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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Process
and Community Involvement

NEPA requires U.S. federal agencies to consider the potential environmental consequences
of their actions before making a decision. The public participates in the process by:

e Helping to identify environmental issues and potential alternatives during the scoping period

e Evaluating the analysis of the proposed action and alternatives during the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) public comment period

e Evaluating the Final EIS and U.S. Marine Corps responses to the public comments received on
the Draft EIS during the Final EIS wait period

Milestone

Notice of Intent (NOI)
to Prepare an EIS

Scoping Period

Draft EIS

Final EIS and Notice
of Availability

30-Day Wait Period

Record of Decision

Opportunities for Public Review and Comment Complete

Description

Publication of the NOI in the Federal Register started the public involvement phase of

the NEPA process

Conducted before the start of environmental analysis

Involved the public and other agencies in identifying the environmental issues and
reasonable alternatives to be addressed in the EIS

Provided three scoping meetings and a 94-day public comment period

Presents the analysis of potential environmental impacts of the proposed action and
each alternative, including a No-Action Alternative

Made available for public and agency review and comment

Filed with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and made available to
interested parties

An update to the Draft EIS based on comments received during the public meetings
and comment period

Announced via a Notice of Availability of the Final EIS published in the Federal
Register and appropriate newspapers

Filed with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and made available to
interested parties

Provides a 30-day wait period after the Final EIS is published
Interested parties have 30 days to review and submit comments on the Final EIS

Follows the 30-day wait period and consideration of public comments on the possible

environmental impacts

Includes selection of an alternative by the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Energy,
Installations & Environment)

Announced via a Notice of Record of Decision published in the Federal Register and
appropriate newspapers

Made available to interested parties

www.marines.mil/unit/29palms/las

Schedule

Oct. 30, 2008

Scoping Period:
Oct. 30,2008 - Jan. 31, 2009

Scoping Meetings:

Twentynine Palms — Dec. 3, 2008
Victorville - Dec. 4, 2008
Ontario — Dec. 5, 2008

Feb. 25,2011

December 2011

January 2012

April 2012

In Progress
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Proposed Action

To enhance the Combat Center’s training capabilities to meet sustained,
combined-arms, live-fire and maneuver Marine Expeditionary Brigade
(MEB) training requirements.

Marines need to
The Marine Corps seeks sufficient training land and train as they fight.
airspace to accommodate MEB-sized training exercises.

The Marine Corps proposes to:

Acquire sufficient land contiguous to the Combat Center
to accommodate MEB training
Modify and establish corresponding Special Use Airspace

Expand training activities

The proposed action would fulfill Marine Corps
requirements for sustained, combined-arms, live-fire and
maneuver training exercises.

MEBs are the Marine Corps’
premier response force for
combined-arms operations. |
Marines need to trainas =
they fight to protect and

defend themselves, the

nation and its allies.

'i
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Afghanistan Relational Map

and DOD Installations
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Altitude Parameters
(See Section 2.4.3 for details of potential airspace
activation time windows at various altitude ranges)
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Restricted Public Access Areas (RPAA)

An RPAA is an area within which the Marine Corps proposes to conduct live-fire and maneuver
training exercises for a Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) twice each year, and otherwise

permit restricted public access for popular recreational uses.

Potential Restricted Public Access Areas

Legend Legend

B Company Objectives (Exclusive Military Usa)
m Company Objectives (Exclusive Military Lise)

= = Dirt Roads R S—
= Major Roads and Highways
r‘ Dry Lake

Johnson Valley OHY Area
| Combat Centar Boundary
[: Froposed Acquisition Study Area

Exclusive Military Use Area

Restricted Public Access Area

— fajor Roads and Highways

AW O Lake

Johinson Valley OHV Area

| Combat Center Boundary
D Proposed Acquisition Study Area
Restincted Public Access Area

o
Alternatives 4, 5 and 6 include an RPAA in Johnson Valley that would: « Require use of only non-dud producing ordnance when firing into the RPAA
« Designate land for exclusive military training two months/year » Require clean up of the RPAA after training activities
-Public use of land allowed 10 months/year « » Be subject to a determination by the Commanding General that the area
-Alternative 6 proposes a portion for exclusive military use year-round has been returned to a condition suitable for authorized public access
» Require a Marine Corps permit for public access and use of the area following each MEB Exercise

www.marines.mil/unit/29palms/las
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Proposed Public Safety Measures in Restricted
Public Access Areas (RPAA)

The Marine Corps proposes a coordinated program of public notification, safety
education and range safety procedures to permit restricted public access in the
designated RPAA when military training activities are not being conducted.

Public Safety Measures in the RPAA

Pre-Exercise Procedures.
ncreased military presence immediately beftore training to prevent mistaken entry by
“IVIlians to the tralning range
Permanent sighage
iVMlanned roadblocks along all access routes immediately before and throughout the
(raining perioa
Dlv(uﬂl(gli\l: and range sweeps 1c dentity any public presence beftore tralning commences

Pre-exercise leadership ‘ildL:ii'ln(g}: {0 enhance vigilance regarding RPAA operationa!

‘eSTrICTIoNnS anad pDrop el :[u_ujlqllllllw Tor ammuhnition and 2quipment

Post-Exercise Procedures:

Multiple range sweeps to find, mark and remove dangerous items, equipment and surface
debris immediately after exercise

Removal of any detected ordnance by certified personnel
Once access to RPAA is authorized, all currently approved recreational uses would be allowed
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Impacts on Recreational Areas

The Marine Corps is taking active steps to address
public concerns related to proposed land acquisition
that may impact recreational activities.

Marine Corps evaluated various land
8 acquisition and public access scenarios.

Potential Impacts on Recreational Areas

e West Study Area (Alternatives 1, 2, 4, 5, 6):
Johnson Valley OHV Area.

e South Study Area (Alternatives 1, 2, 3, 4, 6):
BLM land and private property. No established
recreational areas.

« East Study Area (Alternative 3): No established
recreational areas.

Johnson Valley OHV Area: Percentage of Usable
Acreages Remaining under each Alternative

Alternative Usable Acreage* Percent of Johnson Valley
Available for OHV Area Available
Recreation for Recreation
No-Action Alternative 189,470 100% (12 months per year)
Alternative 1 17,640 9% (12 months per year)
Alternative 2 86,200 46% (12 months per year)
Alternative 3 189,470 100% (12 months per year)
Alternative 4 189,470 100% (10 months per year)
Alternative 5 189,470 100% (10 months per year)
Alternative 6 82,802 44% (10 months per year)

* Acreage is approximate
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Impacts on Air Quality

The Marine Corps has developed special conservation measures to
reduce air quality impacts. The California Air Resources Board and the
Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District conclude that the
project would conform with the federal Clean Air Act and the State
Implementation Plan (SIP).

Potential Impacts from Construction Potential Impacts on Air Quality
» Emissions from construction equipment » Proposed emission increases of volatile organic
« Dust from vehicles on bare soil compounds, nitrogen oxides and PMo would

. : conform to SIP
Potential Impacts from Operations

N e Incr in carbon Monoxi Ifur dioxi
« Emissions from: crease in carbo onoxide, sulfur dioxide

and PMy;s emissions would produce less than

aicratt significant air quality impacts

- Ordnance

- Tactical vehicles/support equipment e Emissions would produce less than significant
impacts on Joshua Tree National Park

e Dust from vehicles on exposed soil

Special conservation measures during construction would reduce air quality impacts:

o Using water trucks to minimize dust

« Minimizing the amount of disturbed ground area at a given time

e Minimizing ground disturbing activities near the Combat Center boundary

e Minimizing ground disturbing activities during high wind conditions

e Monitoring the dust control program and increasing measures to minimize dust

www.marines.mil/unit/29palms/las
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Impacts on Biological Resources

The Marine Corps has conservation measures to protect
listed species and their habitat.

Where training exercises occur,
special status wildlife populations
A e - ina and plant species are avoided to
L nINSEsal the extent practicable.

Desert Tortoise Densities

Biological resources include:

o Wildlife
e Vegetation
e Ecosystems

Special Conservation Measures
e Designing training exercises to minimize
disturbance

e Surveying and monitoring listed species and
species at risk to minimize impacts

e Evaluating habitat conditions to facilitate
ecosystem management

Potential Impacts on the Desert Tortoise

e Impacts on species and non-critical habitat
from training activities; degree of impact varies
between alternatives

- No impacts on designated critical habitat

» Indirect impacts from displacing OHV users to
other areas, except for Alternative 3

www.marines.mil/unit/29palms/las
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Noise Impacts from Aircraft Potential Noise Impacts

. . . o Overflights increase and occur at lower altitudes
Under all alternatives, noise-related impacts from e DT [lhve [ oo itslde study
aircraft overﬂights would be less than Signiﬁcant. area exposed to significant increases in noise levels

Aircraft Noise Contours

i,

S
B CombatiCentar

1.
E =

.‘-..lr
ACombat|Center,
e
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N Oise I m pa CtS frOm O rd na n Ce Potential Noise Impacts

' ise | e Primarily f d-to- d and air-to-
Under all alternatlve.s, noise impacts from ordnance g';g‘aif(% [ deandiogundandaiio
would be less than significant.

Ordnance Noise Contours
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Proposed Combat Center Expansion
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BE CONSIDERED AUTHORITATIVE.




29Pa|m5 Training Land Acquisition/

Airspace Establishment EIS

Federal Land Segregation/Withdrawal Integrated
with the NEPA Process

Preapplication Submit Initial Federal Segregation Federal Register Conduct Investigations, . Transmit
Consultations »{ Application for 9 Register Notice 9 Meeting/ —»| Notice of Land [ Studies and Analyses FITIEEITE GESE [l | NG Proposed Withdrawal
with BLM Requested Land of Proposed Comments Withdrawal in Required for for Secretary DO Legislation to Congress
7y Withdrawal Withdrawal Aid of Processing Application i
of Public Lands 23-24 Oct. 2008 Legislation +
13 Aug. 2008 Proposal A A
15 Sept. 2008 Congress Determines
15 Sept. 2010 Future Use

of the Combat Center

\ 4 \ 4 \ 4
Sevel Federal Register EIS Prepare and Comment Period and Prepare and
SVEIOp L Notice of Intent > Public »| Release H»  Public Hearings | Release
Preliminary to Prepare EIS Scoping Draft EIS on Draft EIS Final EIS
Alternatives
30 Oct. 2008 3-5 Dec. 2008 Feb. 2011 25 Feb. 2011 - Dec. 2011
26 May 2011
LEGEND
Federal Statuto National Environmental T _ _ Sedre ative Effect
Land Withdrawal Process p S Opportunity VOGS O AN g , g o
(43 CFR 2300) and MCO P5090.24) For withdrawals, segregation is the closure of lands to

the operation of all/some of the public land laws and/or
mineral laws. Public land laws authorize some means for
use or disposal of the surface estate, whereas the mineral
laws authorize use or disposal of the mineral estate.
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