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3/8 completes new
Afghanistan-specific
Mojave Viper
LANCE CPL. COREY A. BLODGETT
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

4

Silver Star tank commander
gives leadership PME

5

Marines train with the
best, prepare for the
worst

Marines with 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment,
a Camp Lejeune, N.C., -based battalion, are in the
final stages of the month long pre-deployment
training exercise known as Mojave Viper. The
training is usually intended for units deploying to
Iraq, but has been modified to prepare the battalion for their upcoming tour in Afghanistan.
Once in country, the battalion will take over
for 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, who
deployed in April, and will perform combat
operations and support the Afghan military and
security forces, according to Lt. Col. David
Odom, 3/8’s battalion commander from
Emerald Isle, S.C.
The battalion arrived at the Combat Center
the last week of August and immediately began
the conventional combined-arms training and
stability and support operations training upon

See VIPER, A8
LANCE CPL. COREY A. BLODGETT

Mortor Marines with Company L, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, perform fire missions during a mock Taliban ambush prior to the company calling in rotary and fixed wing air strikes during an Afghanistan-centered Mojave Viper exercise at the Combat Center Sept. 17.

Base recognizes POW/MIA day
LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J.
NOLA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

7

3rd CEB key to
rebuilding Iraq

The Combat Center recognized
National Prisoner of War Missing
in Action Recognition Day by
paying tribute to retired Navy
Cmdr. James W. Bailey at the flag
pole outside the Robert E. Bush
Naval Hospital Sept. 19.
After the raising of the colors
and an invocation by Navy chaplain, Lt. Cmdr. Steven E. Hicks,
friends, family, and admirers sat
in silence as guest speaker, Col.
Robert J. Abblitt, Combat
Center chief-of-staff, described
the events that led to Bailey’s
capture and imprisonment.
“Today’s story tells the saga

of a naval officer who lost his
freedom to the hands of the
enemy,” said Abblitt. “Today’s
purpose is to honor one of our
nation’s true heroes.”
On June 28, 1967, Bailey was
the co-pilot in an air strike with,
Cmdr. William P. Lawrence in
their RF-4B Phantom when their
aircraft was hit by enemy fire one
minute out from their target.
The two aviators managed to
complete their mission, but
when the aircraft’s hydraulics
eventually failed, Bailey and
Lawrence were forced to eject
and were subsequently captured
by the North Vietnamese.
Bailey, who was promoted to the

See POW/MIA, A10

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Lance Cpl Carolyn Haschak, and Pfc. Allen Lozano, both with
the Traffic Management Office join Petty Officer 3rd Class
Sarilyn Ogumoro and Seaman Elston Stewart to fold the national ensign during the Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital Prisoner of
War/Missing in Action Remembrance Ceremony Sept. 19.

1st Tanks honors lost brother
LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

9

3rd LAR rolls out with
new turret system

This Day in Marine
Corps History
-September 26, 1777-

Marines join the
Pennsylvania Navy for
action on the
Delaware River.

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Sgt. Joseph Modula, an infantry weapons repairer with 3rd Battalion,
11th Marine Regiment, comforts Nica Villarreal at a memorial service in honor of her cousin Pfc. Ernie Villarreal Sept. 18.

A solemn gathering of Marines,
sailors, friends and families of 1st
Tank Battalion paid their final
respects to one of their own with
a memorial service at the Combat
Center’s Catholic Chapel Sept. 18.
Pfc. Ernie J. Villarreal, 27,
infantry weapons repairman and
an El Paso, Texas, native, died Sept.
16 at Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital. He is survived by his
wife, Wendy, and his three children,
Haley, Maverick and Makayla.

At the front of the church was
a memorial display with Villarreal’s
rifle, boots, helmet and dog tags. A
framed photograph of Villarreal
was also placed at the front of the
chapel.
The service began with Navy Lt.
Matthew Prince, 1st Tanks’ chaplain, reading the invocation and
responsive reading of Psalm 23.
He also spoke about how Villarreal
will continue to encourage the
Marines and sailors who knew him.
“Those Marines of the past,
including Ernie, directly inspire each

See MOURNS, A15

A2 SEPTEMBER 2 6 , 2 0 0 8

OBSERVATION P O S T

ADDED DIMENSIONS

Keeping Kids Safe in a Web-Savvy World

1

LIFELINES.USMC.MIL

14

If you came across an instant message conversation your child was having on
your computer and discovered the acronym "PAW," would you know what to
make of it?
If not, you aren't alone. With cyber bullying and predators becoming a large
presence online, many parents are realizing that the age-old discussion of how
to safely cross the street is morphing into a more tech-savvy conversation; how
to stay protected on the Internet.
According to a 2006 study on social networking by CA, Inc. and the National
Cyber Security Alliance, 51 percent of parents who are aware that their children
use social networking sites do not restrict their children’s profiles so that only
friends can view them. Further, 36 percent of parents surveyed did not monitor
their children on social networking sites.
CA has teamed up with Boys & Girls Clubs of America to donate Internet
security software to Boys & Girls Clubs across the country and to offer parents
and caregivers the following simple tips to help them monitor their children’s
Internet activity:
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• Surf the Web together. Ask your child to tell you about the things they did
online. Show genuine curiosity, and make it fun.
Familiarize yourself. Have them show you their online profile, favorite chat
rooms and friends.
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• Inform. Explain why children should never share passwords, even with
friends. Tell your child never to click on links or attachments sent by e-mail,
unless they know the sender. Even in those cases, use caution.
• Fight cyber-bullying. Watch for signs of cyber-bullying, such as your child
becoming agitated after using the PC, and learn how to respond by saving chat
logs and contacting the cyber-bully’s Internet provider.
• Establish control. Keep your PC in the living room or other common area,
and install parental controls with Web filtering and optional time restrictions that
you can adjust yourself. Furthermore, give your child a separate sign-on name.

New California legislation bans use of
text messaging devices while driving
CAMILLE ANDERSON

California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today reinforced his commitment
to keeping California’s roads safe by signing legislation that prohibits drivers
from using text messaging devices while operating a motor vehicle.
“Building on legislation already helping save lives in California, I am happy to
sign this bill because it further encourages safe and responsible driving,” said
Schwarzenegger. “Banning electronic text messaging while driving will keep
drivers’ hands on the wheel and their eyes on the road, making our roadways a
safer place for all Californians.”
SB 28 by Senator Joe Simitian (D-Palo Alto) specifically bans the use of an
electronic wireless communications device to write, send, or read a text-based
communication while driving a motor vehicle. The bill would impose a base fine
of $20 for a first offense and $50 for each subsequent offense.
This bill compliments an existing law which Schwarzenegger signed in 2006.
SB 1613, also by Senator Simitian, requires motorists to use hands-free devices
while talking on a mobile phone when driving a motor vehicle.
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• Learn the lingo. Common chat acronyms include “PA” (Parent Alert) and
“PAW” (Parents are Watching).

2

57

ACROSS
42.Traveler’s expense,
1. Blue Grotto’s isle
perhaps
6. Haul in
44.Watchful ones
10.Gives a boost to
45.Elevators, to Brits
14.Risking everything, 46.Tenth of a sawbuck
in poker
47.Muscle Beach dudes
15.Ashe Stadium org.
50.Toy racer
16.Volt or watt
54.Sneaking suspicion
17. Touch down follower 55. Semiconductor19.Genealogy chart
based
20.Bids a bonvoyage to 58.Hats, slangily
21.Toy holder
59.Left speechless
22.Bank acct. accrual
60.Salon shade
23.“Ditto!”
61.Word with litmusor
26.“Goosebumps”
acid
author R.L.
62.Pure delight
29.Hard-hit baseball
63.Big name in furs
33.Ice server
34.Contest submission
35.No-goodnik
36.Colonial bugs
37.Allow access to
38.Put aboard
39.Dent or scratch
40.Pinker inside
41.Singing Carpenter [ S o l u t i o n s o n A 1 1 ]

30.Words of
compassion
31.Darth __
32.Idyllic settings
37.Joke response,
informally
38.Nursery outfits
40.Equestrian’s control
41.Orson Welles’s
Wisconsin birthplace
43.Atlanta Braves’ div.
46.Moth-eaten
47.Dagger part
48.Nicollette’s
“Desperate
Housewives” role
49.Rx items, forshort
50.Slaw or fries
51.Defeatist’s word
52.“__ extra cost!”
53.Bring up
55.Lose firmness
56.Temple University
athlete
57.F. __ Bailey

DOWN
1. Gowns’ companions
2. Skin care ingredient
3. Ballet bend
4. Soap removals
5. Recites, melodically
6. Dennis the
Menace’s dog
7. Round fig.
8. Broke the fast
9. Links score card
figure
10.Novel producer
11.Concerning, on
memos
12.Peters out
13.Proof reader’s word
18.Toward the stern
21.Buffalo Bill __
23.Coin makers
24.Missing nothing
25.Fork-tailed flier
26.Notary’s need
27.Being on key
28.Part of IV
29.Look over wolfishly

Centerspeak
Why do you think it is valuable to be registered to vote?
Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

LANCE CPL. KEVIN BRADFORD

1ST LT. ANDREW MARKOFF

STAFF SGT. XAVIER BROWN

RIFLEMAN, 3/4

PLATOON COMMANDER, 1/4

RADIO CHIEF COURSE STUDENT, MCCES

“Y

our opinion
doesn’t matter
if you don’t vote. You
need to make a
difference.”

hat’s what we’re
fighting for. It’s
“T
hypocritical if we don’t use
the right we have.”

“P

eople can get their
voices heard. Little
people can effect what happens with the country, especially with this election. It’s
going to be a close one.”

Employee Spotlight
Name: Lalectra James
Or ganiza tion: Marine Corps Community Services
New Horizons, Child Development Center
Job Duties: To oversee attendance, administrative
work, and ensuring the program is run properly.
Hometo wn: Detroit
Hob bies: Math, tutoring middle school and high
school students, being an active participant at my
church, Gospel Fellowship.
W ha t Do You Lik e Most About Your Job:
Getting to see the children in the morning, getting to welcome the parents and children and interacting with my co-workers.
Significant Ac hie vements: Moved from program assistant to general
clerk and received a praise report from parents.
Militar y Ser vice: None
Time At T he Comba t Center : Since December
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NOW – 11/15

FRI. 9/26

FRI. 9/26

FRI. 9/26

FRI. 9/26 & SAT. 9/27

Ar t Tours Collective
Sample works by each ar tist
on the Open Studio Tours
Where: A Roadside Attraction,
69197 29 Palms Hwy.,
29 Palms (Just off the Hwy. in
Indian Cove area)
For more info call 362-4100

Boxing Night: Featuring
Escobedo vs Salcido
Time: First Bout at 4:30 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort
& Spa, 49500 Seminole Dr.
Cabazon. For more info call
800-252-4499 or http://www.
morongocasinoresort.com

Rock concer t: Barboyz
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino, 84-245
Indio Springs Pkwy. Indio
For more info call 800-8272946 or visit http://www.
fantasyspringsresort.com

Ar t Galler y Opening
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Purple Agave Art
Gallery at the Cactus Mart,
49889 29 Palms Hwy.,
Morongo Valley
For more info call 363-6076

Native American
Week Celebration
Fri. 10 a.m.-8 p.m, Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente Cultural
Museum, 471 East Tahquitz
Canyon Way, Palm Springs
For more info call 778-1079 or
visit http://www.accmuseum.org

SAT. 9/27

SAT. 9/27

SAT. 9/27

SAT. 9/27

SUN. 9/28

Etta James & Roots Band
with Tower of Power
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino,
46-200
Harrison
Pl.
Coachella
For more info call 800-5853737 or visit http://www.spot
light29.com

Discover the MilkyWay class
Time: 2 - 10 p.m.
Where: Joshua Tree National
Park, Oasis Visitor Center,
74485 National Park Dr.,
29 Palms
For more info call 367-5535 or
visit http://www.joshuatree.org

Officers’ Spouses’ Club
presents Roll out the
Barrel: Wine & beer tasting
Time: 7-11 p.m.
Where: The Officers’ Club
MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms
For more info call
910-9576

Passpor t to Paris HDMC Gala
Black Tie Dinner and Auction
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Helen Gray Education
Center at Hi-Desert Medical
Center, 6601 White Feather
Rd., Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-6324

Insects of the Deser t field class
Time: 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Where: Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve, 11055 East Dr.,
Morongo Valley
For more info call 367-5535
or visit http://www.joshuatree.org

Combat Center’s NCO Club a great place to chill
LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

In an effort to get itself back on
its feet, the Combat Center’s noncommissioned officer club is
hosting events every night of the
week to raise attendance.
The NCO club, known as
Blood Stripes, offers many enticing activities, events and low
prices for Marines at its convenient location on base.
“We’ve got a great establishment here,” said Staff Sgt.
Brandon Zettlemoyer, the NCO
club bartender and a native of
Harrisburg, Pa. “The problem is
that most people don’t even realize what they’re missing.”
The club offers free snacks
and low prices on food and drinks
to attendees, said Zettlemoyer.
When football games are televised at the club, pizza and chili
dogs are provided.
Every day of the week there is

something people are missing if
they’re not coming to the club,
said Zettlemoyer.
The club shows Monday
Night Football and serves pizza,
hotdogs and chili dogs, said
Zettlemoyer. On Tuesdays and
Thursdays the club hosts happy
hour with low prices on well
drinks [drinks mixed with alcohol]. Wednesdays we’ve got Ziti
night for Marines who like Italian
food. Fridays we have social hour
food where we have the usual low
prices on food, but we’re open
from right after work until we
decide it needs to close.”
“Our busiest time of year is
during football season,” said
Zettlemoyer “We have prize drawings and raffles during the nights
when we do have big attendance.”
Zettlemoyer added he has
suggested that the club remain
open on weekends to give attendees a chance to come and enjoy
it at a time that wouldn’t affect
their jobs.
“Most bars have their busiest
times on the weekends,” said

Zettlemoyer. “We have cheaper
beer than the bars out in town.
There’s way less of a risk of getting in trouble for drunk driving,
and it’s a lot cheaper here.
Zettlemoyer added that the
club also has great opportunities
for Marines to rent the club out
during weekdays from 10 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m. and all day on
Saturdays.
“You can have the entire place
to yourself if you rent the club
out,” he said. “Also, it doesn’t
matter if you know other people
than NCO Marines. You can let
them into the club when you are
having a private party as well.
That’s just one more reason people should come here.”
There are also higher-ups in
the base command who encourage the use of the club.
“It’s a great thing that we have
clubs for all the different ranks
of Marines -- the NCO club in
particular is a very important
one,” said Sgt. Maj. Susan M.
Bellis, the base sergeant major
and a native of Boston. “It

Ballroom Dances
Palm Springs Pavilion
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Complimentary Group Dance Lessons
at 6:30 p.m. with purchase of a ticket
Palm Springs Pavilion - (760) 323-8272
401 S. Pavilion Way, Palm Springs, CA. 92262

LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL

The Combat Center’s NCO
Club, Blood Stripes, has
recently begun to offer special
events every night to bring its
business up.

Fall 2008
October 1..............................................Touch of Class
October 8..............................CD Night with Chris Perry
October 15..............................Dick Richards Ensemble
October 22.................................Milt Rasmussen Band
October 29........................CD Night with Steve & Barb
Admission Prices:
CD Night - $5/Person • Fall 2008 - $7/Person

See NCO, A15

Get To
Palm
Springs!
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MCAGCC-Palm Springs

Base Post
Exchange

Building Subway 29 Palms
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Community
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5:00
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Palm Springs
Airport
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5:40
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Joshua Stater Bros Palm
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WalMart Springs
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Airport

6:00

6:10

Indian Canyon
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& Tacheva

(Casino)

(Hospital)

7:10

7:15

10:00
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7:50

8:30
Saturday/
Sunday*
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1664
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29 Palms
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10:25 10:30
4:25 4:30

10:45 11:00
*4:45 *5:00

10:40
*4:40

Joshua Stater Bros Palm
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11:10
*5:10
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12:00
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*6:15
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Airport

7:00

Friday

MCAGCC-Palm Springs

Base Post
Exchange

15

5:30

29 Palms
Staters

Friday

MCAGCC-Palm Springs

7:00

Wednesday Evening

Service Company, 3rd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment, and a native
of Kennewick, Wash., agreed that
the NCO club provides a great

exists to provide camaraderie
between NCOs. It is also a good
place just for them to go and
unwind amongst their peers.”
Cpl. John Benson, a supply
clerk with Headquarters and

Stater Bros
WalMart

MCAGCC

12:50
*6:50

1:35
*7:35

*SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT 29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. All weekend service is
for Saturday only except for the final return trip which includes both Saturday and
Sunday service.

Fares from 29 Palms
One-way Regular Fare
Round Trip Regular Fare

$20.00
$25.00

For more information call
MBTA Customer Service at
760-366-2395.

The Reliable, Easy and Economical
Way to Go!
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Retired tanker gives motivating leadership PME HOT TOPICS
LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J.
NOLA

MMOA TEAM VISIT

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

1st Tank Battalion welcomed a
familiar face Monday when retired
Gunnery Sgt. Nicholas A.
Popaditch spoke to the Marines
and sailors of his former unit in
the battalion classroom.
Popaditch was awarded the
Silver Star medal for his actions
during a battle in Fallujah, Iraq,
in April 2005 while attached to
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment, and is also the coauthor of a new book called
“Once a Marine: An Iraq War
Tank Commander’s Inspirational
Memoir of Combat, Courage
and Recovery.”
Before Popaditch addressed
the Marines and sailors of the
battalion, Lt. Col. Thomas J.
Gordon, 1st Tanks commanding officer, spoke to his Marines
about what Popaditch’s presence represented.
“It’s a little opportunity to
reflect on who we are,” said
Gordon, a native of Boston.
Gordon also took time to
encourage those in attendance
to read “Once a Marine.”
“It’s pretty dog-gone inspiring,” said Gordon. “It motivated the heck out of me.”
Popaditch, who wears a black
eye patch due to the loss of his
right eye in the Fallujah engagement, still mirrored the image of
a squared away Marine with a
fresh hair cut, slacks and a
tucked–in collared shirt, and was

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Retired Gunnery Sgt. Nicholas A. Popaditch speaks to the Marines and sailors of 1st Tank Battalion
in the battalion’s classroom Monday.

presented with a Tanks football
jersey by Gordon before being
handed the microphone.
When Popaditch took the
floor, he opened his address by
asking attendees a question.
“Why do we have a Marine
Corps?” asked the Hammond,
Ind., native. “Is it for college
benefits? Is it for posters? Or is
it for parades?”
None of the answers above
were what Popaditch was
looking for.
“We’re here to win our

nation’s wars and right now
you are very much involved in
that,” he said.
While he admitted those
Marines marching in parades
and posing for posters serve an
important role in the Corps, he
challenged the Marines and
sailors of 1st Tanks to be what
he referred to as the ‘04
Marine,’ the Marine who is still
manning a rifle at 4 a.m., even
though he is hungry, wet,
sweaty, and tired.
“When you go to combat you’ll

judge yourself a man based on
what you do there,” said Popaditch.
“Think of the 04 Marine, that’s
who you want to be.”
In addition to challenging
those in attendance, Popaditch
also spoke about such Marine
Corps values as honor, courage
and commitment, as well as
training and leadership.
When talking about these topics Popaditch turned to personal
experiences and advice that had

See TANKER, A14

The Manpower Management
Officer Assignment Team will
be aboard the Combat Center
Oct. 21-23 to meet with all
available and interested officers regarding their careers
and future duty assignments.
An officer professional military education brief will be
given by MMOA at 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 for all company grade
officers and field grade officers at the Protestant Chapel.
Interviews, by appointment,
will be conducted in classrooms 1 and 2 at Tactical
Training and Exercise Control
Group building 1587. The
Web-based
appointment
scheduler can be found and
will be available for officers to
schedule appointments with
the appropriate monitor and
career counselor beginning
Oct. 7 at http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil. For more
detailed information regarding the MMOA visit, please
contact Robin Whitten at 8307348 or Velvet Dixon at 8307088.

FIRE PREVENTION
CHILI LUNCH
Pre-sale tickets are now on
sale for the 11th Annual Chili
Lunch at Combat Center
Fire Department on Oct. 10.
Tickets are discounted at $2
each ($3 at the door) and are
good for a bowl of firehouse
chili or a hot dog -- all proceeds are donated to charity
via the annual Combined
Federal Campaign. For tickets contact your fire inspector or call the Fire
Administration Office at
830-5239.

CG’S INTRAMURAL
RIFLE MATCHES
The
Combat
Center
Marksmanship Training Unit
would like to invite teams to
compete in the Commanding
General’s Intramural Rifle
and Pistol Matches. Teams
will consist of four shooters
to include at least one staff
noncommissioned officer or
officer. Classes will begin on
Monday at 7 a.m. at the
MTU. All participants are
required to attend. The opening ceremony first shot will
be at 7 a.m. Thursday and the
closing ceremony will be held
at 1 p.m. Oct. 17 followed by
a barbecue for all shooters.
All participants are required
to use the M16A2/A4/M4
Service Rifle and the M9
Service Pistol and required to
attend all marksmanship
classes. Military retirees are
also invited to compete. For
more information please
contact MTU at 830-6700.

29 Palms

MEN’S BASKETBALL
TRYOUTS

September 29th.

Men’s basketball tryouts will
be held
Tuesday and
Wednesday at 7 p.m., at the
West Gym. Only active duty
personnel are eligible to participate. Call 830-4092/6857
for further information.

4:30 pm & 7:30 pm

South of Luckie Park •

Sponsored by the City of 29 Palms & High Desert Football Association
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3/8 attacks MOUT town
during Afghan preparation
LANCE CPL. COREY A.
BLODGETT
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

More than 200 Marines with
Company K, 3rd Battalion, 8th
Marine Regiment, set out from
Camp Wilson to Range 215 here
Sept. 18 to conduct a week’s
worth of urban warfare training.
The training is part of their
month-long Afghanistan-based
Mojave Viper, which fulfills the
battalion’s pre-deployment requirements for their upcoming tour.
The Marines set up in forwardoperating bases, which they lived
in and operated out of during the
week-long UWT, surrounding the
range’s mock Afghan village, Sara
Kowt — complete with homes, a
market area and two mosques.
The training kicked off with
classes given by Mojave Viper
instructors from Tactical Training
Exercise Control Group, known
as Coyotes. The classes refresh
the Marines on basics of military

LANCE CPL. COREY A. BLODGETT

Seaman Tahlon Johnson, a
hospital
corpsman
with
Company K, 3rd Battalion, 8th
Marine Regiment, patrols with
the rest of his platoon just outside a mock Afghan town at
Range 200 Saturday.

operations in urban terrain, such
as clearing rooms, hallways and
stairs, urban movement and reaction to small-arms fire.
“The purpose of all this training is fine tuning,” said 1st Lt.
Adam Felde, the Weapons
Platoon
commander
with
Company K. “It’s our final phase
of training, our last check in the
box before we head to
Afghanistan. Our Marines have
seen this stuff before, and we
have to just stick to the basic
skills. Some of these things can
become very complex, but we just
have to make it as simple as possible, allowing the Marines to
establish or just re-affirm the
standard operating procedures
we’ve been working on.”
Once the classes were finished,
the Marines moved on to the
practical application portion of
the training that relies heavily on
realism, utilizing aspects such as
firing weapons with blanks, simulated IED explosions and actual
Afghan role player interactions.
During the main portion of the
training, platoons had to patrol a
hostile area of the town with each
squad receiving their own Afghan
interpreter and Afghan National
Army soldier, played by civilian
role players, to accompany them
on their route. They talked and
interacted with community members, elders and Afghan National
Police and reacted to hostile fire by
mock Taliban forces.
Cpl. Joseph Budrow, a squad
leader with Weapons Platoon,
said having actual Afghans play
their roles during the training
makes all the difference in the
world in preparing the Marines
for their tour.
“It’s just outstanding,” said
Budrow, who has deployed to
Iraq three times. “It makes our
intent for this range exactly
what our intent will be in country, which is to get information
from the local populace and
treat them with the respect and
dignity that they deserve. And

LANCE CPL. COREY A. BLODGETT

Marines with 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, treat role
players with simulated injuries from a mock explosion during a
first responder drill as part of an Afghanistan-centered Mojave
Viper at the Combat Center Saturday.

LANCE CPL. COREY A. BLODGETT

Marines with 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, treat role players with simulated injuries from a
mock explosion during a first responder drill at Range 200 as part of an Afghanistan-centered
Mojave Viper at the Combat Center Saturday.

from there hopefully establish
a relationship with them to
where they feel trustworthy
enough to give us information
so we can do our jobs and get
rid of the bad guys that are
causing them harm.”
The Marines also had to conduct a first responder drill in
which each squad goes through a
scenario of being the first ones
on the scene of a mock explosion
that has caused several realistic
and highly graphic casualties.
“The first responder class was
really good, realistic training,”
Felde said. “We had Marines
wounded, one with his legs completely blown off, and a few civilian casualties as well. At that

point we focused on the squad
taking tactical control – establishing security, talking to higher
command, calling in the casualty
evacuation and our senior corpsman took control of the situation. The Marines performed
amazingly, despite the intense
circumstances.”
Capt. Sven Gosnell, the
Company K commander, said
even though they most likely
won’t be using these skills as much
as they would in the urban density
of Iraq, they are still just as important to have.
“It’s important that we maintain these key skill sets even for
Afghanistan,” he said. “We may
be fighting through a desert or

mountainous environment and
then have to go straight into a village and have to be able to provide security and civil affairs operations. So it is very important to
bring all this training together.”
Gosnell said his Marines will
have no problem utilizing all the
skills they’ve honed and handling
any objective thrown at them.
“They’ve preformed excellently,” he explained. “I have no
doubt in their capabilities, from
the individual Marine’s to the collective skills in the platoon and
squad level. The Marines have
been refining those skills, and
they are phenomenal.”
3/8 completed their Mojave
Viper training this week.
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NMCRS is looking for a few more good volunteers
LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J.
NOLA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Navy-Marine Corps Relief
Society held an information
workshop Sept. 19 at the
Combat Center’s Community
Center in an effort to recruit
additional volunteers.
At the workshop, which
offered food, games and prizes,
Jenny Gonzalez, NMCRS chair
volunteer, educated attendees
about the NMCRS mission.
“The mission of NMCRS is to
lend a helping hand to service members in their time of emergent need
through interest-free loans and
grants so they can regain control of
their finances,” said Gonzalez, a
native of Stockton, Calif.
In addition to offering
financial assistance, volunteers
also help with casework, reception, layettes, publicity, educating the volunteer community
about the armed services, and
helping spouses better understand what their husbands or
wives do as members of the
military.
The society is currently offering a Budget for Baby class,
which helps prepare service

members who are expecting children for the duties that come
with having a child.
Gonzalez, who is the wife of
Sgt. Valo S. Gonzalez, a forecaster
with Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374, added the NMCRS
volunteer staff is currently comprised of military spouses, mothers, dependents, retirees, and civilians with no military ties.
NMCRS is currently looking
to increase its ranks with people
who have a genuine interest in
helping Marines and sailors, said
Gonzalez.
“They must also be dedicated
to their area of commitment and
compassionate in their willingness to work and be with other
volunteers,” said Gonzalez.
While the NMCRS is a volunteer organization, the society
does offer childcare and
mileage reimbursement, additional travel reimbursement,
and mostly local training.
Volunteers are encouraged to
strive for 20 volunteer hours per
week, but some society members
volunteer once a week or less,
while others volunteer for the
entire week.
“Any time requirements are
completely controlled by the vol-

unteer,” said Gonzalez. “Our
goal is to ensure that all our volunteers have a fair share of volunteer time.”
One may become a volunteer
by simply going to the society’s
office in the Combat Center’s
Village Center with an eagerness
to volunteer.
“There is an application
process for basic background
information that allows the society to effectively track all volunteers and the hours they donate,”
said Gonzalez. “Volunteers also
complete orientation on the society and then the appropriate
training based on the area they
desire to be involved in.”
In addition to helping
Marines and sailors, society
members also learn valuable
office skills, that make them better qualified for the local job
market, said Gonzalez.
Yoshimi Trivino, NMCRS
chair of receptions and a native
of Argentina who has been a
volunteer for six months, said
the ability to learn helpful office
skills as well as improve her
English was why she originally
decided to volunteer.
Trivino, who is the wife of
Gunnery Sgt. Rafael Trivino, a

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Potential volunteers listen as Jenny Gonzalez, Navy-Marine
Corps Relief Society chair volunteer, speaks to them about the
NMCRS and its mission during an information workshop Sept 19
at the Combat Center’s Community Center.

section leader with MWSS-374,
said in addition to teaching job
skills, NMCRS also offers a
friendly and professional but lowstress work environment, where
new friends can be made.
Vincent Fimbres, who
attended the Sept. 19 workshop
and signed up to be a NMCRS
volunteer, said his desire to join
NMCRS comes from his own
personal memories of growing

up in a military family and knowing how challenging the lifestyle
and commitment can be.
“I just want to help young
Marines and sailors with their
needs,” said Fimbres, a native of
San Pedro, Calif., who just moved
to the area three weeks ago. “I
have the time and I’m sure it’s
something I’ll enjoy.”
For more information about
NMCRS call 830-6323.

Commanding General, Sgt. Maj. address Combat Center families
• Energy conservation
• Services for special needs
children
Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus,
Although the meeting was not
and Sgt. Maj. Susan M. Bellis, open to the general public, the
Combat Center commanding intent behind town hall meetings
general and sergeant major, is to draw the community closer
spoke to Marines, sailors and by focusing attention on issues
their families at the first town hall brought up by the people themmeeting at the Sunset Cinema selves, said Gurganus.
Theater Tuesday.
“I’m going to make decisions
The topic of discussion was one way or another,” said the
quality of life and included com- Wilmington, N.C., native. “I can
ments about:
make better informed decisions
• The availability of teen recreif I have our community’s
ation centers
input. I think everyone should
• The condition of base housing have a vested interest in the
and property
community.”
• Child care
Lt. Col. James W. Frey, Marine
• Road safety
Unmanned
Aerial
Vehicle
• Enforcement of dress codes
Squadron 3 commanding officer,
at the Marine Corps Exchange attended the town hall meeting
• Upcoming construction
and sat in the front row.
projects of new base facilities
Frey said he believes since
• Interactive Customer
VMU-3 is a new unit aboard the
Evaluation comments
Combat Center, Marines and
CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

sailors of the squadron need to
realize their roles in the community. Due to training, Marines and
sailors of VMU-3 were unable to
attend.
“The topics covered were
very pertinent, and with more
warning we will ensure that
Marines and spouses of VMU-3
will be there,” said Frey, a
Ridgebury, Pa., native.
Gurganus said any issue
impacting quality of life on base
may be addressed, and although
he may not be able to suit everyone’s wants, he aims to gain the
necessary resources to meet
their needs.
“There are some things here on
base that we [the base’s command]
don’t know about,” he said. “And
that’s the stuff we’re after. It’s not
my job to make this place better. It
is our job to make this place better.
This is our community.”
Gurganus added he expects to

attend the annual general officers
symposium in Washington, D.C.,
in October where he plans on
networking with other Marine
Corps general officers who can
offer guidance or support to help
improve the Twentynine Palms,
Calif., community.
“Every other general officer
in the Marine Corps will be
there,” he said. “All the guys who
own programs, who have money

and can help improve our community through resources will
be there.”
Bellis said she highly encourages families and service members to attend the next meeting
scheduled to take place Nov. 3 to
offer input and address other
issues at the Sunset Cinema
Theater.
To learn more about the town
hall meetings call 830-7617.

CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, base commanding general, discusses child care options with an audience of base personnel during a town hall meeting at the Sunset Cinema Theater Tuesday.
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Engineers drop anchors
LANCE CPL. PAUL TORRES
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 5

AL ANBAR PROVINCE, Iraq
— The lifeblood that helps
rebuild the Iraqi infrastructure is
commerce, and Iraq’s roads and
bridges are the veins through
which the lifeblood flows.
This makes the Wahid Bridge,
which connects the two towns of
Jubbah and Jubbah Ria, extremely important.
“The bridge is basically a shortcut to cross the Euphrates,” said
Sgt. John A. Esquivel, 22, from
Duarte, Calif., who is the utilities
chief section head with Support
Platoon, Company A, 3rd Combat
Engineer Battalion, Regimental
Combat Team 5. “The bridge was
originally installed back in May and
has since developed some problems due to the heavy presence of
algae in the river. The algae have
caused the anchor and buoy cables
to sink below water level and have
produced a curve in the bridge.”
Iraqi Army engineers assisted
the Marines from Company A to
dig four extra anchors along the
river banks in order to give the
floating-panel bridge extra support. The anchors will later be
tied to the bridge by another
team of engineers.
Having IA engineers assist the
Marines showed that the Iraqis

are making progress toward conducting operations such as this
without the assistance of
Coalition forces.
“By the IA engineers being out
there and using their equipment to
help us install the anchors, they
were able to show that they are
capable of supporting their people,” said Chief Warrant Officer 3
John H. Walter, 37, from Lake
Elsinore, Calif., who is the platoon
commander for Support Platoon.
The day-long mission took
some on-the-site coordination
between the Marines and the IA
engineers.
To avoid using heavy machinery on a local farm, the Marines
used their excavator to dig on one
side of the river and the IA engineers used their backhoe on the
far side. Marines posted security
on both sides of the river until the
operation was complete.
“We didn’t want to just go on
that (farmer’s) property and tear
up his field,” said Walter.
The bridge is still usable by the
locals and the IA while they wait for
the extra anchors to be attached.
“The only other places to cross
the Euphrates are about 50 kilometers in either direction,” said
Walter. “The bridge has made a
huge impact on this area. Both
locals and the IA use it, and they
are really happy with it.”

LANCE CPL. PAUL TORRES

Cpl. Luis Alvarez Jr. and Cpl. Matthew J. Short, both combat engineers with Support Platoon, Company A, 3rd Combat Engineer
Battalion, watch as a heavy lifter lowers one of the T-barrier anchors
into a freshly dug hole in Al Anbar Province, Iraq.
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Cpl. Matthew J. Short, a heavy equipment operator with Support Platoon, Company A, 3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion, inspects the hole he dug to make sure it is big enough to fit a bridge
anchor for the Wahid Bridge in Al Anbar Province, Iraq, Sept. 17.
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VIPER, from A1
arrival, Odom said.
“This training is the capstone event, if
you will, for infantry battalions that are
getting ready to deploy to Iraq, or in our
case, Afghanistan,” he explained. “And it
is our opportunity to deploy from our
home station to conduct combined-arms
training on the desert floor with trainers,
evaluators and the entire infrastructure to
give us some final assessment and some
validation to the battalion prior to going
on deployment.”
Although this Mojave Viper is geared
to prepare these Marines for Afghanistan,
the training has pretty much the same
core elements as previous exercises tailored for units deploying to Iraq, with
some minor tweaks, according to
Gunnery Sgt. Danny Watts, an instructor
and evaluator with Tactical Training
Exercise Control Group.
“In Afghanistan, you don’t have as
much of your patrolling operations inside
dense cities as in Iraq, so we’ve been
pushing them into more of the mountainous terrain we have out here, which is
exactly what they’ll see and have to traverse in Afghanistan,” said the Biloxi,
Miss., native.
Mojave Viper also recently added

OBSERVATION P O S T

Afghan role players into training scenarios serving as community members, street vendors, and National
Police and National Army to interact
with and challenge the Marines with
the most realistic training available,
Watts said.
Throughout Mojave Viper, dozens of
instructors and evaluators, known as
Coyotes, teach classes, give demonstrations and follow the Marines during scenarios to serve as a kind of referee and
give their expert opinions on the Marines’
performances, said Watts the TTECG
intelligence chief.
“Our job is to watch the scenarios and
make sure they’re played out correctly
and as realistically as possible,” he said.
“The Coyotes make any changes that
need to be done on the spot to the training and help the Marines any way we
can.”
Odom said since arriving at Camp
Wilson, the main operating base for
Marines at Mojave Viper, the battalion
has been pushed from day one, starting
from fire-team all the way to battalion
level training.
“It has been the progressive crawl,
walk and run approach, but once we got
everyone settled in, we immediately went
out to the ranges where we were able to

do basic combined-arms integration at
the fire team, squad and platoon levels,”
he said. “We eventually progressed into
the deliberate assault course, where the
battalion’s headquarters commanded and
controlled a mechanized task force, utilizing combined-arms from aviation,
artillery and then the striking power of
the battalion for that decisive affect.”
The unique quality and amount of
training in the Afghanistan-centered
Mojave Viper is exactly what an infantry
battalion preparing for a tour needs, Odom
explained.
“Simply put, I think the training is
right where it needs to be for a unit about
to head out to Afghanistan,” he said.
With all he has observed so far, Odom
said that he is confident about how his
Marines will perform once in theater.
“They’re doing magnificent, every day I
see them, they’re learning, they’re focused,
they’re ready and they’re taking care of
each other,” he said. “There is no doubt in
my mind that they’re absolutely ready to
accomplish their mission of assisting and
helping the Afghan populace.”
3/8’s next step after completing
Mojave Viper is to return home to North
Carolina and finalize administrative and
logistical details prior to their deployment
in the coming weeks.

LANCE CPL. COREY A. BLODGETT

Pfc. Marvin Smoot, a mortarman with
Weapons Platoon, Company K, 3rd
Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, patrols a
mock Afghan town during an Afghanistancentered Mojave Viper at the Combat
Center Sept. 17.
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Vehicle upgrades give
Wolfpack bigger bite
LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Wolfpack is now armed with
a bigger bite thanks to an upgraded main gun turret system for
their light armored vehicles.
The Marines of Company D,
3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, trained with new turrets
and sights in their light armored
vehicles Saturday at the Combat
Center’s Range 500.
The new Electric Drive
Turrets and Improved Thermal
Sight System provide more precise fire capability for Light
Armored Recon Marines.
The old LAV hydraulic system
for maneuvering the turret is being
replaced Corpswide after approximately 25 years of use, and the
new sights can see much farther
than before, along with improved
thermal imaging capabilities, said
Sgt. Rolando Magdaleno, the
Company D master gunner and a
native of Santa Ana, Calif.
“We have the same weapon
used in the turrets, but the turret
itself
is upgraded,” said
Magdaleno. “What I like about
the new system is that it is much
quieter and a whole lot smoother
than the old hydraulic system.
From the learning I’ve had on the
subject, it looks like a much better
system. It was time to get rid of
the old system. It worked well but
it was starting to get old.”
3rd LAR received classroom
instruction on the new equipment
last week, and they went one
company at a time for approximately five hours a day to the
range to test out the equipment
Sept. 19 and Saturday. They will
be qualifying with it beginning
Monday through Oct 3.
“Right now it’s a live-fire training exercise meant as familiarization training for the Marines,” said
2nd Lt. Blake Rice, a platoon commander with Company D and a

native of Bethesda, Md. “1st
LAR trained with them first in the
U.S., 2nd LAR got the upgrades
when they were overseas, but I’m
glad we did this now.”
Getting the upgrades back in
the States is much better because
the battalion has time to get out in
the field and handle the equipment and learn with it, where they
can sit down afterwards and iron
out any kinks or wrinkles in their
performances.
The Marines fired 55 25mm
dummy rounds to zero out the
weapon and introduce themselves
to the new system, said Rice. It
takes five rounds to properly zero
the sights with this new system.
Each vehicle went through the
zeroing process multiple times
while monitored by civilian contractors who taught the classes to
the Marines.
The contractors were Raytheon
employees that were instructors
and the actual developers of the
new systems. The company has
been here for the past month and
a half working with 3rd LAR making the upgrades and supervising
Marines learning about the system.
3rd LAR is just snapping in
with the new turrets, but they are
already being put to use in Iraq
by 2nd LAR.
“The upgrades began back in
November of 2006,” said Loren
Demers, an electrical engineer
and a native of McKinney, Texas.
The laser can target things at
approximately 8,000 meters and
gives access to many new features
that weren’t available on the old
system. The new system makes
firing much easier than before.
The improved thermals are really
clear. You can even see where
people are sweating, as well as
clearly inside a house, you can see
a person moving.
“The ITSS is much more
advanced than before,” said Rice.
“It has the capabilities to do all

LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL

Marines with Company D, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, await their chance to
shoot on the firing line and test out their new sights and turret system Saturday at Range 500. 3rd
LAR recently received Improved Thermal Sight Systems and Electric Drive Turrets in their light
armored vehicles.

the calculations for the gunner.
There’s a device that looks like a
smokestack on the back part of
the turret, that’s used to calculate
the wind variable for shooting.
Also, the new laser reticle you aim
with calculates distance to the target, and gives you a grid location
for where the vehicle is and where

the target is, in case you need to
call in for artillery fire, which I
think is phenomenal. The range
on the laser also is incredible. You
can magnify up to 40 times, and
that’s quite a distance.”
The new sights and electrical
turret were looked at favorably by
the Marines, and they were all

very much impressed with the
system’s capabilities.
The Wolfpack heads back to
the field in October to sharpen
their new teeth on their first
gunnery qualification range
with the new turrets and sights.
They are scheduled to deploy
next spring.

WITH A TRIBUTE IN

A special section to be placed
in the Hi-Desert Star, The Desert Trail and Observation Post for Veterans Day 2008
Hi-Desert Publishing Co. welcomes stories, photos and
memorabilia about you, your spouse or family members who served in the military in wartime or in peace

Submission Deadline: Sept. 30

CPL. MICHAEL S. CIFUENTES

Marines with Company D, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, stand in a school circle around one of the civilian contractors as he briefs them on their mission for the day’s training.

Please send stories, photographs and memorabilia to:
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Military Memories
P.O. Box 159
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277
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Medicine West, Naval Medical
Center San Diego, paid tribute to
Bailey and all other service members who are or have been prisoners of war or missing in action.
Hunter, a native of Worcester,
Mass., explained to the crowd that
the National League of Families
POW/MIA flag, which is flown

POW/MIA, from A1
rank of lieutenant during his imprisonment, spent six years as a prisoner in the Hanoi prison system until
his release on Feb. 18, 1973.
As part of the ceremony, guest
of honor Rear Adm. Christine S.
Hunter, commander of Navy

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

Service Times:
Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

(760) 361-2450
4751 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms, Ca. 92277
spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

Compañerismo de
Creyentes en Cristo

atop the Naval Hospital’s flag
pole, would also be flown over
the Capital, the White House, the
World War II Memorial, the
Korean War Veterans Memorial,
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial,
and other locations across the
country Sept. 19.
Hunter said the flag is a constant reminder of those service
members who remain missing
and a way to honor those who
have been imprisoned while serving their country.
“We’re grateful to those who
continue to serve and wear the
cloth of our nation,” said Hunter.
“In the words of the commander
in chief, ‘we remain in their debt.’”
After Hunter and Abblitt had
finished, Bailey addressed the
crowd and began by expressing his
appreciation to all of those in atten-

dance, stating what an honor it was
to be recognized before summarizing the events of June 28, 1967.
“I was on top of the world, and
then it all came crashing down on
that June day,” said Bailey, a native
of Kosciusko, Miss.
Bailey then expressed his relief
that he was a bachelor at the time
of his imprisonment and therefore did not put a wife and children through the mental pain of
not knowing whether their loved
one was alive or dead.
Bailey’s message to the crowd
was the importance of one’s family and it’s priority over most
other things.
“Your family is probably the
most precious thing you have,
other than your service to your
country,” said Bailey. “I can think
of nothing better you can do today

then kiss and hug your family.”
While Bailey lost six years of
his life and freedom, he did not
express regret or anger.
Instead he ended his speech
not by asking for pity or compassion, but by reminding those in
attendance about the honor and
privilege in serving one’s country.
“It’s a calling to be in the military and to serve your country,”
said Bailey. “Remember that.”

FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
(meets at Little Church of the Desert)
6079 Adobe Road
Twentynine Palms, California 92277
LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

SUNDAY/DOMINGO: 1:00 P.M.
Albert L. Perez, Pastor
(760) 819-9669
E-mail: creyente-y-siervo@verizon.net

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus
salutes the Sideboys, who are
part of Naval tradition, during the
Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
Remembrance Ceremony Sept.
19 underneath the Naval
Hospital’s flag pole.
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Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 7:00pm
call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

Website: JHOPCC. ORG

Lives & Building Dreams
Just the Best place to get Married Healing
Reverend Ron Scott
Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM
Father Ian Hanley
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
Sunday School, Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
365-2205
Onaga at Church St., Y.V. 365-7133
yvcrs.org

Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671

Calvary Chapel Fellowship
6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

Wed. Bible Study 5pm
7021 Airway, Yucca Valley • 365-9215

St. Joseph of Arimathea

72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)
Sunday Bible Study
10 :00AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Worship 5:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study
6:00PM
367-9400 FREE CHURCH RIDES

Worship Service

Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119

Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIST

This Week’s Spotlight Church

Church of God

6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms
Service Times

Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am

367-7812

www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

United Methodist Church
of Twentynine Palms
6250 Mesquite Springs Road
Phone: 367-7338
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
(Child Care Provided)

Pastor Beth Glass

“open hearts, open minds, open doors”

Worship Service 10:00 A.M.
Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

“The will of God
will never take you
where the grace of
God will not protect you.”

www.stmartinschurch29.org

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
365-4014
SUNDAY

Bible School...................9:30am
Worship........................10:45am

WEDNESDAY
Sage

Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph

★

6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 7:00pm
call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

Pioneer Town

Website: JHOPCC. ORG

First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
Childcare Available

Sunday Services
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Services
Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
www.fbc29.org
6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561
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JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
Sunday Bible Study After Service
We’re Here for Everyone
Phone (760) 367-7133
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

Bible Study..........................7pm

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church JESUS
Calvary Chapel Fellowship
56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley • 365-6331

St. Martin-In-The-Fields

Assembly of God
Church
Pastor Frank Ferrandini
Sunday School 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm
Wed. Service 7:00 pm
73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

j

Cholla
HWY 62

SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM
WEDNESDAY MEETING... 7 PM
READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM
Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)

Buena Vista

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST Skyview Chapel

Wonder Valley
Community Church
82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
Office: 367-0279
Bible studies: 9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
Worship: 5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday
Pastor: Rex Shaver
Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!
7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available
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Last year’s base champs keep winning
LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Commanding General’s
Intramural Football League started its regular season the night of
Sept. 17 when Headquarters
Battalion shut out their opponent,
1st Tank Battalion, 36–0.
The two teams have already
gone head-to-head at this year’s
pre-season jamboree.
The Headquarters team played
very well in the jamboree with a
good show of performance and
hopes are to improve on what the
team has done, said Mark M.
Geletko, the Headquarters
Battalion defensive coach and a
native of Pittsburgh.
The match-up resulted in a
Headquarters win due to Tanks’
team errors and penalties, said
Scott Hofer, Tanks assistant
coach and a native of Canby, Ore.
“We really beat ourselves in
the jamboree,” said Hofer. “We
played with good fundamentals
against the base’s best team last
year. Our goal right now is to
cut out our mistakes we made

before, but try and make as
many improvements as we can
to our game.”
The Headquarters leaders had
their own opinion of how their
first game of the season would
play out.
“The team is looking pretty
good and has been practicing
hard this past month and a half,”
said Geletko about his team
before the game.
Geletko also said Headquarters
coaches were expecting a good
game from players on the offensive side of the ball.
Tanks received the opening
kickoff of the game. The initial
Tanks possession failed to put
points on the board, and
Headquarters got the ball at
midfield with their high-octane
offense ready to roll down to the
end zone.
Headquarters quickly put six
points on the board, and along
with a two-point conversion to
start the game off.
After Tanks received their second kickoff, they proceeded with
a short march down the field until

they fumbled the ball, which was
recovered by Headquarters.
Defenses on both teams held
to bring the first quarter to a close
with a score of 8-0 in favor of
Headquarters.
The second quarter began
with Headquarters fumbling the
ball in the Tanks red zone. Tanks
failed to capitalize on the fumble,
and penalties set them back even
closer to their own goal line.
On a fourth down punt out of
the Tanks end zone they fumbled
the snap and Headquarters
scored with a safety, making the
score 10-0.
After receiving the kickoff,
Headquarters drove downfield
and scored again, but failed to
make the two-point conversion.
On the next Headquarters
possession, Tanks defensive end
Dante Lopes, from Fremont,
Calif., recovered a fumble and set
up his team with less than half the
green to cover for a touchdown.
Tanks fell short though and
the first half ended with
Headquarters still in the lead by
16 points.
At halftime, coaches from
both teams addressed the issues
they faced in the first half.
“Good job and great effort so
far,” Geletko said to his team.
“We’re looking good, and I’ve
seen great tackling from us so far.
All the trick plays and whatever
else we’ve had thrown at us we’ve
handled it well.”
Tanks head coach Matthew
Prince attempted to motivate his
team and reminded them to keep
their heads up no matter what the
scoreboard said.
“We’ve got to fly to the ball

LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL

Tanks running back Paul Kantner bats off Headquarters defenders in
an attempt to gain yards Sept. 17 at Felix Field. Tanks lost the first
game of the season to Headquarters, 36–0.

and make big plays on defense,”
said Prince, the Seymour, Ind.,
native. “We want to destroy them
and shut them down on offense
in the second half. We’ve got to
stop our individual play and operate as a team.”
Headquarters received the
kickoff to start the second half,
but ended up punting to Tanks,
who were hungry for a score and
drove down to the opposition’s
five-yard line.
Looking like they were about to
score, Tanks came down to a
fourth-and-inches on Headquarters’
five-yard line, but a high snap over
quarterback Adam Schneider’s
head resulted in Headquarters’
recovery of the ball, and a drive for
another six points after a failed conversion attempt.
The fourth quarter started off
with Tanks opening again, only to

LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL

Headquarters running back Ron Hampton attempts to gain
yards on the Tanks defense.

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
Sunday
Roman Catholic Services
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Chapel
Faith Formation/CCD-8 a.m.
Confessions+ - 8:45 a.m.
Rosary - 9 a.m.
Catholic Mass* - 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
9:30 a.m.
Confessions+ - 4:15 p.m.
Choir Practice - 4 p.m.
Rosary - 4:30 p.m.
Catholic Mass - 5 p.m.
Protestant Services
Christ Chapel
Lay-Led Independent Baptist
Breakfast, West Wing - 8:30 a.m.
Non-Demominational Service
Worship - 9 a.m.
Children’s Church - 9 a.m.
Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group 6 p.m.
Pastor-Led Lutheran Worship
Worship-NHTP Chapel-11:15 a.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Service
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
Legend
* Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions by calling 830-6456/6482
Weekday Events
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass Mon-Fri - 11:45
a.m. (except holidays)
Monday
Christ Chapel
Praise & Worship Rehearsal-4 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass, Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. (except holidays)

Tuesday
Christ Chapel
Christian Women’s Fellowship* 9 a.m., (September – May)
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Children’s RCIA - 4–5:30 p.m.
Catechist Meeting - 5–8 p.m.
(Second Tuesday each month)
Baptism Class - 6–7:30 p.m.
(First Tuesday each month)
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. Chaplain
Hester 830-6187
Wednesday
Christ Chapel
Praise Band Rehearsal - 6 p.m.
Food/Fellowship - 6:30 p.m.
Non-Denomination Bible Study7 p.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study-7 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Military Council of Catholic
Women* - 9:30 a.m. Sept. – May
Youth Teen - 6 p.m.
Knights of Columbus - 7 p.m.
(1st Wednesday each month)
Thursday
Immaculate Heart of Mary
RCIA-6-7:30 p.m. Resumes Sept. 11
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 11:30 a.m., Chaplain
Moran 830-6187
Friday
Christ Chapel
Gospel Rehearsal - 5 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Exposition/Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament 12:15-4:30 p.m.
(First Friday each month)

turn over on fourth down, where
Headquarters got the ball and
scored another six points.
After another Tanks fumble,
they recovered the ball and punted on fourth down, after which
Headquarters scored the final
touchdown of the game, ending it
at 36-0.
After the clock wound down
both teams shook hands and
Headquarters closed the night
very pleased with their victory.
“Last year we barely beat
them,” said Tony Hall the
Headquarters center and a native
of Tyler, Texas. “Our offense
and especially our defense look
strong, it’s a good feeling to win
with this team.”
New players on the team also
got a feeling of how Headquarters
plays after experiencing their first
victory.
“It feels good to be with this
team,” said Anthony Eldridge, a
wide receiver with Headquarters
and a Buffalo, N.Y., native. “I
haven’t been here that long, but it
looks like we’re going to have a
good season.”

SOLUTIONS

LANCE CPL. MICHAEL NERL

Tanks quarterback Adam Schneider stretches out to make a
first down near the Headquarters end zone.
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Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler
72878 29 Palms Hwy. • Twentynine Palms
(760) 367-1919 • FAX (760) 367-4430
Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

“MUST GO SALES EVENT”
06 DODGE
DAKOTA SPORT

05 FORD F150 XLT

5KE53617

65509449

EDDIE BAUER

46B15330

Was $19,888

04 GMC
YUKON

04 FORD EXPEDITION

4R224655

Was $18,888

Sale $15,888

Was $17,888

Was $19,888

Sale $14,888

Sale $15,888

Sale $16,888

06 JEEP LIBERTY

03 VOLVO XC90

05 CHEVY 1500

03 FORD MUSTANG
CONVERITBLE

6W172403

31000860

5Z306245

55193341

Was $16,888

Was $21,888

Was $18,888

Was $14,888

Sale $14,888

Sale $18,888

Sale $10,888

Sale $12,888

07 PONTIAC G6

04 CHEVY IMPALA
SILVER

05 FORD TAURUS
SE

NEW CARS
ARRIVING

— DAILY!
74216303

59357114

5A160326

Was $19,888

Was $14,888

Sale $16,888

Sale $11,888

Was $13,888

Sale $9,888

BUY LOCAL!

On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 9-30-08

Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms
Service Department!!
We service all
R
CA
E
E
R
F
ITH
W
H
S
WA 0-90K
30-6 ICE
SERV

makes and models

10%
MILITARY
DISCOUNT

72878 29 Palms Hwy

760-367-1919
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Marines host ‘shura’ to address Afghan needs
CPL. STEVE CUSHMAN
2ND BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT

HELMAND
PROVINCE,
Forward Operating Base Sangin,
Afghanistan – At a patrol base
near the Sangin District Center
here, a group of Marines joined a
“shura,” or meeting, held by local
village leaders Sept. 3.
By participating in the shura,
which is similar to a town hall
meeting, the Marines can determine what the villagers need and
identify the best ways to improve
quality of life for local residents.
Since deploying here in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, Task Force 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
Combined Joint Task Force
Phoenix, has focused its efforts
on bringing peace and prosperity
to
the
Afghan
people.
Organizing and working with
local Afghans on various civil
military operations projects is
one of many tools used by civil
affairs Marines to strengthen
relations with local residents.
“The people think highly of
the Afghan National Army; they
want to support the government,
and they want the Taliban out,”
said Maj. Mark DeVito, team
leader, 3rd Civil Affairs Group,
TF 2/7, and a San Diego native.
“As a community, they need to
determine what affects the most
people. They sometimes have a
hard time working on the prioritization for the projects they want
completed. Their biggest con-

cerns are improvements to irrigation and the renovation of several mosques.”
While the primary focus of the
shura was to meet with Afghan
leaders and adult males in the
community, civil affairs Marines
are also engaging young adult
men in separate shuras. CAG
Marines have found that trying to
influence the young men is
important because they feel they
are more likely to be negatively
influenced by the Taliban.
“We had around 20 young
adults show up for the first
teenage shura. One of the biggest
things they all wanted was jobs.
They were all willing to work,”
said Cpl. Eric E. Cuevas, a civil
affairs noncommissioned officer
and Corona, Calif., native.
“When we asked them what
they needed to benefit their community, they responded by saying a
mosque. No matter how we tried
to get around it, they kept saying
they wanted more mosques,”
Cuevas explained. “They also said
they needed a water pump, because
they haven’t had power for almost
a month. We asked what other
things they wanted, and they said
they wanted a school.”
Helping the Afghans rebuild
their schools is one of the
Marines’ top initiatives, as education is very important to the local
people. The parents all seem to
understand the importance of
education, and they want their
children to go to school.
Likewise, the teens and younger

children have also expressed a
desire to return to school.
“The teens all said they wanted
a school. They said they haven’t
been going to school since the
Taliban destroyed their school,”
said Cuevas. “Out of the 20 kids
that showed up for the teenage
shura, only one was attending
school.”
Another tool the CAG
Marines have at their disposal is
the Civil Affairs Transition
Training Team, which teaches
civil affairs practices to the

See SHURA, A14

CPL. STEVE CUSHMAN

Maj. Mark DeVito, team leader, 3rd Civil Affairs Group, TF 2/7, and
a San Diego native, talks to local village leaders at Patrol Base
Nabi during a shura held Sept. 3.

Practical
Advances in
Southwestern
Sustainabilit y
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SHURA, from A13
Afghan National Army, Nation
Civil Order Police, which are all
invited to accompany the CAG
team during its patrols – a concept that proved effective in Iraq.
“We need to teach and mentor
civil affairs operations to Afghan
National Security Forces,” said
Staff Sgt. Kelly R. Hughes, the
CAG team chief and Carlsbad,
Calif., native. “If we can teach
them how we conduct business,
they can monitor the projects,
gather information from the villagers, and handle humanitarian
aid. It’s just a process of teaching
them the right way to do it.
“It’s working out here,”
Hughes continued. “We’ve got
our ANP officers with us.
They’re going through the same
motions as we are. Everything we
do, they’re doing along with us –
patrol briefs, debriefs and humanitarian aid. We just hope that it
catches on. They’re starting to
pick it up pretty well.”
The CAG team gets plenty of
opportunities to host shuras and

train ANSF in civil affairs operations, as they are constantly meeting with local residents and
checking on projects.
While shuras and other
engagements with the local populace have resulted in a more meaningful relationship, the Marines
have embarked on a host of other
civil affairs projects aimed at educating the people, teaching and
equipping doctors, and building
roads to provide jobs and aid
commerce. Showing its commitment to helping the Afghan people, TF 2/7 has conducted countless operations that are centered
on creating a stronger foundation
for Afghanistan’s future.
“The biggest thing is that we
hit the ground constantly,” said
Sgt. Brian A. Blumenthal, a civil
affairs NCO and Corona, Calif.,
native. “We’re seeing a lot of success. It’s slow, but we can definitely see it. These people are trying
to survive, because there is a heavy
Taliban influence in the area. But,
because we’re constantly going
out, we’re getting the ‘fence sitters’
to turn to our side.”

TANKER, from A4
been handed down to him.
Popaditch explained that
the Marine Corps promotes
leadership as way of ensuring
mission accomplishment and
troop welfare.
While he made it clear mission
accomplishment should be put
above troop welfare, he also
referred to the advice he was once
given by a senior Marine who told
him “the nation gives you their
youth, but they want them back.”
“We take care of them by
training them and bringing them
back alive,” said Popaditch.
One piece of advice
Popaditch, who was medically
retired in May 2005 after 15
years of service, offered the junior Marines advice on handling
the fear of making mistakes.
“Marines fear making a mistake more than anything else,” said
Popaditch. “If you go through
training and don’t make mistakes,
you’re training was too easy.”
Popaditch stressed this piece
of advice because in combat

situations Marines and sailors
will be faced with hundreds of
decision-making opportunities.
“Don’t be afraid to make
decisions, don’t be afraid to
make mistakes, don’t be afraid
to act,” said Popaditch. “If
you are completely confused
and don’t know what to do,
go straight at the enemy.”
Before closing his address,
Popaditch spoke about the
current insurgency in Iraq and
what he believes will be key in
undermining the insurgency’s
ability to blend in with the
local population.
“How do you fight this?”
asked Popaditch. “By keeping
your honor clean.”
Popaditch said by staying
true to the Corps values and
honor system, the civilian
population can be won over
and the insurgency will therefore be dealt a major blow.
“Once you win that civilian
population over, that camouflage goes away,” said Popaditch.
“Once you make contact with
the enemy do not let him go, do

not let him get away.”
After a short question and
answer session with Popaditch,
Cpl. Nathan Fenton, a motor
vehicle
operator
with
Headquarters and Service
Company, reflected on the war
hero’s remarks.
Fenton, a Colombus, Ohio,
native, said Popaditch’s speech
was good for the junior Marines
in the audience because he
touched on such important
things as combat mindset, preparation and making mistakes.
Cpl. Ryan Chambers, a tank
commander with Headquarters
and Service Company who
served with Popadtich in Iraq
said the message Popaditch
spreads is not just important
for him personally but for the
newest generation of Marines.
“He makes me motivated;
just the way he talks about the
Marine Corps gives me a whole
new look on it,” said Chambers,
a native of Paso Robles, Calif.
“He talks to the MTV generation and makes us realize how
good we have it.”

Yucca Valley #1 Chrysler Centers
USED CAR SUPERSTORE
#1 IN QUALITY AND SELECTION
01 FORD FOCUS

01 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL

GAS
SAVER

FULL
POWER

LOADED
LUXURY

108403

XTRA
CLEAN

Sale $4,888

06 JEEP LIBERTY

698683

Sale $6,888

ONLY
59,000
MILES

Sale $11,888

LOW
MILES

05 CHEVY MONE CARLO

671228

Sale $11,888

LOADED
LUXURY

FULL
POWER

Sale $13,888

LOADED

C27375

Sale $15,888

05 FORD F150

05 LINCOLN AVIATOR

4X4

A13135

Sale $18,888

LOW
MILEAGE
, NICE

106567

Sale $12,888

J29775

Sale $17,888

3RD SEAT
REAR A/C

05 PONTIAC GTO

422260

Sale $17,888

SHARP

06 FORD F250 LARIAT CREW CAB
LIFTED
DIESEL

LOADED

LUXURY

Sale $9,888

045083

Sale $26,888

FULL
POWER

03 FORD MUSTANG
GT

EXTRA
CLEAN

POWER
STROKE
DIESEL

293553

06 SUZUKI XL7

04 FORD F250 SUPER CAB
READY
FOR WORK

195877

Sale $6,888

FAMILY
SEDAN

4X4

SIGNATURE
SERIES

02 CHEVY SILVERADO
LOCAL
TRADE

160326

O4 LINCOLN TOWN CAR

FULL
POWER

172403

05 FORD TAURUS

ONLY
15,000
MILES

419957

Sale $12,888

SHARP

LET OUR FINANCE
POWER WORK
FOR YOU!
Get Pre-Approved
Today!
BAD CREDIT!
NO CREDIT!
NO PROBLEM!
FREE 24 HR. Credit
Check Hotline

1-877-22 DODGE
(36343)

Yucca Valley #1 Chrysler Centers
Bring Us Any Ad From Any Paper And Let Us Show You What We Can Do!
See us at, or (760) 367-1919
(760) 228-1818
55288 29 PALMS HWY, YUCCA VALLEY

72878 29 PALMS HWY, 29 PALMS

* Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. Photos are for illustration purposes only. ** On selected models. Offer ends close of business 9-30-08
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Combat Center Trader Ads
AUTOMOTIVE
2007 HARLEY DAVIDSON
SOFTAIL DELUXE Less
than 2k miles. Under warranty until 2014 (transferable). Custom pipes, huge
saddlebags, windshield, etc.
$19k o.b.o. Serious inquiries
only, 401-4708. 9/12/08
2001 HARLEY DAVIDSON
FLHRCI. Black. Outstanding
condition, 16,100 miles.
Stage I Kit. Chrome hand
control, inner primary, transmission interface, completely
chromed out, alarm, pipes
(Hooker tune flow), braided
cables. All service done by
certified Harley Davidson
personnel. $11,000. Call
819-1677 ask for Bo. 8/22/08
The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednesday, the upcoming Friday’s
paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available
at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

2004 KAWASAKI KFX700
V-force, 6 PLY holes hot
XCT’s, Sand Star Paddles
mounted, $3,200 OBO. Call
819-9353. 8/22/08
2006 V-6 DARK GREEN
TOYOTA TUNDRA extended
king cab. 50,000 original miles
with one owner. Regularly serviced. AM/FM/CD Tape and
back-up TV camera and monitor. Selling for $12,750. Call
285-3316. 8/22/08
JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE,
1994, locked, lifted and
loaded. Good transportation
and great 4x4. $5,700 OBO.
Call 285-2301. 8/8/08

MISC.
LARGE
B R E A K F R ONT
CHINA CABINET. Oak finish. $300. firm. Call Stephen
at 567-0400. 9/2/08
THOUSANDS OF COL LECTIBLE
B ASEB ALL,
FOOTBALL, STAR TREK &
STAR WARS CARDS (Also
some basketball) Many dollars below appraised value.
Call Stephen at 567-0400.
9/26/08
PAPILLON PUPPY - AKC,
Tri color, Male, $600.
Michelle 285-2302. 9/26/08

XBOX SYSTEM, w/ 4 controllers and 5 games: Halo
2, Ghost Recon 2, First to
Fight, NCAA Football 2005,
Tiger Woods PGA 2005.
$175. Call (210) 878-5920.
9/26/08
LARGE DOG KENNEL.
$25 o.b.o. Call 910-9300 or
673-9252. 9/12/08
3-YEAR-OLD PUREBRED
WHITE
PEKINGESE,
house-broken, shots up to
date. $300 o.b.o. Call (760)
910-9300 or 673-9252.
9/12/08

W H I T E WR O U G H T I R ON
TRUNDLE DAYBED w/ two
mattresses. $140. Entertainment center $50. Call 3673793. 9/12/08
ALPHA COAT 40 R $60.
S/S Creighton Size M w/Gy
Chevrons
$20.
L/S
Creighton Size 16 1/2-33
w/Gy Chevrons $20. Alpha
Coat 44 R w/Gy Chevrons
$65. Blues Coat 42 R w/Gy
Chevrons $45. Please call
277-5338. 8/29/08

2005 SIERRA SPORT TOY
HAULER, 37’, to much to list,
excellent condition. $30,500
OBO. Call 285-2301. 8/8/08

AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD,
red tri, spayed female, 9
months old, very smart, all
shots, $100. 364-1133.
9/26/08

5-MONTH-OLD WASHER,
excellent condition. $200
o.b.o. Call 910-9300 or 6739252. 9/12/08

LARGE ARMOIRE/COM PUTER DESK. 72”h x 42” w x
23” d. Cost: $500, Sell $150.
USMC medallions. 9 pure silver. Some hand painted. All in
presentation boxes. All cost
$35-$40. Sell All $300. Call
Bill 367-6030. 8/29/08

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address. If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.
The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified ads
containing items of personal
property offered by and for
individuals authorized to use
this service. Such ads must
represent
incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.

Ads for housing rentals will
n o t b e c o n s i d e r ed f o r t h e
Combat Center Trader.
To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Marines pay homage to in honor of Pfc. Ernie Villarreal during
a memorial service Sept. 18 at the Combat Center’s Catholic
Chapel. Villarreal died Sept. 16 at Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital. He is survived by his wife, Wendy, and his three children, Haley, Maverick and Makayla.

MOURNS, from A1
and every one of us,” said Prince.
“We remember who they were and
how they were, and we strive to
become better because of them.”
Tears ran down the faces of
Villarreal’s friends and family as
Staff Sgt. Joel Daniel, Company B
gunnery sergeant, Headquarters
Battalion, played “Amazing Grace”
on the bagpipes. The music echoed
through the chapel.
As the music faded away, Lt.
Col. Thomas Gordon, battalion
commander, 1st Tanks, spoke to
the
congregation
about
Villarreal’s life and his family.
“Each of us, in our own words
and thoughts, are aware of the
enormity of Ernie’s life and
death,” said Gordon. “We can’t
take away the pain and trials but
we can celebrate Ernie’s life.”
Gordon continued to speak
about how Villarreal constantly
looked out for his fellow Marines,
regardless of their rank. He
opened his house to the Marines
and sailors of 1st Tanks if they
wanted to do laundry or just relax

NCO, from A3
alternate hangout for NCOs.
“If you don’t have a place to
go and be with your friends
who are NCO’s and just watch
the football game, you’re stuck
hanging out at the barracks. I
know personally I like to get out
every now and then, and having

and watch football.
“I remember waking up at
Ernie’s house and his entire living
room floor would be covered by
sleeping Marines,” said Lance
Cpl. Edward Ramirez, weapons
repairman, 1st Tanks.
Close friends of Villarreal were
also asked to speak on behalf of
his life and how he positively
affected those who knew him.
“I feel bad for the people who
will never have the privilege of
meeting him,” said Lance Cpl.
Kyle Jackson, an infantry
weapons
repairer
with
Headquarters
and
Service
Company. “He had the ability to
talk to you and make all your
problems and pains go away.
“We need more people like
Ernie in this world,” continued
Jackson. Following the last
speech, taps was played and
everyone was given an opportunity to approach Villarreal’s memorial stand for one last goodbye.
After the memorial service, 20
Marines traveled to El Paso for
Villarreal’s funeral and to support
the family he left behind.
a place right here on base seems
to be a pretty obvious choice as
far as convenience goes,”
Benson said.
The NCO club is open weeknights from 4:30 p.m. and stays
open from 8:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
depending on their business.
For more information contact
the NCO club at 830-4140.

FOR
SALE
DOUBLE
MOBILE HOME for $25K
OBO. On base for active duty,
free util, 2 sheds, Jacuzzi.
333-3823. 8/29/08
BICENTENNIAL HISTORY
OF USMC. Proof set of 24
solid silver medals from
1974. $1,000 firm. Call 3676030. 8/29/08
CHIHUAHUA/TERRIER
PUPPIES 6 wks old 1st set
of shots Adorable and Playful $250 Please call 9109516. 8/22/08
2 0 0 7 B OW F L E X B L A Z E
Brand new used once Retail
$1,100 Selling for $650
OBO Please call 910-9516.
8/22/08
VARIOUS ELECTR ONICS
Please
call
910-9516.
8/22/08
approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Center Trader is not used for commercial real estate endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions
please call 830-3762.
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2004 AUDI A6 2.7T S-LINE

VIN 096862 / STK PC1010

16,995

$

2004 INFINITI G35

VIN 108153 / STK PC1007

17,995

$

2006 LINCOLN TOWN CAR DESIGNER SEDAN

VIN 646014 / STK P1556

19,995

$

2005 INFINITI G35 COUPE

VIN 417690 / STK PC1006

22,995

$

2006 MERCEDES-BENZ E350

VIN 819536 / STK PC1001

25,995

$

2007 HONDA ACCORD SE

VIN 025170 / STK PC1011

17,995

$

2006 JAGUAR X-TYPE 3.0L

VIN E88956 / STK P1553

18,995

$

2006 BMW 325i

VIN R66075 / STK PC1003

21,995

$

2005 VW NEW BEETLE GLS TURBO CONV.

VIN 365522 / STK PC1004

2003 INFINITI Q45 PREMIUM SEDAN

VIN 102012 / STK PC1008

23,995

$

2007 MERCEDES-BENZ C230

VIN 909611 / STK PC1009

25,995

$

18,995

$

2005 MERCEDES-BENZ E320

VIN 608599 / STK PC1013

22,995

$

2007 BMW 328i

2005 LAND ROVER LR3 SE

VIN 302053 / STK PC1014

17,995

$

VIN G49588 / STK P1564

24,995

$

2006 MERCEDES-BENZ CLK350

VIN 196561 / STK PC1012

28,995

$

(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY
All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.
*Discounts and Rebates Include $7,000 Customer Retail Rebate and $500 FMCC Cash. Must Finance through Ford Motor Credit. Standard Rates Apply.

