
Dissolution Brief

Legal Assistance Office, LSST – 29 Palms



Resources
•Legal Assistance Office, LSST-W, Twentynine Palms, CA 
http://www.29palms.marines.mil/Offices/LegalServicesSupportTeam/LegalA
ssistance.aspx

–(760) 830-6111

•California Self Help Center

–http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm

•California Family Law Facilitator’s Office

–Joshua Tree Courthouse

–6527 White Feather Road, Joshua Tree, CA 92252

•California Child Support Calculator

–http://childsup.ca.gov/Resources/CalculateChildSupport.aspx



MCCS Services
•Counseling services for anger, combat operational stress, and depression

–Counseling available to individuals and couples

•Classes in stress management, baby boot camp and parenting

•Counseling Services Main Office

–Bldg. 1438 (760) 830-7277

•New Parent Support Program

–Bldg. 1438 (760) 830-7622

● Prevention and Education Services

(760) 830-4950/6345

●



Summary Dissolution
•A quick, easy way to get divorced

•Do not even have to appear before a judge

•Must meet all of the following criteria:

–Married less than 5 years

–No children born during marriage and spouse not pregnant

–Do not own any real property

–Do not owe more than $6,000 in debts acquired during marriage

•Car loans are not included

•Student loans cannot exceed $41,000

–Own less than $41,000 in property acquired during marriage



California Dissolution
•Not necessary for both spouses to agree to end the marriage

–Either spouse can decide to end the marriage, and even if the other 
spouse does not want to end the marriage, he or she cannot stop the 
process

–If a spouse does not participate in the divorce, the other spouse may 
still obtain a default judgment and the divorce will continue

•California is a “no fault” divorce state

–The spouse asking for the divorce does not have to prove that the 
other spouse did something wrong

–Must simply state divorce is due to “irreconcilable differences”



California Dissolution
•LAO only handles dissolutions within the state of California

•Do you qualify:

–Married in California; or

–You or your spouse lived here                                                   for 
the past 6 months

•You children must have lived here 
for at least the past 6 months for a 
court to have jurisdiction over any 
child custody/support issues



California Dissolution Process
•(1) Petitioner obtains and completes all applicable forms

•(2) Petitioner files all applicable forms with the court clerk ($435 Fee)

•(3) A person at least 18 and not involved in the case serves the other spouse 
copies of the Petitioner’s court forms

•(4) Respondent decides how he/she wants to respond

•(5) If the Respondent chooses to file a response, he/she obtains and 
completes all applicable forms, then files them with the court clerk

•(6) A person at least 18 and not involved in the case serves the other spouse 
a copy of the Respondent’s court forms

•(7) Parties conduct a preliminary declaration of disclosure which requires 
the exchange financial documents that show what they own and owe

•(8) Judge must approve and sign a judgment before divorced finalized



Uncontested Divorces
•Benefits of an Uncontested Divorce:

–Faster

–No Legal Fees

–Less Hassle and Heartache

–You and Your Spouse Decide – Not a Judge



Contested Divorces
•LAO is unable to assist with contested divorces

•Unable to communicate without arguing

•Cannot work together through issues in a calm, collected manner

•Cannot reach an agreement on significant issues, such as child 
custody or support, distribution of property, or retirement



Contested Divorces Process



LAO Mediation Services
•Topics Addressed at Mediation:

–Property/Automobile Division

–Debt Division

–Retirement Division

–Child/Spousal Support

–Child Custody/Visitation

–Life/Health Insurance

•LAO Mediation Process:

–File petition with court clerk

–Obtain Mediation Packet from LAO

–Return to LAO to schedule mediation



LAO Mediation Services Cont…
•Both spouses must attend the mediation in person

•Just as important to attend the mediation as it was to attend the wedding

•Pertains to many responsibilities and obligations which may last well into 
the future, for example:

–Sergeant ending a 5 year marriage with 2 minor children may pay upwards 
of $200,000 in spousal support and child support over the lives of the 
children

•Does not factor in debt allocation                                                                      or 
retained retirement benefits

•Bottom Line – Both Spouses Must Be                                                                        
Present To Ensure Integrity Of Process



Benefits of Mediation
•Spouses decide between themselves – not a judge

•Maintain privacy by staying out of a courtroom

•Able to control conditions of agreement - no surprises

•Less costly without incurring attorney’s fees

•Continues until both spouses agree on the terms

•Less hassle and heartache than litigation

•Does not preclude litigation if mediation is unsuccessful

•More efficient than litigation

•Flexible schedule without required court hearings



Complete and sign forms 

in black ink

File forms with court.

Two stamped copies 

returned to Petitioner.

One copy (with supporting 

documentation), 

Respondent’s packet, and 

FL-115 to Server for 

service

Respondent served.  

Original FL-115 (FL-117*) 

returned to Petitioner.

Petitioner completes

FL-141, files FL-115 and 

FL-141 with court.

Mediation scheduling at 

Legal Assistance Office  

(Pre-Mediation Packet 

complete)

Both parties attend 

mediation

Review and schedule 

appointment to sign MSA 

and judgment packet

Original, 2 copies, & filing fee.

Case Resolution Conference within 

180 days after filing*.

29 Palms Mediation Process

*California Rules for Court 5.83c(2)



California Dissolution Timeline

•(4) Date of service starts 6 month “cooling off” period

•(5) Schedule mediation at LAO

•(6) Attend mediation at LAO (2-3 weeks)

•(7) LAO drafts Marital Settlement Agreement (MSA) (2-3 weeks)

•(8) File MSA with court

•(9) Complete final declaration of disclosure forms

•(10) After 6 months and 1 day, judge may enter final divorce decree

•(1) Obtain and complete forms

•(2) File forms with court

•(3) Serve copies on spouse



MEDIATION TIMELINE EXAMPLE

24 Feb 2015 Attends LAO Dissolution Brief

25 Feb 2015 - Both parties file papers

- Spouse is served

- Parties schedule mediation at LAO

9 Mar 2015 (12 days) - Mediation conducted

23 Apr 2015 (57 days) - Parties sign MSA and judgment packet

29 Apr 2015 (63 days) - MSA & judgment packet submitted to 

court

30 Apr 2015 (64 days) - Judgment granted by court

11 May 2015 (75 days) - Parties received final judgment by mail

26 Aug 2015 (182 days) - Effective date of divorce



Servicemember Specific Benefits
•Marines are able to handle mediation on their own time without 
having to miss training for court appearances

•Provisions within agreement tailored to military lifestyle

–Pre-Deployment/Post-Deployment visitation with child(ren)

–Military deployment/duties not held against Marine for custody purposes

•Able to establish interim child/spousal support terms without 
resorting to Chapter 15 Complaints

•Resolves pending custody/support issues for Marines quickly, 
allowing them to focus on their mission

•Issues addressed faster in order to prevent holds from executing 
deployment/PCS orders



Questions?
•Only ask questions related to the information covered in the brief

•I am unable to answer questions specific to your individual situation

•You will have the opportunity after the brief to see if there are any 
remaining slots to speak to an attorney today, otherwise you may make an 
appointment



Dissolution Forms

Legal Assistance Office, LSST – 29 Palms





Your name and address.



FL-100

PETITION-MARRIAGE

(Family Law)



CAPTION BOX

Stamped by 

Court Clerk 

when filed with 

the court.

Provided by Court Clerk 

when filed with the court.



John Andrew Doe

123 Center Street

Oceanside, California 92054

123-456-7890

John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe

johndoe@yahoo.com

Names must be spelled 

the same on all forms.

“In Pro Per”

or

“Self-Represented 

Litigant”

Dissolution

Legal Separation

Nullity



December 1, 2010 December 1, 2014

4 0

Check one or both.



Minor Children – biological or adopted child(ren) under 18 

years old belonging to Petitioner and Respondent.  Does 

not include step children.

Check only if Wife is pregnant 

at the time of filing with the 

court.



John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe



6a. Legal Custody – decision maker for health, education, and welfare of the child(ren).

6b.  Physical Custody – the parent the child(ren) will live with the majority of the time.

6c.  Child Visitation – the parent with visitation rights to the child(ren).



8a.  Check Petitioner if you want the court to order your spouse to pay you spousal 

support.  Check Respondent if you want the court to order you to pay your spouse 

spousal support.

8b.  Check the appropriate box if you want to court to terminate the ability to award 

spousal support to the Petitioner and/or Respondent.

8c.  Check the appropriate box if you want to reserve spousal support for a future 

determination.

8d.  Indicate any other issue(s) you want to the court to consider.

Petitioner currently paying $500 per month for spousal support ordered by the ???? Court 

for a different relationship.



John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe



John Andrew Doe



FL-105/GC120
DECLARATION UNDER UNIFORM CHILD CUSTODY 

JURISDICTION AND ENFORCEMENT ACT (UCCJEA)

**Complete only if there are minor children of the marriage eighteen years or 

younger.  Do not include step children unless adopted by the Petitioner and 

Respondent.  If more than two minor children of the marriage, supplemental form 

FL-105A/GC-120A will be needed.**



Leave blank



#

Richmond, Virginia July 31, 2010 M

07/2013

123 Center Street

Oceanside, CA 92054
John Andrew Doe

Father

07/201307/2010

456 North Avenue

Richmond, VA 23218
Jane Ann Doe Mother

Jacob Nicholas Doe



Jill Ann Doe
Richmond, Virginia April 2, 2012 F

Check boxes c and d only if 

additional space is 

required.



In re marriage of: Doe, John and Jane

Doe, John and Smith, Jane

Same last name

Different last name





JOHN ANDREW DOE

Print and sign

X



FL-110

SUMMONS

(Family Law)



John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe



John Andrew Doe

123 Center Street

Oceanside, California 92054

123-456-7890

Petitioner’s 

Name

Address

Telephone #

6527 White Feather Road

PO BOX 6602

Joshua Tree, CA 92252



Apply to 

Petitioner as 

soon as 

dissolution 

papers are 

filed with the 

court.

Apply to 

Respondent 

as soon as 

served.



FL-160
PROPERTY DECLARATION

(Family Law)

The form is used to declare all community property.



SAN BERNARDINO

6527 White Feather Road

P.O. Box 6602

Joshua Tree, CA 92252



Separate Property Separate PropertyCommunity Property

-Gift

-Inheritance

-Will

-Gambling Debt

-Student Loan

FL-160 contents



123 Center Street

Oceanside, CA 92054

100000 100000

2013 Kia Soul

2012 Kia Optima

Already divided

Misc items

Antique Lamp 1500 0

400000 200000 200000During 

marriage

1000 0 1000During 

marriage
500 500

During 

marriage
1500 15000

5000 0During 

marriage
5000 50000

3000 0During 

marriage
25000 300022000

0 10000During 

marriage
10000 100000

DATE ACQUIRED

Before Marriage or BM

During Marriage or DM

After Separation or AS



Nations Bank/1234 $4662.50 $4662.50

USAA/5678

NFCU/9012

Apple/2222

State Farm/1111

2013 Federal

$2000 in safe located at 123 

Center Street Oceanside, CA
$1000 $1000

$1000 $3000

During 

marriage

During 

marriage

$9325 $9325$0

$5000 $0$5000 $5000$0

During 

marriage $0 $5000$5000 $5000$0

During 

marriage $2000 $2000$0

During 

marriage $4000 $4000$0

During 

marriage

During 

marriage $4000 $2000$6000 $6000$0



Military Retirement

American Century 

Retirement

By law By law
During 

marriage Unknown UnknownUnknown

$30000 $30000
During 

marriage $60000 $60000$0

General Electric 401K

Bruce Smith owes the 

Petitioner $750

If you own your own 

business or have 

partnership shares.

$45,0000 $15,0000

$750

During 

marriage $60000 $60000$0

During 

marriage $750 $750$0 $0



Twelve (12) Antique Rifles

Not required to total

$15,000
During 

marriage $15000 $15000$0 $0



Page 3 - debts (complete columns A and D only)

2014 Federal

If you or your spouse owes any 

back child or spousal support.

Nations Bank Vehicle Loan/4444

$315 $0$315During 

marriage

$22000 $0$22000During 

marriage



Capital One/5555

Any other debt(s) not already 

listed.

Not required to total

JOHN ANDREW DOE

Print and sign

$2000$0$2000During 

marriage

NFCU Visa/3333 $0$2500$2500During 

marriage



FL-311,Fl-341, FL-341(C), FL-

341(D), and FL-341(E)

Child Custody

(Disso 3 only)



If  1- 3 do not apply, 

select “other” and 

specify.

Select one



Select any 

that apply.



Fill as 

desired.



Select all that 

applies.



Select all 

that apply.



Select all that 

apply.



FL-115
PROOF OF SERVICE OF 

SUMMONS

(Family Law-Uniform 

Parentage-Custody and 

Support)
Server must be a third party, 18 years or older, and not a party in the dissolution 

proceedings.

**MUST COORDINATE WITH THE BASE MAGISTRATE OR MILITARY POLICE 

PRIOR TO EXECUTING A SERVICE ONBOARD ANY PROPERTY CONTROLLED BY 

THE U.S. MILITARY.**



Minor children example.

Only if 

minor 

children 

are 

involved.



2.The Server inputs the address where the Respondent was served.

3.a.  The Server inputs the date and time of the service.  This date starts the six month 

waiting period required for the dissolution.

Date of service starts the 6 month 

waiting period.  Dissolution is not 

automatically granted after the 

waiting period.



3. b. Substituted service.  If the Respondent can not be personally served, but the package can be 

left with someone described in 3b(1) or 3b(2), indicate such.  Ensure the Server understands 

he/she must briefly explain why the package is being left with someone other than the Respondent, 

and request that person deliver the package to the Respondent.  The package still must be mailed 

to the Respondent.  (ref. Section 415.20 (b) of the California Civil Code Of Procedure)



3. c. Mail and acknowledgment service.  If the Respondent is served by mail, the Server must use 

form FL-117 and complete block 3c of FL-115.  See California Code of Civil Procedure 415.30.

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=CCP&division=&title=5.&part=2.&chapter=4.&article=3.


JOHN HANCOCK

Print, date, 

and sign

JOHN HANCOCK

456 Able Street

Oceanside, CA 92058

760-555-9999



FL-140
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSURE

(Family Law)



JOHN ANDREW DOE

26 January 2015



FL-141
DECLARATION REGARDING SERVICE OF 

DECLARATION OF DISCLOSURE AND INCOME AND 

EXPENSE DECLARATION

(Family Law)

The form is filed with the court after the Respondent has been served.



John Andrew Doe

123 Center Street

Oceanside, California 92054

123-456-7890

John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe



If the Respondent is in the state of California, the 

Respondent must be served in person, by a third 

party.  The third party must be 18 years or older 

and cannot be a party to these proceedings.



Input the date of service 

from item 3a of the FL-115.

#3 and #4 will be completed at 

a later date.



Print and sign after the Respondent has been served.

#3 and #4 will be completed at 

a later date.



FL-144

Stipulation and Waiver 

of Final Declaration of 

Disclosure



of the form.



Fl-120

Response-Marriage



FL-120





FL-142
SCHEDULE OF ASSETS AND 

DEBTS

(Family Law)

The form is used to declare all community property and separate property.



John Andrew Doe

123 Center Street

Oceanside, California 92054

123-456-7890

John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe

San Bernardino

In Pro Per



123 Center Street

Oceanside, California 92054

CP During 

Marriage 400,000 200,000

SEP. PROP

P = Petitioner

R = Respondent

CP = Community Property

DATE ACQUIRED

Before Marriage or BM

During Marriage or DM

After Separation or AS

Special instructions 

contained in parenthesis.  

Must provide supporting 

documentation to other party 

during service and a copy to 

Legal Assistance when 

scheduling mediation.



Various

Engagement/Wedding ring R Before 

Marriage 0

CP During 

Marriage 1,000 0

5,000

SEP. PROP

P = Petitioner

R = Respondent

CP = Community Property

DATE ACQUIRED

Before Marriage

During Marriage

After Separation

Misc items CP During 

marriage 5000 0



2013 Kia Soul P During 

Marriage 25000 22000

2012 Kia Optima R During 

Marriage 1000 0

Nations Bank/1234 CP During 

Marriage
9325 0

Nations Bank/1234 R Before 

marriage 10000 0



USAA/5678

NFCU/9012

$2000 in safe located at 123 

Center Street Oceanside, CA
$0

During 

marriage
$0$5000CP

During 

marriage $0$5000

During 

marriage $2000

CP

USAA/5678 Before 

marriage
$0$10000P

USAA/5656 Before 

marriage
$0$10000R

CP



2013 Federal/$500
During 

marriage $4000
CP

$0

State Farm/1111 During 

marriage

P

Apple/2222
During 

marriage
CP $6000 $0

Military Retirement

American Century 

Retirement

During 

marriage
Unknown Unknown

During 

marriage
$60000 $0

CP

CP



Not required to provide a total

General Electric 401K
During 

marriage $60000 $0CP



Park University/2323 R 15000 During 

marriage



Not required to provide a total

26 January 2015

JOHN A. DOE

Complete #27 if applicable



FL-150
INCOME AND EXPENSE 

DECLARATION

(Family Law)

**This form will be discussed but should be completed at home.  To be completed 

by the Petitioner.  The Respondent will complete the same form if providing a 

response.  Do not leave any blanks on this form for the dollar amount.  If the 

amount does not apply, enter a “0” for the amount.**





JOHN ANDREW DOE

Print and sign



2580.60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2362.92

May include tips.

Base pay for your rank at the time 

of filing with the court.  (E-5 over 4 

yrs).

Military: 5a and 5l 

should equal amount in 

1h on page 1 of FL-150.



Must include amount, frequency, 

and source of all additional 

income (disability pay, expense 

account, social security, GI Bill 

etc.)



Pay raise, promotion, lost job, etc.



ITEM REAL PERSONAL DEBT TOTAL

HOME 450,000 250,000 200,000

FURNITURE 1000 0 1000

CAR 1 9000 3000 6000

CAR 2 10,000 8000 2000

CLOTHES 500 0 500

JEWELERY 2000 500 1500

TOTAL 161000



John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe

List details of every person living at the 

Petitioner’s address at the time of filing.



0

1800

0

25

0

0

0

450

100

300

120

220

100

0

0

150

350

0

700

0

4315

2000



Navy Federal                        Vehicle Loan                   300              5,000        11/1/2014

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

University of Phoenix          Student Loan                  300              3500        11/1/2014

Navy Federal Visa Card       Credit Card                     100              800           11/1/2014

Total from “Amount” column 

goes in 13p.



0

1800

0

25

0

0

0

450

100

300

120

220

100

0

0

150

350

0

700

0

4315

2000



Navy Federal                        Vehicle Loan                   300              5,000        11/1/2014

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

University of Phoenix          Student Loan                  300              3500        11/1/2014

Navy Federal Visa Card       Credit Card                     100              800           11/1/2014

If represented by a lawyer, the 

lawyer will complete item #15.



Tricare (if active duty)

The Petitioner will have each minor child every other weekend of the 

year, every Father’s Day, the Petitioner’s birthday, and every even year 

on each minor child’s birthday.  The Respondent will have each minor 

child on the days in which the Petitioner has not previously listed.

2
20 80





Effective date of 

dissolution

John Andrew Doe

123 Center Street

Oceanside, California 92054

John Andrew Doe

Jane Ann Doe

325 S. Melrose Drive

Vista, CA 92081-6651

North County Division

San Diego

325 S. Melrose Drive

johndoe@yahoo.com
123-456-7890

In Pro Per



Filing Process

Step 1:  Complete the forms and sign in black ink.

Step 2:  Make two copies of the signed forms.

Step 3:  Take the original, two copies, and filing fee to court for filing.  The Clerk will  

stamp the original and two copies.  The two copies will be returned to the

Petitioner.

Step 4:  Petitioner keeps one copy.  Petitioner provides the Server with the following

in the service packet:

- one copy of the forms filed with the court

- Respondent’s packet

- FL-115

- FL-150, 160, 140, and 142

- pay stubs or LES for last two months

- last two years of tax returns

- any supporting documentation for information listed on the FL-142 in  

parenthesis



Filing Process

Step 5:  Server serves the Respondent by verifying the Respondent’s identify, informs

the Respondent he/she is being served with dissolution/legal

separation/nullity papers, provides the Respondent with all the information in

the service packet except for the FL-115.

Step 6:  Server completes items 2-6 of the FL-115 and returns the original FL-115 to

the Petitioner.

Step 7:  After receiving the original FL-115 from the Server, Petitioner completes item

2 and dates and signs the FL-141.  Original FL-115 and FL-141 must be filed

with the court.



QUESTIONS?

Legal Assistance Office

760-830-6111


