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Eight Marines escorted
payroll. This was the

first recorded action of
the Continental

Marines.
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The San Bernardino First District
County Supervisor visited the
Combat Center May 17.

Brad Mitzelfelt visited with the
Combat Center commanding general,
Brig. Gen. Melvin G. Spiese, and was
briefed on current military opera-
tions and training programs here that
prepare Marines and sailors in sup-
port of the Global War on the
Radical Islamic Movement.

Mitzelfelt was elected Jan. 10 as
the First District Supervisor to serve
the remaining two years of the four-
year position when the previous
supervisor was appointed as the
County Assessor.

Mitzelfelt, who is up for re-election
in 2008 served active duty time as a
Marine in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
during Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm in 1990 and 1991.

Mitzelfelt said he was pleased to
have a chance to sit down with the

commanding general and learn more
about how far the Marine Corps has
come since his days in the service.

“I was invited by the general for an
office call and was so happy that we
could get acquainted,” said Mitzelfelt.
adding that the visit will help commu-
nication and coordination between
the base and the community.

By holding Marine Corps values
and standards in high regards,
Mitzelfelt said he has plans for
improving the quality of life  in the San
Bernardino County by calling attention
to several issues in the community.

He has created specific strategies
for repairing major community trou-
bles, including improvement of
roads and transportation infrastruc-
ture, wiping out identification theft,
increasing public safety, omitting
vandalism, getting rid of illegal
dumping, ousting gang activity and
establishing long-term county fire
departments.

District County Supervisor visits Combat Center

‘We Salute You’ Tour a ‘barn burner’

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Sgt. Johnnylee W. Francisco, an explosive ordnance disposal technician, explains the different ways
insurgents can hide imporvised explosive devices in abandoned vehicles to San Bernardino District
Supervisor Brad Mitzelfelt May 17.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

BBiigg  aanndd  RRiicchh  lliitt  uupp  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  sskkyy  SSaattuurrddaayy  dduurriinngg  tthhee  WWee  SSaalluuttee  YYoouu  22000077  ccoonncceerrtt  aatt  VViiccttoorryy  FFiieelldd.. SSeeee  BB11
ffoorr  ffuullll  ssttoorryy  aanndd  pphhoottooss..

See SUPERVISOR, A7



CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk
“How are you honoring Memorial Day

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak 
are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.
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The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way
connected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under
exclusive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This
commercial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
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Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
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7TH MARINE REG.

“I’m bringing my family up to
Twentynine Palms since I

have one day off.”
“Hanging out with

friends and remem-
bering those who have gone
before us.”

“Remembering those
who served, and pray-

ing for those who are serving.
And attending church.”

What’s on your mind?
Centerspeak welcomes questions or submis-
sions from service members, Department of
Defense civilians and family members.

Call Cpl. Evan M. Eagan at
830-5472

Or e-mail to:
evan.eagan@usmc.mil

NNAAVVYY  LLTT..  CCHHRRIISS  EE..  HHEESSTTEERR  

AVTB (AMPHIBIOUS VEHICLE

TEST BRANCH)

SSGGTT..  RROOGGEERR  LL..  PPEETTEERRSSEENN

3/5 PENDLETON

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  RROOBBEERRTT  GGAARRNNIICCAA

Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office Crime Prevention Section

The following services are available to on-base personnel and residents through Crime
Prevention: literature, briefs, education, crime assessments, safety tips, the Stranger Danger
program, McGruff the Crime Dog, the Officer Friendly program, the Property Marking pro-
gram, and the Child Identification and Fingerprinting program. For more information call
Crime Prevention, 830-6094/5457.

C.O.P. Corner
Community

Oriented Policing
The proactive voice of crime prevention

Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office Crime Prevention Section

SSeemmppeerrttoooonnss By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf

Holiday travel
With a holiday weekend coming up, there will be many people going home to spend time

with family and friends, or just to get off base to hang out.

With so many people leaving, traffic will increase on the roadway. Are you prepared for the

weekend getaway? Is your vehicle stocked with the proper protective equipment? 

Here is a little list of some of the things you should keep in your vehicle in case of an acci-

dent or a break down.

1. First aid kit 

2. Road side flares

3. Jumper cables

4. Blanket

5. Flashlights

6. Rain poncho

7. Fire extinguisher

8. Packaged food  

Preparing for the worst puts your mind at ease so you can have a safe and enjoyable holiday.

Ensure you check your supplies at least yearly for any damage or replacement it may need.

For more information about vehicle safety you can check out the Web site: http://family-

fun.go.com/parenting/child/health/checklist/dony119hea_lists_/

The good news is that while
on active duty, Uncle Sam
has substantial benefits in
place for survivors.
However, a thorough knowl-
edge of these benefits is
required as most will have to
be applied for by survivors.
This knowledge will allow
you to know your family is
protected even in these times
of great uncertainty.

For example, if an E-6
with 10 years of service dies
in the line of duty and leaves
behind a widow and two
small children, what monthly
income would that family be
eligible to receive? The
answer is approximately
$3,751 per month or $45,012
in the first year. A large por-
tion of this income is tax-
exempt and all of the
income is subject to annual
cost-of-living increases. If
this surprises you, then read
the rest of this article to edu-
cate yourself on your sur-
vivor benefits.

Important Reminder:
Your survivors must apply

for most of these benefits.
Meaning: No application -

No benefits!
Message: The entire fami-

ly must also understand
these important benefits.

For an active-duty death,
benefits are received from
three principle sources: the
Department of Defense, the
Department of Veterans
Affairs, and the Social
Security Administration. All
benefit amounts are increased
yearly and current benefits are
always posted on the  Navy
Mutual Aid Association’s
website (click on Services,
then click on Federal Benefits
Information).

Department of Defense:
Immediate financial support.
In the event of death on
active duty, a Casualty
Assistance Calls Officer will
be assigned to assist the fam-
ily. The CACO will facilitate
the procurement of a check
for $100,000, the fallen
hero’s compensation, to help
with immediate financial
needs. This amount is totally

tax exempt and is normally
provided within 24 to 72
hours after death.

Additional benefits pro-
vided by the Department of
Defense are housing and
medical. If the family is liv-
ing in government quarters
at the time of death, they
may remain there for 180
days rent free. After that, it
is up to the base comman-
der’s discretion whether to
allow the family to remain
in housing for an additional
short period of time.
However, after 180 days,
the family will be charged
fair market rent. If not in
government quarters, the
family will receive a lump
sum equal to 180 days
worth of Basic Allowance
for Housing.

The family continues to
receive medical and dental
services in an active-duty
dependent status for three
years. After that they can
elect to enroll in the TRI-
CARE system just like a
retiree’s family.

Protecting the Homefront:
DOD Death Benefits 

Effective immediately, staff noncommissioned
officers and officers wishing to write a third
party citation can access the form on the
Combat Center's homepage at https://
www.29palms.usmc.mil.

After downloading and filling out the form,
the third party must bring the form to the
Provost Marshal's Office at Bldg. 1408 for fil-
ing. The form will be reviewed by the traffic
court clerks and any questions regarding the
incident will be clarified. The services officer or
chief will have the final say regarding any Tthird
party citation.

Once the alleged offender is identified,
they will be issued a traffic citation by the
Provost Marshal’s Office. The complainant
will be notified of the assigned traffic court
date and will be required to appear and pro-
vide testimony. Personal information of the
alleged violation will not be provided to the
complainant. Individuals should not violate
any traffic regulations in order to obtain the

information required to fill out a third party
citation, nor should they confront the viola-
tor. Collection of the required information
and reporting the incident via the Third
Party Citation form is the most expedient
means of handling the incident. In the near
future, the reporting party will be able to
send the form to the traffic court clerks via
e-mail from the homepage.

Third party citations will normally be written
only at the request of SNCOs and officers,
however, the PMO services officer or chief may
authorize third party citations at the request of
civilian employees, dependent spouses and ser-
geants and below on a case by case basis.

Third party Ccitations will only be written for
significant violations such as:

a. Speeding 
b. Reckless Driving 
c. Failure to wear protective clothing or

safety equipment while on a motorcycle, or 
d. Failure to wear a seatbelt.

Third Party Citations



HOT

TOPICS

DDEEAADDLLIINNEE  TTOO

CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE  VVIISSTTAA

DDEELL  SSOOLL  HHOOUUSSIINNGG

SSUURRVVEEYY
Vista del Sol Resident Surveys
have been mailed. Let us know
how we are doing and how we
can do better. Please take the
time to complete the survey
and return it no later than May
31.

SSTTOOPP  SSIIGGNN

CCHHAANNGGEEDD  AATT

BBOOUURRKKEE  AANNDD

BBRROOWWNN  
The number of stop signs on
Brown Road has been
decreased to improve traffic
flow across Mainside during
the Del Valle Road repaving
project. The stop signs at the
First, Third, Fourth, Seventh,
Eighth and Ninth Street inter-
sections of Brown Road will
be removed to decrease the
stop and go traffic. The four-
way stop signs will remain at
the intersections of Fifth and
Sixth Streets in the vicinity of
the Marine Corps Exchange.
Stop signs have been added at
the intersections of Bourke
and First, Third, and Fifth
Streets to stop East and West
traffic and allow thru traffic in
the North and South direction.
Please be attentive to all traffic
control signs.

CCAALLLL  883300--33333333//33333344  OORR

883300--FFIIRREE  FFRROOMM  YYOOUURR

CCEELLLL  PPHHOONNEE  TTOO

RREEPPOORRTT

EEMMEERRGGEENNCCIIEESS  OONN

BBAASSEE
There has been an increase in
personnel reporting emergen-
cies at the Combat Center by
dialing 9-1-1 from their cell
phones. This is a reminder that
reporting emergencies occur
on base from a cell phone
should be reported by calling
830-3333, 830-3334 or 830-
FIRE. These are dedicated
emergency reporting lines that
are processed in the same way

as a 9-1-1 call. Failure to report
an emergency at MCAGCC
from your cell phone using one
of the dedicated emergency
lines may result in an unneces-
sary delay of emergency
response due to long distance
routing of cellular 9-1-1 calls.
Please post this information in
all Combat Center working
and living spaces. To report an
emergency from a traditional
hard line phone you should still
call 9-1-1.

TTRRIICCAARREE  RREEMMIINNDDEERR::

AAVVOOIIDD  UUNNNNEECCEESSSSAARRYY

HHEEAALLTTHH  CCAARREE  CCOOSSTTSS
Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital
beneficiaries are required to
call 830-2752 during normal
working hours or 830-2190
after hours to request authori-
zation for treatment at an out
of the area hospital or urgent
care center. Failure to follow
this procedure could cause the
patient to be financially
responsible for the point of
service costs.

NNEEWW  HHOOUURRSS  FFOORR

OOCCOOTTIILLLLOO  GGAATTEE

The Ocotillo Gate will be
open from 5 a.m. until 8
p.m. during the Del Valle
Road repaving project.

MMCCAAGGCCCC  FFIINNAANNCCEE

OOFFFFIICCEE  CCLLOOSSEESS

PPEERRMMAANNEENNTTLLYY

The Twentynine Palms
Finance Office will close
permanently May 31. IPAC
will be the point of contact
for all active duty questions.
The DTS Help Desk and
Collection Services Counter
will remain open and acces-
sible through the hatch on
the Fifth Street side of
Bldg. 1521. The hatch is
marked DTS Help Desk.

The points of contact are
Grace Lebda, 830-3796,
Maria King, 830-8608,
Suzanna Hatter, 830-3130
and Cpl. Russo 830-3130.
• All active duty inquiries
should be directed to IPAC.
• MyPay PIN’s can be
obtained at IPAC from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• All civilian travel inquiries
should be directed to the
DTS Help Desk.
• All collections should be
turned in at the DTS Help
Desk.
• All Montgomery G.I. Bill
buy-ups should be turned in
at the DTS Help Desk.

LEISURE
ITEMS

NNEEWW  GGYYMM  HHOOUURRSS

Mon-Fri      5 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sat-Sun       8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Holidays     8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Changes were made to
weekend and holiday hours.
We will be open two hours
later than before.

DDRRMMOO  CCLLOOSSEEDD

The Defense Reutilization
and Marketing Service/
Defense Reutilization and
Marketing Office located at
Bldg. 1102-T1 will be closed
through May 29. The office
will re-open May 30.

PPRROOTTEESSTTAANNTT

LLIITTUURRGGIICCAALL

SSEERRVVIICCEE  AATT

CCHHRRIISSTT  CCHHAAPPEELL

We are pleased to announce
a Liturgical service on
Sundays, beginning June 3 at

11:00 a.m. in the East Wing
of Christ Chapel. Pastor
Gerald Garrett will lead the
service, which will include
familiar Scriptural liturgy,
songs, and lessons applied to
life’s situations. If you have
questions, please contact the
RMD at 830-6304.

OOFFFFIICCEERR  AANNDD  SSNNCCOO

PPOOOOLL  BBYY  TTHHEE

OOFFFFIICCEERRSS  CCLLUUBB

WWIILLLL  NNOOWW  BBEE  OOPPEENN

FFOORR  MMOORRNNIINNGG  LLAAPP

SSWWIIMM  
The officer and staff noncom-
missioned officer pool by the
Officer’s Club is open for
morning lap swim from 6 to 8
a.m., Monday through Friday.
For any question please call the
Aquatics Program Manager at
830-6212.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT MMAAYY 2255,,  22000077 AA33

SPA SALE

BIG BEAR CONVENTION CENTER
Corner of Division and Big Bear Blvd.

Saturday
26th
10 - 5

BEAR LAKE SPA CO.
(909) 878-0052

Come in and take advantage 
of Hotsprings’ exclusive
“30 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY” SPECIAL
Terms: $30 down/$30 month 
for one year
no interest OAC.

Hurry in
select
models

available

annual

Sunday
27th
10 - 5

Monday
28th
10 - 3

HUGE
SAVINGS ON

ALL SPAS ON DISPLAY!

 Your Community Newspapers

 Working to Serve You Better!

 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

 Windwalkers Windwalkers
 Pottery & Home Decor

 GIGANTIC MEMORIAL 
 WEEKEND SALE!!!

 Thursday, May 24th - Monday, May 28th

 All Landscape Pottery -   20% OFF 20% OFF
 All Water Features -   20% OFF 20% OFF

 Decorate your home with glazed and 
 rustic, colorful, affordable, quality 

 pottery from
 Wind Walkers  in Joshua Tree. Wind Walkers

 61731 29 Palms Highway

 kimi grill

 The Exclusive Sushi Bar
 in the Morongo Basin

 JAPANESE RESTAURANT

 Now open at the Yucca Inn
 Lunch–11:30-2:30  Dinner–5:30-10:00pm

 Closed Sunday
 Daily lunch Specials, Takeout  & Catering

 Banquet Room available
 760-369-1122

RROOMMAANN  CCAATTHHOOLLIICC  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy  CChhaappeell

Sun 7:30 a.m.Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m. Faith Formation/CCD (Bldg1551)
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of Catholic Women (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth Group
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult Group
18-35 years of age married or single 
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m. Exposition/ Adoration Most Blessed
Sacrament (1st Friday Each Month)
HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff OObblliiggaa ttiioonn  MMaasssseess

11:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel
11:30 a.m. Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital

VVIILLLLAAGGEE  CCEENNTTEERR

Sun 9 a.m. Military Council of Catholic Women*
Sun 9 a.m. Faith Formation/CCD 

NNOONN--DDEENNOOMMIINNAATTIIOONNAALL  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*

LLAAYY--LLEEDD  IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT  BBAAPPTTIISSTT  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

Sun 11 a.m. Worship

LLAAYY--LLEEDD  GGOOSSPPEELL  SSEERRVVIICCEE

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship

MMIIDD--WWEEEEKK  EEVVEENNTTSS

MMOONNDDAAYY

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy  CChhaappeell

Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic Mass

TTUUEESSDDAAYY

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy  CChhaappeell

5 – 7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(Second Tuesday of the month)
4 – 5:30 p.m. Children’s RCIA
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st Tuesday each Month

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

9 a.m. Christian Women Fellowship* 
CC&&EE  MMeessss  HHaallll  BBllddgg  11666600  

11:30 a.m. Bible Study 
Chaplain Flint 830-6187

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY

VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr

11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in the Prayer Room 
Chaplain Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. Right of Christian Initiation for Adults* 
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell

5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Pre-Service Food/Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Service

11SSTT  TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY  EEAACCHH  MMOONNTTHH

7 p.m. Knights of Columbus

LLEEGGEENNDD
*Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for Confessions by calling 830-
6456/6646
# Resumes Fall 2006

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP



CCPPLL..  BBRRIIAANN  AA..  TTUUTTHHIILLLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

HAWTHORNE ARMY
AMMUNITION DEPOT,
Nev. – Marines and sailors with
Embedded Trainer Teams
from 3rd Marine Division tak-
ing part in Mountain Viper
Afghanistan predeployment
training received first-hand
experience pushing their
humvees to the physical limits
as part of the Rough Terrain
Driving Course here.

All seven ETTs spend three
days with Back Country
Driving School instructors in
the rugged, rocky mountains
above Hawthorne, Nev.,
which many say mimics as
closely as possible the various
environments of Afghanistan.
BCDS employs the crawl,
walk, run philosophy by
beginning in small sand dunes
the first day and culminating
with near-rollover angles over
uneven rocky trails, said Will
Leaman, a trainer and presi-
dent of BCDS who has more
than 20 years of off-road driv-
ing experience.

Over three days, the
Marines and sailors learn to
maintain their vehicles, per-
form emergency and routine
repairs, recover stuck vehicles,
drive at night with the aid of
night vision goggles, and get
behind the wheel of the same
armored vehicles they will
drive while overseas.

“The night drive was the
hardest part out here for me,”
said Seaman Ernesto Cano, a
hospital corpsman with ETT
4-2 and a 20-year-old San

Antonio native who on day
three did not seem phased by
tilting his vehicle sideways
nearly 30 degrees while driving.
“Using night vision goggles,
your vision is reduced to a pin-
hole, your depth perception
goes out the window, and you
have to be much more pre-
pared mentally.”

Leaman’s 12-man training
team instructs two ETTs at a
time during the course, with
one instructor in each vehicle.
No Marine or sailor is spared
the white-knuckle experi-
ences of getting behind the
wheel here.

“A lot of people get nerv-
ous their first time when all
they can see is hood and sky in
front of them,” said Leaman.
“We are mostly hoping to give
them familiarity behind the
wheel to learn the hands-on
characteristics, to learn the
capabilities and limitations of
the vehicles, the mechanical
limitations to avoid break-
downs, and the handling limita-
tions to avoid rollovers.”

In only three days of
behind-the-wheel training,
Leaman said he and his team
of off-roading professionals
always see major improve-
ments in the confidence and
abilities of their students.
Those in a vehicle learn to
work together, where the gun-
ner in the turret often
becomes the eyes of the driv-
er when the angle of travel is
too extreme or a space is
impossibly close on either side
of the humvee.

Leaman’s BCDS team also
trained Marine ETTs last year

before they deployed to sup-
port the Afghan National
Army. Last year the teams
came to the school’s headquar-
ters in Virginia, but he said
here at Hawthorne there is a
dramatic improvement in real-
ism for the units.

“Last year the ANA teams
came to us,” Leaman said.
“Last year we didn’t have
access to humvees, so we
used civilian SUV’s instead.
Now with Mountain Viper it’s
so much better because they
are in the vehicle they will be
driving there in the same type
of terrain.”

With the new M1114 up-
armored humvees, more
weight is put on the original
chassis than before. In
Afghanistan, avoiding acci-
dents and breakdowns by
properly dealing with the
added weight can make the dif-
ference between mission
accomplishment or becoming
a target on the road.

“The words ‘gentle’ and
‘fragile’ are not typically in a
Marine’s vocabulary, but these
trucks are fragile because they
weigh so much and you have
to be gentle with them or you
can break them,” said James S.
Asti, vice president and direc-
tor of training for BCDS.
“And if you break them,
you’re a target.”

But with the training the
ETTs have received from
BCDS, Marines and sailors like
Cano can accomplish their
mission with the skills, knowl-
edge and confidence to drive
and thrive nearly anywhere on
Earth in almost any terrain.

AA44  MMAAYY 2255,,  22000077 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

Mountain Viper ETTs pushed to extreme
during Rough Terrain Driving Course

CCPPLL.. BBRRIIAANN  AA.. TTUUTTHHIILLLL

A vehicle with Embedded Training Team 4-2 drives through tough mountain trails Tuesday as
part of the Mountain Viper rough-terrain driving course. The ETTs practiced pushing their
armored humvees to the physical limit while driving in terrain very similar to what they will
experience while deployed to Afghanistan.

CCPPLL.. BBRRIIAANN  AA.. TTUUTTHHIILLLL

Vehicles with Embedded Training Team 4-2 drive up rough trails Tuesday as part of the
Mountain Viper rough-terrain driving course.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  KKAATTEELLYYNN  AA..
KKNNAAUUEERR
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

“With a magazine of 10
rounds load,” echoed from
the speakers at the rifle range
May 7 as the first group of
Marines prepared to shoot the
course of fire on the newly
renovated range.

The range had been closed
down since Nov. 10, due to a
$3.2 million modification and
improvement project.

“The primary focus was
supportability of the new
Marine Corps Combat
Marksmanship program,”
said Chief Warrant Officer 3
Clint Bickle, officer-in-
charge at the range. “The
Marine Corps Combat
Marksmanship program
calls for live fire from the
100- and 25-yard lines for
table II (Basic Combat
Marksmanship). These yard
lines didn’t exist, but now
they do.”

Along with the new 25- and
100-yard lines, the range also
resurfaced all firing berms
from the 200- to the 1,000-
yard line. The range also
received a new public
announcement system on the
telephone poles, which also
serve as range flag poles, new
carriages for the targets in the
pit area and asphalt access
roads on both sides of the
range going to the pits, an area
where Marines mark shots on
targets safely behind a berm.

While this was the first
range in months, the range per-
sonnel and shooters did have
some setbacks.

“The range ran a little
longer then we expected,” said
Cpl. Ryan Brase, pistol line
tower noncommissioned offi-
cer. “Since it was the first range
it went a little rough. We have a
lot of new guys coaching who
need to get into the groove of
how things work.”

Sgt. David Rohrich, com-
bat marksmanship instructor,
agrees.

“We had a lot of Marines
out there for the first time due
to the range being closed down
for so long. The new crew will
have to learn how things run
now, but they will develop
quickly,” he said.

Along with the range run-
ning longer, shooters also had
to deal with unforeseen prob-
lems both in the pits with the
new target carriages and at the
500 yard line with the new
black asphalt.

The range was a little unor-
ganized and confusing in the
beginning to some Marines,
such as Lance Cpl. Nataly
Salguero, a combat illustrator.

“The first day, the carriages
were almost impossible to
move with the new chains and
the wind. They got gradually
better as the range went on,”
she said about her experience
as a member of this first range
detail. “Along with confusion
and the carriages, the 500-yard
line slow fire went horrible
because it involved lying in the
prone position after the black

asphalt had baked all day in the
desert sun.”

While black top may not
seem like an ideal surface in
the desert, range personnel
say they have their reasons
for it being used versus
lighter cements.

“Black top will alleviate any
serious wind and rain erosion,”
said Bickle. “Additionally, black
top allows for distinct mark-
ings of firing points, ready lines
and firing lines.”

To alleviate problems the
range encountered with the
black top, rubberized pads in
desert colors are being affixed
to each firing point. These four
by six foot pads will be poured
in place so they adhere to the
blacktop. Their design is meant
to displace heat magnified by
the black surface.

Along with the black top,
the target carriers were difficult
at first to maneuver, but are
“state of the art” compared to
the old ones, said Bickle.

The old ones had a series of
links, as the chains to maneu-
ver them, which posed a safety
hazard because sometimes
links would pop off. The new
target carriages are maneu-
vered by chains and have
counter balances to make sure
the target remains in the air
until it is pulled down.

Headquarters Marine Corps
is currently searching for an
automated system with scoring
sensors to replace the current
manually operated system.
When one is finally adopted, the
Combat Center, along with
other Marine Corps bases, will
move toward outfitting the
ranges with the new equipment.

“The old carriages were not
only obsolete, they were inop-
erable,” said Bickle. “The man-
ual carriages we have are state
of the art with robust sprock-
ets and chains. They are made
specifically for the purpose
intended and will operate
excellent in desert operations.”

Although the first range
detail this year had problems,
the more ranges that are com-
pleted the smoother personnel
anticipate things to become.

Currently the range is
scheduled to support up to 30
range details each year with as
many as 300 rifle shooters and
150 pistol shooters.
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 Yes our “Old” store is still open and Harley-Davidson specific. Yes, our famous Rt. 62 Diner is open  (Daily Specials $3.99)
 Yes, we have more bikes, accesories and clothing. No, we are not the father of Anna Nichole’s baby

 {  }  Prowl the night streets on 
 the 2007 Harley-Davidson ®

 XL1200N Sportster ®  1200 Nightster ™

 Hutchins Harley-Davidson
 55405  29 Palms Hwy.
 Yucca Valley, CA 92284
 760-365-6311
 www.hutchinshd.com

Rifle Range experiences a few
setbacks during practice range
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Brig. Gen. Melvin G. Spiese, commanding general of the Combat Center, cuts the ribbon signifiying the official opening of
the new rifle range near range 215 May 11.
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Fifty-eight Young Marines,
ranging from ages 8 to 18,
arrived on base May 18 to
help serve food during the
We Salute You 2007 concert
Saturday.

“The Young Marines came
here to get the whole Marine
experience and help support
the Marines on this base dur-
ing the Salute,” said Gunnery
Sgt. Mackey D. Ware, the
base coordinator for the
Young Marines.

According to the Young
Marines Web site, http://
www.youngmarines.com, the

Young Marines program has
been around since 1958 and
growing across the world.
They are now a crucial part of
the Marine Corps’ youth
Drug Demand Reduction
efforts, and many units of
Young Marines have helped
in disaster relief and
restoration projects around
the world. The Young
Marines program also has a
foreign exchange program
with Canada, Germany,
Denmark, the United
Kingdom and Sweden. They
also have been attending
events at the Combat Center
for many years.

The group of Young
Marines from Tustin, Calif.,
who came to the base started
their Marine Corps experi-
ence Saturday morning when
they woke up early for physi-
cal training.

By mid-morning, they

were set up at Del Valle Field
for an Explosive Ordnance
Disposal demonstration. The
Young Marines experimented
with remote controlled
robots used in Iraq to remove
explosive devices and exam-
ine certain situations with
mounted cameras.

Some of the Young
Marines were given the
chance to dress in a bomb suit
and experience what it is like
for EOD personnel.

After the EOD demon-
stration, the children
marched over to the Indoor
Simulated Marksmanship
Trainer where they were
taught the rudimentary rules
of handling and being safe
with weapons before they
were allowed to shoot on the
simulated screen.

The children were given
the opportunity to shoot the
ISMT using M-16A2 service
rifles, M249 Squad Automatic
Weapons, M4 carbines and

M9 9mm service pistols.
In the afternoon, the

Young Marines served lunch
and dinner to Marines, sailors,
family members and friends
before the concert began.

“They served chow for
three to four hours,” said
Ware. “I thought it was an out-
standing experience. I’m glad
everyone supported them.”

While the children were
here they also had the
chance to talk to several
Marines from private all the
way through sergeant major,
and ask questions about life
in the Corps.

“A picture is worth a thou-
sand words,” said Ware. “It is
important that these children
can understand the Marine
Corps and appreciate our way
of living and working,” he
continued.

“It is a great way to moti-
vate young people and teach
them about the Marine
Corps,” Ware said.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 Victory Christian Center
 Shaking the hi-desert...reaching the world!

 (760) 365-4302
 Sunday Morning  10:00 AM

 Wednesday 7:00 PM
 57889 Pueblo Trail, Y. V.

 Hwy, 62 go South on Warren Vista (Starbucks) 
 Go left on Yucca Trail. Right on Chula Vista to Pueblo Trl. 55960 Reche Rd., Landers, Ca.

 Hi-Desert Missionary  Baptist Church
 Interim Pastor Charles Ellis

 Come Worship As A Family
 Wed. Night Bible Study 7:00 pm

 Sunday School 9:45 am
 Morning Worship 11:00 am

 61960 Mt. View Cir. • Joshua Tree  366-7938

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 JOIN US IN JOIN US IN
 WORSHIP WORSHIP

 Basin Wide  Basin Wide 
 Opportunities for  Opportunities for 

 Praise! Praise!

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM

 (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla
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 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Y ucca Valley Church of the Nazaren e
 9:45 am  Morning Worship

 8:30 am  Sunday School (All ages)
 6:00 pm  Evening Service

 56248 Buena Vista,  365-7819
 www.yvnazarene.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 10:30am & 6:30pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study After Service
 We’re Here for Everyone

 Phone (760) 367-7133
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 Bread of Life Mission Ministries
 Adult Sunday School 10:00 am

 Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am
 Food Ministry

  1st & 3rd Friday of Every Month
  Starting at Noon

 Pastor: Daniel Slaby    Church 760-364-3060
 Co-Pastor Patricia Slaby Pastor 760-364-2008

 First Southern 
 Baptist Church

 Sun. Worship  10:45am • 6:00pm
 Sun. Bible Study  9:30am

 Wed.   Potluck  6:00pm 
 Wed. Bible Study  7:00pm

 6088 Sunset Road JT  (760) 366-9211

 29 Palms Church of the Nazaren e
 WELCOMES YOU!

 72603  Juanita Drive •  367-7025
 Morning Service 10:00 am

 Children’s Church during AM Service
 Nursery provided

 United Methodist Church 
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road - 367-7338
 Sun. Worship Service at 9:30 AM - Child Care Available

 Sun. School: Adults 8:30am - Child &  Youth 8:45 am
 A welcoming and inclusive Christ- oriented community

 Beth Glass, Pastor

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship

 Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
 Visitors  Welcome

 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 Evangelical free church
 Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
 Sunday School 9:00 AM
 Nursery and Children’s Church
 Adult Bible Study Wed. 6:30 PM
 6804 Mohawk Tr., 
 Yucca Valley  (760) 228-1747

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
 Sunday School,  Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.          365-7133

 Just the Best place to get Married

 Calvary Christian 
 Fellowship

 Ph: 760.364.1990
 E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

 Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm 
 3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

 Tye Bridges - Pastor

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am
 Nursery provided at 9:00am

 & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Sunday School........10:00 AM
 Sunday Morning Worship.........11:30 AM

 Wednesday Bible Study.........7:00 PM  (Church in Action)

 5898 Adobe Rd. • 29 Pal ms, CA

 361-6510
 www.gfowc.org <http://www.gfowc.org/>

 Gospel Fellowship Outreach Worship Center Church
 “Developing Disciples for Christ”

 Pastor T.K. & Pastor Gerri Washington

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Thursday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Rob D. Watkins
 Pastor

 57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

 Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
 Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
 Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 760-365-9731 760-365-9731 (Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 6
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

 Militar
y 

 Welcom
e!

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 29 Palms Fellowship
 73429 Sunnyvale Dr.

 Sat. Night Bible Study 6:30pm
 with Pastor Joey

 (760) 366-7422
  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

Young Marines learn ropes, volunteer at concert
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Rozelle Dominguez, Young Marine, shoots the M-16A2 service
rifle at the Indoor Simulated Marksmanship Trainer, Saturday.

PPFFCC.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Young Marines lay in the prone position at the Indoor Simulated Marksmanship Trainer Saturday during their visit to the
Combat Center.

PPFFCC.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Recruit Munoz Omar, Young Marine, is dressed in a bomb
suit during an Explosive Ordnance Disposal demonstration
Saturday at the Del Valle Field.
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Designing Opportunities. Building Communities.

Stop counting and start earning! Our 
5-month fixed rate share 

certificate of 5.65% 
APY just made coin 

counting easier. 
Open an account 

and earn the money 
you deserve. Visit our 

Yucca Valley Branch 
and open yours today!

5 mo.
APY*

www.hdfcu.org • 760.228.3046

5.65

Extra Coin in Your 
Piggy Bank?

%
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1. As a major general in the War of 1812,

he became a national hero when he

defeated the British at New Orleans.

2. “I am not a crook.”

3. He is the only president to serve two

nonconsecutive terms. The Baby Ruth

candy bar was named after his baby

daughter, Ruth.

4. 27th president

5. The first president of the United States.

6. “Give 'em hell Harry”

8. “Ike”

10. “With firmness in the right, as God

gives us to see the right, let us strive on

to finish the work we are in; to bind up

the nation's wounds…”

14. $50 dollar bill

AACCRROOSSSS

7. He won the Republican nomination for

the Presidency in 1976, but lost the

election to his Democratic opponent,

former Governor Jimmy Carter of

Georgia.

9. “Teddy”

11. In 1917 he proclaimed American

entrance into World War I a crusade to

make the world “safe for democracy.”

12. During his administration, the U.S.

enjoyed more peace and economic well

being than at any time in its history.

13. “The Gipper”

15. He declared war on France in 1940.

16. He was assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

17. He wrote his own epitaph without

mentioning that he served as president

of the United States.

AMERICAN PRESIDENTS

[Solutions on A9]

“I want to further develop the work force in
the county,” said Mitzelfelt. “We are going to
work on everything from infrastructure to
mutual aid to fire and police agencies.”

Mitzelfelt said one of his main goals is to
fix the unemployment problem in
Twentynine Palms by attracting more
employers to the county.

Mitzelfelt said he felt the Marines Corps
equipped him with the necessary tools to

make his journey to success.
“There are four very important things the

Marine Corps gave me,” said Mitzelfelt.
“Number one, discipline. Number two, confi-
dence. Number three, endurance, and number
four, great leadership training. Those are the
most valuable attributes I left with which I owe
thanks to Marine Corps service and training.”

Mitzelfelt’s remarkable success and political
influence are hallmark examples of the type of
men and women the Marine Corps produces on
a regular basis.

SUPERVISOR from A1
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Master Gunnery Sgt. Nicholas J. Formosa shows San Bernardino First District County
Supervisor Brad Mitzelfelt the HMMWV Egress Assistance Trainer during his tour of the base
May 17.

MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS  PPRREESSSS  RREELLEEAASSEE

Freedom Is Not Free is partnering with Executive Wings on a program called Jets for Vets in order
to ease the burden of the cost of transportation for wounded military personnel and their families.
The program enables volunteers to make would-be empty travel seats available on private jets to
those wounded while serving. “Non-conforming” relatives such as fiancés, best friends, grandpar-
ents, and significant others who do not qualify for Department of Defense travel benefits may also
take advantage of the program.

Jets for Vets is a charitable initiative of the Executive Wings alliance, made up of the world’s top
pre-owned business jet dealers and brokers. Its members recognize the sacrifice of those who serve
and recognize the additional strain placed on those who require medical treatments or physical ther-
apy as a result of injuries suffered while serving. They also recognize the tremendous benefit that
can come as a result of having loved ones present during the recovery process. However, realizing
that substantial financial burdens are often a side-effect, Jets for Vets donors seek to alleviate at least
one obstacle for wounded troops and their families.

Through the FINF Web site, those in need of transportation may submit a request detailing their
travel needs. FINF will work with Jets for Vets to seek a solution. Launched in March, the initiative
has already garnered several volunteers who have generously donated their private planes for the
program and looks forward to building an extensive database that will allow FINF and Jets for Vets
to assist as many of our military personnel as possible.

The initiative has also received a positive reception from the start, as shown by retired Army gen-
eral, Colin L. Powell, who thanked Jets for Vets founder Tony Smith, saying “I am sure this will be
appreciated by many of our troops who have served us so nobly.”

Please visit the FINF Web site at http://www.FreedomIsNotFree.com for more information or
to request a flight through the Jets for Vets program.

‘Freedom Is Not Free’
provides ‘Jets for Vets’
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 Funeral Services
 Wiefels & Son 

 Funeral Directors
 Yucca Valley , CA 92284
 (760) 365-2301 FD1056

 29 Palms
 (760) 367-3579  FD841

 Mountain Valley
 Memorial Park

 Joshua Tre e, CA 92252
 (760) 366-9210  FD1393

 Roberta Jewell
 Services are Pending

 Barbara Bakos
 Graveside service, Friday 

 May 25, 12:00 noon

 Memorial Day Services
 Joshua Tree Memorial Park

 Monday, 5/28, 11:00AM
 Memorial Day Service
 Honors Our Veterans

 BBQ & Live Music follows
 Free Community Event,

 Come Join Us!

 Barbara Bakos
 Graveside Service to be held

 Friday, 5/25, at 12:00  PM
  at Joshua Tree 
 Memorial Park

 Lori Luff
 Services to be held Saturday, 

 May 26, 2007 at
 Wiefels Funeral Chapel in

 29 Palms.
 Visitation: 1:00  to 3:00 PM
 Celebration of Life Funeral 

 Service: 3:00 PM

 Joel Auxier
 Private Inurnment

 Odella Sandow
 Services Pending

 Your Community Newspapers
 Working to Serve You Better!

 Hi-Desert
 Publishing Co.

Nearly 3,000 residents
cheered on Marines of 3rd
Marine Division, III Marine
Expeditionary Force, driving
down Main Street in
Hawthorne, Nev., as part of
the 57th Annual Armed
Forces Day Parade here
Saturday. The Marines are
participating in the Mountain
Viper pre-deployment train-
ing program to prepare for
their upcoming deployment
to Afghanistan as embedded
trainer teams with the
Afghan National Army.
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convoy to 
cheer for
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2ND MARINE DIVISION

COMBAT OUTPOST
RAWAH, Iraq -- The room
looks like every average
Marine’s: one bunk-bed
against the corner, a desk and
chair on the opposite wall, very
little dirt in sight, but dog hair
blankets the room.

Cpl. Patrick L. Whitlatch
says he does his best to keep
the room spotless, but his
roommate is somewhat less
than accommodating. He spills
water on the floor, leaves per-
sonal items all over, and never
cleans up after himself. Rex
might be smart, even outstand-
ing among his peers, but there
is only so much a military work-
ing dog can be expected to do.

Whitlatch, a military work-
ing dog handler with 1st Light
Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, Regimental Combat
Team 2, and his dog Rex, as
well as the battalion’s other
dogs and handlers, just
wrapped up their role in opera-
tion Valiant Guardian. In the
operation, they were a key part
of the battalion’s sweep
through the western Euphrates
River valley in search of insur-
gent safe-havens, weapons and
supply routes.

Whitlatch, a native of
Wayland, Mich., has been tak-
ing care of and working with
Rex every minute of their
deployment over the past six
and a half months.

“We treat them (the dogs)
like brothers,” said Army Staff
Sgt. Kevin P. Cameron, the
staff noncommissioned offi-
cer in charge of the battalion’s
kennels. “We deploy and rede-
ploy with them. We know they
will be there for us and vice
versa. We rely on each other
for security and safety.”

Rex, a five-year old Belgian
Malanois, has been working for
the military for most of his life.

“We have worked on foot
patrols, cordon and knocks,
and cache sweeps,” said
Whitlatch. “First LAR, and
2nd LAR before them, really
integrated us into their unit and
we were able to work exten-
sively throughout our area.”

Whitlatch and Rex, as well
as the kennel’s other two mili-
tary working dogs and han-
dlers, have spent their deploy-
ment searching the western
Euphrates River valley for
weapons and explosives.

“The dogs have detection

capabilities far above human
abilities,” said Cameron, a
native of Sacramento, Calif.
“They can provide ambush
early warnings; they can clear a
room or building. In the end,
they are a force multiplier.”

The handlers said the dogs
can be trained to do nearly any-
thing a regular Marine can do,
short of holding a rifle.

“Anytime you can find explo-
sives or do any of a number of
things a Marine in combat is
expected to do, without actually
putting a Marine in danger, it is

an asset,” said Whitlatch.
The handlers said the mere

presence of the dogs within a
village is sometimes enough to
keep insurgents from attempt-
ing to harm coalition forces.

“The civilians recognize
the added protection the dogs
provide, and it deters insur-
gent activity,” said Cameron.
“Plus they boost morale; after
all, who doesn’t love seeing a
dog around, especially out
here in the desert.”

The handlers and their dogs
spend nearly every waking

moment together while on
deployment. They work
together, play together, eat
together, and sleep merely
inches apart.

“He is like an extension of
me,” said Whitlatch. “I don’t
do anything without him. If
something were to happen to
him it would be just like my
best friend getting hurt.”

The handlers say the dogs
each have their own personali-
ty, just like humans.

“Rex has the best personali-
ty I have ever seen in a working

dog. He has a huge sense of
humor, and likes to make peo-
ple smile. We have seen him
attack chairs out of boredom,
and the more you laugh at him,
the more excited he gets,”
Whitlatch said.

Though Rex, and other mil-
itary working dogs like him,
may not have the strict living
standards most Marines share,
like constantly cleaning up
after themselves, there is no
argument they are an asset and
a welcome part of day-to-day
life in the Iraqi desert.
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EARN YOUR MASTER’S DEGREE
Master of Business Administration
Master of Education
Master of Education—Teacher Licensure
Master of Arts in Business Communication

EARN YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE
Bachelor of Business Administration
Bachelor of Arts in Business Communication 

JIU is Serving You
While You Are 

Serving Your Country

JONES INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY®

The Gold Standard Online University™

Visit us at www.jiu.edu/military or call a JIU
admissions counselor at 877.409.5673

 CONSTRUCTION LOANS
 SPEC BUILDERS WANTED / NO MONTHLY PAYMENT

 LOT + CONSTRUCTION = TOTAL LOAN

 CALL 1-800-270-6855
 WWW.CONTRACTORSFINANCIAL.COM

 CONTRACTORS FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SOLUTIONS

Military working dogs make for Marine’s best friend

CCPPLL.. RRYYAANN  CC.. HHEEIISSEERR,,

Cpl. Patrick L. Whitlatch, a military working dog handler with 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, Regimental Combat Team 2, watches as Army
Staff Sgt. Kevin P. Cameron, the staff noncommissioned officer in charge of the battalion’s kennels, pretends to resist a search during a training exercise
with Rex (left) and Nero (right).

OP
ONLINE

op29online.com
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 55288 29 PALMS HWY, YUCCA VALLEY

 (760) 228-1818 (760) 228-1818 (760) 228-1818  HOURS: Monday-Friday 8-9
 Saturday 9-8 • Sunday 10-7

 72878 29 PALMS HWY, 29 PALMS

 (760) 367-1919 (760) 367-1919 (760) 367-1919 S ee us at,  or

 Bring Us Any Ad From Any  Bring Us Any Ad From Any  Bring Us Any Ad From Any 
 Paper And Let Us Show  Paper And Let Us Show  Paper And Let Us Show 
 You What We Can Do! You What We Can Do! You What We Can Do!

 ** Must finance through Chrysler Financial. + Must be active duty or retired. Plus government fees a nd taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing char ge. 
 x-In partnership w/ chrysler Financial, a special A tier retail contract (60 months) - customer on s elect vehicles, not everyone will qualify, on Approved Credit. Photos are for illustration purposes  only. **  On selected models. Offer ends close of business 5-27-07. + See dealer for details.

 + Limited term contract on approved credit.
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 # 1   Yucca Valley  # 1   Chrysler Centers # 1  

 # 1   Yucca Valley  # 1   Chrysler Centers # 1  

 LET OUR  LET OUR  LET OUR 
 FINANCE  FINANCE  FINANCE 
 POWER  POWER  POWER 

 WORK FOR  WORK FOR  WORK FOR 
 YOU! YOU! YOU!

 Get Pre-Approved  Get Pre-Approved  Get Pre-Approved 

 Today!! Today!! Today!!

 BAD CREDIT!   BAD CREDIT!   BAD CREDIT!  

 NO CREDIT!  NO CREDIT!  NO CREDIT! 

 NO PROBLEM!  NO PROBLEM!  NO PROBLEM! 

 FREE 24 HR. Credit  FREE 24 HR. Credit  FREE 24 HR. Credit 

 Check Hotline Check Hotline Check Hotline

 1-877 22 Dodge 1-877 22 Dodge 1-877 22 Dodge
 (36343) (36343) (36343)

 GREAT USED CARS GREAT USED CARS

 NEW STANDARD IN TRUCKS  NEW 07 JEEP LIBERTY LIMITED

 MSRP $32,670
 Y.V.C.  DIS.  $1,273

 CONSUMER CASH***  $3,500
 BONUS CASH**  $1,000

 $26,897 #518629

 YOU’LL SAVE $5,773

 NEW 07 CHRYSLER PACIFICA

 MSRP $24,970
 Y.V.C.  D IS .  $1 ,473

 CONSUMER CASH** *   $2 ,500

 #110005  $20,997

 YOU’LL
 SAVE

 $3,973

 FULL POWER
 NEW 07 DODGE DAKOTA CLUB CAB

 MSRP $20,915
 Y.V.C.  DIS.  $918

 CONSUMER CASH***  $4,000

 #141311

 OR CHOOSE
 0% APR

 FOR 60 MO.**

 $15,997

 YOU’LL
 SAVE

 $4,918

 4X4
 LOADED

 OR CHOOSE
 0% APR
 FOR 60 

 MONTHS**

 • 6.7 L CUMMINS 
 DIESEL

 • 350 H.P., 650 LBS
 TORQUE

 • STANDARD EXHAUST 
 BRAKE

 • NEW 6 SPEED AUTO 
 TRANSMISSION

 NEW ‘07 DODGE 2500, 3500, REG. CAB, 
 QUAD CAB AND MEGA CAB

 NEW 07 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

 MSRP $28,360
 Y.V.C.  D IS .  $2 ,363

 CONSUMER CASH** *   $3 ,500
 BONUS CASH**  $500

 #526308  $21,997

 YOU’LL
 SAVE

 $6,363

 FULL POWER

 OWN A 
 JEEP FOR 

 LESS

 LOADED

 AUTO, A/C

 NEW 07 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB

 MSRP $33,150
 Y.V.C.  DIS.  $3,153

 CONSUMER CASH***  $5,000
 BONUS CASH**  $1,000

 $23,997 #505240

 YOU’LL SAVE $9,153

 BIG HORN GROUP, LOADED, HEMI

 OR CHOOSE
 0% APR

 FOR 60 MONTHS***

 PLUS $1,000
 BONUS CASH

 0% APR +

 AVAILABLE

 4 DOOR WRANGLER RUBICON     
      IN STOCK NOW!

 READY FOR 
 IMMEDIATE 
 DELIVERY*

 Sell-A-Thon Sell-A-Thon

 $7,888 $7,888

 ECONOMY CAR
 04 HYUNDAI ACCENT

 #317432

 GREAT 
 GAS 

 MILAGE

 #065357

 03 HONDA ELEMENT

 $14,888 $14,888

 EXTRA NICE

 ALL
 WHEEL
 DRIVE

 $10,888 $10,888

 EXTRA NICE
 04 SATURN ION

 #100640

 ECONOMY 
 CAR

 #540572

 06 MITSUBISHI RAIDER

 $19,888 $19,888

 QUAD CAB, FULL POWER

 10,000
 MILE
 4X4

 $13,888 $13,888

 ECONOMY
 05 TOYOTA COROLLA

 #414524

 SPORTY

 161239

 06 DODGE DURANGO

 $20,888 $20,888

 3RD SEAT, FULL POWER

 REAR
 A/C

 $9,888 $9,888

 FULL POWER, CUTE
 00 VW BEETLE

 #461611

 #583999

 04 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT

 $14,888 $14,888

 LEATHER, POWER SLIDE DOORS

 POWER
 LIFT
 GATE

 03 FORD F350
 LOW MILES, READY FOR WORK

 #C93431  $21,888 $21,888

 DIESEL

 LOADED
 07 DODGE RAM 2500 SLT

 #744445  $29,888 $29,888

 REMOTE 
 STARTER
 100 MILES

 GREAT 
 GAS 

 MILAGE

 MILITARY

 DISCOUNT

 FOR ALL 

 ACTIVE DUTY 

 PERSONNEL
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The crowd felt vibrations from the stage as the
guitars, banjo, violins and drums played their
warm-up tunes. Moments later, the stage erupted
in flashes of colored light as two figures emerged
through the drifting smoke. The crowd went wild.

Country artists Big and Rich and “hick-hop”
artist Cowboy Troy rocked and twanged the
combat center Saturday on Victory Field as part
of the We Salute You 2007 event.

We Salute You is an annual event which takes
place aboard the Combat Center to thank service
members, Department of Defense employees
and their families for their service to the country.

This year, the field opened for patrons at 4
p.m. with Marines at the entrance handing out
care packages courtesy of the United Service
Organizations.

Free barbequed food and drinks were pro-
vided to the crowd by the California Barbeque
Association.

Additionally there was a rock-climbing
tower set up for all ages, as well as jump hous-
es for the kids.

Kevyn Major Howard, a professional pho-
tographer well known for his role as Rafter Man
in the movie “Full Metal Jackets,” brought with
him a 1963 Chevy Nova race car with names of
fallen Marines listed on each side and on top of
the car, as well as a camouflage-painted 1966
Chevy Nova race car.

Jeff Cochran and Kristen Clayton with the
Sucker Punch Sally’s motorcycle company
brought seven custom-made choppers for dis-
play during the event.

Upon Big and Rich’s and Cowboy Troy’s
arrival on base, they were greeted by Brig. Gen.
Melvin G. Spiese, base commanding general, at
the Officer’s Club where they and their road
crew joined Spiese for lunch.

The band members and crew then loaded a
tour bus and made their way to the Exercise
Support Division lot, where Marines educated
the band and crew members on the purposes
and functions of military tactical vehicles such
as a 7-ton truck, a humvee, an M1A1 Main
Battle Tank, and an amphibious assault vehicle.

Each person was given the chance to climb

aboard the vehicles and sit behind the driver’s or
commander’s seat of each vehicle, giving them
idea of what it is like to be in a Marine’s boots.

After the musicians were through exploring
the vehicles, Cowboy Troy, Big Kenny and John
Rich were each presented with a large  recruiting
poster that had been signed by Marines and
sailors to thank the musicians for their support.

“This is really awesome,” said Cowboy Troy
about the posters. “We are the ones who should
be thanking you all.”

The country artists expressed special enthu-
siasm about performing for a military audience.

“I love performing for a crowd like this
because it’s a whole different level of respect on
our side,” said Big Kenny. “They are fighting for
our protection and for those all around the
world, so I think we feel like we need to step-up
the performance on our own.”

“I’m expecting a rowdy crowd,” said Cowboy
Troy before taking the stage. “I’ll be happy to
play for them. I’m excited just knowing the fact
that Americans are devoting their lives to our
country. It means a lot to me and my family.”

The energy level of the crowd suggested that
patrons aboard the Combat Center were no less
excited about the concert.

As Big and Rich strutted onto the stage, the
crowd exploded with cheers.

Many members of the crowd said they
thought it was a tremendous pleasure to have
Big and Rich and Cowboy Troy treat the
Combat Center with a free show.

“We need good social events because it’s
good interaction for Marines,” said Pfc. Nathan
R. Kyle, a radio operator with Tactical Training
Exercise Control Group. “I think it’s stellar that
Big and Rich came to give us all a free concert.”

Lance Cpl. Jovan D. Roberts, a mortarman
with Company C, 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, said he felt the
same way.

“It’s awesome that big-name people like Big
and Rich show up to support our troops. It’s
especially supportive for those troops about to
deploy, like myself,” he said.

As the festivities came to an end after the last
musical note was played, it left those in the audi-
ence wondering what next year’s We Salute You
tour will bring.

KICKIN’ THE LIGHT FANTASTIC
‘We Salute You 2007’ concert lights up the Combat Center

SSUUSSAANN  CCRRIITTTTEENNDDEENN

John Rich of the country band Big and Rich, rocks the guitar and microphone during their
performance at Victory Field Saturday.

SSUUSSAANN  CCRRIITTTTEENNDDEENN

Cowboy Troy gets the crowd hootin’ and hollerin’ during his hick-hop performance at the
Combat Center’s Victory Field Saturday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE
Sgt Jody M. Bridges, Big Kenny, Sgt. Robert L. Fisher III and Sgt. Matthew M. Thomas hold
an autographed poster presented to Big and Rich at the Exercise Support Division Saturday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Big Kenny of the country music band Big and Rich, sings to the crowd during their perform-
ance Saturday at Victory Field.



KKIIMMBBEERRLLYY  EELLIIZZAABBEETTHH  MMIILLLLSS

Daughter of Lance Cpl. and Mrs. Bruce M. Mills

Born March 3, 2007, weighing 7 lbs. 2 oz. and meas-
uring 19.5 inches.

SSHHEELLBBYY  RREENNEEEE  TTEESSSSIIEERR

Daughter of Sgt. and Mrs. Brian Tessier

Born March 24, 2007, weighing 5 lbs. 14 oz. and meas-
uring 18.3 inches.

MMAAKKAALLEEKKAA  KKEELLLLYY  VVAANNDDEECCAARR

Daughter of SFC. and Mrs. Bart Van DeCar

Born March 29, 2007, weighing 7 lbs. 5 oz. and meas-
uring 20.2 inches.

AADDDDIISSOONN  EELLLLYYCCEE  AASSHHBBYY

Daughter of Sgt. and Mrs. Robert Ashby

Born April 1, 2007, weighing 8 lbs. 7 oz. and measur-
ing 20.3 inches.

BBRRYYOORR  GGAAGGEE  FFRRAANNCCIISSCCOO

Son of Cpl. and Mrs. David Francisco

Born April 1, 2007, weighing 9 lbs. 6 oz. and measur-
ing 20.1 inches.

MMAALLAAKKYYEE  RROONNDDAANNEE  BBRROOWWNN

Son of Capt. and Mrs. Daymian Brown

Born April 2, 2007, weighing 6 lbs. 7 oz. and measur-
ing 19 inches.

DDYYLLAANN  TTRRAAMMMMEELL  CCOOCCHHRRAANN

Son of Cpl. and Mrs. Lewis Cochran

Born April 3, 2007, weighing 8 lbs. 4 oz. and measur-
ing 20.4 inches.

KKAALLEEBB  AARROONN  PPEEAARRSSOONN

Son of HM1 and Mr. David Francisco

Born April 3, 2007, weighing 6 lbs. 2 oz. and measur-
ing 18 inches.

KKIIEERRAA  DDIIVVIINNIITTYY  GGNNOOTTSSAAVVAATTHH

Daughter of Lance Cpl. and Mrs. Simon Gnotsavath

Born April 7, 2007, weighing 5 lbs. 11 oz. and measur-
ing 18 inches.

SSIIEENNNNAA  SSKKIIEE  IIZZQQUUIIEERRDDOO

Daughter of Cpl. and Mrs. Robert J. Izquierdo

Born April 7, 2007, weighing 6 lbs. 2 oz. and measur-
ing 19 inches.

GGRREEGGOORRIIOO  IISSIIDDRROO  PPAADDIILLLLAA  JJrr..

Son of Cpl. and Mrs. Gregorio Padilla

Born April 11, 2007, weighing 6 lbs. 14 oz. and meas-
uring 19 inches.

MMAATTHHEEWW  JJOOSSHHUUAA  WWEESSSS

Son of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Joshua Wess

Born April 12, 2007, weighing 7 lbs. 9 oz. and measur-
ing 19 inches.

JJAAYYDDRRIIAANN  JJOORRDDAANN  CCAASSTTIILLLLOO

Son of Lance Cpl. and Mrs. Justin Castillo

Born April 12, 2007, weighing 5 lbs. 4 oz. and measur-
ing 17.5 inches.

DDEERRRRIICCKK  LLEEEE  WWAATTSSOONN  JJrr..

Son of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Derrick Watson

Born April 14, 2007, weighing 7 lbs. 5 oz. and measur-
ing 19.3 inches.

LLIILLYY  RRAAEE  TTHHOOMMPPSSOONN

Daughter of Cpl. and Mrs. Carl Thompson

Born April 16, 2007, weighing 6 lbs. 13 oz. and meas-
uring 18.8 inches.

JJEENNIICCAA  RROOSSEE  SSIILLVVAASS

Daughter of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. Jesse Silvas

Born April 16, 2007, weighing 8 lbs. 2 oz. and measur-
ing 19.8 inches.

DDAANNIIEELL  BBRRUUCCEE  MMIILLLLEERR

Son of HM3 and Mrs. Darren Miller

Born April 16, 2007, weighing 9 lbs. 4 oz. and measur-
ing 20.3 inches.

RRYYDDEERR  AANNDDRREEWW  RRAAMMSSOONN

Son of Cpl. and Mrs. John Ramson

Born April 17, 2007, weighing 6 lbs. 10 oz. and meas-
uring 19 inches.

BB22  MMAAYY 2255,,  22000077 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

   Visit us on the web at www.yuccavalleycars.com

 ALL NEW
  07 SUZUKI XL-7’S

 MORE POWER THAN 
 HIGHLANDER OR PILOT

 LEASE PAYMENTS
 AS LOW AS
 $ 259 00+

 #P5123A #005408

 MANAGER’S 
 SPECIAL

 $18,888

 06 HONDA 
 ELEMENT

 (760) 369-7151 (760) 369-7151  56916 29 Palms Hwy 56916 29 Palms Hwy

 ***Includes all applicaple rebates. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer  document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge.
  On approved credit. + Based on American Suzuki Financial Services 30 Month Lease Progarm. $3,258 du e at lease signing. On approved credit. Offer ends close of business 5-28-07.

 REBATES UP TO $3,000  ON SELECTED VEHICLES*** REBATES UP TO $3,000  ON SELECTED VEHICLES***

 $6,888
 #1184A  #302953

 $13,888

 $7,888
 #75024A

 00 OLDSMOBILE ALERO

 $17,888
 #65027A  #185857

 06 SUZUKI  VERONA

 05 HYUNDAI ACCENT

 05 FORD FREESTAR

 #P5113

 $23,888
 #259304

 05 GMC YUKON

 01 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

 $10,888
 #011720

 FOR THE 
 OUTDOORSMAN!

 GREAT 
 SHAPE

 ECONOMY 
 CAR

 SPORTY

 FAMILY VAN
 LOW 

 LOW MILES 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 AWD
 A/C

 Yucca Valley  Yucca Valley  Yucca Valley 
 Suzuki Suzuki Suzuki  AMERICA’S #1 WARRANTY

 100,000 MILES • NO DEDUCTIBLE • FULLY TRANSFERABLE  Way of Life!

 XL 7    RENO FORENZA AERIO SX4 GRAND VITARA

Movies and
recreation for the
upcoming week at
the Sunset Cinema

TTooddaayy
6 p.m.
Reign Over Me (R) 
9 p.m.
The Reaping (R) 

SSaattuurrddaayy
2 p.m.
Meet The Robinsons
(G)
6 p.m.
Blades of Glory (PG-
13)
9 p.m.
The Reaping (R)

SSuunnddaayy
2 p.m.
The Last Mimzy
(PG)
6 p.m.
Are We Done Yet?
(PG)
9 p.m.
Blades Of Glory
(PG-13)

MMoonnddaayy
2 p.m.
Meet The Robinsons
(G)
6 p.m.
The Reaping (R)
9 p.m.
Reign Over Me (R)

TTuueessddaayy
7 p.m.
Disturbia (PG-13)

WWeeddnneessddaayy
7 p.m.
The Last Mimzy
(PG)

TThhuurrssddaayy
7 p.m.
Shooter (R)

Birth announcements



MMCCCCSS PPRREESSSS  RREELLEEAASSEE

H E A D Q U A R T E R S
MARINE CORPS, QUAN-
TICO, Va. – First Lieutenant
Jessica Utter and Gunnery Sgt.
Michael Green have been
selected as the Marine Corps
Female and Male Athletes of
the Year for 2006.

The pair will be honored at
the Marine Corps Sports Hall
of Fame Induction Luncheon
Ceremony at the Clubs at
Quantico in Quantico, Va., on
Aug. 17, at 11 a.m.

Utter, an electronic coun-
termeasures officer with
Marine Aerial Reconnaissance
Squadron 4, an EA-6B
Prowler squadron at Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry

Point, N.C., is a member of
the 2006 All-Marine Triathlon
and Ironman Teams and was
the eighth overall Service
member and first Marine fin-
isher at the Armed Forces
Triathlon Championship. Her
strong finish earned her a spot
on the U.S. Armed Forces
team that competed at the
Conseil International du Sport
Militaire World Triathlon
Championship in Satenas,
Sweden, where she placed 5th
among the Armed Forces
women. She was also the sec-
ond overall female finisher at
the Mt. Rainier Duathlon; the
sixth overall finisher (men and
women) at the Elma, Wash.,
Mother’s Day Triathlon; and
the first female to cross the

line at the Race the Rock
Triathlon, Langley, Wash.
Finally, in October, Utter also
completed the Ironman World
Championship in Kona,
Hawaii, with a time of
12:02:07.

Green, an Instructor within
the Naval Aviation Technical
Training Center, Marine
Aviation Training Support
Group 21 at NAaval Air
Station Pensacola, Fla., is the
current Submaster Bench
Press World Record Holder in
the 220 lbs. weight class.
During 2006, Green displayed
an incredible feat of strength at
the World Association of
Bench Pressers and Dead
Lifters River Country Record
Breakers Championships

when he surpassed his own
world record of 617.2 pounds
on his opening lift, and fin-
ished with an impressive final
lift of 678 pounds. In
November, Green captured his
second consecutive WABDL
World Championship while
lifting 679 pounds in the 220
lbs. weight class. In addition,
Green set the Florida State
Record in the 242 pound divi-

sion at the Alabama Classic
and has lifted over 700 pounds
as a guest lifter at non-sanc-
tioned events.

For more information
about the Athletes of the
Year program or the Marine
Corps Sports Hall of Fame,
please contact Steven
Dinote, HQMC Semper Fit,
703-784- 9542, or email:
steven.dinote@usmc.mil.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT MMAAYY 2255,,  22000077 BB33

LLTT  SSCCOOTTTT  AA..  MMOOWWEERRYY
NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE

The Career Management
Symposium team will offer
advice on career direction,
development, and opportunity.
Attendees will have the oppor-
tunity to negotiate for orders,
discuss community status, and
ask questions about career
management issues. Detailers
from several communities will
accompany the Center for
Personal and Professional
Development Team.

“This is a very good tool
for the commands,” said
CMDCM(AW) Kenneth
Ellenburg  Command Master
Chief Liaison for CPPD. “We
give a lot of information to the
commands and to the sailors
on what is available in and out
of the Navy.”

The team will give briefs
each day designed to pro-
vide information needed to
make an informed career
decision. Multiple briefs are
given to ensure that all can
chance to attend.

The Manpower, Personnel,
Training & Education brief
targets leadership, to include
the commanding officer, exec-
utive officer, command mas-
ter chief, department heads,
and command career coun-
selors. Discussions will
include “big Navy” concepts,
such as enlisted manpower,
retention, and the latest poli-
cies and programs in place
that support the Navy’s
progress toward its vision of
training 21st century leaders.

The Chief Petty Officer
Leadership brief is designed to
educate these leaders on pay
and compensation, retirement
issues, and promote effective
leadership of junior sailors.
CPO’s will learn how to help
junior sailors with career inten-
tions, development, and man-
agement.

The First Line Leadership
brief will be held for E-5 and
E-6 petty officers. This brief
is designed to educate the
first line leaders on pay and
compensation, retirement
issues, and promote effective
leadership of junior sailors.
The audience is provided
with information that can
help junior sailors with career
intentions, development, and
management.

The Junior Enlisted/Junior
Officer brief is broken into
two parts; one for the junior
enlisted, E-4 and below, and
one for junior officers O-4
and below. During each brief,
sailors will receive guidance
on career management, and
will have an opportunity to
assess the value of their skills
and pay as compared to the
civilian job market.

“The individual sailor can
see a comparison between
what they make in the Navy,
and what’s available to them on
the outside, so they can com-
pare salaries,” said CMDCM
Ellenburg. “They will be pro-
vided the information to make
an informed decision when it
comes time to decide whether
to stay Navy or not.”

The Selection Board Brief
will include detailed informa-
tion regarding advancement
and the selection board
process, which provides guid-
ance for individual service
record review and follow-up
on discrepancies.

For more information,
contact CMDCM Kenneth
Ellenburg at kenneth.ellen-
burg@navy.mil or (901)
874-2457.

Naval
Hospital

offers
advice on

career
moves

2006 Marine Corps Athletes of the Year Announced

PPHHOOTTOO  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  MMCCCCSS

Gunnery Sgt. Michael Green attempts a lift during a 2006 powerlifting competition. Green
was selected as the 2006 Marine Corps Male Athlete of the Year.

PPHHOOTTOO  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  MMCCCCSS

1st Lt. Jessica Utter was chosen as the Marine Corps
Female Athlete of the Year.



OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT MMAAYY 2255,,  22000077 BB77

 ADVERTISING
 IN THE

 CLASSIFIEDS
 REALLY WORK!

 •

 CALL OUR 
 CLASSIFIED 
 GIRLS AND 

 TURN THOSE 
 UNWANTED 
 ITEMS INTO

 CASH!
 367-3577

 Your Community
 Newspaper

 Working to serve
 you better!
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 Yucca Valley Ford Center

 *** All F150 Supercabs &  Supercrews. Photos are for illustration purposes only.  Plus government fees & taxes. Any finance ch arge, any dealer documentation preparation charge & any emission testing charge. + On approved credi t ** or 0 9/10 apr on O.A.C. with FMCC in lieu of customer cash. Plus tax, title DMV fees*  expires  5-14-07.     ***After All Applicable Rebates  and  Y.V. F ord  D iscount

 (800) 706-7657
 55189 29 PALMS HWY, YUCCA VALLEY

 M-F 8 - 9 • SAT 9-7 • SUN 10-6
 PARTS, SERVICE & BODY SHOP M-F 7:30-5:30
 PARTS, SERVICE- Sat. 7:30-3:30

 Online Credit Application 
 desertautofinance.com

 www.yuccavalleyford.com

 F IRST  T IME  
 B UYER  

 P ROGRAM !
 C ALL   FOR  D ETAILS

 0 %  FOR 60
 MONTHS ON
 ALL ‘07 F-150

 ‘04 CHEVY CORVETTE
 #P1353

 TRIPLE BLACK, CHROME WHEELS

 CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

 MANAGER’S SPECIALS
 ‘04 HUMMER H2

 #P1354
 CUSTOM WHEELS, BLACK ON BLACK 

 CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

 *Must finance thru FMCC. N ot all buyers will qualify. 0% financing for 
 60 months is not available with any other incentive offers. 60 months 
 at $16.67 per month per $1,000 financed with 0% down.

         MILITARY
 APPRECIATION BONUS

 $500
 Applies to new & Pre-owned vehicle purchases only. Must possess 
 current valid military ID.

 MANAGER’S SPECIALS

 YUCCA VALLEY FORD’S  PRE-OWNED CERTIFIED SPECIALS

 2007  2007  2007 
 SHELBY GT SHELBY GT SHELBY GT

 IN STOCK! IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

 NEW NEW NEW

 ‘04 FORD RANGER 
 SHORT BED

 #B02021  P1351

 ‘03 FORD TAURUS SE
 #257357 P1337

 ‘99 VOLKSWAGEN
 NEW BEETLE GLS

 #474122 P1278A

 ‘05 KIA OPTIMA LX
 #397832 P1331

 ‘02 CHEVY ASTRO VAN 
 7 Passenger, Low Miles

 P1347A

 ‘03 HYUNDAI SONATA
 #716220 P1358

 $9,995

 ‘06 CHRYSLER 300C SRT8
 #462005  7T070A

 $38,995

 $7,995  $8,995  $9,995  $9,995  $9,995
 ‘06 FORD FOCUS 

 ZX4 SE
 #137548 P1323

 ‘06 CHEVY COBALT LS
 #812105 P1309

 ‘03 HYUNDAI TIBURON 
 GT COUPE

 #043669 P1313

 ‘04 CHRYSLER SABRING 
 TOURING CONVERTIBLE

 #263194 P1348

 ‘06 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS
 #105689  P1336

 ‘06 FORD 500 SE
 CERTIFIED

 #164419  P1335

 $16,995

 $13,995 $12,995

 $13,995  $14,995  $15,995
 ‘06 PONTIAC GTO COUPE

 #541386  6T244A

 ‘06 CHRYSLER PT 
 CRUISER SPORT

 #57500  P1330

 ‘06 FORD MUSTANG GT
 #043669  P1318

 ‘06 DODGE RAM 1500
 #124747 P1349

 ‘05 DODGE RAM 1500 HEMI-SLT
 #107848  7F103A

 ‘07 CHRYSLER 300
 #640045  P1333

 $24,995  $30,995

 $12,995

 $18,995  $23,995

 ‘03 BUICK RENDEVOUS 
 CX SPORT
 #550475 P1307

 $12,995

 $14,995

 CONVERTIBLE

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES  Showtimes

 Effective 
 5/25/07 - 5/31/07 365-9633

 w ww.Cinema6theatre.Com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 Pirates of the Carribbean:
 At World’s End

 (PG 13 )
 Fri-Mon: 11:00am, 2:30,  6:00, 9:30

 Tues-Th: 2:30,  7:00

 The Bug

 (R)

 Fri-Mon: 11:30am, 3:00,  6:30, 10:00
 Tues-Th: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Spider-Man 3

 (PG 13)

 Fri-Mon: 11:30am, 3:00,  6:30, 10:00
 Tues-Th: 2:30, 7:00

 Shrek the Third

 (PG )

 Fri-Mon: 11:30am, 3:00,  6:30, 10:00
 Tues-Th: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

*According to the Wet Bulb Globe
Temperature index

All outdoor activities and training must be suspend-
ed. Weather conditions are too dangerous for exer-
cise or movement outside.

Strenuous exercise must be halted or reduced for
Marines and Sailors who haven’t had up to 12
weeks to acclimatize.

Strenuous exercise and activity must be reduced for
new, un-acclimatized personnel during the first three
weeks of heat exposure. Avoid outside classes.

Exercise can be conducted and discretion is required
for all heavy exercise unless acclimatized to desert
conditions.

GGRREEEENN
8800°° ––  8844..99°°**

YYEELLLLOOWW
8855°° ––  8877..99°°**

RREEDD
8888°° ––  8899..99°°**

BBLLAACCKK
9900°°**  ––  AABBOOVVEE

HEAT CONDITION FLAG COLORS

All unit PT must 
have water available

For current Heat 
Condition Flag status,

call 830-2190.

HQMC (MR), QUANTICO,
Va. –   The 1st Annual
USMC Combat/Operational
Stress Control Conference
will be held June 18 and 19 at
the Doubletree Hotel
Crystal City, 300 Army Navy
Drive, Arlington, Va. The
conference will bring togeth-
er military and civilian sub-
ject matter experts and
stakeholders in the COSC
process to discuss current
and future COSC training,
research, policies and pro-
grams. Invited speakers
include Jonathan Shay, MD,
PhD; Charles Figley, PhD;
and Brett Litz, PhD, as well
as other partners of the
Marine Corps COSC effort
from across the U.S.,
Canada, and Great Britain.
Topics to be covered will
include current research on
the prevalence of PTSD and
other disorders post-deploy-
ment, battlefield ethics and
its potential connection to
combat/operational stress
injuries, current best prac-
tices for identifying and

managing traumatic brain
injury, the role of chaplains
in combat/operational stress
control, Operational Stress
Control and Readiness in-
theater lessons learned and
much more.

The conference is open to
unit commanders and their
representatives, Marines, chap-
lains, medical and mental
health personnel, Marine and
Family Service Center coun-
selors, key volunteers, and fam-
ily members. Conference par-
ticipation is limited to 400 and
those who wish to attend are
required to register at
www.manpower.usmc.mil/cos
c. Early registration is encour-
aged. Please note that continu-
ing education units for medical
and mental health personnel
will not be available this year.

For more information,
see MARADMIN 312/07 or
check out the conference
Web site or contact Carmen
Carlisle at 703-432-9544 or
via email: COSC@usmc.mil,
or Maj. Adrienne Evertson
at 703-432-9199.
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