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NEWS RELEASE

The FINRA Investor Education
Foundation will host a free finan-
cial education forum for Combat
Center Marines, sailors and family
members tomorrow at the base
theater from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The foundation will host 11
free financial education forums
for military servicemembers and
their spouses this week at nine
military installations throughout
Southern California.

The forums, which coincide
with Military Saves Week, will
address the distinct financial chal-
lenges of military personnel and
highlight free tools and resources

available to help them learn to
make prudent financial decisions
for themselves and their families.

“From deployments to perma-
nent change of station moves, ser-
vicemembers and their families are
faced with a unique set of chal-
lenges when working to keep their
financial houses in order,” said John
M. Gannon, executive director of
the FINRA Investor Education
Foundation. “Our forums seek to
arm them with the critical informa-
tion and education they need to
better inform their financial deci-
sions and help them manage their
money with confidence.”

The FINRA Foundation—the
largest foundation in the country
devoted to investor education—
launched the Military Financial

Education Program in 2006 and is
a partner in the U.S. Department
of Defense Financial Readiness
Campaign. Since then, the
Foundation has conducted educa-
tional seminars at more than 35
military installations around the
world and at sea, reaching more
than 8,000 servicemembers and
their families and launched a com-
prehensive online Web site,
SaveAndInvest.org, designed to
help servicemembers and their
spouses become better informed
about their financial choices.

At the events, attendees will
learn about debt and credit man-
agement, best practices for saving
for a child’s college tuition and
smart strategies for retirement
planning. In addition, the forums

will focus on the importance of
preparing financially for upcom-
ing deployments. Seminars
include: Smart Credit
Management; Avoid the
Predatory Loan Trap; Mutual
Funds, 529 Plans and More; and
Smart Saving for Retirement.

The events are taking place
during Military Saves Week, which
is a social marketing campaign by
the Consumer Federation of
America (CFA) to encourage ser-
vicemembers and their families to
build wealth. The FINRA
Foundation is a proud supporter
of CFA in this effort.

Each forum is open to active
duty servicemembers, reservists,

See FINRA, A11

MILITARY 
SAVES 
WEEK

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
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The Department of Defense has desig-
nated Feb. 25 through March 3 as
Military Saves Week to encourage serv-
ice members and their families to adopt
good spending and saving habits.

Marine Corps Community
Services is supporting the operation
by asking Marines, sailors and family
members aboard the Combat Center
to join the campaign as part of
Operation Financial Fitness.

“MCCS Personal Financial
Management Program is delighted to
support Operation Financial Fitness
and the Military Saves campaign,”
said Jany Wasdin, the Personal
Financial Management Program
coordinator. “We see an incredible
need for improved saving habits in
today’s world. This is a model pro-
gram for changing lives by creating
economic opportunity.”

The organizations that are sup-
porting this campaign are continuous
program that helps promote wealth
building techniques to military mem-
bers and their families. The program
gives tips to set savings goals, open
savings accounts, increase debt pay-
ments and participate in financial
education programs.

According to the Military Saves
Web site, the program can be used by
individuals, or can be used by differ-
ent organizations or leaders to
inform their employees about
Military Saves and its advantages.

“This year we will build on pre-
vious efforts and will include spe-
cial emphasis for our military chil-
dren and youth,” said Dr. David
Chu, the Under Secretary of
Defense. “We appreciate the enthu-
siasm of the leadership at the
installations who volunteered to
support this special effort to reach

See MONEY, A8

Free financial education forums at Combat Center



AA22 FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 2200,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

SSeemmppeerrttoooonnss By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf

C.O.P. Corner Community Oriented Policing

Larcenies have always been a
big problem across the U.S.
There has been an increasing
problem of thefts aboard the
base and especially in the bar-
racks, which is an issue we have
to strongly look at and find a
way to address.

Out of the eight larcenies,
almost all of them could have
been prevented or been easier to
solve if the person would have
secured the items properly, kept
receipts of merchandise or
marked or engraved their prop-
erty for identification purposes.
Also ensure that you write down
and keep a record of all serial
numbers and other identifiers of
merchandise and keep that list
in a secure location. Most pawn
shops will not take property that
has engraving markings on
them.

Larcenies aboard MCAGCC
The total number of Marine-related DUI’s
so far this year are 22, through Feb 11.

All of them have lost or will lose their
driving privileges for a minimum of one
year.

For more information on DUI/DWI and
convictions go to:
•http://criminal-law.freeadvice.com/
drunk_driving/califor nia-dui.htm
• http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/ hdbk/
pgs73drinkcostchart.htm

The following services are available to
on-base personnel and residents through
the Crime Prevention Section:

Literature, Briefings, Education, Crime
Assessments, Safety Tips, Stranger Danger
Program, McGruff the Crime Dog, Officer
Friendly Program, Operation Identification
(Property Identification), Child
Identification and Fingerprinting.

For more information about the above
services, contact the PMO Crime
Prevention Section at 830-4561 or 830-
6094.

Here are the stats on how many DUIs/DWIs we have had aboard
MCAGCC and off the installation:

Unit                  Totals  On Base/Off Base Ranks
7th Mar 0 0/0
1/7 0 0/0
2/7 1 0/1 1LCpl
3/7 2 1/1 2Cpl
3/4 1 0/0 1Cpl
3/11 2 0/2 2Cpl         
3rd LAR 1 1/0 1Pvt
1st Tank 2 2/0 1LCpl/1Cpl
3rd AABN 2 0/0
MWSS-374 2 2/0   1 Pfc/1LCpl
CLB-7 0 0/0      
VMU-1 0 0/0
MCCES 4 4/0 2Pfc/1LCpl/1GySgt
HQBN 4 2/2      2LCpl/2Cpl
Nav Hosp. 0    0/0       
23rd Dental 0             0/0
Other Mil 0 0/0
Mil Dep 0 0/0
DOD Civ 0   0/0
Other 1 1/0 1Sp4
Grand Total 22

DUI / DWI Update

DDOOWWNN

2. Jimmy Kimmel’s first job as a host

3. Originator of the song that implies
someone is taking too long

4. The one event where the atheletes
aren’t questioned about their use
of steroids

6. Don’t pick the wrong briefcase

7. Bob Barker finally retired...

10. MTV’s original reality show

11. Unknown dates with bad com-
mentary

AACCRROOSSSS

1. Phone your friends while they
Google the answer: Perfect combo!

5. Where kids would await instruc-
tions from a giant, talking stone
wall

8. The “auditions” are the best parts
to watch

9. Pray you get a letter so you can see
Vanna White

12. It’s a “relative” competition

13. Playing tic-tac-toe with celebrities

14. Teaching athletes and movie stars 

how to dance

15. Where the girls fight over the guy
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NAVAL HOSPITAL TWENTYNINE

PALMS

“Put it
toward

new uniforms.”

SEAMAN MICHAEL DENSON

CPL. TREVOR SCELSO

3RD BATTALION, 4TH

MARINE REGIMENT

“I’ll probably

just have a

little extra fun with

it, like get a tattoo

or something.”

HEADQUARTERS BATTALION, 
S-3

“Running
Shoes,

Triathlon gear, and
donate some to can-

cer research.”

The proactive voice of crime prevention • Presented by the Provost Marshal’s Office, Crime Prevention Section
Information current as of Feb. 11.

Unit Larcenies   
7th Mar 1
1/7 1
2/7 0
3/7 0
3/4 4
3/11 0
3rd LAR 0
1st Tank Bn 0
3rd AABN 0 
MWSS-374 0
CLB-7 2
VMU-1 0
MCCES 0
HQBN 0
NAV HOSP 0            
23rd Dental 0  
Staff Housing 0           
Other 0
Grand Total 8

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the
OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  aarree  yyoouu  ggooiinngg  ttoo  ddoo  wwiitthh
yyoouurr  EEccoonnoommiicc  SSttiimmuulluuss

PPaayymmeenntt??

STAFF SGT. DIANE DURDEN
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 Luncheon • Dinner
 Cocktails •Sunday Brunch

 Entertainment Nightly

 •Charming
 Adobe

 Bungalows
 with Fireplaces

 • Heated Swimming Pool
 • Available for Special Events

 73950 Inn Avenue
 Twentynine Palms, California
 760-367-3505
 www.29palmsinn.com

FFRRIIDDAAYY  --  SSUUNNDDAAYY

MMccCCoorrmmiicckk’’ss  4444tthh  EExxoottiicc
CCaarr  SShhooww  aanndd  AAuuccttiioonn
Days & Times: Fri., 4-9
p.m., Sat.,8 a.m.-7:30 p.m. &
Sun., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Where: Spa Resort Casino
244 N. Indian Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs For more info
(760) 320-3290

FFRRIIDDAAYY

SSmmooootthh  JJaazzzz  wwiitthh  MMiikkoollee
aanndd  CCaarrrriiee  LLaannddssggaaaarrdd
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison St.,
Coachella,  For more info
(866) 3SPOT29

SSUUNNDDAAYY

SSuunnddaayy  JJaazzzz  CCaafféé  wwiitthh  tthhee
MMoojjaavvee  HHoottsshhoottss
Time: 12-2 p.m.
Where: Water Canyon
Coffee Co.
55844 29 Palms Hwy
Yucca Valley  
For more info
(760) 365-7771

FFRRIIDDAAYY

RREEOO  SSppeeeeddwwaaggoonn
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino
84245 Indio Spring Pkwy
Indio
For more info (760) 342-5000
or (800) 827-2946

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 365-9633
 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 Faces Day Spa
 A Holistic Heath Spa

 Natural,  organic, & live Enzyme edible products 
 combined with holistic service equals health, relaxation, 

 mental awareness and inner peace.

 Pamper Yourself...

 ~ 361-7546 ~
 www.Faces-day-Spa.com  73554  29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY

LLeedd  ZZeeppaaggaaiinn,, ttrriibbuuttee  bbaanndd  ttoo
LLeedd  ZZeeppppeelliinn  FFRREEEE  ccoonncceerrtt
Time: 2-4 p.m.
Where: La Quinta
Community Center
77865 Avenida Montezuma
La Quinta  For more info
(760) 564-9921

WEDNESDAY
Juno - 7 p.m. - PG-13

THURSDAY

Alien vs Predator: Requiem - 
7 p.m. - R

FRIDAY
P.S. I Love You - 6 p.m. -
PG-13

The Bucket List - 9 p.m. -
PG-13

Sweeny Todd - Midnight - R

SATURDAY 

Disney’s Teacher’s Pet - 
11 a.m. - PG

The Water Horse: Legend of
the Dragon - 2 p.m. - PG

Juno - 6 p.m. - PG-13

One Missed Call - 9 p.m. -
PG-13

Alien vs Predator: Requiem -
Midnight - R

SUNDAY 
The Pirates Who Don’t Do
Anything - 2 p.m. - G
The Great Debaters - 
6 p.m. - PG-13
First Sunday - 9 p.m. - PG-13

MONDAY
P.S. I Love You - 7 p.m. -
PG-13

TUESDAY
Walk Hard - 7 p.m. - R

Movies for the upcoming week at the Sunset Cinema

FFRRIIDDAAYY

BBooxxiinngg:: EEnnrriiqquuee  OOrrnneellaass
vvss.. NNeessttoorr  RRoocchhaa,,
mmiiddddlleewweeiigghhtt  bboouutt
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort & Spa
49500 Seminole Dr.,
Cabazon
For more info
(951) 755-5391

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY

JJoossee  FFeelliicciiaannoo
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison St
Coachella
For more info (800) 585-3737

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY

FFoorreeiiggnneerr
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino
1-10 and Golf Center Pkwy
Indio
For more info (760) 342-5000
or (800) 827-2946

Stay Proud

Stay Marine

TTOONNIIGGHHTT

DDiinnnneerr  aanndd  EEcclliippssee
Time: 4-9 p.m.
Where: California Overland
Adventures
1233 Palm Canyon Drive
Borrego Springs
For more info
(866) 639-7567

The Officers’ Spouses Club will hold its annu-
al Mardi Gras benefit auction at the Combat

Center Officers Club at 6 p.m. Saturday.

Proceeds from this event will benefit many local phil-
anthropic causes and scholarships. Last year the club
awarded more than $20,000 to 26 area organizations
including the Morongo Basin Chapter of the
American Red Cross, Boys and Girls Clubs of the Hi-
Desert, Hospice of Morongo Basin and Twentynine
Palms food pantry. Another $14,000 in scholarships
were also awarded to area children and spouses of
service members.
Attendees must be 21 or older, dress 
is business 
informal and 
heavy 
hors d’ouevres 
will be served. 
For more 
information or 
tickets, call 
Michelle Darby 
at 805-7915.
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The Marine Corps prides itself
on the physical fitness standards
held throughout the ranks, but is
the bi-annual Physical Fitness
Test enough to prove a Marine’s
capabilities?

According to White Letter 05-
07, written by Gen. James T.
Conway, Commandant of the
Marine Corps, the PFT is no
longer enough to test a Marine’s
physical capacity for all physical
skills a Marine may need to suc-
ceed on the battlefield.

After White Letter 05-07 was
published by Conway, the Marine
Corps Training and Education
Command at Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va., began the develop-
ment of the Combat Fitness Test,
which will more closely replicate
the physical demands of combat
than a PFT.

“Tasks that make up the CFT

will have linkage to Marine com-
mon combat skills,” said Col.
Brian McGuire, Combat Fitness
Test Development officer-in-
charge, TECOM. “Additionally,
CFT events will have a low degree
of technicality such that it will be
more of a fitness test than it is of
acquired skill.

“Though the PFT is a good
general test of overall fitness, the
CFT will provide commanders an
assessment of a Marine’s overall
combat conditioning,” he added.
“Practicing for the test is practic-
ing for combat.”

The CFT begins with an 880-
yard run, known as movement to
contact, an ammunition lift test
and a maneuver-under-fire event.
During the ammunition lift, the
Marines will lift a 30-pound
ammunition can from shoulder-
height to overhead, fully extend-
ing their arms each time. They
must complete as many repeti-
tions of this exercise as they can
within two minutes.

The final portion of the CFT,
maneuver under fire, requires
Marines to travel 300 yards by
sprinting, completing a modified
low crawl, and weave through a
series of cones designed to simulate
barbed wire and other obstacles.

Once they reach the end of the
cones, the Marines must evacuate
a mock casualty by executing a
buddy-drag halfway through the
obstacles. Then they must fire-
man carry the casualty back to the
ammunition cans.

After the Marines carry the
casualty back to the ammunition
cans, they must carry the ammu-
nition cans back through the
cones to the casualty zone, where
they must throw a hand grenade.

If the grenade hits the desig-
nated target area, five seconds is
deducted from the Marine’s time.
If they miss, five seconds are
added to their overall time. Then
they must pick up the ammuni-
tion cans and run back to the
starting point.

McGuire said scoring for the
CFT will be similar to the PFT.
However, since the test is still in
development, the specifics of the
scoring have not been finalized.
Scored options as well as pass or
fail options will be presented to
the commandant for decision.

Testing for the CFT will be con-
ducted in seven military installations
worldwide. The Combat Center
was the third stop on this route. The
Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School and 7th Marine
Regiment participated in the testing
when it came to the Combat Center
Feb. 5-8.

Sgt. Maj. Dave C. Howell, 7th
Marine Regiment sergeant major,
took part in the test.

“The CFT is long overdue
because many aspects of combat
conditioning are ignored, and
Marines rely on field training
alone to prepare for arduous
activities,” said Howell. “The
CFT should act as a conduit that
assists and guides Marines in their
daily conditioning routine.”

Howell went on to say the
CFT is a challenging and reward-
ing test that complements the
PFT because it evaluates Marines
in areas that the PFT misses.

The CFT will not replace the
PFT. Instead, it will be run in con-
junction with the PFT. It will also
count toward promotion and
retention for lance corporals, cor-
porals and sergeants. McGuire
said the CFT and PFT will also
not be run on the same day.

Overall, the Combat Center
Marines who participated in the
CFT seemed to approve of its abil-
ity to physically challenge Marines.

“When you first see it set up, it
looks easy, like anyone can do it, but
once you get started, it’s actually
really exhausting,” said Lance Cpl.
Raphael Fritschraudser, rifleman,
4th Platoon, Kilo Company, 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment. “It
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 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time 
 Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL  AANNDD
SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL  
TTRRYYOOUUTTSS

Varsity men/women basket-
ball tryouts are ongoing.
Varsity men’s softball tryouts
are from 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesdays
and Thursdays until further
notice. Contact Skip Best at
830-4092 for more informa-
tion.

MMMMEEAA  MMOONNIITTOORRSS
VVIISSIITT

Headquarters Marine Corps
Enlisted Assignments is coming
to the Combat Center  Monday
and Tuesday. Monitors will
screen and counsel Marines on
assignment opportunities at the
Officer’s Club (Mesa Room)
from 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
each day. Don’t miss this
opportunity to begin the next
chapter of your career and see
where your next assignment
will be. FY08 first-term
Marines will have priority. For
more information, contact the
Combat Center career reten-
tion specialist, Gunnery Sgt.
Daniel L. Mintz at 830-6171
or see your unit Career
Retention Specialist.

MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS
SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPP
FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN  

The Marine Corps
Scholarship Foundation is
accepting applications for aca-
demic college scholarships to
the children of Marines and
Navy Corpsmen serving with
Marines. The Marine Corps
Scholarship Foundation
reminds communities across
the country that the deadline
for student applications for
this year is March 3.
Applicants are urged to visit
www.mcsf.org for more infor-
mation and requirements or
call 1-800-292-7777.

MMAARRIINNEE  SSEECCUURRIITTYY
GGUUAARRDD  SSCCRREEEENNIINNGG

TTEEAAMM
The MSG screening team is
coming to the Combat Center
on March 10. The team will
screen Marines for assign-
ment opportunities in build-
ing 1707 Classroom C from 8
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. All interested
Marines are encouraged to see
their unit Career Planner for
eligibility requirements. For
more information, contact
the Combat Center career
planner, Gunnery Sgt. Daniel
L. Mintz at 830-6171.

HOT TOPICSMCAGCC Marines take new Combat Fitness Test for trial run

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Cpl. Carl W. Brown, senior radio
operator, Headquarters Platoon,
Lima Company, 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, carries
Cpl. Jose Zavala, tactical advi-
sor, 1st Platoon, Lima Company,
3/7, during the Combat Fitness
Test at the Combat Center’s Del
Valle Field Feb. 7.

See TRAINING, A5
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The Prevention and Relationship
Enhancement Program’s Fighting
for your Marriage workshop kicks
off Feb. 28 at the Combat
Center’s Protestant Chapel from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.

PREP is not group therapy; it
is an educational and practical
application opportunity to help
couples learn what makes mar-
riages and relationships work.

Engaged and married couples
are given the opportunity to
spend two days learning to prop-
erly communicate, handle conflict
and promote intimacy, said Lt.
Terry Moran, Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics
School chaplain.

The program was founded by
doctors Howard J. Markman,
Scott Stanley and Susan L.
Blumberg, authors of “Fighting
for your Marriage,” that was writ-
ten after more than 20 years of
research.

The class previously lasted

three days, but three days was too
much time away from work and
training, said Moran.

“Now the classes are con-
densed to only two days;
Thursday and Friday,” said
Moran. “We’re hoping the differ-
ent commands [aboard the
Combat Center] will allow their
Marines to attend classes now
that they’re shorter. The commu-
nication kills learned in the class-
es can easily be used in the work
environment as well.”

Another subject covered in the
class is friendship.

“We encourage couples to plan
to have fun to keep their friend-
ship alive and well,” said Moran.
“We encourage couples to have
fun like they did before  they were
married and settled down with a
job and children.”

Other topics like sensuality
and sexuality, personality, money
matters, and forgiveness are also
covered in the class.

After a series of studies,
researchers found that couples
who took the class had lower

breakup rates, were more likely to
maintain satisfaction up to a few
years after the program, and were
more likely to show lower levels
of negative interaction and higher
levels of positive interaction up to

five years later.
The PREP workshop will be

held four more times this year
after the February class.

The next classes will be
offered May 22 and 23, July 24

and 25, Sept. 25 and 26, and Oct.
30 and 31. A PREP class based
on Biblical principles will be
offered April 24 and 25.

For more information and reg-
istration, call 830-6464.
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TRAINING, from A4

Thirsty for Savings?
Exercise Your Options

If you’ve been looking for a great auto loan, you can take a 
break now. Get the car you really want at a payment that’s 
easy to swallow. At Pacific Marine Credit Union, you’ll find:
• Up to 100% financing
• Terms up to 96 months**

Act fast. Offer’s good now
through April 30, 2008
Exercise your options. Choose 
Pacific Marine for your next auto
loan. Call or apply online today.

Federally insured by NCUA

Auto Loans
as low as

800-736-4500
www.pmcu.com

APR*

%3.50

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate and terms may be based on the credit 
worthiness of the borrower. 3.50% APR available for 36-month term on vehicles
model years 2007 or newer. Rate subject to change. Sample Payment: at 3.50%
APR for 36 months, payment will be $29.31 per $1,000 financed. Offer available
February 11, 2008 through April 30, 2008.
** 96 month term available on vehicles with a minimum loan balance of $30,000.

really tests your physical agility bet-
ter than a PFT does.”

Other Marines said the CFT is
as intense, challenging and more
applicable in a combat environ-
ment than a PFT. Many also said
the CFT was a fun, enjoyable
workout.

McGuire reported that efforts
put toward setting up the testing
by MCCES and 7th Marine
Regiment, along with overall
motivation, was exceptional.

“The Marines who participat-
ed in CFT testing, from the lead-
ers of the units, to the monitors
and to the participants themselves
did an outstanding job,” he said.

McGuire also said input
received from the participants will
enable CFT refinements as the
data collection phase proceeds.

“The CFT is not yet finalized,
so even though times and reps
(repetitions) on proposed events
are important in this phase, just as
important is the feedback we get
from Marines who have taken the
test,” he said.

The next stop on the CFT test-
ing route is Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego, Calif. Visits to
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.
and Okinawa, Japan, will follow.
TECOM will continue to develop
and perfect the CFT before it is
implemented Marine Corps-wide
later this year.

PREP provides tools for strong relationships, marriages



CCPPLL.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  SS..
CCIIFFUUEENNTTEESS  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

HAWTHORNE ARMY DEPOT,
Nev. – There’s not much that can
stand in the way of U.S. Marines
nowadays.

Walls, buildings and even
complex terrain haven’t been
much of a match for Marines
lately. In fact, Marines are still
honing their field skills to over-
come these obstacles more con-

veniently and effectively.
From Feb. 1–6, Marines and

sailors with Embedded Trainer
Teams conducted training opera-
tions in the mountainous terrain
of Hawthorne, Nev., and
enhanced their driving capabilities
in up-armored humvees.

The teams were trained in
driving techniques that allows
them to maximize the capabili-
ties of their combat-ready
humvees in unforgiving moun-
tainous terrain so they can carry

out missions and operations in
their upcoming deployment to
Afghanistan.

Keith Whitlow, lead driving
instructor with Back Country
Driving School, and his group of
instruc tors taught the Marines
these vital driving techniques on
terrain aboard Hawthorne Army
Depot’s training grounds.

“From what I’m told this
area is very similar to the ter-
rain in Afghanistan,” said
Whitlow. “We’re showing the

Marines how they can maneu-
ver through steep inclines and
declines with comfort. They
need to know the capabilities
of the humvees so they can
maintain control of where
they’re going during [combat]
operations when they’re in
Afghanistan’s hills.”

The teams, made up of
Marines and sailors serving with
3rd Marine Division, are training
to become military advisors for
the Afghan National Army.
They’re tasked with mentoring,
training and assisting the Afghan
soldiers during combat opera-
tions so they can become a self-
efficient military force.

“Since we’ll mostly be con-
ducting convoy operations, it’s
crucial we learn and understand
the capabilities of the vehicle,”
said Lt. Col. Anthony Terlizzi, the
officer-in-charge of ETT 4-3.
“This is the best humvee training
we’ve ever received.”

The lessons included break-
ing, throttle modulation, maneu-
vering over rocks, humps, ditches
and washes, and steep ascents

and descents.
“We are the best qualified driv-

ing instructors for these
humvees,” said Whitlow. “We
know the machines inside and
out. We’re basically teaching the
Marines the week points and the
strong points of the humvees.
Our job is to familiarize them with
off-road driving the proper way.”

Marines spent three days on this
training course driving all around
Hawthorne’s mountains. At 6,000
feet elevation, they climbed steep
hills most four-wheel-drive trucks
can’t handle, said Whitlow.

And, for training purposes,
the teams intentionally caused a
humvee to get stuck. The instruc-
tors taught lessons on vehicle
recovery by properly using cables
to tow out the humvees.

“The lessons were very valu-
able,” said Terlizzi, a native of
Melbourne, Australia. “We got a
lot of hands-on training and les-
sons on preventative mainte-
nance. The Marines were really
able to learn and understand
everything they showed us. I
think we’re ready to go.”
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Embedded Trainer Teams sharpen rough terrain driving skills

CCPPLL.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  SS.. CCIIFFUUEENNTTEESS

U.S. Marines and sailors with Embedded Trainer Team 7-3 convoy
through a rough terrain driving course Feb. 1, in Hawthorne, Nev.
The Okinawa, Japan, -based team learned different driving tech-
niques essential for driving on mountains or rough terrain.

CCPPLL.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  SS.. CCIIFFUUEENNTTEESS

U.S. Marines with Embedded Trainer Team 4-3 pause for a moment in an up-armored humvee dur-
ing a rough terrain driving course Feb. 6, in Hawthorne, Nev. The Okinawa, Japan, -based team
learned different driving techniques essential for driving on mountains or rough terrain. This training
is done aboard U.S. Army training grounds in Hawthorne – a terrain similar to that of Afghanistan.
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Avoiding liberty disasters at Mt. San Jacinto State Park
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Planning to hike the trails or
lounge around the campgrounds
of Mount San Jacinto State Park
this weekend?

While this may sound like a
fun way to spend a day or two,
there are a number of precautions
one must follow to avoid turning
a relaxing walk in the woods into
a recreational disaster.

“A large problem with folks,
especially from the Twentynine
Palms area, is they don’t know
what they’re getting into,” said
Kjer Sahl, California State Parks
ranger, Long Valley Ranger
Station, Mount San Jacinto State
Park. “My concern is that they
may not be familiar with the
mountain. They may not have the
proper gear or aren’t used to the
terrain up here.”

The Long Valley Ranger
Station, which is located in the
Long Valley picnic area of the
park, provides a checklist of the
“ten essentials” free of charge to
all park patrons. The items are; a
map and compass, extra food and
water, sun protection, a fire
starter, matches in a waterproof
container, extra clothing and rain
protection, a pocket knife, a first
aid kit, a flashlight with extra bat-
teries and bulbs, and a whistle.

It is also advised to carry per-
sonal identification and emergency
medical information on one’s per-
son at all times while in the park.

“In case something happens,
you want to have all the equip-
ment you need to keep yourself
alive,” said Sahl. “You should
always be prepared for the worst-
case scenario.”

Sahl also said there are other
ways patrons should prepare
themselves before they embark

on their outdoor excursions.
“Being prepared isn’t just

about having all the proper gear,
it’s about being knowledgeable
about the terrain, weather and
trail conditions,” she said.
“Although it’s a small mountain,
it’s very easy to get lost here. It’s a
very different topography with a
lot of ravines.”

In order to prepare, people can
call the Long Valley and Idyllwild,
Calif., ranger stations for infor-
mation regarding the weather and
trail conditions at 327-0222 or
(951) 659-2606 respectively.

The Long Valley Ranger
Station also provides topographi-
cal and hiking maps for only $1.
The topographical map shows the
varying terrain of the park as well
as the locations of the trails and
campgrounds. The hiking map
more clearly outlines the trails and
campgrounds for park patrons.

In addition to the maps and the
“ten essentials,” wilderness safety
tips are highly stressed to ensure a
fun-filled hiking excursion does
not become a rescue mission.
Prior planning, which includes
checking the weather conditions,
is extremely important. It is also
advised to notify a friend or fami-
ly member of your trip so they
can contact the authorities if you
do not return as planned.

While in the park, it is impor-
tant to stay on the trails, only hike
during daylight hours and do not
hike alone. If you get lost, or

believe you are lost, it is impera-
tive you stay in one place. It is
much easier to find a stationary
person. Make yourself as visible
as possible by moving to a clear
area and wearing the brightest
clothing possible. Finally, blow
your whistle. Three whistle blasts
is the signal indicating distress.

Another thing to remember if
you plan to explore the trails and
campgrounds is to obtain the
proper permits. Wilderness and
camping permits can be obtained
at the Long Valley Ranger Station.

If you just want to spend a
relaxing day in the Long Valley
picnic area, there is another way
to reach your destination. The
Palm Springs Aerial Tramway
Station, which is located in Chino

Canyon near Palm Springs, Calif.,
is available to park patrons.
Information and ticket prices for
the tram can be found at
http://www.pstramway.com/tick
ets-gifts.asp.

The tram takes you to the
Mountain Station at 8,516 feet,
which is only a short walk from
Long Valley. The Mountain
Station also features a restaurant,
gift shop, snack bar and a state
park visitor center.

If you plan to spend a day or a
weekend in Mount San Jacinto
State Park, it is important to fol-
low the safety tips and pack the
“ten essentials.” Keeping safety in
mind may prevent your recre-
ational visit from becoming a sur-
vival nightmare.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

A Palm Springs Aerial Tramway car approaches the Mountain
Station at Mount San Jacinto State Park.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

This is a panoramic view of Palm Springs, Calif., from the Palm
Springs Aerial Tramway as it ascends to Mount San Jacinto State
Park Mountain Station.



our youth in our military fami-
lies.”

Joining the Military Saves
Campaign is the Financial
Reporting Advisors Education
Foundation, which offers a free

credit management tool, to active
duty military personnel and their
spouses to help them handle their
credit wisely.

“Feb. 21, FINRA will be
returning to the installation to do
another financial forum,” said
Wasdin. “It is in connection with

the campaign.”
Mary Schapiro, FINRA chief

executive officer and chairman,
stated in a press release that the
program is designed to help mili-
tary members and their families
take control of their finances and
future investments and savings.

According to their Web site,
FINRA representatives have

conducted seminars to educate
military members and their
families at more than 33 mili-
tary installations, instructing
more than 8,000 service mem-
bers and their family.

The Military Saves Campaign
and the FINRA Investor
Education Foundation may
have an entire week dedicated

to educating military personnel
and their families about how to
save money and get out of debt,
but both organizations work
throughout the year to help
service members save money
while they pay off debts, pur-
chase a car or house.

For more information about
Military Saves visit their Web site
at www.militarysaves.com. For
more information about FINRA,
visit their Web site at www.fin-
rafoundation.org.
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MONEY, from A1

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 JOIN US IN JOIN US IN
 WORSHIP WORSHIP

 Basin Wide  Basin Wide 
 Opportunities for  Opportunities for 

 Praise! Praise!

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM

 (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Y ucca Valley Church of the Nazaren e
 9:45 am  Morning Worship

 8:30 am  Sunday School (All ages)
 6:00 pm  Evening Service

 56248 Buena Vista,  365-7819
 www.yvnazarene.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 11:30 am • Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
 Sunday Bible Study After Service
 We’re Here for Everyone

 Phone (760) 367-7133
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 First Southern 
 Baptist Church

 Sun. Worship  10:45am • 6:00pm
 Sun. Bible Study  9:30am

 1 st. Wed.   Potluck  6:00pm 
 Wed. Bible Study  7:00pm

 6088 Sunset Road JT  (760) 366-9211

 29 Palms Church of the Nazaren e
 WELCOMES YOU!

 72603  Juanita Drive •  367-7025
 Morning Service 10:00 am

 Children’s Church during AM Service
 Nursery provided

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship

 Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
 Visitors  Welcome

 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
 Sunday School,  Holy Eucharist 9:00 A.M.

 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.          365-7133

 Just the Best place to get Married

 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Join us for Worship & Celebration
 *New Location*

 Desert Dome
 5420 Border Ave., J.T.
 Church Service - 10:30 AM

 Childrens Church - 10:40 AM
 760-366-4840

 Unity Church of Morongo Basin

 Calvary Christian 
 Fellowship

 Ph: 760.364.1990
 E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

 Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm 
 3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

 Tye Bridges - Pastor

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en
a 
V
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 HW
Y 
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 ★

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Rob D. Watkins
 Pastor

 57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

 Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
 Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
 Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 760-365-9731 760-365-9731 (Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 6
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

 Militar
y 

 Welcom
e!

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com
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Sgt. Thadeus Mariano, aircraft
maintenance support equip-
ment mechanic trainee, Marine
Aviation Logistics Squadron 11
in San Diego, Calif., and gradu-
ate of the Marine Corps Staff
Noncommissioned Officer’s
Course Class 2-08, cuts a rug
at the Officer’s Club after the
class’s mess night Feb.12.The
class of 67 sergeants Marine
Corps-wide graduated from the
SNCO Academy Feb.15.

Sergeant’s Course
messes up dance floor

after mess night



CCHHAARRLLEEYY  EELLIISSEE  
SSMMIITTHH
Son of Staff Sgt. Jonathan B. Smith
and wife, Aubrey.
Born on Jan. 11, weighing 7 lbs
and measuring 19.6 inches.
CCEECCIILLIIAA  AANNNN  BBRRAAYY
Daughter of Staff Sgt. Neil Bray
and wife, Rosemary.
Born on Jan. 12, weighing 5 lbs, 7
oz and measuring 17 inches.
AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR  LLUUCCIIUUSS
SSTTOOUUTT
Son of Lance Cpl. Ricky Stout and
wife, Karissa.
Born on Jan. 12, weighing 8 lbs, 15
oz and measuring 20.7 inches.
IISSAAIIAAHH  MMIIGGUUEELL  
HHEERRNNAANNDDEEZZ
Son of Sgt. Gabriel Hernandez
and wife, Jessica.
Born on Jan. 13, weighing 7 lbs, 2.2
oz and measuring 19.9 inches.
JJAAYYDDEE  LLAAUURREENN  SSCCHHIILLTT
Daughter of Cpl. Luke M. Schilt
and wife, Jennifer.
Born on Jan. 13, weighing 7 lbs, 3
oz and measuring 19.4 inches.
JJOOSSEEPPHH  AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR
VVIICCEENNTTEE  VVAAZZQQUUEEZZ
Son of Cpl. Henry Vazquez and
wife, Elaine.
Born on Jan. 15, weighing 7 lbs, 3.5
oz and measuring 19.4 inches.
AALLIICCIIAA  GGIIAAVVAANNNNAA  WWRRIIGGHHTT
Daughter of Navy Lt. Darcy
Wright and husband, Loribet.
Born on Jan. 16, weighing 7 lbs, 8
oz and measuring 18.5 inches.
AAUUSSTTIINN  BBAARRRRYY  HHAARRLLEESSSS
Son of Pfc. Robert Harless and
wife, Christine.
Born on Jan. 17, weighing 8 lbs,
10.3 oz and measuring 19.4 inches.

JJAADDZZIIAA  FFIIOORREELLLLAA
NNOOWWAAKKOOWWSSKKII
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Tiffany
Nielsen and Michael Nowakowski.
Born on Jan. 17, weighing 6 lbs, 10
oz and measuring 18.8 inches.
DDAA’’SSEEAANN  JJOOCCRREEYY  CCLLAARRKK
Son of Cpl. Charles Clark and
wife, Erica.
Born on Jan. 19, weighing 6 lbs, 14
oz, measuring 19.1 inches.
MMAADDEELLIINNEE  JJOOYY  
DDAAVVEENNPPOORRTT
Daughter of Cpl. Brandon M.
Davenport and wife, Allison.
Born on Jan. 19, weighing 7 lbs
and measuring 19.1 inches.
NNAATTAALLIIAA  LLYYNNNN
TTIINNOOCCOOTTEENNAA
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Gilberto
Tinocotena and wife, Ashley.
Born on Jan. 22, weighing 7 lbs, 5
oz and measuring 18.7 inches.
CCHHAASSEE  AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR
WWAATTKKIINNSS
Son of Lance Cpl. Randy Watkins
and wife, Jennifer.
Born Jan. 22, weighing 6 lbs, 15 oz
and measuring 19.8 inches.
VVAALLIIXX  SSCCOOTTTT  MMOORRRRIISSOONN
Son of Lance Cpl. Matthew
Morrison and wife, Jesilyn.
Born on Jan. 24, weighing 6 lbs, 2.2
oz and measuring 18.8 inches.
JJAAKKEE  AADDAAMM  AASSHHIINNHHUURRSSTT
Son of 1st Lt. Chris Ashinhurst
and wife, Allison.
Born on Jan. 28, weighing 8 lbs
and measuring 20 inches.
JJOORRDDAANN  AANNDDRREEWW  
ZZEEAAGGLLEERR
Son of Cpl. Joshua Zeagler and
wife, Rebecca.
Born Jan. 28, weighing 9 lbs, 3 oz
and measuring 20.8 inches.

HHUUNNTTEERR  WWIILLLLIIAAMM
HHUUSSKKEEYY
Son of Sgt. Joshua Huskey and
wife, Sara.
Born on Jan. 29, weighing 8 lbs, 4.2
oz and measuring 21 inches.
JJAAMMEESS  RRIILLEEYY  PPLLUUMMMMEERR
Son of Cpl. Coleman Plummer
and wife, Christin.
Born on Jan. 30, weighing 7
lbs, .09 oz and measuring 19.2
inches.
GGEEOORRGGEE  WWAATTSSOONN  IIVV
Son of Seaman Kendra
Watson and husband, George.
Born on Jan. 30, weighing 8
lbs, 10 oz and measuring 20.7
inches.

JJAAIIDDEENN  TTRREEVVOONN  
MMOOBBLLEEYY
Son of Sgt. Alexander Mobley and
wife, Catherine.
Born on Jan. 31, weighing 8
lbs, 9.6 oz and measuring 20.1
inches.
HHAALLIIEE  AANNAALLEESSEE  LLAAVVOOIIEE
Daughter of Cpl. Mark Lavoie and
wife, Melissa.
Born on Feb. 1, weighing 8 lbs,
0.16 oz and measuring 18.9
inches.
LLEEVVII  DDAAVVIISS  AALLLLEEYY
Son of Pfc. Justin Alley and wife,
Emily.
Born on Feb. 2, weighing 7 lbs,
15 oz.

MMAANNIIYYAAHH  FFEELLIICCIIAA
VVAARREELLAA
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Delilah J.
Varela and husband, Luis.
Born on Feb. 2, weighing 6 lbs, 4
oz and measuring 18.8 inches.
KKAATTEELLYYNN  EELLIIZZAABBEETTHH
HHOOUUSSEEMMAANN
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Jesse
Houseman and wife, Sara.
Born on Feb. 5, weighing 6 lbs, 7
oz and measuring 18.4 inches.
OOAAKKLLEEYY  MMAAVVEERRIICCKK
JJOOHHNNSSOONN
Son of Cpl. Terry Johnson and
wife, Haleigh.
Born on Feb. 5, weighing 8 lbs, 3
oz and measuring 20.2 inches.
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 TWENTYNINE PALMS
 5984 Adobe Rd.

 (next to Santana’s Mexican Food)
                 367-0359 (760)

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council
of Catholic Women (Bldg
1551)
Sun 9 a.m. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg
1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth
Grp.
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young
Adult Group age 18-35, mar-
ried or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)
HHoollyy  DDaayyss  ooff OObblliiggaattiioonn
MMaasssseess
12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall
CChhrriissttiiaann  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
Wed 7 p.m. Praise &
Worship*
PPrrootteessttaanntt  LLiittuurrggiiccaall
SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship

LLaayy--LLeedd  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
BBaappttiisstt  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 11 a.m. Worship
LLaayy--LLeedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship
MMiiddwweeeekk  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass
TTuueessddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
5-7:30 p.m. Catechist
Meeting
(2nd Tues. of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st
Tuesday each Month
WWeeddnneessddaayy
VViillllaaggee  CCeenntteerr
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in
the Prayer Room contact
Chaplain Flint 830-6187
6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Praise & Worship
Rehearsal
6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/
Fellowship
7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible
Study
7 p.m. Praise & Worship
Service.
11sstt  TThhuurrssddaayy  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus
LLeeggeenndd
*Indicates Child Care
Provided
+Appointments can be made
for Confessions, call 
830-6456/6646

 Bible Truths for Today

 A Chaplain from Folsom State Prison
 will present studies from God’s Word

 •  Difficult Bible truths made simple
 •  Answers to many puzzling questions
 •  Hope for the Future
 •  Solutions for Personal & Family problems
 •  Thousands have found success and

 a new purpose in life.

 Twentynine Palms 
 Seventh-Day Adventist Church
 72070 Samarkand Dr., 29 Palms

 For more information call 367-2376

 February 22 - March 8
 Monday, Tuesday, Friday & Saturday

 Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
 Also Saturday mornings at 11 a.m.

B i r t h  a n n o u n c e m e n t s



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marine Wing Support Squadron
374 conducted “Rhino Charge,” a
training exercise designed to pre-
pare the Marines and sailors for
their upcoming deployment from
Feb. 4 through 8.

The training included non-
lethal weapons instruction train-
ing, a mock helicopter crash off
of the airfield and an evening tac-
tical convoy through an Iraqi vil-
lage at the Combat Center’s
Range 225, transporting the
wrecked helicopter.

The training focused on the

helicopter crash and the effi-
ciency of the Marines and
sailors securing and removing
the helicopter from the hostile
environment and returning it
to their forward operating base
dubbed “Seagle.”

Under simulated enemy fire,
the Marines and sailors of the
Tactical Recovery of Aircraft
Personnel and the Medical Team
were able to move swiftly, securing
the site and evacuating the wound-
ed within hours of the crash.

“It is important to train for
TRAP missions,” said Gunnery
Sgt. Mark Dumdie, staff non-
commissioned officer-in-charge
of Crash, Fire and Rescue. “We

have to make sure we bring the
right amount of security, person-
nel and equipment.”

Sgt. Glenn Begg, military
police for MWSS-374 and assis-
tant convoy chief for the helicop-
ter security team agreed with
Dumdie.

“This is something we will be
doing on a normal routine,” said
Begg. “Training like this covers
all the bases. Being out here puts
you in an element you will wit-
ness in Iraq.”

After evacuating roll players
simulating wounded aircraft per-
sonnel, the Mishap Board
Investigation Team entered the
area to determine the cause of the

crash and if the helicopter was
worth saving.

“After we looked at the crash
site, we determined the helo (hel-
icopter) was salvageable,” said
Dumdie. “We had to pick up the
bird and place it on a flat bed and
bring it back to Seagle.”

The Marines and sailors
loaded and unloaded the helicop-
ter onto the flat bed a couple of
times to practice different tech-
niques to load a crashed helicop-
ter in a tactical environment.

“If we were actually taking fire
from enemies I would want to
recover the aircraft the fastest way
possible,” said Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Matthew Wieczorek,
Expeditionary Airfield services
officer.

Wieczorek continued to say
that the Marines and sailors are
going through the training to

learn different ways to recover
a helicopter, and to teach oth-
ers their techniques and give
others an opportunity to learn
from their fellow Marines own
experiences.

After running through multi-
ple ways to load the damaged hel-
icopter onto the flat bed, the
Marines and sailors convoyed the
helicopter through a simulated
enemy infested Iraqi village
before returning to the FOB.

The long week MWSS-374
endured has taught them mul-
tiple techniques on retrieving a
helicopter from tactical envi-
ronments and tested the med-
ical and TRAP teams on evac-
uating wounded helicopter
personnel in a timely manner
while preparing MWSS-374
for their upcoming deploy-
ment in March.

AA1100 FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 2200,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

This isn’t just a

well paid job, 

it’s a mission.

Prisoners are ordered to lose their freedom, not their

health. A federally appointed Receivership is now

implementing a sweeping plan to restore a

constitutional level of health care to more than

175,000 California inmates. 

We’re also improving the care of our physicians.

Starting annual salary of a time-limited board

certified physician is now $248,172. As a California

State Employee, you’ll also enjoy one of the best

benefits and retirement programs anywhere. 

This is a noble cause, epic in scope. You’ll make

sacrifices, but compensation isn’t one of them.

Learn more at www.ChangingPrisonHealthCare.org. 

EOE.

P h y s i c i a n
starting salary
$ 2 4 8 , 1 7 2

www.ChangingPrisonHealthCare.org

MWSS-374 conducts helicopter recovery, other pre-deployment training

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Gunnery Sgt. Mark Dumdie, staff noncommissioned officer-in-
charge of Crash, Fire and Rescue, links the chains attached to
the helicopter to the crane that will help lift the helicopter onto the
flat bed to be transported during a mock helicopter crash Feb. 7.

PHASE I
Work Description - Install new box culvert under

Del Valle near the vehicle 
storage lot.

Scheduled Dates - Tuesday to Mar. 6

Detour Description - The detour for this area will be
to follow Smoketree Avenue to
an improved access road 
through old Marine Palms 
housing to Mineral Street and 
then to Del Valle Road. Del 
Valle will be open up to the 
work area but closed to 
through traffic.

NN

KKeeyy

DDeettoouurr
RRooaadd  CClloossuurree

Road closures and construction
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FINRA, from A1

Employee Spotlight

 Call to reserve your space now!
 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

 To advertise in this space Call  365-3315 or 367-3577
 IRS forms are getting more and more complicated.

 Tax payers need professional options to file their returns properly.

 April 15th is 
 Coming....
 Are you 
 ready?

 Let these Tax 
 professionals
 file the best 
 results for you!

 Your Community Newspapers
 Working to Serve You Better!

 55417 29 Palms Hwy.
 Yucca Valley

 365-7211

 6260 Adobe Rd.
 29 Palms
 361-1040

 R    &       A

 RARICK & ASSOCIATES
 “S erving The High Desert For Over 35 Years”

 • I NDIVIDUAL  • F INANCIAL  P LANNING

 • P ARTNERSHIP  • O UT -O F -S TATE

 • C ORPORATION  • R ETURNS

 • ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE IRS

 228-1829 • 800-400-1829
 57466 29 Palms Hwy., Ste. E 

 Yucca Valley

EEmmppllooyyeeee:: Andres Fuentes
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: G-3
BBiilllleett:: Deputy Director Range Management and Control Division
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Responsible for the safety confliction of both ground and aviation training events.
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Philadelphia, Pa.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Dirt biking and camping
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb:: I like being able to make a significant contribution to ensure that
our troops going overseas get the best training they can possibly get before they go into the fight.
MMoosstt  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt  ssiinnccee  eemmppllooyyeedd  aabbooaarrdd  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: Going from map and
grease pencil to a highly sophisticated range control facility.
AAnnyy  ppaasstt  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee:: Marine Corps.
YYeeaarrss  iinn  sseerrvviiccee:: 23 years
TTiimmee  EEmmppllooyyeedd  aatt  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: 2 years.

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the week prior to publi-
cation.  
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000055  SSUUZZUUKKII  BBOOUULLEE--
VVAARRDD ((880000cccc)).. $4,000.
Windshield, saddle bags
and sissy bar. Call (760)
910-3964 for more infor-
mation. 2/20/08

11997755  CCAAMMPPEERR  TTRRAAIILLEERR,,
22 ft. and fully contained.
$800, our best offer. Locat-
ed on base trailer park,
space #26. Call (760) 910-
3964. 2/20/08

MMUUSSTT  SSEELLLL  CCAARR:: 1999
Grand AM GT, 2 dr, blk,
100K miles, minor paint
damage, excellent running
condition, $3000 firm. Call
220-5680. 2-13-08

22000022  FFLLSSTTCC  HHAARRLLEEYY--
DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN®® Heritage Soft-
ail Classic, luxury blue with
stripe, under 4400 miles,
Accessories included,
excellent condition. $14k
Call 760-221-8831 2/6/08

0044  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
NNIIGGHHTTRRAAIINN black on
black. 103-inch balanced
motor. many extras.
$13,000 OBO. Call (808)
225-2473  1/30/08

22000055  CCHHEEVVYY  IIMMPPAALLAA::
65,400 miles. GREAT con-
dition interior/exterior. Runs
great! $8,800. Call (760)
992-4570. 1/30/08

9900CCCC  QQUUAADDSS:: Pink and
Green Cammo, $400each.
495 KTM Dirt Bike $750.
‘04 Blaster 200cc $2200
OBO. Helmets included.
Call (760) 368-7098.
1/30/08

PPRROOWWLLEERR  2255..55  FFOOOOTT
55tthh  WWHHEEEELL  TTRRAAIILLEERR..
Sleeps 4, great condition.
$6599/obo. Call (760) 219-
2184. 1/30/08

11996699  MMAACCHH  OONNEE  MMUUSS--
TTAANNGG  for sale. Complete
except wheels, engine
and trans. $2,000 cash.
Call (760) 362-5156.
1/30/08

22000033  SSUUZZUUKKII  GGSSXXRR  11000000
Well maint. machine, xtras,
7,600 miles, no stunts, no
racing $6,000 OBO call
(760)-221-9601 1/16/08 

MMIISSCC..

RROOOOMMMMAATTEE  WWAANNTTEEDD::
Looking for a clean respon-
sible roommate. Located in
Twentynine Palms. For
more information and
details, call Lorenzo at
(760) 702-0075. 2-13-08

RROOOOMM  FFOORR  RREENNTT:: Two
mature Marines seek
roommate for a place close
to base. All utilities included
and garage. $450/month.
Must be clean and respon-
sible. Call (713) 857-7227
for more info. 2-13-08

BBOOWWFFLLEEXX  UULLTTIIMMAATTEE
XXTTLLUU  HHOOMMEE  GGYYMM  --  310
pound bars - Excellent con-
dition, $900/obo. Call (760)
219-2184. 1/30/08

FFOORR  RREENNTT:: 4bed/2bath,
29 Palms, full garage,
fenced backyard. Fenced
full lot side yard. Available
now. Info call Linda at (760)
367-2700. 1/30/08

FFOORR  RREENNTT:: Spacious
2bd/2ba house, w/ den.
Dining room, lg. living rm,
w/ frplc, central air/swamp,
walk in closets, indoor
laundry, att. 2-car gar. Stor-
age shed. No Pets.
$900/mo + dep. Military
discount. Steven:(330)
497-0261. 1/30/08

LLOOVVEESSAACC  SSUUPPEERRSSAACCEE
CCHHAAIIRR:: Six foot diameter
foam bag chair! Blue Cor-
duroy cover included. $225
OBO. (912) 230-3949
1/30/08

TTRREEAADDMMIILLLL Schwin Exer-
cise Bike $150. Both like
new, hardly used Call 361-
1209  1/9/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Soloflex w/ butterfly & leg
extension attachments  
Great condition. $800 OBO
760-361-0151 1/9/08

BBOOSSEE  AACCOOUUSSTTIIMMAASSSS
SSEERRIIEESS  IIIIII 5 Dual-direction
small speakers w/ 1 sub-
woofer. Excellent condition
$535 call 831-917-6663.
12/14/07

National Guard members, mili-
tary retirees, Department of
Defense and Department of
Homeland Security civilian
employees and their spouses.

FINRA Foundation research
shows that military personnel
could benefit from additional
education. A 2005 survey found
that only 29 percent of military
personnel who currently invest
received a passing grade on a quiz
about basic financial knowledge.
However, 58 percent of survey
respondents said that it was very
important to them that they
become more knowledgeable
about saving and investing.

The FINRA Foundation’s
financial education forums are
one aspect of the multifaceted
program to help members of the
military and their families take
control of their finances. In part-
nership with the U.S. Department
of Defense, the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission, the
National Military Family
Association and other organiza-
tions, the Foundation is commit-
ted to providing financial educa-
tion to military families.

The FINRA Investor
Education Foundation supports
innovative research and educa-
tional projects that give under-
served Americans the knowledge,
skills and tools necessary for
financial success throughout life.
To date, the FINRA Foundation
has approved $14.6 million in
grants and an additional $14 mil-
lion in direct investor education
programming. For details about
grant programs and other
FINRA Foundation initiatives,
visit www.finrafoundation.org 

Financial forums in California
are scheduled at the following
installations:

MCAGCC 29 Palms, Feb. 21,
10 a.m.

Camp Pendleton, MCB, Feb.
22, 8 a.m.

Camp Pendleton, SOI, Feb.
25, 8 a.m.

MCRD San Diego, Feb. 26,
8:30 a.m.

View the events Web site at
http://www.SaveAndInvest.org
for more information.



AA1122 FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 2200,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

Call TODAY! 800-261-5379

James Leis
U.S. Air Force (ret.)

“Allied is the place to go. The military will pay for it. Anybody anywhere has
access to the Internet in the military. It is huge to be able to complete classes

online. As long as you have the desire, you can reach your goals.”

Laptop Computer Included with Most Programs

NEW Fiscal Year Started
October 1st

Use your new tuition assistance
before it runs out!

Train for a high-income career worldwide in:

Real Estate     Medical     Business     and more...

Over 20+ career training programs available!

Active Duty
Start Your

Civilian Career!

Receive a Laptop
at NO COST

When You Enroll

OP1107

RRaannkkeedd TTeeaamm WWiinnss LLoosssseess %%
1 MCCES SNCO 5 0 1000
1 Ole School Plus 5 0 1000
3 CLB-7 4 1 800
4 IPAC 2 1 667
5 CMA 3 2 600
5 MCCES A 3 2 600
7 TTECG 2 2 500
8 MCCES B 2 3 400
9 MWSS-374 1 3 250
9 NHTP 1 3 250
9 Tanks 1 3 250
12 Dental 1 5 167
13 3/7 0 5 0000

Totals 30 30

LLaasstt  WWeeeekk’’ss  SSccoorreess
Date Team 1 Score Team 2 Score
Feb. 11 MCCES A 43 CCLLBB--77 5544

Dental 33 CCMMAA 3377
Tanks 47 MMWWSSSS--337744 5533

Feb. 12 3/7 55 OOllee  SScchhooooll  PPlluuss 5588
MCCES B 46 TTTTEECCGG 6688
CCLLBB--77 5599 MWSS-374 44

Feb. 13 CMA 41 MMCCCCEESS  AA 4444
MMCCCCEESS  SSNNCCOO 6688 NHTP 63
Dental 64 OOllee  SScchhooooll  PPlluuss 6699

Intramural Basketball Standings:  Week 5 


