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STORY BY NAVAL HOSPITAL 
TWENTYNINE PALMS

A local Marine was billed $47,000 
for medical services.  He received 
the bill from TRICARE because he 
didn’t update his address in Defense 
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting 
System or change his TRICARE 
region to TRICARE West when 
he changed duty stations to the 
Combat Center.  He also didn’t tell 
anyone or ask questions until the bill 
went into collections, which dam-
aged his credit score. 

 In another case, a Marine was 
billed for $1,700 for medical services 
for his newborn baby because he 
neglected to enroll the new baby at 
the DEERS office.

These are only two of many 
recent real-world examples of what 
can happen if personnel do not 
keep their own and their family 
member’s information updated in 
DEERS or update their TRICARE 
Region when they transfer out of 
their current region.

“But I added (or deleted) my fam-
ily member to/from my Record of 
Emergency Data (RED)!”  

A very common misconception 
is adding or deleting a family mem-
ber via MOL or visiting Installation 
Personnel Administration Center 
takes care of ‘everything,’ which is 
not the case.  These are separate 
systems that do not ‘talk’ to each 
other.  The DEERS data base is 

not updated for adding or removing 
family members unless you update 
it by visiting the DEERS office with 
the appropriate documents.  

For more information, visit: 
http://www.29palms.marines.
m i l / S t a f f / G 1 M a n p o w e r /
CenterPersonnel.aspx, then click 
on the “DEERS/ID Card infor-
mation” link. 

Another real-world example:  A 
member neglected to remove his 
ex-spouse from DEERS.  The 
ex-spouse received medical care 
at a Naval Hospital.  When it 
was determined the spouse was 
not eligible for TRICARE, the 
sponsor was billed because it was 
her responsibility to remove the 
ex-spouse from DEERS.  

As an active duty sponsor for 
your family members, you must 
register or enroll any new family 
member eligible for benefits includ-
ing spouse, newborn, adopted child 
or dependent parent in DEERS for 
TRICARE coverage, and patrons 
must also separately remove family 
members from DEERS that are no 
longer eligible for benefits, for exam-
ple: a grown child or divorce. 

When moving out of a TRICARE 
Region, participants must re-enroll 
in the correct region for the next 
duty station.  For Twentynine Palms, 
it’s TRICARE West Region.  Their 
phone number is 877-874-9378 or 
visit the website at: https://www.

uhcmilitarywest.com.  For more 
information, visit:  http://www.tri-
care.mil/ or the military Connect 
website at: https://www.dmdc.osd.
mil/milconnect/faces

All service members must also 
visit the Patient Admin Office, 
Room G101 across the hall from the 
Quarter Deck at the Naval Hospital, 
to be enrolled into the Composite 
Health Care System, a military med-
ical data base.  This must be done 
prior to any treatment at BAS.

The cases cited above were finally 
resolved and the Marines did not 
have to pay the medical bills, but 
not without a lot of time, effort and 
pain for everyone involved.  There 
have, however, been cases in the 
past where Marines have had to 
pay these bills when they let the bill 
go past 2 years and it has gone into 
collections.  The moral of the story 
is - do yourself a favor by:

Keeping your and your family 
members info up to date.  You can 
update your address, phone number 
and other personal information via 
MOL, or call 800-538-9552 to update 
your current location/phone number 
in DEERS.  Adding or deleting a 
family member eligible for benefits 
must be done in person at your 
DEERS ID card office with the 
proper documentation.

Making sure you immediately reg-
ister in your new TRICARE Region 
when PCSing into/out of one.

NHTP urges patrons to 
keep Tricare info updated

STORY BY LANCE CPL. 
MEDINA AYALA-LO 

BRIDGEPORT, Calif. 
- Frigid wind blows across 
Levitt Lake as Marines 
gather on its frosted, glint-
ing surface. At 9,000 feet, 
the temperature is well 
below freezing. With a 
pack on one shoulder and 
ski poles gripped tightly, a 
mountain leader steps onto 
the skis, sharply inhales the 
crisp air and prepares to 
take the plunge into the 
freezing water below.

Marine Corps Mountain 
Warfare Training Center 
Marines participated in an 
Ice-Breaker Drill during 
Winter Mountain Leaders 
Course 1-15, Jan. 30. The 
drill was conducted in the 
MCMWTC training area, 
to educate Marines on 
what they should do in the 
event that they should fall 

through the ice. Instructors, 
permanent personnel and 
students participated in the 
plunge. It’s been approx  

imately three years since 
the last training evolution 
of this kind was conducted.

“It’s very important 

training, because it teach-
es the student how to 
extricate himself from the 

Ice-Breaker Drill increases 
mission readiness 

PHOTO BY CPL. CHARLES SANTAMARIA

Cpl. David McKenna, Winter Mountain Leaders Course 1-15, student, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 
plunges into freezing water during an Ice-Breaker Drill as part of WMLC 1-15 at Levitt Lake, Marine Corps 
Mountain Warfare Training Center training area, Bridgeport, Calif., Jan. 30.

See Plunge pg. A6

PHOTO BY CPL. CHARLES SANTAMARIA

Cpl. Jacob Mattison, Winter Mountain Leaders Course 1-15, student, 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, native of Mankato, Minn., uses his ski poles to 
dig into ice repeatedly and gain traction to climb out of freezing water during an 
Ice-Breaker Drill as part of WMLC 1-15 at Levitt Lake, Marine Corps Mountain 
Warfare Training Center training area in Bridgeport, Calif., Jan. 30.  

Romanians, U.S. 
Marines share 
time-forged tactics

Romanian and U.S. Marines during a Naval 
Infantry workshop, where they shared their tac-
tics and procedures with the only Romanian 
Marine battalion about tactics and troop leading 
procedures and how the U.S. Marines utilize 
there noncommissioned officers. The Romanians 
will take what they learned and adapt it in to their 
own procedures, Jan. 29.

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY CPL. ASHTON 
BUCKINGHAM

B A B A D A G , 
Romania - Romanian 
and U.S. Marines 
wrapped up a week-long 
training exercise on Jan. 
30, which focused on 
naval infantry squad-of-
fensive tactics and pro-
cedures in Babadag, 
Romania.

The intensive instruc-
tion concentrated on 
troop-leading procedures, 
such as ambushes and 
movement-to-contact.

“It’s important that 
we learn from one 
another to improve our 
skill sets since the U.S. 
Marines are more experi-
enced in operations than 
we are,” said Romanian 
Corporal 3rd Class 
Dascala Alexandru, 
a platoon leader with 
307th Navel Infantry, 
referring to the U.S. 
Military record in cur-
rent operations around 
the world. 

Fostering relation-
ships and refining 
combined tactics is an 
essential goal for NATO 
allies and partners, espe-

cially with the increas-
ing unrest in Eastern 
Europe.

The workshop 
reviewed tactics and 
maneuvers in a class-
room setting, ensuring 
all participants had an 
understanding of the 
basics. Once the ini-
tial phase was com-
pleted, Romanian and 
U.S. Marines, from the 
Black Sea Rotational 
Force, conducted the 
practical application of 
each procedure. 

“The highlight of this 
week was when we broke 
through the social bar-
rier,” said 2nd Lt. Ryan 
Mark, officer-in-charge 
of the U.S. Marine 
detachment. “It was real-
ly apparent when we did 
tactical-precision games 
and were able to experi-
ence their noncommis-
sioned officers’ thoughts 
and thought processes 
on certain adverse, tacti-
cal situations.”

Through workshops, 
exercises and operations, 
the two nations are able 
to foster friendships and 
enhance cooperation, 

See Tactics pg. A6

Maj. Gen. Rocco 
visits Combat 
Center Marines
PHOTOS BY LANCE CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Maj. Gen. Michael A. Rocco, Commanding General, 
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, talks to Capt. Serena 
Tyson, quality assurance officer, Helicopter Marine 
Light Attack-169 squadron during his visit to the 
Strategic Expeditionary Landing Field aboard the 
Combat Center, Jan. 27.

Maj. Gen. Michael A. Rocco, 3rd Marine Aircraft 
Wing commanding general, flies into the Strategic 
Expeditionary Landing Field aboard the Combat 
Center via UH-1Y Huey helicopter, Jan. 27. Rocco 
visited the Marines of Marine Light Attack Helicopter 
Squadron 169 before heading to Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma, Ariz. See Visit pg. A6



OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance 
prohibits service members from patronizing 
the following locations. This order applies to 
all military personnel. 

In Oceanside: 
- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,   
Oceanside, Calif., 92054
- Angelo’s Kars,  226 S. Coast Hwy,   
Oceanside, Calif., 92054 
In San Diego:
- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.
- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.
- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-  Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.
In National City:
- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.
- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service 
members from patronizing the following 
locations.

In Twentynine Palms:
- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd. 
- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.
- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.
In Yucca Valley:
- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:
- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits, 
check out the Combat Center’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

HQ Battery Forarty Disbands 

"Easy Puzzle"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

Across

1 Clinton moniker

6 Road through the 
Twin Cities

11 Umpteen's ordinal

14 Moving aid

15 Smirnoff rival

16 Riches from ditches

17 "Easy!"

19 Unit-cost word

20 Any ship

21 "Wow"

22 All wound up

24 Costing nothing

25 V.P. Agnew

27 Inspector Gadget's 
arch-nemesis

30 Bit of the backbone

33 "Over There" 
songwriter

34 Hospital staffers

35 Experimental area

36 Cut, as nails

37 "Easy!"

38 Group of girls

39 Entire

40 "Superman" reporter

41 Apple-family fruits

42 Lamp locales

44 Choice poultry

45 Messy kin of "thud"

46 New Haven collegians

47 17th-century diarist 
Samuel

49 In the middle of

50 Chewable stick

53 Web address

54 "Easy!"

58 FBI's cousin

59 Lease signatory

60 Exterior

61 All-important

62 Hot rum drink

63 Acting Witherspoon

Down

1 Signs of spring

2 "Doesn't look good"

3 Thorn in one's side

4 However

5 He almost won

6 #2 hit for Bill Withers 
in 1972

7 Dog command

8 Pull-up diaper wearer

9 Dubya classmate

10 Birdbrains

11 "Easy!"

12 Christmas purchase

13 ___ mentality

18 "Glad that's over!"

23 Extreme soreness

24 Hullabaloo

25 Type of car

26 Get ready for

27 1983 Mr. T film

28 Esther of TV

29 "Easy!"

30 Tarzan's transports

31 Portentous bird

32 Really deep hole

34 Valuable

37 TV's Hawkeye

38 Punches

40 Garage floor sight

41 Suffered on account 
of

43 Langley trainee

44 Sister in myth

46 Grinder's need

47 Hockey disk

48 Canal to Buffalo

49 Nailed on the links

50 Portcullis

51 Small guitars, briefly

52 Fille's mother

55 "Sands of ___ Jima"

56 Wrap up

57 Theatrical signal
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Sudoku Puzzle #3536-D

Difficult

1 2
2 3 4
5 6 2 7

8 9 1
6 1 7 4

7 2 5

4 8 5 3
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N N S
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D G E D
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U D E S

L
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A
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D
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D
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I E S E
26

N
27

E M Y

I
28

D I O T S O
29

B O E K
30

I
31

N
32

G
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R A V Y I
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N S U M A
35

N Y

H
36

O N E P
37

R E E N E
38

L A L

T
39

I E S
40

E W O N F
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R I T O

S
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T K A
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S I N R
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E I N I N

E
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X
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C O N R
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E N E G E S

S
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P
49

A R K B
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O S C

I
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M
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Y P O E H
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L
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E
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R
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P
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L O Y H
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S
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Sudoku Solution #3529-D

9 8 7 1 5 3 6 4 2
3 1 4 6 8 2 7 5 9
5 2 6 7 4 9 1 8 3
8 4 5 2 7 6 3 9 1
6 9 2 5 3 1 8 7 4
7 3 1 8 9 4 2 6 5

1 7 3 9 6 5 4 2 8
4 5 8 3 2 7 9 1 6
2 6 9 4 1 8 5 3 7

Chloe Brooke Carnahan 
Born Jan. 10, 2015

Born to
Aaron and Felicia Carnahan

Claire Lorraine Hardesty 
Born Jan. 13, 2015

Born to
Charlie and Patty Hardesty

Breanna Marie Ober
Born Jan. 16, 2015

Born to
Joseph and Elizabeth Ober

Baylee Rae Henderson 
Born Jan. 17, 2015

Born to
Adam and Tara Henderson

Julio Cesar Urena 
Born Jan. 24, 2015

Born to
Julio Urena and Isza-Mar Torres

Philip Gunner Cattin-Ford
Born Jan. 23, 2015

Born to
Amanda Cattin-Ford and Tony Ford

In an effort to stream-
line the combat efficiency 
of the Corps, Headquarters 
Marine Corps has ordered 
the deactivation of the HQ 
Battery, Force Artillery Feb. 
5, 1958. The battery, once a 
vital part in the functioning 
of Marine Corps artillery, 
has been replaced by the 
new Field Artillery Group 
concept.  Technical services 
performed by the battery in 
the past will, for the most 
part, be taken over.

These duties include 
survey control for Base 
and Force Troop units, 
radio-sonic, metro and 
flash ranging services 
and supervision of firing 
demonstrations for mili-
tary and civilian observers. 

Colonel D. N. Otis, 
Chief of Staff, Force 
Artillery, and Deputy Chief 
of Staff, Force Troops, 
will carry out duties in the 
latter role. In addition, he 
assumes responsibility for 
the tactical supervision of 
field training AAA units. 
Sgt. Maj. A. L. Bushlow 
will continue to work with 
Col. Otis. Other battery 
personnel will be resigned 
to accordance with their 
military training. 

The new Field Artillery 
Group concept combines 

all the heavy field artillery 
weapons of the Corps under 
one technical and tactical 
command. This idea was 
first tested by HQ Battery, 
For-Arty when it com-
bined a 155 Gun Battery, 
an 8” Howitzer Battery 
and a Heavy Artillery Rkt 
Battery to form the first 
provisional Group. This 
provisional Field Artillery 
Group, under HQ Battery, 
For-Atry operational con-
trol conducted numerous 
field firing exercises and 
two extended field exercis-
es in conjunction with the 
11th Marines.

Based on these exer-
cises, a comprehensive 
report on the capabilities 
and limitations of the Field 
Artillery Group were sub-
mitted to HQMC. Of simi-
lar importance was the first 
tactical field test firing of 
the Honest Kohn Rocket 
which was conducted by 
the battery in October 57’. 

Organized in the fall of 
53’ the battery was com-
manded by Capt. J. N. 
Larson. Its original mis-
sion was to supervise the 
technical and tactical artil-
lery training of the heavy 
field artillery units at this 
base. In the fall of 54’, 
the battery functioned 

primarily as an adminis-
trative unit for For-Trps 
in Twentynine Palms. The 
present C/S For-Atry, Col. 
Otis, reported in January 
’56 from the 3rd Marine 
Division in Japan. With 
the ForTrps staff moving 
to Twentynine Palms in 
September ’55, the battery 
was free for the first time 
to embark on an extensive 
tactical training program 
which continued from 
January until October, 
when AGLEX 57 Echo 
commenced. 

The entire battery took 
apart in the exercise, with 
the C/S For-Atry acting as 
Deputy Maneuver Director 
and Chief Umpire. Battery 
personnel also served as 
umpire control and aggres-
sors in AGLEX 57 India 
and PACTRAEX56L. 
Personnel of the battery 
have umpired or taken part 
in every major 1st Division 
landing exercise since the 
battery’s inception.

Recent activates include 
completion of the first sur-
vey school of the base and 
organization and instruc-
tion of the first formal 
radio-operator’s school will 
continue for a few days 
after the deactivation date. 

The Colonel was 

commissioned a 2nd Lt. 
in the regular Marine 
Corps upon graduation 
from Dartmouth College. 
While in college, he was 
a member of the Platoon 
Leaders Classes of ’35 
and ’36. Upon gradua-
tion from Basic School in 
Philadelphia, PA., Col. Otis 
was selected for a commis-
sion for graduating in the 
upper five percent of over 
100 participants. Just prior 
to and during World War 
II, as a graduate of the Base 
Defense Weapons School 
of Quantico, he served 
with the 2nd, 6th and 10th 
Defense Battalions. While 
serving three years in con-
tinuous action on Midway, 
the Solomon’s, the Russel 
Islands and Eniwetok, Col. 
Otis advanced from 1st Lt. 
to the rank of Major. He 
was promoted to Colonel 
in 1951 while on duty 
with the Joint Staff of the 
JCS. He is a graduate of 
the Command and Staff 
Course of the MCS and 
of the Armed Forces Staff 
College as well as other ser-
vice schools. He holds the 
Letter of Commendation 
with Combat V for services 
performed at Midway. 
Other awards include two 
Navy Unit Citations. 



> I just recently got into wood working and 
carpentry. My dad has a small business and I kind of 
picked up everything from him. 
> I’ve been doing it for about two years. 
I started making furniture; I made a gun cabinet, a 
kitchen island, end tables, signs, and shelves. 
> Hopefully, when I retire, I can really get into 
it, because I don’t have enough time to do it full time. 
> I really like how you take something and you 
envision in your head how you want it and then you 
put the time into making something with your hands. 
Something you can be proud of and look at and say, ‘I 
put the time into this, and this is the finished product.’ 
It just calms me down. It’s kind of a way to get away 
from the stress of the day.
> The first piece I made was a gun cabinet. I 
was at home for Christmas leave about two years ago. 
My dad was working a lot but he had a client that real-
ly wanted a gun cabinet made, so I picked up some 
tools, made it,  and it turned out really well. That’s 
when I knew that I was going to be passionate about 
it. After that gun cabinet I was hooked.
> I like the sanding and finishing part. The 
building part is cool but you can’t really sit back and 
enjoy it as much because you have to stay focused on 
what you’re doing. When you get in there sanding or 
finishing your mind wanders and everything kind of 
just flows and you’re pretty much done after that.
> What I would really like to get into is using 
solid hand tools and not using any screws or nails   
or any kind of machines. That’s like expert level and 
takes a little while and a lot of practice. Hopefully I 
can get to that point one day.
> My dad is pretty busy and it’s time consuming, 
so to meet client demands he has to have power tools 
and things of that nature just to keep up with people 
and keep up with orders. 
> It’s pretty much out of his garage. They have a 
little shop in our home town that they sell stuff out 
of, that’s pretty much like a walk in store. He builds 
everything in his garage, he’ll load up his trailer real 
quick and go to swap meets, and flea markets to sell 

his stuff. He’ll get hit up on Facebook. It’s pretty 
much by word of mouth.
> I’ve been in for three and a half years.
> I wanted something different. I kind of 
looked at all my friends and saw the direction they 
were going and I wanted to branch out and see the 
world. I’ve seen parts of the world and I just wanted 
to get a change of pace.
> I have a lot of family members that were in the 
Marine Corps and the Army and the Navy. It’s just 
something we looked up to as kids and pursued as 
we got older.
> I have a younger sister and I grew up with 
my cousins. We were really close. We grew up in the 
same house and we’re all a year apart. My oldest cous  
was in the Army, the middle one is a Marine and the 
youngest is in the Army as well. So it’s pretty crazy 
how that all worked out.
> We looked up to my grandmother’s brother. He 
was killed in Vietnam, and he was a Marine. He was 
definitely someone to model yourself after.
> My wife and I find local things to do. The culture 
of Twentynine Palms, I really respect it. Once you 
start learning about the culture and the people, and 
the steps that were taken to make this town what it is, 
you grow to respect all that. We like finding different 
stories and different places to kind of just add on to 
our experience here.
> The most memorable thing, I’d have to say, 
is the camaraderie that you get. You really don’t find 
that anywhere else. You sit back and think about the 
people that you meet and the friends that you make. 
Those are the guys you’re going to stay in contact 
with forever, especially if you throw a deployment in 
the mix. You don’t forget those things.
> For a while, wood working was all I would 
think about, just trying to gather as much knowledge 
as I could about it and trying different techniques. 
> The time that you put into wood working, or 
any hobby that you might have, I think the patience 
and the finished product go hand in hand. If you’re 
patient as a Marine and you do the right things, those 

all play out in the end. You’re going to look back and 
that’s something you’re going to be proud of.
> We’ve been married for three years. I 
think my wife has definitely influenced a lot of 
choices because she’s always there in the back of 
my mind, especially with a son on the way. I have 
to provide for them.
> I’m in school right now taking an [emergency 
medical technician] course. I started in January, It’s a 
semester long and I’ll be a certified EMT at the end of it.
> I wanted to make myself competitive, 
whether I’m staying in or getting out. I’ve always been 
interested in the health care environment and I just 
feel like everyone should know basic triage of some 
sort. Just having some kind of basic medical knowl-
edge is what I wanted to pursue.
> I think the biggest influence would defi-
nitely be Sarah, my wife. We talk about the 
things that we’re going to do as far as career paths 
and the future. You definitely have to look back 
and make sure that your family is taken care of first 
and foremost.
> I would say every Marine I’ve met has been 
influential in some way. Something I learned early 
on is that you kind of take bits and pieces of people. 
I’ve always done that and it applied whenever the 
time arose. 

NACOGDOCHES, TX.Clayton
Sargent has been in the 
Marine Corps for three 
and a half years. He is 
currently studying to be 
an emergency medical 
technician and hopes to 
be a fire fighter after the 
Marine Corps.

26, Wire Non-Commissioned Officer,
7th Marine Regiment.
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SARGENT

Interviewed and photographed by Lance Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo

THE WORK OF A NATION.  
THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE. www.cia.gov

For additional information and to apply, visit:

Join the CIA and share our mission of providing critical 
information to the highest levels of government. This is 
truly fulfilling and exciting work for individuals with the 
education and potential to set a world-class standard in 
any of the following areas:
Analysis • Clandestine Operations • Engineering • 
Finance • Human Resources • IT • Languages •  
Legal • Logistics • Science • Security 

Full-time positions, as well as paid student internships, are 
available. The CIA is committed to employing a workforce 
as diverse as the nation itself.  Visit www.cia.gov and 
apply online today.
Applicants must have US citizenship and the ability to 
successfully complete medical examinations and security 
procedures, including a polygraph interview. An equal  
opportunity employer and a drug-free workforce.

SERVE UNDER ANOTHER SYMBOL OF 
           NATIONAL SECURITY.

TRANSITIONING?

CONTINUE TO MAKE A  
DIFFERENCE AFTER  
SEPARATING FROM  
THE SERVICE.
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Enter to win!
One of our classifieds ads is FAKE!
Find the fake ad & be entered into a 

drawing to win a PRIZE!

The “fake ad” will run weekly in the 
Hi Desert Star, Desert Trail &  
Observation Post newspapers. All 
entries for that week must be 
received by 5 p.m the following 
Monday. Winners will be notified 
each Tuesday. 

To enter our contest:
Bring the “Fake Ad” into our office, 
give us a call or mail us your entry.
For more info, call our office at 
760-365-3315 or 760-367-3577.
Limit 1 winner per household per month. Winners must be 18 years or older. 

Find the Fake ad
Weekly 

Contest!

CONTEST SPONSORED BY:

Congratulations to last weeks winner:
Carolynne Hansen

STORY BY SGT. PAUL PETERSON

MORON AIR BASE, Spain - A platoon of Marines 
with Special-Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force 
Crisis Response – Africa completed an unscripted 
alert drill to test the unit’s ability to rapidly respond to 
regional crises, Jan. 29.

“At any given time we have an alert force ready 
to [respond] to crises in Africa,” said Capt. Daniel 
Lakhani, the platoon’s company commander. 
“Rehearsals keep the Marines focused on the mis-
sion at hand. They’re professional. They’re resil-
ient. They’re mature, and they’re able to focus their 
attention on each specific mission with the different 
profiles they require, from embassy reinforcement to 
tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel to [quick 
reaction] missions.”

SPMAGTF-CR-AF received an alert for a simu-

lated medical evacuation mission at nearby Rota Air 
Base, Spain, early in the afternoon and gathered its 
on-call alert force to respond. The Marines assembled 
at a prearranged staging area, completed planning for 
their mission, and boarded two MV-22Ospreys on 
Morón Air Base. The total time for conducting the 
rehearsal had to meet the requirement for the Marines 
to depart Spain within six hours of the order to begin 
their mission.

The platoon had no foreknowledge of the spe-
cific mission they would carry out. Every minute is 
methodically used to assemble their gear, arrange 
transportation, and run through the mission require-
ments passed on by the unit’s command. 

The two Ospreys, laden with Marines, departed the 
air field less than four hours after receiving the initial 
warning. Less than 30 minutes after landing at Rota 
Air Base, the Marines had successfully secured the 

area, pushed several hundred yards to their objective, 
and extracted the simulated casualty. The process was 
designed to test the command and alert force’s ability 
to come together, adapt, and react to the wide range of 
missions SPMAGTF-CR-AF was created to handle. 

On any given day, the unit could participate in 
multinational training operations, respond to natural 
disasters, provide humanitarian aid, or evacuate an 
embassy by direction of U.S. Africa Command.

 “This mission is different from other missions 
or deployments the Marines have been on, whether 
it’s Iraq or Afghanistan, where they were conduct-
ing combat operations for a sustained period of 
time,” noted Lakhani. “We’re being welcomed by the 
Spanish. We’re interacting with them and other host 
nations within Europe and Africa, conducting partner 
training as well as [remaining ready] to respond to 
multiple contingencies within Africa.”

PHOTO BY SGT. PAUL PETERSON

Marines with Special-Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force Crisis Response – Africa run aboard an MV-22 Osprey during an alert-force drill at Rota Air Base, 
Spain, Jan. 29. A platoon of Marines successfully carried out a simulated casualty evacuation mission launched from their staging area at Morón Air Base, Spain, 
where SPMAGTF-CR-AF is postured to respond to regional crises. 

v

TODAY 

$100
5 WINNERS

EVERY HOUR OF

5pm -10pm
PLAY WITH YOUR CLUB 29 CARD IN  TO WIN

1  WINNER       $1,000  
HOURLY 5pm -9pm

10pm &11pm1  WINNER       $2,500  
| 

OF

OF

SEE CLUB 29 FOR YOUR FREE DAILY DRAWING TICKET

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH

after 10am

Every Friday in February

and Get a 
FREE GIFT!

EARN4 CLUB DOLLARS

*Limited quantities available,
while supplies last, first-come, first-served.

WIN YOUR SHARE OF

$10,000

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH

Management reserves the right to alter or cancel a promotion at any time.  
Some restrictions may apply.  See Club 29 for details.  Must be 18+.

TortoiseRockCasino.com
73829 Baseline Road, Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

It's all right here.

Crisis Response Marines
rehearse readiness
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Jeff Smith, L.A.c
– Acupuncture of the Desert –

760-365-5677
56244 Papago Trail

Yucca Valley, CA 92284

MOST INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED

Call today
to reserve your space 
in our
2015 Directory.

 Call us to 

 promote your 

 business 

 T oday!

 (760) 365-3315
 (760) 367-3577

 LOCAL
  MARKETING 
 OPPORTUNITIES!

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. CHRISTOPHER MENDOZA

An MV-22 Osprey from Special-Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force Crisis 
Response – Africa flies toward an aerial refueling point near the coast of Spain, 
Jan. 28. The ability to complete on-the-move refueling greatly extends the oper-
ational capabilities of SPMAGTF-CR-AF, which is tasked with providing a crisis 
response force for Africa.

PHOTO BY SGT. PAUL PETERSON

Lance Cpl. Jason Barreras, a field radio operator with Special-Purpose Marine 
Air-Ground Task Force Crisis Response – Africa helps coordinate the extraction 
of a simulated casualty during an alert-force drill at Rota Air Base, Spain, Jan. 
29. Barreras helped maintain constant communication with unit commanders 
and essential personnel as they completed the unscripted mission, which was 
designed to test the unit’s ability to rapidly adapt and respond to a crisis situation.

PHOTO BY SGT. PAUL PETERSON

Second Lt. Alan Poe, a platoon commander with Special-Purpose Marine Air-
Ground Task Force Crisis Response – Africa, uses a radio to communicate with 
his Marines at the site of a simulated casualty at Rota Air Base, Spain, Jan. 29. 
Poe helped coordinate the unit’s response to an unscripted casualty evacuation 
scenario designed to test the flexibility of SPMAFT-CR-AF’s alert force.

PHOTO BY SGT. PAUL PETERSON

Two Marines with Special-Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force Crisis 
Response – Africa clear a path to a simulated casualty during an alert-force drill 
at Rota Air Base, Spain, Jan. 29. The unit launched a platoon of Marines shortly 
after receiving an unscripted casualty evacuation mission and spent less than 30 
minutes on the ground retrieving the casualty. 

Crisis Response Marines
rehearse readiness

Call to subscribe to the Hi-Desert Star, (760) 365-3315 or The Desert Trail, (760) 367-3577 today!
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Skyview Chapel
Church of God
Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano

Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

(Missouri Synod)
WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASS 10:30 AM 
“Living Under the Son”

59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548

Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

Yucca Valley Center for 
Spiritual Living

  Healing Lives &  Building Dreams

Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

760-365-2205
yvcsl.org

Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m. 
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley

(760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086 

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
This Week’s Spotlight Church

“The will of God will 
never take you where 
the grace of God will 

not protect you.”

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am 
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

www.stmartinschurch29.org (760) 367-7133

Vicar, Peggy Ventris

This space available. 
Call your advertising representative 

today to place your services.

365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

We will be happy to help you set up 
your ad so you can let the community 

know when your services are held.

For more  information 
and to place your ad

Call Krystal Kusmieruk
(760) 365-3315, ext. 227
at the Hi-Desert Star

Spread the Word!
�Promote your services in our

Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

Yucca Valley Center for 
Spiritual Living

Healing Lives &  Building Dreams

Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

760-365-2205
yvcsl.org

ice in the event that he 
should fall through, which 
helps build confidence,” 
said Sgt. Maj. Steven P. 
Brunner, MCMWTC 
Sergeant Major, native of 
St. Petersburg, Fla. “Most 
students have never fallen 
through the ice before but 
it doesn’t mean that it can’t 
happen.” 

Two holes were cut into 
the frozen lake and at the 
edge of each hole was a 
pair of skis, ski poles and a 
five-gallon weighted pack. 
Each Marine slid in on the 
skis with the rest of the 
provided gear. Their objec-
tive was to get the pack out 
of the water then swim to 
the edge where they would 
be tested on their men-
tal state while under the 
strain of the freezing water. 
Participants had to verbally 
request permission to exit 
the water. 

“When you jump in, 
you lose your breath, you 
kind of lose your head,” 
said Sgt. Aaron Jensen, stu-
dent, WMLC 1-15, native 
of Long Island, N.Y. “But 
you have a task to do and, 
as long as you complete 
each one, you don’t really 

get caught up in how you 
feel.”

Once participants got 
out of the lake they rolled in 
powdered snow to help get 
the excess water off their 
clothes. Participants then 
sprinted to the warming 
tents, where they stripped 
off their wet clothing 
and put on dry clothes to 

restore their body’s normal 
temperature.

“There’s really no such 
thing as an expert in this 
type of environment,” 
Brunner said. “If you’ve 
never received this type of 
training, you won’t know 
how you’re going to react 
in that type of situation.”

The six-week Mountain 
Leaders Course began Jan. 
5 and ends Feb. 18. The 
course is designed to train 
Marines on what to expect 
in a cold-weather environ-
ment and tests their skills 

and knowledge through a 
variety of scenarios. 

Mountain leaders can 
take the knowledge gained 
from this experience and 
pass it on to the units train-
ing aboard MCMWTC.

“It validates what we do 
up here,” Brunner said. “In 
my opinion, we are the pre-
mier war fighting organiza-
tion in the [Department of 
Defense] when it comes to 
training at a high-altitude 
compartmentalized winter 
and summer mountainous 
environment.”

Plunge from A1

explained Ryan.
 This training gives Romanians and U.S. service mem-

bers experience working with one another, increasing unit 
cohesion for future operations. 

“This is the only Marine regiment in all of Romania,” 
said Alexandru, a seven-year veteran. “I have been 
involved in almost every single operation we do with the 
(United States.) Each time I leave knowing something 
new that I can use to help my career.”

The two nations come together to form and foster 
relationships to create a united front.

“We have a saying here in Romania, ‘Where there is 
one, the strength is low; but where there are two, the 
power grows,’” said Alexandru.

Tactics from A1

Staff Sgt. John Freeshea, instructor, Animal Packers Course, begins singing the Marine’s Hymn after com-
pleting a plunge into freezing water during an Ice-Breaker Drill as part of Winter Mountain Leaders Course 
1-15 at Levitt Lake, Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., Jan. 30. It was the 
first time in approximately three years since the drill was conducted at MCMWTC. 

TOUGH MINDED 
OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

This column sponsored by:

Dr. Lou can be reached at 760-367-4627
800-995-1620

res19mxc@verizon.net

REPEATED WITH MUCH LOVE
Dr. Lou asked for my definition of death with dignity.  

For me, the definition is not hinged to “assisted 
suicide.”

My name is Herb Orban.  I am 66, have been living 
with incurable Stage IV Metastatic Cancer since 09/10, 
and someday, sooner than most I will be dead. 

I was raised in the front row of Church of the 
Nazarene but its theology no longer persuades me.

I am grateful for my life and its gifts of intelligence, 
love, wonder and laughter.    My life reflects the dignity 
and capacity of how I have lived.  Today, I fully 
understand the gravity of my condition.  

For me, it would be “undignified” to die in a confused, 
incontinent state, extreme, uncontrollable pain, or 
where I am totally dependent on others.  I squeeze 
every ounce of living out of each day.  My life’s dignity 
is a function of my personal qualities and “my death 
with dignity” will be a personal achievement.

I am not sad or engaged in an impossible fight 
against my disease. In my plans for life after death, I 
say, with Whitman:

“I bequeath myself to the dirt to grow from 
 the grass I love,
 If you want me again look for me under your boot-soles”

**************************************
I asked Herb to write this column because I have a 

tremendous regard for both Herb and his wife Gina.  You 
will be learning more about Herb and his challenging 
situation in the weeks to come.

Mike Lipsitz
Landers

Beverly Burkitt
Landers

Sgt. Sloan Seiler, Winter Mountain Leaders Course 1-15, student, Marine Corps 
Mountain Warfare Training Center, requests permission to exit the freezing water 
during an Ice-Breaker Drill as part of WMLC 1-15 at Levitt Lake, MCMWTC, 
Bridgeport, Calif., Jan. 30. Each Marine slid into the water on the skis with the five 
gallon weighted pack and a pair of ski poles. Their objective was to get the pack 
out of the water and then swim to the edge where they would be tested on their 
mental endurance while under the strain of the freezing temperature of the water.

Major Claudiuv Vison presents the Marines with a 
plaque that symbolizes their naval heritage, thanking 
them for the workshop, Jan. 29. This three-day work-
shop, with the only battalion of Marines in Romania, 
covered tactics and troop-leading procedures and 
how the U.S. Marine Corps utilizes their noncommis-
sioned officers in squad-sized elements.

Visit from A1

Maj. Gen. Michael A. Rocco, Commanding 
General, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, greets a fellow 
pilot during his visit to the Strategic Expeditionary 
Landing Field aboard the Combat Center, Jan. 27.
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Keep learning at think.nu.edu

One 
cowhide  
can produce 
10 footballs.

Learn even more at  
National University.  
Service members are 
eligible for reduced  
tuition. Online. On base. 
Non-profit. 

Don’t think you have 
time to learn something 
new? You just did.

© 2015 National University NU14_1705-28

Let your loved one know how
 you feel with a “Love Note” 

in our Special Happy 
Valentine’s Day Page!

Drop by, call or send in your Love Note 
along with payment to our Hi-Desert Star 

or the Desert Trail office. You can add a 
photo for just $5.00 more! Send as many 

Love Notes as you would like, grandparents, kids, 
wives, husbands, sweeties or friends. Please limit each to 15 words or 
less. Don’t forget our guys in the military, this will publish in our 
Observation Post that is sent to all the Marines and their families!

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
People you know, news you can trust

Hi-Desert Star  
(760) 365-3315

The Desert Trail  
(760) 367-3577

56445 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley

6396 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms

Your 
Message 

here

Publishes:  Feb. 12, 
13, 14.  
Trail, OP, Sat. Star.
Deadline: February 
10, 2015  5pm

2x2- $35

1x2 - $25

Your 
Message 

here

Hi-Desert Star
56445 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
365-3315

The Desert Trail
6396 Adobe Road

29 Palms, CA 92277
367-3577

NAME: 
PHONE: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 
STATE:  ZIP 
Message (15 words or less, please) 

PAYMENT METHOD
Check Enclosed: $
Credit Card No:  Expiration Date: 

Love Notes
PO Box 880

Yucca Valley, CA 92286

Photo Enclosed

Not actual sizes
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MCBH change of commandMCBH change of command

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Brian P.
Annichiarico (right) passes the
Marine Corps Base Hawaii unit col-
ors to Col. Eric E. Schaefer (left)
symbolizing the passing of com-
mand during the MCBH change of
command ceremony at hangar 101
aboard MCAS Kaneohe Bay,
Wednesday. 

Photo by: Lance Cpl. Aaron S. Patterson][
Cinema 6

Showtimes Effective
8/15/14 - 8/21/14

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

Expendables 3
(PG13)

1:30 6:00 9:00
Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles
(PG13)

2D  1:30  6:30  9:00
3D  4:00

Into The Storm (PG13)
1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00

Guardians Of The Galaxy
(PG13)

2D  1:30  6:00
3D  9:00

SPECIAL
PRICING

EVERY USED 
CAR MUST GO.

3919 E. Palm Canyon Dr. | Palm Springs, CA 92264 | V.I.P. Motor Cars, Ltd. in business since 1972 | East Palm Canyon at Cherokee

East Palm Canyon at Gene Autry Trail
PalmSpringsHyundai.com

(866) 706-3333

SALE AT PALM SPRINGS HYUNDAIUSED CAR

100s
IN STOCK!

WEEKEND SALE & 
BBQ EVENT
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D
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E
!

Unbelievable savings 
on quality preowned cars.

Commandant of the Marine Corps 
visits Integrated Task Force Marines

Commandant of the 
Marine Corps Gen. 
Joseph F. Dunford, 
Jr., right speaks to 
Marines of Battery A 
in between fire mis-
sions during their 
final field exercise at 
Range GP 13 aboard 
Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
Feb. 3. Dunford flew 
to North Carolina to 
visit Ground Combat 
Element Integrated 
Task Force Marines 
to observe their train-
ing and discuss the 
future of the Corps, 
and how the Marines 
are helping shape a 
better Marine Corps. 

Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., left, speaks 
with Captains Raymond P. Kaster, center, company commander of Company 
A, and Mark A. Lenzi, company commander of Weapons Company, during his 
observation of the companies’ final field exercise at Range G6 aboard Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., Feb. 3.

Leadership from Marine Corps Air Station New River and II Marine Expeditionary 
Force welcome Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., 
after landing at the air station, Feb. 3.

Photos by: Sgt. Alicia R.Leaders
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Two Tips on Who Should File a 2014 Tax Return
New for 2014: Premium Tax Credit.  If you bought 
health insurance through the Health Insurance 
Marketplace in 2014, you may be eligible for the 
new Premium Tax Credit. You will need to file a 
return to claim the credit. If you purchased 
coverage from the Marketplace in 2014 and chose 
to have advance payments of the premium tax 
credit sent directly to your insurer during the year 
you must file a federal tax return. You will reconcile 
any advance payments with the allowable 
Premium Tax Credit. You should receive Form 
1095-A, Health Insurance Marketplace 
Statement, by early February. The new form 
will have information that will help you file your 
tax return.

American Opportunity Credit.  The AOTC is 
available for four years of post secondary 
education and can be up to $2,500 per eligible 
student.  You or your dependent must have been 
a student enrolled at least half time for at least 
one academic period. Even if you don’t owe any 
taxes, you still may qualify. However, you must 
complete Form 8863, Education Credits, and file 
a return to claim the credit. Use the Interactive Tax 

Assistant tool on IRS.gov to see if you can claim 
the credit. Learn more by visiting the IRS’ 
Education Credits Web page.

From more tips on who should file, please go 
to:
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Six-Tips-on-Who-
Should-File-a-2014-Tax-Return

 (760) 365-3315
 (760) 367-3577

 Subscribe
 Today!

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY LANCE CPL. JULIO 
MCGRAW

Military Working Dog 
handlers and their canine 
counterparts demonstrated 
their capabilities and disci-
pline during a aggression 
and obedience demon-
stration at Joshua Tree 
Elementary School, Jan. 30.

The Marines and 
MWD’s showed the stu-
dents the different ways 
they would react while 
dealing with a perpetra-
tor. The MWD’s displayed 
their level of discipline as 
the handlers performed 
searches and demonstrat-
ed how the dogs would 
react if things got violent 
or out of control. Marines 
also demonstrated how 
and when a MWD would 
bite or subdue a target.  
PMO regularly provides 
these demonstrations to 
schools in the local com-
munity approximately 12 
times a year, serving 11 
schools in the Morongo 
Unified School District.

K9 unit demonstrates skills 
at Joshua Tree Elementary 

Baby, military working dog, 
K9 unit, Provost Marshal’s 
Office, bites Staff Sgt. Charlie 
Hardesty, kennel master, 
K9 unit, PMO, as children 
watch during a demonstration 
at Joshua Tree Elementary 
School, Jan. 29.

Sgt. Darren Westmoreland, 
military working dog handler, 
K9 Unit, Provost Marshal’s 
Office, answers a ques-
tion from a Joshua Tree 
Elementary School stu-
dent about the Marine’s job 
as a MWD handler during a 
demonstration at the school, 
Jan. 29. The MWD handlers 
answered questions that stu-
dents and teachers had about 
the MWDs.

Cpl. John Scudder, military working dog handler, K9 unit, Provost Marshal’s 
Office, holds on to Baby, MWD, PMO, before a simulated attack on a perpetrator 
during a demonstration at Joshua Tree Elementary School, Jan 29. Scudder has 
been working with MWDs for three years.
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STORY AND PHO-
TOS BY  LANCE CPL. 
MEDINA AYALA-LO

T W E N T Y N I N E 
PALMS, Calif. - In 
an effort to support 
the local community, 
Combat Center Marines 
and sailors participated 
in Reach Out Morongo 
Basin, Jan. 26.

Approximately two 
years ago, Navy Lt. 
William Broderick, chap-
lain, 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Marine Regiment, native 
of Fort Lauderdale, Fl. 

started projects with 
the 1st Tank Battalion. 
They were home-repair 
projects through an orga-
nization called Reach 
Out Morongo Basin, a 
non-profit organization 
geared toward helping the 
elderly and handicapped. 

“It was a big hit. We 
did two projects with 
Tanks, and when I came 
to 3/7, we decided to be a 
little more aggressive and 
see if we couldn’t bring 
the battalions together,” 
Broderick said. “Today 

is kind of a joint effort 
between 3rd Battalion, 
11th Marine Regiment 
and 1st Tanks.

Although 3/7 couldn’t 
participate due to unfore-
seen training obligations, 
there was still a large 
turn out, with near-
ly 70 Marines working 
on a host of projects 
from Yucca Valley to 
Twentynine Palms, Calif.

“It’s team building 
with the Marines them-
selves,” Broderick said. 
“They work together 

in a non-stressful envi-
ronment and really get 
to bond with the own-
ers. The idea is that our 
Marines will be out there 
getting to know the peo-
ple that we defend.”

Reach Out Morongo 
Basin and a Combat 
Center Marine visit 
the site of a project in 
advance to see if the 
project is feasible to do 
in a day. The volunteers 
make sure the home-
owner has the tools to 
complete the project and 

if they don’t, the tools 
are provided for them.

“It not only helps 
the senior citizens and 
disabled we’re work-
ing with, but I think it 
helps the young men and 
women from the base 
who are volunteering,” 
said Robin Schlosser, 
executive director, Reach 
Out Morongo Basin, 
native of Twentynine 
Palms, Calif. “It gives 
them a sense of commu-
nity again, to be able to 
get out and interact with 

the people.”
 Marines work togeth-

er to accomplish the mis-
sion, whether it be over-
seas or in the communi-
ty, they have set goals for 
the future.

“My hope for the 
future is that the momen-
tum we’ve created doing 
these projects will con-
tinue,” Broderick said. 
“This is one of those 
things where entire bat-
talions come together for 
a day to do something 
really positive.”

Combat Center Marines
volunteer in local community

1st Tank Battalion Marines and sailors pose for a photo after helping remove a tree stump from Richard Krekemeyer’s, WWII veteran, native of Twentynine Palms, 
Calif., front yard during Reach Out Morongo Basin, Jan. 26. The event was a joint effort between 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment and 1st Tank Battalion to 
restore the homes of the elderly and handicapped.

Pfc. Jhosue Lucio, warehouse clerk, 3rd  Battlion, 11th Marine Regiment, native 
of Fair Lawn, N.J. and Lance Cpl. Jesse King, warehouse clerk, 3/11, native 
of Lexington, Ky., dig a trench around Janet Cole’s house during Reach Out 
Morongo Basin, Jan. 26. Before taking on a project, Reach Out Morongo Basin 
and a Combat Center Marine visit the site months in advance to see if the project 
is feasible to do in a day.

1st Tank Battalion Marines and sailors help remove a tree stump from Richard 
Krekemeyer’s, WWII veteran, native of Twentynine Palms, Calif., front yard during 
Reach Out Morongo Basin, Jan. 26. Nearly 70 Marines worked on a host of proj-
ects from Yucca Valley, to Twentynine Palms, Calif.
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Liberty Call

Sunset Cinema

Combat Center Events

Call 1-800-270-8639 and ask for 43285DCZ 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/osmb18

Happy Family Banquet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
4 (3 oz.) Polynesian Pork Chops
4 (4 1 ⁄2 oz.) Chicken Fried Steaks
20 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs 
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
16 oz. pkg. Steakhouse Fries
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets
43285DCZ Reg. $213.00 | Now Only $4999

SAVE 76% 
Get 3 FREE GIFTS

FREE Cutlery Set 
& Cutting Board
and 6 Burgers

Limit 2 pkgs. Your 6 free burgers, 6 piece cutlery set and cutting board will be sent to each 
shipping address that includes The Happy Family Banquet 43285. Limit 1 free box of 6 (4 oz.) 
Omaha Steaks Burgers, one cutlery set and cutting board per in-store purchase and/or per 
shipment. Standard S&H will be added per address. Not valid with other o� ers. 2X points on fi rst 
purchase not available in MA or CA. Expires 5/15/15. ©2014 OCG | 501B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Cinema 6
Showtimes Effective
2/6/15 -  2/12/15

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

Jupiter Ascending 
(PG13)

2D  1:30   6:30   
3D  4:00  9:00
Spongebob: 

Sponge Out of Water 
(PG)

1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00
The Boy Next Door

 (R)
1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00

American Sniper
 (R)

1:30  6:00  9:00

  NEIL POND

“The Wedding Ringer”
Starring Kevin Hart,
Josh Gad &
Kaley Cuoco-Sweeting
Directed by
Jeremy Garelick
Rated R

Kevin Hart is a funny 
guy, with chops honed 
from years in comedy 
clubs, manic energy and 
a rat-a-tat-tat sense of 
timing and delivery that 
turns even so-so punch 
lines into zingers. It’s just 
too bad he still hasn’t 
found a movie worthy of 
his skills and talent.

The Wedding Ringer, 
a raunchy bro-mantic 
comedy that had been 
bumping around sev-
eral movie companies 
for over a decade before 
finally getting made and 
released, stars Josh Gad 
(the voice of Olaf the 
snowman from Frozen) 
as Doug, a workaholic 

tax attorney with wed-
ding bells in his future 
and the depressing 
prospect of no best 
man and no grooms-
men. Poor Doug is a 
likeable schlub, but he 
just doesn’t have any 
friends. 

Who’s he gonna call? 
Well, lucky for him, 
there’s Jimmy Callahan 
(Kevin Hart), a profes-
sional best -man-for-
hire who gives sad-sack 
grooms all the down-
the-aisle fakery, includ-
ing groomsmen, money 
can buy. 

That’s the setup for 
a series of comedic 
pre-wedding misadven-
tures, some of which 
seem awfully familiar 
(because we’ve seen 
them before), along 
with some other, more 
unique detours. Jock 
humor? Check. Gay 
jokes. Oh, yes. Bachelor 
party with a stripper? Of 
course. A gag involving 
peanut butter, a basset 
hound and someone’s 
private parts? Uh-huh. 
Depending on your dis-
position, you’ll either be 
chuckling or groaning, 
and likely some of both. 

Kaley Cuoco-

Sweeting, best known 
as Penny on TV’s 
The Big Bang Theory, 
plays Doug’s finance, 
Gretchen, whose sweet-
ness soon turns sour, 
in a one-dimensional 
part that exists only to 
be steamrolled flat by 
the Hart-Gad comedy 
express. Here’s hoping 
she gets another crack 
at another, fuller, better 
role in another, better 
movie, soon.

But Cuoco-Sweeting 
gets first-class treat-
ment compared to 
what happens to Cloris 
Leachman. The Oscar-
winning actress, who 
appears as Gretchen’s 
elderly grandmother, lit-
erally goes up in flames 
during a family dinner. 
Here’s hoping she gets 
another part in a film 
that doesn’t roast her 
like a Thanksgiving tur-
key, and then keep jok-
ing about it for the rest 
of the movie. 

The very idea of the 
movie is preposterous, 
but you can’t really 
bash it for that. Its most 
loathsome offense is 
its premise that neither 
men nor women are 
trustworthy, that both 

sexes are schemers and 
losers—a toxic taint of 
mistrust and misogyny 
that makes every joke, 
even the funny ones, 
land with a jaded thud. 

If you’re in a gener-
ous mood, you might 
gravitate to the movie’s 
subtext of male friend-
ships, or note the (rel-
ative) subtlety and sly 
grace of Olivia Thirlby, 
as Grechen’s young-
er sister, who almost 
susses out Doug and 
Jimmy’s ruse. And you 
might smile, and right-
fully so, at the song-
and-dance sequence 
into which Doug and 
Jimmy break when they 
crash someone else’s 
wedding party, with the 
camera circling around 
and over them, a joy-
ous surprise outburst 
of moves, grooves and 
high spirits that seems 
to come…well, from 
some other movie 
entirely.

A better movie.
Here’s hoping that, 

for Hart and everyone 
else, their next projects, 
whatever they are, have 
better rings to them 
than this ding-dong 
dud. 

Friday, Feb. 6
6 p.m. – Exodus: Gods and Kings, PG-13
9 p.m. – The Gambler, R
11:30 p.m. – Woman in Black 2 Angel of Death, PG-13
  
Saturday, Feb. 7
10:30 a.m.  – Lilo & Stich, PG
12:30 p.m. – The Hobbit: Battle of Five Armies
3:30 p.m. – Exodus: Gods and Kings, PG-13
9:30 p.m. – Woman in Black 2 Angel of Death, PG-13
11:30 p.m. – The Gambler, R  

Sunday, Feb. 8
12 p.m. – The Imitation Game, PG-13
3:30 p.m. – McFarland, PG
7 p.m. – American Sniper, R

Monday, Feb. 9
6 p.m. – Unbroken, PG-13

Tuesday, Feb. 10
6 p.m. – The Hobbit: Battle of Five Armies, PG

Wednesday, Feb. 11
6 p.m. – Exodus: Gods and Kings, PG-13

Thursday, Feb. 12
5 p.m. – Big Eyes, PG-13
7:30 p.m. – Wild, R

Friday, Feb. 13
6 p.m. – The Gambler. R
8:30 p.m. – Unbroken, PG-13
11:30 p.m. – The Imitation Game, PG-13

The Education Center will be offering Free SAT 
Preparation from February 1 to March 22 at the 
Education Center. The course topics that will be 
focused on are math, writing and critical reading. The 
course’s objective is to increase test scores, intro-
duce test-taking strategies, and connect students with 
others who are taking the SAT and many more. If you 
would like your son or daughter to participate, please 
contact the Education Center at 760-830-6881.  

Stop by the Combat Center Library anytime during 
February to go on a blind date with a book. All you 
have to do is picked up a wrapped book and return it 
with a short review and your name will be entered in 
a drawing for a date night for two. You can pick up as 
many blind date books as you want.

The Officers Club will be hosting The Heart Truth 
Red Dress Gala and Fashion Show on Feb. 5 from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. The recommended attire is a red 
dress but any red clothing will be accepted as long 
as it’s in base dress code; childcare will be provided. 
The events purpose is to raises awareness about 
the number one killer of women, heart disease. 
There will also be guest speakers which include 
medical professionals and nutritionist from the base 
hospital and presentations on the American Heart 
Association Heart Truth Campaign, MCFTB Self Care 
and Emotional Well Being, and a Fashion Show of the 
MCX spring line. To register for the event you can go 
to tinyurl.com/DressGala  

The base Library will be hosting the Love is in the 
Air event on Thursday, Feb. 12, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
At the event, you will be able to participate in festive 
activities and stories. You can also create something 
special for that certain someone. For more informa-
tion please contact the base library at 760-830-6875. 

Ding-Dong Dud
The giggles come with groans in latest Kevin Hart comedy
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55133 29 Palms Hwy.55133 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley, CA 92284Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Office: 760-365-0777Office: 760-365-0777
Cell: 909-709-8528Cell: 909-709-8528

Easy Financing available

We Buy RV’s, Consignments wanted

Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Motor Homes, 
Utility Trailers, Metal Buildings

HoursHours
Mon thru Sat 9 am-5 pmMon thru Sat 9 am-5 pm

Sunday 12 pm-5 Sunday 12 pm-5 

www.bluestarrvs.comwww.bluestarrvs.com

We support the

R.G. “Greg” Brown
USMC 1964-1968

in Yucca Valley since 1990
Sales Licensed in California over 40 years

Visit the official  
MCAGCC facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/ 

thecombatcenter

Hey Combat Center fans – 
Spread the word!  

The Combat Center has its 
own Flickr photo and video 

streams. Find them at http://
www.flickr.com/ 
thecombatcenter.

Hey Combat Center fans – Spread 
the word!  

The Combat Center has its own 
YouTube channel. Find it at 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ 
Combat CenterPAO.

The Desert Trail
6396 Adobe Road, 

29 Palms, CA 92277
(760) 367-3577

Hi-Desert Star
56445 29 Palms Hwy.

Yucca Valley, CA 92284
(760) 365-3315

www.hidesertstar.com
www.deserttrail.com

Need Cash?

  Sell Stuff!
Don’t let it sit in the garage 

collecting dust. 

SELL IT!
Advertise your items in print & online

in our classifieds.
Reaching the entire Morongo Basin!

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
People you know, news you can trust
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