
Follow Me
2nd Marine Division Leads the way at LSE

BY SGT. RYAN YOUNG
Over 5000 service mem-

bers, four allied nations and 
months of planning are 
just a few of the pieces that 
come together to create 
Large Scale Exercise-17.

From July 24 to August 
22, Marines from across 
II Marine Expeditionary 
Force partnered with 
forces from Canada, the 
United Kingdom and 
France to conduct LSE-
17 in Twentynine Palms, 
California.

LSE-17 is a multina-
tional exercise, led by 
2nd Marine Division, 
with elements from the 

United Kingdom, France, 
Canada and II Marine 
Expeditionary Force, 
focused on integrating all 
capabilities of the Marine 
Air Ground Task Force 
and coalition forces.

“This is one of the only 
venues we have to conduct 
these major operations 
that will prepare us for 
combat operations against 
near-peer or peer enemy,” 
said Maj. Jody Cooley, 2nd 
Marine Division Future 
Operations Officer for 
LSE-17.

This is the first year a 
Marine Division has con-
ducted the exercise as the 

command element. 
“II Marine Expeditionary 

Force tasked 2nd Marine 
Division with validating 
whether a Marine Division 
can become a MAGTF 
Command Element, and 
that’s really what we’re out 
here to do,” said Cooley. “It 
really gives us an opportuni-
ty to demonstrate our capa-
bility, not only to command 
and control subordinate 
units but to integrate with 
coalition forces.”

Coalition forces 
from the 5th Canadian 
Mechanized Brigade, 3 
Commando Brigade from 
the United Kingdom 

and 6th Light Armoured 
Brigade from France all 
traveled to California to 
conduct the exercise.

“That’s how we fight: 
one of the strongest aspects 
of the Marine Corps is our 
coalition. The fact that we 
can build coalitions, we can 
bring them together and 
operate next to each other 
from the operational level 
all the way to the tactical 
level, is a major deterrent 
to any of America’s adver-
saries,” said Cooley.

While 2nd Marine 
Division acts as the 
Command Element of 
the MAGTF, the other 

elements of the task 
force (Aviation Combat 
Element, Ground Combat 
Element and Logistics 
Combat Element) are con-
ducting combat training 
operations and reporting 
up to the Division.

“The training scenario 
of LSE-17 extends from 
Maj. Gen. Love, our com-
manding general, all the 
way down to the young-
est Marine in our Division. 
Every single Marine is 

tested through the chal-
lenges of the exercise, 
every Marine is going to 
become more professional 
and proficient,” said Maj. 
Francisco Zavala, the 2nd 
Marine Division Future 
Operations Planner. “LSE-
17 helps solidify 2nd 
Marine Division’s status 
as a premier warfighting 
division in its readiness to 
answer our nations call at 
any time, in any clime and 
place.”
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LANCE CPL. TAYLOR COOPER

A Marine fills up the gas tank on an amphibious assault vehicle before a battalion-wide attack during Large Scale 
Exercise-17 at Twentynine Palms, Calif., Aug. 15-18, 2017. LSE-17 is a multinational exercise, led by 2nd Marine 
Division, with elements from the United Kingdom, France, Canada and II Marine Expeditionary Force, focused on 
integrating all capabilities of the Marine Air-Ground Task Force and coalition forces.

LANCE CPL. TAYLOR COOPER

Marines fire a tube-launched, optically tracked, wire-guid-
ed missile at simulated hostile vehicle positions during 
Large scale Exercise-17 at Twentynine Palms, Calif., 
Aug. 15-18, 2017.

LANCE CPL. HOLLY PERNELL

Maj. Gen. John K. Love, left, 2nd Marine Division Com-
manding General, shakes hands with Col. Matt Jackson, 
3 Commando Brigade Deputy Brigade Commander, 
during Large Scale Exercise-17 in Twentynine Palms, 
Calif., Aug. 15, 2017.

Marine Corps’ Top Shot
Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes  
for the best photograph posted on the Corps’  

Facebook page. This week’s top shot comes from  
Staff Sgt. Ralph T. Pfeil IV.

]

Mortars Platoon, Golf Battery, Battalion Landing Team, 3rd Battalion, 5th Ma-
rines, fired several hundred shells during Talisman Saber 17, refining their day 
and night targeting capabilities as part of a Combined Joint Live Fire Exercise 
with U.S. and Australian Defence Forces. In these photos, 120 mm gun crews 
complete a night fire mission on Townshend Island, Shoalwater Bay Training 
Area, Queensland, Australia, July 16, 2017. Talisman Saber is a biennial exer-
cise designed to improve the interoperability between Australian and U.S. forces.

[
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MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance 
prohibits service members from patronizing 
the following locations. This order applies to 
all military personnel. 

Off Limit Establishments as of Oct 25, 2016
• Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Road, 
Twentynine Palms
• STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Road, 
Twentynine Palms
• Puff’s Tobacco,  57063 29 Palms Highway, 
Yucca Valley
• Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms 
Highway, Yucca Valley
• NYPD Pizza, 260-262 North Palm Canyon 
Drive, Palm Springs
• Sam’s Smoke Shop, 16520 West Main Street, 
Barstow
• Teazer’s Bar & Grill Nightclub, 14269 
Seventh Street, Victorville
• Angelo’s Kars, 222 & 226 S. Coast 

Highway, Oceanside
• Denny’s Parking Lot, 692 E Street, Chula 
Vista
• Burger King & McDonald’s, 28th Street 
(parking lots), San Diego
• Club Mustang, 2200 University Avenue, San 
Diego
• Club San Diego, 3955 4th Avenue, San 
Diego
• Get It On Shoppe, San Diego
• Main Street Motel, 3494 Main Street, San 
Diego
• Trolley Stations, Palomar Street & San 
Ysidro, San Diego
• Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar Street, San 
Diego
• Dream Crystal,  1536 Highland Avenue, 
National City
• Sports Auto Sales, 1111 National City 
Boulevard, National City

Commanding General - Maj. Gen. William F. Mullen III
Installation Sgt. Maj. -  Sgt. Maj. Michael Hendges
Public Affairs Officer - 1st Lt. Karen Holliday
Deputy Public Affairs Officer - Ms. Lauren Kurkimilis
Public Affairs Chief - Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo  
Press Chief - Lance Cpl. Isaac Cantrell

 Correspondents - Cpl. Dave Flores
                 Lance Cpl. Christian Lopez
                 Lance Cpl. Natalia Cuevas
   Pfc. Margaret Gale

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive 
written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents 
of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United 
States government, the DOD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of adver-
tising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement 
by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised. 
Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, 
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated 
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, 
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-
5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

Reserves Mobilize, Smash Desert Enemy
Reserve Leathernecks 

from seven states drove 
“enemy forces” from the 

Mojave Desert this week after 
battling heat, sand, driving 
wind and the “Steel Rats” from 
Gary, Indiana. 

Sears Field and other strate-
gic sites held by enemy forces 
are in safe hands again. The 
enemy had occupied the area 
last week, after driving inland 
from a surprise landing on the 
Southern California Coast.

Thirteen Marine Reserve 
units, here for summer train-
ing, were immediately mobi-
lized into a battalion landing 
team to drive the aggressors 
from the desert.

Even as the Leathernecks 
were moving to their jump-
off point at Surprise Springs 
Sunday evening, aerial recon-
naissance reported enemy 
troops digging in at strategic 
points guarding the route to 

the fallen Sears Field.
All known enemy positions 

were hit by mortar and artillery 
fire later that night. Probing 
armor patrols were sent out in 
the pre-dawn hours Monday to 
feel out the enemy positions. 
Night-landing “Pathfinders” 
from the nearby 1st Marine 
Division at Camp Pendleton 
parachuted into the initial 
attack area early Monday morn-
ing to observe enemy activity 
and establish landing zones for 
the Reservists.

Then, at 5 a.m., the first ele-
ment of the mobilized Reserves 
moved on the enemy. With 
supporting air and artillery 
units virtually firing over their 
shoulders, they hit the enemy’s 
advanced guard and occupied 
key positions in the route to 
“Sears Field.”

Supported by attacking 
forces from a helicopter assault 
team, they had seized a second 

objective by early afternoon, 
Monday. They quickly consol-
idated, set up defensive posi-
tions and prepared for the next 
phase. Enemy air was brought 
into play during the battle, pin-
ning down Reserve forces and 
letting the elusive aggressors 
fall back to secondary fortifica-
tions.

The battle waged all day 
Tuesday and far into the night. 
Air strikes and artillery bar-
rages were thrown at enemy 
fortifications. “Pathfinders” 
parachuted into the battle area 
to prepare landing zones for 
the Reservists. Every element 
available to the Reserves, with 
some supporting facilities from 
the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing 
and 1st Marine Division, were 
thrown into the battle. 

By this morning, “Sears 
Field” -the final objective- was 
nearly in sight. The Reserve 
Leathernecks, feeling victory 

close at hand, eagerly awaited 
the sunrise. They were ready to 
launch their final attack. In the 
pre-dawn hours, mortar and 
artillery was thrown at the field 
and nearby enemy positions. 
A task force and helicopter 
assault force launched an attack 
on defenses around Sears Field 
as the artillery and mortar fire 
was lifted. The Reservists hit 
the positions from the flanks, 
catching the enemy in a smash-
ing pincer movement. Air 
strikes were launched against 
the airstrip, and heavy artillery 
fire continued. Early this morn-
ing, the final assault on Sears 
Field was started.  Units swung 
to the north; others advanced 
from the south, sweeping 
through enemy fortifications 
below the field. Other Reservist 
forces swept in from the south-
west, hitting the right flank. 
As the Reservists neared their 
primary objective, a simulated 

atomic attack neutralized the 
airstrip. Sears Field was secured

It wasn’t an easy victo-
ry, however. Rugged desert 
terrain, searing heat and 
harassing sand fought against 
the Reservists. Rocky, moun-
tainous topography provided 
natural cover for the enemy. 
Aggressor positions burrowed 
into the desert were practically 
impregnable. Simulated causal-
ities were high, and harassing 
enemy ground and air fire 
made helicopter evacuation 
hazardous. But the Marine 
Reservists were successful 
on the battlefield. The desert 
terrain was strange to most of 
them; the desert heat was a 
new and oppressive element. 
But they quickly reconciled 
themselves to strange sur-
roundings.  Following the 
tradition set by Marines before 
them, they carried the battle to 
the enemy and found success.

Across
1. Bathroom item
6. Down Under
15. High water-proof boot
16. Entwining
17. Arab leader
18. Sugar substitute
19. Ballpoint, e.g.
20. Hard to miss
22. Victorian, for one
23. Gait between walk and 
canter
25. Fly, e.g.
26. Fluff
28. Black igneous rock
30. Put in
32. Nitrogen compound
33. At liberty
34. Foot
38. Smarter, cleverer
40. One who distributes 

charity
42. “Trick” joint
43. Number one
45. Agreeing (with)
46. Riot
48. Russian writer
49. ___ bean
51. Pinocchio, at times
53. Supergarb
54. Matterhorn, e.g.
55. Sent unwanted emails
58. Back muscle, familiarly
59. Psychomotor distur-
bance
61. Circa
63. Set of things to help 
form a conclusion
64. Spoil, with “up”
65. Cousin of the flute (plu-
ral)
66. Alleviated

Down
1. Rearward angled
2. One who takes photos
3. Component of nucleic 
acids
4. “Malcolm X” director
5. Blows it
6. Bridal path
7. Of less wisdom
8. Confectionary or candy
9. Freshman, probably
10. Faze
11. “___ Maria”
12. Flax fabric
13. Dead to the world
14. City on the Yamuna 
River
21. Appropriate
24. Building where hides are 
tanned
27. Inane

29. “Fantasy Island” prop
31. ___ canto
33. Independent worker
35. Inconsistent, irregular
36. Cessation of menstru-
ation
37. Promoted military rank
39. “Chicago” lyricist
41. More, in Madrid
44. Like a snail, but worse
47. Break time
48. “___ we having fun yet?”
49. Drudge
50. Kind of nerve
52. Accumulate
54. Maple genus
56. Duck’s home
57. Broad valley
60. “Much ___ About 
Nothing”
62. ___ constrictor

Last week’s answers



>I grew up in San Pedro 
Sula, Honduras. There 
were a lot of gangs in my 
neighborhood so there were 
always shootings at two or 
three in the morning close to 
my house.

>Living in a one bed-
room home was tough 
at times because I was living 
with my parents and siblings 
in a small space.

>When I was four years 
old my parents separated. It 
was a good thing because they 
always fought when they were 
together. Now they can be 
friends.

>After my parents sep-
arated, I became an older 
brother to two brothers and a 
sister through re-marriage.

>Due to the violence so 
close to my home, my 
brothers were taken to a safer 
part of Honduras and I stayed 
with my dad.

>Although I lived primar-
ily with my dad, I was still 
able to spend equal time with 
my mom.

>My biggest role model 
growing up was my father. 
He had the potential to be a 
millionaire and was able to 
learn the skills to become a 
professional mechanic within 
four months.

>By the age of five I start-
ed practicing Capoeira, 
which is a martial art that also 
serves as a dance form, a cou-
ple days a week. My friends 
showed me what they were 
learning in class and I became 
interested in it, too. 

> It was an intense expe-
rience when I actually used 
what I learned in Capoeira. It’s 
easier to use when you’re more 
surrounded. I liked it because 
I knew I would be able to pro-

tect myself if needed.

> Several of my extend-
ed family members joined 
the Honduras military, so my 
upbringing was very strict.

>When my dad and step-
mom got together, I had 
to stop practicing Capoeira. 
She didn’t like the violence 
involved.

>Once my birth mother 
moved to America, my 

parents decided that it would 
be good for me to live with 
her. I learned English within 
three months.

>One day when I was 
13 years old, I was coming 
home from church. I walked 
into my house and was greeted 
by my family members crying 
and hugging me. They told 
me that my dad had been shot 
during a gang related incident. 
I was shocked.

>I joined the Marine 
Corps on July 18, 2016. I 
wanted to join the branch that 
would offer the biggest chal-
lenge. I chose to enlist in the 
American military rather than 
Honduras, because the U.S. 
offers better benefits. The mil-
itary in Honduras is influenced 
by the local gangs and there’s 
too much corruption.

>Being so far away from 
my family can be hard, 
but I still talk to them every 
day so it’s almost like I’m not 
even gone.

> A quote I live by is, 
“What is normal? Many 
assumptions by many people.” 
Many people have different 
views on things, so this quote 
shows there are different ways 
of thinking and it allows peo-
ple to find a way to come 
together.

San Pedro Sula, HondurasAlex
Alex Monge wAs born And rAised in 
sAn Pedro sulA, HondurAs. Monge 
leArned tHe MArtiAl Arts style of 
CAPoeirA At tHe Age of five. 

Private First Class Food service specialist, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion 

WHAT I’VE LEARNED
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MONGE

Interviewed and photographed by Pfc. Margaret Gale 

Resident Owned Mobile Home Park
 • Senior Membership Park 55+

Homes & Lots Available • Best Rates In The Morongo Basin
 Amenities Include Pool, Clubhouse, And Enclosed Dog Play Area

56254 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley  California 92284

www.apachemobilehomepark.com

 If you’re 55+, you might want to see if this park is for you. Apache 
Mobile Home Park is a resident owned senior park. 

 New Deck • Move In Ready • New AC

$36,000

FOR 
SALE

2 Bdrm.
2 Ba.

Spacious Double Wide 

Visit the Joshua Tree 

Park Rock Cafe & have 

one of our Lunch Specials!

Free WiFi • Military Discounts
760-366-8200

Mon. - Fri. 8AM – 4PM
Sat., Sun.  8AM – 5PM

6554 Park Blvd • Joshua Tree, CA
Located @ JTNP Visitor Center

Local Lunch - Only $7.99
Includes a Sandwich, side & Drink
Boxed Lunch - Only $11.95
Includes a Sandwich, Fruit, Cookies, 
Chips & Drink

Trust us with your ride.

760-365-9410

In Business for 37 Years

56132 29 Palms Hwy.     Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Been in a crash? You already feel upset…
 Did you know you can take your vehicle to any repair shop you want? 

We hear stories everyday of people being told they need to go to a repair 
shop because they are on a “Preferred “ list. You don’t have to listen! 

Do what’s convenient for you! 
Yucca Auto Body stands behind their work and has been here for 37 years! 

Not only is it convenient…it helps our community by keeping tax dollars here!

Don’t Let Insurance Companies 
Push You Around! 

If You Need Collision Repair… 
Choose Yucca Auto Body, 

The Local Alternative

VOTE NOW THRUVOTE NOW THRU
BEST OF THE BESTBEST OF THE BEST



August, 1952
More than 50 trucks carrying 200 Marines and equipment from Camp Pendleton made 
their way through Twentynine Palms to the new Camp Detachment, Marine Corps 
Training Center.
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Skyview Chapel
Church of God
Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano

Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 

9:00 a.m.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley

(760) 365-7133 
rsmith6427@att.net

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
This Week’s Spotlight Church

“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road • www.stmartinschurch29.org

(760) 367-7133

Vicar, Peggy Ventris

For more  information 
and to place your ad Call 

Spread the Word!
�Promote your services in our

Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail

74301 Two Mile Road 29 Palms

(760) 367-0080

Pastor J. Andrew Goodwin

Sunday Worship 10:00 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm

Pentecostal by Experience & Apostolic by Doctrine

www.twomileapostolic.com

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am 
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

www.stmartinschurch29.org     (760) 367-7133

Vicar, Peggy Ventris

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am 
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Tues. 12 Step Church        6:30 - 7:05 pm
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care
PASTOR ALLAN MORROW

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086 

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Pastor James Goodline
7347 Church St., Yucca Valley

Sun. 11:00 am  6:00 pm  Wed. 7:00 pm
lwwcpastorjames@aol.com

760-910-3678

Living Waters 
Worship Center
Let’s Grow Together

“The will of God will 
never take you where 
the grace of God will 

not protect you.”

CELEBRATING 65 YEARS
November, 1951
Congress appropriated $15.9 million for construction of a Marine Corps training center on 
935 square miles of unoccupied land used during World War II for U.S. Army Air Corps 
and U.S. Navy training.

February, 1957
The installation was designated Marine Corps Base Twentynine Palms, no longer under 
command of Camp Pendleton. Much of the infrastructure still on Mainside today was in 
place, from headquarters to the base theater.

July, 1965
Cpl. Ida Endsley Burcham became the first female Marine assigned to Twentynine Palms. 
Until the end of 1967, women could only be assigned here if their husbands were stationed 
or retired here.

Fall, 1967
The Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School conducted its first classes here for 
400 Marines after completing its move from San Diego. It is the largest military occupa-
tional specialty school in the Marine Corps.

August, 1978
The installation became the Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Training Center after an 8,000-
foot expeditionary airfield capable of accommo-
dating heavy cargo planes was completed.

August, 1990
The 7th Marine Regiment deployed to the Middle East for 
Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm after Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein’s army invaded Kuwait. 
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• Dry Cleaning • Nametapes
• Chevrons • Cami Repair

• All Minor & Major Alterations
• Belt Loop Repair

• Zipper & Crotch Repair
• Button Replacement
*Same day service available

Base 760-830-6825
Hours M-F 0800-1700 • Base Bldg 1863

760-361-6224
Hours M-F 7-7 Sat 8-2 • 6376 Adobe Rd, 29 Palms CA

Now on Base! Bldg. 1863 
All work done in house!

Silver Hanger Cleaners
KEEPING 29 PALMS LOOKING GOOD

Leap!
(PG)

1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00
The Hitmans 

Bodyguard  (R)
1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00

Logan Lucky
(Pg13)

  1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00
Annabelle Creation 

(R)
 1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00

Cinema 6

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

Showtimes Effective
8/25/17 - 8/31/17

ABOARD THE COMBAT CENTER 

August, 1988
The Combat Center held its first expanded combined-arms exercise, Gallant Eagle/
Gallant Knight, with 28,000 Marines, sailors, soldiers, airmen and coastguardsmen 
training together.

April, 1991
“The Mother of All Victory Parades” drew 50,000 people to Twentynine Palms to welcome 
Marines back from Desert Storm.

March, 2003
Combat Center Marines participated in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom I. Since then, 
they have involved in numerous opera-
tions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

January, 2011
Range 220, the largest urban warfare training 
range in the Department of Defense, was ded-
icated. With 1,500 buildings on 274 acres, it’s 
the size of downtown San Diego.

December, 
2013
Congress approved a 
bill to expand Combat 
Center training lands 
by 220 square miles. 

August, 2016
Large Scale Exercise 16, 

the first training exercise 
utilizing new training lands 
in Johnson Valley, was 
conducted.

Today
The Combat Center is the nation’s premier live-fire, combined-arms and maneuver train-
ing installation.

Spring, 1992
Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs became its own directorate. Training’s effect 
on desert plants and animals were evaluated, and education programs were implemented.

What’s 
going on?

Keep up with the 
Combat Center 

on Twitter
@thecombatcenter
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67925 E. Palm Canyon Drive
Cathedral City, CA 92234

SALES: 888-462-5309
SERVICE: 888-348-7440

M-F:  7:30 – 8 p.m.    Sat.:  10:00 – 6 p.m.   Sun: 11:00 - 5 p.m.

HWY. 111 PEREZ RD.

N

PALM SPRINGS

SUBARU

0%APR
Financing

on all new 2017 Legacy models
Now through

August 31, 2017

0%APR
Financing

Now through August 31, 2017
on all new 2017 Outback.

1.9%APR
Financing

on all new 2017 Crosstrek models
Now through

August 31, 2017

0%APR
Financing

on all new 2017 Forester models
Now through

August 31, 2017

www.palmspringssubaru.com

Legal Disclaimer: “Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory 
scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes first.) See Subaru Added Security Mainte-
nance Plan for intervals, coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 12-31-2017 and reside within 
the promotional area. At participating dealers only. See dealer for program details and eligibility.”

Cooler temperatures and varying weather patterns are 
soon to arrive. We can help keep your Subaru adven-
ture-ready even if the driving conditions you experience 
change. Schedule an appointment with us - online or by 
phone - through September 15, and enjoy special sav-
ings on the services that have helped 98% of the Subaru 
vehicles sold in the last 10 years remain on the road to-
day.*

*Based on IHS Market U.S. Vehicles in Operation vs. Total 
New Registrations for Model Years 2007-2016 as of Jan-
uary 2017.

Take Care of Your Subaru and Save!

0% APR Financing on all new 2017 Outback, Legacy 
and Forester models. Now through August 31.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
LANCE CPL. NATALIA 
CUEVAS

s summer comes to 
an end, the back-
to-school season 
began aboard the 

Combat Center at Condor 
Elementary, Monday.

The beginning of the 
school year can be a 
nerve-wracking time for 
children and parents alike. 
Below are a few helpful tips 
to make transitioning from 
summer-time to school-time 
as easy as 1, 2, 3.

Establishing a daily rou-
tine can be difficult for both 
parents and children. One 
way to ease the wake up 
process is getting a good 
nights’ sleep. Scientists 
recommend at least 10 
to 11 hours of sleep for 
growing children. Turning 
off electronic devices an 
hour before bedtime, cut-
ting down on caffeine and 

exercising regularly are also 
good techniques to ensure a 
sufficient amount of sleep.

“Back to school season is 
always an interesting time, 
especially for the kinder-
gartners who have never 
experienced school before,” 
said Rebeca Battiata, 
music teacher, Condor 
Elementary. “The first week 
is about the teachers get-
ting to know the students 
and teaching them how to 
behave in school.”

A balanced breakfast 
doesn’t have to be an elabo-
rate meal, a bowl of whole-
grain cereal with low-fat 
milk and a piece of fruit is a 
quick and nutritious break-
fast and the best way to 
start the day.

At times, it can be dif-
ficult for children to get 
used to saying goodbye 
when starting school. To 
ease their child’s fears of 
going to school it is recom-
mended that parents review 

their child’s daily schedule 
with them. Parents are also 
encouraged to get to know 
their child’s teachers.

Teaching children to 
obey all traffic signals, signs 
and traffic officers, whether 
it’s walking, biking, or riding 
the bus to school, is a good 
way to keep them safe on 
the way to and from school.

Paul Gattuso, Principal 
of Condor Elementary, 
explained the steps the 
school is taking to ensure 
the children have a positive 
and productive school year.

“This year we have 
12 new staff members 
and eight new teachers,” 
Gattuso said. “We try to 
make the school a place 
where the students want to 
be, so each year we offer 
more to the students mak-
ing it a place that they look 
forward to go to.”

 For more information 
visit: https://ces-moron-
gousd-ca.schoolloop.com/

The Robinson, Haynes and Ellis families are ready to begin the new school year at Condor Elementary aboard the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine 
Palms, Monday. Condor Elementary is a professional learning community that offers equitable learning opportunities for all of its members.

Students and parents enter the gates of Condor Elementary to start their first week back to school 
aboard the Combat Center, Monday.

A

Back to school season began at Condor Elementary aboard the 
Combat Center, Monday. Condor Elementary is a professional 
learning community that offers equitable learning opportunities 
for all its of members.

As summer comes to an end and the back-to-school 
season begins, a few traffic precautions go a long 
way when it comes to keeping Combat Center chil-
dren safe.
• Do not speed for any reason while driving on base. 
The speed limit in housing areas is 15mph and is 
strictly enforced. Violations will result an automatic 
30-day suspension of on-base driving privileges.
• When flashers are blinking in a school zone, yield to 
pedestrians crossing the crosswalk.
• Always stop for school patrol officers or crossing 
guards holding up stop signs.
• Be mindful of children in school zones, near play-
grounds and parks and in all residential areas.
•	 Don’t	block	the	crosswalk	when	stopped	at	a	red	
light or waiting to make a turn. This can force pedestri-
ans to go around you, thus putting them in the path of 
moving traffic.
• Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians.
• If a bus is stopped with flashing lights and the stop 
arm extended, traffic must stop.
• The area 10 feet around a school bus can be dan-
gerous for children; stop far enough behind the school 
bus to allow children space to safely enter and exit the 
bus.
• Remain alert. Children can often be unpredictable, 
and they may ignore hazards or take risks.
• Watch for bike riders turning without looking or 
signaling.
• Watch for bikes coming out of driveways or from be-
hind parked cars.
• Check side mirrors before opening your door.



Beat the heat this summer by head-
ing to one of the many pools aboard 
the Combat Center. The Officer’s Club 
pool has lifeguards who are available 
to assist children who have trouble 
swimming. The family pool, located on 
Cottontail Road, offers swim lessons 

for non-swimmers. For 
swimmers who wish 

to swim competi-
tively, the family 

pool also offers 

“team-ready” classes, which teach 
competitive strokes, starts, turns, and 
finishes.

On August 25, the pool will host a 
dive-in movie, showing “Moana” at 8 
p.m.

The swim team will start after Labor 
Day, and is open for all swimmers 
between the ages of 5 and 18 years old.

The Training Tank is currently closed 
for renovations, and is expected to 
re-open in October.
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Sunset 
Cinema

Open to everyone residing in San Diego, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties.

www.pmcu.com  •  866-566-1758

* New applications only.   **For complete contest rules and details visit pmcu.com
Federally 

insured
by NCUA

Celebrating 65 Days of Summer
Apply now and get 

  
when you open a new

Signature Rewards Visa® Card.

Open your Visa® credit card today  
and be automatically entered  

for your chance to win.**

Win a  
$6,500 VACATION!6,500 BONUS 

POINTS*

(760) 369-GUNS (4867)
57205 29 Palms Hwy - Yucca Valley, CA 92284

www.bear-arms-guns.com

Fire Arms • Disaster Preparedness
Survival Gear • Wise 25 yr. Food 

Buy • Sell • TradeBuy • Sell • Trade

 www.hawkslandinggolf.com760-365-0033 55100 Martinez Trail • Yucca Valley  BOOK YOUR TEE TIME TODAY!

ATTENTION ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY!ATTENTION ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY!
for only $25.00for only $25.00

Plus… We are now offering our 
Military Rewards Cards! 

Get rewards just for play golf!

12 or 18 holes. Active Duty only.12 or 18 holes. Active Duty only.Golf any day at  Hawks LandingGolf any day at  Hawks Landing

Excellent food & spirits with beautiful golf course views at The Roost Café

PRIME RIB

55100 Martinez Trail
Yucca Valley 760-365-0033

OPEN:
SUN. - WED. 7AM-5PM
THUR. - SAT. 7AM-9PM

Officer’s Club pool hours
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

• Lap Swim: 5 a.m. to 7 a.m.
• Unit Training: 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
• Open Swim:  1:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Mon-Fri
• Lap Swim: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sat/Sun
• Open Swim: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Closed Wednesdays

Family Pool hours
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri

• 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sat/Sun

• 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed Tuesdays

For more information on the Officer’s Club pool, call 
760-830-7250. For more information on the Family 
Pool, call 760-830-6727. For more information on 
the Training Tank, call 760-830-6212.

BEAT THE HEAT

for non-swimmers. For 
swimmers who wish 

to swim competi-
tively, the family 

pool also offers 

for non-swimmers. For 
swimmers who wish 

to swim competi-
tively, the family 

pool also offers 

Friday, Aug. 25
5:00 p.m. — Valerian and the City of a 
Thousand Planets (3-D), PG13
7:50 p.m. — Atomic Blonde, R
10:10 p.m. — Wish Upon, PG13
Saturday, Aug. 26
12:00 p.m. — Spider-Man: Homecoming, 
PG13
2:40 p.m. — The Emoji Movie (3-D), PG
5:20 p.m. — War for the Planet of the 
Apes (3-D), PG13
8:10 p.m. — Dunkirk, PG13 
10:20 p.m. — Girls Trip, R
Sunday, Aug. 27
12:00 p.m. — The Emoji Movie (3-D), 
PG
2:40 p.m. — War for the Planet of the 
Apes (3-D), PG13
5:40 p.m. — Valerian and the City of a 
Thousand Planets (3-D), PG13
8:20 p.m. — Atomic Blonde, R
Monday, Aug. 28
6:30 p.m. — Girls Trip, R
Tuesday, Aug. 29
6:30 p.m. — War for the Planet of the 
Apes, PG13
Wednesday, Aug. 30
6:30 p.m. — The Big Sick, R
Thursday, Aug. 31
6:30 p.m. — Spider-Man: Homecoming, 
PG13
Friday, Sept. 1
5:30 p.m. — Wish Upon, PG13
7:40 p.m. — Dunkirk, PG13
10:00 p.m. — Valerian and the City of a 
Thousand Planets, PG13
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