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Palm Springs mayor and city
councilman tour Combat Center
LANCE CPL. LAVINE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

LANCE CPL. L AVINE

Maj. Michael R. Glass, Explosive Ordinance Disposal team officer-in-charge,
explains to Palm Springs Mayor Ron Oden and councilmember Chris Mills how
insurgents plant imporvised explosive devises at the EOD facility Tuesday

The mayor of the city of Palm Springs and a city councilman paid a visit to the Combat Center for a base tour
Tuesday.
Mayor Ron Oden, who was elected to his position
Nov., 2003, and City Councilmember Chris Mills were
given invitations to a Combat Center base tour, which
they graciously accepted to gain a better understanding
of the training which prepares men and women in
service for the war overseas.
“I’ve received invitations in the past, but my schedule
never allowed for me to make the trip,” said Oden. “I
was determined to make it this time, and I am so glad I
did.”
Before Oden and Mills began their tour, they
received a brief from Brian D. Catlin, G-3 director,
explaining the numerous and continuous training operations aboard the Combat Center, including battle and
vehicle operations simulators, language and cultural education computer programs and other relevant preparation programs.
After the brief, Oden and Mills loaded a roomy government vehicle, whereupon Jim Ricker, G-5 director,
gave them a tour of mainside.
After Oden and Mills had a thorough tour of places
such as the Lincoln Military housing area, the Marine
Corps Communication-Electronics School student barracks and the motorized solar panel plant, they continued to Combat Center Range 215, home of Mojave
Viper.
The Iraqi Village at Range 215 requires companysized units of Marines and sailors to adapt and integrate
with Iraqi citizens and realistic battle situations by means
of communication with Iraqi role players.
Upon arriving at the range, the role-playing Iraqi
Mayor invited the guests into his residence for refreshments and a chance to discuss the training taking place
right outside his door.
The Iraqi Mayor, his assistant and his translator

Public Affairs Marine receives
award for hard work, dedication
L A N C E C P L . MONICA C .
ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Brig. Gen. Melvin G. Spiese,
Combat Center commanding
general, presented the Department of Defense Thomas
Jefferson Award to Cpl. Brian A
Tuthill, Public Affairs broadcaster, Aug. 1.
The award recognizes military
journalists and broadcasters for
going above and beyond required
instructions and bettering themselves as journalists and broadcasters.
Every March, broadcasters
and combat correspondents all
L A N C E C P L . MONICA C. ERICKSON
around the Marine Corps gather
Cpl. Brian A Tuthill, Public Affairs broadcaster,
their best work and submit it to
holds his awards presented to him by Brig. Gen
Melvin G. Spiese, Combat Center commanding the Marine Corps Division
general, after winning the Department of Public Affairs Merit Awards.
The United States Marine
Defense Thomas Jefferson Award, Aug. 1.

Weekend Weather
Friday

Corps Combat Correspondent
Association will go through all
the work submitted and choose
the best of the Marine Corps
for all categories. They will
choose based on creativity, best
usage of available equipment
and a clear command information for the audience.
The two groups that are
judged are units and personal
works. Units can be awarded for
their radio, television, websites,
newspapers and magazines. The
personal side is a writer’s best
news story, feature, sports story
and photos.
Tuthill won three awards: third
place for Print Journalist of the
Year, second place for Stand
Alone Photo and first place for
Outstanding New Writer. Lance
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- Mayor Ron Oden

explained the tact and manner that Marines and sailors
must use when dealing with Iraq citizens.
The group then visited the Explosive Ordinance
Disposal team, where they were given a tour displaying
the many types of improvised explosive devises and the
techniques insurgents use to hide them.
Oden and Mills then met Brig. Gen. Melvin G.
Speise, commanding general, at Littleton chow hall on
mainside to discuss their impressions of what they had
seen.
“I have the utmost confidence in our men and
women in service,” said Oden. “I am so appreciative of
the level of training they receive so they have what it
takes to survive.”
Mills agreed, saying he was also impressed and comforted by seeing the quality of training Marines endure.
“This is the type of thing which the average person
has no idea about,” said Mills, a city official of 6 years.
“It’s certainly encouraging to see how the Marine Corps
has adapted to the arena they are in now.”
Oden said he is glad he will be able to explain to others the dangers service members face in everyday tasks.
“Seeing all this was amazing,” said Oden about the
tour. “You can watch TV and read and watch all those
specials, but by being here, you really see what our young
men and women are doing.”
Due to the Combat Center acting as an essential
training element during a time of war, patrons can
expect increased interest from outside officials as service members prepare to fight and serve overseas.

Free Children’s Matinee
every Saturday 11 a.m.
Tomorrow’s Matinee

See AWARD, A4
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have the utmost confidence in our men and
women in service.”

For more movie info see A3

Obser vations
Uniform
regulation
changes
See B1

This Day in
Marine Corps
History

— 1942—

With the Guadalcanal airstrip
secure, 1st Engineer Battalion
commenced work on the runway using captured equipment. Three days later, the
first plane landed on
Henderson Field. Nearly 3,000
wounded Marines would be
evacuated during the battle.
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Sempertoons

By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf

Misfire
Last week we attributed the wrong rank to
Kenneth Rocquemore Jr. He was promoted
to sergeant major.
KENNETH ROCQUEMORE JR

Quick Alert fact sheet
What is Quick Alert?
• On August 15, 2007,
TriWest Healthcare Alliance
is launching “Quick Alert” –
a new service for West
Region TRICARE beneficiaries registered on www.triwest.com.
• TriWest’s Quick Alert service provides beneficiaries
with a fast, convenient, and
secure notification when
their new authorization or
referral has been processed.
• Quick Alert provides faster
notifications for beneficiaries, allowing them to access
information online 24 hours
a day, seven days a week at a
time that is convenient to
them.
How does Quick Alert work?
• With Quick Alert, beneficiaries who have registered at
www.triwest.com will receive
an e-mail from TriWest
Healthcare Alliance whenever a new authorization or
referral is processed in their

C.O.P. Corner
Community
Oriented Policing
The proactive voice of crime prevention
Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office Crime Prevention Section

Robbery/Burglary Prevention
It is the vacation time and we all like to go boating, camping or just take a couple of days off.
Whether you live in the barracks or in housing, vacations provide burglars with plenty of
time to enter your residence. They have enough time to remove large items and search
leisurely for hidden valuables.
If you are planning a vacation, take precautions to protect your residence while you are
away.The key here is to create an illusion of everyday activity.
Stop mail and newspaper deliveries, or have a trusted friend collect them while you are
away so that they do not accumulate. Make sure to have a trusted friend remove any advertising flyers that are deposited in your mailbox or around your door, driveway or lawn and
check your home inside and out each day.
Secure all doors, windows, pet entrances and garage doors.
Place timers on indoor lamps and appliances to illuminate your home at night, and set
timers to turn on radios and televisions randomly during the day.
Check that no bulbs are burned out on your indoor lamps, outdoor lighting fixtures or
low voltage lighting system.
Remove messages from your telephone answering machine daily so that the "beep" is
always short. And don't indicate on your message that you are on vacation
For more information on burglar proofing your home go to web sites:
http://phoenix.gov/POLICE/burgti1.html; http://phoenix.gov/POLICE /robbti1.html;
http://www.burglaryprevention.org/diy10.htm.

name.
• To protect beneficiary privacy, the Quick Alert email
notification does not include
any confidential or personal
health information.
• Registered beneficiaries
must
login
to
www.triwest.com to review
the authorization or referral.
• Only one Quick Alert will
be generated to a registered
beneficiary per authorization
or referral.
• Beneficiaries may unsubscribe anytime from the
Quick Alert system by simply clicking on the “unsubscribe” link in their Quick
Alert notification and following the prompts.
• Beneficiaries will continue
to receive a printed copy of
their authorization and referral notifications through the
mail.
Quick Alert is another valueadded service provided by
TriWest Healthcare Alliance.

Beneficiaries are encouraged
to take advantage of other
convenient online resources
available
at
www.triwest.com.
- Find a health care provider
- Download forms
- Pay enrollment fees
- Check claims status
- Track out-of-pocket costs
-Establish automatic payments
- Read TRICARE news Verify eligibility Update
personal information
Note: TriWest’s Web sites are
not intended for use by children under the age of 13 and
TriWest does not knowingly
collect personal information
from children under the age
of 13 on the site. If TriWest
becomes aware that we have
inadvertently received personal information from a
visitor under the age of 13
on the site, we will delete the
information
from
our
records.

Fisher-Price recalls licensed
character toys due to lead
poisoning hazard
WASHINGTON, D.C. – (August 2) The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the firms named below, announced a voluntary recall of the following consumer
product. Consumers should stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise
instructed. The Name of Product: Sesame Street, Dora the Explorer, and other children's toys
(about 967,000 toys)
The importer of the toys is: Fisher-Price Inc., of East Aurora, N.Y.
• Hazard: Surface paints on the toys could contain excessive levels of lead. Lead
is toxic if ingested by young children and can cause adverse health effects.
• Description: The recalled involves various figures and toys that were
manufactured between April 19, 2007 and July 6, 2007 and were sold alone or
as part of sets. The model names and product numbers for the recalled toys,
which are all marked with "Fisher-Price," are listed in their notice found on
their company’s website. The toys may have a date code between 109-7LF and
187-7LF marked on the product or packaging.
• Sold at: Retail stores nationwide from May 2007 through August 2007 for
between $5 and $40.
• Manufactured in: China
• Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled toys away from
children and contact Fisher-Price. Consumers will need to return the product.
Consumer Contact: For additional information contact Fisher-Price at (800) 916-4498 anytime or visit the firm's Web site at www.service.mattel.com

The following services are available to on-base personnel and residents through Crime
Prevention: literature, briefs, education, crime assessments, safety tips, the Stranger Danger
program, McGruff the Crime Dog, the Officer Friendly program, the Property Marking
program, and the Child Identification and Fingerprinting program. For more information
call Crime Prevention, 830-6094/5457.

Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office Crime Prevention Section

Center speak
What do you think about the changes
to the uniform regulations?
Opinions expressed in Centerspeak
are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Departmentof Defense.

SGT. A M I R H P H I L L I P

LANCE CPL. DANIELLE BRINKMAN

P F C. TOM PETERSON

HEADQUARTERS BATTALION

MARINE CORPS COMMUNICATIONSELECTRONICS SCHOOL

3RD BATTALION, 11TH MARINE REGIMENT

“I

think cell phones should
be allowed to be worn on
belts because it prevents them
from falling out of your pockets.”

“T

he uniform regulations
make sense. It makes
Marines look less eccentric
and more professional.”

“I

don’t think all pants
need belts if they’re
tight enough. They still look
presentable.”

What’s on your mind?
Centerspeak welcomes questions or submissions from service members, Department of
Defense civilians and family members.

Call the Public Affairs Office
at 830-5472 or 830-6213

Or go to:
www.29palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao
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The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way
connected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under
exclusive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This
commercial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the United States Government, the DoD, or the United States Marine
Corps. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert
Publishing of the services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, located in Bldg.
1417, during normal working hours at (760) 830-5472 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60-percent recycled paper.
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Weekend Community
Events
g
Friday
Ranch
h
Camp
p
for
Children, 9 a.m. to
o 4 p.m.
Aug. 13-17 at the
Thornton Ranch; call 3652269 for information.

Saturday

10

Line
e dancing
g class
s with
m Jory, 10
0 a.m. at the
Jim
Yucca Valley Elks Lodge;
55946 Yucca Trail, 365-2314.

11

Farmer’s
s Market, 8 a.m. to
n at the Yucca Valley Park
noon
and Ride; Kickapoo Trail and
Twentynine Palms Highway.

August

August

Sky
y Village
e Marketplace
e and
p Meet, 8 a.m. to
o 2 p.m.;
Swap
Old Woman Springs Road,
behind Barr Lumber, 3658999.

Hi-Desertt Nature
e Museum
m exhibit: “Sing
g Me
e Your
e Me
e Home” through
h Sept. 16; open 10
Story, Dance
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday; Dumosa
Avenue north of Twentynine Palms Highway, 369-7212.

Hi-Desertt Naturre Museum
m exhibit: “Sing
g Me
e Me
e Home” through
h Sept. 16;
Yourr Story, Dance
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday;
Dumosa Avenue north of Twentynine Palms
Highway, 369-7212.

Morongo
o Basin
n Old
d Carr Clu
ub Cruise
e Night, 2 p.m.
second Saturdays at Auto Zone in Yucca Valley.

Bingo, 5:30
0 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament School;
6555 Sage Avenue, Twentynine Palms, 367-3341.

Pioneerr Posse
e Old
d Westt shows, 2:30
0 p.m. on Mane
Street in Pioneertown.

Bicycle
e motocross
s racing, 6 to
o 7 p.m. at Coyote
BMX; corner of Sage and Sunnyslope in Yucca
Valley, 228-1299.

“High
h Schooll Musical,” 7 p.m. at Theatre 29; 73637
Sullivan Road, Twentynine Palms, 361-4151.
y Derby
y and
d Billl Church, 7 to
o 10
0 p.m. at the
Beverrly
Twentynine Palms Inn; 367-3505.

Jeffery
y Hafler, 6:30
0 to
o 9:30
0 p.m. at Twentynine
Palms Inn; 367-3505.

Starr party, 8 p.m. at the Hidden Valley Picnic Area in
Joshua Tree National Park.

MCCS Activities

Sunday

12

Breakfast, 8 to
o 11
a.m. at the Joshua
Tree VFW Post; 6402
Veterans Way, 3662717.

August

Sky
y Village
e Marketplace
e and
d Swap
Meet, 8 a.m. to
o 2 p.m.; on Old Woman
Springs Road, behind Barr Lumber, 3658999.
Hi-Desertt Nature
e Museum
m exhibit: “Sing
g Me
Yourr Story, Dance
e Me
e Home” through
h Sept.
16; open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through
Sunday; Dumosa Avenue north of Twentynine
Palms Highway, 369-7212.
Callan, 11
1 a.m. to
o 2 p.m. and
d Chrris
s Walters,
6:30
0 p.m. at Twentynine Palms Inn; 367-3505.
“High
h Schooll Musical,” 2:30
0 p.m. at Theatre
29; 73637 Sullivan Road, Twentynine Palms,
361-4151.

July
y 27-Aug.18: “High
h Schooll Musical,” 7 p.m.
at Theatre 29; 73637 Sullivan Road, Twentynine
Palms, 361-4151.

Tim
m Jones
s and
d Friends, 7 p.m. at Pappy and Harriet’s
in Pioneertown; 365-5956.

JT
T Sportsman’s
s Club
b Bingo, early birds at
5:30 p.m., others at 6 p.m., at the Sportsman’s
Club; 6225 Sunburst Avenue, Joshua Tree,
366-2915.

Matchless, 7 p.m. at Pappy and Harriet’s in
Pioneertown; 365-5956.

Summerr Mu
usic
c Festival, 7 p.m. on the Yucca Valley
Community Center field; 369-7211.

Thriftt Store
e Allstarrs, 7 p.m. at Pappy and
Harriet’s in Pioneertown; 365-5956.

Movies and recreation for the
upcoming week at the
Sunset Cinema
Sunday

Wednesday

Nancy Drew – 6 p.m.
(PG)
Waitress – 9 p.m. (PG-13)

Ratatouille – 2 p.m. (G)
Nancy Drew – 6 p.m.(PG)
A Mighty Heart – 9 p.m.
(R)

Live Free or Die Hard –
7 p.m. (PG-13)

Ratatouille – 2 p.m. (G)
Surfs Up – 6 p.m. (PG)
A Mighty Heart – 9 p.m.
(R)

Rush Hour 3

information go to
http//www.mccs
29palms.com

Tuesday
Fantastic Four: Rise of
the Silver Surfer – 7
p.m. (PG)

365-9633

Showtimes
Effective

Would you smoke the tailpipe of your humvee?

Gecko

Then why even think about lighting up?

(PG-13)

Hot Rod

(PG)

(PG13)

Everyday: 1:30, 6:30

Everyday: 4:00, 9:00

U-HAUL RENTALS

ALL SHOWS • ADULTS $8.00
COMING
BEFORE • SENIORS $6.00
AUG. 17TH
• SUPERBAD • 6:00 PM $6.00 • CHILDREN $6.00
• INVASION • www.Cinema6theatre.Com

29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley

369-7212

The Hi-Desert
Nature Museum’s,

(PG 13)

Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

Under Dog

57090 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

Giftt Shop

8/10/07 - 8-16-07

The Simpsons Bourne Ultimatum

(PG-13)

refreshments are available, and
prizes will be awarded along
with a puppet show, a character
artists, a clown and a face
painter. For more information,
call 830-6163.
• Club Silver Screen is hosting “Bike Night” Thursday to
show their support for the
Troops of 29 Palms with the
help of local Marines in the
street bike scene. This event is a
way of giving back to those
who fight for our freedom
every day while raising awareness of the importance of
quality riding gear and safe riding formations. It will also provide rider networking and a
safe venue to see professional
stunt riders at work, wearing
and using quality products.

Surfs Up – 7 p.m. (PG)

Cinema 6
MOVIE TIMES

Thursday
Evan Almighty – 7 p.m.
(PG)

Monday

will host a Warrior Night
Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.
SNCOs are allowed to invite
warriors of any rank into the
club to enjoy the free food and
camaraderie. Don't miss out on
this rare event. For details call
830-6610.
• Combat Center Officers'
Club is hosting Seafood Night
on August 17 from 5 -7:30 p.m.
with a wonderful array of sea
food. Adults: members- $18,
non-members - $23; Children:
members - $5.50, non-members - $6.50. Children’s menu
will be available. For more
details, call 830-6610.
• MCX is hosting the OEF
event Fall Family Fun Festival
at the Main Exchange August
17 from 3 to 7 p.m. Free

For more

Friday

Saturday

• Lifelong Learning Library
will to host Craft Time today
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Come and join us for a day of
crafts and friends. Craft materials
will
be
provided.
Appropriate for all ages, all
children under the age of 12
years old must be supervised
by an adult at all times. For
more information, call 8306875.
• Desert Winds Golf
Course is hosting a Glow Ball
Tournament on tomorrowstarting at 5:30 p.m.
Participate in a 4-person
scramble or be placed with a
team. Cart, food and prizes
are all included for $30. For
more details, call 830-6132.
• Hashmarks SNCO Club

Gecko
o Giftt Shop

Cigarette smoke contains
10 times more pollutants
than the exhaust from a diesel engine.

offers Novelties, Apparel,
Toys, Jewelry, Gifts,
Books, Postcards,
Souvenirs, AND MORE!

For more information on how to stop smoking or dipping:
Call Health Promotions at 830-2814 or
1-800-NO-BUTTS or 1-800-844-CHEW

361-7141

CONCERT LINE-UP

Ad created by Project UNIFORM.
Funded by California Department of Health Services.

FREE GREEN FEE’S
ALL MONTH LONG
at the Spectacular Cimarron Golf Resort &
Woodhave Country Club (this is not a misprint)

Hi-Desert Appreciation Month
For the Entire Month of August, Hi-Desert Residents are
invited to enjoy unlimited golf with NO GREEN FEE’S at
the beautiful Cimarron Golf Resort & Woodhaven
Country Club (Cart fee not applicable).
Come Enjoy Beautifully Manicured Courses, The best
Greens in the Valley, Spectacular Views and Sunny
Skies!!!
Just a short drive away, down the hill and to the right.
Both courses just minutes off I-10

FREE GREEN FEE’S So Get on the Tee Today

760-770-6060

www.cimarrongolf.com
67-603 30th Ave.,
Cathedral City 92234

www.woodhavencc.net
41555 Woodhaven Dr. East
Palm Desert, CA 92211

Promotion Available 7 Days per week
Play anytime Mon - Fri, Sat - Sun after 9:30 am
Promotion valid through August 31, 2007

Here are some of the WONDERFUL
CHILDREN’S BOOKS we are carrying.
All at REASONABLE PRICES!
“Lizards for Lunch”
“Life in the Slow Lane”
“Counting Little Geckos”

Plush Stuffed

DESERT ANIMALS
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Book Review: Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows
ELAINE LEWIS
YOUTH OBSERVATIONS

School will be back in session soon, and it’s time
for a refresher course in driver awareness and
safety. With so many kids out and about on their
way to and from school, it is imperative that you as
a driver approach the road with caution and watch
out for school kids.

Please join us as we remind
our parents and children of
“Back To School Safety Tips”
Call Today!
Hi-Desert Star 365-3315
Desert Trail 367-3577
and ask for classified!
Only $55 - 3 publications
Deadline August 24, 2007
________________________
Name
________________________
Address
________________________
________________________

The page will be published
in the
Hi-Desert Star,
The Desert Trail &
The Observation Post
August 29, 30 and 31

As a Harry Potter fan, more
like maniac, I was so happy to
hear that the seventh book
was finally out. Like most
Harry Potter maniacs, I had to
have the book the day it was
out. As soon as I got it, I started reading it. I was ten minutes into reading, and I had
already gone through an
intense action scene.
After that, I couldn't put it
down. If you remember, in
the sixth book, Harry finds
out that Voldemort has split
his soul into seven so that he
is almost indestructible. So,
the only way to kill Voldemort
is to retrieve all seven of the
horcruxes and destroy them.
But here's the catch, all of
Lord Voldemort's Death
Eaters are searching almost
every street. The Death

ELAINE LEWIS

Eater's have captured most of
Harry's first links to getting
clues about where all of the
Horcruxes are. To Harry and
the gang, they might as well be
on a deserted island.
When Harry, Ron and
Hermionie are captured and
sent to Malfoy's dungeon,
things don't look well for
Harry. But, with the help of a
magical and kind house elf,
they get out of there safely.
What else could go wrong?

Oh, I know, Harry's wand
breaking. Without his wand,
Harry might as well offer himself to Lord Voldemort.
Don't hold your breath
and always expect the unexpected. I couldn't believe it!
He actually offered himself to
Voldemort. J.K. Rowling really outdid herself this time.
When I neared the end, it
really wasn't what I had
expected. I only expected one
death. When I had read the
last page of the book, I was
really sad because I remembered that Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows was the
last book. Looking back, I
remembered the deaths, and I
started crying. This book is
very thrilling, and the deaths
are very powerful. I'm not
going to tell you who dies, but
I am going to tell you to go
buy the book and read it. That
is definitely a must.

AWARD from A1
Cpl. Nicole A. LaVine,
Combat Center's Community
Relations specialist, also placed
in the merit awards. She took
third place for the Outstanding
New Writer.
To win the outstanding
new writer, the Marine must
have only been writing for the
Marine Corps for two years.
First place award advances to
the DoD level.
"I think this award is indicative of Tuthill's daily performance," said Capt. Neal Fisher,
Public Affairs commanding
officer. "It validates our belief
that he is a great Marine
because it is not an award that
we gave him. It is a DoD
award that he won totally of
his own merit, competing with
correspondents through all
services."
The fires of Pioneer Town
in 2006 gave Tuthill plenty of
opportunities to write "real
news."
"What helped me win was
that I had actual news to
report on, which is rare in
the Marine Corps garrison
level," said Tuthill. "The fire

ELAINE LEWIS

Brig. Gen. Melvin G. Spiese, commanding general, presents
Cpl. Brian A. Tuthill, Public Affairs broadcaster, two awards
for winning the Department of Defense Thomas Jefferson
Award, Aug. 1.

was still going on as it was
being published."
Tuthill received a slight
advantage as a combat correspondent and broadcaster for
the Marine Corps. While in
high school he worked for its
newspaper and took pictures.
In 2001, Santana High
School experienced the
worse school shooting since
Columbine. Tuthill was
assigned by his English
teacher to take photos of the
healing of the school after

STORAGE
WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time
Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

•
•
•
•

Ground Level Units
Controlled Gate Access
Large Moving Truck Friendly
Month-to-Month Rentals

367-2510
5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

SPECIAL MILITARY
PRICING ON ALL
UNITS!

TLAS
A
SELF STORAGE

the incident.
During the memorial, no
professional photography
was permitted so Tuthill borrowed a camera from one of
the news stations and took
pictures for surrounding
newspapers.
Tuthill also began working
as a wedding photographer for
six months, which helped him
learn to take photos on the fly.
"Being exposed got me
used to copy editing and finding mistakes," said Tuthill.
"Those four years really set me
up for my experience in the
Marine Corps."
“I know I won the New
Writers award, and the only
way I can top that is if I win
the Print Journalist of the Year
award,” said Tuthill. “That will
be a challenge.”
Tuthill plans to stay in the
Marine Corps as long as he
can. “I want to stay in as long
as it’s fun,” said Tuthill. “One
of my main goals is to stay in
this military occupational specialty, but become a drill
instructor.”

Desert Heights/29 Palms

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Photo courtesy of DoD

1200 square foot, 3 bedroom, 2 bath home,
located on 2.5 acre lot

PUSH YOUR MIND. ADVANCE YOUR CAREER.
Pursue a mission-focused, MOS-related
degree at AMU that will leverage your
military training and education. Broadening
your mind will enhance promotion and
career opportunities. What’s more, we are
committed to helping you succeed, with
ﬂexible weekly schedules, monthly course
starts, and a book grant to cover all textbook
costs for degree-seeking undergraduates.

More than 50 online bachelor’s and
master’s degree programs, including:
• Homeland Security
• Information Technology
• Intelligence
• Emergency & Disaster Management
• Transportation & Logistics Management
• International Relations
• Criminal Justice
• Sports & Health
• Business

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE

Amy Hammer
PUSH YOUR MIND

760.687.5656 or ahammer@apus.edu

American Military University

|

www.amuonline.com/marines

$185,000
All items listed below are new and included
in purchase price
* Custom hand textured throughout
* 20” floor tiles in dining area, kitchen and studio
* Separate laundry room
* Studio with kitchenette
* New maple cabinets in kitchen and kitchenette
* 5 ton air conditioner
* Mirrored closet doors
* Ceiling fans
* Custom tile counter tops in kitchen and
kitchenette
* Custom tile in bath enclosure
* Wooden window blinds
* Preliminary landscape and irrigation
* Plush carpet in living room and bedrooms
* New appliances in kitchen and kitchenette

MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE
100% Custom
CALL NOW FOR PRIVATE SHOWING
(760) 285-3895
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Artist Creates Giant Purple Heart Medal
S A M A N T H A L . QU I G L E Y
AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE

WASHINGTON – When
Gen. George Washington
created the Purple Heart
Medal in 1872, he probably
never envisioned it would be

so huge. Literally.
Artist Roger Baker mowed a
1,000-foot long rendition of
the medal, covering 850,000
square feet, into a field at
Thomas Bull Memorial Park in
Hamtonburgh, N.Y., near the
town where the first awards

ANTHONY M. P U O P O L O

Field artist Roger Baker mowed this representation of a modern Purple Heart Medal into a field in Orange County, N.Y.

were presented to Revolutionary War soldiers. Baker said
his creation is a “gift of art” to
the American public.
The art work was unveiled
Aug. 5, two days before the
medal’s 75th anniversary. The
park is in the same county as
The National Purple Heart
Hall of Honor, near where the
medal was initially established.
“I’ve never dealt with the
emotions involved with loss
and tragedy associated with
war,” Baker said. “This forced
me to think about it, and I
couldn’t stop thinking about
it, and it brought up some
feelings and I had to pursue
those feelings.”
Baker said the project happened after a chance meeting
with a Military Order of the
Purple Heart official. A quick
series of local meetings with
officials of The National
Purple Heart Hall of Honor
and the Orange County
Commission
of
Parks,
Recreation and Conservation,
and it was a done deal.
The gently sloping field -- a
mixture of grass and purple
clover, which lends the design
it signature color -- will last for
another six to 10 days without

any touch-ups, Baker said. His
hope is he will be allowed to
maintain the artwork until
Veterans Day.
“Because of the nature of
what it is and what it stands for,
(we’d like) to allow as many
people as possible – the
American public, veterans - to
be able to come out and experience it,” he said. “If we get
the green light to keep this
maintained up until Veterans
Day, that means by that time
… the first-frost picture of it
will be unbelievable.
“Then we wait for the first
light snow,” he added. “The
snow lands on the low-cut
areas. It disappears on the
high-cut areas … (making) it
look like it was etched into
alabaster.”
Baker’s field art portraiture,
which ranges from 500,000 to
1 million-square feet, has
been featured on CNN and
NBC’s “Today Show,” and in
the New York Times. He has
mowed likenesses of the
Statue of Liberty, Elvis
Presley, Albert Einstein and
Jimi Hendrix into fields.
Washington established the
“Badge of Military Merit,” as
the Purple Heart Medal was

ASYMCA overcomes storm damage
A NC E C PL. N I C O L E A.
LAV I N E
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Armed Services YMCA
closure July 27 has affected
more than 80 Combat Center
families.
A leak in the ceiling over
two of the classrooms caught
the attention of ASYMCA
staff, who filed a trouble sheet
with the base fire department.
When the fire department
investigated the leaking ceiling
June 27, it was discovered that
those leaks were a result of
major structural malfunctions,
the worst being above classroom number three.
The wooden beams which
supported the ceiling had settled upon the frail metal tile
frames, causing them to buckle and crack in some corners
of the building.
In other areas, the wooden
support beams had actually
sawed through the metal
frames, but it was not until

Fire Inspector Mark Aid
removed the tiles that the
problem was visible.
“The problem was not
immediately apparent,” said
Anita Neu-Fultz, ASYMCA
executive director. “The firefighter investigators’ training
allowed them to notice a problem we didn’t see. It’s a very
good thing that they identified
this problem before it turned
into a catastrophe.”
After a thorough inspection
deemed the building structurally unsound, the department advised the center to
close immediately.
“The staff and parents
were immediately notified of
the issue,” said Neu-Fultz.
“We told them the center
would be closed until the
problem was resolved.”
Although the building has
been condemned, several base
organizations like Marine
Corps Community Services
and Facilities Maintenance
Division have given assistance

to ASYMCA by trying to
establish new locations for the
classes.
“The community center
offered us space for storage,”
said Neu-Fultz. “The community has shown us so much
support, and we are very
appreciative.”
As wonderful as it is to
see the Combat Center pull
resources together for the
ASYMCA, the loss of the
facility is felt by more than
the staff or instructors of
the center.
“This whole thing has had
sort of a domino effect, and
it’s more than just us,” said
Neu-Fultz. “We have parentchild interactive activities here.
For some parents and children, it’s their only way of getting out of the house and getting involved with the community. It’s those programs which
are being affected the most by
this.”
Neu-Fultz also said she has
received many letters about

Extra Coin in Your
Piggy Bank?
Stop counting and start earning! Our
5-month ﬁxed rate share
certiﬁcate of 5.65%
APY just made coin
counting easier.
Open an account
and earn the money
you deserve. Visit our
Yucca Valley Branch
and open yours today!

5.65

%

APY*

5 mo.

www.hdfcu.org • 760.228.3046
Designing Opportunities. Building Communities.
 "1:   NPOUI àYFE SBUF TIBSF DFSUJàDBUF NVTU CF PQFOFE BU )%'$6 :VDDB 7BMMFZ
MPDBUJPO"OOVBM1FSDFOUBHF:JFMEJTDVSSFOUBTPG.JOJNVNCBMBODFEFQPTJUPG 
JTSFRVJSFE&BSMZXJUIESBXBMQFOBMUJFTBQQMZ4PNFNFNCFSTIJQFMJHJCJMJUZSFRVJSFNFOUTBQQMZ
"OOVBM 1FSDFOUBHF :JFME BTTVNFT EJWJEFOET SFNBJO JO UIF BDDPVOU VOUJM NBUVSJUZ BOE UIBU B
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when the center will be
reopened from parents of
children ranging from six
months to 5 years old.
“We hope to be up and running and back on track as soon
as humanly possible,” said
Neu-Fultz.
She added that if any
Combat Center patrons have
questions or possible solutions, the main ASYMCA
office is still open and can be
reached at 830-7481.

originally known, in a nearby
New York town on Aug. 7,
1782. It was awarded to three
soldiers during the Revolutionary War before falling into
disuse.
Its use wasn’t again proposed until World War I, when
then-Army Chief of Staff
Gen. Charles Pelot Summerall
requested Congress revive the
medal. That movement died in
1928, but three years later, his
successor, Gen. Douglas
MacArthur, quietly requested
the medal’s design be retooled.
On the observance of
George Washington’s 200th
birthday, under general orders
of the War Department, the
medal was revived with a new
design and a new name.

However, it still was thought of
as an Army decoration; it wasn’t until 1942 that President
Franklin D. Roosevelt extended the medal to those serving
in other services who were
wounded in the Dec. 7, 1941,
attack on Pearl Harbor.
In 1952, President Harry S.
Truman carried that action a
step further, retroactively
granting the medal to any qualified service member back to
April 5, 1917.

The newspaper willl provide the names of Marines
who have earned the
Purple Heart in a future
edition

PROTECT THE
WORLD FROM
CYBERTHREATS
WITH AN
EXTRA-SHARP
WEAPON.
Conquer cyberspace by pushing a pencil! That’s
how it works when you register to attend
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Sign up for an (ISC)2
Review Seminar now!
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HARRY POTTER

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES
Immaculate Hear t of Mar y Chapel
Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of Catholic
Women (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the
Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth Group
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult Group
18-35 years of age married or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m. Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)

LAY-LED GOSPEL SERVICE
Christ Chapel
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship

MID-WEEK EVENTS
MONDAY
Immaculate Hear t of Mar y Chapel
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic Mass
TUESDAY
Immaculate Hear t of Mar y Chapel
5 – 7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(Second Tuesday of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st Tuesday each
Month
C&E Mess Hall Bldg 1660
11:30 a.m. Bible Study
Chaplain Flint 830-6187

WEDNESDAY
Villa ge Center
Holy Days of Obliga tion Masses
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in the Prayer
12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary Room contact Chaplain Flint 830-6187
Chapel
Christ Chapel
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir Rehearsal
VILLAGE CENTER
Sun 9 a.m. Military Council of Catholic 6:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Pre-Service Food/Fellowship
Women*
7:00 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
7:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Service
CHRISTIAN SERVICE
1ST THURSDAY EACH MONTH
Christ Chapel
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
DEPLOYMENT SUPPORT
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*
GROUP FOR WOMEN
PROTESTANT LITURGICAL
Christ Chapel
SERVICE
9 a.m. June 19, July 17, & August 21
Christ Chapel

ACROSS

DOWN

3. Special group of birds

1. Shows who's where

6. 1st year hat

2. Professor for Harry's O.W.L. testing

7. Moony, Wormtail, Padfoot, ________.

4. School for the Dark Arts

9. 6th year liquid magic teacher

5. George lost it in the Deathly Hollows

13. Turned to stone

8. Killer of Sirius Black

15. Non-Wizards

10. Animagus tabby cat

16. Bathroom haunting

11. Hides in the dark and takes the form of
your worst fear

19. ________ go underground and search
for gold.

Sun 11 a.m. Worship

12. Owner of the elder wand

20. 8-legged in the Chamber of Secrets

14. Not quite beheaded

23. Anti-Hermione

17. Harry's first crush

24. Anger-seeing professor

18. Misqouting journalist

25. Defeated Wagga Wagga Werewolf

21. Hermione's feline

27. Broken witch's pot

22. Defense against the Dark Arts

28. Robbed by wizards

26. Lupin's spouse

29. Tourney of 3

28. Hagrid's "giant" brother

30. Daughter of dentists

LAY-LED INDEPENDENT BAPTIST SERVICE
Christ Chapel
Sun 11 a.m. Worship

[Solutions on A11

LEGEND

STAY
MARINE

*Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions by calling 830-6456/6646

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

ary
Milcitome!
Wel

(Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

(760) 361-2450
4751 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms, Ca. 92277
spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

760-365-9731

Basin Wide
Opportunities for
Praise!

JOIN US IN
WORSHIP
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM
WEDNESDAY MEETING... 7 PM
READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM
(Except Holidays)

Skyview Chapel
Church of God

This Week’s Spotlight Church

Worship Service

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

10:30 A.M & 6:30 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree

Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119

Church of Christ

Victory Christian Center

Bible School........................................9:30am
Worship.............................................10:45am

7021 Airway, Yucca Valley • 365-9215

Hwy, 62 go South on Warren Vista (Starbucks)
Go left on Yucca Trail. Right on Chula Vista to Pueblo Trl.

Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

St. Joseph of Arimathea

Episcopal Church

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study...............................................7pm
Sage

Yucca Valley Church
of Religious Science

★

Lives & Building Dreams
Just the Best place to get Married Healing
Reverend Ron Scott
Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM
Father Ian Hanley
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
Sunday School, Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
365-2205
Onaga at Church St., Y.V.
365-7133
yvcrs.org

Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671

The United Methodist Church
Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
Worship 10:30 AM (Child Care Available)

Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

Good Shepherd
Lutheran
Church
(Missouri Synod)
WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM
WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN
59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548
Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

Pioneer Town

Cholla

HWY 62

Wed. Bible Study 5pm

(760) 365-4302
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
57889 Pueblo Trail, Y. V.

Buena Vista

Shaking the hi-desert...reaching the world!

Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am

367-7812

www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Call for free van ride
Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
Visitors Welcome
Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

Evangelical free church
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday School 9:00 AM
Nursery and Children’s Church
Adult Bible Study Wed. 6:30 PM

6804 Mohawk Tr.,
Yucca Valley (760) 228-1747

HOUSE OF PRAYER United Methodist Church
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church JESUS
Calvary Chapel Fellowship
56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley • 365-6331

Worship Service 10:00 A.M.
Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

Sunday Services 10:30am & 6:30pm
call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

Website: JHOPCC. ORG

OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH Hi-Desert Missionary Baptist Church YuccaValley Church of the Nazarene
6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms
Service Times

72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)
Sunday Bible Study
10 :00AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Worship 5:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study
6:00PM
367-9400 FREE CHURCH RIDES

Morning Service 10:00 am
Children’s Church during AM Service
Nursery provided

Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am 1:30 pm

29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIST

WELCOMES YOU!

72603 Juanita Drive • 367-7025

365-4014
SUNDAY

56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

29 Palms Church of the Nazarene

Interim Pastor Charles Ellis
Come Worship As A Family
Wed. Night Bible Study 7:00 pm
Sunday School 9:45 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
61960 Mt. View Cir. • Joshua Tree 366-7938

9:45 am Morning Worship
8:30 am Sunday School (All ages)
6:00 pm Evening Service

56248 Buena Vista, 365-7819
www.yvnazarene.com

of Twentynine Palms

6250 Mesquite Springs Road - 367-7338
Sun. Worship Service at 9:30 AM - Child Care Available
Sun. School: Adults 8:30am - Child & Youth 8:45 am
A welcoming and inclusive Christ- oriented community

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
Sunday Bible Study After Service
We’re Here for Everyone
Phone (760) 367-7133
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

www.stmartinschurch29.org

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
365-4014
SUNDAY

Bible School...................9:30am
Worship........................10:45am

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study..........................7pm
Sage

★
Pioneer Town

Cholla

Beth Glass, Pastor
First Southern
Baptist Church
Sun. Worship 10:45am • 6:00pm
Sun. Bible Study 9:30am
Wed. Potluck 6:00pm
Wed. Bible Study 7:00pm
6088 Sunset Road JT (760) 366-9211

JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!
7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

HWY 62

57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

Rob D. Watkins
Pastor

Buena Vista

• Nursery Care Available
• DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 6
• Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

Service Times:
Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
Thursday Night Bible Study 7:00
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Company donates free protective eyewear
to Combat Center Marines for use overseas
LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS
M . DUNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines from Battery I, 3rd
Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, received a donation at
Barger Harley Davidson in
Canoga Park, Calif., July 28.
The representatives who
accepted the gift were 2nd Lt.
Hamilton N. Ashworth, platoon commander, and Cpl.
Jeremy M. McDonald, the battery’s Marine Corps Integrated
Material Management System
clerk.
The two companies donated 28 pairs of Warrior V-Zero
Ballistic glasses developed by
Panoptx, a company that produces eyewear for outdoor
recreation.
“We kind of collaborated
with Harley Davidson on this
project,” said Dave Jones,
Panoptx representative. “Once
the glasses were developed, we
called around to all the dealerships and this one said they
wanted to help out.”

Jones said he originally got
the idea from his friend’s son, a
member of the U.S. Army’s
Charlie Company, 2nd Platoon,
3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry
Regiment, Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, who is currently deployed in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.
“Chris told me the glasses
saved his eyesight when an
improvised explosive device
exploded near his vehicle,” said
Jones. “A piece of shrapnel hit
the lens and left a huge gouge
in it. Without the glasses, he
probably would’ve lost his eye.”
Jones credits the design of
the glasses for saving his
friend’s eyesight. The lenses are
made of a material called
NXT, which Jones said was
originally designed to protect
the pilots of AH-64 Apache
attack helicopters.
“The material is kind of like
Kevlar,” he said. “It absorbs
impact energy. They’re made
of a urethane-based material,
which makes them self healing.
The nature of the product is

that it can’t shatter.”
Aside from the lens technology, some other features of
the glasses, including day/night
lenses, an anti-fog coating
inside the lenses, fire-resistant
foam padding around the eyepieces and adjustable frames,
make the eyewear ideal for a
combat environment.
“This really is remarkable
stuff,” said Jones.
The day of the donation
also marked Barger Harley
Davidson’s 30th anniversary.
Prior to July 28, the dealership
sponsored a special deal to help
raise money for the donation.
“Dave sent us an email saying
his glasses saved his friend’s eyesight and he asked us if any of
the dealers would be willing to
send some to the troops deploying to Iraq,” said Loretta BargerHanson, co-owner of Barger
Harley Davidson. “Anytime a
customer spent more than $300
at our store, we would furnish a
pair of the glasses.”
Ashworth said the donation
was greatly appreciated by the

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN

Lance Cpl. Tyler Ledbetter, Cpl. Matthew Beaudin and Lance Cpl. Dawson Williams model
the Warrior V-Zero Ballistic glasses donated by Panoptx and Barger Harley Davidson in
Canoga Park, Calif. Aug. 28.

battery and the artillery community at the Combat Center.
“It’s really a great deal for
us,” he said. “It’s nice to see the
support of people and organizations that don’t have a direct
tie to the military.

“We hope to do more of
this in the future because it
helps us out,” he added. “We
hope to find a way to help
them out in the future as well.”
The glasses will be given to
members of Battery I when

they deploy to Iraq in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom
this fall, and will augment the
issued protective eyewear that
they recieved from the Combat
Center’s Consolidated Issue
Facility (CIF)

Click and save.
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services. Delivered online so you can save now.
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or Elite and get up to

2 MONTHS

FREE

50 CASH
BACK

$

Go to att.com/military and click on the Special Offers button to sign up today.

*Cash Back Offer: $50 with purchase of AT&T Yahoo High Speed Internet Pro or Elite speed; cash back available to customers who have or subscribe to AT&T local and long distance service. Must be new customer to qualifying services.
Coupon redemption required. Coupon will be sent to customer 30 days following completion of service order. See coupon for redemption details. Check will be sent within 4–6 weeks following redemption of coupon to eligible
customers who retain qualifying services. Cash-back offer may not be combined with other AT&T promotional offers or ongoing product discounts. Offer ends 9/30/07. Offer may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice.
2 Months Free Offer: Bill credit applied after 3 months of service. Offer expires 8/31/07.
U.S. Navy imagery used in illustration without endorsement expressed or implied.
© 2007 AT&T Knowledge Ventures. All Rights Reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Knowledge Ventures.

Plans as low as

19.99 Per month*

$
A portion of your spending goes to support quality-of-life activities. Just another way AT&T supports your MWR.

and up to

A 8 AU G U S T 1 0 , 2 0 0 7

OBSERVATION P O S T

Lands interchange between MWTC
and Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest
C P L . REGINA ORT I Z
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

CPL. REGINA ORTIZ

The Mountain Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., plans to interchange lands with
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest.

Cut-N-Go
Marine Haircut
*$3 off On
Military, Boys
& Men’s
Haircuts
Regular Price For
Haircuts - $7

An interchange of lands
between the Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training
Center and the HumboldtToiyabe National Forest was
proposed this year to better
facilitate both organizations.
The interchange includes
200 acres of Department of
Defense land and 308 acres of
the National Forest land, on
which the base’s infrastructure
is located, said Melanie
Bengtson, MWTC environmental manager.
MWTC has been interested
in obtaining the land where

CELLULAR ONE
VERIZON WIRELESS
Grand Opening Promotions Aug. 14-31

20% Off on all

Wireless
Aug 14th
Accessories
BBQ,
Free Phones w/
Refreshments
Activations
(ask
for details)
& Fun!

*Must bring or mention ad,
one day only

We sell all wireless
phone and I-POD accessories
Bluetooth and More!

3787 Adobe Rd. 29 Palms, Ca 92277

760-361-5628
Mon-Sat 9am - 9pm • Sunday 9am - 11pm

the base stands since permanent facilities were built during the 1980s and 1990s.
In 2004, the 200 acres
located within MWTC’s
training area was purchased
by the Department of the
Navy to ensure development
wouldn’t be made on the private property that would
impact training.
This prompted the basis
for the interchange, Bengtson
explained.
In 2005, MWTC proposed
the interchange to the
National Forest.
This will prove beneficial
to both parties. MWTC will
obtain management authority
for the land where the base is
located, and the National
Forest will be relieved of an
administrative burden.
“MCMWTC personnel will
be able to mitigate force protection deficiencies and provide timely land management
and environmental compliance,” Bengtson explained.
“Presently, the Forest Service
must approve all repair and
construction projects in the
base camp area, including
environmental analysis of
impacts.
“The interchange will allow
the Forest Service to focus on
their primary mission, which
is forest management. The
former private inholding can
be integrated into the Forest
Service’s management activities,” she continued.
A memorandum of agreement has been drafted on the
details of the roles and respon-

sibilities of the two parties.
Although the MOA has
very little restriction on the
land MWTC will be receiving,
this will have no impact on the
surrounding communities.
The public will continue to
have access to the public lands
where MWTC trains.
“The Marine Corps will be
able to manage the base camp
land as they do any Marine
Corps installation, assuring
compliance with all applicable
federal, state and local laws,”
said Bengtson. “However,
continued access to the public
lands on which MWTC trains
must be provided.”
The Marine Corps is
responsible for any land damage or waste discovered on the
land acquired by the National
Forest in the interchange.
Before the land was purchased, an environmental
baseline survey was completed that indicated no evidence
of contamination or damage
at the time of the purchase,
she explained.
Regardless of the lengthy
process, MWTC and the
National Forest have agreed
and will pursue the final measures. A few environmental surveys and analyses must be completed. The Secretary of
Agriculture and the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of the Navy,
Installations and Facilities, must
sign the final agreement, and
once Congress is notified, they
have 45 days to comment.
Then, the interchange will be
published in the Federal
Register, making it official.
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HOT TOPICS
M E M O R I A L S E RVICE FOR
MGY SGT FORMOSA
Headquarters Battalion will hold a
memorial service for Master Gunnery
Sgt. Nicholas Formosa August 17 at 9
a.m. at the base theater. The uniform
of the day is prescribed for all service
members or appropriate civilian
equivalent is requested. The battalion
sergeant major will lead a memorial
motorcycle ride in honor of Formosa
and his love for riding to Camp
Wilson and back immediately following the service. For more information,
call Gunnery Sgt. Christine B. Britt or
1st Sgt. Lociendo Ferrer at 8306294/5418.

J O S H UA T R E E
COMMUNITY SOCIAL
The Joshua Tree Chamber of
Commerce will be partnering with
the Chaparral Artists and the Joshua
Tree Community Center to host an
old-fashioned Community Social
Saturday from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Everyone in our Morongo Basin
Community is invited to come and
enjoy a day full of activities, games
and entertainment. The Water Park
will be open, Joshua Tree Rotary will

OBSERVATION P O S T

be grilling hot dogs and hamburgers,
the Chaparral Artists will have cards
and small items available for purchase, and Kristina Quigley will be
announcing and singing from the
stage. All participants in the games
and activities will be given a chance to
win one of three MP3 players.

enforcement, DUI detection, criminal incident response and investigations. Volunteers are required to
attend a one-week pre-service
course to study basic law enforcement techniques and tactics. For
more information, call 2nd Lt.
Kristopher J. Knobel at 830-5456.

Failure to report an emergency at
MCAGCC from your cell phone
using one of the dedicated emergency lines may result in an unnecessary delay of emergency response
due to long distance routing of cellular 9-1-1 calls.

AUGUST SMOKING
CESSA T I O N C L A S S
SCHEDULED

W E LCOME HOME
P U R P L E H E A RT S

Are you a good student with at least
a “C” average? Looking for a job?
Motivated? If so, call 830-7572
x3003 and find out how you can
apply as a student hire at the
Commissary.

Kick the habit and learn to become
tobacco free! The Robert E. Bush
Naval Hospital Health Promotions
Program offers tobacco cessation
classes in the Naval Hospital. Classes
are offered at two convenient times of
noon and 5:30 p.m. To sign up, call
Health Promotions at 830-2814. The
next set of tobacco cessation classes
will start August 14. Call now before it
all goes up in smoke.

AUXILIARY M I L I TARY
POLICE OPPORT U N I T Y
FOR ACTIVE DUTY
The Provost Marshal's Office is looking for Outstanding Marines and
Sailors to become part of the
Auxiliary Military Police.
Volunteers will receive on the job
training as a Military Police
Patrolman. Duties will include traffic

REVERSE MORTGAGES
For Senior Homeowners
BENEFITS TO SENIORS
Helping Increase Income
Helping Improve Quality of Life
Helping Seniors Stay in Home
Helping Enjoy Retirement

1-877-967-4700

CO
NSU FRE
ME E
RG
UID
ES

America’s Heroes Foundation is hosting the Welcome Home Purple
Hearts for all Purple Heart recipients
and their families to commemorate
the 225th anniversary of the Purple
Heart. The event will take place at
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library in
Simi Valley tomorrow at 10 a.m. They
are anticipating 1500 in attendance
including representatives from the
military along with state and local
leaders. Call Steven H. Dell of the
Military Order of the Purple Heart at
(760) 361-7203.

CALL 830-3333/3334 OR 830F I R E F RO M
YO U R C E L L P H O N E T O
R E P O RT
E M E RG E N C I E S
O N BASE
Reporting emergencies that occur
on-base by calling from a cell phone
should be reported by calling
(760)830-3333, or (760)830-3334.

STUDENTS,
WE WANT YOU!

LEISURE ITEMS
FREE MAT I N E E E V E RY
SAT U R DAY
Sunset Cinema is offering free
Children's Matinee every Saturday at
11 a.m. Tomorrow’s matinee is
“Cars.” For more information, call
830-7269.

AUGUST 11 & 18: H I D E S E RT C U LT U R A L C E N T E R T O HOLD AU D I TIONS FOR
07-08 SEASON
Celebrating over 40 years of theatre,

the Hi-Desert Cultural Center will
hold auditions Saturday, August 11th
and Saturday, August 18th for its
2007-2008 upcoming theatrical season. This will be a season unlike any
other, said Jarrod Radnich, HiDesert Cultural Center resident. It
will mark the beginning of the
Center's new direction to provide
only the finest professional theatre
to residents of Southern California.
Those interested in auditioning
should contact Craig Knudsen at
(760) 861-5599 to schedule an
appointment.

E A S T G Y M ' S B ASKET B A L L C O U RT S
The East Gym’s basketball courts
will be closed until 21 Aug. for resurfacing. We apologize for any
inconvenience this may cause.

GL O W B A L L G O L F
T O U R NA M E N T
The course is hosting a Glow Ball
Tournament tomorrow starting at
5:30 p.m. Participate in a 4-person
scramble with nine holes at twilight
and nine holes of glowball. Cart,
food and prizes are all included for
$30. For more information on any
of the activities call 830-6132.

For medical news and information
about the Naval hospital look for the
E x a m i n e r inserted in the Observation
Post the first friday of each month.

Member of NRMLA An Equal Housing Lender
Licensed by DRE Broker Lic#01522910 HUD/FHA #24959-0000-3

Hi-Desert
Publishing Co.
Your Community Newspapers

Working to Serve You Better!

Funeral Services
Wiefels & Son
Funeral Directors
Yucca Valley , CA 92284
(760) 365-2301 FD1056
29 Palms
(760) 367-3579 FD841

Joseph Tandoi
Private Inurnment
Douglas Grimes III
Memorial Service to be
held Friday, 8/10, 2:00 p.m.
at the Wiefels Funeral
Chapel in Yucca Valley
Curtis Johnson
Graveside Shelter Service
at Riverside National
Cemetery Tues.,
8/21, 11:00 a.m.
John Welch
Memorial Service to be
held Sat., 8/18, 2 p.m.
at the Protestant Chapel
Marine Corp Base
in 29 Palms
Donald E. Gordon
Private Inurnment
Nancy Simmons
Private Inurnment
“We Care, We’re There!”
www.Wiefels.com

Mountain Valley
Memorial Park
Joshua Tre e, CA 92252
(760) 366-9210 FD1393

Marvin Bushong
Private Services are
Pending
Ruth Aselin
Private Services are
Pending
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VMU-1 sergeant named Maintenance
Marine of the Year by Marine Corps
LANCE CPL. KAT E LYN A. KNAU E R
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Showing extensive knowledge and work ethic,
Sgt, Ryan Roberthon, a Marine with Marine
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 1, received
the Marine Corps 2007 Aviation Award, Willie
D. Sproule Maintenance Marine of the Year.
The award is given annually to an enlisted
Marine serving in a maintenance billet on either
active or reserve duty.
Roberthon, a 25-year-old Marine from
Breaux Bridge, La., has been in the Marine
Corps more than four years and serves as the
quality assurance chief.
His job consists of inspecting maintenance,
ensuring overall safety for the department and
providing technical assistance to the work centers. He is also assigned as the emergency reclamation team leader in charge of assembling a
recover team and retrieving aircraft after a
crash.
“It’s a huge honor,” said Roberthon on get-

ting the award. “It’s nice to get recognized, and
I’m happy to represent VMU-1.”
Currently with VMU-1 transitioning
between two unarmed aerial vehicles,
Roberthon is busy working on both the Pioneer
RQ-2B and the new Shadow RQ-7B UAVs. He
said things have been hectic because of the
UAV transition.
“We are taking an aircraft and system that is
flown by the Army ground side and we have to
get everything in compliance with the Naval
Aviation Maintenance Program,” he said.
Roberthon, who has been in the same military occupational specialty his whole career, has
filled several different billets and says there are
things he likes about his job and things he struggles with.
“I like the challenges that I face from time to
time,” said Roberthon. “The one thing I enjoy
the most about my job is knowing that every
Marine in my section knows that I am someone
they can come to for help with anything.”
“There is so much involved with being in

quality assurance you are always learning something and discovering new and better ways to
do certain things,” he continued.
While Roberthon proves that he is excellent
at his job, he also is favored by many of his subordinates and senior Marines.
“If I had to rate Sgt. Roberthon on a scale
from one to ten, ten being top notch, I would
give him that ten,” said Staff Sgt. Stephen
Powell, database administrator. “He is a reliable,
level-headed Marine. He thinks outside of the
box, coming up with better ways of getting
things done.”
Cpl. Andrew Aittama, quality assurance representative, agrees.
“He is hard working and task oriented,”
Aittama said. “He’s really good about assisting
anyone that needs help or has questions.”
Roberthon, who has served on three deployments with VMU-1 since July 2004, will attend
a banquet and award ceremony for the 2007
LANCE CPL. K ATELYN A. K N AUER
Aviation Awards in October. Then he plans on Sgt, Ryan Roberthon Unmanned Aerial
catching up to his unit in Iraq.
Vehicle Squadron 1.

Marine from 1/7 stands tall amongst peers
P F C . J A R E D J. B U T L E R
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Many people have discrepancies and limitations that
can diminish their performance. Sometimes it takes an
indomitable will to overcome these obstacles to be
productive.
According to the Marines
of Company C, 1st Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, the burdens Lance Cpl. Lang Vang
has endured are insignificant
compared to his unselfish and
willing attitude to be successful and help others.
Vang, a 5-foot-1-inch rifleman with 2nd Platoon,

PFC. J ARED J. B UTLER

SOLUTIONS

Lance Cpl. Lang Vang
Company C, 1st Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment.

Company C, 1/7, is regarded
by his fellow Marines in
Company C as “the smallest
guy in the company with the
biggest heart in the company.”
“Vang gives 100 percent of
himself, 100 percent of the
time,” said Cpl. Justin Kerns,
squad leader, 2nd Platoon,
Company C, 1/7.
The fact that Vang scored a
perfect score on his physical
fitness test clearly exemplifies
his hard work ethic and determination.
At age 18, Vang is one of
the youngest Marines in the
company, but his inexperience
only pushes him harder to
learn what he doesn’t know.
“Vang’s willingness to learn
excels beyond most Marines,”
said Sgt. Josh Lyons, a squad
leader for 2nd Platoon,
Company C, 1/7. “I wish
more Marines had the heart
and initiative that he has.”
Although he may be the
shortest Marine in the company, Vang’s optimistic attitude
allows him to stand tall and
stand out amongst his fellow
Marines.
Vang’s size limits him to

carry the smaller M4 weapons
system instead of the larger
M16A4, but the rifle being
carried is nothing without a
great rifleman to employ it.
“He’s always the first to
volunteer and he never gives
up,” said Lance Cpl. Marlon
D. Silva, friend and fellow
Marine of Vang’s. “He’s a natural leader.”
Vang works to better himself as well as those around
him. He befriends and helps
his fellow Marines in any way
he can.
“Vang’s got the biggest
heart in the company,” said
Silva. “He always helps his
friends before himself.”
The great attitude Vang
possesses allows him to motivate his fellow Marines and
keep the morale of his platoon high.
“He’s never in a bad
mood,” said Lance Cpl. Beau
Wetherington, Vang’s team
leader. “He takes everything

Learn to
do taxes.
Call your
people.
The H&R Block Income Tax Course
will teach you how to prepare tax
returns and develop tax-saving
strategies.*
Bilingual students encouraged to enroll!
For class times and locations,
visit hrblock.com/taxcourses
or call 1-800-HRBLOCK.
H&R Block
6260 Adobe Road
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277
760-361-1040

Enroll now!
H&R Block*
You got people*

*Enrollment restrictions may apply. Enrollment
in, or completion of, the H&R Block Income Tax
Course is neither an offer nor a guarantee of
employment. ©2007 H&R Block Tax Services, Inc.
DisplayAD_L2NO

with a lot of enthusiasm.”
The Marines of Company
C regard Vang as a “quiet
leader” who respectably leads
by example.
“Whenever something
needs to be done, I do it as
fast as I can and try to think
of ways to do it better,” said
Vang. “I just want to help my
platoon.”
He said he joined the
Marine Corps so that he
would be in a position to help
out his family. He loves them
and wants to assist them any
way he can.
Although his family never
asks for Vang’s help, he

unselfishly continues to send
them money because he
knows they need it.
Vang, who recently married, is preparing for his first
deployment and is scheduled
to deploy with 1/7 to Iraq in
support of Operation Iraqi

Freedom at the end of this
month.
The Marines of Company
C know that Vang’s outstanding leadership will serve as a
great asset to him when he
deploys and for the rest of his
Marine Corps career.

LAW OFFICES OF
KENNETH C. GREGORY
is pleased to announce the opening of our
Coachella Valley Office
44901 Village Court, Suite D, Palm Desert, California 92260
Telephone: (760) 341-4411 (760) 322-9492
kgregory@socal-law.com www.socal-law.com
Practice includes:
Drunk Driving (DUI/DWI) & DMV Hearings
Criminal Defense Of All Felonies/Misdemeanors
Domestic Violence, Drug Charges, Assualts
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MWSS-374 volunteers, Reach Out
Morongo Basin give back to community
LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS
M . DUNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines from Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374 collaborated with Reach Out
Morongo Basin in Twentynine
Palms, Calif., Aug. 3 to volunteer their time and effort to
give back to the surrounding
community.
The six volunteers were
tasked with assisting an elderly
resident of Joshua Tree, Calif.,
by cleaning up his property for
insurance purposes. Due to a
physical handicap, the man
could not complete the task
himself.
“We were at work one day
and Pvt. [Jon] Collingsworth
mentioned that we should do
something to help out the
community,” said Cpl. James
R. Cowan, chemical biological
radiological nuclear noncommissioned officer, MWSS374. “After he said that, we
did some research and found
Reach Out Morongo Basin.”
Collingsworth, CBRN specialist, MWSS-374, said he felt
it was necessary for them to
volunteer.
“Marines, especially in
Twentynine Palms, sometimes
get a bum rep,” he said. “It
seems like all we do is take. We
wanted to do something to
give back to the community
and show our thanks for their
support.”
The volunteers met the
morning of Aug. 3 at Reach
Out Morongo Basin and traveled to the elderly man’s
house. When they arrived,
Cowan and Sgt. Michael D.
Rice, another volunteer and
CBRN defense chief for
MWSS-374, introduced themselves to the man and let him
know they were there to help.
The man told them what
needed to be done and the
Marines got to work.
They spent several hours
cleaning everything out from
underneath a lean-to in the
man’s yard.
“When we got there, all we
saw was junk,” said Cowan.
“Once we started cleaning up,
we found stuff that really said
something about this guy’s
life. It just goes to show that a
lot of people get written off,
but once you dig deeper, you
uncover who they really
were.”
After the volunteers sorted
through everything and prepared it to be hauled, Cowan
informed the elderly man they
would return another day to
finish taking everything away.
The man thanked Cowan by
shaking his hand and giving
him a thumbs-up as the volunteers departed the house.
Despite the heat, none of
the volunteers regret going
out to help and said they
would gladly do it again.
“I’m proud of Collingsworth
for coming up with the idea, and
the rest of the guys who came
and volunteered their time to go
out and help the community,”
said Rice. “I also want to thank
the squadron for allowing us to
take time out of our busy workup schedule to go help out.”
Cowan said he was also
proud of the job and feels it
was his duty as a Marine and
as a member of the community to help out.
“One thing our commanding officer has etched in our
brains since he arrived is that
we are Marines 24/7 and what
we do in the community not
only reflects on us individually, but on the Marine Corps as
a whole,” he said.
“Even though a lot of
these guys are leaving for
Officer Candidate School
soon, we still want to put
together another trip some-

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN

The six volunteers from MWSS-374 pose for a photo after helping an elderly resident of Joshua Tree, Calif. clear out a portion of his yard Aug. 3.

time at the beginning of next
month to go back and finish
the job,” he added. “Hopefully
we’ll have more people come
with us next time. Now that
the rest of the squadron
knows about it, they want to

get involved.”
The efforts of the six volunteers was also greatly appreciated by the staff of Reach
Out Morongo Basin.
“Reach Out Morongo
Basin is proud of its relation-

ship with volunteers from
both the Marines and sailors
stationed aboard the base,”
said Carla Nelson, program
manager for Reach Out
Morongo Basin. “We appreciate the volunteers and their

willingness to share their time
and talents with our neighbors
in the Morongo Basin.”
Despite hectic schedules
and sometimes overwhelming
circumstances, the Combat
Center’s Marines and sailors

continue to make great
efforts to give back to their
community. The volunteers
from MWSS-374 have set a
great example and have made
their mark through their
endeavors.
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Importance of Marines, physical therapy
L A N C E C P L . MONICA C .
ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Marine Corps and Navy
has used physical therapy to
help rebuild broken service
members back to full duty.
The physical therapy technicians twist, prod and pull
pained ligaments and muscles,
to find the weakest link. After
the spot is found, the technicians work the troubled
area. Slowly monitoring the
progress the Marine makes
while attending physical therapy, healing the Marine back to
full duty.
Some areas of the body
physical therapists can manage
are back and neck pain, spinal
and joint conditions, biomechanical problems and muscular control, heart, lung and
neurological conditions.
"We can use an electrical
stimulator, like an ultra sound,
and regular workouts with
some heat and ice," said Petty
Officer 2nd Class Clifford
Salviejo, physical therapy technician. "We try to build up
strength and restore movement and function throughout
all of our sessions."
The electric stimulator
manipulates the muscles, ligaments and tendons inside
the human body, loosening

up tight and bruised areas
when applied directly to the
pained area.
Along with the electric
stimulator, physical therapy
offers many different exercises. Stationary bikes, and elliptical’s are offered to patients,
along with a stair-master, thick
rubber bands for resistance,
medicinal, and exercise balls
and a full cooler of ice packs
and heat wraps for almost
every known body part.
The exercises usually continue for two or three weeks
depending on the seriousness
of the injury or how fast the
patient heals.
"We get approximately 40
patients a day, only around
three are from car accidents
and somewhere around four
or five are from sports, the
rest result in training accidents," said Salviejo.
When a new patient is
referred to physical therapy,
they are evaluated through
prior medical history and current pain scale. The therapist
then determines what type of
exercises are necessary to
stimulate the healing process.
They are given a treatment
plan to follow during every
session. They will attend physical therapy for a few weeks
while therapists and technicians monitor the progress

ELAINE LEWIS

Lance Cpl. John Buxkemper, 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, is treated with Russian Electrical Stimulation during a
physical therapy session at the Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital.

made on their set workout
schedule. The patient will then
have a follow-up and be evaluated for progress in strength
and range of motion.
After the follow-up, techni-

cians and therapists modify
the treatment plan and determine if the patient is a good
candidate for aqua therapy.
The patient can also be
referred to the gym for any

special protocol including
knee or back school.
"All our technicians are
outstanding," said Petty
Officer 2nd Class Christopher
White, physical therapist tech-

nician. "We are fully manned.
We're here to cover everyone
on this base, even people
attached to units on this
base but are not originally
from here.”
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Observations
August 10, 2007

Uniform regulation changes in effect
P F C . J A R E D J. B U T L E R
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Gen. James D. Conway, Commandant of the Marine Corps, approved
changes to the Marine Corps uniform regulations effective July 11.
The revisions provide clarification
to the Marine Corps uniform regulations to ensure standards are not misinterpreted.
The regulations are established to
ensure that every Marine maintains a
professional military appearance.
“I agree with the new uniform regulations,” said Cpl. Wendy Chavez,
Installation Personnel Administration Center, Headquarters Battalion.
“We’re in the military and should set
the example by respectably representing the armed services and the
Marine Corps.”
Regulations regarding the wearing
of cellular phones, the use of pockets and wearing non-issued bags in
uniform are just a few of the topics
clarified in the new regulations.
Cell phones must now be carried
in pockets and not on belts. The ability to walk and talk on a cell phone in
uniform is also prohibited, even with
an earpiece.
Marines may not have their hands
in their pockets while in garrison.
Any non-issued bags can no
longer be worn in uniform. Instead,
these bags must be carried by hand.
To ensure no regulation is overlooked, grooming standards are also
covered.
Now, male haircuts once considered by some to be motivational, like
the Mohawk, teardrop and horseshoe, are no longer allowed.
As a response to some female
Marines shaving their heads, the regulations mandate that females must
have hair at least a quarter-inch long
to ensure male and female Marines
remain distinguishable.

The wearing of jewelry was also
addressed in the new release to
include rings and earrings. Marines
are only allowed to wear one ring per
hand, and rings are not permitted to
be worn on thumbs.
Although the ability of male
Marines to wear earrings was not
specified in the last set of regulations, the changes clear up any misunderstandings. It clearly states that
males may not wear earrings in uniform or civilian attire.
To eliminate the possibility of
piercings becoming excessive, females
are only allowed to have one earring in
each ear while in uniform and in civilian attire.
“Projecting a professional appearance is what Marines have been
taught since basic training,” said
Gunnery Sgt. Christine Britt,
Company A gunnery sergeant,
Headquarters Battalion. “The new
regulations officially establish what
Marines should already know.”
The regulations set out to ensure
Marines look as professional out of
uniform as they do in uniform.
While in civilian clothing, Marines
must wear belts with trousers that
have belt loops and may not wear
civilian attire that shows an excessive
amount of skin or cleavage.
“Marines are supposed to look professional and be Marines 24/7,” said
1st Lt. James Peoples, Company A
commander, Headquarters Battalion.
“The focus of Marines should be on
the Marines Corps mission, not the
way they would like to dress.”
Circumstances regarding uniform
regulations that might have been questionable are no longer an issue. The
rules have been set in place and what
was once grey is now black and white.
For further information, refer to
the Marine Corps Uniform Board
Web site at http://marcorsyscom
.usmc.mil/sites/mcub.

10 Major Changes to Uniform Reg
• Hands aren’t allowed in pockets
of the uniform while in garrison
• Cell phones can’t be worn on
belts while in uniform
• Non-issued bags can’t be worn
in uniform
• The horseshoe, teardrop and
Mohawk haircuts are no longer
allowed
• Female Marines can’t shave their
heads

• Only one ring can be worn on
each hand; no thumb rings
• Females can only wear one earring
per ear in uniform and civilian attire
• Belts must be worn with civilian
trousers that have belt loops
• Civilian attire must not show
excessive amounts of skin or
cleavage
• Males can’t wear earrings in uniform and civilian attire
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August officer promotions
DARSEY JIMMY W
GOODMAN GREGORY W
LAW ANDREW K
L E B E RT O N DENIS
M AT H E N Y TYRONE E
M O O R J R GARRY W
R A M NAT H KIRTH R
S UAREZ LUIS A
SZEWCZYK JOSEPH R
WIECZOREK MATTHEW P

HEAT CONDITION FLAG
COLORS
GREEN
80 ° – 84.9 °*

DOW D E N MATTHEW A
M E A D S JORDAN A
W E L L E S BRYAN C
YEA GER IV CHARLES W

Exercise can be conducted and discretion
is required for all heavy exercise unless
acclimatized to desert conditions.

Y E L L OW
85 ° – 87.9 °*
Strenuous exercise and activity must be
reduced for new, un-acclimatized personnel during the first three weeks of heat
exposure. Avoid outside classes.

W H E E L E R EDDIE R

AGUILAR HOLLY T

All unit PT must

RED
88 ° – 89.9 °*

have water available
GL OV E R WILLIAM J

D I E T Z MARK D
H U B BARD MICHAEL P

Strenuous exercise must be halted or
reduced for Marines and Sailors who
haven’t had up to 12 weeks to acclimatize.

For current Heat
Condition Flag status,
call 830-2190.

BLAC K
90 °* – ABOV E

*According to the Wet
Bulb Globe Temperature
index

All outdoor activities and training must
be suspended. Weather conditions are
too dangerous for exercise or movement
outside.

WITH A TRIBUTE IN

A special section to be placed
in the Hi-Desert Star, Observation Post and The Desert Trail for Veterans Day 2007
Hi-Desert Publishing Co. welcomes stories, photos and memorabilia about
you, your spouse or a family member, who served in the military
in wartime or in peace

Submission Deadline: 5 p.m. September 30
Please send stories, photographs and memorabilia to:
Hi-Deser t Publishing Co.
Militar y Memories
P.O. Box 880
Yucca Valley, CA 92286
You may bring your submissions to The Desert Trail
office at 6396 Adobe Road, Twentynine Palms, or the
Hi-Desert Star office at 56445 29 Palms Highway in
Yucca Valley.
Call 367-3577 or 365-3315 if you have questions or if
you need help writing your story.
Photographs courtesy of the Library of Congress

Hi-Desert
Publishing Co.
Your Community Newspapers

Working to Serve You Better!
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Survival tips for Mojave Desert residents
LANCE CPL. NICOLE A.
LAVINE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

www.OP29online.com

It is a common plot seen on
television or in movies: a lone
person is stranded in the
desert, left with minimal
recourse for survival. Although
it may be an appealing story
line, it’s also a realistic danger
which can happen to anyone
living in a desert area.
Especially areas as vast as
Twentynine Palms.
Temperatures in Twentynine Palms may rise as high as
130 degrees in the shade in the
summer, with as little as 2 percent humidity, according to the
Combat Center Handbook on
Desert Environment and
Survival.
Petty Officer 1st Class
Jeremiah Dorn, 3rd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment, advises
locals to always stay put in
case they become lost.
“If you can see a road from
where you are and you can get
to it, go to it,” said Dorn. “If
there aren’t any roads around,
find the highest peak around
you and stay there. That’s why
it’s important for [service
members] to carry their signal
mirrors with them everywhere
they go. Those mirrors can be
seen as high as two miles up in
the air.”
Dorn added that one should
avoid moving around during
the day, but if that is not a possibility, to stay in shaded areas
as much as one can.
Chief Petty Officer John
M. Pellior, leading chief petty
officer at the Tactical
Training Exercise Control
Group Logistics Training
Section, agreed.
“Do what the desert creatures do,” said Pellior. “Be
most active in the early
morning or at night and rest
during the day.”
Pellior
added
that
although staying still during
the day may not be optimal
for certain training units,
many parenting units aboard
the Combat Center train at
night, said Pellior.
“When you’re out in the
sun during the day, keep your
skin covered because direct
sun exposure dehydrates you”
said Pellior. “Also avoid eating

large meals. You should just
snack because most foods
have the proper amount of
sodium to keep you going.”
Dorn agreed, saying that
the body uses water when it
digests food.
“You don’t want to eat any
more than you need to,” he said.
There are many reptiles,
insects and animals in the
desert which could pose
threats to humans who act
carelessly.
For example, the Western
Diamondback Rattlesnake,
usually brown colored with
diamond markings on its
back and white and black
rings on its tail, is notorious
for being bold against potential predators and its potency
of venom, according to the
handbook.
To avoid snake bites,
watch where you step
because most snakes blend in
well with surrounding rocks
and shrubs.
Take extra caution when
in shaded areas, and make no
sudden movements when
placing your hands or feet
near an area where a snake
may be hiding.
If bitten by a snake, kill it
if possible. Proper identification of the snake will assist in
treatment of the bite.
A significantly venomous
spider in the desert is the

LANCE CPL. NICOLE A. L AVINE

Ensure you always have the proper gear handy for desert survival.

female black widow, a black
spider with a red hour-glass
shape on its underside. Black
widow spiders prefer dark
and dry secluded places such
as garage corners, sheds,
under rocks and under seat
pits of toilets. Although this
bite is rarely fatal, it is usually very painful, according to
the handbook.

The Brown Recluse,
another extremely venomous
spider, is brown-colored with
a violin shape on its back.
They usually hide in dark,
cool areas like woodpiles.
The venom of a bite can be
deadly and actually rots skin
away. It is the most dangerous spider in the country.
Bats, which are common

flying mammals in the desert,
must drink fresh water daily
and are therefore good water
indicators.
If you are low on water,
do not try to ration out the
water to the extreme of
dehydration. Instead, sipping water bits at a time and
storing it in your body keeps
you better hydrated, accord-

ing to the handbook.
For more information on
desert survival, refer to the
Combat Center Handbook
of Desert Environment and
Survival, the Robert E.
Bush Naval Hospital information desk at 830-2190 or
contact the Joshua Tree
National
Park
Ranger
Station at 367-5500.
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Camp Purple free to children of deployed military

COURTESY PHOTO

COREY MCQUAY
YARBROUGH
YOUTH OBSERVATIONS

Camp Operation Purple is a
week long camp designed for
military kids whose parents
have been deployed, are
deployed or are going to deploy.
The camp is organized by the
Boys and Girls Club of
America and sponsored by the
National Military Family
Association,
Triwest
Healthcare; Sierra Club, and the
Michael and Susan Dell
Foundation. There are locations all around the United
States.
The Camp Operation Purple
I attended began on July 16 and
ran until July 21. It is located in

the mountains about 17 miles
north of Santa Barbara (about a
600 mile round trip from
MCAGCC). One hundred military kids attended from all over
California representing all of
the military branches. The
campers ranged from first grade
to twelfth grade.
We spent our first day of
camp getting kids sorted into
their cabins. Once campers
arrived they were led to their
cabins by their counselors to
drop off their luggage. We were
then taken to the Sunset Bowl.
This was an area where the
American Flag was raised and
lowered. Campers were then
dismissed by cabin number and
regrouped at the dining hall for
dinner.
The food was prepared by
Chef Fabio. The first night we
dined on meatloaf with some
tomato soup, salad followed by
cookies for dessert. After the
meal, we went back to the
Sunset Bowl for a campfire.
The counselors performed skits
for us before rushing us off to

bed. Lights out was 9:30 p.m.
for the younger campers and
10:00 p.m. for the rest.
Each day’s activities were different for each cabin. All
campers started each day with
breakfast usually consisting of
cereal, bacon or sausage, fruit,
eggs, and pancakes or waffles.
Then campers had three periods before lunch. Periods
would consist of archery, arts
and crafts, drama, swimming or
climbing the rock wall. After
lunch, campers would have
more activities like rock wall, a
rope course and cabin free time.
After those four periods in
the afternoon, there was always
a “special” period. Monday was
designated “Military Day”.
Members from the Army and
Coast Guard came and
explained what they do. They
showed the campers some military gear including gas masks, a
humvee and MREs! Tuesday
was “Zoo To You Day” where
the campers learned about different types of animals from
the Rain Forest and how they

0&&6 ZHHNO\

keep the Rain Forest working.
Wednesday was “Carnival
Day”. The counselors set up
several carnival games including
PIE YOUR COUNSELOR
(the favorite game), the ring
toss, the beanbag toss and the
milk bottle target game. There
was also face painting, balloon
animals and snacks.
On
Thursday, a group of therapy
dogs and their trainers talked to
the campers about how they felt
about their parent(s) being
deployed. The campers were
able to pet all of the dogs and
were sad to see them go.
After the special period, the
counselors
lowered
the
American Flag and then dismissed the campers for supper.
After supper the campers went
to their cabins and got ready for
bed. The exception was Friday
evening or “Reward Night,” as
the counselors called it. Each
cabin received a special reward
depending upon how well
behaved and neat each cabin
had been throughout the week.
For cabins 1, 3, 5 and 7, it was

COURTESY PHOTO

Camp Operation Purple is a week-long camp for military
children whose parents have been deployed.

Macho Nacho Night. The
campers got to make their own
nachos and watch movies.
When Saturday came, it was
time to say good-bye to the
friends that were made and all
the counselors. The campers
regrouped with their families as
they arrived and told them
about all the wonderful events
that had happened at Operation
Purple.
Camp Operation Purple was
a great experience for all those
who attended and it made all of
the campers feel good being

around other military kids who
were in the same situation of
having a deployed family member. I highly recommend signing your military kids up for this
free camp next summer!
OOH-RAH!
For more information on
Camp Purple call 1-800-2600218 or e-mail families@
nmfa.org
This is the first in a seriies of articles on Camp
Purple
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Yucca Valley Ford Center
FIRST TIME
BUYER
PROGRAM!
CALL FOR
DETAILS

%
0
0%

THIS WEEK
ONLY

‘01 FORD 6 CYL
LOADED
TAURUS
LOW MILES SES
#154346

D
D
L
L
O
$8,995
SSO
#943744

00 PONTIAC
GRAND PRIX

GT
$8,995
#333877

$7,995

01 DODGE RAM ‘05 PONTIAC GRAND AM
1500 SUPERCAB
4 DR
AUTO CD
P. WINDOW

#595319

‘04 BUICK
CENTURY

GREAT BUY

P1375 #269622

#213995

$9,999

$11,995

$10,995

‘02 NISSAN 05 FORD RANGER
SUPERCAB
ALTIMA
CUSTOM
GROUND
EFFECTS

P1373 #407067

#A76986

06 FORD
FUSION

‘06 DODGE
STRATUS

AIR, CD

$13,995 $13,995

P1362 4224017

P
U
UP

T
T

TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER

#141349

FORD FREESTAR
P1365 #A02456

#716220 P1358

7 PASSENGER
VAN

‘07 FOCUS SE’s
AUTO, PL, PW, TILT, CRUISE,
CD, ALLOY WHEELS

Online Credit Application
desertautofinance.com

www.yuccavalleyford.com

#237625 #195767
#237841 #165784

05 DODGE
AUTO, AIR, NEON
CD

#171844

LOW MILES

$9,995

$9,995

‘04 PT
CHRYSLER
CRUISER

‘07 FORD
FOCUS
P1368 #136384

7F200A #238006

$12,995 $13,995
‘05 HYUNDAI
SANTA FE

LIKE NEW

$15,995

P1374

‘03 HYUNDAI
SONATA

‘07 PONTIAC
G6
#132442

#887981

$16,995

$16,995

‘03 LINCOLN AVIATOR
Manager Special
LIKE NEW

$18,995 CALL FOR PRICE $22,995

4

O
O

EESS
BBAATT
E
E
R
R
IINN

PRE-OWNED BLOW OUT SALE

‘04 SUZUKI
FORENZA LX
AUTO, AIR,
CD

R
PR
A
AP
O
O

** R
R

0
0
0
0
0
0
,
$$44 ,

++

#P1359 #J33407

ONLY $19,995
LOW MILES
PRE-OWNED CERTIFIED

ALL 4 PRICED AT

(800) 706-7657
55189 29 PALMS HWY, YUCCA VALLEY

LOADED, DVD
NAV SYS.

$13,995

M-F 8 - 9 • SAT 9-7 • SUN 10-6
PARTS, SERVICE & BODY SHOP M-F 7:30-5:30
PARTS, SERVICE- Sat. 7:30-3:30

+ On selected models. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Plus government fees & taxes. Any finance charge, any dealer documentation preparation charge & any emission testing charge. Expires 8-13-07. ***After All Applicable Rebates and Y.V. Ford Discount
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Yucca Valley Suzuki
Way of Life!
AMERICA’S #1 WARRANTY

100,000 MILES • NO DEDUCTIBLE • FULLY TRANSFERABLE

XL 7

GRAND VITARA

SX4

0%

AERIO

FORENZA

RENO

*+

APR UP
TO 48 MONTHS

(760) 369-7151

56916 29 Palms Hwy.

Visit us on the web at www.yuccavalleycars.com
X
In Lieu of Rebates on all 07 Grand Vitaras & XL-7’s. XX In Lieu of Rebates on all 07 SX-4’s, Forenza, Forenza Wagon, Aero and Reno.
***Includes all applicaple rebates. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. On approved credit. +* Based on American Suzuki Financial Services 30 Month Lease Program. + XL-7
Crossover $3,258 due at lease signing. ++ Based on American Suzuki Financial Services 36 month lease program SX-4 $3,009 due at lease signing. +++ Grand Vitara $3,013 due at lease signing. Offer ends close of business 8-13-07.

DROP IN TO
YUCCA VALLEY
CHRYSLER

USED CAR
SPECIALS

29 PALMS

FULLY LOADED

99 CADILLAC ESCALADE
P4750A #405740

TO DRIVE HOME A
GREAT CAR TODAY!
Yucca Valley Chrysler

29 Palms
has teamed up with the MILES
Program! Come visit our store
where you will be welcomed
and respected and can
drive home a quality vehicle
purchased at a fair price.

Kelly Blue Book Price

$15,500
Your Price $12,495
05 FORD ESCAPE XLT 4 DOOR
P4823A #B30258

Kelly Blue Book Price

$17,545
Your Price $15,495
06 JEEP WRANGLER X SPORT
ONLY 19,000 MILES HARD TOP
P4755B #734968

Pre-Qualify Online at
usmiles.com
YUCCA VALLEY CHRYSLER

29 PALMS
72878 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

760-367-1919
Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any
emission testing charge.

Kelly Blue Book Price

$21,705
Your Price $18,995
ONLY AT YUCCA VALLEY CHRYSLER

29 PALMS

