-
petitive market? Gain 
an edge with California 
Newspaper Publish-
ers Association new 
innovative website ca-
publicnotice.com and 
check out the Smart 
Search Feature. For 
more information call 
Elizabeth @ (916) 
288-6019 or www.ca-
publicnotice.com (Cal-
SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW In-
formation is power and 
content is King? Do 
you need timely ac-
cess to public notices 
and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile busi-
ness climate? Gain an 
edge with California 
Newspaper Publish-
ers Association new 
innovative website 
capubl icnot ice.com 
and check out the 
Free One-Month Trial 
Smart Search Fea-
ture. For more infor-
mation call Elizabeth 
@ (916) 288-6019 or 
www.capublicnotice.
com (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV Starting 
at $19.99/mo. FREE 
Installation. FREE 
3 months of HBO 
SHOWTIME CINE-
MAX, STARZ. FREE 
HD/DVR Upgrade! 
2015 NFL Sunday 
Ticket included (Select 
Packages) New Cus-
tomers Only. CALL 
1-800-385-9017 (Cal-
SCAN)

AIRLINE CAREERS 
Start Here - Get 
trained as FAA certi-
fied Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for 
qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-
231-7177. (Cal-SCAN)

ATTN: Drivers - $2K 
Loyalty Bonus 
Earn Over $55k Your 
First Year Stay Cool 
with Newer KWs w/ 
APUs.Great Miles. 
CDL-A Req - (877) 
258-8782 www.drive-
4melton.com (Cal-
SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT 
TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. FREE 3 
Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. Call 800-731-
5042. (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS 
has a story to tell! 
Get your message out 
with California’s PR-
Media Release - the 
only Press Realease 
Service operted by 
the press to get press! 
For more info contact 
Elizabeth @ 916-288-
6019 or http://prmed-
iarelease.com/califor-
nia (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT? CON-
SIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Liv-
ing expenses, housing, 
medical, and continued 
support afterwards. 
Choose adoptive fam-
ily of your choice. Call 
24/7. 1-877-879-4709 
(Cal-SCAN)

Stop OVERPAYING 
for your medications! 
Save up to 80% when 
you fill your prescrip-
tions with Canada 
Pharmacy! Call now 
to compare prices and 
get $10.00 off your first 
prescription and Free 
Shipping. 1-800-364-
1219 (CalSCAN)

YOU CAN EARN 10% 
Commission when 
you sell an ad into the 
network!! - 10/45/45 
Program (45% to the 
newspaper and 45% 
to the association) Do 
you have a client who 
needs to reach a larger 
region than your news-
paper can accommo-
date? Up-sell them 
into Cal-SCAN, CDCN 
or Cal-SDAN and earn 
45% commission to 
your newspaper and 
10% for yourself. Call 
if you have any ques-
tions. Happy Selling! 
(916) 288-6011 or 
(916) 288-6019 Cecil-
ia@cnpa.com or eliza-
beth@cnpa.com

Canada Drug Center 
is your choice for safe 
and affordable medi-
cations. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order 
pharmacy will provide 
you with savings of 
up to 93% on all your 
medication needs. Call 
today 1-800-273-0209, 
for $10.00 off your first 
prescription and free 
shipping. (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on 
Health & Dental In-
surance. We have the 
best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807. (Cal-
SCAN)

HI-DESERT PUBLISHING, HI-DESERT STAR/THE DESERT TRAIL

HELP WANTED

300 HELP WANTED

300

CARS

620 CARS

620

We Pay 
$1,000 If Qualified

FOR YOUR OPERABLE AND 
REGISTERED 1995 OR OLDER

CAR...1995, 1994, 1993, 
1992, and down…

For More Information Call Us
1-800-717-7624
www.oldcarbuyback.com

Some Restrictions Apply – Program Available Until Funds Are Exhausted

This Voluntary program is sponsored by the
Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
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We Buy Your
CAR-TRUCK

VAN

Jones Landscape 
Designs Xeriscape, 
hardscapes, college 
educated, 50% OFF 
Design fee. Free 
consult. Call Mark 
(760) 974-9323

Mental Health 
Specialist/Trainee - Needles 

San Bernardino County 
$35,942.40 - $49,441.60 

Annually (Mental Health Specialist) 
$31,012.80 - $41,662.40 

Annually (Trainee)

San Bernardino County is recruiting 
for Mental Health Specialists and
Mental Health Specialist Trainees 
in the Needles area who assist 
licensed/pre-licensed professional 
staff in assessing, planning, and 
providing mental health services.
For more details and to apply, visit 
www.sbcounty.gov/hr. Apply ASAP.

EEO/ADA (909) 387-8304

Quality Rentals Since 1996
55569 29 Palms Hwy. Y.V. CA 92284

affordablerentalsonline.com
760-228-5000
YUCCA VALLEY

6404 El Dorado A 2/1 W/T paid $585
7772 Jemez Tr. #2 2/1 W/T paid $625

6236 Airway Ave. 3/2 $995
JOSHUA TREE

6370 Sunburst St. “B” 2/2  $625
62179 Crestview Drive 4/2 $1150

29 PALMS
6416 E. Court Way 2/1 W/T paid $550

6362 Bagley Ave. 2/1 #4-W/T paid $575
“Helping you find a place to call home”
Call about our move in specials

AFFORDABLE RENTALS

Yucca Valley  
1bd/1ba 7634 Fox #B $550/mo
3bd/2ba 56799 El Dorado $1100/mo

Joshua Tree
1bd/1ba 61986 Desert Air $550/mo
2bd/2ba 64777 Chollita $675/mo
2bd/1ba 4774 Avenida La Mirada. $750/mo
3bd/2ba 61829 Aberdeen $1095/mo

29 Palms
1bd/1ba 6536 El Rey #B $575/mo
2bd/1ba 5459 Daisy  $625/mo
2bd/1ba 5655 Mariposa  $650/mo
2bd/1ba 73314 Sun Valley $725/mo

We’ve got lots of choices in rentals!
Visit us at http://sheric.net

To view all our available properties.

56155 29 Palms 
Hwy #B

Yucca Valley, CA 92284
www.sheric.net 
RE#01877765 
CALL NOW!  

760-365-0800

Lic. # 01511126
Property Management
760-365-1988

55491 29 Palms Hwy, Yucca Valley, CA

We Need Rentals!
Owners please call for information

3 bedroom, 2 bath in south Joshua Tree. 
Double detached garage, 

great neighborhood. 
60702 Pueblo. $900.00 mo 

3 bedroom, 2 bath on large corner lot near 
high school. Large open living and dining 

area, large master. Fenced backyard, 
double garage.  

56720 Mountain View $1100.00 mo.

CURRENT RENTALS
Single Family Residential

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220
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Hi-Desert Star
(760) 365-3315
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GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
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HAULING

APPLIANCE REPAIR

CA. St. Lic#46051

LANDSCAPING 

CONSTRUCTION/STUCCO

Custom Homes • Room Additions
Remodeling • Home Repairs

(760) 219-3622 Benny Kraemer

License No. 
790018

General Contractor

HANDYMAN

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

CLEANING SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION/
REMODELING 

HOME MAINTENANCE

PAINTING

FIREWOOD

PLUMBING

LANDSCAPING 

ROOFING

TILE

ALTERNATORS & STARTERS

CONCRETE/MASONRY

CONSTRUCTION/
ELECTRICAL

FIRE PROTECTION/
FIRE SPRINKLERS

FIREWOOD
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Cell: 909-709-8528Cell: 909-709-8528

HoursHours
Mon thru Sat 9 am-5 pmMon thru Sat 9 am-5 pm

Sunday 12 pm-5 Sunday 12 pm-5 
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2016 Iconic 2816SWG

We support the

Easy Financing available

We Buy RV’s, Consignments wanted

Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Motor Homes, 
Utility Trailers, Metal Buildings

$36,995.00*
Length: 33’ 

HHHHH Around the Corps HHHHH

PHOTO BY CPL. NEYSA HUERTAS QUINONES

Lance Cpl. Dylan McLean fires an FIM-92 Stinger Missile at a target during a 
stinger simulation training range at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, N.C., 
Sept. 24. Marines with 2nd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion sharpened their 
proficiency skills by simulating the weight transfer felt when firing the 34.2 pound 
missile. The weapon is a personal and portable infrared, homing, surface-to-air 
missile capable of tracking and engaging aircraft up to an altitude of 10,000 feet 
and covering distances up to eight kilometers.

PHOTO BY SGT. HECTOR DE JESUS

An AH-1Z Cobra with Marine Medium Wing Tilt Rotor Squadron 166 departs the 
USS New Orleans after refueling during the PHIBRON-MEU integration exercise 
aboard the USS New Orleans on Sunday. This marked the first at sea exercise 
for the PHIBRON-MEU Marines and Sailors as they work together in preparation 
for deployment to the Pacific and Central Command areas of responsibility in 
early 2016.

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. HERNAN VIDANA

U.S. Marines with 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, 
and Philippine sailors work together constructing for a civil engineering project 
at Concepcion Elementary School in Palawan, Philippines, during Amphibious 
Landing Exercise 2015, Sept. 24. PHIBLEX 15 is an annual bilateral training 
exercise conducted with the Armed Forces of the Philippines in order to strength-
en our interoperability and working relationships across a wide range of military 
operations from disaster relief to complex expeditionary operations.

PHOTO BY SGT. EMMANUEL RAMOS

Lance Cpl. Steven Knapp, team leader, Kilo Company, Battalion Landing Team 
3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, fires at his 
target during a marksmanship qualification course aboard the dock landing ship 
USS Rushmore, Sept. 24. The marksmanship course focused on sharpening 
basic marksmanship skills under the cover of darkness which prepares them for 
potential operations while deployed with the 15th MEU.

Visit the official MCAGCC  
facebook page at  

http://www.facebook.com/ 
thecombatcenter
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