MCAGCC TWENTYNINE PALMS

The Combat Center Color Guard takes a moment to observe the fireworks presentation during the Twentynine
Palms Independence Day celebration at Luckie Park, Saturday.

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY PFC. LEVI SCHULTZ

Since the signing
of the Declaration of
Independence in 1770,
Americans have cele-
brated the 4th of July
by illuminating the night
sky with festive displays
of fireworks.

The Twentynine Palms
community carried on this
American tradition during
its Independence Day cel-
cbration held for the third
year in a row at Luckie
Park, Saturday.

“With events like these
we like to get the base out
here to enjoy our com-
munity to see what is out
here for them,” Randy
Councell,  community
services director, City of
Twentynine Palms.

The Combat Center
contributed to the patri-
otism of the event by

See Celebrate pg. A5

Budget that won’t
sacrifice readiness

STORY BY

JIM GARAMONE
President Barack
Obama assured ser-

vice members that they
“are going to get paid”
despite disagreements
over the fiscal year 2016
defense budget.
Speaking  at  the
Pentagon following a
meeting with his national
security team, Obama said
it is important to take a
long view of the defense
budget and understand
that the American military
must be ready to fight and
win today as well as 25
years in the future.
The president said he
is not going to accept a
budget “that shortchang-
es our long-term require-
ments for new technolo-
gies, for readiness.”
“We’re not going to eat
our seed corn by devoting
too much money on things
we don’t need now and
robbing ourselves of the
capacity to make sure that
we're prepared for future
threats,” Obama added.
The administration

Marines honor
Independence Day

The Combat Center Color Guard present the colors during the singing of the
National Anthem sung by Horace Miller, retired Marine, during the Twentynine
Palms Independence Day celebration at Luckie Park, Saturday.

See more Independence Day celebration photos on page A4.

SERVATION

SMP; 20 years
of giving back

STORY BY PFC. LEVI SCHULTZ

The Single Marine
Program was established
in 1995 to quell rising
quality-of-life concerns. |
Today, it has grown |
Marine Corps-wide as a
source of entertainment
and volunteering oppor-
tunities for Marines and
sailors as well as improv-
ing base facilities.

This year marks the |
20th anniversary of SMP
working to improve the |88
lives of active duty ser- [
vice members. '

“When the program first started it began with
eight recreation centers throughout the Marine
Corps,” said Michael Brown, recreation center spe-
cialist, SMP. “Now the SMP has grown to 32 centers
nationally even as far as Okinawa and Korea.”

SMP maintains representatives throughout com-
mands across the Marine Corps who enable service
members to voice their opinions about the installa-
tion’s facilities.

“Everyone should know who their SMP represen-
tative is within their unit,” Brown said. “If you have
an issue, it’s the command team representative that
forwards it to the SMP council.”

The Combat Centet’s SMP recreation center, 5th
Street Zone, provides Marines with a place to unwind
on their off-duty hours with activities like billiards,
ping-pong, darts and video games. The Zone also
provides Marines with exciting recreational opportu-
nities on and off base.

“Events we have hosted include [Ultimate
Fighting Championship]| clinics, talent shows, con-
certs, pool parties and trips to the San Diego Zoo,”
said Lovetta Scipio, program coordinator, SMP. “We
provide the Marines with something to do and are
here for their benefit.”

During the holiday season, SMP also pro-
vides Marines with a variety of entertaining
events and trips. Throughout the month of
December, SMP hosts free trips to Big Bear
Lake, Palms Springs Desert Dunes Golf Course
and a variety of other locations.

“Every holiday season we are busy trying to show
the Marines a good time,” Scipio said. “We want to
show them they have a home away from home.”

For service members interested in volunteering in
the community, SMP provides a resoutce to become
informed about the opportunities available.

“Community involvement helps teach the Marines
social and leadership skills,” Scipio said. “We want
the Marines to know that this is their community.”

According to Brown, while SMP has been con-
tributing to the Marine Corps for two decades years
it still has a bright future ahead of it.

“I hope to see it continue to grow and give young
leaders the opportunity to take lead, take charge and
have a voice within our Marine Corps,” Brown said.
“Whatever level Marines want to take this program
to, we will continue to give them the tools and
resources to do so0.”
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informed Congress that
the president’s senior
advisors would recom-
mend that the presi-
dent veto current House
and Senate versions of

Marine Corps’ Top Shot

Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes for the best
photograph posted on the Corps’ Facebook page. This
week’s top shot comes from Cpl. Krista James.

the National Defense
Authorization Act.
“I’'ve  worked very

closely with the chairman
and the members of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff to
develop a budget that is
realistic and that looks out
into the future and says,
“This is how we’re going
to handle any possible
contingency,” Obama
said. “And we can’t do
that if we’ve got a budget
that shortchanges vital
operations and continues
to fund things that are
not necessary.”

The president said
Americans must remem-
ber that the U.S. econo-
my powers the best mili-
tary in history.

“We also have to
remind ourselves that | | =
the reason we have the e ' g
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best military in the world
is, first and foremost,
because we’ve got the best

See Budget pg. A5

Lance Cpl. Alex Rowan, a combat engineer with 4th Combat Engineer Battalion, 4th Marine Division,
stationed out of Bessemer, Ala., runs to take cover before the Anti-Personnel Obstacle Breaching System
detonates during the SAPPER Leaders Course aboard Camp Lejeune, N.C., June 26, 2015.
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5,000 people attend Base
Independence Day festival

An estimated 5,000 Marines, dependents and
residents of the surrounding communities gath-
ered at the parade field last week to enjoy July 4
celebrations sponsored by the Base.

The festivities began when members of
the 5th Field Artillery Group fired a 21-gun
salute from in front of the Headquarters
building at noon.

The celebration re-opened at eight p.m. with
a concert presented by the Marine Corps Base
Band. The ban presented a varied program of
musical arrangements, saluting such greats as
Neal Hefti, Henry Mancini, Paul Lavelle, John
Philip Sousa and George M. Cohan.

Also featured was the march “Esprit
De Corps” by BrigGen. Carl W. Hoffman,
Commanding General. CWO E. W. Elfes, Band
Officer, also presented his own arrangement
of “The Poet and the Peasant.” As  the
music faded, the sky was brightened with the

of the skyrocket variety, were exploded by Base
explosive ordinance personnel.

In addition to the estimated 5,000 spectators
on the parade field, it is believed hundreds of
other Marines and their guests watched the fire-
works show from the housing areas.

The Staff NCO Club and Officers’ Club had
special family day proceedings arranged for July
4, including clowns, balloons, swimming races
and movies.

The Provost Marshal’s office estimated 1,000
vehicles passed through the main gate to observe
the fireworks display and concert.

The Morongo Valley coffee stop served cof-
fee to more than 350 travelers Sunday evening,
July 6, and early Monday morning July 7

Manned by the members of the 2nd
LAAM Battalion, the “Coffee Stop”
was jointly sponsored by the Marine
Corps Base and the Hi-Desert Associated
Chambers of Commerce.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

ELLIOTT RAE NEWMAN
Born May 28, 2015
Born to Daniel and Cynthia Newman

JAHLISSA ROCHELLE ALMARAZ
Born June 1, 2015
Born to Ruben and Carissa Almaraz

NOLAN DANIEL HARRIS
Born June 3, 2015
Born to James and Jill Harris

LEONIDAS THEODORE HAMIL
Born June 5, 2015
Born to Joshua and Ashleigh Hamil

CORA BELLE MCGRURY
Born June 5, 2015
Born to Samuel McGrury and Regina Rushing

JOSHUA DAVID REDMON
Born June 8, 2015
Born to Caleb and Tabitha Redmon

COHEN DONALD KEAR
Born June 12, 2015
Born to Charles and Kristin Kear

JUSTICE ADAH JONES
Born June 12, 2015
Born to Jerome and Brittany Jones

SYLOR GIDEON BANTA
Born June 15, 2015
Born to lan and Elizabeth Banta

MARY-EVA MARTINEZ
Born June 17, 2015
Born to Christian and Julie Martinez

ERIN MARIE MALAKIE
Born June 25, 2015
Born to Conor and Aisling Malakie

MASON ROLAND ADAMS
Born June 26, 2015
Born to Tyler and Jessica Adams

ALEXA MARIE HARWOOD
Born June 28, 2015

Independence Day fireworks. The fireworks,
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Born to Russell and Arianna Harwood
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The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Depatrtment of Defense or the United States Matine Corps, under exclusive
written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents
of the Observation Post are not necessatily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States government, the DOD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of adver-
tising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement
by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use
ot patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office,
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-
5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

OFF-LIMITS

ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to

all military personnel.

In Oceanside:

- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

In San Diego:

- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.

- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.

- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:

- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.

- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following

locations.

In Twentynine Palms:

- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.

- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.

- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:

- Yucca Tobacco Matrt, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Matt, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:

- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.

- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Centet’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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Justus enjoys baking as a

WHAT I'VE LEARNED way to pass the time and

getting to know new people.

She first began baking in
I I O I I Da"as, TX. Field radio operator, Tactical Training Exetcise Control Group, 24 Apnl and gives away What
she bakes for others to enjoy.

JUSTUS

>I’'m a radio operator with Tactical >It’s a great way to get to know
Training Exercise Control Group and new people. Offering someone a cake
have been in the Marine Corps for or cookies can be a great icebreaker.
about three years. >It’s really awesome to be able
>| grew up in a nice neighbor- to bake for Marines who can’t go home
hood in North Central of Dallas, in  on holidays or their birthdays. I know
suburbia. Through work I ended up in  they really appreciate it and that means
a bad environment. alot.

>0ne of my reasons for joining >Just like most things, when
was to get away from a bad crowd. The learning how to bake you mess up a

Marine Corps provided me an oppor- lot. You won’t always make a recipe
tunity to start over. right the first time and small mistakes
>l have a little brother who can end up in disaster. It’s important
is 20-years-old living back home. you learn from your mistakes and
Growing up together, the challenges move on.

that we faced made us grow close. >t takes a lot of patience and
>He has considered joining the time to become good at the craft and
Air Force but is waiting until he finish-  can become frustrating at times. Don’t
es college. I feel like my decision to join ~ become discouraged when something
the military may have helped inspite doesn’t turn out right.

him to consider doing the same. >Seeing someone else bake
>My father was a Marine and was  something is a great way to learn. I've
a significant influence on my decision mostly taught myself through watching
to join. He was proud of his time in  Youtube videos and baking shows.

the Marine Corps and I wanted to have >As long as what | bake makes
that as well. somebody else happy, then I’'m happy.
>| enjoy baking; I picked it up as  That’s what is most important to me.
a hobby when I arrived here in April.  Seeing someone else enjoy what I've
What got me into it was the fact that made is a great feeling.

I wanted something I could do while I >Baking distracts me from
was hanging out in the barracks. things that are bothering me and
>Previously | was stationed at helps me to stay positive. When I'm
Marine Corps Base Camp Foster in feeling down, it helps me to keep my
Okinawa and moved to Marine Corps  mind off the thing that is troubling me.
Base Camp Pendleton for a month >One of the things I’'ve grown to
before I got transferred here. like about the Marine Corps the most
>| like to bake all sorts of cakes, is the family and sense of camaraderie.
cookies and brownies. Most of the time, >l enjoy being able to walk outside
I give what I bake away to [whomever]  the batracks and hang out with people.
wants it. More often than not it goes to  More often than not they accept you

the duty. pretty fast.

GOLF CLUB AT BLUE SKIES Y/
Yucca Valley, CA

Thelooks, the comfort

Oh, it’s an EcoBoost...

| 1 L
MllltaI‘y I didn’t realize that this Love Ford. and now EcoBoost, definitely
Escape would be so stylish Have only owned Fords a good.package to have..
and economy-friendly! since 1969! The F-150is my truck of choice,
- Jackelin _ Fred italways has been.

- Nick

Special

Active duty
Every Sunday

oy 525 caurs

12 or 18 holes
Valid every Sunday. Show military ID.

Calt o1

76‘0 W W I See what everybody’s talking about.

760.365.0033 . Yucca Valley
55100 Martinez Trail B T AL, @@l
Www.hawkslandinggo",com 57927 29 Palms Hwy. Yucca Valley

www.yuccavalleyford.com
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Combat Center celebrates July 4th with community

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. CONNOR HANCOCK
Marines from 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, watch the firework finale

during the Landers Independence Day Celebration in Landers, Calif., July 3,
2015.

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. CONNOR HANCOCK

Lance Cpl. Kendall Chambers, artillery cannoneer, 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine
Regiment, shows Celeste Kellison, 5, the sights on an M777 howitzer during the
Landers Independence Day Celebration in Landers, Calif., July 3, 2015.

U.S. Customs and
order Protection

YOUR FEDERAL CAREER
CONTINUES HERE.

Join U.S. Customs and Border Protection as a CBP Officer, and help us keep
terrorists and their weapons out of the United States. Positions available in
your area, andother northern and southern border ports of entry.

Applications accepted through July 19, 2015, or when 12,000 applications
are received. For more information and to apply now, go to USAjobs.gov,
key word “CBP Officer.”

Veterans preference. Credit for military service. VA benefits for approved
on-the-job training programs.

WE ARE AMERICA'S FRONTLINE

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Pvt. Christopher Nelson, field artillery cannoneer, sits in a Medium Tactical
Vehicle Replacement with Gracie Lynn Sandefur, 7, and Bentley Sandefur,
5, at the Community Center Park during the Yucca Valley Independence Day
Celebration, Saturday.

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Pfc. Cristian Acosta, motor transportation operator, 3rd battalion, 11th Marine
Regiment, helps Giovanni Mendez, 4, son of Kimberly Mendez, try on a Kevlar and
flak jacket at the Community Center Park during the Yucca Valley Independence
Day Celebration, Saturday.

‘Now'In Yucca Valley

July SPECIAL
15% OFF

all services for teachers

$500 OFF

all Tummy Tucks

A Special Salute
to Our Military

SAVE 15%

on Products
& Services.

Offer valid through July 31, 2015

[

Book your complimentary
consultation today.

LOMBARDO

COSMETIC SURGERY

760.610.8990

Promotional offers or discounts cannot be combined with others.

LombardoCosmeticSurgery.com ‘

HFDESERT

SIWATER

WDISTRICT

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Hi-Desert Water District, Yucca Valley, CA

Hi-Desert Water District seeks a Chief Financial Officer (CFO). A key management position,
reporting to the General Manager, the CFO is responsible for the financial functions of the
District, including directing, managing, and overseeing the daily activities of the finance
department staff, short and long-term financial management, banking and investment
management, grant management, project financing, auditing, payroll, accounts payable, and
special projects. The CFO conducts analyses, makes recommendations, represents the
District in front of official bodies and the general public, and explains accounting procedures
to the public, auditors, management staff, and Board of Directors, both orally and in writing.

The ideal candidate is an experienced finance professional, who possesses strong
accounting, customer service, leadership, communication, and technical skills. Knowledge of
the principles and practices of grant acquisition and administration is required. Experience
managing Information Technology services is a plus.

A Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Public Administration, or related field, and a minimum of
five years’ experience in accounting and fiscal management at the supervisory level is
required. A Master’s degree and/or CPA certification are desirable.

Application and job description are available at www.hdwd.com. Candidates can mail, fax,
hand-deliver, or email a completed District application, resume, and cover letter with salary
history to: HR Dept., Hi-Desert Water District, 55-439 29 Palms Highway, Yucca Valley, CA
92284-2503. Fax: (760) 418-2248 Email: hr@hdwd.com. Application deadline is July 27,
2015. EOE.
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Pfc. Megan Ripley, motor transport operator, Marine Wing Support Squadron
374, helps Melany Calhill, 7, niece of Starr Vassion, native of Twentynine Palms,
Calif., as she dismounts from a Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement during the

Twentynine Palms Independence Day celebration at Luckie Park, Saturday.

Combat Center patrons and Twentynine Palms community members observe Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 enjoy the fireworks presenta-
the music synchronized fireworks presentation during the Twentynine Palms tion atop a Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement during the Twentynine Palms
Independence Day celebration at Luckie Park, Saturday.

Celebrate from pg. A

providing static displays of vehicles
provided by Marine Wing Support
Squadron374and 1st Tank Battalion.
The units displayed two Medium
Tactical Vehicle Replacements and
two High Mobility Multipurpose
Wheeled Vehicles.

“My favorite part is introduc-
ing people to the equipment and
showing them what we do,” said
Pfc. Megan Ripley, motor trans-
portation operator, Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374. “I like the
kids here, they’re full of energy
and it is refreshing to interact
with the community and not be
in the field.”

Following the playing of the
national anthem and the presen-
tation of colors by the Combat

Center Color Guard, Sgt. Maj. Karl
Villalino, Combat Center Sergeant
Major, took a moment to thank the
City of Twentynine Palms for host-
ing the event.

“These events give us the
opportunity to showcase our
professionalism, reach out to the
community, and let them know
we are here for them,” said Lance
Cpl. Jamar Hodge, administrative
specialist, Combat Center Color
Guard. “I'm definitely thankful
to be out here and being able to
interact with the community.”

The Combat Center also provid-
ed static displays and color guard
presentations during the Landers
Independence Day Celebration July 3
and the Yucca Valley Independence

Independence Day celebration at Luckie Park, Saturday.

Day Celebration, July 4. The
Twentynine Palms celebration is
known in the Morongo Basin area
for having the largest fireworks pre-
sentation in the area.

“We like to be able to do our
own fireworks show because we can
shoot off a lot larger shells, up to
twice the size of the other shows,”
Councell said. “We want the public
and everyone to be able to come out
and enjoy them.”

The night came to end as the
last of the dazzling fireworks were
set off in a brilliant finale. With
this the Morongo Basin communi-
ties celebrated Independence Day
in the same patriotic fashion as
America’s founding fathers 239
years ago.

Budget from pg. ..

troops in history,” Obama said. “But it’s also
because we’ve got a strong economy, and we’ve got
a well-educated population.

“And we’ve got an incredible research opera-
tion and universities that allow us to create new
products that then can be translated into our
military superiority around the world,” Obama
continued. “[If] we shortchange those, we’re
going to be less secure.”

The bottom line, the president said, is that
Americans must think long-term and recognize
that a strong economy is an integral part of
national security.

“America must continue to make the invest-
ments that we need in things like education and
research that are going to be vital for us to be suc-
cessful long-term,” Obama said.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
(760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel <
Ch‘{l‘{‘ch of Go%l o

Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

THIS WEEK'S SPOTLIGHT CHURCH

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
73493 29 Palms Hovy, Tientynine Palms

Pastor Titus R, Burns
Sunday Service 10:00 AM )
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

“Then Peter sad unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name ofJesus Cheist fo the remision of
sins,and e shll rceive the i ofthe Holy Ghost” A 238

This space available.
Call your advertising representative
today to place your services.

365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

We will be happy to help you set up
your ad so you can let the community
know when your services are held.

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care
29 Palms ¢ 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church

VT,

AN Sunday Service

ggg %ﬁ% 10:30 am

B Q¢ Wed. Bible Study
‘}\‘”74 6 pm

6450 Star Dune Ave, 29 Palms
760- 367-9269
www.ipoputheran.org

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms

Pastor Titus R. Burns

Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38

The United Methodist Church
Yucca Valley, CA

57273 Onaga Trail
(corner of Joshua Lane & Onaga Trail)

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM

Children’s Sunday School: 9:30 AM
Thursday Bible Study 10:00 AM

Pastor John Runckel
Office: 760-365-3671

St. Martin-In-The-Fields

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sday School & Eucharist ~ 10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation ~ 9:00 am

Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am
Vicar, Peggy Ventris
“Celebrating God's love for all God's Children”

72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC)

www.stmartinschurch29.org (760) 367-7133

“find hope in Jesus”

firstsouthern

Baptist Church of Yucca Valley

Sun. 9:15 AM Life Groups
Sun. 10:30 AM Worship
\Wed. 6:00 PM Bible Study

56374 Onaga Trail in Yucca Valley
(760) 365-5771 www.fsbcyv.org

Yucca Valley Center for
Spiritual Living ;%
Healing Lives & Building Dreams
Reverend Ron Scott
Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
760-365-2205

yvcsl.org

Spread the Word!
« >

Promote your services in our

JOIN US IN WORSHIP SECTION
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

For more information
and to place your ad

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

Call

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail

TOUGH MINDED
OPTIMISM

by Lou Gerhardt

Steve Kanold has shared these reflections at my request.
Read and enjoy.

“To celebrate my 64th birthday last month, I traveled to
the Holy Land to be baptized in the Jordan River. Jesus said
to enter the Kingdom of God, one must “be born of water”
(John 3:5), and-- having never been baptized--I figured if
not now, when?

Knowing little about the ritual, I phoned Reverend Lou
Gerhardt, who has performed baptisms for over six decades,
and asked if I should focus on my past discretions while
being dunked, thereby drowning my sins (or at least sending
them downstream).

“Heck no!” the good pastor retorted. “Go with a clear
mind, embrace the setting and just appreciate the moment.”

Good advice, I thought two weeks later, wading into the
sacred river lined with Galilee pine trees. Dr. Lou was right-
-at this blessed place, nothing but joy could happen. My
bliss was interrupted when suddenly I sensed nibbling at my
toes. Carp were swimming between my feet! Other
pilgrims felt them, too, as there was much fidgeting as the
line made its way toward the minister who--waist high in
water--seemed oblivious to the fish. By the time it was my
turn, I was ready to leap into his outstretched arms. Like
others who had gone before me, I pinched my nostrils and
leaned back on cue, momentarily disappearing under the
cool current. When it was over, I was relieved to step back
onto dry soil. Annoyed that the ceremony had been
upstaged, I nevertheless felt liberated and reborn. For the
first time ever, I sensed that I had a shot of being admitted
into heaven.”

This column sponsored by:

Betty “Sam” Szymanski

760-367-4627
800-995-1620
res19mxc@verizon.net

Dr. Lou can be reached at
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Marines splash

PHOTOS BY CPL. RYAN C. MAINS

into Pacific in ARVs

i

Marines in AAV-P7/A1 Amphibious Assault Vehicles return to the USS Ashland
(LSD 48) during splash and recovery training July 2.The Marines with Echo
Company, Battalion Landing Team 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 31st Marine

A Marine uses hand signals to communicate with other AAV-P7/A1 Amphibious
Assault Vehicles during splash and recovery training after launching from the USS
Ashland (LSD 48) July 2. The Marines with Echo Company, Battalion Landing
Team 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, went through
several different maneuvers during the training.

A Marine operates an
AAV-P7/A1 Amphibious
Assault Vehicle during
splash and recovery train-
ing after launching from
the USS Ashland (LSD 48)
July 2, 2015. The Marines
with  Echo Company,
Battalion Landing Team
2nd Battalion, 5th Marines,
31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit, went through sev-
eral different maneuvers
during the training.

Expeditionary Unit, went through several different maneuvers during the training.
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Livingomart Homes Sundance

FROM
THE LOW
$300s

Final

homes
now

selling.

www.hidesertstar.com

AT THIS PRICE, you don’t expect spacious kitchens, huge master walk-in closets and three-car
garages. Or a fantastic community with parks and walking trails. But these final homes offer all that
and more. Low HOA fees, energy-saving features and smart design. The last homes are now selling,

so connect with our New Home Specialists today. Expect to get more, for less.

TO LEARN MORE, CALL OUR NEW HOME SPECIALIST AT 951.291.0019 OR VISIT PARDEEHOMES.COM

LIVINGSMART HOMES
SUNDANCE

low $300,000s

3 to 7 bedrooms

2 to 4 baths

1,900 to 3,099 sf (approx.)

SUNDANCE

Where smart solutions live.

-/ p PardeeHomes'

QELIVING

BE SMART g 118 Mube

All square footage is approximate; pricing subject to change. Landscaping, trees and shrubs not included in the purchase price. Information is accurate as of the
date of the publication. Models do not reflect racial preference. CA Contractor’s Licence #251810.
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while handling weapons safely.

Cpl. Joseph Alvarez, aircraft rescue and firefight- S e
ing, Marine Wing Support Squadron 372, Camp =~ - .
Pendleton, runs through the course of fire during Ry
the Western Regional Combat Match at the S
Combat Center Rifle Range, July 1. The courses :
created challenged the Marines to think quickly

MH——lI—-‘J ljun’ 9;.—.
I Combat, Match,

___llng
Match

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
LANCE CPL. THOMAS MUDD

The Combat Center hosted the annual
Western Regional Combat Match at the
Rifle Range June 29 through July 2.

The competition, ran by the Matine
Corps Combat Shooting Team along
with the Combat Center Marksmanship
Training Unit, is meant to refine the
combat marksmanship skills of the par-
ticipants with three different weapon
systems. The weapons used during the
competition were the Benelli M1014
shotgun, the M9 pistol and the M16 or
M4 service rifles.

“The Combat Match, also called a

Three-gun Match, challenges its par-
ticipants by having them think while
shooting through different scenarios,”

said Sgt. James Marker, instructor, MTU.

“The course of fire depends on the imag-
ination of the people conducting the
course, SO no two courses are the same.
During the course of fire certain tar-
gets are designated for certain weapons,
making the participant think before they
engage a target.”

One hundred eight Marines from
seven units participated in the compe-
tition. The units represented included:
Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training
Center, Marine Corps Recruit Depot San
Diego, Marine Wing Support Squadron
372, Combat Logistics Battalion 7, the
Combat Center MTU, Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374 and 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion.

“This particular match was open to
any Marine west of the Mississippi River,”

said Capt. Jared Dalton, officer in charge,
Marine Corps Combat Shooting Team.
“The main purpose behind this match is
to better prepate the Marines.”

The match is a tool used to create
Marines who have a better understanding
of each weapons system.

“The traditional ‘table one’ bulls-
eye marksmanship is the fundamental
base for all marksmanship,” Dalton
said. “Combat matches give Marines
the opportunity to use skills that are not
found in the traditional marksmanship
courses. The Marine has to multitask to
reload their weapon, walk, engage tar-
gets, know which targets to engage and
when to engage them.”

The match spanned four days allowing
for two days of practice and two days to
run the courses of fire for score.

“The point of having different courses
of fire every day is to keep the Marines
prepared for anything,” said Marker. “The
Marines did not know what the course of
fire for the range they are on until they get
there. This keeps the Marines on their toes
and keeps them thinking.”

These matches give the Marines an
opportunity to train in a more realistic
way and challenge themselves to become
better combat marksman.

“The Marines enjoy being able to shoot
while moving and improving themselves,”
Marker said. “The Marines don’t have the
opportunity to participate in these types
of matches as often. Having to deal with
walls and windows while ensuring that
they only hit the targets they are supposed
to is a challenge that, I think, makes these
courses of fire more realistic.”

Cpl. Eric Rueseler, marksmanship trainer, Weapons
and Training Battalion, Camp Pendleton, practices fir-

ing on the move during the Western Regional Combat
Match at the Combat Center Rifle Range, June 30.
The match consisted of two days of practice and two
days of recorded matches.

Lance Cpl. Brandon Reasoner, semi-refueler operator, Marine Wing Support Squadron 372, Camp Pendleton,
practices with the M9 pistol during the Western Regional Combat Match at the Combat Center Rifle Range,
June 30. Each course of fire was unique and changed each day to continuously challenge the participating
Marines.

Cpl. Eric Rueseler, marksmanship trainer, Weapons
and Training Battalion, Camp Pendleton, fires a
Benelli M1014 shotgun during the Western Regional
Combat Match at the Combat Center Rifle Range,
July 2. The courses of fire gave the Marines the
opportunity to use multiple skills during the match.

Lance Cpl. Brandon Reasoner, semi-refueler operator, Marine Wing Support Squadron 372, Camp Pendleton,
fires an M16 service rifle during the Western Regional Combat Match at the Combat Center Rifle Range, June
30. The weapons used during the competition included the Benelli M1014 shotgun, the M9 pistol, and the
M16 or M4 service rifles.
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Combat Center Events

Come visit Sandy Hill Lanes Bowling Center. With
well-maintained lanes, large screen televisions, and a
digital jukebox, it’s a great facility for indoor recreational
fun and relaxation. Tournaments are offered regularly and
cosmic bowling runs every Friday and Saturday evening.
For more information, contact 760-830-6422.

Visit the Sand Trap Grill at the Desert Winds Golf Course,
The Girill brings back old favorites like the charbroiled ham-
burger, salads, hot dogs and breakfast. Their expansive
seating accommodates large groups of people. For more
information, contact the golf course at 760-830-6132.

For free golf lessons, visit the Desert Winds Golf Course.
Golf school for adults will be offered every Tuesday at 9
a.m. and course for ladies will be offered every Wednesday
at 9 a.m. Range balls and green fee is included in the
course. For more information, contact 760-830-3011.

To keep your mind active this summer check out the
Combat Center Library’s Summer Reading Program. The
six week program runs from June 22 to August 3 and
is open to all hands. The event will conclude with prize
drawings to those who have completed all five reading lev-
els. Visit the library for the complete Read to the Rhythm
Guidelines and schedule of events. For more information,
contact 760-830-6875.

Sign up for tackle football to compete for the number
one team aboard the Combat Center. Registration will be
open until July 31 with the season lasting from September
1 to November 2. All entry forms must be approved by the
unit commanding officer and leagues will be limited to the
first six teams that register. For more information, contact
760-830-4092.

sunset Cinema

Friday, July 10

6:00 p.m. — Jurassic World
(3-D), PG-13

9:00 p.m. — Entourage, R
Saturday, July 11

12:30 p.m. — Jurassic
World, PG-13

3:30 p.m. — Aloha, PG-13
6:00 p.m. — San Andreas,
PG-13

8:30 p.m. — Insidious
Chapter 3, PG-13
Sunday, July 12

12:30 p.m. — San Andreas
(3-D), PG-13

3:00 p.m. — Jurassic World
(3-D), PG-13

6:00 p.m. — Spy, R

8:30 p.m. — Insidious
Chapter 3, PG-13

ﬂl’* R SHELLY'S LOUNGE
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TOMORROWS
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Monday, July 13

7:00 p.m. — Entourage, R
Tuesday, July 14

7:00 p.m. — Jurassic World
(3-D), PG-13
Wednesday, July 15

5:00 p.m. — San Andreas,
PG-13

7:30 p.m. — Spy, R
Thursday, July 16

5:00 p.m. — Tomorrowland,

PG
8:00 p.m. — Poltergeist
2015, PG-13

Friday, July 17

6:00 p.m. — Inside Out
(3-D), PG

8:00 p.m. — Dope, R

Liberty Call

Bulldmg a Badder Dinosaur

‘Jurassic World’ takes a big new bite out of the classic franchise

“Jurassic World”
Starring Chris Pratt,
Bryce Dallas Howard
and Vincent D’Onofiio
Directed by Colin
Trevarrow

Rated PG-13

NEIL POND

The ingredients to a
new dinosaur movie are
a lot the ones for a new
dinosaur: Bigger, louder
and more teeth.

It’s been 22 years since
director Steven Spielberg’s
Jurassic Park, which broke
new ground in comput-

er-generated special effects
and left audiences gasping
for air with its romping,
stomping tale of bio-engi-
neered prehistoric creatures
running amok. But after
two sequels, the Jurassic
franchise lost much of its
roar—and its box-office
bite. Audiences were no
longer gaga for lifelike, big-
screen dinosauts.

In Jurassic Wortld, the
owners and operators of
a sprawling new “living
dinosaur” theme park,
re-established after the
downfall of the original
facility, are faced with the
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LAWLER vs MacDONALD

INTERIM FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP
WORLD WELTERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP

SATURDAY, JULY 11™ | 7pm

WATCH IT LIVE HERE
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Creedence |
Clearwater Revival

FREE TRIBUTE CONCERT

ROCKIN® STARTS AT 8pm

WEDNESDAYS

6pm-CLOSE
50% OFF

fl ALL WELL DRINKS

LADIES
NIGHT

+KARAOKE+

[1°S ALL RIGHT HERE!

www. TortoiseRockCasino.com

73829 Baseline Road, Twentynine Palms CA 92277

TORTOISE ROCK
CASINO

Management reserves the right to alter or cancel a promotion at any time.
Some restrictions may apply. See Club 29 for details. Must be 18+ to enter casino.
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same problem. “No one’s
impressed by a dinosaur
anymore,” says Claire
(Bryce Dallas Howatrd), the
corporate operations man-
ager. Visitors are still com-
ing—up to 20,000 a day—
but teenagers barely look
up from their smartphones
at a stegosaurus, investors
are clamoring for greater
return on their dollars, and
sponsors want something
with more wow and pow.

What to do? Create a big-
ger, badder dinosaur. Meet
Indominus Rex, cooked up
in Jurassic World’s lab from
a monstrous mixture of
dino-DNA super-traits. It’s
nastier, angrier and more
nightmare-inducing than
any other creature, even the
park’s venerable T. Rex.

What could possibly
go wrong?

Steven Spielberg is
executive producer this
time around, but new-
comer director Colin
Trevarrow loads his film
with clever and nostalgic
throwbacks to him and
his craft, from specific
camera shots to an orig-
inal Jurassic Park t-shirt
(one character’s EBay
find) and a holographic

LOCAL
MARKETING
OPPORTUNITIES!

Call us to
promote your
business
Today!

(760) 365-3315

(760) 367-3577

depiction of a dinosaur
that had a memorable
small role back in 1993.
When several characters
come across a decrepit
building that was once
part of the old park, it
looks like they’re stroll-
ing through the fran-
chise’s long-abandoned
prop room.

As Owen, a dinosaur
trainer working with a
group of wily, dangerous
raptors, Chris Pratt is quick
with a quip—even when
faced with serious, life-and-
death situations. Vincent
D’Onofrio plays a contrac-
tor who wants to use the
raptors for military pur-
poses. “These guysll run
straight into the enemy’s
teeth and eat them, belt
buckle and all,” he says.

To further stir the per-
fect storm, two young
brothers (Ty Simpkins and
Nick Robinson) are visiting
the park, sent by their par-
ents for a weekend-adven-
ture getaway. Guess who
gets way more adventure
than they ever dreamed?

The movie’s under-
lying theme of modern
man’s hubristic drive to
control—and commer-
cialize—nature’s ancient,
primal power never gets
in the way of its full-throt-
tle fun and its cavalcade
of chills, thrills, stupen-
dous state-of-the-art spe-
cial effects and even out-
right grins and giddy gig-
gles. Jurassic World isn’t
quite the revelation that
its granddaddy was, some
two decades ago. But for
pure summer popcorn
wow-and-pow dollars, you
certainly won’t find much
anything bigger, louder or
with more teeth.

1x4
Cineplex
20024
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Bulgarlan Army Col. lavor Mateev and U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Michael R.

Five NATO nations kick off Platinum Lion

McNicoll talk following the opening ceremony of Platinum Lion 15-3, Monday. The A Romanian soldier holds his nation’s colors next to color bearers from NATO
two-week training exercise is designed to strengthen the partnerships between partners during the opening ceremony of Platinum Lion 15-3, Monday. The two-
the NATO nations and share knowledge to help improve their military skill sets.  week training exercise is designed to strengthen the partnerships between the

STORY BY STAFF SGT. WAYNE EMNISTON

NOVO SELO TRAINING AREA, Bulgaria - Marines
with Black Sea Rotational Force and service members
from Bulgaria, Romania, the United Kingdom and Albania
kicked- off Exercise Platinum Lion 15-3, Monday.

The two-week training exercise is designed to strength-
en the partnerships between the NATO nations and share
knowledge to help improve their military skill sets.

“Platinum Lion is designed to promote regional coop-
eration and foster interoperability between our nations
in order to combat security threats,” said U.S. Marine
Capt. Michael R. McNicoll, commanding officer of Golf
Company, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment with
BSRF. “We will do this through realistic training where
we can share our ideas, thoughts, techniques, tactics and
procedures.”

The exercise consists of classroom training, multiple
live-fire events, military police training, maneuver training
and one culminating event. The culminating event will
consist of a three-day live-fire platoon attack exercise that
is designed to provide a challenging and realistic training
scenatio.

McNicoll was optimistic on what the training will
provide for not only the Marines but for all the NATO
nations involved in the training.

“I believe we have a lot to learn from each other,”
McNicoll explained. “I look forward to seeing how we
progress throughout this exercise together.”

Bulgarian Army Col. Iavor Mateev, Head of the Joint
Military Facilities Department at the Bulgarian Defense
Ministry, was in attendance at the opening ceremony.

Mateev offered words of encouragement and explained
that similar exercises in the past have a track record of
success, serving to advance the mission of NATO.

“Platinum Lion became one of the greatest examples
in Burope for the real implementation of connected forc-
es and NATO smart defense initiatives,” said Mateev.

Mateev was truly proud of the joint training facility at
Novo Selo and believed it to be a wotld class military site
for the conduct of the exercise.

It is more important that our great nations work
together as part of NATO and build these partnerships,
he said.

“I wish everyone success, and that each of you meet
the goals you came here to accomplish,” said Mateev.
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NATO nations and share knowledge to help improve their military skill sets.

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt.
Christopher E. Propst
observes non-lethal
weapons training with
military policemen from
the Albanian Land Force
as part of Exercise
Platinum Lion 15-3
Monday. Marines from
the Law Enforcement
Detachment, 2nd
Battalion, 8th Marine
Regiment and the mil-
itary policemen from
Albania participated in
joint non-lethal weap-
ons training as part of
an extended syllabus
that will go throughout
the exercise.
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Find the fake ad
&/ =, %ﬁfg@/
LEwnter to win/

One of our classifieds ads is FAKE!
Find the fake ad & be entered into a
drawing to win a PRIZE!

_— » The “fake ad” will run weekly in the
Hi Desert Star, Desert Trail &

received by 5 p.m the following
Monday. Winners will be notified
each Tuesday.

To enter our contest:
Bring the “Fake Ad” into our office,
give us a call or mail us your entry.

For more info, call our office at
760-365-3315 or 760-367-3577.

Limit 1 winner per household per month. Winners must be 18 years or older.

Congratulations to last weeks winner:
Leah Parker

CONTEST SPONSORED BY:

Come Check Out Our
w Digital Projectors
& Our Real D, 3D Movies!
Cinema 6 v
(760) 365-9633

56401 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, Ca
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flickr

Hey Combat Center fans -
Spread the word!

" “AN c I N G The Combat Center has its

AVAILABLE ON ALL USED CARS own Flickr photo and video

ON APPROVED CREDIT streams. Find them at http://
www.flickr.com/

thecombatcenter.

You{ [

i s ssos 9,995 Hey CombatCenter fans - Spead
2009 TOYOTA CAMRY LE the word!
b7 ‘QI.; P The Combat Center has s own
% —2 YouTube channel. Find it at

hitp:/fwww. youtube. comfuser/
Combat CenterPAO.
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2013 CHEVROLET IMPAI.A ) 2008 BMW 328i SEDAN 201 OYOTA PRIUS C ONE 2014 KIA FORTE LX 2013 NISSAN SENTRA FE+ §

%stmtian Only!
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faceboo

Visit the official
3 MCAGCC facehook page at
13, 995 hittp:/fwww.facebook.com/
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Help A Child!

Be a Foster Parent

Foster Parents receive:
+ Comprehensive,
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o 24/7 Professional Support
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By = !gf - children, foster parenting at
g D Boys Town can be the career
of a lfetime.
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 Volkswagen 76 07 70.1100

67909 E Palm Canyon Drive * Cathedral City CA 92234

*All advertised prices plus government taxes, documentation fees, any finance charges, and emission testing charge. Financing on approval of credit. Advertised offer expires date of publication.
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