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Mountain Viper initiated for
OEF embedded training teams
PFC. ANDREW S. KEIRN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines have conducted pre-deployment training since the
beginning of Operation Enduring Freedom, but for the
first time a new training program has been initiated that
focuses on closing the gap between American assistance
and Afghan self-reliance.
The Security Cooperation Training and Education
Command is working in conjunction with the Mountain
Warfare Training Center and Third Marine Division to
conduct advisor-specific training, known as Block IV-A
training, to “embedded training teams” deploying to
Afghanistan.
Several ETTs from III Marine Expeditionary
Force, 3rd Marine Division, conducted part of that
training here April 21-28.
The mission of the ETTs is to train, mentor, advise and
provide coalition effects for the Afghanistan National
Army in support of the government of Afghanistan.
The teams finished Block I through II – “shoot, move
and communicate skills” – April 15. Now they are completing their Block IV-A advisor-specific training through
the Mountain Viper training program, which has three
venues, including the Combat Center.
The teams’ nine days of training in the Mojave Desert
were broken into five categories. During mounted operations training, the Marines were given the opportunity to
use the Virtual Combat Convoy Trainer.
The VCCT is a trailer-sized trainer housing a full-sized
non-operational humvee surrounded by projection screens.
PFC. ANDREW S. KEIRN

Marines of Embedded Training Team 4-2 provide security for the rest of their fellow Marines climbing out of the Humvee Egress
Assistance Trainer during their mounted operations training here, April 21-28.

See ETT, A4

MWTC Marines take a load off with pack mules
CPL. BRIAN A. TUTHILL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

HAWTHORNE ARMY AMMUNITION DEPOT, Nev. – When the
long and winding road becomes the
steep and impassable mountain ridge,
vehicles topple, gear is grounded and
operations come to a grinding halt.
But if Marines have pack mules on
their side, all but the steepest terrain
can be overtaken. With the help of
instructors from the Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training Center in
Bridgeport, Calif., Marines learn to
pack their mules and traverse some of
the most rugged terrain the Sierra
Nevada Mountains have to offer.
“The saying goes, ‘you can pack
anything indigenous to an infantry
battalion,’” said Anthony Parkhurst, a
retired Marine master sergeant who
has worked with the mules at
Bridgeport and currently offers his
skills and services with training evolutions. “A full compliment of mules
can easily move an entire infantry battalion through the mountains.”
Bridgeport’s 27 mules are the
only mules owned and operated by
the Department of Defense, said
Sgt. Arlen Gentert, stable noncommissioned-officer-in-charge and pack

master. “A mule is a cross between a
horse and a donkey, and they pick
up the good traits from both. They
have the problem-solving skills of a
donkey with the strength and size
from the horse. Other countries
around the world use mules in their
militaries, but we are the only ones
in the DoD. Most people don’t even
know we exist.”
Gentert and three other instructors from Bridgeport rode 22 mules
more than 45 miles over rough
mountains to the Army’s Hawthorne
Ammunition Depot, to assist with
the “Mountain Viper” Afghanistan
predeployment training program.
During normal training packages
at Bridgeport, the team of instructors
will train a few dozen Marines from a
visiting battalion to pack, care for and
use the mules. Here at Hawthorne,
however, the training mission is different and the group is smaller, but
they still receive exposure to being
around and using mules in this terrain.
“Marines moving throughout
Afghanistan will almost certainly
encounter donkeys or some sort of
domesticated pack animals,” said
Gentert. “We not only give them
[Marines] the exposure, but the
packing training as well in case their
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response to the Afghan-Russian War,
and was designed to only last five
years. Since then, they have become a
regular part of instruction and are
even used in local parades.
“Another advantage to using mules

is they last a lot longer,” said Gentert,
who grew up on a farm around animals in Wendell, Idaho. “You can work
a mule for 20 plus years, so we get

See MULES, A5

LCPL DELUNAFELIX

Marines of 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, guide mules heavily packed with gear as part of a field exercise
in September during their summer training package. Marines train to pack, care for and use these animals in a
tactical environment at Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Center Bridgeport, Calif.
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guide is wounded or something, they
know what to do themselves and
know what to look for if they have
to buy something.”
Parkhurst said the mule program
began in 1983 as an experiment in
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This Day in
Marine Corps
History

“We Salute You ‘07” rides into town Saturday

Marines from the USS
Ranger landed in
Panama City to protect
Americans.
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Semper toons

C.O.P. Corner

By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf

Community
Oriented Policing
The proactive voice of crime prevention
Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office Crime Prevention Section

Drinking and driving
can cost you
With Memorial Day approaching, service members can look forward to an upcoming 96
hour liberty. Some people may choose to stay at home and barbecue with family, while others may choose to go drink to have a good time.
With drinking comes a lot of responsiblity, such as obeying the legal drinking age of 21 and
not letting anyone under age drink, as well as not drinking and driving. Drinking and driving can cost you a lot of money, wasted time, and possibly your career.
Did you know that the penalties for DUI or DWI in California (Maximum), are:
1st offence = 6 months in jail, up to $1,800 fine and license suspended for 120 days.
2nd offence = 1 year in jail, $1,000 fine and license suspended for one year.
3rd offence = 1 year in jail, $1,000 fine and license suspended for three years.
These are just the punishments and along with that you also have the cost of everything else.
• Vehicle towing
$150
• Storage
$50 per day
• Booking, fingerprinting, and photo fee
$156
• Drivers license reinstatement fee
$125
• Car insurance increase
• (3-year mandatory insurance requirements)
$1,000 per year
• 1st offense DUI fine
$1,400 to $1,800
• Assessment for the court system
$816
• Community service fee
$150
• DUI victims fund
$100
• Alcohol abuse education fund
$50
• DUI classes
$550
• DUI Victims' Impact sessions
$20
• Time payment charge
$35
• Public transportation for one year
$500 to $800
Minimum total fees, fines, and assessments

$8,240*

* If you use an attorney, the initial consultation could range from $750 to $1,000
After these charges you will also be subject to punishment under the UCMJ, which may
include loss of pay or pay grade. Be smart and don’t drink and drive.
For more information go to the Web site www.dmv.ca or http://www.dui-help.com.
The following services are available to on-base personnel and residents through Crime
Prevention: literature, briefs, education, crime assessments, safety tips, the Stranger Danger
program, McGruff the Crime Dog, the Officer Friendly program, the Property Marking program, and the Child Identification and Fingerprinting program. For more information call
Crime Prevention, 830-6094/5457.

Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office Crime Prevention Section

U.S. MARINE CORPS FORCES
SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Are you interested in filling an operational billet with U.S. Marine Corps Forces Special
Operations Command?
If so, contact the MARSOC Recruiting, Screening, Assessment, & Selection team at Marine
Special Operations School, or go to the MARSOC Web site at www.marsoc.usmc.mil, or send
an email to msos.a&s@usmc.mil and you will be contacted.
We are looking for the following MOS’s:
Ground Combat Arms Officers, (2nd Lt.- Maj.)
02xx enlisted and officer, (1st Lt.-Capt.)
0311, 0331, 0341, 0351 (Lance Cpl.-Sgt.)
0369, (SSgt-Gunnery Sgt.)
0621, (Lance Cpl.-Sgt.)
Prerequisites:
• You must be a volunteer.
• You must be a U.S. citizen.
• You must have a minimum GT score of 105 (may be waived for exceptionally qualified personnel).
• You must be medically and physically qualified for duty.
• You must score a 1st class PFT for your age group.
• You must have a minimum of 36 months obligated service upon reporting to MARSOC.
• You must be eligible to possess a security clearance.
• You must be eligible to receive orders, (minimum of two deployments with your present unit
or three years on station, or any first term Marine within 12 months of re-enlistment)
Disqualifier s:
• NO Courts martial convictions.
• NO NJP within the last 12 months or more than two in service.
• NO derogative Page 11 entries within last 12 months (may be waived).
• NO drug incidents.
• NO alcohol related incidents within last 12 months or more than two in service.
• NO adverse fitness reports within last 12 months (may be waived).
Process for application:
1. If you do not have an e-mail account, call the following numbers: (910) 4502722/2759/2760/2762
2. If you have an e-mail account (.mil or civilian) you may go to the MARSOC Web site
(www.marsoc.usmc.mil), and click on the recruiting link or send an e-mail to
msos.a&s@usmc.mil. One of our RSAS team members will forward you a Command
Screening Checklist.

U.S. MARINE CORPS FORCES
SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND

Center speak
“What band would you like to see perform
at the Combat Center ?
Opinions expressed in Centerspeak
are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Departmentof Defense.

SGT. EDWARD FULTON

SGT. RICHARD H. DEMBINSKI

MWSS-374

3/4

ell Yeah. They’re from
Texas, which is a patriotic
state and they play good music.”

age Against the
Machine, because I
just missed them when I
was coming back from
Iraq.”

STAFF SGT. JUSTIN CARR

VMU-1

“S

tonesour. I just think
they are really good.”

“H

“R

What’s on your mind?
Centerspeak welcomes questions or submissions from service members, Department of
Defense civilians and family members.

Call Cpl. Evan M. Eagan at
830-5472

Or e-mail to:
evan.eagan@usmc.mil
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The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way
connected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under
exclusive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This
commercial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the United States Government, the DoD, or the United States Marine
Corps. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert
Publishing of the services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, located in Bldg.
1417, during normal working hours at (760) 830-5472 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60-percent recycled paper.
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MOVIE TRIVIA

HOT
TOPICS
R OA D C L O S U R E S
Del Valle Road throughot
May and June will be repaved
from Sixth to Tenth Street.
Northbound traffic will be
routed up Sixth Street to
Brown Road, then down
Tenth Street back to Del
Valle Road. Southbound
traffic will be routed up
Tenth Street to Brown Road,
then down Sixth Street back
to Del Valle Road. Please be
attentive to all traffic control
signs.

DEADLINE T O
C O M P L E T E V I S TA
DEL SOL HOUSING
S U RV E Y

AC ROSS

DOW N

2. “I’m a cop! LAPD! There’s a bomb on
your bus! There is a bomb on your bus!”

1. “Baa-ram-ewe, baa-ram-ewe. To your
breed, your fleece, your clan be true.
Sheep be true. Baa-ram-ewe.”

4. “Were you listening to me, Neo? Or were
you looking at the woman in the red
dress?”
6. “Have you seen my stapler?”
7. “SSSSSSSSMOKIN!”
8. “Stupid is as stupid does.”
12. “I loathe the bus. There has to be a
more dignified mode of transportation.”

3. “If they’re big and you’re little, then you’re
fast and they’re slow. You’re hidden and
they’re exposed. You fight only the battles you know you can win.”
5. “Hello. My name is Inigo Montoya. You
killed my father prepare to die.”

17. “There’s no crying in baseball!”

9. “My Dad never bought me a Ferrari. I
had to steal my first one. Nice inscription
on the keychain. A little sappy. Want me
to read it?”

18. “The fat man walks alone.”

10. “Gimme a litre o’ cola.”

19. “I don’t know if you’re aware of this,
Josephine, but African parrots, in their
native home of the Congo, they speak
only French.”

11. “Never underestimate the power of the
Schwartz!”

16. “Sic vis pacem parabellum - If you want
peace, prepare for war.”

20. “Isn’t it the first cardinal rule of perm
maintenance that you are forbidded to
wet your hair for at least 24 hours after
getting a perm at the risk of deactivating
the ammonium thioglycolate?”

13. “You should never underestimate the
predictability of stupidity.”
14. “Whoever this is, you owe me another
lamp.”
15. “Look at the stars, the great kings.”

[Solutions on A4]

The Vista del Sol Resident
Survey will begin arriving in
the mail next week. Let them
know how they are doing
and what they can do better.
Please take the time to complete the survey and return
no later than May 31.

M C A G C C F I NA N C E
OFFICE CLOSES
P E R M A N E N T LY
The Twentynine Palms
Finance Office will be
closed permanently effective May 31. IPAC will be
the point of contact for all
active duty questions. The
DTS Help Desk and
Collection Services Counter
will remain open and accessible through the hatch on
the Fifth Street side of Bldg.
1521. The hatch is marked
DTS Help Desk. The points
of contact are Grace Lebda,
830-3796, Maria King, 8308608, Suzanna Hatter, 830-

3130 and Cpl. Russo 8303130.
• All active duty inquiries
should be directed to IPAC.
• MyPay PIN’s can be
obtained at IPAC from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• All civilian travel inquiries
should be directed to the
DTS Help Desk.
• All collections should be
turned in at the DTS Help
Desk.
• All Montgomery G.I. Bill
buy-ups should be turned in
at the DTS Help Desk.

LEISURE
ITEMS
NEW GYM HOURS
Mon-Fri
5 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sat-Sun
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Holidays 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Changes were made to
weekend and holiday hours.
We will be open two hours
later than before.

T R A D I T I O NAL
S E RV I C E AT
CHRIST CHAPEL.
The Religious Ministries
Directorate is pleased to
announce a traditional service on Sundays, beginning
June 3 at 11 a.m., in the
East Wing of the Christ
Chapel. Pastor Gerald
Garrett will lead the service,

which will include familiar
Scriptural liturgy, songs,
and lessons applied to life’s
situations. If you have questions, please contact the
RMD at 830-6304.

D R M O C LOSED
The Defense Reutilization
and Marketing Service/
Defense Reutilization and
Marketing Office located at
Bldg. 1102-T1 will be closed
May 16-29. The office will
re-open May 30. The local
DRMS representative will
be TAD.

P ROT E S TA N T
L I T U RGICAL
S E RV I C E AT
CHRIST CHAPEL
We are pleased to announce
a Liturgical service on
Sundays, beginning June 3 at
11:00 a.m. in the East Wing
of Christ Chapel. Pastor
Gerald Garrett will lead the
service, which will include
familiar Scriptural liturgy,
songs, and lessons applied to
life’s situations. If you have
questions, please contact the
RMD at 830-6304.

B OY S C O U T
FLAG R E T I R E M E N T
Troop 78 will be performing
a flag retirement ceremony
Monday, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Victory Field pavilion. The
scouts will be retiring five
flags that evening.
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ETT from A1

PFC. ANDREW S. KEIRN

Embedded Training Team Marines fire AK-47s during foreign weapons training the Combat
Center’s portion of Mountain Viper April 21-28.
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The team that runs the simulator screens. The team that runs
the simulator can program different scenarios using the simulator’s computers and screens.
“The program we run for
the ETTs is based on scenarios
they can expect to see,” said
Brian Robbins, an advanced
training group instructor. “It
gives them a better opportunity to train up on what they
might encounter in country.”
“We’re here to use this million dollar facility to get better
and work as a team Marines,”
said Maj. Joseph Cross, officerin-charge of ETT 4-2. “When
we’re doing this for real, we
won’t have time to make the
mistakes we can work out
using this training tool.”
The Marines felt they benefited from the VCCT training.
“It’s good for us Marines to
be able to use something like
this,” Sgt. Lee Taylor said. “It
allows us to make mistakes
now and learn from them
instead of making them in
combat.”
The next training the
Marines received was resistance training, taught by Lt.
Col. Chris Ross, a former
Survival, Evasion, Resistance
and Escape instructor and the
advisor training group operations officer.
The gist of the class was
simple: Marines do not want to
get captured in combat.
Ross instructed the Marines
on the six articles of conduct a
Marine should follow if captured or taken hostage and
ways to resist interrogation.
“It is really important for all
Marines to receive resistance
training,” Ross said. “In today’s
battlefield, all Marines face a
chance they might be forced to
use this training, especially
these ETTs. The number-one
thing to remember is the
importance of their resistance
posture. Keep your emotions

in check, keep good military
bearing and self-discipline, and
control what you can.”
As the training week continued, the ETTs traveled to the
range to get hands-on training
with foreign weapons. The
instructors gave a brief
overview of each weapon and
taught how to disassemble and
assemble each one.
The ETTs were given the
opportunity to live-fire both
the AK-47 rifle and the PKM
medium
machine
gun.
“Because these Marines are
going over to train a foreign
military, by knowing how to
use these weapons proficiently,
the foreigners will respect our
guys more, and that in turn will
gain more rapport and build
relationships stronger,” said
Paul Brzostek, a foreign
weapons instructor in the
Advisor Training Group.
One of the most important
training subjects was on the latest Counter Remote Control
Improvised Explosive Device
Electronic Warfare systems.
Each ETT will be using one
of the CREW systems to prevent IED attacks on their convoys. The teams also walked
through an IED lane intended
to train the Marines on how to
spot different types of IEDs.
“Basically, the IED threat is
everywhere,” said SSgt. Jules
Thompson. “Being able to
identify them and get the training needed to do so is extremely important. Recognition and
vigilance are the two key factors
in defeating the IED threat.”
Throughout their training,
the ETT Marines receive classes on operational cultural
awareness. “The cultural part
of their training is the heart
and soul of what their mission
is all about,” said Dr. Thomas
H. Johnson, a research professor of the Department of
National Security Affairs at the
Naval Postgraduate School in
Monterey, Calif. “Through
their training they are being

taught the necessary skills to
win the hearts and minds of
the Afghan people so
Afghanistan can become a sovereign country where the people believe in the government
and the government believes in
the people.”
An
Afghan
scholar,
Johnson’s role in the training
and was to educate the teams
about the history and cultural
nuances of the Afghan area of
operations.
“The types of conflicts
we’re fighting right now are not
the same our fathers and grandfathers fought,” Johnson said.
“We are fighting a counterinsurgency that is not won by just
simply killing the bad guys. We
need to turn our Marines into
cultural and linguistic warriors
that intimately know the environment and culture.”
Afghan culture is vastly different from American culture
and is full of deeply rooted traditions and honor codes. The
ETTs will be expected to be
able to form relationships with
the Afghan people, civilian and
military alike. Through the cultural training they are receiving,
they hope to learn how to meet
the expectations of the Afghan
people and convince them to
support the government, not
the terrorists.
“The battlefield is the
minds of the Afghan people,” Johnson said. When the
Marines finished their training at MCAGCC, they headed
to the Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training
Center in Bridgeport, Calif.,
for their second training
venue. Their third venue is
Hawthorne Army Weapons
Depot, Nev., then they graduate May 28 before beginning a
staggered deployment.
According to Maj. David A.
Williams of the Advisor
Training Group, the Marines
will deploy as the best trained
and prepared training teams
ever sent into theater.

SOLUTIONS

fork lift, welders, air compressors, cement
mixers, construction materials, fuel tanks,
refrigeration units, diesel truck, box truck,
flat bed trailers. canoe, log stoves, wagon
wheels, generator, drill press, sand blast
pot, grinders, welding & work benches,
trailer chassis, car hauler, bricks, doors, raw
iron, fencing, gales, doors and much more.
Antique wagons, signs, gas pumps, tools,
farm tractor, railroad carts, collectable
glass, china cabinets, windmill, cream cans,
buggy and much more.
10% Buyers Fee
Auctioneer: Don Gulley • Lic. #2047
For faxed list of items call 760-228-1138

May 19th & 20th
(May 19 - 9am to 6pm • May 20 - 9am to 5pm)

Expect to see a wide variety of
street and off-road motorcycles on
display, demonstrations of riding
talent, Baja race buggies and
vintage machinery of all types.

Price Reduced to $269,000!!! This lovely 3
bedroom, 2 bath home with a gated, private pool has
been upgraded and remodeled. Situated on 4.80
acres with mountain views, this hide-a-way boasts
mature landscaping which adds to the property’s
allure. Come take a look and see for yourself what a
find this property is for the most discerning buyer.
3633 Bluegrass Avenue, Twentynine Palms

Kraft Family Team
One Family, Triple The Impact…People are our Passion!!!
Barry & Fran Kraft
760-343-8956
Brandy Bichsel
760-423-9649

Tarbell at the River
71800 Hwy 111, Ste. A 204, Rancho Mirage

Honda • Kawasaki
Suzuki • Yamaha
NOW RENTING U-HAUL TRUCKS
Make more Room by Storing with Us!

(760) 365-6311
58325 Twentynine Palms Hwy.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Office Documents
Extra Inventory
Paper Backup Files
Furniture
Old Case Files and Records
Tax Records
Special Rates Available Now!

Access Available all Business Hours
Video and Coded Gate Access
Manager Lives on Site

TLAS
A

SELF STORAGE
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CPL. B R I A N A . T U T H I L L

Mules from Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center,
Bridgeport, Calif., enjoy dinner after traversing more than 45
miles of rough terrain. The 22 mules from Bridgeport are the
only mules in service with the Department of Defense.

MULES from A1

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN

Staff Sgt. Kevin Mahoney and Sgt. Jonathon Smith plot coordinates on a computer in order to direct fire to the gun line.

FDC keeps artillery firing
LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M.
DUNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Many people don’t know that
when an artillery battery goes
to the field or is deployed to
combat, there are more working parts to the battery than the
howitzers and the gun crews.
The gun line is where most
of the action takes place, but
what happens behind the lines?
Where do their orders come
from? That’s where the Fire
Direction Center comes in.
The FDC is responsible for
ensuring the gun line knows
where to fire and if they hit
their targets. They work with
forward observers who determine target locations and relay
them to the gun line.
“We receive the calls for
fire, figure out the deflection
and the quadrant of the guns,

how much powder they need
to use and what type of round
to shoot,” said Staff Sgt. Kevin
Mahoney, the artillery operations chief for Battery I, 3rd
Battalion,
11th
Marine
Regiment. “All of this is necessary for the guns to hit and
destroy their targets.”
The deflection and quadrant are the directions an
artillery piece must move in
order to adjust its aim. The
deflection moves left to right
and the quadrant moves up
and down.
The FDC also works directly
with field radio operators, who
provide the necessary communications that allow the FDC to
talk to both the forward
observers and the gun line.
“The radio operators
receive the calls for fire from
the forward observers,” said
Sgt. Jonathon Smith, a fire con-

trol man assigned to Battery I,
3/11. “Then they relay them to
us so we can effectively do our
jobs. We plot the coordinates
on a chart and on a computer.
“Basically, we figure out the
direction and distance the target is from our location, then
relay those coordinates to the
gun line,” he added. “We can
do it over the radio, but the
new Digital Fire Control
System allows us to relay all
information to the gun line
digitally. That makes our jobs
easier and cuts the time it takes
to relay everything in half.”
The FDC’s setup consists of
a communications truck, an
FDC truck and a tent that is set
up between the two vehicles.
Since artillery is a mobile element, the FDC has to be able
to move as fast as the gun line.
“We can move anywhere at
any time,” said Smith. “We

have to be ready, and we have
to move fast.”
In the field, learning mobility is as much a part of the
training as firing the howitzers.
The Marines train how to
move quickly and efficiently.
“The entire FDC can be set
up or taken down within 10
minutes,” added Cpl. Trevar
Perkins, a fire control man
assigned to Battery I, 3/11.
Although they are extremely efficient, the Marines on the
gun line would become blind
without the FDC. A forward
observer does not have the
capabilities the FDC has to
effectively coordinate an
artillery strike on a target. The
FDC provides the essential element that has made Marine
Corps artillery what it is today.

more return from our investment when buying these animals. You can load a mule to
33 percent of its body weight,
so if you have a 900-pound
mule, that’s more than a 300pound load. That’s a lot of
water, food, weapon systems.”
Another reason the
mules are used for packing
training is to educate
Marines on the principles of
packing, which some packers

say is more art than science.
“The principles of packing remain pretty much the
same for any animal once you
learn, so if you can pack a
mule, you can pack a donkey,
a horse or an elephant,” said
Gentert. “It’s a great baseline.
“I think the simple fact
that we still train and use
these animals is very unique,”
added Gentert. “It seems
outdated, but sometimes it’s
the only means of ground
transportation.”

Open House Weekend
Saturday, May 19th
Noon to 3
3697 Warren Vista 3 Bed 2 Baths - Yucca Valley
4676 Saddlehorn New Construction - 29 Palms
4693 Saddlehorn Located on Road Runner
Dunes Golf Course - 29 Palms
4709 Saddlehorn 3 Bed 2 Baths - 29 Palms
4739 Saddlehorn New Construction - 29 Palms
5686 Morongo Recently Remodeled - 29 Palms
7650 Whitney Ave Gorgeous Newer Home - Yucca Valley

Cinema 6
MOVIE TIMES 365-9633
Shrek the Third

Spider-Man 3

Showtimes
Effective

5/18/07 - 5/24/07

Georgia Rule

(PG )

(PG 13)

(R)

Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
Mon-Th: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Fri-Sun: 3:00, 6:00, 9:00
Mon-Th: 2:30, 7:00

Fri-Sun: 3:00, 6:00, 9:00
Mon-Th: 2:30, 7:00

Delta Farce
(PG 13)
Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
Mon-Th: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Coming
May 25th
*Pirates of the
Caribbean
At World’s End
Sneak preview May
24th at 8 pm

ALL SHOWS
BEFORE
6:00 PM $6.00

• ADULTS $8.00
• SENIORS $6.00
• CHILDREN $6.00

www.Cinema6theatre.Com

JIU is Serving You
While You Are
Serving Your Country
EARN YOUR MASTER’S DEGREE

Master of Business Administration
Master of Education
Master of Education—Teacher Licensure
Master of Arts in Business Communication

EARN YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE

Bachelor of Business Administration
Bachelor of Arts in Business Communication

JONES INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
The Gold Standard Online University™

Visit us at www.jiu.edu/military or call a JIU
admissions counselor at 877.409.5673

®
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Rifle range Marines aim to
serve marksmanship training
LANCE CPL. KATLEYN A. KNAUER
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

LANCE CPL. K ATELYN A. K N AUER

Lance Cpl. David Baldus issues a M-16A2 service rifle to Sgt. Jacob Gutierrez at the
Headquarters Battalion armory.

The rifle range is open, the targets are up,
the coaches are ready to instruct and the
shooters are ready to fire.
With the recent opening of the newly
renovated rifle range, the Headquarters
Battalion armory gears up to assist with the
upcoming ranges and provide the weapons
needed for smooth marksmanship training.
With a staff of five Marines the
HQBN armory faces long and busy days
to ensure that everything functions properly and Marines can be confident shooting on the range and handling their M-16
service rifles.
“We support the range details both with
issuing rifles and ensuring if a rifle malfunctions during the detail that we get the
problem fixed quick,” said Lance Cpl.
David M. Baldus, small arms weapon
repair technician. “Marines that are on a
detail at the range have to trust in their
armorer that their weapon will function
properly. We instill this confidence by making sure the rifles are cleaned and that a
limited technical inspection and pre-fire
inspections are performed on the rifles
monthly.”
The HQBN armory is in charge of storing, maintaining, issuing and recovering all
weapons assigned to the armory.
“We have 139 M-16A2 service rifles,
268 M9 service pistols and 10 National
Match rifles,” said Baldus.
Along with the inventory of M-16 service rifles and M9 pistols the armory is also
in charge of keeping account for nine MC-

58 rifles, eight M1911 H. B. pistols, eight
Smith and Wesson M41 pistols, three M79
grenade launchers, three M2 .50 caliber
machine guns, 34 AK-47 rifles, four designated marksman rifle’s, 10 laser bore sights,
72 M49 spotting scopes, 50 bayonets, 16
K-bars and 30 security rounds.
While the range was closed, the Marines
of the armory took the time to organize
things at the armory with the little time
they had.
“When the range was closed down we
ensured all weapons were in good working
order in preparation of the new range,”
said Baldus. “We made sure that everything was clean and that the armory was
squared away.”
Along with the hectic schedule of being
in at 4:45 a.m. to open the armory and
staying until six at night, the Marines who
work in the armory are also tasked with
other jobs such as coaching Marines on the
use of the rifle or being the range safety
officer during details.
“An average day for me consist of making sure that the daily records are updated,
everything is accounted for, all the paper
work is done and filled out properly, supervising and being a RSO for both the pistol
and rifle range,” said Staff Sgt. Roberto
Lopez, armory staff noncommissioned
officer in charge.
When it comes to working, the armory
Marines are no strangers. They take their jobs
seriously and know that what they do is important to the mission of the Marine Corps.
“Every Marine is a rifleman first,”
said Lopez. “That’s what makes our job
essential.”

Funeral Services
Wiefels & Son
Funeral Directors
Yucca Valley , CA 92284
(760) 365-2301 FD1056
29 Palms
(760) 367-3579 FD841

Robert Wilson
Private Inurnment
Charlotte Hougard
Private Inurnment
Charlotte Spence
Private Inurnment
Joshephine Mc V ae
Private Inurnment
Linda Pasley
Services Pending

Mountain Valley
Memorial Park
Joshua Tre e, CA 92252
(760) 366-9210 FD1393
FREE EVENT OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC
EVENT:
Morongo Basin’s 6th Annual
Memorial Day Ceremony
WHEN:
Monday May 28th, beginning at
11:00 a.m.
WHERE:
Mountain Valley Memorial Park,
60121 29 Palms Hwy.,
Joshua Tree, CA
Mountain Valley Memorial Park is
pleased to announce that it is hosting
this event that covers all of Morongo
Valley including 29 Palms, Joshua
Tree and Yucca Valley communities.
This year’s event will commemorate
Memorial Day and honor Veterans
with festivities, the playing of “Taps”,
Navy Color Guard, Invocation by
Reverend Abe Casiano, speakers from
the VFW and Marine Corps, and a
free community barbeque follows
the event. All ages are welcome and
this is a free event open to the public.
Come join us!
For more info, please contact
Mountain Valley Memorial Park at
760-366-9210 or visit our location.

Hi-Desert
Publishing Co.
Your Community Newspapers

Working to Serve You Better!
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FAPS give helping hand to
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
Combat Center community
Due to the high importance of
security aboard military installations, military police presence is
crucial to maintaining good
order. There can never be too
many helping hands.
Cpl. Javier J. Zuniga, a
machine gunner with Weapon’s
Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, recently finished serving his second term
on the Fleet Assistance
Program for the Provost
Marshal’s Office.
Zuniga said that in order to
move into the PMO realm, a
Marine cannot have any non-judicial punishments on his record,
any convictions off base, serious
traffic violations, and needs to be
a fair and just executer of the law.
“The training lasts for two
weeks, which is pre-service,”
said Zuniga. “Then you go
through OJT either before or
after pre-service.”
Some of the PMO training
consists of unarmed self defense,
weapons handling and qualification, lessons on execution of
deadly force, baton training, oleoresin capsicum spray training and
class time. Marines also receive
advanced training in close quarters battles, emergency driving
and drug recognition.

LANCE CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE

Lance Cpl. Daniel Salina, a military policeman FAP previously of
Combat Logistics Battalion 7, checks a driver’s license at the
front gate Wednesday.

Spirit and Truth Worship Center

ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES
I m m a c u l a t e H e a r t o f Mar y C h a pel
Sun 7:30 a.m.Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m. Faith Formation/CCD
(Bldg1551)
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of Catholic
Women (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the
Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth Group
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult Group
18-35 years of age married or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m. Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)

Sgt. David J. Nelson, a FAP
from Company B, 1st Tanks
Battalion, said he volunteered
because he was not going to be
able to deploy with his unit
this time.
“I thought I might as well be
doing something productive here
since I wasn’t going to deploy
again,” said Nelson.
Maj. Pietro P. Scarselli, the
Combat Center’s provost marshal, explained the process of
gathering Marines through the
Fleet Assistance Program.
Scarselli said each unit who
participates in FAP is required to
forfeit a certain number of
Marines each year, depending on
the size of the unit.
Scarselli added that summertime was the hardest time for
PMO to FAP Marines because it
seems to be the end of active service for many service members.
“When we do what is called
running guard, individuals may
not enjoy as much liberty as
usual,” said Scarselli, explaining
that a smaller number of Marines
are expected to finish the same
amount or work. “We are hoping
to avoid that by getting more new
FAPs before the summer time.”
For Marines and sailors interested in receiving PMO training,
but cannot afford the time away
from work, there is a program
offered called the Military Police
Auxiliary Program.
This program allows Marines
and sailors to receive a minimum
of 12 hours-a-month of military
police training on their free time
without depriving another unit
of manpower. Those in the program may chose when and how
much of their time they can offer
PMO without ever leaving their
current unit.
If Marines and sailors in
units currently working with
the Fleet Assistance Program
are interested in working with
PMO, inform your chain of
command. For more details,
call the Provost Marshal’s
Office at 830-6800.

H o l y Days of Oblig a t i o n M a s s e s
11:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
11:30 a.m. Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital
VILLAGE CENTER
Sun 9 a.m. Military Council of Catholic
Women*
Sun 9 a.m. Faith Formation/CCD
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN SERVICE
C h r i s t C h a pel
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*
LAY-LED INDEPENDENT
BAPTIST SERVICE
C h r i s t C h a pel
Sun 11 a.m. Worship

4751 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms, Ca. 92277
spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

Wed. Bible Study 5pm
7021 Airway, Yucca Valley • 365-9215

St. Joseph of Arimathea

Episcopal Church

Just the Best place to get Married

Father Ian Hanley
Sunday School, Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

365-7133

Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671

Sunday, May 20th 2007
Service at 9:00am at St. Joseph
Service at 11:30am at St. Martins
Please call 401-0608 for more info

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

This Week’s Spotlight Church

Worship Service

10:30 A.M & 6:30 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree

Victory Christian Center

Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

are proudly hosting

“Come On In!”

Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

ary
Milcitome!
Wel

Hwy, 62 go South on Warren Vista (Starbucks)
Go left on Yucca Trail. Right on Chula Vista to Pueblo Trl.

Yucca Valley Church
of Religious Science

Healing Lives & Building Dreams
Reverend Ron Scott
Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
Calvary Chapel Fellowship

Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

Sunday Services 10:30am & 6:30pm
call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

Website: JHOPCC. ORG

WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM
WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN
59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548
Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms
Service Times

Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
Worship 10:30 AM (Child Care Available)

Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am

Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

367-7812

Rob D. Watkins
Pastor

760-365-9731

29 Palms Church of the Nazarene

29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIST

WELCOMES YOU!

72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)
Sunday Bible Study
10 :00AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Worship 5:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study
6:00PM
367-9400 FREE CHURCH RIDES

Morning Service 10:00 am
Children’s Church during AM Service
Nursery provided

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Call for free van ride
Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
Visitors Welcome
Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

Evangelical free church
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday School 9:00 AM
Nursery and Children’s Church
Adult Bible Study Wed. 6:30 PM

HOUSE OF PRAYER United Methodist Church
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church JESUS
Calvary Chapel Fellowship
56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley • 365-6331

Worship Service 10:00 A.M.
Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

Sunday Services 10:30am & 6:30pm
call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

Website: JHOPCC. ORG

OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH Hi-Desert Missionary Baptist Church YuccaValley Church of the Nazarene

The United Methodist Church

(Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

6804 Mohawk Tr.,
Yucca Valley (760) 228-1747

365-2205
yvcrs.org
Good Shepherd
Lutheran
Church
(Missouri Synod)

57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

72603 Juanita Drive • 367-7025

Shaking the hi-desert...reaching the world!

(760) 365-4302
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
57889 Pueblo Trail, Y. V.

• Nursery Care Available
• DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 6
• Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

Basin Wide
Opportunities for
Praise!

Skyview Chapel
Church of God

Bread of Life Mission Ministries

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am 1:30 pm

St. Joseph of Arimathea &
St. Martin-In-The-Fields

(760) 366-7422

361-6510

Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119

Church of Christ

LEGEND
*Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions by calling 830-6456/6646
# Resumes Fall 2006

Website: JHOPCC. ORG

www.gfowc.org <http://www.gfowc.org/>

Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley
Adult Sunday School 10:00 am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am
Food Ministry
1st & 3rd Friday of Every Month
Starting at Noon
Pastor: Daniel Slaby Church 760-364-3060
Co-Pastor Patricia Slaby Pastor 760-364-2008
55960 Reche Rd., Landers, Ca.

1ST THURSDAY EACH MONTH
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus

Sat. Night Bible Study 6:30pm
with Pastor Joey

JOIN US IN
WORSHIP
56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

WEDNESDAY
Villa g e C e n t e r
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in the Prayer
Room
Chaplain Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. Right of Christian Initiation for
Adults*
C h r i s t C h a pel
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Pre-Service Food/Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Service

73429 Sunnyvale Dr.

Sunday School........10:00 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:30 AM
Wednesday Bible Study.........7:00 PM (Church in Action)
5898 Adobe Rd. • 29 Palms, CA

(760) 361-2450

SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM
WEDNESDAY MEETING... 7 PM
READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM
(Except Holidays)

TUESDAY
I m m a c u l a t e H e a r t o f Mar y C h a pel
5 – 7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(Second Tuesday of the month)
4 – 5:30 p.m. Children’s RCIA
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st Tuesday each
Month
C h r i s t C h a pel
9 a.m. Christian Women Fellowship*
C&E Mess Hall Bldg 1660
11:30 a.m. Bible Study
Chaplain Flint 830-6187

Pastor T.K. & Pastor Gerri Washington

Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
Thursday Night Bible Study 7:00

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

MONDAY
I m m a c u l a t e H e a r t o f Mar y C h a pel
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic Mass

29 Palms Fellowship

“Developing Disciples for Christ”

Service Times:

MID-WEEK EVENTS

JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER

Gospel Fellowship Outreach Worship Center Church

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

LAY-LED GOSPEL SERVICE
C h r i s t C h a pel
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship

Interim Pastor Charles Ellis
Come Worship As A Family
Wed. Night Bible Study 7:00 pm
Sunday School 9:45 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
61960 Mt. View Cir. • Joshua Tree 366-7938

9:45 am Morning Worship
8:30 am Sunday School (All ages)
6:00 pm Evening Service

56248 Buena Vista, 365-7819
www.yvnazarene.com

of Twentynine Palms

6250 Mesquite Springs Road - 367-7338
Sun. Worship Service at 9:30 AM - Child Care Available
Sun. School: Adults 8:30am - Child & Youth 8:45 am
A welcoming and inclusive Christ- oriented community

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
Sunday Bible Study After Service
We’re Here for Everyone
Phone (760) 367-7133
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

www.stmartinschurch29.org

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
365-4014
SUNDAY

Bible School...................9:30am
Worship........................10:45am

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study..........................7pm
Sage

★
Pioneer Town

Cholla

HWY 62

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

“Once a Marine comes over,
they will usually go to PMO
operations or services,” said
Zuniga. “The majority will most
likely go to PMO operations and
work the road.”
Zuniga added that despite the
fact PMO FAP’s are not always
volunteers, Marines who come to
the job with an open mind usually end up enjoying their time here
because they are excited about
the different job experiences and
opportunities.
“Besides, most people who
get out of the Marine Corps are
trying to be police officers anyway, so it is a good way to get the
experience under their belts,”
said Zuniga.
Lance Cpl. Anthony C.
Jennings, who volunteered to
serve with PMO, previously with
Company L, 3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment, said he was
one of the Marines considering
becoming a police officer once he
left the Corps.
Jennings said even if a Marine
is not considering a law enforcement career path, the training
itself molds better and more proficient Marines.
“Being a Marine, you have a
variety of different things you
need to learn,” he said. “It’s good
to take Marines out of their comfort zone every once in while
because you need to deal with different things out in the world.”

Buena Vista

LANCE CPL. NICOLE A.
L AVINE

Beth Glass, Pastor
First Southern Calvary Christian
Baptist Church
Fellowship
Sun. Worship 10:45am • 6:00pm
Sun. Bible Study 9:30am
Wed. Potluck 6:00pm
Wed. Bible Study 7:00pm
6088 Sunset Road JT (760) 366-9211

Tye Bridges - Pastor
Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm
3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

Ph: 760.364.1990
E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!
7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available
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CPL. B R I A N A . T U T H I L L

Passing time…
HAWTHORNE ARMY AMMUNITION DEPOT, Nev. — Petty Officer 3rd Class Danyel M. Clay, Cpl. Harry J. Bowser, Lance Cpl. Javier Cerna and Lance Cpl. Uriel De Luna-Felix (not pictured), play a game of “spades” to pass down time in the field Sunday at Camp Dixie. All are part of the headquarters element at the remote site to support Mountain Viper training.

TIME WARNER CABLE

3 DAY

SALE 33
$

*

MAY 16TH-18TH
CLASSIC CABLE

Get more than ever before!
• Get the best in sports, news, education and
entertainment programming
• All your favorite shows with crystal clear image quality

Road Runner HIGH-SPEED ONLINE
Do more. Get it done faster with
Road Runner High-Speed Online.

Take advantage of this special offer!
Time Warner Cable is offering two powerful
services, each at an incredible value.

Call Now!
1-800-872-0180
Offer Ends Friday May 18

• Download music and video at speeds up to 3x faster
than standard DSL and 100x faster than dial-up
• FREE comprehensive online security so you, and
your computer, are protected
• Enjoy fantastic free features like Road Runner Radio
and Road Runner Video Channel
*Offer expires on Friday, May 18th, 2007. Offer limited to new Time Warner Cable customers in the San Diego/Desert Cities division. All services and offer may not be available in all areas. Subject to change without notice. Additional charges apply for optional services
not included in packages. Time Warner Cable reserves the right to discontinue any feature or offer at any time. Prices exclude applicable taxes. Offer is not transferable and may not be combined with any other offer. Savings based on regular monthly pricing and services
taken. After 12 month promotional period, regular monthly rate in effect at that time will apply. Some restrictions apply. After 12 month promotional period, customer must notify Time Warner Cable if he/she does not wish to continue service. $33 each per month pricing
is for Classic Cable or Road Runner Standard level. Speeds may vary. Speed claims based on Road Runner maximum download speed of 5 Mbps versus DSL standard speed of 1.5 Mbps and dial-up speed of 28k and 56k. Converter charges extra. To receive all services,
Digital Cable, remote and lease of a Digital set-top box are required. Some services are not available to Cable Card customers. Standard installation charges apply. To qualify for the 12 months free Showtime offer, customer must order and install home phone service.
Other restrictions apply. Please call for details.

Observations
May 18, 2007

DO’S & DON’TS

BUS SCHEDULE

DO’s

Buses begin running at
3:30 p.m. and every half
hour afterward.

Bring your own lawn chair.
Bring Sunscreen.
Bring water.

DON’TS
No outside alcohol (Anheuser Busch products will be
sold for $1.75 and Smirnoff for $2.50.)
No Pets.
No Weapons including pocket knives - they will be confiscated.
No video recording equipment.
No professional cameras.
*Items are subject to search.

EXTRAS
Suckerpunch Sally’s will have custom Choppers on
display.
Kevyn Major Howard and his memorial cars will
be on display.

PICK UP POINTS
Ocotillo Housing
1. Berkley Avenue in front of
Ocotillo Exchange
2.Corner of Upshur Avenue
and Daly Street
3. Corner of Ashurst and
Lejeune Circle
4. Corner of Lejeune Circle
and Berkley Avenue

Adobe Flats and Marine
Palms
1. On the shoulder of the road
near the corner of Condor and
Argos
2. In the dirt lot on the right
of Plant and Elm Streets

Joshua Heights/Shadow
Mountain/Condor Housing
1. On Saddleback near Bullion
2. On the corner of Bullion
and Gate Hill
3. On the corner of Gate Hill
and Cottontail

801 Housing
1. Just passed the entrance to
801 Housing on the corner of
Two Mile Road
2. On the corner of Joe Davis
Road and Joe Davis Road
3. On the corner of Joe Davis
Road and Desert Knoll Road
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NASD fines Fidelity broker dealers
$400k for misleading military personnel
NASD PRESS RELEASE

Washington, D.C. - National
Association of Securities
Dealers announced May 8 that
it has fined two Fidelity brokerdealers $400,000 for preparing
and distributing misleading
sales literature promoting
Fidelity’s Destiny I and II
Systematic Investment Plans,
which were sold primarily to
U.S.
military
personnel.
Issuance and sales of new systematic investment plans (also

known as periodic payment
plans), which typically require
investors to make a fixed number of monthly payments over
a 10- to 15-year period, were
prohibited by Congress last fall.
Previously sold plans remain in
force. As part of the settlement, for the next five years,
the two broker-dealers - Fidelity
investments
Institutional
Services Company, Inc., of
Smithfield, R.I. and Fidelity
Distributors Corporation of
Boston - are required to notify

Destiny Plan holders who want
to increase their investments in
existing Destiny Plans that
additional shares of the underlying fund can be purchased
outside the Destiny Plans without paying the additional creation and sales charges of up to
50 percent on the first year’s
payments.
“NASD’s advertising rules
are designed to protect
investors by prohibiting misleading sales literature and
other misleading communica-

tions,” said James S. Shorris,
NASD
Executive
Vice
President and Head of
Enforcement. “In this case, the
Fidelity Destiny Plans were
sold using various performance
charts and data that presented a
misleading picture of the plans’
performance. These failures
were aggravated by the fact that
the plans were sold primarily to
military personnel, who often
have limited time to study the
marketing materials for investment products. And these particular products involve complex or unique features that
may not be fully understood by
the customers to whom they
are offered or by the brokers
who recommend them.”
NASD found that between
January 2003 and January 2006,
the two broker-dealers violated
NASD advertising rules by
preparing and distributing various pieces of misleading sales
literature. For instance, from
May 2003 through January
2006, the Fidelity broker-dealers prepared and distributed a
brochure entitled “Time is
Money” that included misleading performance claims about
the Destiny Plans. According
to “mountain charts” contained in the brochures,
Destiny Plans significantly out-

performed the S&P 500 Index
over a 30-year period. But during the most recent 10- and 15year periods-the time frame
most relevant to current and
prospective investors - Destiny
Plans substantially underperformed the S&P 500 Index.
The 30-year time period
masked the underperformance
of the Destiny Plans over the
most recent 15 years.
The brochures also showed
Destiny Plans’ average annual
total returns for 1,5 and 10
years as well as the life of the
Plan, without showing comparable returns for the S&P 500
Index. Again, this created the
misleading impression that
Destiny outperformed the
S&P 500 Index throughout the
periods shown.
The comparable S&P 500
Index average annual total
returns would have shown that
the S&P 500 Index significantly outperformed Destiny during the more current time periods. Finally, the broker-dealers
used the performance of
Destiny Plan Class O shares in
these charts, when new Plan
investors could only purchase
Class N shares. Class N shares
did not perform as well as
Class O shares because of
higher ongoing expenses. The

broker-dealers prepared and
sent over 10,000 copies of
these brochures to Destiny
retail brokers or their registered representatives to use
them with both prospective
investors as well as current
Plan holders.
NASD also found that in
May 2003, the Fidelity brokerdealers prepared and distributed a misleading Destiny
newsletter to over 325,000
Destiny Plan holders. The
newsletter included a mountain
chart showing Destiny I Plan
performance. While the chart
showed Plan performance,
Fidelity disclosed the average
annual total returns for the
underlying mutual fund portfolio, rather than for the Plan.
Because Plan holders paid a 50
percent upfront sales charge
on each of the first year’s payments and a continuing sales
charge on each additional payment until plan payments were
completed, the average annual
total returns for the Plans were
significantly lower than that of
the underlying funds.
NASD further found that
Fidelity did not adequately
supervise the review of this
Destiny sales literature in light
of the unusual features of the
Destiny products.
The $400,000 fine will be
paid to the NASD Investor
Education Foundation (a taxexempt, non-profit organization) to help fund its Military
Financial Education Campaign,
launched in February 2006.
The
NASD
Investor
Education Foundation will use
the funds to support educational programs, materials and
research to equip members of
the United States military and
their families with the knowledge and skills necessary to
make informed financial decisions.More information about
the ongoing, global campaign
can be found at http://
www.saveandinvest.org
Fidelity
Investments
Institutional
Services
Company
and
Fidelity
Distributors Corporation settled the action without admitting or denying the charges,
but consented to the entry of
NASD’s findings.
Investors can obtain more
information about, and the disciplinary record of, any
NASD-registered broker or
brokerage firm by using
NASD’s BrokerCheck.
NASD makes BrokerCheck
available at no charge. In 2006,
members of the public used
this service to conduct more
than 4.7 million searches for
existing brokers or firms and
requested more than 207,000
reports in cases where disclosable information existed on a
broker or firm. Investors can
link directly to BrokerCheck at
www.nasd.com/brokercheck.
Investors can also access this
service by calling (800) 289-9999.
NASD is the leading private-sector provider of financial regulatory services, dedicated to investor protection
and market integrity through
effective and efficient regulation and complementary compliance and technology-based
services. NASD touches virtually every aspect of the securities business - from registering
and educating all industry participants, to examining securities firms, enforcing both
NASD rules and the federal
securities laws, and administering the largest dispute resolution forum for investors and
registered firms. For more
information, please visit our
Web site at www.nasd.com.
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HEAT CONDITION
FLAG COLORS
GREEN
80 ° – 84.9 °*

Movies and recreation
for the upcoming week
at the Sunset Cinema

Exercise can be conducted and discretion is required for all heavy exercise
unless acclimatized to desert conditions.

Y E L L OW
85 ° – 87.9 °*
Strenuous exercise and activity must be
reduced for new, un-acclimatized personnel during the first three weeks of
heat exposure. Avoid outside classes.

All unit PT must
have water available

RED
88 ° – 89.9 °*
Strenuous exercise must be halted
or reduced for Marines and Sailors
who haven’t had up to 12 weeks to
acclimatize.

For current Heat
Condition Flag status,
call 830-2190.

BLAC K
90 °* – ABOV E

*According to the Wet Bulb Globe
Temperature index

All outdoor activities and training
must be suspended. Weather conditions are too dangerous for exercise or
movement outside.

To d ay
6 p.m.
The Hills Have Eyes 2 (R)
9 p.m.
Shooter (R)

M o n d ay
7 p.m.
Dead Silence (R)
Tu e s d ay
7 p.m.
Blades of Glory

S a t u rd ay
(PG-13)
4 p.m.
We d n e s d ay
“We Salute You
Celebration” at Victory Field 7 p.m.
(No Movie)
The Last Mimzy (PG)
S u n d ay
2 p.m.
Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles (PG)
6 p.m.
The Hills Have Eyes 2 (R)
9 p.m.
Shooter (R)

T h u r s d ay
7 p.m.
Shooter (R)

Desert Hot Springs High School
seeks JROTC instructor
The Marine Corps is seeking a recently
retired, or soon-to-be retired, staff noncommissioned officer to teach Marine
Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps students at Desert Hot Springs
High School in Desert Hot Springs, Calif.,
starting this summer. Applicants for this
full-time position must enjoy working with
teens and have a desire to develop the
leadership potential of his or her students.
Retirees looking to “take it easy” should
look elsewhere. MCJROTC Instructors
dedicate extensive time and effort to the
mentorship of America’s youth.
Basic qualifications include: retired

SNCO, within the past three years, with at
least 20 years of active duty service, a high
school diploma, a minimum GT score of
100 on the Armed Services Vocational
Aptitude Battery, a competitive military
record, and be physically qualified according to Marine Corps standards. A complete list of requirements, applications,
application procedures and background
information on the program can be located on the internet at http://www.
mcjrotc.org. Interested parties should contact retired Lt. Col. Lewke, the Desert Hot
Springs senior Marine instructor at 2887088 for more details about the position.

CONSTRUCTION LOANS
SPEC BUILDERS WANTED / NO MONTHLY PAYMENT
LOT + CONSTRUCTION = TOTAL LOAN

CALL 1-800-270-6855
WWW.CONTRACTORSFINANCIAL.COM
CONTRACTORS FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

TWENTYNINE PALMS
5984 Adobe Rd.
(next to Santana’s Mexican Food)

(760)

367-0359

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

OBSERVATION P O S T

ADVERTISING
IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
REALLY WORK!
•

CALL OUR
CLASSIFIED
GIRLS AND
TURN THOSE
UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO

CASH!

367-3577

Your Community
Newspaper

Working to serve
you better!
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Y THE YUCCA VALLEY AUTO GROUP
B
K ER
C
B AS T O MN D
CHRYSLER,
DODGE,
JEEP,
A
CU EM
D
FORD, SUZUKI

3

Event starts Friday at 8:00 am & ends
Sunday or until all vehicles are sold!
This Weekend Car Shoppers Can

Save Big With NO Haggling.

$19
DOWN
DELIVERS*

Yucca Valley Chrysler Center, Yucca
Valley Ford Center and Yucca Valley
Suzuki have combined resources in an
attempt to sell off it’s excess inventory.
Last year’s 0% APR new car financing
programs have resulted in a large
number of local trade-ins. Add to this an
abundance of lease returns plus an influx
of late model rental vehicles and Yucca
Valley Chrysler Center, Yucca Valley Ford
Center and Yucca Valley Suzuki is
overstocked with used car inventory.
During this 3 day event, Yucca Valley
Chrysler Center, Yucca Valley Ford
Center and Yucca Valley Suzuki will sell
over 100 used vehicles in our inventory

below Kelley Blue Book. The latest
edition of the Kelley Blue Book will be
available and over 100 vehicles will be
clearly marked with prices below Kelley
Blue Book. It is so easy to save
thousands on the used vehicle you’ve
been looking for.
Choose from over 100 cars, trucks, vans
and sport vehicles in popular makes and
models...foreign and domestic. And
many vehicles are still covered under
factory warranty! Terms and conditions
available, see dealer for details.
Don’t pass up on this unbelievable
opportunity. Rain or Shine this sale
absolutely ends Sunday Night!

Examples Below Kelley Blue Book

03 FORD F350
07 NISSAN ARMADA
SALE IS
OPEN TO 04 SATURN ION
EVERYONE 03 HONDA ELEMENT
EXCEPT: 04 CHEVY SILVERADO
purchasing 00 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE
05 TOYOTA CORROLA
agents,
wholesalers, 06 MITSUBISHI RAIDER
dealers or
00 CADILLA DEVILLE
professional 06 DODGE MAGNUM
resellers.
04 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

#C93431
#702246
#100640
#045357
#202082
#461611
#414524
#540572
#178665
#494440
#009991

05 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE
04 NISSAN SENTRA
04 CHEVY SUBURBAN
04 TOYOTA AVALON
05 DODGE NEON
06 MAZDA 3
05 KIA RIO
98 INFINITI I30
05 FORD RANGER

#005642
#865346
#199753
#354879
#159895
#450939
#244243
#602784
#A31321

(#124492)

KELLY BLUE BOOK PRICE $4,810
50% Off
Sale
Price

$

2,405

$19 DOWN
$53.38 per month**
**At 60 months at 8.99%A.P.R., on approved credit. Sale price 2,405
$19 down denotes down payment, subject to lender approval, and credit worthiness.
Exact rate and term varies by vehicles. Plus government fees & taxes, any finance
charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge.

FRI.

50%

OFF

SUZUKI STORE LOCATION

2 at this discount

MAY 18TH
8 AM - 8 PM

19TH
SAT. MAY
9 AM -7 PM

9 AM - 7 PM

20TH
SUN. MAY
10 AM - 6 PM

6.74%**
APR

LONG-TERM
FINANCING ON
SELECTED MODELS
ON APPROVED ABOVE
AVERAGE CREDIT

Appraisers will be
present to take
trade-ins during the
sale. To effect
quick trade-in
values, guests
should bring the
title or current
payment book. Bank
and finance
representatives will
be available to
assist buyers in
securing optimum
finance rates and
conditions.

‘01 KIA

SPORTAGE

RETAIL
KELLEY BLUE
BOOK
MAY - JUNE
2007

ONE EXCLUSIVE LOCATION
SALE
IS
AT
THE
W
E
N

MAY 19TH

Lender approval required
on all applications.
Not everyone will qualify.

COME BY AND SAVE

THREE GIANT DEALERSHIPS

SAT.

8 AM - 8 PM

BRING US YOUR PAY
STUB & PHONE BILL

HALF PRICE!
• Local Trade
• Great Shape

MAY 18TH

✔ BANKRUPTCY
✔ REPOSSESSION
✔ BAD CREDIT
✔ 1ST TIME BUYER

INCLUDING USED VEHICLES AT

THUNDERBIRD

FRI.

CREDIT PROBLEMS?

MAY - JUNE 2007 KELLEY BLUE BOOK*

97 FORD

DAYS
ONLY!

• 4x4
• Local Trade

(#624747)

KELLY BLUE BOOK PRICE $6,530
50% Off
Sale
Price

$

3,265

$19 DOWN
$67.76 per month**
**At 60 months at 8.99%A.P.R., on approved credit. Sale price $3,265
$19 down denotes down payment, subject to lender approval, and credit worthiness.
Exact rate and term varies by vehicles. Plus government fees & taxes, any finance
charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge.

20TH
SUN.MAY
10 AM - 6PM

Yucca Valley Suzuki

Yucca Valley
Center

56916 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY, CA.

(760) 228-1818

(760) 369-7151

(760) 365-2353

* Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. Offer ends close of business
5/20/07. Photos are for illustration purposes only. *On approved credit. *Kelley Blue Book Retail. **On approved credit, must have 730 FICO score or better to qualify.

