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4 Marines take new
Combat Fitness Test

6 Rough terrain training to
prepare for Afghanistan

/ Palm Springs Tram
safety tips

10 MWSS-374 helicopter
recovery training

]
This Day in Marine
Corps History

-February 20, 1962-

Marine Lt. Col. John H.
Glenn orbited earth in an
American space capsule.

LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Department of Defense has desig-
nated Feb. 25 through March 3 as
Military Saves Week to encourage serv-
ice members and their families to adopt
good spending and saving habits.
Marine  Corps  Community
Services is supporting the operation
by asking Marines, sailors and family
members aboard the Combat Center
to join the campaign as part of
Operation Financial Fitness.
“MCCS  Personal  Financial
Management Program is delighted to
support Operation Financial Fitness
ad. the Military Saves campaign,”
Aasdin, the Personal
gement Program
or. “We see an incredible
Or improved saving habits in
2y’s world. This is a model pro-
am for changing lives by creating
J¢ £conomic opportunity.”
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The organizations that are sup-
porting this campaign are continuous
program that helps promote wealth
building techniques to military mem-
bers and their families. The program
gives tips to set savings goals, open
savings accounts, increase debt pay-
ments and participate in financial
education programs.

According to the Military Saves
Web site, the program can be used by
individuals, or can be used by differ-
ent organizations or leaders to
inform their employees about
Military Saves and its advantages.

“This year we will build on pre-
vious efforts and will include spe-
cial emphasis for our military chil-
dren and youth,” said Dr. David
Chu, the Under Secretary of
Defense. “We appreciate the enthu-
siasm of the leadership at the
installations who volunteered to
support this special effort to reach

See MONEY, A8

Free financial education forums at Gombat Genter

FINRA INVESTOR

EDUCATION FOUNDATION

NEWS RELEASE

The FINRA Investor Education
Foundation will host a free finan-
cial education forum for Combat
Center Marines, sailors and family
members tomorrow at the base
theater from 10 am. to 2 p.m.

The foundation will host 11
free financial education forums
for military servicemembers and
their spouses this week at nine
military installations throughout
Southern California.

The forums, which coincide
with Military Saves Week, will
address the distinct financial chal-
lenges of military personnel and
highlight free tools and resources

available to help them learn to
make prudent financial decisions
for themselves and their families.

“From deployments to perma-
nent change of station moves, ser-
vicemembers and their families are
faced with a unique set of chal-
lenges when working to keep their
financial houses in order,” said John
M. Gannon, executive director of
the FINRA Investor Education
Foundation. “Our forums seek to
arm them with the critical informa-
tion and education they need to
better inform their financial deci-
sions and help them manage their
money with confidence.”

The FINRA Foundation—the
largest foundation in the country
devoted to investor education—
launched the Military Financial

Education Program in 2006 and is
a partner in the U.S. Department
of Defense Financial Readiness
Campaign. Since then, the
Foundation has conducted educa-
tional seminars at more than 35
military installations around the
world and at sea, reaching more
than 8,000 servicemembers and
their families and launched a com-
prehensive online Web site,
SaveAndInvest.org, designed to
help servicemembers and their
spouses become better informed
about their financial choices.

At the events, attendees will
learn about debt and credit man-
agement, best practices for saving
for a child’s college tuition and
smart strategies for retirement
planning. In addition, the forums

will focus on the importance of
preparing financially for upcom-

ing deployments.  Seminars
include: Smart Credit
Management;  Avoid  the

Predatory Loan Trap; Mutual
Funds, 529 Plans and More; and
Smart Saving for Retirement.

The events are taking place
during Military Saves Week, which
is a social marketing campaign by
the Consumer Federation of
America (CFA) to encourage ser-
vicemembers and their families to
build wealth. The FINRA
Foundation is a proud supporter
of CFA in this effort.

Each forum is open to active
duty servicemembers, reservists,

See FINRA, All
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Larcenies have always been a
big problem across the US.
There has been an increasing
problem of thefts aboard the
base and especially in the bar-
racks, which is an issue we have
to strongly look at and find a
way to address.

Out of the eight larcenies,
almost all of them could have
been prevented or been easier to
solve if the person would have
secured the items properly, kept
receipts of merchandise or
marked or engraved their prop-
erty for identification purposes.
Also ensure that you write down
and keep a record of all serial
numbers and other identifiers of
merchandise and keep that list
in a secure location. Most pawn
shops will not take property that
has engraving markings on
them.

Larcenies aboard MCAGCC

Unit

7th Mar
1/7

2/7

3/7

3/4
3/11

3rd LAR

1st Tank Bn

3rd AABN

MWSS-374

CLB-7
VMU-1
MCCES
HQBN

NAV HOSP
23rd Dental
Staff Housing

Other

Grand Total

Larcenies
1

OO OO OO OO NODODODOO PO O

Here are the stats on how many DUIs/DWIs we have had aboard The total number of Marine-related DUI’s

C.O.P. Corner Community Oriented Policing

The proactive voice of crime prevention ¢ Presented by the Provost Marshal's Office, Crime Prevention Section
Information current as of Feb. 11.

DUI / DWI

MCAGCC and off the installation:

Unit

7th Mar
177

2/7

3/7

3/4

3/11

3rd LAR
1st Tank
3rd AABN
MWSS-374
CLB-7
VMU-1
MCCES
HQBN
Nav Hosp.
23rd Dental
Other Mil
Mil Dep
DOD Civ
Other
Grand Total

Totals On Base/Off Base  Ranks

0 0/0

0 0/0 year.

1 0/1 1LCpl For more information on DUI/DW!I and
2 1/1 2Cpl convictions go to:

1 0/0 1Cpl *http://criminal-law.freeadvice.com/
2 0/2 2Cpl drunk_driving/califor nia-dui.htm

1 1/0 1PVt * http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/ hdbk/
2 2/0 1LCpl/1Cpl pgs73drinkcostchart.ntm

2 0/0 The following services are available to
2 2/0 1 Pfc/1LCpl on-base personnel and residents through
0 0/0 the Crime Prevention Section:

0 0/0 Literature, Briefings, Education, Crime
4 4/0 2Pfc/1LCpl/1GySgt Assessments, Safety Tips, Stranger Danger
4 2/2 2LCpl/2Cpl Program, McGruff the Crime Dog, Officer
0 0/0 Friendly Program, Operation Identification
0 0/0 (Property Identification), Child
0 0/0 Identification and Fingerprinting.

0 0/0 For more information about the above
0 0/0 services, contact the PMO Crime
1 1/0 1Sp4 Prevention Section at 830-4561 or 830-
22 6094,

Update

so far this year are 22, through Feb 11.
All of them have lost or will lose their
driving privileges for a minimum of one
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Sempertoons

By Gunnery Sgt. Charles Wolf
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Listen to this..

“Roses are Red,

Violets are Blue,
MNoone else makes
me shoot straighter "

"PERFECTIN
Let's Get that onel™

HAPPY

)

VALENTINE!

ACROSS

1. Phone your friends while they
Google the answer: Perfect combo!

5. Where kids would await instruc-
tions from a giant, talking stone
wall

8. The *“auditions” are the best parts
to watch

Pray you get a letter so you can see
Vanna White

12. It’s a “relative” competition

13. Playing tic-tac-toe with celebrities

14. Teaching athletes and movie stars
how to dance

15. Where the girls fight over the guy

DOWN
2. Jimmy Kimmel’s first job as a host

3. Originator of the song that implies
someone is taking too long

4. The one event where the atheletes
aren't questioned about their use
of steroids

6. Don't pick the wrong briefcase
7. Bob Barker finally retired...
10. MTV’s original reality show

11. Unknown dates with bad com-
mentary

©

Centerspeak

What are you goin% to do with
your Economic Stimulus
Payment?

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily thoseof e
OBSERVATION Past, the Marine Corpsor Departmentof Defae

L Put it
toward

new uniforms.”

SEAMAN MICHAEL DENSON

NAvAL HOSPITAL TWENTYNINE
PALMS

&£ | 'll probably

just have a

little extra fun with

it, like get a tattoo
or something.”

CPL. TREVOR SCELSO

3RD BATTALION, 4TH
MARINE REGIMENT

ke Running
Shoes,
Triathlon gear, and

donate some to can-
cer research.”

STAFF SGT. DIANE DURDEN

HEADQUARTERS BATTALION,
S-3
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TONIGHT

Dinner and Eclipse

Time: 4-9 p.m.

Where: California Overland
Adventures

1233 Palm Canyon Drive
Borrego Springs

For more info

(866) 639-7567

FRIDAY

McCormick’s 44th Exotic
Car Show and Auction
Days & Times: Fri., 4-9
p.m., Sat.,8 a.m.-7:30 p.m. &
Sun., 8 am.-5 p.m.

Where: Spa Resort Casino
244 N. Indian Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs For more info
(760) 320-3290, —

SATURDAY

Jose Feliciano

Time: 8 p.m.

Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison St
Coachella

For more info (800) 585-3737

wﬁ@@ﬂ GCRA S

The Officers’ Spouses Club will hold its annu-
al Mardi Gras benefit auction at the Combat
Center Officers Club at 6 p.m. Saturday.

Proceeds from this event will benefit many local phil-
anthropic causes and scholarships. Last year the club
awarded more than $20,000 to 26 area organizations
including the Morongo Basin Chapter of the
American Red Cross, Boys and Girls Clubs of the Hi-
Desert, Hospice of Morongo Basin and Twentynine
Palms food pantry. Another $14,000 in scholarships
were also awarded to area children and spouses of
service members.

Attendees must be 21 or older, dress
is business :
informal and
heavy
hors d’'ouevres
will be served. = 4
For more
information or
tickets, call
Michelle Darby
at 805-7915.

MOVIE TIMES
365-9633

www.cinema6theatre.com

ALL SHOWS + ADULTS $6.00
BEFORE + SENIORS $6.00
6:00PM $600  + CHILDREN $6.00

FRIDAY

Smooth Jazz with Mikole
and Carrie Landsgaard
Time: 6 p.m.

Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison St.,
Coachella, .For more info
(866) 3SPOT29

3

SATURDAY

Foreigner

Time: 8 p.m.

Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino

1-10 and Golf Center Pkwy
Indio

For more info (760) 342-5000
or (800) 827-2946

: E

WEDNESDAY
Juno -7 p.m. - PG-13
THURSDAY

Alien vs Predator: Requiem -

7p.m.-R
FRIDAY

P.S.I LoveYou - 6 p.m. -
PG-13

The Bucket List - 9 p.m. -
PG-13

Sweeny Todd - Midnight - R

FRIDAY

Boxing: Enrique Ornelas
vs. Nestor Rocha,
middleweight bout

Time: 4:30 p.m.

Where: Morongo Casino
Resort & Spa

49500 Seminole Dr.
Cabazon

For more info

(951) 755-5391

SATURDAY

Led Zepagain, tribute band to
Led Zeppelin FREE concert
Time: 2-4 p.m.

Where: La Quinta
Community Center

77865 Avenida Montezuma
La Quinta For more info

SATURDAY

Disney’s Teacher’s Pet -
11 a.m.-PG

The Water Horse: Legend of

the Dragon - 2 p.m. - PG
Juno - 6 p.m. - PG-13

One Missed Call - 9 p.m. -
PG-13

Alien vs Predator: Requiem -

Midnight - R
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FRIDAY

REO Speedwagon

Time: 8 p.m.

Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino

84245 Indio Spring Pkwy
Indio

For more info (760) 342-5000
or (800) 827-2946

SUNDAY

Sunday Jazz Café with the
Mojave Hotshots

Time: 12-2 p.m.

Where: Water Canyon
Coffee Co. =
55844 29 Palms Hwy

Yucca Valley

For more info

(760) 365-7771  (

Movies for the upcoming week at the Sunset Cinema

SUNDAY

The Pirates Who Don’t Do
Anything -2 p.m.- G

The Great Debaters -
6 p.m.-PG-13

First Sunday - 9 p.m. - PG-13
MONDAY

P.S.1LoveYou -7 p.m.-
PG-13

TUESDAY
Walk Hard - 7 p.m. - R

Stay Proud
Py

Stay Marine

29

Since 1928

=N S S

I. .f‘ : j .! -

PALMS INN 28=.

Fine Food and Lodging

Faces @cygf}lw

Pamper Yourself...

Natural, organic, & live Enzyme edible products
combined with holistic service equals health, relaxation,
mental awareness and inner peace.

A Holistic Heath Spa

- ~361-7546 ~

www.Faces-day-Spa.com 73554 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA

"

‘m‘;‘ .

Luncheon e Dinner

Cocktails ®Sunday Brunch

Entertainment Nightly

=Charming
Adobe

73950 Inn Avenue

Twentynine Palms, California

760-367-3505
www.29palmsinn.com

Bungalows

with Fireplaces

= Heated Swimming Pool

= Available for Special Events
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MCAGCC Marines take new Gombat Fitness Test for trlal I'IIII

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M.
DUNN

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Marine Corps prides itself
on the physical fitness standards
held throughout the ranks, but is
the bi-annual Physical Fitness
Test enough to prove a Marine’s
capabilities?

According to White Letter 05-
07, written by Gen. James T.
Conway, Commandant of the
Marine Corps, the PFT is no
longer enough to test a Marine’s
physical capacity for all physical
skills a Marine may need to suc-
ceed on the battlefield.

After White Letter 05-07 was
published by Conway, the Marine
Corps Training and Education
Command at Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va., began the develop-
ment of the Combat Fitness Test,
which will more closely replicate
the physical demands of combat
than a PFT.

“Tasks that make up the CFT

will have linkage to Marine com-
mon combat skills,” said Col.
Brian McGuire, Combat Fitness
Test Development officer-in-
charge, TECOM. “Additionally,
CFT events will have a low degree
of technicality such that it will be
more of a fitness test than it is of
acquired skill.

“Though the PFT is a good
general test of overall fitness, the
CFT will provide commanders an
assessment of a Marine’s overall
combat conditioning,” he added.
“Practicing for the test is practic-
ing for combat.”

The CFT begins with an 880-
yard run, known as movement to
contact, an ammunition lift test
and a maneuver-under-fire event.
During the ammunition lift, the
Marines will lift a 30-pound
ammunition can from shoulder-
height to overhead, fully extend-
ing their arms each time. They
must complete as many repeti-
tions of this exercise as they can
within two minutes.

The final portion of the CFT,
maneuver under fire, requires
Marines to travel 300 yards by
sprinting, completing a modified
low crawl, and weave through a
series of cones designed to simulate
barbed wire and other obstacles.

Once they reach the end of the
cones, the Marines must evacuate
a mock casualty by executing a
buddy-drag halfway through the
obstacles. Then they must fire-
man carry the casualty back to the
ammunition cans.

After the Marines carry the
casualty back to the ammunition
cans, they must carry the ammu-
nition cans back through the
cones to the casualty zone, where
they must throw a hand grenade.

If the grenade hits the desig-
nated target area, five seconds is
deducted from the Marine’s time.
If they miss, five seconds are
added to their overall time. Then
they must pick up the ammuni-
tion cans and run back to the
starting point.

Hot Movies - Hot Prices!
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HEARE
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SEE SALESPERSOMN FOR DETAILS

ULTIMATE DIRECTOR'S CUT

while supplies last

No Rainchecks =+ Quantities Limited To Stock On Hand

MARINE CORPS EXCHANGE

BEOWULF

Available Feb. 26

¥ $15.99 price effective 02/26/08 - 3/01,/08

-
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—

E_‘/ / \\x. ;

AVIAZOM COMPAMY

i

o

SIGHT & SOUND DEFPT.
Twentynine Palms

Tom These

titles
and
many

Hanks;s
Forrest
Gump

CORE ERANDS
CORPS VALUE

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN
Cpl. Carl W. Brown, senior radio
operator, Headquarters Platoon,
Lima Company, 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, carries
Cpl. Jose Zavala, tactical advi-
sor, 1st Platoon, Lima Company,
3/7, during the Combat Fitness
Test at the Combat Center’s Del
Valle Field Feb. 7.

McGuire said scoring for the
CFT will be similar to the PFT.
However, since the test is still in
development, the specifics of the
scoring have not been finalized.
Scored options as well as pass or
fail options will be presented to
the commandant for decision.

Testing for the CFT will be con-
ducted in seven military installations
worldwide. The Combat Center
was the third stop on this route. The
Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School and 7th Marine
Regiment participated in the testing
when it came to the Combat Center
Feb. 5-8.

Sgt. Maj. Dave C. Howell, 7th
Marine Regiment sergeant major,
took part in the test.

“The CFT is long overdue
because many aspects of combat
conditioning are ignored, and
Marines rely on field training
alone to prepare for arduous
activities,” said Howell. “The
CFT should act as a conduit that
assists and guides Marines in their
daily conditioning routine.”

Howell went on to say the
CFT is a challenging and reward-
ing test that complements the
PFT because it evaluates Marines
in areas that the PFT misses.

The CFT will not replace the
PFT. Instead, it will be run in con-
junction with the PFT. It will also
count toward promotion and
retention for lance corporals, cor-
porals and sergeants. McGuire
said the CFT and PFT will also
not be run on the same day.

Overall, the Combat Center
Marines who participated in the
CFT seemed to approve of its abil-
ity to physically challenge Marines.

“When you first see it set up, it
looks easy, like anyone can do it, but
once you get started, it’s actually
really exhausting,” said Lance Cpl.
Raphael Fritschraudser, rifleman,
4th Platoon, Kilo Company, 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment. “It

See TRAINING, A5
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HOT TOPICS

BASKETBALL AND
SOFTBALL
TRYOUTS

Varsity men/women basket-
ball tryouts are ongoing.
Varsity men’s softball tryouts
are from 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesdays
and Thursdays until further
notice. Contact Skip Best at
830-4092 for more informa-
tion.

MMEA MONITORS
VISIT
Headquarters Marine Corps
Enlisted Assignments is coming
to the Combat Center Monday
and Tuesday. Monitors will
screen and counsel Marines on
assignment opportunities at the
Officer's Club (Mesa Room)
from 7:30 am. — 430 pm.
each day. Don't miss this
opportunity to begin the next
chapter of your career and see
where your next assignment
will be. FY08 first-term
Marines will have priority. For
more information, contact the
Combat Center career reten-
tion specialist, Gunnery Sgt.
Daniel L. Mintz at 830-6171
or see your unit Career

Retention Specialist.

MARINE CORPS
SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION

The Marine Corps
Scholarship Foundation is
accepting applications for aca-
demic college scholarships to
the children of Marines and
Navy Corpsmen serving with
Marines. The Marine Corps
Scholarship Foundation
reminds communities across
the country that the deadline
for student applications for
this year is March 3.
Applicants are urged to visit
www.mcsf.org for more infor-
mation and requirements or
call 1-800-292-7777.

MARINE SECURITY
GUARD SCREENING
TEAM
The MSG screening team is
coming to the Combat Center
on March 10. The team will
screen Marines for assign-
ment opportunities in build-
ing 1707 Classroom C from 8
am. —4:30 p.m. All interested
Marines are encouraged to see
their unit Career Planner for
eligibility requirements. For
more information, contact
the Combat Center career
planner, Gunnery Sgt. Daniel

L. Mintz at 830-6171.

WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME?> SECURITY

State Of The Art Secur

._‘:-- ;

e Ground Level Units
= Controlled Gate Access
e Large Moving Truck Friendly
= Month-to-Month Rentals

5020 Adobe Rd = 29 Palm

367-2510

ity Control With Full Time

_Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

SPECIAL MILITARY
PRICING ON ALL
UNITS!

S
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PFC. R. LOGAN KYLE

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Prevention and Relationship
Enhancement Program’s Fighting
for your Marriage workshop kicks
off Feb. 28 at the Combat
Center’s Protestant Chapel from 8
am.to4 pm.

PREP is not group therapy; it
is an educational and practical
application opportunity to help
couples learn what makes mar-
riages and relationships work.

Engaged and married couples
are given the opportunity to
spend two days learning to prop-
erly communicate, handle conflict
and promote intimacy, said Lt.
Terry Moran, Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics
School chaplain.

The program was founded by
doctors Howard J. Markman,
Scott Stanley and Susan L.
Blumberg, authors of “Fighting
for your Marriage,” that was writ-
ten after more than 20 years of
research.

The class previously lasted

TRAINING, from A4

really tests your physical agility bet-
ter than a PFT does”

Other Marines said the CFT is
as intense, challenging and more
applicable in a combat environ-
ment than a PFT. Many also said
the CFT was a fun, enjoyable
workout.

McGuire reported that efforts
put toward setting up the testing
by MCCES and 7th Marine
Regiment, along with overall
motivation, was exceptional.

“The Marines who participat-
ed in CFT testing, from the lead-
ers of the units, to the monitors
and to the participants themselves
did an outstanding job,” he said.

McGuire also said input
received from the participants will
enable CFT refinements as the
data collection phase proceeds.

“The CFT is not yet finalized,
so even though times and reps
(repetitions) on proposed events
are important in this phase, just as
important is the feedback we get
from Marines who have taken the
test,” he said.

The next stop on the CFT test-
ing route is Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego, Calif. Visits to
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.
and Okinawa, Japan, will follow.
TECOM will continue to develop
and perfect the CFT before it is
implemented Marine Corps-wide
later this year.

HOSPICE
VOLUNTEER
TRAINING
Wednesday & Fridays

9:00 a.m. —12:30 p.m.
February 27 — March 14

Hospice of Morongo Basin
Come See What Makes
Hospice so Special!

To register, or for more

information, call 366-1308

three days, but three days was too
much time away from work and
training, said Moran.

“Now the classes are con-
densed to only two days;
Thursday and Friday,” said
Moran. “We're hoping the differ-
ent commands [aboard the
Combat Center] will allow their
Marines to attend classes now
that they're shorter. The commu-
nication Kills learned in the class-
es can easily be used in the work
environment as well.”

Another subject covered in the
class is friendship.

“We encourage couples to plan
to have fun to keep their friend-
ship alive and well,” said Moran.
“We encourage couples to have
fun like they did before they were
married and settled down with a
job and children.”

Other topics like sensuality
and sexuality, personality, money
matters, and forgiveness are also
covered in the class.

After a series of studies,
researchers found that couples
who took the class had lower

breakup rates, were more likely to
maintain satisfaction up to a few
years after the program, and were
more likely to show lower levels
of negative interaction and higher
levels of positive interaction up to

five years later.

The PREP workshop will be
held four more times this year

after the February class.
The next classes will

be
offered May 22 and 23, July 24

and 25, Sept. 25 and 26, and Oct.
30 and 31. A PREP class based
on Biblical principles will be
offered April 24 and 25.

For more information and reg-
istration, call 830-6464.

Thirsty for Savings®?

Exercise Your Options

Auto Loans
as low as

3.50

APR*

%

If you’ve been looking for a great auto loan, you can take a
break now. Get the car you really want at a payment that’s
easy to swallow. At Pacific Marine Credit Union, you’ll find:

e Up to 100% financing
e Terms up to 96 months**

Act fast. Offer’'s good now
through April 30, 2008
Exercise your options. Choose
Pacific Marine for your next auto
loan. Call or apply online today.

fCPAClFLc MARINE
cre it union
800-736-4500

wWww.pmcu.com

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate and terms may be based on the credit

worthiness of the borrower. 3.50% APR available for 36-month term on vehicles
model years 2007 or newer. Rate subject to change. Sample Payment: at 3.50%
APR for 36 months, payment will be $29.31 per $1,000 financed. Offer available

February 11, 2008 through April 30, 2008.

** 96 month term available on vehicles with a minimum loan balance of $30,000.

Federally insured by NCUA

-

2, and boat coveragas are tten

people who serve our country. We're ready to do it for you. &
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h non-affiliated insurance companies and are

BETTER PROTECTION FOR THE VEHICLE YOU DRIV;E.-.:'ff_'
WHEN YOU'RE NOT AT WORK.

- On duty, it’'s Humvees, Abrams and APCs. Off duty, it’s SUVs, minivans .
and sports cars. That's where GEICO comes in. We offer 24-hour service, -
money-saving discounts, easy payment plans, vehicle storage options and _»
storage protection plans, whether you store it yourself or on base. For
seventy years, GEICO has been serving the special needs of the special

GEICO

geico.com
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1-800-MILITARY (1-800-645-4827)

AUTO » HOME ~ RENTERS ~ MOTORCYCLE ~ BOAT
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Embedded Trainer Teams sharpen rough terrain driving skills

CPL. MICHAEL S.
CIFUENTES

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

veniently and effectively.

From Feb. 1-6, Marines and
sailors with Embedded Trainer
Teams conducted training opera-
HAWTHORNE ARMY DEPOT, tions in the mountainous terrain
Nev. — There's not much thatcan of Hawthorne, Nev, and
stand in the way of U.S. Marines enhanced their driving capabilities
nowadays. in up-armored humvees.

Walls, buildings and even The teams were trained in
complex terrain haven't been driving techniques that allows
much of a match for Marines them to maximize the capabili-
lately. In fact, Marines are still ties of their combat-ready
honing their field skills to over-
come these obstacles more con-

out missions and operations in
their upcoming deployment to
Afghanistan.

Keith Whitlow, lead driving
instructor with Back Country
Driving School, and his group of
instruc tors taught the Marines
these vital driving techniques on
terrain aboard Hawthorne Army
Depot’s training grounds.

“From what I'm told this
area is very similar to the ter-
rain in Afghanistan,” said
Whitlow. “We’re showing the

humvees in unforgiving moun-
tainous terrain so they can carry

. CPL MICHAEL SCIFUENTES
U.S. Marines with Embedded Trainer Team 4-3 pause for a moment in an up-armored humvee dur-

ing a rough terrain driving course Feb. 6, in Hawthorne, Nev. The Okinawa, Japan, -based team
learned different driving techniques essential for driving on mountains or rough terrain. This training
is done aboard U.S. Army training grounds in Hawthorne — a terrain similar to that of Afghanistan.

Silent & Live Auction

MARDICIRAS
SYehelt Al .l.l

At the Combat Center Officers’ Club ® Saturday, February 23rd at 6p.m.

dn10 .SdSN0dS .SHIADIJJ0

Enjoy Heavy Hors d’oeuvres while bidding to
win exciting packages for weekend
getaways, golfand more.

Tickets on sale for $12.%°
through O Club, SNCO Club and Unit OSC Representative.
FREE shultle available for those who reside on base.

Call 830-6610 / 805-7915

* All Hands, Ages 21 & Over Welcome
Proceeds from the benefit will go to Crants & Academic Scholarships.

v Diezss s Chvilian Festive «

Marines how they can maneu-
ver through steep inclines and
declines with comfort. They
need to know the capabilities
of the humvees so they can
maintain control of where
they’re going during [combat]
operations when they’re in
Afghanistan’s hills.”

The teams, made up of
Marines and sailors serving with
3rd Marine Division, are training
to become military advisors for
the Afghan National Army.
They're tasked with mentoring,
training and assisting the Afghan
soldiers during combat opera-
tions so they can become a self-
efficient military force.

“Since we’ll mostly be con-
ducting convoy operations, it's
crucial we learn and understand
the capabilities of the wvehicle,”
said Lt. Col. Anthony Terlizzi, the
officer-in-charge of ETT 4-3.
“This is the best humvee training
we've ever received.”

The lessons included break-
ing, throttle modulation, maneu-
vering over rocks, humps, ditches
and washes, and steep ascents

and descents.

“We are the best qualified driv-
ing instructors for  these
humvees,” said Whitlow. “We
know the machines inside and
out. We're basically teaching the
Marines the week points and the
strong points of the humvees.
Our job is to familiarize them with
off-road driving the proper way.”

Marines spent three days on this
training course driving all around
Hawthorne’s mountains. At 6,000
feet elevation, they climbed steep
hills most four-wheel-drive trucks
can't handle, said Whitlow.

And, for training purposes,
the teams intentionally caused a
humvee to get stuck. The instruc-
tors taught lessons on vehicle
recovery by properly using cables
to tow out the humvees.

“The lessons were very valu-
able,” said Terlizzi, a native of
Melbourne, Australia. “We got a
lot of hands-on training and les-
sons on preventative mainte-
nance. The Marines were really
able to learn and understand
everything they showed us. |
think we're ready to go.”

b

CPL. MICHAEL S. CIFUENTES

U.S. Marines and sailors with Embedded Trainer Team 7-3 convoy
through a rough terrain driving course Feb. 1, in Hawthorne, Nev.
The Okinawa, Japan, -based team learned different driving tech-
niques essential for driving on mountains or rough terrain.
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mmllllll!l |I|lﬂl‘lv disasters at Mt. San lacmtn State Park

LANCE.CPL. NICHOLAS M.
DUNN j

CoMBAT, CORRESPONDENT

Planning to hike the trails or
lounge around the campgrounds
of Mount San Jacinto State Park
this weekend?

While this may sound like a
fun_way to spend a day or two,
there are a numberof precautions
one must follow to avoid turning
a relaxing walk in the woods into
a recreational disaster.

“A large problem with folks,
especially.«from the: Twentynine
Palms area, is they don’t Know
what' they're getting-into,” said
Kjer Sahl, California State Parks
ranger, Long Valley: Ranger
Station, Mount San Jacinto State
Park. “My . concern is that!they
may not be familiar: with  the
mountain. They may not have the
proper gear or aren’t used to the
terrain up here.”

The “Long Valley Ranger
Station, which is located in the
Long Valley picnic area of the
park, provides a checklist of the
“ten essentials” free of charge to
all park patrons. The items are; a
map and compass, extra food and
water, sun protection, a fire
starter, matches in a waterproof
container, extra clothing and rain
protection, a pocket knife, a first
aid kit, a flashlight with extra bat-
teries and bulbs, and a whistle.

It is also advised to carry per-
sonal identification and emergency
medical information on one’s per-
son at all times while in the park.

“In case something happens,
you want to have all the equip-
ment you need to keep yourself
alive,” said Sahl. “You should
always be prepared for the worst-
case scenario.”

Sahl also said there are other
ways patrons should prepare
themselves before they embark

¥
N

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN

This is a panoramic view of Palm Springs, Calif., from the Palm
Springs Aerial Tramway as it ascends to Mount San Jacinto State

Park Mountain Station.

BE A PART OF HISTORY

The 2008 Inaugural

concours d'elegance

O'Donnell Golf Course, Palm Springs
March Tst, 2008

General Admission $20
VIP Admission $150
Active Duty & Reserve Military Free

For more information, please call
760- 346-1810
or visit
www.DesertConcours.com

on their outdoor excursions.

“Being prepared isn't just
about having all the proper gear,
it's about being knowledgeable
about the terrain, weather and
trail  conditions,” she said.
“Although it’s a small mountain,
it's very easy to get lost here. It's a
very different topography with a
lot of ravines.”

In order to prepare, people can
call the Long Valley and Idyllwild,
Calif., ranger stations for infor-
mation regarding the weather and
trail conditions at 327-0222 or
(951) 659-2606 respectively.

The Long Valley Ranger
Station also provides topographi-
cal and hiking maps for only $1.
The topographical map shows the
varying terrain of the park as well
as the locations of the trails and
campgrounds. The hiking map
more clearly outlines the trails and
campgrounds for park patrons.

In addition to the maps and the
“ten essentials,” wilderness safety
tips are highly stressed to ensure a
fun-filled hiking excursion does
not become a rescue mission.
Prior planning, which includes
checking the weather conditions,
is extremely important. It is also
advised to notify a friend or fami-
ly member of your trip so they
can contact the authorities if you
do not return as planned.

While in the park, it is impor-
tant to stay on the trails, only hike
during daylight hours and do not
hike alone. If you get lost, or

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN

A Palm Springs Aerial Tramway car approaches the Mountain
Station at Mount San Jacinto State Park.

believe you are lost, it is impera-
tive you stay in one place. It is
much easier to find a stationary
person. Make yourself as visible
as possible by moving to a clear
area and wearing the brightest
clothing possible. Finally, blow
your whistle. Three whistle blasts
is the signal indicating distress.
Another thing to remember if
you plan to explore the trails and
campgrounds is to obtain the
proper permits. Wilderness and
camping permits can be obtained
at the Long Valley Ranger Station.
If you just want to spend a
relaxing day in the Long Valley
picnic area, there is another way
to reach your destination. The
Palm Springs Aerial Tramway
Station, which is located in Chino

Canyon near Palm Springs, Calif.,
is available to park patrons.
Information and ticket prices for
the tram can be found at
http://www.pstramway.com/tick
ets-gifts.asp.

The tram takes you to the
Mountain Station at 8,516 feet,
which is only a short walk from
Long Valley. The Mountain
Station also features a restaurant,
gift shop, snack bar and a state
park visitor center.

If you plan-to spend a day or a
weekend in Mount San Jacinto
State Park; it is.important to fol-
low the safety tips and pack the
“ten essentials.” Keeping safety in
mind may prevent your recre-
ational visit from becoming a sur-
vival nightmare.
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MONEY, from Al

our youth in our military fami-
lies.”

Joining the Military Saves
Campaign is the Financial
Reporting Advisors Education
Foundation, which offers a free

credit management tool, to active
duty military personnel and their
spouses to help them handle their
credit wisely.

“Feb. 21, FINRA will be
returning to the installation to do
another financial forum,” said
Wasdin. “It is in connection with

* Nursery Care Available

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School.......... 9:45 A.M.
Morning Services...... 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. =
Evening Service........ 6:00 P.M.

* DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 6
« Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

57175 Crestview Drive, Yucca Valley, CA., 92284
(Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

Rob D. Watkins
Pastor

760-365-9731

the campaign.”

Mary Schapiro, FINRA chief
executive officer and chairman,
stated in a press release that the
program is designed to help mili-
tary members and their families
take control of their finances and
future investments and savings.

According to their Web site,
FINRA representatives have

conducted seminars to educate
military members and their
families at more than 33 mili-
tary installations, instructing
more than 8,000 service mem-
bers and their family.

The Military Saves Campaign
and the FINRA Investor
Education Foundation may
have an entire week dedicated

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

Service Times:
Sunday Morning Worship 9:45

(760) 361-2450
4751 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms, Ca. 92277

Spirit and Truth Worship Center

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

. EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH

Senior Pastor Bill Wilcox, Youth Pastor Marcus McDaniel
Sundays:
Bible Study 9:00 AM, Worship 10:00 AM
Nursery & Children’'s Church Available

Mondays: Youlh Group &30 PM

L

Wednesdays:
' Bible Study 8. Youlth Awana 6:30 PM
Awana during school schedule only

6804 Mohawk Trail, YV 760-228-1747
www.evireeyuccavalley.com

57373 Joshua Lane
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
(760) 365-0769

wwacshuaSgrings‘org

KJSM

Sundays ?:30, 9:00,-1/
. Wednesdays:

-5
jo:j J&J\S;armga

CALVARY CHAPEL
:40 AM & 6:00 PM

First Southern Baptist Church

Pastor Stephen Jones

Sunday Services

Sunday School 9:45 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Wednesday Service

56374 Onaga Trail
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

First Family at Prayer 7:00 PM

Nursery, Children’s, and Youth Programs

Come visit our new website at www.fsbeyv.org

Begin Your Week With Pastor T. K. & Gerri Washington

Don’t Just Be...
760.361.6510

5898 Adobe Rd. Twentynine Palms, CA
www.gfccc.org

GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
Christian Center Church

Developing Disciples For Christ”

» Sunday School - 10 A.M.

« Sunday Morning Worship - 11:30 A.M.

+» Wednesday Night Church in Action - 7 PM.
« Friday Night Intercessory Prayer - 7 PM.

s LINB!

(760) 365-5771

JOIN US IN
WORSHIP

to educating military personnel
and their families about how to
save money and get out of debt,
but both organizations work
throughout the year to help
service members save money
while they pay off debts, pur-
chase a car or house.

For more information about
Military Saves visit their Web site
at www.militarysaves.com. For
more information about FINRA,
visit their Web site at www.fin-
rafoundation.org.

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN

Sgt. Thadeus Mariano, aircraft
maintenance support equip-
ment mechanic trainee, Marine
Aviation Logjistics Squadron 11
in San Diego, Calif., and gradu-
ate of the Marine Corps Staff
Noncommissioned  Officer's
Course Class 2-08, cuts a rug
at the Officer's Club after the
class’s mess night Feb. 12. The
class of 67 sergeants Marine
Corps-wide graduated from the
SNCO Academy Feb. 15.

Basin Wide é
Opportunities for

Praise!

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

Skyview Chapel

e
by,

]\~

SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM
WEDNESDAY MEETING... 7 PM
READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM
(Except Holidays)

56039 Santa Fe Trail » 365-4185
Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

Church of God

Worship Service
10:30 A.M & 6:30 P.M. {
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119

ThisWeek’s Spotlight Church

29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIST

29PamsChurchof theNazarene | 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIST
WELCOMESYOU! 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)
72603 JuanitaDrivee 367-7025 Sunday Bible Study 10:00AM
Morning Service 10:00am Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00AM
(T : : Sunday Evening Worship ~ 5:00PM
Childrer'sChuchduingAM Savice Wednesday Bible Study ~ 6:00PM
Nursery provided 367-9400 FREE CHURCH RIDES

Church of Christ _ |Unity Chureh of Morongo Basin] /2309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC) DESERT St Wartn-Tn-The Frelds
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am Join us for Worship & Celebration ; . CONGREGATI ONALCHURCH Sunday School 11:30 am « Holy Eucharig 11:30am
Worship 10:30 am 1:30 pm New Location Sunday Bible StUdy 10 :00AM Qo v e St BleSuy s S
Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed. T : : . hildren sBible Schod - RidesAvailabl ere Here for tveryone
\Wed. Bible Study 5pm 5%39@?52?&?3%6 ,‘il\—/lr Sunday Mommg W0r3h|p 11.00AM s(j Id rmcs?/lid?a%gf/daslnél /-I\Vfal G; 72348 La”eaRggjO?; é?ggg:fg;g% KFC), 29 Pams
f Childrens Church - 10:40 AM . . iese i ; !
7021 Airway, Yucca Valley « 365-9215 760-366.4840 Sund ay Evenin g WOrShlp 5:00PM P e et www.stmartinschurch29.0rg
St. Joseoh of Arimatheal ~ Yucca Valley Church . United Methodist Church
£ isfgpaj Church [ .. of Religious Science Wednesday Bible Study ~ 6:00PM of Twentynine Paims | FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1| HedingLives& Building Dreams 6250 Mesquite Springs Road 365-4014
S b et 0 N B 367-9400 FREE CHURCH RIDES o673 | SUNDAY
Father lan Han!ey 9’”‘;/434 BmmTrailngwwl\]/rdl ey‘”""' Sunday School: &30 am. -Worship: S302M. | &5l e SChOOL...vrvrvn. 9:30am
Sunday School, Holy Eucharist 9:00A.M. 365- : 5 Pastor Beth Glass WOrship.........cccccoouenne. 10:45am
Onagaat Church ., Y.V, 365-7133 %dgg’g “open hearts, open minds, open doors” | WEDNESDAY
— = . - Bible Study........oeerrrrrernnnee. 7
Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671 Good Shepherd Desert Hills Presbyterian Church JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER v’ FIrSt_ Southern ible Study pm
The United Methodist Church Lutheran Church b : Calvary Chapel Fellowship ‘ . Baptist Church| S ©__ Cholla
e e 56750 Mountain View Trail Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph Sun Worship 10:45am + 6:00pm S S
3unday Classes for All Ages -9:30 AM ‘Q'Sﬁgfy‘igiﬁvéﬁgfgg m Y\l/jv((:)(r:sii:)/asgﬁ/)ilc; 1306050_23;\/?1 s 8‘412 Oytp%st ROfg élgshu; 'I(;rt-(:)% éun. Bible Sfudy 9:305m * o g
g . - L A , 10: ; - - Potluck 6: g
Worship 10:30 AM (Chid Care Available) 0T ooty Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir | cal(760)366.7420.+ Offce (760) 366-74z22 Wesd. Bible Study 7000 Pioneer Town @ N

Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

CHURCH: 365-2548 Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

Website: JHOPCC.ORG

6088 Sunset Road JT (760) 366-9211

READY FOR A CHANGE?

| OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms
Service Times

Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am

same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude &
Worship with a coffee house atmosphere
sundays 10:30 a.m.
Located drecty acress fom the J7 slocn on

enter S in the hea aTre
366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

Www.0asiscommunitychurch.com

YuccaValey Church of theNazarene
9:45am Morming Worship
8:30am Sunday School (All ages)
6:00pm Evening Service
56248 Buena Vista, 365-7819
WWW.yvnazarene.com

Calvary Christian
Fellowship

Tye Bridges - Pastor
Services Times: Sun 9:30am = Wed 7:00pm
3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

Ph: 760.364.1990
E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

v

Assembly of God
Church

Pastor Frank Ferrandini
Sunday School 9:30 am

Wed. Service 7:00 pm

73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms « 367-9973

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
Wednesday dinner at 6,00 pm

e Py, I

JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!
7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley « 365-6967 « Military and Church Discounts Available




OBSERVATION POST

A9 FEBRUARY 20, 2008

M

CHARLEY ELISE

SMITH

Son of Staff Sgt. Jonathan B. Smith
and wife, Aubrey.

Born on Jan. 11, weighing 7 lbs
and measuring 19.6 inches.
CECILIA ANN BRAY
Daughter of Staff Sgt. Neil Bray
and wife, Rosemary.

Born on Jan. 12, weighing 5 Ibs, 7
0z and measuring 17 inches.
ALEXANDER LUCIUS
STOUT

Son of Lance Cpl. Ricky Stout and
wife, Karissa.

Born on Jan. 12, weighing 8 Ibs, 15
0z and measuring 20.7 inches.
ISAIAH MIGUEL
HERNANDEZ

Son of Sgt. Gabriel Hernandez
and wife, Jessica.

Born on Jan. 13, weighing 7 Ibs, 2.2
0z and measuring 19.9 inches.
JAYDE LAUREN SCHILT
Daughter of Cpl. Luke M. Schilt
and wife, Jennifer.

Born on Jan. 13, weighing 7 Ibs, 3
0z and measuring 19.4 inches.
JOSEPH ALEXANDER
VICENTE VAZQUEZ

Son of Cpl. Henry Vazquez and
wife, Elaine.

Born on Jan. 15, weighing 7 Ibs, 3.5
0z and measuring 19.4 inches.
ALICIAGIAVANNAWRIGHT
Daughter of Navy Lt. Darcy
Wright and husband, Loribet.
Born on Jan. 16, weighing 7 Ibs, 8
0z and measuring 18.5 inches.
AUSTIN BARRY HARLESS
Son of Pfc. Robert Harless and
wife, Christine.

Born on Jan. 17, weighing 8 Ibs,
10.3 0z and measuring 19.4 inches.

Birth announcements

JADZIA FIORELLA
NOWAKOWSKI

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Tiffany
Nielsen and Michael Nowakowski.
Born on Jan. 17, weighing 6 Ibs, 10
0z and measuring 18.8 inches.
DA'SEAN JOCREY CLARK
Son of Cpl. Charles Clark and
wife, Erica.

Born on Jan. 19, weighing 6 Ibs, 14
0z, measuring 19.1 inches.
MADELINE JOY
DAVENPORT

Daughter of Cpl. Brandon M.
Davenport and wife, Allison.
Born on Jan. 19, weighing 7 lbs
and measuring 19.1 inches.
NATALIALYNN
TINOCOTENA

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Gilberto
Tinocotena and wife, Ashley.
Born on Jan. 22, weighing 7 Ibs, 5
0z and measuring 18.7 inches.
CHASE ALEXANDER
WATKINS

Son of Lance Cpl. Randy Watkins
and wife, Jennifer.

Born Jan. 22, weighing 6 Ibs, 15 oz
and measuring 19.8 inches.
VALIX SCOTT MORRISON
Son of Lance Cpl. Matthew
Morrison and wife, Jesilyn.

Born on Jan. 24, weighing 6 Ibs, 2.2
0z and measuring 18.8 inches.
JAKE ADAM ASHINHURST
Son of 1st Lt. Chris Ashinhurst
and wife, Allison.

Born on Jan. 28, weighing 8 Ibs
and measuring 20 inches.
JORDAN ANDREW
ZEAGLER

Son of Cpl. Joshua Zeagler and
wife, Rebecca.

Born Jan. 28, weighing 9 Ibs, 3 oz
and measuring 20.8 inches.

CHRISTIAN

Roman Catholic Services
Immaculate Heart of
Mary Chapel

Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary

Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Sun 9 a.m Military Council
of Catholic Women (Bldg
1551)

Sun 9 am. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg
1551)

Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary

Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s
Liturgy of the Word

Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth
Grp.

Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary

Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young
Adult Group age 18-35, mar-
ried or single

(3rd Sunday of the month)
Fri 12:15 - 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st
Friday Each Month)

Holy Days of Obligation
Masses

12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
Non-denominational
Christian Service

Christ Chapel

Sun 8 am. Sunday School*
Sun 9 am. Worship*

Wed 7 p.m. Praise &
Worship*

Protestant Liturgical
Service

Christ Chapel

Sun 11 a.m. Worship

WORSHIP

Lay-Led Independent
Baptist Service

Christ Chapel

Sun 11 a.m. Worship

Lay-Led Gosi)el Service
Christ Chape
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship

Midweek Events

Monday

Immaculate Heart of
Mary Chapel

Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass

Tuesday

Immaculate Heart of
Mary Chapel

5-7:30 p.m. Catechist
Meeting

(2nd Tues. of the month)
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st
Tuesday each Month

Wednesday

Village Center

11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in
the Prayer Room contact
Chaplain Flint 830-6187

6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
Christ Chapel

5:30 p.m. Catholic Choair
Rehearsal

6 p.m. Praise & Worship
Rehearsal

6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/
Fellowship

7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible
Study

7 p.m. Praise & Worship
Service.

1st Thursday each month
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus

Legend

*Indicates Child Care
Provided

+Appointments can be made
for Confessions, call
830-6456/6646

HUNTER WILLIAM
HUSKEY

Son of Sgt. Joshua Huskey and
wife, Sara.

Born on Jan. 29, weighing 8 Ibs, 4.2
0z and measuring 21 inches.
JAMES RILEY PLUMMER
Son of Cpl. Coleman Plummer
and wife, Christin.

Born on Jan. 30, weighing 7
Ibs, .09 0z and measuring 19.2
inches.

GEORGE WATSON IV

Son of Seaman Kendra
Watson and husband, George.
Born on Jan. 30, weighing 8
Ibs, 10 oz and measuring 20.7
inches.

JAIDEN TREVON

MOBLEY

Son of Sgt. Alexander Mobley and
wife, Catherine.

Born on Jan. 31, weighing 8
Ibs, 9.6 0z and measuring 20.1
inches.

HALIE ANALESE LAVOIE
Daughter of Cpl. Mark Lavoie and
wife, Melissa.

Born on Feb. 1, weighing 8 Ibs,
0.16 oz and measuring 18.9
inches.

LEVI DAVIS ALLEY

Son of Pfc. Justin Alley and wife,
Emily.

Born on Feb. 2, weighing 7 Ibs,
15 oz.

oM

MANIYAH FELICIA
VARELA

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Delilah J.
Varela and husband, Luis.

Born on Feb. 2, weighing 6 Ibs, 4
0z and measuring 18.8 inches.
KATELYN ELIZABETH
HOUSEMAN

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Jesse
Houseman and wife, Sara.

Born on Feb. 5, weighing 6 Ibs, 7
0z and measuring 18.4 inches.
OAKLEY MAVERICK
JOHNSON

Son of Cpl. Terry Johnson and
wife, Haleigh.

Born on Feb. 5, weighing 8 Ibs, 3
0z and measuring 20.2 inches.

.
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A Chaplain from Folsom State Prison
will present studies from God’s Word

Difficult Bible truths made simple
Answers to many puzzling questions
Hope for the Future

Solutions for Personal & Family problems

Thousands have found success and
a new purpose in life.

¢ February 22 - March 8

Monday, Tuesday, Friday & Saturday
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.

Also Saturday mornings at 11 a.m.

Twentynine Palms

A
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SEVENTH DAY Seventh-Day Adventist Church
ADVENTIST 72070 Samarkand Dr., 29 Palms
CHURCH For more information call 367-2376
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Red hot phone deals
only from AT&T

SAMSUNG BLACKJACK I

BLACKBERRY CURVE MICROSOFT WINDOWS MOBILE 6
QWERTY KEYBOARD BLUETOOTH 2.0
MEDIA PLAYER 2.0 MP CAMERA
2.0 MP CAMERA $ 9 9 99
99 SAVE $100.00

SAVE $100.00
After $100 mail-in rebate
¢ debit card, with Blackberry

# Personal Plan or a $45 or
higher Blackberry data rate
plan or a $20 or higher
messaging plan plus an AT&T
Voice Plan of $39.99 or
higher. See below*

GET ROLLOVER' only from AT&T.

* Keep your unused anytime minutes month after month.
» Protect yourself from overages ¢ The fairest value in wireless

After $100 mail-in rebate debit card, with a PDA data
rate plan or a $20 or higher messaging plan plus an
AT&T Vioice Plan of $39.99 or higher.
See below”

TWENTYNINE PALMS !
5984 Adobe Rd. | Brmvaa [ &
(next to Santana’s Mexican Food) [ w g
g

(760) 367-0359 |

*AT&T also imposes monthly a Hedqulalor; Cost Recovery Charge of up to §1.25 to help defray costs fnuurred in I:Elmp!¥|n? with State and Federal telecom regulation; State and
Federal Universal Svc charges; and surcharges for customer-based and revenue-based state and local assessments on AT&T. These are not faxes or government-required charges.

Limited-time offer expires 2/14/2008. Other conditions & restrictions apply. See contract & rate plan brochure for defails. Subscriber must live & have a mailing addr. within AT&T's owned
wireless network coverage area. Up to $36 activ. fee applies. Equipment price & avail may vary by mrk & may not be avaifable from independent retailers. Early Termination Fee: None if
cancelled in the first 30 days; thereafter 8175, Some agents impose add'l fees. Unlimited voice services: Unitd voice sves are provided solely for live dialog between two individuals. Offnet
Usage: If your mins of use (including unitd svcse on other carrier's networks (ofnet usage") during any two consecutive month exceeds your offnet usage allowance, ATAT may at its
option terminate your svc, deny your contd use of other carriers' coverage, or change your plan o one imposing usage charges for offnet usage. Your offnet usage allowance is equal to the
lesser of 750 mins or 40% of the Anytime mins incl'd with your plan Lgata offnet usage allowance is the lesser of 6 MB or 20% of the KB incl'd with your plan.) Rollover Minutes: Unused
Anytime Minutes expire after the 12th billing period. Night and Weekend and Mobile to Mabile Minutes do not roll over.Incls Unlimited Mobile to Mobile Messaging: Incls unitd text,
picture, & video messages between AT&T customers sent or received while on the AT&T's owned wireless network. Instant Messages & any other usage not expressly incl'd herein will be
debited from your package’s messaging allowance. A subscription to one of the current Messaging Packages or MEdia Bundles is required. Rebate Debit Card: Samsung BlackJack Il price
before mail-in rebate card with 2-yr. contract and data rate plan is $199.99. BlackBerry Curve price before mail-in rebate debit card with 2-yr. contract and data rate plan is $199.99. Allow
60 days for fulfillment. Card may be used only in the US, is valid for 120 days after issuance date but is not redeemable for cash & cannot be used for cash withdrawal at ATMs or
automated gasoling pumps. Card request must be postmarked by 3/14/2008 & you must be customer for 30 consecutive days to receive Gard. Sales tax calculated based on price

of unactivated equipment. FamilyTalk is a reqistered service mark of Delaware Valley Cellular Gorp., an AT&T Company. © 2008 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. E
AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Infellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. b

Ty hbde Az
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Scheduled Dates -

Work Description - Install new box culvert under

Del Valle near the vehicle
storage lot.
Tuesday to Mar. 6

to follow Smoketree Avenue to
an improved access road
through old Marine Palms
housing to Mineral Street and
then to Del Valle Road. Del
Valle will be open up to the
work area but closed to
through traffic.

Key

Detour s—
Road Closure s

MWSS-374 conducts helicopter recovery, other pre-deployment training

LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marine Wing Support Squadron
374 conducted “Rhino Charge,” a
training exercise designed to pre-
pare the Marines and sailors for
their upcoming deployment from
Feb. 4 through 8.

The training included non-
lethal weapons instruction train-
ing, a mock helicopter crash off
of the airfield and an evening tac-
tical convoy through an Iraqgi vil-
lage at the Combat Center’s
Range 225, transporting the
wrecked helicopter.

The training focused on the

THIS ISN'T

WEL

J
L
E

helicopter crash and the effi-
ciency of the Marines and
sailors securing and removing
the helicopter from the hostile
environment and returning it
to their forward operating base
dubbed “Seagle.”

Under simulated enemy fire,
the Marines and sailors of the
Tactical Recovery of Aircraft
Personnel and the Medical Team
were able to move swiftly, securing
the site and evacuating the wound-
ed within hours of the crash.

“It is important to train for
TRAP missions,” said Gunnery
Sgt. Mark Dumdie, staff non-
commissioned officer-in-charge
of Crash, Fire and Rescue. “We

s & M S

I_Physit:ian
starting salary
$248,172

|

have to make sure we bring the
right amount of security, person-
nel and equipment.”

Sgt. Glenn Begg, military
police for MWSS-374 and assis-
tant convoy chief for the helicop-
ter security team agreed with
Dumdie.

“This is something we will be
doing on a normal routine,” said
Begg. “Training like this covers
all the bases. Being out here puts
you in an element you will wit-
ness in lrag.”

After evacuating roll players
simulating wounded aircraft per-
sonnel, the Mishap Board
Investigation Team entered the
area to determine the cause of the

Prisoners are ordered to lose their freedom, not their
health. A federally appointed Receivership is now
implementing a sweeping plan to restore a

constitutional level of health care to more than

175,000 California inmates.

We’'re also improving the care of our physicians.
Starting annual salary of a time-limited board
certified physician is now $248,172. As a California
State Employee, you’ll also enjoy one of the best
benefits and retirement programs anywhere.

This is a noble cause, epic in scope. You’ll make
sacrifices, but compensation isn’t one of them.
Learn more at www.ChangingPrisonHealthCare.org.

EOE.

CALIFORNIA

PRISON HEALTH CARE

RECEIVERSHIP CORP.

www.ChangingPrisonHealthCare.org

crash and if the helicopter was
worth saving.

“After we looked at the crash
site, we determined the helo (hel-
icopter) was salvageable,” said
Dumdie. “We had to pick up the
bird and place it on a flat bed and
bring it back to Seagle.”

The Marines and sailors
loaded and unloaded the helicop-
ter onto the flat bed a couple of
times to practice different tech-
niques to load a crashed helicop-
ter in a tactical environment.

“If we were actually taking fire
from enemies | would want to
recover the aircraft the fastest way
possible,” said Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Matthew Wieczorek,
Expeditionary Airfield services
officer.

Wieczorek continued to say
that the Marines and sailors are
going through the training to

learn different ways to recover
a helicopter, and to teach oth-
ers their techniques and give
others an opportunity to learn
from their fellow Marines own
experiences.

After running through multi-
ple ways to load the damaged hel-
icopter onto the flat bed, the
Marines and sailors convoyed the
helicopter through a simulated
enemy infested Iragi village
before returning to the FOB.

The long week MWSS-374
endured has taught them mul-
tiple techniques on retrieving a
helicopter from tactical envi-
ronments and tested the med-
ical and TRAP teams on evac-
uating wounded helicopter
personnel in a timely manner
while preparing MWSS-374
for their upcoming deploy-
ment in March.

NCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON
Gunnery Sgt. Mark Dumdie, staff honcommissioned officer-in-

charge of Crash, Fire and Rescue, links the chains attached to
the helicopter to the crane that will help lift the helicopter onto the
flat bed to be transported during a mock helicopter crash Feb. 7.
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AUTOMOTIVE

2005 SUZUKI BOULE-
VARD (800cc). $4,000.
Windshield, saddle bags
and sissy bar. Call (760)
910-3964 for more infor-
mation. 2/20/08

1975 CAMPER TRAILER,
22 ft. and fully contained.
$800, our best offer. Locat-
ed on base trailer park,
space #26. Call (760) 910-
3964. 2/20/08

MUST SELL CAR: 1999
Grand AM GT, 2 dr, blk,
100K miles, minor paint
damage, excellent running
condition, $3000 firm. Call
220-5680. 2-13-08

2002 FLSTC HARLEY-
DAVIDSON?® Heritage Soft-
ail Classic, luxury blue with
stripe, under 4400 miles,
Accessories included,
excellent condition. $14k
Call 760-221-8831 2/6/08

04 HARLEY DAVIDSON
NIGHTRAIN black on
black. 103-inch balanced
motor. many  extras.
$13,000 OBO. Call (808)
225-2473 1/30/08

2005 CHEVY IMPALA:
65,400 miles. GREAT con-
dition interior/exterior. Runs
great! $8,800. Call (760)
992-4570. 1/30/08

90CC QUADS: Pink and
Green Cammo, $400each.
495 KTM Dirt Bike $750.
‘04 Blaster 200cc $2200
OBO. Helmets included.
Call (760) 368-7098.
1/30/08

PROWLER 25.5 FOOT
5th  WHEEL TRAILER.
Sleeps 4, great condition.
$6599/0bo. Call (760) 219-
2184. 1/30/08

1969 MACH ONE MUS-
TANG for sale. Complete
except wheels, engine
and trans. $2,000 cash.
Call (760) 362-5156.
1/30/08

2003 SUZUKI GSXR 1000
Well maint. machine, xtras,
7,600 miles, no stunts, no
racing $6,000 OBO call
(760)-221-9601 1/16/08

MISC.

ROOMMATE WANTED:
Looking for a clean respon-
sible roommate. Located in

Twentynine Palms. For
more  information and
details, call Lorenzo at

(760) 702-0075. 2-13-08

ROOM FOR RENT: Two
mature  Marines  seek
roommate for a place close
to base. All utilities included
and garage. $450/month.
Must be clean and respon-
sible. Call (713) 857-7227
for more info. 2-13-08

BOWFLEX ULTIMATE
XTLU HOME GYM - 310
pound bars - Excellent con-
dition, $900/obo. Call (760)
219-2184. 1/30/08

FOR RENT: 4bed/2bath,
29 Palms, full garage,
fenced backyard. Fenced
full lot side yard. Available
now. Info call Linda at (760)
367-2700. 1/30/08

FOR RENT: Spacious
2bd/2ba house, w/ den.
Dining room, Ig. living rm,
w/ frplc, central air/swamp,
walk in closets, indoor
laundry, att. 2-car gar. Stor-
age shed. No Pets.
$900/mo + dep. Military
discount. Steven:(330)
497-0261. 1/30/08

GCombat Genter Trader Ads

LOVESAC SUPERSACE
CHAIR: Six foot diameter
foam bag chair! Blue Cor-
duroy cover included. $225
OBO. (912) 230-3949
1/30/08

TREADMILL Schwin Exer-
cise Bike $150. Both like
new, hardly used Call 361-
1209 1/9/08

FOR SALE

Soloflex w/ butterfly & leg
extension attachments
Great condition. $800 OBO
760-361-0151 1/9/08

BOSE ACOUSTIMASS
SERIES Il 5 Dual-direction
small speakers w/ 1 sub-
woofer. Excellent condition
$535 call 831-917-6663.
12/14/07

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the week prior to publi-
cation.

Trader Ad Forms are available
at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address. If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.

The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.

Ads for housing rentals will
not be considered for the
Combat Center Trader.

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

FINRA, from Al

National Guard members, mili-
tary retirees, Department of
Defense and Department of
Homeland  Security  civilian
employees and their spouses.

FINRA Foundation research
shows that military personnel
could benefit from additional
education. A 2005 survey found
that only 29 percent of military
personnel who currently invest
received a passing grade on a quiz
about basic financial knowledge.
However, 58 percent of survey
respondents said that it was very
important to them that they
become more knowledgeable
about saving and investing.

The FINRA Foundation’s
financial education forums are
one aspect of the multifaceted
program to help members of the
military and their families take
control of their finances. In part-
nership with the U.S. Department
of Defense, the US. Securities
and Exchange Commission, the
National Military ~ Family
Association and other organiza-
tions, the Foundation is commit-
ted to providing financial educa-
tion to military families.

The FINRA Investor
Education Foundation supports
innovative research and educa-
tional projects that give under-
served Americans the knowledge,
skills and tools necessary for
financial success throughout life.
To date, the FINRA Foundation
has approved $14.6 million in
grants and an additional $14 mil-
lion in direct investor education
programming. For details about
grant programs and other
FINRA Foundation initiatives,
visit wwwifinrafoundation.org

Financial forums in California
are scheduled at the following
installations:

MCAGCC 29 Palms, Feb. 21,
10 am.

Camp Pendleton, MCB, Feb.
22,8am.

Camp Pendleton, SOI, Feb.
25,8am.

MCRD San Diego, Feb. 26,
8:30 a.m.

View the events Web site at
http.//www.SaveAndInvest.org
for more information.

Let these Tax
professionals
file the best
results for you!

Employee Spotlight

Employee: Andres Fuentes
Organization: G-3

Billet: Deputy Director Range Management and Control Division
Job Duties: Responsible for the safety confliction of both ground and aviation training events.
Hometown: Philadelphia, Pa.
Hobbies: Dirt biking and camping
What I like most about my job: I like being able to make a significant contribution to ensure that
our troops going overseas get the best training they can possibly get before they go into the fight.
Most significant achievement since employed aboard MCAGCC: Going from map and
grease pencil to a highly sophisticated range control facility.
Any past military service: Marine Corps.

Years in service: 23 years
Time Employed at MCAGCC: 2 years.

19

April 15th is
Coming....
Are you
ready?

p

55417 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley
365-7211

o
Get the maximum refund
or your tax prep is free!

H&R Block Maximum Refund Guarantee

When you bring your tax information into H&R Block, your people have
one goal—to get you the maximum refund you're entitled to. If they don't
deliver, your tax prep is free. That's the power of having people.

Stop into your nearby H&R Block office location listed below.
For other locations call 1-800-HRBLOCK or visit hrblock.com

6260 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms
361-1040

RARICK & ASSOCIATES

H&R BLOCK'

You got people”

D,

“ Serving The High Desert For Over 35 Years’

e |[NDIVIDUAL ¢ FINANCIAL PLANNING
e PARTNERSHIP * OUT-OF-STATE

e CORPORATION ® RETURNS
« ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE IRS

228-1829 « 800-400-1829

57466 29 Palms Hwy., Ste. E
Yucca Valley

To advertise in this space Call 365-3315 or 367-3577

IRS forms are getting more and more complicated.

Tax payers need professional optionsto file their returns properly.

Call to reserve your space now!

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

Your Community Newspapers
Working to Serve You Better!
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Receive a Laptop

at NO COST
When You Enroll

NEW Fiscal Year Started
October 1st

Use your new tuition assistance
before it runs out!

Active Du
Start You r'y

Civilian Career!

Train 100% Online

Over 20+ career training programs available!
Train for a high-income career worldwide in:
Real Estate  Medical Business  and more...

Laptop Computer Included with Most Programs

“Allied is the place to go. The military will pay for it. Anybody anywhere has
access to the Internet in the military. It is huge to be able to complete gla,sses
online. As long as you have the desire, you can reach your goals.

James Leis
U.8. Air Force (ret.)

ALLIED

S CHOOLS

Call TODAY! 800-261-5379

Intramural Baskethall Standings: Week 5

Rankd Team

Wins Losses %
1 MCCES SNCO 5 0 1000
1 Ole School Plus 5 0 1000
3 CLB-7 4 1 800
4 IPAC 2 1 667
5 CMA 3 2 600
5 MCCES A 3 2 600
7 TTECG 2 2 500
8 MCCES B 2 3 400
9 MWSS-374 1 3 250
9 NHTP 1 3 250
9 Tanks 1 3 250
12 Dental 1 5 167
13 3/7 0 5 0000
Totals 30 30
Last Week’s Scores
Date Team 1 Score Team 2 Score
Feb.11 MCCES A 43  CLB-7 54
Dental 33 CMA 37
Tanks 47  MWSS-374 53
Feb.12 3/7 55  Ole School Plus 58
MCCES B 46 TTECG 68
CLB-7 59 MWSS-374 44
Feb.13 CMA 41 MCCESA 44
MCCES SNCO 68 NHTP 63
Dental 64  Ole School Plus 69

To truly get the most from your high-definition television, you need HD
service with Digital Cable from the — Time Warner Cable.

Enjoy HD programming on prime time and cable networks, all in true HD.

Experience the incredible clarity of HDTV by upgrading to HD service at no
additional cost to Digital Cable subscribers!

TIME WARNER
CABLE

THE POWER OF YOU~

- L) &
Y NATIONAL GEOGRARHIC E; ']
== ¢ HD ey i

s=arnicHD

NBC HDTV R

THE HETTONT CHANNEL.

————NEW—

‘!& TNT - g -

I:‘:}'-Sir‘lHEI

Offer expires 03/31/08. To receive all services, Digital Cable, remote and lease of an HD or HD DVR set-top box are required. To receive HD channels, subscription to standard definitions channel is required. Some services are not available to CableCARDTM customers. Not all equipment
supports all services. HDTV set required for HD service. $39 price point applies to Digital Cable Intro, Digital Phone Unlimited Nationwide and Road Runner Basic. New residential customers in the Desert Cities system only. The promotional period is 12 months. Standard service price applies
after the promotional period. Services and offer not available in all areas. Unless stated above, prices exclude converter charge, installation fees and applicable taxes. Some restrictions apply. © 2008 Time Warnher Cable, Inc. All Rights Reserved. TM & © Warnher Bros. Entertainment, Inc.
{s08) All services may not be available in all areas. Subject to change without notice. Some restrictions apply. “The power of you™ is a trademark of Time Warner Cable Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2008 Time Warner Cable Inc. All rights reserved.




