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Charlie Company Tanks rolls home,
reunite with family and friends
L A N C E C P L . Z A C H A RY J .
NOLA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

4

President commends
Combat Center spouse

6

Thousands gather for
“We salute you, 2008”

Approximately 85 Marines and
sailors from Charlie Company,
1st Tank Battalion, returned to
the Combat Center May 12
and May 13th after a sevenmonth deployment to Iraq in
support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom.
Friends, family members,
and fellow Marines greeted
Charlie Company with cheers,
banners, hugs and kisses as
soon as they stepped off the
bus at the Combat Center’s
Victory Field.
Gustavo Duran, who traveled from Santa Fe, N.M.,
found it hard to explain the
emotion he was feeling as he
awaited the return of his son
Lance Cpl. Gustavo A. Duran, a
tank crewman.
“I have no words to explain
it, it’s a beautiful feeling,” said
Duran. “I am so proud of my
son and all of [Charlie
Company].”
The homecoming was especially sweet for Duran because
it was also his son’s twentieth
birthday.
“It’s a beautiful gift for him

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Cpl. Wenceslao Martinez, combat tank repairer, Charlie Company, 1st Tank Battalion, meets his son
Dominic Wen Martinez for the first time on the evening of May 14 at Victory Field.

to come back home,” said
Duran.
Corporal Jacob L. Vela’s
mother, Gina, had to fight back
tears as she waited for her son
to return.
“It’s the hardest thing I have
ever had to deal with,” said

Vela, whose son is a radio
operator.
Vela traveled from Phoenix,
Ariz., to welcome home her
son and was grateful her son
had access to the internet and
phone use. Vela credited those
opportunities with helping

her through her son’s first
deployment.
“I’m very grateful that he
was allowed to make phone
calls and have e-mail access,”
said Vela. “I just waited for his

See TANKS, A10

Heritage Park will have something for everyone
8

Counterintelligence is
looking for you

LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Want a place to get out of the
hot summer sun? Looking for a
place to socialize your dog?
Craving that perfect rock-less
ground to play a game of pick-up
hockey or go skateboarding?
All that, and much more will
be built as part of Heritage Park,
a new park coming soon to the
Combat Center between Del

Valle road and Victory Field.
Heritage Park will consist of a
memorial walkway, an open enjoyment area with picnic benches and
a stage, a street hockey rink, a
skateboard park, small and large
dog parks, and a children’s water
spray park. The existing tennis
courts and Dinosaur Park Tots
Lot will also be incorporated into
Heritage Park.
“After we designed the memorial walkway we began developing
this whole area,” said Bob

Lehman, chief of the engineering
branch for the Public Works
Department. “It was designed for
everyone - single Marines to families. It will have sidewalks and give
the base a more community feel.”
The memorial walkway will
have the history of the
Twentynine Palms, Calif., area,
dating back to the local Native
Americans, gold miners and
homesteaders through the establishment of our present base.
Each decade of the bases’ mili-

tary history will be inscribed on
granite pillars that will also have
an account of the base’s home
units and campaigns they have
participated in.
“We will recognize all the units
that have been here,” said Brig.
Gen. M. G. Spiese, Combat
Centers commanding general.
“People who come will learn
about the campaigns we have
been in and everything we have

See PARK, A7

Commanding general change-of-command tomorrow
12

Varsity softball getting
warmed up

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

This Day in Marine
Corps History

-May 22, 19121st Lt. Alfred
Cunningham is first
Marine Aviator.

Brig. Gen. M. G. Spiese

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus

The Combat Center will welcome aboard a new commanding general
at a change-of-command ceremony scheduled for Thursday at 9 a.m.
at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field.
Brig. Gen. M. G. Spiese will relinquish the command to Brig. Gen.
Charles M. Gurganus, former assistant division commander, 2nd
Marine Division.
As the assistant division commander, Gurganus served as the
ground combat element commander, II Marine Expeditionary Force in
Al Anbar Province, Iraq, from February 2007 to February of this year.
Spiese has been the commanding general of the Combat Center
since April 2007 and will continue his Marine Corps career as the commanding general of the Training Education Command, Quantico, Va.
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RAP SESSION

Mental Health Awareness Month
5 misconceptions about behavioral health
KRISTEN WARD
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

No one is immune to the effects of deployments. However, deployment may
increase the intensity of the experience for you, your spouse or child, resulting in
some form of behavioral health issues. These issues can range from anxiety,
depression, eating disorders, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), substance
abuse and may even lead to thoughts of suicide.
Common misconceptions
With May being “Mental Health Awareness Month,” it is the perfect time to
learn the truth about some of common behavioral health myths.
Myth: Behavioral health issues only affect a small population of certain groups.
Fact: Approximately one in five adults struggle with a behavioral health disorder of varying degrees, making this more common than cancer, heart and lung disease combined. One in four families will be effected, whether it is the children, the
adults or a combination of both who are suffering. Behavioral health issues do not
discriminate - problems can impact anyone regardless of ethnicity, age or sex.
Myth: I don’t have a behavioral health problem, I just need something to
help me relax.
Fact: Often, people self-medicate with drugs or alcohol. Since alcohol is a
depressant, it can lead to an increase in behavioral health symptoms and addiction
problems. Feeling a “high” while on alcohol or drugs is temporary and when it’s
over, it can lead to more cravings, increased depression or other symptoms.
Myth: My TRICARE benefits won’t cover behavioral health care.
Fact: TRICARE covers mental and behavioral health care that is medically or
psychologically necessary. Arrange a screening with your primary care manager
(PCM), who can then help you decide whether to seek additional treatments if
symptoms are found. If you do pursue treatment, TRICARE covers up to eight
behavioral health visits with a network provider without an authorization.
Active duty Service members (ADSM) must receive a referral from their PCM
or military treatment facility (MTF) in order to seek treatment outside of the MTF.
Active duty family members (ADFM) do not need preauthorization for the first
eight therapy visits with a network provider. For treatment beyond the initial eight
therapy visits, beneficiaries are required to receive authorization.
For more on your benefits, visit the “Beneficiary Services” page on
http://www.triwest.com, select “Handbooks and Brochures” and “Behavioral Health
Care Benefits” or call (888) 284-3743. You can also Visit the “Mental Health and
Behavior” section at http://www.tricare.mil for specific coverage and associated costs.
Myth: Behavioral health disorders are untreatable.
Fact: The majority of people with behavioral health disorders improve when
they receive appropriate treatment. Types of treatment depend on your diagnosis,
severity of symptoms and preference. A variety of treatments, including medications and short-term psychotherapies, have proven effective. Once you or your
loved one is feeling better, treatment may need to be continued for several
months—and in some cases, indefinitely—to prevent a relapse.
Myth: Seeing a provider is my only option for help.
Fact: Several options are available for assistance in learning and dealing with
behavioral health related issues. These include:
“Help From Home” video series features military families who have faced the
challenges of deployment and reintegration. This and other tools are available on
the Behavioral Health portal of http://www.triwest.com.
TriWest also provides a 24/7 telephone access and crisis intervention services.
Service members and their families in the TRICARE 21-state West Region can
request assistance with a mental health crisis or with simple requests for behavioral
health information by calling (866) 284–3743.
MilitaryOneSource.com has articles, booklets, audio CDs and other interactive
tools to help you learn more about behavioral health issues.
Final Truth
If you still have questions about behavioral health, such as signs and symptoms, contact your health care provider for the real story, and to find the help
needed when stress or depression, or emotional challenges that come with life are
not resolving over time.

FDA Recalls Heart Medication
DAN BARBER

ACROSS
1. “High” places
for piracy
5. “It’s a
Wonderful
Life” director
10. _______ out
14. St. Louis sight
15. Homeric epic
16. In apple-pie
order
17. High-tech
meeting
20. One on the
loose
21. Prohibit, in
legalese
22. Pavement stuff
23. Give a lift to
26. Ruler toppled in
1979
29. Communication
in a “room”
34. One of the
Carpenters
36. Sty sounds
37. Flightless Aussie

38.
39.
41.
42.
43.
44.
46.
48.
51.
52.
53.
55.
58.
62.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.

Like some verbs
Guinness suffix
Tit for ______
Potter pal
Weasley
Abbr. in car ads
Jonah’s
swallower
Cross the plate
Evasive
language
Poems of praise
Dangerous
mosquito
Claro residue
Regal topper
“Just ___” (old
NBC sitcom
“Case closed”
“_______
Brockovich”
Bird-related
City in 15Across
Declare untrue
Quotable Yogi
Hospital fluids

[Solutions on A9]

DOWN
1. Keep for later
2. A dwarf planet
3. “Back in Black”
rock band
4. Put away, as a
sword
5. Roman writer of
“On the Republic”
6. Natural emollient
7. ATM access
8. WWII Spitfire
fliers
9. Suffix with cannon
10. “Be right there!”
11. ___up (confined)
12. Tex-Mex offering
13. Aerobic bit
18. ___-Locka, Fla.
19. Sends back to the
lab
23. ____Lilly & Co.
24. Door frame part
25. “Diana” singer
Paul
26. Schussed, e.g.
27. Silent Marx
28. Chilean pianist
Claudio

30. Write down, as
music
31. Judean King
32. Martin’s “That’s
____”
33. Contents of iPods
35. Good thing to
turn over
40. Mower stower
45. The “L” in UNLV
47. The women of
“The View,” e.g.
49. Noble’s domain
50. Hawaiian honcho
54. Brillo alternative
55. ____up (prepared
to drive)
56. Concerning, on a
memo
57. Score after deuce
58. “The Lion King”
villian
60. Othello, e.g.
61. “Orinoco Flow”
singer
63. Brylcreem unit?
64. “____had it!”
65. Title for
McCartney

Center speak
If you could have anything new for the
base,what would you want and why?
Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Departmentof Defense.

SGT. STEVEN REPPEL

MASTER SGT. JOSE REYNA

2ND LT. RALPH REY

TACTICAL TRAINING EXERCISE CONTROL
GROUP

1ST LIGHT ARMORED RECONNAISSANCE
BATTALION

1ST BATTALION, 7TH MARINE
REGIMENT

“A

Chili’s because
the only other
restaurant around here is
Applebees and it is an
hour away.”

“A

Starbucks because
everybody above
the rank of sergeant
drinks coffee.”

“A

nice paved track.”

ROBERT E. BUSH NAVAL HOSPITAL PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

Naval Hospital Pharmacists have discovered on the FDA Web site that Actavis
Totowa LCC, a United States manufacturing division of the international generic
pharmaceutical company Actavis Group, initiated a nationwide voluntary recall for
the heart medication Digoxin tablets which may have twice the approved level of
the active ingredient in the medication.
This product is distributed by Mylan Pharmaceuticals under a “Bertek” label
and by UDL Laboratories under a “UDL” label. It is uncertain which lots of
Digoxin made by UDL labs were affected.
Patients obtaining this medication through one of the TriWest network pharmacies or with the TRICARE Mail Order pharmacy should immediately discontinue
use and contact their physician or pharmacist.
Double strength tablets pose a risk of digitalis toxicity in patients with renal failure. Possible symptoms are nausea, vomiting, dizziness, low blood pressure, cardiac
instability and bradycardia. Death can also result from excessive digitalis intake.
Naval Hospital Twentynine Palms pharmacists have already notified patients of
the Hospital who have been prescribed this medication. No patient of the hospital noted a difference in pill size.
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FRI. 5/23 - SUN. 5/25

SAT. 5/24

SAT. 5/24 - SUN. 5/25

SAT. 5/24

SUN. 5/25

Tribute Fest Weekend
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: The Rock Yard,
Fantasy Springs Resort Casino
84245 Indian Spring Pkwy
Indio
For more info call
(800) 827-2946

G r u b s t a k e D a ys P arade
and Community Fair
Time: 10 a.m.
Where: Yucca Valley
Community Center Complex
57090 29 Palms Hwy
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7211

Abbacadabra
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Casino Morongo Resort
and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr.
Cabazon
For more info call
(800)252-4499

Pitbull
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo
Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr.
Cabazon
For more info call
(800)252-4499

Oasis Walk
Time: 2 p.m.
Where: Joshua Tree National
Park, Oasis Visitor Center
74485 National Park Drive
Twentynine Palms
For more info call 367-5521

MON. 5/26

MON. 5/26

MON. 5/26

MON. 5/26

Memorial Day Obser vance
Time: 11 a.m.
Where: Joshua Tree Memorial
Park
60121 29 Palms Hwy
Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-9210

Mafia Memorial Music
Festival
Time: 12 p.m.
Where: Joshua Tree
Memorial Park
60121 29 Palms Hwy
Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-9210

Memorial Day Flower Drop,
1,500 red and white carnations
will be dropped from a B-25
Time: 1-2 p.m.
Where: Palm Springs Air
Museum, 745 N. Gene Autry
Trail, Palm Springs
For more info call 778-6262

M C AG C C M e m o r i a l
Salute
Time: 12 p.m.
Where: CG’s Flag Pole
On Base

Casino

TUES. 5/27
Da y

Auditions for “Grease”
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Rd.
Twentynine Palms
For more info call 361-4151

Aerobics marathon shows off classes available to base personnel
LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marine Corps Community
Services Semper Fit hosted an
aerobics marathon May 14 at the
Community Center to showcase
the classes available to Marines,
sailors and their families.
The marathon ran from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., holding different classes every 45 minutes with 15
minute breaks between each
class.
Participants who stayed and
took part in all the classes
received recognition and a prize
for their hard work.
Classes included the bosu ball,
pilates, stability ball, abs workout, step and yoga.
“I have never done this
before,” said Valerie Aguirre, a

Harlingen, Texas, native, whose
husband, Staff Sgt. Heroides
Aguirre is with the Advisor
Training Group. “I normally do
more simple aerobics.
“I’m trying to start working
out again and this is like my kick
start,” Aguirre continued.
A table was also set up with
healthy foods like grapes,
oranges, bananas and bagels to
give participants something to
eat during a break.
Raffle tickets were passed
out at the beginning of each
class. The winner of each raffle
could choose from a table of
prizes. The prizes revolved
around exercising and staying
in shape. The prizes included
two pedometers, a Reebok
stayball kit, a Reebok core
strength kit, two nylon jump
ropes, a yoga block strap, two
roll up exercise mats and a balance ball.
As the classes began, the
instructors made sure the participants knew the workout technique before beginning to
ensure the best possible results
without injury.
“It’s good to find a different
way to exercise,” said Yvonne
Warfield, aerobics coordinator.
“Not everyone wants to go to
the gym and some people don’t
like to run.”
The classes showcased in the
marathon are offered every
week, along with other aerobics
classes.
Spinning, kickboxing, yoga

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Veronika Gibson, aerobics trainer, works out on the bosu ball during the aerobics marathon at the
Community Center May 14. Classes given at the marathon included the bosa ball, pilates, stability
ball, abs workout, step and yoga.

fusion, core strength, circuit
course and cardio yoga are also
offered every week.
“We have a new schedule
every month that is at the East
and West gym and the community center,” said Warfield, a
Northridge, Calif., native. “The
aerobics classes are open to all
authorized patrons.”

Treat yourself or someone you love to a Spa Day for
only $170!
LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

April Erhardt, aerobics instructor, leads a class on the bosu
ball during the aerobics
marathon at the Community
Center May 14. The marathon
showcased all the aerobics
classes available to base personnel.

Enjoy a De-stressing scalp, neck and back
massage; European Facial; Manicure, and
Pedicure with reflexology massage for your feet.

It’s All About You
Salon/Spa
Ask for Deborah Reilly

(760) 365-2165

Warfield continued to explain
that to participate in the classes
people only need to show up
before the classes begin.
“The classes are all different and hopefully appeal to
many different people,” said
Warfield.
Unit physical fitness is accessible to units wishing to participate

in an aerobics class.
“The unit can request any
kind of aerobics class that we
have to offer at a time that
might be better for the unit,”
said Warfield.
For more information
regarding the aerobics classes
please contact the Warfield at
830-3381.

Cinema 6
MOVIE TIMES
365-9633
www.cinema6theatre.com
ALL SHOWS
• ADULTS $8.00
BEFORE
• SENIORS $6.00
6:00 PM $6.00
• CHILDREN $6.00
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President Bush recognizes Combat Center spouse
LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

On May 6, President George W. Bush celebrated Military Spouse Appreciation Day by
commemorating military spouses that have
contributed their time and effort to their
country and the military by presenting to them
each a President’s Volunteer Service Award.
In 1984, former President Ronald Reagan
announced Military Spouse Day to be held the
Friday before Mother’s Day, to acknowledge
the spouses who play an essential role in the
nation’s military.
One Marine spouse being recognized, D.
Kaprece James, was presented the President’s
Call to Service Award, which is only given to
people who have volunteered 4,000 or more
hours throughout their life.
“I have volunteered since I was 7 years
old,” said James, a Conway, S.C., native. “If I
wasn’t out helping people I don’t know what I
would be doing.”
When her husband, 2nd Lt. Rodney James,
with 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, was
stationed aboard the Combat Center, James
immediately began volunteering at the
American Red Cross and worked her way up to
becoming the Key Volunteer Coordinator for
3/4’s Headquarters and Service Company.
During his speech, Bush mentioned how
James helped with more than 40 Red Cross
communications messages that have provided
deployed service members with notice or aid
in emergency situations.

“It was an honor,” said James about meeting
the President of the United States. “I was the
youngest to receive the award that day.”
James also founded the first year-round
Youth Leadership Program for the Combat
Center to help children learn professional
leadership and interviewing skills that will prepare them for their future.
James received a grant from the American
Red Cross for this program that will give children a chance to make and distribute more
than 500 disaster kits for enlisted service
members and their families.
“She helps spouses by keeping them
informed by letting them know what is available to them aboard the base,” said Staff Sgt.
Edward A. Little, 3/4’s family readiness officer. “If a spouse has a problem, she knows
where to direct them.”
Little, a Tucson, Ariz., native, continued by
saying how James puts all the family days
together and conducts KV meetings for the
volunteers.
In her free time, she volunteers as a
cheerleading coach for the children of the
Combat Center.
Her love of volunteering and helping people comes from her great grandmother, who
always taught her to get out in the world and
do something with her life, she said.
“She had to stop going to school to take
care of her family,” said James. “So she always
told me to go get an education and do something good with my life.”
James continues to serve her community,

MOTORCYCLE
RANGE OPEN

The new motorcycle range is
now in operation. Directions
are as follows: Take Del
Valle Rd. to Rifle Range Rd.
Turn right and proceed 1
1/2 miles. The new range
will be on your left hand side.
Follow the paved road. It will
lead you to the range. For
more information please call
the traffic safety program
manager at 830-6154.

RED CROSS YOUTH
LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM

COURTESY PHOTO

Kaprece James, American Red Cross volunteer from the Combat Center, stands in
front of the White House for the Military
Spouse Appreciation Day where President
George W. Bush commemorated one
spouse from every branch of the military
with the President’s Volunteer Service
Award May 6.

country and the Marine Corps by volunteering her time to helping those around the
Combat Center, and the Marines and sailors
currently deployed.

College graduates commended for hard work
LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The fifth annual Graduate
Recognition Ceremony commended 26 students from the onbase colleges who will be graduating during this school year at the
Protestant Chapel May 15.
Graduates attended on-base
institutions, Copper Mountain
College and National University,
as well as several other colleges
and universities from around the
United States through their distance learning programs.
The welcoming statement was
made by Jeff Fourier, the
Education Services Officer of the
Lifelong Learning Branch.
Fourier commented on the
dedication of the students and
the sacrifices they all had to make
to accomplish their dreams.
“It is always exciting to watch
people who are achieving their
goals,” said Fourier, a Newport,
Oregon, native. “They are plan-

ning for their future and the
future of their families.”
Brig. Gen. M. G. Spiese,
Combat Center’s commanding
general and keynote speaker for the
graduation ceremony, addressed
the students during the ceremony.
“Education is not something
you talk about,” said Spiese during
his speech. “It is what you do. You
need to be proud of yourselves, you
have done something many other
people have chosen not to do.”
Each student received an
award and was personally congratulated by the deans of the respected colleges, Spiese and Fourier.
Ebonee Sifuentes, a student
who received her associates’
degree in economics at CMC,
experienced many hardships and
difficulties while obtaining her
degree. Her hardships, having to
transfer from three different institutions, changing her major, dealing with her husband’s deployment, and taking care of her
twins on her own, didn’t stop her
from reaching her dreams.

HOT TOPICS

“I didn’t give up because it is
worth it,” said Sifuentes, a White
Settlement, Texas, native. “It is
indescribable.”
Another student, Staff Sgt.
Kirk Oestreich, an instructor for
Marine Corps CommunicationsElectronic School, was able to
overcome the difficulty of going
to college while working full time
as an active duty Marine by listening to his brother and mentors
throughout his college experience.
Oestreich, a Riverside, Calif.,
native, joined the Marine Corps
right after high school, he said. It
took most of his Marine Corps
career to realize education opens
doors of opportunities.
“When I got here to MCCES I
had a lot of powerful mentors,”
said Oestreich. “I started to understand what education was about.”
One of his biggest mentors
was his brother, Eric Oestreich,
who is currently a full time student at Southern Illinois
University, Riverside.
“He endured everything possi-

The American Red Cross is
in the process of developing
a Youth Leadership Program
and is looking for youth ages
12-18 to get involved. There
is an opportunity for three
particpants to travel to St.
Louis May 31 - June 1 to represent 29 Palms Red Cross
Club at the National Youth
Institute. For more information please call Kaprece
James at 830-8409.

KIDS PFT

The next Kids’ PFT will be
held June 1 from 2 p.m. - 4
p.m. at the Community
Center near the commissary.
Please register by sending
names of children and their
ages to kidspft29palms@
live.com or by calling the
Protestant Chapel at 8306464. See photos from first
event at http://kidspft29
palms.blogspot.com.

ASYMCA FREE
SUMMER CAMP

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Staff Sgt. Kirk Oestreich, Marine
Corps
CommunicationsElectronic School and Southern
Illinois University, Riverside Calif.,
graduate and student speaker,
talks about the importance of
earning an education during the
Graduate Recognition Ceremony
May 15 at the Protestant Chapel.

ble,” said Eric, a Riverside, Calif.,
native. “He overcame every
obstacle and challenge preventing
him from pursuing an education.”
Many of the students who will
be graduating during this school
year will be receiving a degree for
the first time in their lives.
“They’re fulfilling a dream,”
said Fourier. “They can now pursue careers they have always
dreamed of doing.”

Armed Services YMCA
Twentynine Palms will serve
the children of active duty
personnel by offering a FREE
week of summer camp June
21 – 28 at Camp Oakes, Big
Bear, Calif. Pick-up and dropoff will be at the ASYMCA
building 192. The deadline for
sign-up is June 13. This camping trip is for children of active
duty service members who
are 8 to 14 years old.
Registration will be limited to
the first 86 children – first
come, first serve. There are 56
slots for children between the
ages of 8-11 (28 slots for boys,
28 slots for girls). There are 30
slots for children between the
ages of 12-14 (15 slots for
boys, 15 slots for girls). The
registration form can be
attained at the ASYMCA
building and must be brought
by the parent or legal guardian
when submitting it to the
ASYMCA Twentynine Palms
office. Registration hours are
Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, please call the
ASYMCA office at 830-7481.
The campsite’s Web site is
w w w. c a m p o a k e s . o r g .
Chaperones are needed.
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Local Auto Glass Specialist

• In Shop Or Free Mobile Service
• Home Or Business
• Insurance Claims Welcome
• Rock Chip Repair
• The Auto Glass Experts
We come to you @ your convenience!
FREE
PHONE
QUOTES!

56530 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley
Mon. - Fri. 8-5 • Sat. by appt.

760-369-2122
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PMO is looking for a
few good civilians

Ladies duke it out on the football field

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON
LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Michelle Mills, a Marine Corps Police Academy cadet, takes
notes during a class on terrorism awareness during their third
week of training at building 1707 May 16.
LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

In an attempt to increase the military police force throughout
Marine Corps bases in the United
States, Headquarters Marine
Corps has given the go-ahead to
add civilian police officers to the
non-deployable military police
departments.
The civilian police officers
will help rotate military police
back to Iraq and Afghanistan
without leaving their department
low on manpower.
The Combat Center will add
nearly 70 civilian police officers
until fiscal year 2011. There will
be a 50 percent conversion to
civilian police officers by fiscal
year 2011, said 1st Lt. Kristopher
Knobel, deputy provost marshal.
Every civilian applying for a
police officer position must
complete the Marine Corps
Police Academy.
The first Marine Corps Police
Academy for the Combat
Center began May 5, where
three civilians and one Marine
began the training. The academy
will be reviewed with the help of
Master Gunnery Sgt. David
Gomez, provost sergeant, who
is enrolled in the academy to
become a civilian police officer
once he retires from the Marine
Corps. The reviews will ensure it
has everything needed to train
the cadets properly.
“There will be some growing
pains in the initial phases,” said
Maj. Pietro P. Scarselli, Combat
Center’s provost marshal. “We’re
going to work through those
pains and use our foresight as
best as possible and not let anything get in the way of our mission of hiring 20 employees this
year, and 15 employees per year
for the next two years.”
The fully integrated officers
will be civil service employees
under both the General Schedule
and National Security Personnel
System pay methods which gives
former Marines, family members
and community members who
meet all requirements the opportunity to be hired as a police offi-

cer for the base.
“Individuals can be hired
between the grades GS-5 and
GS-13 depending on the position,” said Rory Weston, hiring
coordinator for the Combat
Center’s program. “They are
going to be from the bottom all
the way to the top. They will be
fully integrated with the Marines.”
Before being admitted to the
academy, the candidates must
complete a physical fitness test,
pass a medical and physical exam
and pass a psychological test.
They must also have at least one
year of law enforcement or security experience.
The nine week course consists
of physical training three days a
week, and classes that cover
everything from the uniform
code of military justice to physical fitness and nutrition.
“The academy will instill military discipline in the civilian
police officers,” said Knobel. “We
will continue to hold all of PMO
at the highest level of discipline
even as the civilians begin transferring in.”
Upon completion of the
course, the officers will have all
the same duties as the Marines
working at PMO. To continue
their services they must pass a
physical fitness test twice a year.
The physical fitness test consists of a 300 meter sprint in 71
seconds, 25 sit-ups in 1 minute,
20 push-ups in 2 minutes, a
mile-and-a-half run in 16 minutes, and a dummy drag, where
the civilians must drag a 165pound dummy for 25 feet without stopping.
“In the end, even though it
may be somewhat painful to get
through the initial process of
having to get used to the new
partnership, it is going to be a
great program that will help us
and the community,” said
Scarselli. “PMO is a family and I
am excited to fully accept these
GS police as part of our family,
embrace them, and work together
to accomplish our mission.”
For more information visit
www.usmccle.com or contact
Weston at rory.weston.ctr@usmc
.mil.

The Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital powder puff football team pushes through the Marine
Corps Communication-Electronics School team at Felix Field May 13. The Naval Hospital
hosted the game as a fundraiser for the Corpsman Ball June 27. The Naval Hospital sold
popcorn, icees, and nachos and cheese.

EARN
YOUR
NEXT
STRIPE
You help defend our country. We'll help you build your future.
National University has been educating
the military since 1971 and offers relevant,
career-focused classes at military bases
throughout California.

With reduced tuition for classes
on base and online for military personnel
and dependents, National University

1.800.NAT.UNIV
The University of Values

makes it easy – and affordable –
™

to earn your degree.

www.nu.edu/military
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Montgomery Gentry ‘salutes’ the Combat Center
LANCE CPL. R. LOGAN
KYLE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

LANCE CPL. R. LOGAN KYLE

Troy Gentry, country music singer, performs for thousands of Marines,
sailors and family members during the Combat Center’s We Salute You
2008 event at Victory Field May 10.

Thousands of Marines, sailors
and their families gathered at the
Combat Center’s Victory Field
for the We Salute You 2008
event May 10, where country
music band Montgomery
Gentry blew the crowd away
with a ground-shaking performance.
The band played some of its
greatest hits like “Daddy Won’t
Sell the Farm,” and “Speed.”
They also played some of their
new songs like “Lucky Man,”
and tracks from the album
scheduled to hit stores June 10.

LANCE CPL. R. LOGAN KYLE

Troy Gentry and Eddie Montgomery perform for thousands of Marines, sailors and their families during
the We Salute You 2008 event at the Combat Center’s Victory Field May 10. Several activities were provided like rock climbing walls, bounce houses, a mechanical bull and a dunking booth. The Combat
Center’s Band performed before the concert, playing several patriotic songs including the Marines Hymn.
Several Combat Center Marines also demonstrated a reenactment of the Iwo Jima Memorial at the end
of the hymn.

We Salute You is an annual
Marine Corps Community
Services event which takes
place aboard the Combat
Center to thank Marines,
sailors and their family members for their dedicated service
to the military and the United
States.
The California Barbecue
Association provided free food
to the several thousand guests.
Children and teenagers with
the Tustin Young Marines
Program helped serve the barbecue.
There were several activities
for both children and adults to
participate in, including a rockclimbing wall, mechanical bull,
dunking booth, bounce houses
and a water slide to keep the
crowd occupied until the band
hit the stage at 8 p.m.
Kevyn Major Howard, a
photographer well-known for
his role as “Rafterman” in the
1984 movie “Full Metal
Jacket,” brought his 1963 and
1966 Chevy Nova Fueled by
the Fallen memorial cars that
list the names of every Marine
that has lost their life in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
As guests paid tribute to the
names on the cars of the
Fueled by the Fallen, Kelly Coe,
special events coordinator,
MCCS, had the honor of placing 1st Lt. Shaun Blue’s name
on one of the cars.
Blue, former member of
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, was killed during
combat operations in the Al
Anbar Province of Iraq
April 16, 2007, in support of
OIF.
“[Blue] was one of my best
friends and having the opportunity to put his name on the
car made me really happy,”
said Coe. “The Marine Corps
lost a true Marine when they
lost him.”
Howard said he plans to

make another car to remember
troops that died in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom
as well.
Before the concert, Brig.
Gen. M. G. Spiese, base commanding general, met with the
band backstage and presented
them a Combat Center coin
and, surprisingly, received a
Montgomery Gentry coin in
return.
The Combat Center band
also performed before the concert and concluded with the
Marines Hymn. During the
Marines Hymn, a reenactment
of the Iwo Jima Memorial was
performed by Combat Center
Marines.
Just
before
Eddie
Montgomery and Troy
Gentry went on stage, they
commented on their excitement and anticipation to play
for the audience.
“It’s an honor and a pleasure
to be around America’s finest,”
said Gentry, a Lexington, Ky.,
native. “I can’t wait to play for
all these guys that risk everything for our country.”
All the lights went out on
Victory Field and the crowd
knew their wait was over. The
band began playing behind a
curtain as the crowd erupted in
cheer and only got louder when
it finally dropped.
When the band played their
last song after nearly two hours
of performing, the audience
demanded an encore.
Montgomery Gentry gladly
obliged and played two more
songs to finish out the night.
As the crowd dispersed and
headed for the exits, smiles
filled their faces.
“The concert was awesome,” said Lance Cpl. Tim
Benoit, range control operator,
BEARMAT
Range
Control Unit. “I can’t remember the last time I had this
much fun.”
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PARK from, A1
done for the Marine Corps.”
The history pillars will surround
an 18-foot granite center where
visitors can view a map of the base
in relation to California. The walkway will be surrounded by palm
trees and rolling terrain to provide
sense of privacy to visitors.
Construction for the memorial

walkway is slated to begin this
month and is scheduled to be
completed by November, said
Marc Dell’Ario, project manager
of Roy Mohammad Associates
Land Construction.
The enjoyment area will
include grills, picnic tables and
benches. Artificial grass will be
laid down to provide a park-like
environment, and canopies will

be placed over a few of the picnic
tables to provide families shade
from the sun. A stage will be built
to give base personnel a chance to
hold staged events.
“Our goal is to give them a
destination for outdoor activities,” said Spiese. “I want to give
them a place to play and gather.”
The street hockey rink and
skateboard park will give enthusi-

asts a place to practice and play
without having to worry about
cars or obstacles.
Dog owners can socialize their
pet by taking them to either a
small or large dog park. The two
parks will keep dogs segregated
by size. The dog parks will have
agility courses to give the dogs
some exercise.
The children’s outdoor water

spray park will give children a
chance to play outside without a
parent having to worry about heat
exhaustion and sunburn during
the hotter months, said Lehman.
Heritage Park is being constructed to provide the Combat
Center community a fun place to
relax and hang out with friends and
family. Read the Observation Post
for updates on the park’s progress.

HERITAGE PARK CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT AREA
A EXISTING TENNIS

COURTS
B EXISTING DINOSAUR
PARK
C NEW CHILDREN’S
WATER-SPRAY GROUND
PARK; INCLUDING TWO
SPRAY AREAS. ESTIMATED OPENING EARLY
SUMMER OF 09.

D NEW HERITAGE

E NEW HERITAGE MEMORIAL

MEMORIAL PARK. A
MEMORIAL FOR
UNITS WHO SERVED
AT MCAGCC OVER
THE LAST DECADES;
BEGINNING IN 1940’S.
ESTIMATED OPENING LATE WINTER 08.

OUTDOOR PLAZA. A REST
AND RELAX AREA FOR SINGLE AND MARRIED MARINE
FAMILIES INCLUDING FIRE
PIT AND SEE THROUGH
AREA FIREPLACES/BARBEQUES AND ARTIFICIAL
GRASS AREA ALONG WITH
TWO DOG PARKS.

F REFURBISHED AREA FOR

OUTDOOR HOCKEY RINK.
ESTIMATED OPENING SUMMER 08.
G NEW SKATEBOARD AREA.
ESTIMATED OPENING LATE
SUMMER/EARLY FALL 08.
H EXISTING VICTORY FIELD.

Bourke Ave.

5th Street

Bourke Ave.

Plan 1B 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1284 Sq. Ft., Two-Car
Garage. Starting at $209,990

Plan 3B 3 bedroom, 3 bath, (Loft guest suite) 1840
Sq. Ft., Two-Car Garage, Family Room. Starting at
$253,990

800 760-8840
(760) 369-5050
Prices Start at $199,990
Plan 2B 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1467 Sq. Ft., Two-Car
Garage, Kitchen with Nook. Starting at $229,990

STANDARD FEATURES
• Single-Lever faucets
• GE Deluxe Gas Range with
Glass Door, Clock and Timer
• GE Microwave Vent Hood
• GE Potscrubber Dishwasher
• High-Efficeincy (13 Seer) AirConditioner
• Fireplace

• Solid-Surface Kitchen Counters
• Concrete tile Roofs
• Vinyl Dual-Glazed Windows
• Oversized Two-Car Garage with
a Roll-Up Garage Door and
Automatic Opener
• 9 Ft. Exterior Walls with Volume
Ceilings in Living Areas

Luxury Gated 55
Community in Yucca Valley
Low HOA’s
You Own the Land
“No Better Place to Retire”
Models located directly behind
Auto Zone, on Palm

CLUB HOUSE

Pool - Spa - Billiard Room - Gym
Meeting Room
RV Parking Available
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A helping hand; 3rd CEB aids in turning Quality NCOs wanted for
school over to Baghdadi children
Counterintelligence
CPL. SHAWN COOLMAN
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 5

BAGHDADI, Iraq — A
schoolhouse once used as an

Iraqi Army headquarters here
is now being transformed
back into a school house for
the local children.
May 2 marked the begin-

CPL. SHAWN COOLMAN

Marines with Support Platoon, 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion,
Regimental Combat Team 5, move an old guard post used by
Iraqi Army in Baghdadi, May 4. The Marines are demilitarizing a
schoolhouse which the IA now occupy and are building a new
traffic control point across the street. The schoolhouse is scheduled to be complete in August, one month prior to the beginning
of the new school year.

ning of the demilitarization
process of the school along
with the ground-breaking for
a new traffic control point
headquarters buildings directly across the street from the
existing schoolhouse. The
new traffic control point will
allow the IA to continue to
provide security to the
Baghdadi area and give the
school back to the children.
Support
Platoon,
3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion,
Regimental Combat Team 5,
worked around the clock over
the past few days to complete
the extensive mission of building the TCP.
Even though the Marines are
putting in exhausting hours to
complete their objectives here,
they have high hopes for the

See 3RD CEB, A10

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J.
NOLA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Marine Corps is currently
seeking out intelligent, motivated, and ambitious first-term
corporals and sergeants for lateral moves into the 0211 field,
counterintelligence/human
intelligence (CI/HUMINT)
specialist military occupational
specialty.
“We are currently looking
for motivated Marines that
have initiative, can think on
their feet and work with limited
supervision on their own,” said
Staff Sgt. Caleb D. King,
CI/HUMINT specialist.
CI/HUMINT specialist is a
new MOS in the intelligence field
which combines counterintelligence specialist and interrogatortranslator.
The two fields were first combined in 1998 and the resulting
0211 MOS has been in high
demand ever since.
“To fill our numbers has
always been a challenge for us,”
said King. “We’re in real high
demand [in Iraq] and everywhere else.”
There are two primary missions that CI/HUMINT Marines
conduct for the Marine Corps.
“First, we are responsible for
detecting, locating and neutralizing
threats to coalition forces from
terrorism, espionage, sabotage,
and subversion (TESS),” said Staff
Sgt.
Lucas
A.
Helms,
CI/HUMINT specialist. “Second,
every CI/HUMINT Marine is
responsible for collecting information from human sources in order
to provide timely information
regarding the battle space to their
supported command.”
According to the 1st
CI/HUMINT Company, 1st

Intelligence Battalion Web site,
CI/HUMINT Marines accomplish this mission by collecting
tactical information, analyzing
intelligence, translating documents, conducting interrogations
and strategic briefings, as well as
producing finished intelligence
products on TESS.
To earn the title of
CI/HUMINT Marine applicants
must first attend the Marine Air
Ground Task Force Counterintelligence Specialist Course,
Navy Marine Corps Intelligence
Training Center in Dam Neck, Va.
King said the 90-day course is
broken down into several phases
of formal training in such subjects as basic intelligence, surveillance, report writing, briefing and
tactical communications.
“The first several weeks will
focus on how the intelligence
community functions, and how
Marine Corps CI/HUMINT fits
into the big picture,” said Helms.
“The following weeks will focus
on developing the skills necessary
to be successful in the
CI/HUMINT field.”
King also said the course’s
practical applications and continuous evaluations will allow
CI/HUMINT candidates to
develop the confidence and
knowledge necessary to conduct
CI/HUMINT operations.
“The school culminates with
a lengthy final exercise, which
will test the Marines on all
aspects of the course’s curriculum,” said Helms.
King said in addition to basic
training, CI/HUMINT Marines
can expect to take part in additional specialized training.
Examples of additional training
include foreign language training
at the Defense Language Institute,

See CI/HUMINT, A11

COURTESY PHOTO

Counterintelligence / Human intelligence Marines are tactically
proficient in combat arms-related skills as they are required to
operate proficiently while integrated with the infantry.

STORAGE
WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time
Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

•
•
•
•

Ground Level Units
Controlled Gate Access
Large Moving Truck Friendly
Month-to-Month Rentals

367-2510
5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

SPECIAL MILITARY
PRICING ON ALL
UNITS!

TLAS
A
A
SELF STORAGE
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A busy week of golf swings
through Combat Center
LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J.
NOLA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Golfers from throughout the
Twentynine Palms, Calif., area took
to the greens and fairways of the
Combat Center’s Desert Winds
Golf Course last week as both the
intramural and commanding general’s golf tournaments took place
May 12 thorough May 16.
The intramural golf tournament kicked off May 12 with two
teams from the Marine Corps
Communication–Electronics
School, three teams from
Headquarters Battalion, and one
team from Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle Squadron 1, competing
for first place.
The MCCES A team came
won the event after four days of
competitive play and were
crowned champions May 15.
The Provost Marshal’s Office
put together a strong effort and
finished second.
Individual awards went to
Graham Murdock, MCCES A,
and Mark Carrington, HQBN 1,
who claimed first and second
place in the low individual score
competition. Murdock won with
a score of 303, and Carrington
with a score of 324 claimed second place after beating out Carl
Levering on the second hole of a
sudden death playoff.
Carrington and with Samuel
Paulk from MCCES A, each won
one of the tournaments two closest to the pin competitions.
The Commanding General’s
Golf Tournament kicked off
bright and early May 16 with 36

four-man teams competing in the
18-hole scramble.
Tim Connolly, assistant operations manager at the Desert
Winds Golf Course, said in a
scramble each player tees off on
each hole. The best tee shot is
then decided on and all players
play their second from that spot.
This format continues until a ball
is holed. The team with the lowest
score after 18 holes of golf wins.
Participants in this year’s tournament were treated to range balls,
a continental breakfast and steak
lunch, beverages and raffle prizes.
In addition to the scramble,
golfers competed in putting,
longest drive and closest to the
pin contests.
The Bud Girls were on hand
for photos after the 18th hole and
prizes awarded to contest winners
included club sets, drivers, and
USMC embroidered golf bags.
The tournament was won late

in the afternoon by Team 6A
which featured George Schadegg,
sport specialist at the Combat
Center, and Carrington.
All in all, Connolly said he
believed the tournament was a
success and all those who participated or were in attendance had
the opportunity to relax and have
a good time.
“It’s been very good,” said
Connolly a Twentynine Palms
native. “Great weather, a great
showing, and the weather was
excellent.”
After completing the last hole
of the Commanding General’s
Golf Tournament, first time participant Jonathan Lazzeroni,
summed up the week with a beer
and a smile.
“It was awesome,” said
Lazzeroni, a native of San Jose,
Calif. “I’m having a blast. I’m
here with my father and it’s Friday,
so it doesn’t get better than this.”

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Brig. Gen. M.G. Spiese, Combat Center commanding general,
chips his way onto the green on the final hole.

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Laura Ellsworth chips onto the green during the Commanding
General’s Golf Tournament at the Combat Center’s Desert Winds
Golf Course May 16.

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Marion G. Villescas drives
down the middle of the fairway
at the Combat Center’s Desert
Winds Golf Course May 16.
Villescas, a native of Calexico,
Calif., was taking part in the
Commanding General’s Golf
Tournament hosted by Marine
Corps Community Services.

SOLUTIONS
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GEICO Property Agency. Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Military discounts
not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. U Government Employees Insurance Co. U GEICO General Insurance Co. U GEICO Indemnity Co. U GEICO
Casualty Co. U These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO auto insurance is not available in Mass.
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“It’s pretty cool,” said Sgt.
Andy M. Rogers, tank crewman, as he cradled his daughter
Dixie Joe.
Rogers said he had big plans
for the two of them, but for
the time being he was content
shielding Dixie Joe from the
slight breeze as she slept in his

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

Service Times:
Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

(760) 361-2450
4751 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms, Ca. 92277
spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

3RD CEB, from A8

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Sgt. Andy M. Rogers, tank
crewman, Charlie Company,
1st Tank Battalion, holds his
daughter Dixie Joe for the first
time May 14 at Victory Field.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

29 PALMS SDA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Our Mission ~
To provide a superior educational
environment for students in grades
K-8. An education that is based on
the principles of Biblical Christianity
for the whole person; spiritually,
mentally, and physically.

•Small and intimate classroom setting
•On site music program
Telephone: 760-367-7369 • 760-367-2376

Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

ary
Milcitome!
Wel

• Nursery Care Available
• DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 10
• Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12
57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284
(Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

760-365-9731

Basin Wide
Opportunities for
Praise!

JOIN US IN
WORSHIP
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST Skyview Chapel

This Week’s Spotlight Church

SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM Church of God
Worship Service
WEDNESDAY MEETING... 7 PM
A.M & 6:30 P.M.
READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 12-3 PM 10:30
Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.
(Except Holidays)
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree

56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185
Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119

Church of Christ

Unity Church of Morongo Basin

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am 1:30 pm

Join us for Worship & Celebration
*New Location*
Desert Dome
5420 Border Ave., J.T.

Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

Wed. Bible Study 5pm
7021 Airway, Yucca Valley • 365-9215

St. Joseph of Arimathea

Episcopal Church

Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671

The United Methodist Church
Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
Worship 10:30 AM (Child Care Available)

Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM
Ready for a change?
Check out

Good Shepherd
Lutheran
Church
(Missouri Synod)
WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

760-366-4840

WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

Yucca Valley Church
of Religious Science

59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548
Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

Good Shepherd
Lutheran
Church
(Missouri Synod)
WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM
WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN
59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548
Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and
Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree

366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

Morning Service 10:00 am
Children’s Church during AM Service
Nursery provided

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Call for free van ride
Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Children’s Bible School - Rides Available
Visitors Welcome
Sunday Concert Series • Call for info
29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

United Methodist Church
of Twentynine Palms
6250 Mesquite Springs Road
Phone: 367-7338
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
“open hearts, open minds, open doors”

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church JESUS
Calvary Chapel Fellowship
56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley • 365-6331

Worship Service 10:00 A.M.
Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

6:00 pm Evening Service

367-7812

56248 Buena Vista, 365-7819
www.yvnazarene.com

www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)
Sunday Bible Study
10 :00AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Worship 5:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study
6:00PM
367-9400 FREE CHURCH RIDES

(Child Care Provided)

Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph

First Southern
Baptist Church

call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

Sun. Worship 10:45am • 6:00pm
Sun. Bible Study 9:30am
1 st. Wed. Potluck 6:00pm
Wed. Bible Study 7:00pm

Website: JHOPCC. ORG

6088 Sunset Road JT (760) 366-9211

6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm

OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH YuccaValley Church of the Nazarene Calvary Christian
9:45 am Morning Worship
6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms
Fellowship
8:30 am Sunday School (All ages)
Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am

29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIST

WELCOMES YOU!

Pastor Beth Glass

Service Times

Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
Worship with a coffee house atmosphere
Sundays 10:30 a.m.

29 Palms Church of the Nazarene
72603 Juanita Drive • 367-7025

Church Service - 10:30 AM
Childrens Church - 10:40 AM

Lives & Building Dreams
Just the Best place to get Married Healing
Reverend Ron Scott
Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM
Father Ian Hanley
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
Sunday School, Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
365-2205
Onaga at Church St., Y.V. 365-7133
yvcrs.org

Rob D. Watkins
Pastor

local residents’ future.
“It’s going to give the IA a
better chance to watch over the
community and to ensure that
the children have a safer environment,” said Sgt. Jay. S.
Calles, 23, a motor transportation operator attached to 3rd
CEB.
“This (project) will let the
children concentrate on their
education instead of everything else that is going on in the
country,” said Calles, who is
from Rancho Santa Margarita,
Calif.
The schoolhouse is scheduled to be complete in August,
one month prior to the beginning of the new school year
here.
The Marines have been aiding the Iraqi people in improving the area for some time now.
“It gives me a good feeling
that kids can start going back to
school in the schoolhouse and
the IA are moving across the
street to the new TCP,” said
Cpl. Luis A. Alvarez, 22, a
motor transportation operator,
3rd CEB, who is from Fajardo,
Puerto Rico.
A growing and persistent
friendship is apparent between
the residents of Baghdadi and
the Coalition forces that inhabit the area around them.
“We want to show the
Baghdadi residents how much
the Marine Corps cares and
how much they take care of the
Iraqi people,” said Alvarez.

Tye Bridges - Pastor

Services Times: Sun 9:30am • Wed 7:00pm
3133 Balsa, Yucca Mesa Community Center

Ph: 760.364.1990
E-mail: tbridges@verizon.net

Assembly of God
Church
Pastor Frank Ferrandini
Sunday School 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm
Wed. Service 7:00 pm
73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
Sunday Bible Study After Service
We’re Here for Everyone
Phone (760) 367-7133
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

www.stmartinschurch29.org

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
365-4014
SUNDAY

Bible School...................9:30am
Worship........................10:45am

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study..........................7pm
Sage

★
Pioneer Town

Cholla
HWY 62

phone calls, and once I heard
his voice I was happy all day.”
Two highlights from the
evening of May 13 were the
introductions of two Marines to
their children, whom they had
never met before.

arms.
After most of the Marines
and sailors of
Charlie
Company left Victory Field
with their friends and families,
Cpl. Wenceslao Martinez, Tank
repairman, was just getting to
know his son Dominic Wen
Martinez as they sat together at
Victory Field’s picnic area.
“It’s very overwhelming,”
said Teresa Ibanez, Martinez’s
wife. “It’s also very exciting too
because he just met the baby.”
After enjoying some well
deserved time off with their
families, the Marines and
sailors of Charlie Company will
continue to train and prepare
for their next deployment.

Buena Vista

TANKS, from A1

Wonder Valley
Community Church
82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
Office: 367-0279
Bible studies: 9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
Worship: 5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday
Pastor: Rex Shaver
Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
Pastor Raymond Butcher
Sunday Services
Sunday School 9:15am Morning Worship 10:30am
Evening Service 6:00pm
Wednesday Services
Prayer/Bible study 6:30pm
Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30pm
**Childcare available**
www.fbc29.org

6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA • 760 367-7561

JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!
7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available
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CI/HUMINT, from A8
Foreign Language Center, United States
Army Garrison, Presidio of Monterey, Calif.,
U.S. Army Airborne School, Fort Benning,
Ga., and Survival Evasion Resistance and
Escape training at either Naval Air Station
Brunswick, Maine., or at Navy Remote
Training Site, Warner Springs, Calif.
“A Marine assigned to support an
infantry battalion will probably spend
more time in courses designed to further
develop their tactical skills, for example
shooting packages, tactical driving courses,
etc.,” said Helms.
Helms also said Marines not looking forward to deployments should not consider
the CI/HUMINT MOS.
“Currently, CI/HUMINT Marines stationed at Camp Pendleton with 1st
CI/HUMINT Company spend approximately eight to nine months out of the year
either deployed, or in a [temporarily assigned
duty] status,” said Helms.
Despite what many Marines may think,
lateral moves into the CI/HUMINT MOS
are not intended for grunts only.
“We want Marines with combat deployments, but we have Marines from every
MOS,” said King.
While Marines for all MOS fields are
encouraged to apply, applicants should be
proficient in infantry knowledge.
“If not already tactically proficient in
combat arms-related skills, applicants are
expected to learn basic squad tactics as they
will be required to operate proficiently
while integrated with the infantry as a member of a HUMINT Exploitation Team
(HET),” said Helms.
There are no formal physical criteria for
CI/HUMINT applicants. However, candi-

dates are expected to be in excellent physical
condition.
“Marines should run at minimum a 1st
class [physical fitness test],” said Helms.
“When attached to an infantry unit,
CI/HUMINT Marines will be expected
to carry their own load, and keep up with
the rest of the unit throughout their
operations.”
Those Marines considering a lateral moving in the CI/HUMINT MOS can look forward to an exciting new career in the Marine
Corps, and becoming more marketable to
civilian employers.
“CI/HUMINT
Marines
become
extremely proficient in interviewing, report
writing, briefing, and develop confident, outgoing personalities,” said Helms.
In addition to learning job skills,
CI/HUMINT Marines work with intelligence assets from many different government agencies as well civilian contractors.
“Either way you want to go, it’s a good
career path,” said King.
Marines interested in lat moving to the
CI/HUMINT MOS should contact 1st
Intelligence Battalion, Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton, Calif., Bldg. 1441 at (760)
725-6227 / 6872 / 6278.
After a mandatory phone interview, possible applicants will have their information
passed onto the Combat Center’s
CI/HUMINT recruiter.
Once contacted by the CI/HUMINT
recruiter Marines can fill out all remaining
paper work at the Combat Center, and will
only travel to Camp Pendleton for the necessary boards.
For more information about the
CI/HUMINT field visit http://www.i-mef
.usmc.mil/mhg/intelbn/ci.asp

Faith Lessons During Lunch
A DVD series titled “Faith Lessons” on the Promised Land Crossroads of the
World 1 will be played every Thursday from 12 to 1 p.m. in building 1651. If you
have any questions, please call 830-6187.
Roman Catholic Services
Lay-Led Independent Baptist
Service Christ Chapel
Immaculate Hear t of Mar y Chapel
Sun 11 a.m. Worship
Sun 7:30 a.m. Rosary
Lay-Led Gospel Service
Sun 8 a.m. Catholic Mass*
Christ Chapel
Sun 9 a.m Military Council of Catholic
Sun 12:30 p.m. Worship
Women (Bldg 1551)
Midweek Events
Sun 9 a.m. Faith
Formation/CCD (Bldg 1551)
Sun 9:15 a.m. Confessions+
Monday
Sun 10 a.m. Rosary
Immaculate Hear t of Mar y Chapel
Sun 10:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic Mass
Sun 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the
Word
Tuesday
Sun 4 p.m. Choir Practice
Immaculate Hear t of Mar y Chapel
Sun 4 p.m. Life Teen/Youth Grp.
5-7:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting
Sun 4:30 p.m. Rosary
(2nd Tues. of the month)
Sun 5 p.m. Catholic Mass
6 p.m. Baptism Class 1st Tuesday each
Sun 6 p.m. Cyrus Young Adult Group
Month
age 18-35, married or single
(3rd Sunday of the month)
Wednesday
Fri 12:15 – 4:30 p.m.
Village Center
Exposition/ Adoration
11:30 a.m. Prayer Meeting in the Prayer
Most Blessed Sacrament (1st Friday
Room contact Chaplain Flint 830-6187
Each Month)
6 p.m. RCIA, building 1551
Holy Days of Obligation Masses
Christ Chapel
12:30 p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary
5:30 p.m. Catholic Choir Rehearsal
Chapel
6 p.m. Praise & Worship Rehearsal
Non-denominational Christian
6 p.m. Pre-Service Food/ Fellowship
Service
7 p.m. Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study
7 p.m. Praise & Worship Service.
Christ Chapel
Sun 8 a.m. Sunday School*
1st Thursday each month
Sun 9 a.m. Worship*
7
p.m. Knights of Columbus
Wed 7 p.m. Praise & Worship*
Legend
Wed. Bible Study: 7 p.m.
*Indicates Child Care Provided
Protestant Liturgical Service
+Appointments can be made for
Christ Chapel
Confessions, call
Sun 11 a.m. Worship
830-6456 or 830-6646

Employee Spotlight

To become a CI/HUMINT Marine, you must meet the following criteria:

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

a. Be a corporal - staff sergeant (lance corporals will be considered on a
case-by-case basis).
b. Possess a GCT of 110 or above.
c. Be a U.S. citizen.
d. Have a good performance record.
e. Be eligible for a Top Secret/SCI clearance.
f. Be willing to take the Defense Language Aptitude Battery (DLAB) and
Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT) if you already have foreign
language skill.
g. Must re-enlist or extend to have 3 years obligated service upon completion
of the 14 week MAGTF CI/HUMINT Basic Course.
h. Be male and at least 21 years old upon attendance at the CI/HUMINT Basic
Course.
Additionally, each applicant must undergo a screening board composed of
active duty CI/HUMINT Marines. The purpose of the board is to evaluate the applicants suitability for the 0211 MOS (the board is require by MCO 3850.1J). Upon recommendation by the screening board, further coordination for re-enlistment and lateral move is conducted with the applicant’s career retention specialist.

Emplo yee: Debra J. Sullivan
Employer : Marine Corps Community
Services
Title: Administrative Support Assistant
Job Duties: Administrative paperwork, purchase orders, field reservations, temporary
assigned duty orders for all Combat Center
Marines participating on All-Marine sports
teams.
Hometown: Clifton, Ariz.
Hobbies: Softball and sports in general.
What do you like most about your job: Being able to interact with the
teams and athletes.
Significant achievements since coming to MCAGCC: Selected as the
manager of the All-Marine women’s softball team by Headquarters
Marine Corps.
Militar y ser vice: None.
Time on base: One year.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AUTOMOTIVE
2001 XLH 883 HARLEY
DAVIDSON 6,400 miles.
Lots of extras. $4,500. Day
830-6958 Evening 760-3693019. 5/21/08
2005 37BHSS 37' Forest
River Salem Travel Trailer.
Only used once. 2 Bedrooms! Must See! ($18,500)
760-217-1314. 5/21/08
2004 JEEP WRANGLER X
SPRT 6 Cyl, 4 ltr, 5 spd,
4WD, hardtop (soft available)
new tires, no accidents, 53K,
Great shape. All maintenance
records. Kelly blue book,
$14,600-15,500. Asking 14K.
(559) 904-7326 5/14/08
The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednesday, the week prior to publication.
Trader Ad Forms are available
at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

2002 FLSTC HARLEYDAVIDSON® Heritage Softail
Classic, luxury blue with
stripe, under 4,400 miles.
Accessories
included,
excellent condition. $14k Call
221-8831 5/14/08
2007 SUZUKI 90 ATV/QUAD
brand new only used three
time less than 10 hours,
garaged, very well maintained, ridden by daughter,
green sticker up to date
($1500) 285-1603. 5/7/08

1964 CHEVY TRUCK. 400
small block, 700R4 trans.
Edlebrock intake, carb, headers, flowmaster exhaust.
Less than 10K miles on
rebuilt eng/trans setup.
$6,500. Call Tom. (240) 2560545. 5/7/08
2006 YA M A H A 1 2 5 TTR
MOTORCYCLE
almost
brand new, garaged, very
well maintained, ridden by
daughter, green sticker up
to date ($1200) 285-1603
5/7/08

2007
POLARIS
500
SPOR T S M A N E F I 4 X 4
green (ATV/quad) less than
50 hours/low miles, garaged,
very well maintained, green
sticker up to date, ridden by
wife
($5000)
285-1603
5/7/08
MISC.

ATV 50CC KAZUMA 2005
$400 OBO Call Chris at
(760) 362-5293 5/7/08

2004 HONDA 70 MOTOR CYCLE low hours/miles,
garaged very well maintained, green sticker up to
date ($1000) 285-1603.
5/7/08

FEMALE
R OOMMATE
WANTED to share new 3
bedroom home with w/d
close to Joshua Tree Nat’l
Park. Available June 1.
$575/month.
Security
deposit $750. (406) 3709736. 5/21/08

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address. If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.
The limitations for ads are:
there is a 15-word limit, limit
of two ads per household and
the Trader may be used only

for noncommercial classified
ads containing items of personal property offered by and
for individuals authorized to
use this service. Such ads
must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.

NINTENDO

WII

chucks,

controllers,

2

numb

sports game. $210 OBO. A
savings of over $75. Call
Kris 880-6224 5/14/08

JOSHUA SPRINGS SCHOOL
UNIFORMS.
Approx 12
medium (10-12) collared
shirts, and several size 8
trousers. Some never worn.
Make offer. Call Tom. (240)
256-0545. 5/7/08

A B S O L U T E LY
ADORABLE
PITBULL/GERMAN
S H E P E R D MIX. First set of
shots, 8 weeks old $350.
Contact Brittany 368-1275

SCHWINN ORANGE COUNTY CHOPPERS STING-RAY
BIKES (2) 20 inch (1 red, 1
blue) (1) 16 inc red $75 each
or OBO Call Chris at (760)
362-5293 5/7/08

5/7/08

(760) 361-1209. 5/7/08

2 GOLDEN RETRIEVERS.
Free to good home: 3 yrs
old
each.
Registered,
neutered. Never been apart,
love kids! Call (760) 2851603 5/7/08

Ads for housing rentals will
n o t b e c o n s i d e r ed f o r t h e
Comba t Center Trader.
To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Center Trader is not used for commercial real estate endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

SCHWINN

STATIONARY

EXERCISE BIKE, like new,
hardly used. $150 OBO.
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MCAGCC Varsity Softball Team on deck to face another season
LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

While many Marines were just waking up or
starting physical training, members and
prospective members of the Combat Center’s
varsity softball team commenced another
early morning practice May 13 at Felix Field.
The varsity softball team is composed of
male Marines who travel the West Coast to
play competitively in the Marine Corps’
West Coast varsity league.
They also participate in civilian tournaments and draw the best players from the
Commanding General’s Intramural Softball
League.
“The varsity traveling softball team is
the best of the best that the base has to
offer from all the units aboard the base,”
said T.C. Gray, varsity head coach and
native of Jacksonville, Ala.
Gray said as part of the varsity league
the team competes against Marine Corps
Air Station, Yuma, Ariz., Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., and Marine
Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif.
The team also faces Marine Corps Base
Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, and Marine
Corps Logistics Base, Barstow, Calif., when
they compete for gold at The West Coast
Regional Championship.
“Our goal is to be the Men’s 2008 West
Coast
Regional’s
Softball
Team

Champions,” said Gray.
Gray is finalizing his roster by holding tryouts during early morning practices every
Tuesday and Thursday at Felix Field, and the
early hours serve as a way to test player’s
commitment to the team, he said.
William Beyer, an outfielder hoping to
make Gray’s final roster, said it was the love
of the game that drew him to tryouts.
“I love playing ball,” said Beyer, a native
of Schoolcraft, Mich., “[The varsity softball
team] is a good way to keep playing.”
Gray said he felt good about this year’s
roster and other bases are making a big mistake by looking over this year’s team.
Ray Wren, the varsity assistant coach and
Abilene, Texas, native said the there are many
young players in the lineup this season, but
many of older players have ability to bring
the younger ones into the fold.
“We got a good core of veterans on the
team that can help the young ones come
along,” said Wren, who has baseball experience at both the high school and collegiate
levels. “We have a chance of having a good
season if we put it all together each game.”
Daniel Sullivan, an outfielder and from
Columbus, Ohio, said the biggest challenge
for the younger players will be getting used
to the high level of play.
“They’ve got to get used to adjusting to
the level of play, but they’ll be alright
because there is a ton of talent on this

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Ray Wren, assistant coach of the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Softball
Team, hits fly balls to his outfielders during the teams practice at the Combat Center’s
Felix Field May 13. Wren, a native of Abilene, TX., who played baseball at both the
high school and collegiate level said the team’s strength is it’s defensive solidarity.

team,” said Sullivan. “They just gotta get
confidence playing at that level.”
Those players who had already secured a
spot on the final roster shared the opinion
that they are strong defensively but need to
be more productive at the plate.
“If we hit the ball we’re going to be dangerous,” said Joshua P. Zeagler, rookie
infielder from West Monroe, La.
Sullivan, a veteran varsity player, seemed
confident the team’s plate production will
come around and player’s defensive capabilities will help lead them through the early
stages of the season.
“This team is very, very solid defensively,”
said Sullivan. “All the fundamental stuff they
do solidly and our defense will keep us in
games until our bats come around.”
All in all it looks like fans of competitive
softball are in for another exciting season of
competitive softball. Throws to first base
are crisp, communication is locked on, and
the team that finished second in league play
looks ready to improve on last year’s 12-8
record and claim a championship when the
they travel to Camp Pendleton for this years
regionals.
“We’ll be good,” said Joseph B. Cavins,
right fielder and Newport, Mich., native.
“It’s starting to all gel together now.”
For more information about Combat
Center’s softball programs please contact
the sports office at 830-6857.
Monday’s scores
AAV’s #1 25 - MWSS-374 15
AAV’s #2 17 - Medical 13
MTU 27 - MCTOG 10
AAV’s #3 19 - 3rd LAR 4
1/7 28 - MCCES #2 15
AAV’s #3 23 - AAV’s #2 11
Tuesdays’s scores
CLB-7 47 - AAV’s #1 8
PMO 18 - 3rd LAR 0
3/11 20 - AAV’s #3 1
AAV’s #2 11 - Mojave Viper 4
MCCES #1 20 - Tanks 10
TTECG 19 - MCCES #3 1
Wednesday’s scores
MTU 14 - G-6 3
1/7 17 - VMU 3
3/11 14 - Tanks 2
MCCES #2 8 - Medical 4
CLB-7 30 - 3rd LAR 1
Thursday’s scores
PMO 23 - 1/7 20
ESD 18 - AAV’s #2 8
CMA 5 - Mojave Viper 2
CLB-7 11 - 3/11 4
HQBN 13 - MCCES #3 8
MCCES #2 21 - MCTOG 11

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Tyrone C. Gray, head coach of the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center Softball Team, hits ground
balls to his infielders during the
teams practice at the Combat
Center’s Felix Field May 13. Gray, a
native of Jacksonville, Ala., is still
finalizing his team’s roster for upcoming competitions.

Softball scores and standings
TEAMS
1. MCCES #1
2. CLB-7
3. 1/7
4. PMO
5. 3/11
6. TTECG
7. ESD
8. AAV’s #1
9. TANKS
10. AAV’s #2
11. MCCES #2
12 MOJAVE VIPER
13. MTU
14. CMA
15. AAV’s #3
16. VMU
17.HQBN GAMECOCKS
18. MCTOG
19. MCCES #3
20. MEDICAL
21. G-6
22. MWSS-374
23. 3RD LAR

WINS
9
8
8
7
6
6
6
4
5
5
5
4
4
3
3
3
2
1
1
1
1
0
0

LOSSES
0
0
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
3
3
5
6
6
8
8
8
6
9

