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GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT..  SSCCOOTTTT  DDUUNNNN

Battlefield corpsmen are largely respon-
sible for the decreased number of casu-
alties dying from combat wounds in the
Long War.

PPFFCC..  KKEEVVIINN  MM..  BBEEEEBBEE  JJRR..
HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The ratio of casual-
ties dying from combat wounds in the Long War,
less than one in ten, is lower than that of recent
20th-century wars, including Operation Desert
Storm, according to a recent comparison study.

The Center for Strategic and International
Studies has shown 9.7 percent of wounded
American service members died in Operation
Iraqi Freedom, a contrasting figure to 22 percent
in Vietnam and 17 percent in Desert Storm.

Rear Adm. William M. Roberts, medical offi-
cer of the Marine Corps, said vast improve-
ments in combat casualty care are to thank for
present-day survivability; moreover, Marines
and sailors not in the medical field are doing a
welcomed share of the lifesaving.

Prevention, training and education, as well
as actual battlefield treatment, are saving lives.

In Iraq, medical treatment has moved clos-
er to the fight and on a grander scale than in
the past, staying available within one-hour
rings around combat operations. Known as
the “golden hour,” this time of opportunity is
the first 60 minutes after a severe trauma
injury. If the wounded can receive swift med-
ical attention in this time, they have the great-
est chance of survival.

Marines and field corpsmen alike know and
administer “buddy” first aid. “I think (the sur-
vival rate) has a lot to do with the quickness in
which medical attention is received,” said
Seaman Greg Norman, a corpsman with 3rd
Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment. This immediate,

Combat casualties surviving at higher rate

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Sgt. Maj. Michael Kufchak, 7th Marine Regiment sergeant
major, receives the regimental colors from Col. Randall P.
Newman after Newman assumed command of the regiment.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Lt. Col. Michael P. Hubbard relinquished
command of 7th Marine Regiment to
Col. Randall P. Newman in a change-of-
command ceremony at Lance Cpl.
Torrey L. Gray Field Wednesday.

Hubbard, a native of Lynchburg,

Va., assumed command in June and will
continue to serve the regiment as its
executive officer.

Newman, a native of Economy, Ind.,
came to the regiment from the Office of
the Secretary of Defense where he served
as a military assistant for the executive
secretary of the Department of Defense.

After the invocation by Navy Lt.
Cmdr. Andrew Wade, chaplain with
Headquarters Company, 7th Marines
and the marching on of the colors,
Marines from Headquarters Company,

Magnificent 7th welcomes new CO

See REGIMENT, A11

See CASUALTIES, A10

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Col. Randall P. Newman, commanding officer of 7th Marine Regiment, stands at atten-
tion next to Lt. Col. Michael P. Hubbard, 7th Marines’ executive officer, during a pass and
review of the regiment after assuming the duty of regimental commander at a change-
of-command ceremony at the Combat Center’s Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Tuesday.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Nathan Ernst and Mike Gorski of Adaptive
Materials Inc. prepare a prototype system
for connection to a computer system for
the 2008 Director Defense Research and
Engineering Wearable Power Prize com-
petition at Del Valle Field Sunday.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center is hosting the first-ever
Wearable Power Prize competition at Del
Valle Field from Sept. 23 through Saturday in
support of Defense Research and
Engineering.

The competition, dubbed the 2008
Director Defense Research and Engineering
Wearable Power Prize, is hosted by Dr.
William S. Rees Jr., Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense for Laboratories and Basic Science.

“This competition is a large-scale public

method to develop and test power systems for
the equipment that our warfighters carry,”
wrote Rees in a sponsorship message
brochure about the competition. “These par-
ticipants have produced a wide variety of
technical ways to generate power for a sus-
tained period of time in a small package.”

The intent of the competition is to grant a
first place prize of $1 million to the individual
or team who creates a wearable power system
that meets the requirements to be used by
modern warfighters. Second and third place

$1 mil at stake for uniform power system

See UNIFORM, A9
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CALLING JANE EYRE

Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, nation-
al origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor
of the purchaser, user or patron. Editorial con-
tent is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All
photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the
Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417,
during normal working hours at (760) 830-6213
or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.

Editor Cpl. Michael S. Cifuentes
Press Chief Sgt. Regina N. Ortiz
Layout, Design Leslie Shaw

Public Affairs Officer Jennie E. Haskamp
Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox
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Observation Post

Centerspeak

COMPANY K, 3RD BATTALION, 11TH

MARINE REGIMENT

“Iwould have the PX
open earlier, because

every now and then I’ll lose
something that they don’t

always sell at the 7-day store.”

PFC. BRANDON SELWAY MAJ. BRYAN BOYLE

EXERCISE SUPPORT DIVISION,
HEADQUARTERS BATTALION

“I‘d change the location of
Lake Bandini so the base
no longer smells.”

3RD COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION

“Iwouldn’t treat the O-
Course as a range, so I

don’t have to call, schedule it, get
a radio, contact BEARMAT and
request to go hot, just so I can
take my Marines there to PT.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

If there was one thing you could change about the
Combat Center, what would it be?

STAFF SGT. DANIEL BELEC

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine
Corps, under exclusive written contract with the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the military services. Contents of the
Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the United States Government, the
DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts
and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by
the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert Publishing of
the services advertised.
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Huge hit
6. “Animal House”

getups
11.Seuss’s cat container
14.Skier’s wear
15.Impossible to miss
16.Part of a prof ’s 

e-mail address
17.End of the 

Napoleon 
palindrome

19.Fleming, who 
created Dr. No

20.Recycled item
21.Ping-Pong ball 

applications
22.Vibes
24.Hollywood hopeful
26.Sidelines cheer
27.Suffix with auction
28.Ring hold
32. Poetic dawns
35.Talk show host 

Hannity

36.__ survivor
37.“What am __?”

(auction query)
38.Like a moonscape
39.Eliot Ness, e.g.
40.In the flesh
41.Paper mill material
42.__ a clue (isignorant)
43.Subject of Jose 

Canseco’s ‘Juiced’
45.King in 1922 news
46.Tenant’s burden
47.Lighten up
51.Ditch digger’s tool
53.Chips or popcorn,

perhaps
55.__ polloi
56.Fish in garden pond
57.One way to vanish
60.Botch the job
61.Swab’s time off
62.Like St. Olaf
63.__ Willie Winkie
64.Boston airport
65.Swarming pests

DDOOWWNN
1. Job details, briefly
2. Corday’s victim
3. Where the action is
4. Schuss, say
5. Gives a hard time to
6. Namely, in legalese
7. “Hansel and 

Gretel” prop
8. Salon goos
9. Wall Streeter, for 

short
10.Risked, as a wager
11.Passed-down 

valuables
12.Paradise evictee
13.Ahi, e.g.
18.Mimicking one
23.“You’re in good 

hands” company
25.Produced a likeness

of
26.Reb’s foe
28.Makes well
29.OK Corral name

30.Tartan-sporting 
group

31.Role for Reeve or 
Reeves

32.Wire measures
33.Passing notice
34.Leeds is on it
35.Variety of poker
38.Rod at a pig roast
42.Corn grower’s task
44.Former SpeakerTip
45.Dash gauge
47.Polished off
48.Surname at Tara
49.Pass off as genuine
50.Shows the door to
51.Distort, as a story
52.Sponge feature
53.Without a date
54.__ Scotia lox
58.Opposite of paleo-
59.“Smoking or __?”

Employee Spotlight
NNaammee:: Sal Martinez
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Consolidated Material Support Center,
General Services Administration, assistant manager.
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: General Services Administration
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: To fill in for all managerial duties
when the manager is not present, special orders
and requests made to GSA.
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Roseville, Calif.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Golfing and motorcycle riding.
WWhhaatt  DDoo  YYoouu  LLiikkee  MMoosstt  AAbboouutt  YYoouurr  JJoobb:: The
people I work with and the challenges that come
with supplying the Combat Center.
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: Air Force, 4 years
TTiimmee  AAtt  TThhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: 10 years

[[SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA1111]]

TTYYLLEERR  PPAATTTTEERRSSOONN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The American Cancer
Society estimates that more than 180,000 new cases of breast cancer will
be diagnosed in 2008, making breast cancer the second most common
form of cancer in American women.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month is dedicated to one of the most pow-
erful tools in your anti-cancer arsenal: knowledge. Proper prevention and
detection are easily handled by simply making a few smart lifestyle choic-
es and scheduling regular screenings.

WWhhaatt  CCaauusseess  BBrreeaasstt  CCaanncceerr??
While no one knows exactly what causes breast cancer to develop in

some people and not in others, science has identified many high risk fac-
tors which increase an individual’s chances of developing it. You can
avoid many of these risk factors simply by making some healthy choices.

• Exercise. In addition to its many other benefits, studies suggest peo-
ple who exercise have a decreased chance of developing any cancer, not
just breast cancer.

• Quit smoking. Not only will your heart, lungs, and mouth thank
you, but after a few years, your added risk of developing any cancer
will drop substantially.

• Maintain a healthy body weight. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention lists being overweight as a cancer risk factor. Even if exercise
isn’t for you, you can still keep trim without breaking a sweat. Walk for 10
minutes a night and see a nutritionist to get off to a great start.

• Limit your alcohol consumption. Having more than one drink a day
is considered a high risk factor.

TTRRIICCAARREE  HHaass  YYoouu  CCoovveerreedd
TRICARE provides a robust benefit to help you screen for and identi-

fy this potentially life-threatening but curable problem, including physical
examinations for women 40 and older. Annual mammograms for women
39 and older, or 35 and older for those at high risk of developing breast
cancer are also covered.

AAnn  OOuunnccee  ooff DDeetteeccttiioonn……
Even if you engage in no high- or moderate-risk behavior, it is still pos-

sible to develop breast cancer, which is why scheduling regular examina-
tions is so important. The best approach to early detection incorporates
both monthly self-examinations and annual mammography.

For more information about your TRICARE entitlement visit
TriWest’s Web site, http://www.triwest.com. You may also contact
TriWest directly at 1-888-TRIWEST (874-9378). To learn more about
your self-examination options and breast cancer itself, try visiting
http://www.cancer.gov and http://www.breastcancer.org.

TRICARE Tips for Breast Cancer Prevention



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center welcomed the
opening of The Core, a new eight-
seat personal computer gaming
center, at The Zone recreational
center Monday.

“It’s a PC gaming center for
active duty Marines and sailors,”
said Guy Thompson, an informa-
tion technology specialist for
Marine Corps Community
Services. “It’s a good way to keep
Marines occupied; it’s a place to
have a good time.”

Thompson, a native of
Fayetteville, N.C., said the center,
which is sponsored by the Drug
Demand Reduction program,
offers top of the line computers
and equipment worth an estimat-
ed $150,000.

He said the goal of The Core is
to recognize the Combat Center’s
avid gamers by offering custom
built mouse pads, headphones,
keyboards and 24-inch liquid crys-
tal display panels.

“All the components are
expressly for gaming,” said
Thompson who built each $4,000
PC tower by hand.

For example the keyboards at
The Core have additional keys so
players can modify their boards to
meet their personal gaming needs,
and the mouse pads allow for
greater control of the mouse when
playing a first-person shooting
game.

Games currently being offered
include “Halo 2,” “Star Wars
Battlefront,” and “Ghost Recon
Advanced Warfighter,” while addi-
tional titles to be added in the
future include “Crysis: Warhead,”
“Brothers in Arms: Hell's
Highway,” and “Fallout 3.”

In addition to game updates, the
PC systems will also be kept up to
date, with technical refreshes occur-
ring every six months and four addi-

tional seats coming in mid-October.
“My goal is to outspend the

Pfc. in his room,” said Thompson.
Beth Ayash, DDR coordinator,

said in 2003 Headquarters Marine
Corps released a substance abuse
version of the popular PC game
“First to Fight” to train Marines
on how to identify symptoms of
substance abuse and to start a
Corps-wide effort to educate
Marines through means they can
identify with.

Thompson said he, along with
DDR and MCCS, led a combined
18-month effort to make the cen-
ter a reality.

“MCCS put in a lot of financial
commitment to make this hap-
pen,” said Thompson.

Ayash said the mission of DDR
is to provide educational awareness
and deterrent programs, such as
The Core, for Marines and sailors.

“If you’re using drugs you can’t
be mission capable,” said Ayash, a
native of Atlanta.

In addition to providing
Marines with a drug-and alcohol-
free alternative, The Core also pro-
vides Marines and sailors with the
means to socially interact with their
brothers-in-arms and play on top
of the line equipment without pay-
ing for their own systems, she said.

“This also provides Marines
with systems they may not be able
to afford,” said Ayash.

Alexandria Waldeck, an adminis-
trative assistant at SMP said they
were  happy to support DDR and
are excited because it offers Marines
and sailors free entertainment.

“That’s really important,” said
Waldeck, who is the wife of Lance
Cpl. James Waldeck, a rifleman with
Company B, 1st Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment. “We’re trying
really hard to keep the guys involved
and entertained at the base.”

Waldeck said SMP staff will

help with providing games, reserv-
ing service members seats, and
making sure the center is enjoyed.

When first arriving at the center,
attendees will be expected to fill
out a simple registration form with
their first and last name, rank, and
unit. Once that is complete players
may occupy a seat for one hour.

Players may be asked to leave
their military identification card
with the recreational center staff
when checking out games, and
once the additional four seats are
added in October, gamers will
have the opportunity to reserve
one of those four seats for up to
four hours at a time.

“The future is going to be
bright for this,” said Thompson.

Up next for The Core, a War
Hammer Online Rally is scheduled
for Oct. 21 at 6 p.m. Food and
refreshments will be provided.

The Zone will be adding more
video game systems and pool
tables in the near future, as well as
new foosball and ping pong tables.

The SMP Haunted House  will
be Oct. 30 and 31 from twilight to
10 p.m. Participants must be at
least 13 years old to enter.

For more information about
The Core or The Zone recreational
center call 830-8454 or visit
http://www.mccs29palms.com/pa
ges/gymsRec/theCore.html

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA33 OOCCTTOOBBEERR 33,,  22000088

FFRRII..  1100//33 FFRRII..  1100//33  &&  SSAATT..  1100//44

SSAATT..  1100//44

FFRRII..  1100//33  &&  SSAATT..  1100//44 FFRRII..  1100//33  TTHHRRUU  SSUUNN..  1100//55
SSoolliidd  RRaayy  WWooooddss  SSoouull
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Pappy & Harriet’s,
53688 Pioneertown Rd.
Pioneertown
For more info call 365-5956

CCrreeeeddeennccee  CClleeaarrwwaatteerr
RReevviissiitteedd  &&  AAmmeerriiccaa
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino,
46-200 Harrison Pl., Coachella
For more info call (800) 585-3737
or visit http://www.spotlight29.com

JJeennnnii  RRiivveerraa
Time: Fri. at 9 p.m.. Sat. at 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort &
Spa, 49500 Seminole Dr.,
Cabazon. For more info call (800)
252-4499

FFRRII..  1100//33  &&  SSAATT..  1100//44
LLaasstt  22  cchhaanncceess  ffoorr
TThheeaattrree  2299’’ss  ““CCaammeelloott””
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Theatre 29, 
73637 Sullivan Rd. 29 Palms.
For more info call 361-4151 

SSAATT..  1100//44  &&  SSUUNN..  1100//55

SSttaarrrryy  NNiigghhttss  FFeessttiivvaall
Time: Fri. 6-10 p.m.. Sat. 2-10 p.m.
Where: Hi-Desert Nature
Museum, 57090 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7212 

OOrrcchhiidd  FFeessttiivvaall  iinn  LLaannddeerrss
Time: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Where: Gubler Orchids, 
2200 Belfield Blvd., Landers
For more info call 
(800) GUBLERS or visit
http://www.SunsetRotary.com

AArrtt  OOppeenniinngg:: AArrtt  QQuueeeenn
““SSaaiinnttss  &&  CCrroosssseess  22000088””
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Art Queen, 
61855 29 Palms Hwy., 
Joshua Tree, For more info
visit http://www.sharielf.com

SSAATT..  1100//44 SSAATT..  1100//44
CCoonncceerrtt:: GGrreettcchheenn  WWiillssoonn
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino, 84-245 Indio Springs
Pkwy. Indio.For more info (800)
827-2946 or http://www.fantasy
springsresort.com

SSUUNN..  1100//55
AArrtt  RReecceeppttiioonn:: RRoobbeerrtt  AArrnneetttt,,
AAnnddyy  WWeeddddiinnggttoonn
Time: 12 – 3 p.m.
Where: 29 Palms Art Gallery,
74055 Cottonwood Dr., 29 Palms
For more info call 367-7819 or visit
http://www.29palmsartgallery.com

TThhee  DDeesseerrtt  RRuunn  OOHHVV,, bbeenneeffiittiinngg
MMoorroonnggoo  BBaassiinn  SSeeaarrcchh  &&  RReessccuuee
Time: 4:00 pm
Where:Johnson Valley OHV Park.
Hwy. 247 @ Bessemer Mine Rd.
For more info call 365-8185

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 10/3/08 -  10/9/08 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 COMING SOON
 10/10:

 *Body of Lies
 *The Express

 Beverly Hills Chihuahua

 (PG)
 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45,  7:00

 Lakeview Terrace

 (PG13)
 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45,  7:00

 Nick & Nora’s 
 Infinite Playlist

 (PG13)
 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45,  7:00

 Eagle Eye

 (PG13)
 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45,  7:00

 NEED EXTRA 
 INCOME?

 W ork from home.  E arn
 U nlimited amounts of 
 Cash. Call anytime, 24 

 Hour Free Recorded 
 Message.

 (800) 985-8451 
 ext 101.

 Call Now!

 WARNING:
 Do not call any Cell 

 Phone company until 
 you listen to this 24HR 
 Free Recorded Message.

 (800) 985-8451 ext 
 100.

 Call Now!

 Save Money

 Hi-Desert Star 
 & Desert Trail

 365-3315  — 367-3577 

 Your Community Newspapers, 
 Working to Serve You Better!

 Save Money
 Hi-Desert Publishing Company

 introduces
 Online Grocery Coupons

 Thanks to our partnership with
  Quanta Network LLC

 You can start saving money

 Visit one of our web sites.
 www.hidesertstar.com
 www.deserttrail.com
 www.op29online.com

 Look for the Print 
 Free Coupons Link 

 Button on the Home 
 Page. C lick on and
 sign up to get your 

 Free Grocery 
 Coupons

 To print the coupons, you’ll need to activate the 
 SmartSource Coupon Printer. Follow the 

 instructions that come up after hitting the print 
 button. After activation you can print as many 

 coupons as you like as often as you like.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Pvt. Jonathan Rhodes, a rifleman with Company K, 3rd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment, plays Halo 2 at Combat Center’s new 8-
seat personal computer gaming center dubbed The Core at The
Zone Recreational Center Sept 29.

The Core welcomes Combat Center gamers



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s
Marksmanship Training Unit
began the Commanding General’s
Intramural Rifle and Pistol
Matches Thursday.

Nearly 30 Marines from
MTU and the Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics
School began the competition
after the opening ceremony
Thursday morning at MTU.

“These matches are designed
to bring Marines together in a
competitive environment that
focuses completely on the funda-
mentals of marksmanship,” said
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Fredrick
T. Keeney, MTU range officer-in-
charge. “It gives the Marines a
chance to come shoot and be
hailed for their skills.

“The most important thing is
when we send the Marines back
to their units, they will be able to
teach their fellow Marines about
the fundamentals of marksman-
ship,” he added.

In these intramurals, the
Marines will not only be competing
to see who is the best marksman
with a rifle and pistol, they will also
be conducting their annual

weapons qualifications and earning
the combat marksmanship coach
military occupational specialty.

“The way this works can bene-
fit the Marine Corps as a whole,”
said Keeney, a Spring Hill, Kan.,
native. “By earning the combat
marksmanship coach MOS, they
can pass their knowledge along to
their fellow Marines when they go
back to their units.”

Before the tournament began,
the 28 shooters attended six-hour
classes for three days that exten-
sively covered the fundamentals of
marksmanship, he added. The
classes included knowledge of
weapons handling, firing positions,
coaching techniques and many
other facets of marksmanship.

The shooters are now on the
second day of the two-and-a-half
week competition, which features
firing tables on every MTU rifle
and pistol range.

For the rifle, they will be follow-
ing the division match course of
fire, which consists of a 20-round
slow fire from the standing posi-
tion at 200 yards, a 10-round rapid
fire with a reload in the sitting
position at 200 yards, another 10-
round rapid fire in the prone from
300 yards, and a 20-round slow fire
in the prone from 500 yards.

Other firing courses will be

mixed in, like team shooting,
where two Marines must fire on
the same target, synchronizing
their shots to complete the course
of fire. The shooters will also
have to complete written exami-
nations during the competition to
qualify for the combat marks-
manship coach MOS.

Keeney said although marks-
manship has always been a staple of
Marine Corps tradition, the art of
competitive shooting in the Marine
Corps goes back to the turn of the
20th century when Marines would
compete in the National Rifle

Association and Competition in
Arms Program matches.

Staff Sgt. Gabriel Green, a
MCCES instructor and one of the
competitors, feels the intramurals
and other competitive shooting
matches are highly beneficial to
the Marine Corps’ mission.

Green said the Marines com-
ing out to shoot can not only
learn the fundamentals of marks-
manship in depth here, but can
advance to other matches
throughout the Marine Corps and
gain even more knowledge to
carry with them.

The Marines’ comprehen-
sion of marksmanship will not
only benefit them, but their
units as well, he added. When

AA44 OOCCTTOOBBEERR 33,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

HOT TOPICS
MMCCCCEESS  FFUUNN  RRUUNN

The 6th consecutive Marine
Corps Communications-
Electronics School Fun Run
is scheduled for 7 a.m., Oct.
31. This event will include a
5K Halloween costume con-
test fun run, a 10K race, an
individual half-marathon,
and a five-person team half-
marathon. The start/finish
line is located in front of
MCCES building 1831.
Register in advance and
receive a T-shirt (large and
X-large available.)  The regis-
tration tent will open at 5:30
a.m. Prizes will be awarded
for the best Halloween cos-
tumes. Medals will go to the
top three overall and age
group male and female fin-
ishers (12-19; 20-29; 30-39;
40+) for the 5K, 10K and
individual half-marathon.
Also, medals will go to the
1st, 2nd and 3rd place five-
member team half-marathon
competition. Runners are
eligible for multiple awards.
Finisher certificates to all fin-
ishers. Point contact is Capt.
Jason Roberts at 830-6786.

BBLLOOOODD  DDRRIIVVEE
TTOODDAAYY

There will be a blood drive at
the West Gym parking lot
today from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
There will also be another
blood drive Oct. 17 at the
same location.

FFIIRREE  PPRREEVVEENNTTIIOONN
CCHHIILLII  LLUUNNCCHH  

Pre-sale tickets are now on
sale for the 11th Annual Chili
Lunch at Combat Center Fire
Department on Oct. 10.
Tickets are discounted at $2
each ($3 at the door) and are
good for a bowl of firehouse
chili or a hot dog -- all pro-
ceeds are donated to charity
via the annual Combined
Federal Campaign. For tickets
contact your fire inspector or
call the Fire Administration
Office at 830-5239.

OOCCTT  55::  KKIIDDSS  PPFFTT  
The next Kids' PFT will be
held on Sunday from 2 - 4 p.m.
at the Community Center.
This program matches chil-
dren of those forward
deployed with Marines and
sailors to provide positive role
models, establish community
ties, and promote physical
activity through free play. For
more information or to regis-
ter, please email kidspft
29palms@live.com or call the
Protestant Chapel at 830-6464.
Visit our blog to see pictures
from previous events and
helpful hints: http://kid-
spft29palms.blogspot.com.

See MTU, A8

MUSD, Combat Center revamp services for special needs students
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When it comes to education, the Combat
Center’s school liaison, Exceptional Family
Member Program, and the Morongo Unified
School District work together to ensure one
thing – all MUSD students are offered the
best education possible.

This is the intent for all students, but the
focus on students who have special needs has
resulted in modifications of MUSD’s Learning
Disabled Program that started this year.

“In an effort to ensure a quality and com-
pliant educational program for students with
disabilities participating in the LD Program –
kindergarten through sixth grade – the
Morongo Unified School District has recently
implemented grade-level format changes
within the program,” said Kathi Papp, Special
Education Local Plan Area director, MUSD,
and a native of Hastings, Neb.

The change in format will decrease the
grade span from seven grade levels within a
classroom to three to four, and in some class-
es, less than that. For example, within
Twentynine Palms there are four elementary
schools and depending on the child’s grade, he
or she will attend either Twentynine Palms
Elementary School or Oasis Elementary

School, according to a letter sent in May from
the school district to the parents of the chil-
dren affected by the change.

“Previously, all students in the elementary
LD Program had been clustered in multi-grade
classrooms,” explained Papp. “This format
required primary-aged students, kindergarten,
first, second and third grade, to be placed in
classrooms with upper elementary-aged stu-
dents, fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders.

“This often created a less than ideal situa-
tion for both the students and the teachers.
Teachers assigned to these classrooms were
responsible for up to seven grade level cur-
riculums, as well as the social and emotional
well-being of their students,” she continued.

Now, a kindergarten through third grade
class and a fourth grade class of the LD
Program has been established at Twentynine
Palms Elementary. Fifth and sixth grade class-
es have been established at Oasis Elementary.
The district provides transportation to stu-
dents who are required to go to a school out-
side of their attendance area.

“The MUSD has targeted the problems in
the past and provided a solution,” said Titus
Burns, EFMP manager and an Indianapolis
native. “This [the changes made to the LD
Program] provides more one-on-one atten-
tion, enhancing opportunities to learn.”

Tina Paulson, the Combat Center’s school
liaison from Tucson, Ariz., agreed.

“This is a very good thing,” she said.
“There is much more one-on-one teaching,
smaller classes, individual care and education

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

In an effort to ensure a quality and compli-
ant educational program for students with
disabilities, the Morongo Unified School
District has recently implemented grade-
level format changes within the program.

MTU aims high for intramurals

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Gunnery Sgt. Anthony Ruffo, the Headquarters Battalion opera-
tions chief, uses a spotting scope to find his shot on his target 200
yards away during the Commanding General’s Intramural Rifle
and Pistol Matches at the rifle range Thursday.

See MUSD, A9
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CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center mixed martial
arts team claimed the novice team
trophy in its third amateur grap-
pling tournament in San
Bernardino, Saturday.

Seven team members from
Fight Club 29 fought in the
Grapplers Tournament Extreme
at the Army National Guard
armory in San Bernardino, Calif.,
bringing home a total of three
gold medals, two silver and one
bronze, said Mark M. Geletko,
Fight Club 29 head coach.

Of the seven fighters, four have
fought in previous grappling tour-
naments with the team.

Omar Askew, the team’s welter-
weight competitor, has competed
in three grappling tournaments in
the past and was one of the fight-
ers who took home the gold.

Askew said he believes attitude
and good technique are the corner-
stones to winning a solid fight.

“I think the reason I won this
tournament is because I was able
to walk out onto the mat relaxed
and calm,” said Askew, an Atlanta
native. “When you keep your
patience, you’re able to maneuver
and manipulate the match and
execute your moves. You can
respond to your opponent and lis-
ten to the instructions your coach
gives you at the same time.”

David Dew, junior mid-
dleweight fighter, fought his way
to gold through three opponents
as if he was not a beginner fighter,
said Geletko.

Brian Perez, a middleweight
competitor who also won gold,
said he believes physical condition-
ing is his strong point and there is
always room for improvement.

“I think I can work on every-
thing,” said the Blythe, Calif.,
native, about his performance.
“I can’t pinpoint any one thing
to improve on. You can always
get better.”

Fight Club 29 members domi-
nated the middleweight class to the
point where two fight club mem-
bers had to fight each other. Perez
stepped on the mat facing fellow
165-pound teammate Daniel

Marquez and came out on top.
Perez attributes the team’s

success on the mat to uncompro-
mising practice and training
endured by each member, as well
as the coaches.

“I’m not surprised the team did
so well,” Perez said. “We all trained
hard, and I fully expected everyone
to do as well as they did. I knew
from our hard work that we’d take
away the gold medals.”

John Romero, the team’s grap-
pling coach, played a major role in
the team’s success by leading rig-
orous ground fighting training,
said Geletko.

“He was our key to getting all

those wins through submissions,”
said the Pittsburgh native. “I think
our conditioning was a big reason
we got gold medals. You could see
at the ends of a lot of those fights
that our guys had a lot of gas left
when the opponents didn’t.”

Although the team did not fight
many matches due to the small
competitive field at the tourna-
ment, Gelekto said he was pleased
with their performance.

“I was pretty satisfied with
how the team did, especially com-
ing in with as many beginners as
we did,” he said.

Romero said he was equally
satisfied with the team’s accom-

plishments and hopes to watch
each member improve through
the progression of the grappling
quarter this winter.

“The team came a long way in
the short time we spent on the
ground,” said Romero, a Phoenix
native. “They did a great job, and
I’m proud of each one of them.
We just have to keep pushing and
making everyone better.”

The team is scheduled to com-
pete in another amateur Grapplers
Tournament Extreme in San
Diego in October, said Geletko.

To learn more about the team
or for a schedule of events call
830-6330.

Combat Center fighters take title at Grapplers Extreme

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Omar Askew, welterweight fighter with Fight Club 29, listens to his coach’s instructions while maintain-
ing side control of an opponent at Grapplers Tournament Extreme in San Bernardino, Calif., Saturday.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Fight Club 29 members who
won gold and silver medals
pose outside the Army National
Guard armory in San
Bernardino, Calif., after the
Grapplers Tournament Extreme
amateur competition Saturday.



AA66 OOCCTTOOBBEERR 33,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 55288 29 PALMS HWY, YUCCA VALLEY

 (760) 228-1818
 72878 29 PALMS HWY, 29 PALMS

 (760) 367-1919 S ee us at,  or
 Bring Us Any Ad From Any Paper And Let Us Show You What We Can Do!

 * Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and a ny emission testing charge. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Offer ends close of business  10-8-08

 Yucca Valley  # 1   Chrysler Centers Yucca Valley  # 1   Chrysler Centers # 1  

 Yucca Valley   # 1   Chrysler Centers Yucca Valley   # 1   Chrysler Centers Yucca Valley   # 1   Chrysler Centers

 #1 #1 #1

 LET OUR 
 FINANCE 
 POWER 
 WORK 

 FOR YOU!
 Get Pre-

 Approved 
 Today!
 BAD 

 CREDIT!  
  NO 

 CREDIT!
 NO 

 PROBLEM!
 FREE 24 

 HR. Credit 
 Check 
 Hotline

 1-877-22 
 DODGE

 (36343)

 USED CAR MEGASTORE  USED CAR MEGASTORE  USED CAR MEGASTORE 
       COME SEE WHY WE’RE THE #1        COME SEE WHY WE’RE THE #1        COME SEE WHY WE’RE THE #1 

 PREOWNED DEALER IN THE HI-DESERT PREOWNED DEALER IN THE HI-DESERT PREOWNED DEALER IN THE HI-DESERT

 INTRODUCING OUR “WALL OF VALUE” INTRODUCING OUR “WALL OF VALUE” INTRODUCING OUR “WALL OF VALUE”

 HARD TO FIND SPECIALTY VEHICLES HARD TO FIND SPECIALTY VEHICLES HARD TO FIND SPECIALTY VEHICLES

 MEGA SELECTION

 03 MUSTANG

 419957

 GT

  Sale $12,888
 SHARP

 05 CHRYSLER 
 CROSSFIRE

 046621

  Sale $17,888
 SHARP

 SPORTY

  Sale $11,888

 O4 LINCOLN 
 TOWN CAR

 671226
 LOADED 
 LUXURY

 07 LINCOLN 
 TOWN CAR

 618791

  Sale $18,888

 LUXURY

 LOADED 

 06 HARLEY
  FAT BOY

 6Y025023

  Sale $12,888

 LOADED 
 WITH 

 EXTRAS

 ONLY 
 7,500 
 MILES

 05 FORD 
 MUSTANG GT

 180763

  Sale $19,888
 SUPER 

 CHARGED

 ONLY 
 9.000 
 MILES

 07 SATURN SKY

 124512

  Sale $21,888

 EXTRA 
 SHARP!!

 CONVERTIBLE

 01 FORD FOCUS

 108403

  Sale $3,888

 XTRA 
 CLEAN

 GAS 
 SAVER

 01 LINCOLN 
 CONTINENTAL

 698683

  Sale $6,888

 LOADED 
 LUXURY

  Sale $6,888

 05 FORD 
 TAURUS

 160326

 FULL 
 POWER

 FAMILY 
 SEDAN

 05 CHEVY 
 CAVALIER

 137019

  Sale $6,888

 GAS 
 SAVER

 AUTO

 05 FORD RANGER 
 SUPER CAB

 A45506

  Sale $8,888

 LOCAL 
 TRADE

 READY 
 FOR 

 WORK

 04 CHRYSLER 
 P.T. CRUISER

 4T243528

  Sale $7,888

 LOCAL 
 TRADE

 GAS 
 SAVER

 98 FORD 
 EXPLORER

 WZA1625

  Sale $5,888

 4X4 
 LIMITED

 LOADED

 Sale $14,888

 07 FORD E250 
 CARGO

 DA28649

 ONLY 
 12.000 
 MILES

 LIKE 
 NEW

 Sale $12,888

 06 JEEP 
 LIBERTY

 172403

 FULL 
 POWER

 LOW 
 MILES

 Sale $13,888

 05 MONTE 
 CARLO

 195877

 FULL 
 POWER

 LOADED

 Sale $26,888

 O6 FORD F250 LARIAT 
 CREW CAB

 045083

 LIFTED 
 DIESEL

 ONLY 
 15,000 
 MILES

 Sale $18,888

 05 FORD F150

 A13135

 4X4
 LOW 

 MILEAGE 
 NICE

 Sale $17,888

 05 LINCOLN 
 AVIATOR

 J29775

 LOADED

 LUXURY

 Sale $15,888

 O4 FORD F250 
 SUPER CAB

 C27375

 READY 
 FOR 

 WORK
 POWER 
 STROKE 
 DIESEL

 Sale $17,888

 06 NISSAN 
 ALITIMA

 446638  SHARP

 Sale $17,888

 07 MERCURY 
 MILAN

 640753  LOADED

 Sale $16,888

 07 PONTIAC G6

 74216303  SPORTY

 Sale $15,888

 05 JEEP WRANGLER

 342410
 LONG 

 WHEEL 
 BASE

 Sale $12,888

 06 SUZUKI XL7

 106567
 4X4



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Effective Oct. 1, Marines will be
required to take the Combat
Fitness Test as part of training,
according to ALMAR 032/08.

The CFT will be mandatory in
both active duty semi-annual
training and reserve annual train-
ing Marine Corps-wide.

The first year of the CFT will
be the initial phase-in period in
which the score is determined as
either pass or fail, according to
the ALMAR. A scoring system
will be added next fiscal year after
the phase-in period is complete.

For Marines who have not yet
taken the CFT, like Sgt. Eric Milks,
an assultman with Company A, 1st
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, the
change in the nature of the test may
work to some Marines’ advantages.

Milks, a Hamburg, N.Y., native,
said he views the CFT as a wise
way to harden Marines’ bodies in
preparation for combat.

“You won’t always be in garri-
son,” said Milks. “I think it’s better
to do exercises in boots and uts
[utilities] and use things like ammo
[ammunition] cans because you
won’t always have a gym to go to
when you’re in country.”

Milks added that despite his

muscular build, he has never been
a strong runner.

“I’m really good at heavy lifting,
but endurance for long distance
running is something I just don’t
have,” he said. “I think the differ-
ence between the PFT [Physical
Fitness Test] and CFT will help
guys like me. It’ll expand the view
outside the realm of the PFT.”

Sgt. David Perwitt, a scout
sniper team leader with Weapons
Company, 3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment, said he believes
the CFT will offer a chance for
improvement for individuals who
normally struggle with PFTs.

“I think the CFT will be easier
for bigger, stronger guys,” said the
Klamath Falls, Ore., native. “It’s
annoying when the 125-pound guy
shows up and smokes everyone.”

Lance Cpl. Omar Bouquett, a
warehouse clerk with Exercise
Support Division, took his first
CFT June 20.

“Honestly, I can say that the
CFT is a lot faster-paced than the
PFT,” said Bouquett, a Miami
native. “In the CFT, you’re moving
all the time. There are different
things in the CFT that make it more
interesting than the PFT. Between
the two, I think people can really see
what their strengths are.”

In addition to the physical

aspect of the CFT, Marines also
view it as an opportunity to excel
in the ranks once a scoring system
is instigated.

Perwitt said he likes the idea of

the CFT transitioning to a scoring
system after its phase-in period.

“I don’t like the idea of it being
a pass or fail test,” he said. “Then
if you get guys who push them-

selves hard, they get no more than
the guys who (don’t put out).”

For more information about
the CFT, refer to the ALMAR or
to Marine Corps Order 6100.13.
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Lance Cpl. Scott Olson, rifleman with 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, performs bicep curls at the West Gym Tuesday. Bicep
curls are one form of exercise that can improve performance on
the Combat Fitness Test being implemented Oct. 1.

Combat Fitness Test official October 1; get ready
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the competitors return from the
intramurals or any other match,
they can begin training their fel-
low Marines so they can
improve their rifle and pistol
scores, and gain a new under-
standing of marksmanship.

Green said the matches will
also give Marines the opportunity

to familiarize themselves with
marksmanship more than once a
year during their annual qualifica-
tion time.

“Competitive shooting has a
season, just like any other sport,”
he said. “There are tournaments
going on Marine Corps-wide all
year long. Just think, if more
Marines came to these, it would
be a never-ending avalanche of

knowledge rolling downhill.”
Keeney agreed with Green,

saying he also feels the Marine
Corps is beginning to lose sight of
marksmanship as a necessity.

“I think the biggest thing about
the intramurals is that they put an
emphasis on marksmanship –
we’re beginning to lose focus on
it,” he said. “Many commanders
seem hesitant to let their Marines

come out and participate in the
intramurals because they may not
see the immediate benefit of it.

“When people think about the
Marines, three things come to
mind,” added Keeney. “They
remember us for shooting, physi-
cal fitness and our appearance,
like when we drill or the way we
wear our uniforms. I believe that,
over time, we as an institution

have lost some of our foundation
in marksmanship.”

After two-and-a-half weeks of
firing, the intramural matches will
wrap up Oct. 17 with a closing
ceremony conducted at MTU.
The Marines will return to their
units as combat marksmanship
coaches and be able to train their
fellow Marines to be more effi-
cient with their rifles and pistols.

MTU, from A4



to achieve success.
“Every student learns differently,

regardless of disabilities,” Paulson
continued. “Now, there still might
be different levels of disabilities, but
more one-on-one is available.”

Paulson’s primary mission is to
bridge the communication between
Combat Center families and
MUSD. Burns and the EFMP team
work specifically with families with
members who have special needs,
whether medical or educational.

Paulson and Burns have been
communicating with the district
and parents to make sure this
change is a smooth transition for
Combat Center families.

There are monthly meetings
between Heidi Burgett, the
Special Education Program man-
ager, Paulson, Burns and Papp to
discuss any issues or concerns,
brainstorm future parent and/or
teacher training and presentation
topics, and to ensure the lines of
communication remains open
and positive, said Papp.

If parents or family members
have questions or concerns in
regards to the school district,
Paulson or Burns help get the

answers and the concerns heard.
Also, if the district has anything
they need to voice to the families,
Paulson and Burns get the word
out to Combat Center personnel.

Burns and the EFMP team are
also there for families to help
advocate for the special needs
students’ education.

All students with disabilities
have an Individualized Education
Plan developed to specifically tar-
get their needs. A team of par-
ents, teachers, administrators and
outside agencies convene to dis-
cuss the most appropriate pro-
gram placement for the student’s
identified area of special educa-
tion, keeping in mind appropriate
and available services, said Papp.

When the IEP is presented to a
student’s parents or guardian,
Burns or one of the two EFMP
case workers are available at the
request of the parents or
guardians to attend the meeting to
ensure the most adequate services
are offered in the IEP, said Burns.

While Paulson and Burns work
diligently to meet the needs of the
families, the Community
Advisory Committee, established
by MUSD, provides parents,
community members and district

staff the opportunity to partici-
pate in discussions, decision-mak-
ing processes and evaluation of
the special education policies and
programs within the district.
Meetings are held four to five
times per school year, said Papp.

“We want families to understand
we are here for them,” said Burns.

“However, we understand there’s a
limit to what MUSD can provide.
We are continually working with the
parents and district to ensure our
children are receiving the best edu-
cation that can be provided.”

Paulson, Burns and Papp
agreed all entities’ intents were to
provide the best quality of servic-

es available.
To contact Paulson, call 830-

1574, or visit the Web site,
https://www.29palms.usmc.mil/
visit/schoolliaison/.

To contact EFMP, call 830-
7740. Also, contact EFMP for the
Community Advisory Committee
meeting schedule.
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The Combat Center’s Midweek
Mayhem winter bowling league,
held at Sandy Hills Lanes, has
just entered its third of 32
weeks of competition.

There are currently nine
teams registered for the league
with six to seven openings for
teams. The league will be
accepting new teams through
the end of October, according
to Kent West, a bowling recre-
ation assistant with Sandy Hills
Lanes and a native of San
Gabriel, Calif.

The league’s grand prize is
approximately $8,000, which
has been built up from entry
fees paid by each team, said
Brent Hughes, a bowling recre-
ation assistant with Sandy Hills
Lanes.

“Payments are collected
weekly for each team before
they begin bowling,” said
Hughes who was born in
Portland, Ore., and raised in
Twentynine Palms. “The prize
money is distributed at the end
of the year to the champions
and to the teams with the next
highest amount of game
points.”

The league standings are
determined by the amount of
points each team earns in a
night, Hughes said. Each team

plays three games a night and is
awarded one point for every
victory.

“Each team has the potential
to earn four points every week,”
Hughes said. “In addition to
the three points you can earn
from winning games, you also
earn one point for having the
most pins out of the game.”

Hughes added that the
championship game this year
will be held in Las Vegas like
last year. Last year South Point
Casino held the championship,
this year’s location, however,
has yet to be determined.

The standings as of week
two have three teams in a tie for
first place. Sport This and

Team 9 are all undefeated in
this year’s standings as of week
two.

Team 9, however, has only
four victories to the other
teams’ eight, because they
joined during the second week
of the season.

Second place is held only by
Dumb Luck, who is 4-4.

Third place is contested by
several teams with identical
records. Game Over, Divided
by Division, and Team 6 all
have similar records of three
wins and five loses.

The Japonkies are in fourth
place with a record of two wins

Gutter talk well underway at Midweek Mayhem

MUSD from, A4

winners will receive prizes of
$500,000 and $250,000 respectively.

The events began Sept. 22 with
the staff check-in and orientation
period, and the hour bench testing
began Sunday.

Initially, 169 competitors regis-
tered for the competition in
November, but only 20 teams
underwent the 92-hour bench test
here, said Sandra Wright, WPP
team liaison.

The bench test worked by tak-
ing a power draw from each proto-
type to simulate use of a variety of
power systems ranging from GPS
to night vision equipment, said
David Edwards, special assistant to
the DUSDLABS.

Cables that connect to the wear-
able power system to a computer-
controlled power rigging system
reads voltage and energy emitted
from the system, explained Edwards.

“The prototype is connected to
a channel with a load profile that
will vary over time,” he said. “Each
prototype is given the exact same
load profile to keep it fair for all
the contestants.”

In order to make it to the finals,
a prototype system had to not only
sustain power throughout the draw
load, but also maintain safe temper-
atures, be able to provide both 14
and 28 volts of energy and be a rea-
sonable weight, said Edwards.

For some contestants like Scott
Schoeffel, European business devel-
opment manager with Ultralife
Corporation, this was their first enroll-

ment in this type of competition.
Schoeffel said he believes the

competition is a way to further
technology that can have a great
impact on the lifestyles of
deployed service members.

“We have worked with the mili-
tary for years,” said Schoeffel, a
Virginia Beach, Va., native. “We’re
always looking to improve opera-
tions and help military members.
This competition fits our normal
business plans and works with pre-
vious programs we’ve done. I think
this will be the next evolutionary
step for us.”

Contestants who passed the 92-
hour bench test Thursday will con-
tinue in the competition and perform
a four-hour field test Saturday. The
field test requires individual contest-
ants or teams to wear their own pro-
totypes while varied levels of load
power tests the voltage, amplitude
and endurance of the prototype, said
Edwards.

“We want to offer soldiers and
troops flexibility to power different
devices,” said Dan Ross, event
coordinator. “This is almost like a
wish list for what soldiers want.
They know better than others what
kind of equipment is demanded of
them in the field.”

Edwards explained that once all
requirements are met, the winning
prototype will be determined by
which system weighs the least.

The finalists for the field test were
certified Thursday, and the winner
will be announced tomorrow after
the final field test on Saturday at 3
p.m., said Edwards.

UNIFORMS from, A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  NNEERRLL

Daryck Fickel, a bowler with the Japonkies and a native of
Paola, Kan., picks up a spare during the third of three games
Tuesday night during week three of the Sandy Hills Lanes’
Midweek Madness bowling league.

See BOWLING, A11



on-site treatment is “the difference
maker,” said Norman.

Casualties sustained by first aid
survive their wounds or injuries
90 percent of the time, according
to Roberts.

The en route care is just as crit-
ical, Roberts said. Shock-trauma
platoons and forward resuscitative

surgery systems, which are fast-
acting emergency response teams
that can administer medicine and
surgery, are keeping more casual-
ties alive and seeing them trans-
ported to the next level of care.

Designated helicopters that
also fly combat missions are evac-
uating casualties from danger
zones. No Marine or naval heli-
copter fleet is dedicated solely to

emergency evacuations, but
Roberts insists that does not
mean lifesaving is compromised.
“I do not know of a single case,”
said Roberts, about helicopters
not being able to retrieve a
wounded Marine or sailor.

Shock-trauma platoons, in
essence, are rolling emergency
rooms consisting of 25 people,
including emergency physicians,
physician assistants, nurses, corps-
men and Marines. A forward
resuscitative surgery system is a
mobile unit that deploys as Marine
combat-service support and is
staffed with two surgeons, a nurse,
an anesthesiologist and four corps-
men. Casualties still alive in this
care have a 97 percent chance of
surviving, Roberts said.

From these small emergency
rooms, casualties are transported
to hospitals in Iraq cities such as
Al Asad, Baghdad or Balad, and
on to Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center in Germany for advanced
surgeries and re-evaluation.

Marines and Navy corpsmen
are receiving more training on first
aid and casualty care. Marines must
pass written and practical first-aid
tests in basic training, and corps-
men attend courses after basic
corps school to hone their skills.

Field Medical Training Battalion,
which makes basically trained
corpsmen and prepares sailors for
service in the Fleet Marine Force,
teaches “care under combat,”
taught by teachers who have served
in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

This eight-week course uses in-
depth simulators to help reenact
lifelike combat situations to help
prepare for combat, said Navy Lt.
Juan Rosario, training company
commanding officer, Field
Medical Training Battalion East.

The new teaching techniques
are leaving corpsmen with
“increased medical skill,” he added.

The training battalion also
teaches sailors Marine Corps
Martial Arts, land navigation and
rifle marksmanship.

“It was definitely a good
school,” said Norman. “You learn a
lot from (the veterans’) experiences.
It’s not like learning from a book.”

In training such as the Tactical
Combat Casualty Care Course and
the Navy Trauma Training Course,
“corpsmen are learning from
trained experts and each other’s
experiences,” Roberts said. The
Navy Trauma Training Course is a
four-week, “unbelievably rigorous
experience” that takes an entire
team preparing to deploy and trains
them under stressful conditions
where they treat injuries similar to
those that they will see in combat.

“They are putting everything
they’ve learned to use,” said
Norman.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 7:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study After Service
 We’re Here for Everyone

 Phone (760) 367-7133
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
 Sunday School,  Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.          365-7133

 Just the Best place to get Married

 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Wonder Valley 
 Community Church

 82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
 Office: 367-0279

 Bible studies:  9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
 Worship:  5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday

 Pastor: Rex Shaver
 Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of God

 will never take you

 where the grace of

 God will not protect you . ”

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en

a 
V
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ta
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W

Y 
62

 ★

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Anglican
 Mission Fellowship
 Sunday Eucharist 

 at 9:30 AM
 58414 Diadem Dr.

 Yucca Valley
 760-989-0006

 Call for other classes
 In unity with the Anglican 
 Missions in the America’s

 Rob D. Watkins
 Pastor

 57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

 Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
 Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
 Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 760-365-9731 760-365-9731 (Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 10
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

 Militar
y 

 Welcom
e!

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com



1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, and 3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment, performed a
manual of arms for Hubbard and
Newman.

Once Sgt. Maj. Michael
Kufchak, the regimental ser-
geant major, conducted the
passing of command, Maj. Gen.
Thomas D. Waldhauser, 1st
Marine Division commanding
general, addressed Newman,
Hubbard and the audience.

Waldhauser thanked the
Combat Center band for their
opening performance, family
members present and absent, and
Hubbard for his work around the
Combat Center as the regiment’s
commanding officer, which
included helping with the con-
struction of an academic resource
center in the Combat Center’s

main exchange.
“Mike, we thank you for all you

have done with 7th Marines,” said
Waldhauser.

To end his remarks, Waldhauser
welcomed Newman to the division.

“We look forward to you being
part of the blue diamond and the
1st Marine Division,” said
Waldhauser, a native of South St.
Paul, Minn.

Once he was finished,
Waldhauser passed the micro-
phone to Hubbard, who thanked
the local community, the base’s
family readiness officers, the band,
and his wife, Shazia.

Hubbard also made sure to
thank the Marines and sailors of the
regiment and asked them to give
Newman the same effort they gave
him as the commanding officer.

“It has been an honor to serve
with you,” said Hubbard. “As Col.
Newman takes over command,

serve him as you did me.”
When Newman, whose per-

sonal decorations include the
Bronze Star Medal with Bronze V
and gold star in lieu of second
award, spoke, he thanked his fam-
ily, his wife’s family, and his Marine
Corps family, for whom Newman
feels a great deal of respect for.

Newman, who is married to the
former Hillary Dandrow of West
Lafayette, Ind., also addressed the
Marines of the regiment and told
them his goal was to pull his weight
and earn his place amongst them.

“It’s truly an honor to join your
ranks,” said Newman, who was
commissioned in December 1987
upon graduation from Purdue
University, West Lafayette, Ind.

Newman and Hubbard stood
side-by-side for a pass and review
of the regiment, “Anchors
Aweigh,” and “The Marines
Hymn,” before Newman, the 85th
commanding officer of the
Magnificent 7th Marines, was
greeted and congratulated by the
Marines, sailors and members of
the Combat Center community.
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 SOMEBODYLOVESYOU.ORG   909.859.6599
 CHRISTIAN OUTREACH TO OUR ARMED FORCES PERSONNEL   ★

 Grumpy at 760-792-4143    E-mail: grumpy@JoshuaSprings.org

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
Sunday

Roman Catholic Services
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Chapel
Faith Formation/CCD-8 a.m.
Confessions+ - 8:45 a.m.
Rosary - 9 a.m.
Catholic Mass* - 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
9:30 a.m.
Confessions+ - 4:15 p.m.
Choir Practice - 4 p.m.
Rosary - 4:30 p.m.
Catholic Mass - 5 p.m.
Protestant Services
Christ Chapel
Lay-Led Independent Baptist
Breakfast, West Wing - 8:30 a.m.
Non-Demominational Service
Worship - 9 a.m.
Children’s Church - 9 a.m.
Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group 6 p.m.
Pastor-Led Lutheran Worship
Worship-NHTP Chapel-11:15 a.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Service
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
Legend
* Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions by calling 830-6456/6482
Weekday Events
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass Mon-Fri - 11:45
a.m. (except holidays)
Monday
Christ Chapel
Praise & Worship Rehearsal-4 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass, Mon-Fri - 
11:45 a.m. (except holidays)

Tuesday
Christ Chapel
Christian Women’s Fellowship* -
9 a.m., (September – May)
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Children’s RCIA - 4–5:30 p.m.
Catechist Meeting - 5–8 p.m.
(Second Tuesday each month)
Baptism Class - 6–7:30 p.m.
(First Tuesday each month)
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. Chaplain
Hester 830-6187
Wednesday
Christ Chapel
Praise Band Rehearsal - 6 p.m.
Food/Fellowship - 6:30 p.m.
Non-Denomination Bible Study-
7 p.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study-7 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Military Council of Catholic
Women* - 9:30 a.m. Sept. – May
Youth Teen - 6 p.m.
Knights of Columbus - 7 p.m.
(1st Wednesday each month)
Thursday
Immaculate Heart of Mary
RCIA-6-7:30 p.m. Resumes Sept. 11
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 11:30 a.m., Chaplain
Moran 830-6187
Friday
Christ Chapel
Gospel Rehearsal - 5 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Exposition/Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament 12:15-4:30 p.m.
(First Friday each month)

The deadline for submitting Trader ads is
noon Wednesday, the upcoming Friday’s
paper.

Trader Ad Forms are available at the
Public Affairs Office and may be filled
out during normal working hours at
Bldg. 1417. Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be accepted
from those with an @usmc.mil address.

If you are active duty, retired military or
a family member and do not have an
@usmc.mil address you can go to the
PAO page of the base Web site at:
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/
and complete a request to publish an ad.  

The limitations for ads are: 15-word
limit, limit of two ads per household
and the Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified ads contain-
ing items of personal property offered
by and for individuals authorized to use
this service. Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  
AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  ccoonn--

ssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..
To have a “House For Sale” ad run in

the Observation Post, applicants must
provide Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad approved by
Base Housing. This ensures the Com-
bat Center Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come, first-
serve, space available basis.  If you
have questions please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000077  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
SSOOFFTTAAIILL  DDEELLUUXXEE Less than
2k miles. Under warranty until
2014 (transferable). Custom
pipes, huge saddlebags, wind-
shield, etc. $19k o.b.o. Serious
inquiries only, 401-4708.
9/12/08

MMIISSCC..

22000044  EEPPIIPPHHOONNEE  SSGG--MMOODDEELL
44--SSTTRRIINNGG  BBAASSSS  GGUUIITTAARR Vol-
ume, treble knobs, one bridge
humbucker pick-up. $150
OBO. 888-7100 or 830-5138.
10/3/08

33  BBDDRRMM,, 22  BBAATTHHSS  UUPPPPEERR  SSKKYY
HHAARRBBOORR,, YY..VV. No pets or smok-
ing. $1400 per month plus
deposit. 333-0795. 10/3/08

DDAARRKK  GGRREEYY  SSOOFFAA  AANNDD
LLOOVVEESSEEAATT $350.00 obo
(Looks like new). Free Queen
Mattress, first come first serve
basis. Please call (928) 920-
5614. 10/3/08

CCHHAAIINN  LLIINNKK  FFEENNCCEE you pull,
leather couch, washer and
dryer, computer desk, master
bedroom set, entertainment
center. Everything must go!
Call for prices at 368-0472.
10/3/08

11,,000000’’SS  OOFF  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIBBLLEE
BBAASSEEBBAALLLL,, FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL,,
SSTTAARR  TTRREEKK  &&  SSTTAARR  WWAARRSS
CCAARRDDSS (Also some basketball)
Many dollars below appraised
value. Call Stephen at 567-
0400. 9/26/08

LLAARRGGEE  BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT
CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT.. Oak finish.
$300. firm. Call Stephen at
567-0400. 9/26/08

PPAAPPIILLLLOONN  PPUUPPPPYY  -- AKC, Tri
color, Male, $600. Michelle 285-
2302. 9/26/08

XXBBOOXX  SSYYSSTTEEMM, w/ 4 con-
trollers and 5 games: Halo 2,
Ghost Recon 2, First to Fight,
NCAA Football 2005, Tiger
Woods PGA 2005. $175. Call
(210) 878-5920. 9/26/08

LLAARRGGEE  DDOOGG  KKEENNNNEELL $25
o.b.o. Call 910-9300 or 673-
9252. 9/12/08

33--YYEEAARR--OOLLDD  PPUURREEBBRREEDD  WWHHIITTEE
PPEEKKIINNGGEESSEE house-broken, shots
up to date. $300 o.b.o. Call (760)
910-9300 or 673-9252. 9/12/08

WWHHIITTEE  WWRROOUUGGHHTT  IIRROONN  TTRRUUNN--
DDLLEE  DDAAYYBBEEDD w/ two mattresses.
$140. Entertainment center $50.
Call 367-3793. 9/12/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  DDOOUUBBLLEE  MMOOBBIILLEE
HHOOMMEE for $25K OBO. On base
for active duty, free util, 2 sheds,
Jacuzzi. 333-3823. 8/29/08

AALLPPHHAA  CCOOAATT  4400  RR $60. S/S
Creighton Size M w/Gy
Chevrons $20. L/S Creighton
Size 16 1/2-33 w/Gy Chevrons
$20. Alpha Coat 44 R w/Gy
Chevrons $65. Blues Coat 42
R w/Gy Chevrons $45. Please
call 277-5338. 8/29/08

LLAARRGGEE  AARRMMOOIIRREE//CCOOMMPPUUTT--
EERR  DDEESSKK 72”h x 42” w x 23” d.
Cost: $500, Sell $150. USMC
medallions. 9 pure silver. Some
hand painted. All in presenta-
tion boxes. All cost $35-$40.
Sell All $300. Call Bill 367-6030.
8/29/08

BBIICCEENNTTEENNNNIIAALL  HHIISSTTOORRYY  OOFF
UUSSMMCC Proof set of 24 solid sil-
ver medals from 1974. $1,000
firm. Call 367-6030. 8/29/08
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SOLUTIONS

and six losses, and Unknown is last in the
league so far, with only one victory and
seven losses.

The league is not only open to service
members, but Combat Center civilians are
also welcome to participate, Hughes said.

Many civilian bowlers take part in the
league. John Williams, who bowls for the
Japonkies, is a civilian who works aboard
the Combat Center.

“I’ve been bowling here for around
three years,” said Williams, a
Parkersburg, Iowa, native. “The rest of
the team and I enjoy it because it’s fun
for us, and we get to enjoy camaraderie
with our co-workers. We decided to roll
into this league after the last one and
have fun and enjoy it.”

Williams added they had a decent per-
formance in last year’s season, but are
bowling still for fun after work.

For information on joining the league,
you may contact Sandy Hills Lanes at
830-6422, or go to the bowling alley and
pick up a form to register a team. Entry
fees are $18 for a one-time sanction fee to
the United States Bowling Conference
and $15 a week for play.
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(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.
* Redemtion certificates total $500 @ $25 per month in exchange for gas receipts greater than $100 per month.  One per household. $5 refundable deposit required.   9-11 weeks for shipping

and handling from date of registration.  Program material available at dealership. While supplies last.

2004 AUDI A6 2.7T S-LINE 2005 VW NEW BEETLE GLS TURBO CONV.

2005 LAND ROVER LR3 SE

2005 INFINITI G35 COUPE

2006 MERCEDES-BENZ E350

2007 HONDA ACCORD SE

2006 JAGUAR X-TYPE 3.0L

2006 LINCOLN TOWN CAR DESIGNER SEDAN

2005 MERCEDES-BENZ E320

2007 MERCEDES-BENZ C230

2004 INFINITI G35 2003 INFINITI Q45 PREMIUM SEDAN

2006 BMW 325i

2007 BMW 328i

2006 MERCEDES-BENZ CLK350

VIN 096862 / STK PC1010 VIN 365522 / STK PC1004

VIN 302053 / STK PC1014

VIN 417690 / STK PC1006

VIN 819536 / STK PC1001

VIN 025170 / STK PC1011

VIN E88956 / STK P1553

VIN 646014 / STK P1556

VIN 608599 / STK PC1013

VIN 909611 / STK PC1009

VIN 108153 / STK PC1007 VIN 102012 / STK PC1008

VIN R66075 / STK PC1003

VIN G49588 / STK P1564

VIN 196561 / STK PC1012

$16,995 $16,995

$23,995

$21,995

$25,995

$16,995

$18,995

$19,995

$22,995

$25,995

$17,995 $18,995

$21,995

$24,995

$28,995


