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REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 5 

AL ASAD AIR BASE, Iraq — Army Sgt. Shane M.
White, 22, an information systems specialist with 4th
Psychological Operations Group, based in Fallujah,
Iraq, recently reunited with his father, 1st Sgt. Joseph
C. Gray, company first sergeant of Team Tank,
Regimental Combat Team 1 during a combat-marks-
manship program shoot Al Asad Air Base Sept. 26.

The soldier and his Marine dad reunited for
three days while both are deployed to Iraq in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. It was the first
time in more than a year the two service members,
and family members, have seen each other.

“The last time I saw my son was last September,
for one day, at his wedding,” said Gray, who has been

in Iraq since April, his second deployment here.
“It’s hard trying to find time for us to take leave

at the same time,” explained White, here on his
first deployment.

Gray has been a Marine for more than 18 years
and is currently stationed with Alpha Company,
1st Tank Battalion, at Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif. While
deployed, Alpha Co. goes by the moniker Team
Tank. White is in his third year as a soldier, based
at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Though the news that White had joined the
Army came as a surprise to Gray and his wife
Gina, it wasn’t as much for his choice of service,
but his decision to leave his studies at the
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$1 million awarded for wearable power source
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The first, second and third
place winners of the 2008
Director of Defense Research
and Engineering’s Wearable
Power Prize competition were
announced in an open-gate
award ceremony at Del Valle
Field Saturday.

The following six prize-eligible
teams lasted through the initial 92-
hour bench test Sept. 28 and
earned a place in the final four-
hour, nine-station static bench test
dubbed the Power Pack Wear Off:

• DuPont/SFC Smart Fuel 
Cell M-25

• AMI
• Jenny 600S
• Ultracell Corps
• Ultralife
• Rayovac
After WPP staff met and debat-

ed for several hours on the final
contestants, checks were written for
the three teams with the lightest-
weight power systems and present-
ed in an award ceremony hosted by
Dr. William S. Rees Jr., the deputy
undersecretary of Defense for
Laboratories and Basic Sciences.

The third-place winner of
$250,000 was team Jenny 600S.
The award was accepted by team

Marine father, soldier son reunite in Iraq

SSGGTT..  TTRREENNTT  MM..  LLOOWWRRYY

Army Sgt. Shane M. White, an infor-
mation systems specialist with 4th
Psychological Operations Group,
and 1st Sgt. Joseph C.Gray, compa-
ny first sergeant, Team Tank,
Regimental Combat Team 1, visit at
Al Asad Air Base, Iraq, Sept. 25.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

AMI, the second place winning team of the 2008 Directory Defense
Research and Engineering’s Wearable Power Prize competition,
receives a check for $500,000 from Dr. William S. Rees, Jr., deputy
undersecretary of defense for Laboratory and Basic Sciences, dur-
ing the award ceremony at Del Valle Field Saturday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Cpl. Walter Pilkington, a radio operator with
Company A, 1/7, prepares his radio in the morn-
ing hours of Oct. 2 before taking part in a battal-
ion clear of the Combat Center’s MOUT facility.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Marines and sailors from Company A, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, par-
ticipate in a battalion clear of the Combat Center’s military operations in urban
terrain facility at Range 215 Oct. 2 as the culmination of the battalion’s 10-day
field exercise.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors from 1st
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
concluded a 10-day battalion-level
field exercise Oct. 3 at the military
operations in urban terrain facility
at Range 215.

The exercise began in the early
morning with Weapons Company
forming a security perimeter around
the town before Companies A, B,
and C pushed through the area
while observing for simulated
improvised explosive devices,
engaging enemy role players with
small-arms fire and interacting with
civilians and Iraqi police.

Capt. Ty Moore, the com-
manding officer of Company A,
said the exercise was a kind of
miniature Mojave Viper, a pre-
deployment training package, and
was intended to teach counterin-
surgency, or “COIN” skills.

Moore, a native of Wasilla,

1/7 takes on Combat
Center’s MOUT town

See MOUT, A13

See WEARABLE, A4
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“SORRY, NO OPENINGS”

Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, nation-
al origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor
of the purchaser, user or patron. Editorial con-
tent is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All
photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the
Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417,
during normal working hours at (760) 830-6213
or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.

Editor Cpl. Michael S. Cifuentes
Press Chief Lance Cpl. Corey A. Blodgett
Layout, Design Leslie Shaw

Public Affairs Officer Jennie E. Haskamp
Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox
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Observation Post

Centerspeak

COMPANY C, 3RD LIGHT ARMORED

RECONNAISSANCE

“Ithink it’s ridiculous. It
takes skill to use an

RCO, but what happens if
your RCO goes down? You
need to know iron sights.”

PVT. JEFF A. KONTOS CPL. DAVID M. ALM

REMAIN BEHIND ELEMENT, 3RD

BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT

“Ithink it’s a good idea.
You train like you

fight. You still have to use the
fundamentals.”

MCCES INSTRUCTOR, COMPANY A

“Ithink that if we’re going to
use them in combat then

we should train with them.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

How do you feel about Rifle Combat Optics being
authorized for use during rifle qualifications?

STAFF SGT. JOSHUA S. BELL

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine
Corps, under exclusive written contract with the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the military services. Contents of the
Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the United States Government, the
DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts
and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by
the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert Publishing of
the services advertised.
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Islands greeting
6. Trimmed down
11.Toss in
14.Co-Nobelist of

1978
15.Quickly, to 

Shakespeare
16.Lea low
17.Quit for the day
19.Hoo-ha
20.Dance at some 

weddings
21.Prefix with con
22.Big name in furs
24.Maybe make 

homogeneous
26.La __ (old car)
28.“Quiet!”
32.In the works
34.Solo for Bocelli
35.Ipanema’s locale
36.Deliver a tirade
37.Assaulted like 

Moe
39.The second “36”of

36-24-36
40.Onassis, in 

headlines

41.Game in which Mr.
Boddy has  been 
murdered

42.Oater assembly
43.Debate heatedly 

against
47.Marina sights
48.Classic Welles role
49.Feeds, in a sty
51.__-relief
52.Gag response, in 

entertainment mags
56.Wine and dine, say
57.Conclude 

negotiations 
successfully

61.Escort’s offering
62.Permeate
63.More dire
64.USO 

showattendees
65.Take the tiller
66.Get melodramatic

DOWN
1. “The Nazarene”

author Sholem
2. “Mission:

Impossible” theme
composer Schifrin

3. The nose knows it
4. Might possibly 

succeed
5. Cleaned one’s plate
6. Thin and delicate,

like baklava layers
7. Lhasa __(small dog)
8. “Go, team!”
9. Green’s prefix
10.“Scarface” director

Brian
11.Far from 

professional
12.Bird clubbed to 

extinction
13.Way in or out
18.Condo division
23.__-mo replay
25.King found in1922
26.“No problem”
27.Like the Sahara
28.Concordes caused 

them

29.Like the old bucket
of song

30.Much of a 
bartender’s income

31.Vacuum hookup
32.Fast-shrinking 

Asian sea
33.Casino card game
37.Who dun it’s 

essence
38.Sharers’ word
39.Conrad Hilton’s 

realm
41.Auto frame
42.Grenade pull-out
44.Keystone law man
45.Roller Derby player
46.Do the laundry
49.Pirates’ haul
50.Petty of “A League

of Their Own”
51.Smurf-colored
53.Prefix with drome
54.Like McDonald’s 

food
55.Run for it
58.CPR giver
59.“Honest” nickname
60.Ram’s mate

Employee Spotlight
NNaammee:: Greg Wright
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Automotive mechanic
UUnniitt:: Southwest Regional Fleet Transportation 
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Cleveland
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Maintaining the Combat Center’s com-
mercial equipment – from fire trucks to tractor
trailers.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Camping, buying property, and preparing
for retirement
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  AAcchhiieevveemmeennttss:: Vietnam veteran, at
one point in time had four children serving actively
in the armed forces, and currently has one son in Iraq and one son in
Afghanistan.
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: 2 years in the Marine Corps
TTiimmee  aatt  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: 23 years

[[SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA99]]

Thank you Robert E.
Bush Naval Hospital
and Combat Center
The care and devotion that the
sailors and the Marines of the
Combat Center took in pre-
senting this year’s tribute at the
National Prisoner of
War/Missing in Action cere-
mony on Sept. 19 was deeply appreciated. I am honored to have been a
part of it. I thank you from the bottom of my heart, and I think I speak
for Cmdr. J. B. Souder as well. The men and women we spoke to at the
hospital and in the field exhibited the high esprit de corps that all units
hope for yet few attain. It was a pleasure to rub elbows with people like
that once again. I am sure that my words do not do justice to the time I
spent at Twentynine Palms or the people who train there but it was obvi-
ous that all of you were doing a fine job!  Thank you.

Bill Bailey,
Commander
United States Navy (Retired) 

Domestic violence awareness month recognizing
“The Purple Ribbon”

During the month of October, government and civilian organizations, church-
es, schools, workplaces and communities commemorate Domestic Violence
Awareness Month through a variety of activities and events. A common obser-
vance by many supporters is the wearing of a Purple Ribbon. For more than two
decades, the Purple Ribbon has become a recognized symbol that highlights the
issue of domestic abuse, while also representing the many forces of advocacy
committed to ending domestic violence. Despite the common awareness of the
symbol, little is known about its origin.

Twenty-two years ago, The Battered Women’s Movement designated the
Purple Ribbon as the emblem that signifies the countless lives lost to domestic
violence and the goal of making the world a better and safer place for children
and adult victims of violence. The majority of the founding members were
incest and rape survivors, but also included medical professionals, therapists, law
enforcement, and caring members of the town. Explanations of why this color
was chosen and when the formal use of the ribbon became so commonly
accepted differ. However, one narration, believed by many, is this:

“There was a woman from the Midwest in the 1980’s, who had left her abu-
sive relationship and had worked her way to being a director of the battered
women’s program in her community. Her batterer was in jail, but he had been
released on a temporary furlough. During his release, he crossed state lines and
found her and killed her in her home. The woman’s name was Lisa Bianco, and
she was loved and sorely missed by those who knew her. Her friends and fami-
ly wanted to remember the life of this beloved woman and chose to wear her
favorite color in her honor- the color purple.”

This tragic and unfortunate incident led to the Purple Ribbon’s unofficial use
by domestic violence advocates before any awareness campaign ever existed.
The ribbon symbolically represents the commitment of victims, survivors, fam-
ily members, and all concerned persons determined to not allow those deaths
and abuses continue. From this small beginning, countless efforts have been ini-
tiated. The widespread use of the Purple Ribbon has propelled the visibility of
the movement to end domestic violence into every corner and segment of our
society and into an international network of victim advocacy.

Because of the Purple Ribbon, the silence that supported the continuation of
domestic abuse, child abuse and all violence in society has been broken. Today,
as twenty-years ago, we continue to wear the Purple Ribbon to acknowledge the
horrific scourge domestic violence plagues on our society and to declare ever
louder the cry to ‘Break the Silence - End the Cycle’. End Domestic Violence.
For information on specific Domestic Violence Awareness Month programs
and events, contact your installation Marine Corps Community Services
Prevention and Education Office at: 760 830-4950 



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Commissary
recently added a new addition to its
ever-growing list of features pro-
vided for customer satisfaction.

As of Oct. 1, a new sushi bar is
available in the front of the com-
missary, providing fresh, made-
to-order sushi to store patrons.

“The chefs can make anything
you want on the spot, or if you
see something you want that’s
already made in the case, you can

just grab it and go,” said Cyndy
Fults, the store director.

The Defense Commissary
Agency has partnered with the
Military Deli and Bakery Services
to provide this service to the
Combat Center, which has already
become a popular stop for shop-

pers in its first week of business.
The new sushi counter at the

commissary offers a variety of
options to its customers. DeCA is
still looking at ways to expand the
sushi bar’s customer appeal and
merchandise, said Fults.

The new sushi bar will be open
during regular commissary hours,
providing fresh sushi to the
store’s patrons.

For more information about
the sushi bar or the commissary,
call (760) 830-7572.
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FFRRII..  1100//1100 FFRRII..  1100//1100  ––  SSUUNN..  1100//1122

SSAATT..  1100//44

FFRRII..  1100//1100 SSAATT..  1100//1111  &&  SSUUNN..  1100//1122
BBoozz  SSccaaggggss  aatt  MMccCCaalllluumm
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: McCallum Theatre,
73000 Fred Waring Dr.,
Palm Desert
For more info call 340-ARTS
or visit http://www.mccallum
theatre.com

GGrroovveess  TThheeaatteerr:: 1122  AAnnggrryy
MMeenn
Time: Sat. 8 p.m., Sun 2:30 p.m.
Where: Groves Cabin Theatre,
8768 Desert Willow Trl.
Morongo Valley
For more info call 365-4523

OOppeenn  SSttuuddiioo  AArrtt  TToouurrss
KKiicckkooffff  PPaarrttyy
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Joshua Tree Retreat
Center, 59700 29 Palms Hwy.,
Joshua Tree 
For more info call 365-8371 or
visit http://www.jtrcc.org

SSAATT..  1100//1111
MMuussiicc  FFeessttiivvaall  ""CClleeaann  AAiirr
CClleeaann  SSttaarrss""
Time: All day event
Where: Pappy & Harriet's,
53688 Pioneertown Rd.,
Pioneertown. For more info call
365-5956 or visit http://www.
pappyandharriets.com

SSAATT..  1100//44  &&  SSUUNN..  1100//55

""NNaattiivvee  PPllaanntt  GGaarrddeenniinngg""  aallll
ddaayy  ffiieelldd  ccllaassss
Time: 9 a.m.
Where: Joshua Tree National
Park, Oasis Visitor Center, 74485
National Park Dr., 29 Palms
For more info call 367-5535 or
visit http://www.joshuatree.org

DDiinnnneerr  iinn  tthhee  CCaannyyoonnss  GGaallaa
wwiitthh  ssiinnggeerr  AAnnddrreeaa  MMeennaarrdd
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
Cultural Museum, 
471 East Tahquitz Canyon
Way, Palm Springs. For more
info call 778-1079 or visit
http://www.accmuseum.org

PPuubblliicc  SSoouunndd  BBaatthhss
Time: 12 p.m.
Where: Integratron 
2477 Belfield Blvd., Landers
For more info visit 
http://www.integratron.com

SSAATT..  1100//1111  &&  SSUUNN..  1100//1122 SSAATT..  1100//44
CCoonncceerrtt:: AAPPOO  HHiikkiinngg
SSoocciieettyy  &&  AArraa  MMiinnaa
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort
& Spa, 49500 Seminole Dr.,
Cabazon. For more info call 
(800) 252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasino
resort.com

SSAATT..  1100//1188
CCooaacchheellllaa  VVaalllleeyy  HHeeaarrtt  WWaallkk
Time: Registration, 7 a.m.
Opening ceremony, 8 a.m.
Walk starts, 8:30 a.m.
Where: Palm Desert Civic Center
Park, 73-510 Fred Waring Dr.
For more info call 346-8109 or visit
http://www.cvheartwalk.com

OOppeenn  SSttuuddiioo  AArrtt  TToouurrss  11sstt
WWeeeekkeenndd
Time: All day event
Find programs at the Public
Affairs Office, building 1417
or the 29 Palms Art Gallery
For more info call 366-2226 or
visit http://www.arttours2008.com

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 10/10/08 -  10/16/08 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Beverly Hills Chihuahua

 (PG)
 Fri-Mon: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Tues-Thurs: 2:00, 4:30,  7:00

 Body Of Lies

 (R)
 Fri-Mon: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Tues-Thurs: 2:00, 4:30,  7:00

 Nick & Nora’s 
 Infinite Playlist

 (PG)
 Fri-Mon: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Tues-Thurs: 2:00, 4:30,  7:00

 Eagle Eye

 (PG13)
 Fri-Mon: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Tues-Thurs: 2:00, 4:30,  7:00

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

Commissary introduces new sushi bar to patrons

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Htein Aung, a chef at the com-
missary’s new sushi bar,
slices up California Rolls for
store patrons. Aung, 27, has
been a sushi chef for nearly
three years.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

A display case of sushi, which holds a variety of styles, sits in front of the new sushi bar at the com-
missary, which opened Oct. 1. Store patrons can either custom order their sushi, or choose from
an assortment of pre-made selections.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Since the sushi bar opened Oct. 1, it has become a popular stop
for Combat Center Commissary’s shoppers.



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
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Marines and sailors of 1st Tank
Battalion broke a base record
Friday.

More than 160 tankers regis-
tered to donate blood to the
Community Blood Bank in what
was the largest bulk-donation
group the blood blank had ever
seen on base, said Kathy Schilling,
the charge nurse of the blood drive.

After initial screening was
done within the battalion to weed
out any service members who
had been deployed in the last 12
months, a total of 117 pints of
blood were donated.

This was the first time 1st
Tanks had held a battalion-wide
drive, said Lt. Col. Thomas
Gordon, the battalion command-
ing officer.

“This is a worthy cause,” said
Gordon, a Boston native. “If we
can’t send all our Marines over
there at the same time, the least

we can do is send our blood.”
Doug Dougwillo, the Marine

Corps Community Services fit-
ness and wellness branch chief,
said in addition to helping those
who need blood, the participation
in the drive is a good way to earn
points for the Combat Center
Challenge and a monetary prize.

Units who donate blood make
themselves eligible to receive a
first place prize of $125 or a sec-
ond place prize of $75 for their
unit fund, said Dougwillo, a Lynn,
Mass., native.

“This is an additional element
we’ve added to the Combat Center
Challenge this year,” he said.

Sgt. Maj. Conrad Potts, the bat-
talion sergeant major, said he feels
optimistic about the help that may
be given by the gift of blood
donations, as well as earning the
CCC trophy for the sixth time.

“We won the trophy in ‘03 ‘04
and ‘05, but then we lost it to 3/4
[3rd Battalion, 4th Marine
Regiment] in 2006,” said Potts, a

Louisville, Ky., native. “Then we
won it again in ‘07 and hope to
win it again this year.”

Pfc. Okan M. Cetinbag, a
logistics vehicle system operator
with Headquarters and Services
Company, 1st Tanks, said he is a
regular blood donor.

“I put myself in their shoes,”
said the Chicago native about rea-
sons for donating. “For some per-
son, I can be the guy to give them
blood. Or I might be the guy who
needs blood in the future.”

The battalion will continue
donations by having a secondary
blood drive today at building 1710
and expect an additional 120 pints
of blood to be collected, said
Dougwillo.

The Community Blood Bank
visits the base several times each
month, giving plenty of opportu-
nities to those interested in donat-
ing, said Kathleen Johnson, a reg-
istered nurse with the blood bank.

Units who wish to earn points
for this year’s CCC may do so by

donating blood Oct. 17 at Victory
Field. For more information call
830-5386.
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HOT TOPICS
OOCCTTOOBBEERR  
TTOOBBAACCCCOO  

CCEESSSSAATTIIOONN  CCLLAASSSS
SSCCHHEEDDUULLEEDD

Kick the habit and learn to
become tobacco free! The
Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital Health Promotions
Program offers tobacco cessa-
tion classes in the hospital.
Classes start Tuesday and are
offered at two convenient
times of noon and 5:30 p.m.
To sign up, call 830-2814.

EECCOONNOOMMIICC  
SSTTIIMMUULLUUSS  
PPAAYYMMEENNTT  
DDEEAADDLLIINNEE

If you have not filed your 2007
tax return and qualify for the
ESP, do not procrastinate. The
deadline to file is Wednesday to
receive your ESP this year.
Eligible individuals may qualify
for $300-$600 based on a min-
imum of $3,000 in qualifying
income, having a valid social
security number and that you
are not a dependent or eligible
to be a dependent on someone
else’s federal tax return. The
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Program  is current-
ly closed. VITA will reopen
approximately Jan. 20 for 2008
tax returns and begin preparing
2007, amendments and returns
with itemized deductions on
Feb. 16. If you have not filed
your 2007 tax return and your
adjusted gross income was
$54,000 or less in 2007, you can
use Free File at irs.gov to pre-
pare and e-file your taxes
online. For service members
who have returned from a
combat zone after VITA
closed, you have an extension
of at least 180 days after you
left the combat zone. The legal
assistance office, building 1514,
has more information.

MMCCCCEESS  FFUUNN  RRUUNN
The sixth consecutive MCCES
Fun Run is scheduled for 7 a.m.,
Oct. 31. This event will include
a 5K Halloween costume con-
test fun run, a 10K race, an indi-
vidual half marathon, and a 5-
person team half marathon.
The start/finish line is located in
front of MCCES Building
1831. Register in advance and
receive a T-shirt. The registra-
tion tent will open at 5:30 a.m.,
Oct. 31. Prizes for the best
Halloween costumes. Medals
will go to the top three overall
and age group male and female
finishers for the 5K, 10K and
individual half marathon. Also,
medals will go to the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd place 5-member team
half marathon competition.
Finisher certificates to all finish-
ers. Point contact is Capt.
Roberts at 830-6786.

FFAALLLL  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  AATT
TTHHEE  PPRROOTTEESSTTAANNTT

CCHHAAPPEELL  
Oct. 31– Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m. the
Protestant Chapel will be hold-
ing a Fall Festival. Throughout
the three days there will be a
host of activities for young
Marines, teenagers, school age
and pre-school kids. Games,
prizes, a movie and refresh-
ments will also be offered during
this event. On Saturday, Nov. 1
at 4:30 p.m. Guest artist from
surrounding cities will be per-
forming during the Praise
expose’, 7 p.m. and on Sunday,
Nov. 2 at 11 a.m. will be church
service and highlights of the
weekend. For more informa-
tion, Please contact Gunnery
Sgt. Jeffery Davidson at 830-
5811 or e-mail at jeffery.david
son@usmc.mil.

1st Tank Battalion gives 117 pints of blood

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Staff Sgt. John Parker, a tank
mechanic with Headquarters and
Support Company, 1st Tanks,
waits his turn to give blood at a
Community Blood Bank drive at
the West Gym Friday Oct. 3.

leader James Stephens, a Capitol
Connections, LLC consultant to
the fuel cell, power and defense
industries.

The final weight of the third
place winning wearable power sys-
tem was 135 ounces.

The second-place prize of
$500,000 went to team AMI from
Ann Arbor, Mich., and was accept-
ed by team leader Miguel Tovar for
their system with the final weight
of 133 ounces.

The first-place prize of $1 mil-
lion went to team DuPont/SFC
Smart Fuel Cell M-25 and was
accepted by team leader Dennis
Kountz for their 132 ounce system.

“To be honest, as of a month
ago, we weren’t so sure we were
going to make it,” said Kountz.

Kountz added he believes the
materials the team used gave
them an advantage over other
competitors.

“I think we’ve got great materi-
al that’s been evolving over the
years,” he said. “I think the materi-
als really made a difference.”

The winning prototype was a
hybrid between a direct methanol
fuel system and lithium ion batter-
ies, said Mark S. Baunchalk, the
DuPont global strategic planning
manager and a DuPont teammate.

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus,
the Combat Center commanding
general, and Sgt. Maj. Susan M.
Bellis, the Combat Center sergeant
major, made an appearance at Del
Valle Field, along with special guest
John J. Young Jr., the undersecretary
of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics.

It is inventions like the wear-
able power systems that fall under
Young’s department of advising
the secretary and deputy secretary
of defense on all matters relating
to research, development, testing
and evaluation of advanced mili-
tary technology.

Although DoD owns no rights
or patents on the wearable power
systems, some of them may be
referred to when creating ground-
breaking technologies for the
modern-age warfighter, said David
Edwards, a special assistant to the
DUSDLABS.

WEARABLE, from A1
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Zachariah Sawyer, a second-grade student at
Twentynine Palms Elementary School, turns on a fire
department water hose while firefighter Jason Swift
holds on to the nozzle during the school’s fire prevention
field trip to the Combat Center Fire Department Tuesday.

Combat Center firefighters honor fire prevention week
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Monday marked the beginning of a
nationally-recognized event, Fire
Prevention Week, according to the
National Fire Protection Association.

Each year, the NFPA selects a
theme for fire prevention. This year, it
is preventing home fires.

Combat Center firefighters tackled
the topic head-on by educating chil-
dren from four local elementary
schools on fire safety and inviting them
to the fire department for an open
house event Tuesday.

Throughout the week, students
from Condor, Oasis, Twentynine
Palms, and Palm Vista Elementary
Schools were greeted by fire safety
mascots Smokey the Bear and Sparky
the fire dog as their school buses
pulled into the firehouse garage.

The children got off the buses and
gathered in front of firefighter Mark
Aid, who presented a slide show and
talked to the students about safety
maneuvers and emergency plans in
case of home fires.

Aid told the children about
installing and testing smoke detec-
tors, making fire escape plans the
whole family can remember, always
using adult supervision when around
fire, and what do to if their clothes
catch on fire.

Fire Prevention Week has been a
nationally-recognized event since the
Boston Fire in 1711, said Darlene
Hull, Combat Center Fire
Department assistant chief of fire
prevention.

“Most fire departments have an
open house event like this,” said Hull,
a South Lake Tahoe, Calif., native.
“We’re giving a big push to get in con-
tact with second-grade-aged kids.
We’ve tailored the theme for them, but
the message of fire prevention
remains the same.”

Along with celebrating fire pre-
vention week, the Combat Center
Fire Department also celebrates its
11th annual chili lunch and open
house at the firehouse today from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

“We’ve incorporated the chili
lunch with fire prevention week to

wrap it all up,” said Ken Seymour,
Combat Center Fire Department
inspector. “It seems to just keep
growing every year. The more
units that come in, the more sup-
port we get.”

Firefighter Jason Swift, who has
been with the department for five
and a half years, said the fire preven-
tion education program is running
more smoothly since the incorpora-
tion of the chili lunch with Fire
Prevention Week.

“The program presentation has
gotten a lot better,” said Swift, a
Hesperia, Calif., native about the chil-
dren’s prevention presentation.

Seymour said he alone has sold
more than 600 tickets since Sept. 1,
and other firefighters in the
department have sold as many as
900 individually.

Tickets for the chili lunch are $3 at
the door for either a bowl of chili or
hot dog. The mobile Community
Blood Bank vehicle will be out front
for willing donors and a Jupiter jump
house will be set up for children. For
more information call 830-6871.
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SSEERREENNIITTYY  LLEEXXUUSS  GGAALLIINNDDOO

Daughter of Cpl. Ricardo Galindo
and wife, Megan Galindo.
Born Aug. 28, weighing 7 pounds, 1.1
ounces and measuring 19 inches.
MMAASSOONN  KKEEIITTHH  SSIISSSSOONN

Son of Pfc. Brandon Sisson and wife,
Mary Sisson.
Born Aug. 31, weighing 6 pounds, 10
ounces and measuring 19.3 inches.
JJAANNEELLLLEE  EEMMMMAA  EESSQQUUIIVVEELL

Daughter of Sgt. Jose Esquivel and
wife, Desirea Esquivel.
Born Sept. 2, weighing 7 pounds, 4.8
ounces and measuring 18.6 inches.
IISSAAAACC  CCHHRRIISSTTOOPPHHEERR

FFAAIIRRCCLLOOTTHH

Son of Lance Cpl. Mykal Faircloth and
wife, Katherine Faircloth.
Born Sept. 2, weighing 8 pounds, 4.9
ounces and measuring 21.3 inches.
TTAAYYLLOORR  AANNNN  AADDKKIINNSS

Daughter of Cpl. Craig Adkins and
wife, Jessica Adkins.
Born Sept. 3, weighing 6 pounds, 15.4
ounces and measuring 19.3 inches.
NNAATTHHAANNIIEELL  DDAAVVIIDD

BBAARRTTHHOOLLIICC

Son of Lance Cpl. David Bartholic
and wife, Angela Bartholic.
Born Sept. 5, weighing 7 pounds, 1
ounce and measuring 19 inches.
AABBIIGGAAIILL  FFLLOORREENNCCEE  MMAARRTTIINN

Daughter of Pvt. Daniel Martin and
wife, Clarissa Martin.
Born Sept. 6, weighing 6 pounds, 10
ounces and measuring 21 inches.
TTOORRII  MMAARRIIEE  BBEENNTTLLEEYY

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Justin Bentley
and wife, Tonya Bentley.
Born Sept. 7, weighing 7 pounds, 10
ounces and measuring 20 inches.
LLAANNDDYYNN  IISSAAIIAAHH  DDAAVVIISS

Son of Sgt. Bryan Davis and wife, Cpl.
Felicia Davis.
Born Sept. 7, weighing 6 pounds, 9
ounces and measuring 19 inches.

EEVVAALLYYNN  SSUUSSAANN--JJAAMMEESS

FFUULLLLEERR

Daughter of Sgt. Aaron Fuller and
wife, Liz Fuller.
Born Sept. 7, weighing 5 pounds, 14
ounces and measuring 19 inches.
KKHHLLOOEE  MMAARRIIEE  FFUURRLLOONNGG

Daughter of Pvt. Cameron Furlong
and wife, Brooke Furlong.
Born Sept. 7, weighing 6 pounds, 11.9
ounces and measuring 19.8 inches.
SSIILLAASS  AAVVEERRYY  

SSCCHHEELLLLEENNGGEERR

Son of Cpl. Richard Schellenger and
wife, Carrie Schellenger.
Born Sept. 8, weighing 7 pounds and
measuring 20.7 inches.
ZZAACCHHEERRYY  PPHHIILLIIPP  BBEENNTTZZ

Son of Capt. Jeff Bentz and wife,
Alison Bentz.
Born Sept. 9, weighing 7 pounds, 11.2
ounces and measuring 20.2 inches.
BBEENNJJAAMMIINN  JJOOHHNN  BBRROOWWNN

Son of Sgt. Dewey Brown and wife,
Sarah Brown.
Born Sept. 9, weighing 9 pounds, 7
ounces and measuring 21 inches.
LLUUCCAASS  JJOONNAAHH  BBOONNDD

Son of Staff Sgt. Christopher Bond
and wife, Leah Bond.
Born Sept. 11, weighing 7 pounds, 6.2
ounces and measuring 20 inches.
EELLIIZZIIBBEETTHH  JJUUNNEE  CCAARRLLYYLLEE

Daughter of Cpl. Dustin Carlyle and
wife, Emily Carlyle.
Born Sept.11, weighing 8 pounds, 1
ounce and measuring 22 inches.
LLIILLYY  MMAAYY  SSAAXXMMAANN

Daughter of Staff Sgt. Larry Saxman
and wife, Melissa Saxman.
Born Sept. 11, weighing 6 pounds, 1
ounce and measuring 19.9 inches.
HHAANNNNAAHH  GGRRAACCEE  BBEECCKKRRIINNGG

Daughter of Cpl. Samuel Beckring
and wife, Cassidy Beckring.
Born Sept. 13, weighing 6 pounds, 11
ounces and measuring 19.5 inches.

Birth Announcements
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The 2008 Director of Defense
Research and Engineering’s
Wearable Power Prize competi-
tion hosted a kid’s day at Del
Valle Field Oct. 3.

More than 300 children and
teenagers from Twentynine Palms
High School, Condor Elementary
School and Palm Vista Elementary
School in Twentynine Palms,
Calif., immersed themselves in
demonstrations of the newest,
cutting-edge technology for
today’s warfighters.

The idea of the kid’s day came
from Karen Burrows, DDR&E
program manager.

“It’s important that we do an
outreach program for kids to intro-
duce them to science and engineer-
ing to get them interested,” said
Burrows, a Fort Washington, Md.,
native. “If it wasn’t for outreach
programs, I wouldn’t have gotten

interested and become an engineer
myself. We need to make sure we
sustain the population of scientists
and engineers in the years to come.”

After students got settled on
the Del Valle Field bleachers,
Dr. William S. Rees Jr., deputy
under secretary of Defense for
Laboratories and Basic
Sciences, gave an overview of
the intent behind the develop-
ment of the technologies stu-
dents would see that day.

After the brief, students
were divided into groups and
spread throughout the field to
look at the technology show-
case demonstrations.

Among the demonstrations,
students learned about devices
such as the portable ventilator, a
medical tool that delivers consis-
tent air flow to the lungs of a
non-breathing patient.

Students also learned about
heating and cooling clothing that
regulates the temperature of the

wearer, propelled robots that oper-
ate underwater, optic visual devices
that connect to helmets, and re-
enforced computers that can with-
stand the elements in the field.

Static displays of two up-
armored humvees, a Mine
Resistant Ambush Protected
vehicle, a 7-ton truck and a light
armored vehicle were present to
grant students a chance to climb
aboard and explore the interiors
of the vehicles.

Midway through the day, the
students gathered under a tent to
eat lunch and received Meals,
Ready-to-Eat as souvenirs.

Amanda Gonzalez, an 11th-
grader at Twentynine Palms High
School, said her favorite display in
the showcase was the tempera-
ture-regulating clothing.

“I think the heated vest was
really cool,” said the Austin, Texas,
native. “It calibrates to your body’s
heat without pressing any buttons,

and it doesn’t get too hot.”
Sabrina Olsen, a fellow 11th-

grader at the high school, said she
found the cooling vests even
more interesting.

“I think the cooling vest is a
great idea, especially out in the
desert where it’s hot,” said the
Twentynine Palms native. “All you
needed to do was add a little water
and it got surprisingly cold.”

Rees expressed gratitude in
being able to reach out to young
people and possibly ignite inspira-
tion in a few of them.

“For most of you, we look at
you and see ourselves 10, 15 or 20
years ago,” Dr. Rees said to stu-
dents. “Maybe some of you will
look at us and see yourselves in 10,
15 or 20 years from now. That’s
why we brought you here today.”
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 CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT
 Multi-state

 (excluding California)

 October 18, 2008
 71025 Indian Trail
 29 Palms, CA 92277

 REGISTER EARLY TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT

 Call 760-362-4372 for Info.
 Bureau of Criminal Investigation certified
 Instructors: Steve Donnell & Walt Coffman

 Class Includes:
 Photos
 Fingerprints (Utah)
 Permit Application
 Notary Service
 Certificate of Training
 Training Materials

WPP Kids’ day
Science, engineering made fun for future innovators

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Zack Nelson, a second-grader at Palm Vista Elementary
School in Twentynine Palms, Calif., peers down the assistant
driver’s hatch during the Wearable Power Prize competition’s
technology showcase and kid’s day at Del Valle Field Friday.

Young Marines fall in to new unit
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Eight-year-olds to twelfth graders
now have the opportunity to join
the Mojave Vipers, the newest
unit in the Young Marine
Program, which has just started in
Twentynine Palms, Calif.

To join the program, children
must be enrolled in a school certi-
fied by the state, including home-
schooled children. They also must
be an overall good student at the
school. Special needs children are
also welcome to join the new unit.

More than 25 children have
already signed up to participate
in the year-long program, said
Staff Sgt. Daniel Montague, the
Mojave Vipers’ commanding
officer who expects to get even
more children signed up during
the parent orientation meeting
Oct. 18 at Twentynine Palms
Elementary School.

“This program is designed to
teach them to resist drugs and
peer pressure,” said Montague, a
Redwood City, Calif., native. “It
also gives a lot of these children a
support group for when their
own parents deploy.”

According to a Young Marine
Program pamphlet, the overall

mission is to impact America’s
future by providing quality youth
developmental programs that
will help develop its members
into responsible citizens who
enjoy and promote a healthy,
drug-free lifestyle.

Leading Young Marines is a
mixture of 10 civilians and active
duty service members from the
surrounding community.

The unit will begin meeting in
November, and before joining the
ranks as Young Marines, each
child must complete recruit train-
ing. Throughout the training the
children learn general subjects,
such as Young Marine and Marine
Corps history, customs and cour-
tesies, close order drill, and mili-
tary rank structure.

Cpl. Lance Jones, a drill
instructor for the Mojave Vipers,
will experience being a leader for
the Young Marine Program for
the first time and has high hopes
for the new program.

“I first heard about the pro-
gram when I was overseas,” said
Jones, a Coleman, Texas, native.
“When I heard about the Mojave
Vipers, I automatically wanted to
help out.”

Recruit training is a minimum

See NEW UNIT, A11
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Tatiana Zamora, the 10-year-old daughter of
Tara and Master Sgt. Rogelio Zamora,
Combat Logistics Battalion 7 operations chief,
is a fifth-grade student at Oasis Elementary
School in Twentynine Palms, Calif., and an
avid dancer with a generous goal in mind.

Tatiana said she wants to help ill children
by collecting donations and participating in
the 2008 Junior Charger Girls event for the
San Diego Chargers Football game Nov. 9
sponsoring the Make-a-Wish Foundation.

The Make-a-Wish Foundation is a non-
profit organization that funds expenses to
grant wishes of terminally ill children.

The 2008 Junior Charger Girls event will
allow 7- to 15-year-old girls a chance to stand
on the sidelines with the Chargers’ cheerlead-
ing team during the halftime show, said Tara.

All young participants need to raise at least
$175 individually in sponsor pledges before
Oct. 27 to be eligible, according to the
Chargers’ Web site, http://www.chargers
.com. Participants who raise at least $1,000
will receive an invitation to have a sleep over
party with the Chargers girls.

Tara added her daughter is excited to
learn new dance moves from the profession-
al cheerleaders.

“I love dancing,” said Tatiana, who has
been dancing since she was 3. “It express-
es me.”

Andrea Williams, Tatiana’s dance instruc-
tor, said she has worked with Tatiana for
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Tiny dancer collects donations
for Make-a-Wish Foundation
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Tatiana Zamora, the 10-year-old daughter of Tara
and Master Sgt. Rogelio Zamora, Combat Logistics
Battalion 7 operations chief, dances in her ballet
class at the Twentynine Palms Sports and
Recreation Center Sept. 24. See DANCER, A14
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The Marine Corps Birthday
Ball is just around the corner,
and Marine Corps Community
Services’ Military Clothing
Sales store, Dry Cleaners and
Tailor Shop want to make sure
every Marine has their uniform
squared away before it is too
late.

When a Marine waits until
the last minute to check their
uniform, they run the risk of
having an unserviceable uni-
form or the clothing store run-
ning out of their size.

“The Marine Corps Ball is
when all the Marines are really
publicized,” said Lance Cpl.
Geoff Rapp, a mechanic with
Tactical Training Exercise
Control Group, who got his
uniform dry-cleaned early. “It
is important to take time and
make sure everything is correct
so you don’t show up to the ball
looking like crap.”

Donna Miller, the Military
Clothing Sales store manager,
who has been working there
since 1984, says she tries to
urge Marines to get their uni-
forms prepared before it is too
late, but normally notices
Marines in the store trying to
buy their entire uniform 10
days before the actual ball.

“Marines should be check-
ing their uniform at least 30
days before they have to wear
it,” said Miller, a Twentynine
Palms, Calif., native. “That way
if they find out they’re missing
something or their uniform
doesn’t fit, they have time to
fix it.”

The Military Clothing Sales
store is already running low on
men’s enlisted dress blue blous-
es, staff noncommissioned
officer and officer’s evening
dress uniform. They have also
begun mounting medals, which
takes seven to 10 days to com-
plete.

“It is hard to accommodate
the latecomers,” Miller said. “I
will call all around the Marine
Corps from Barstow [Calif.,] to
Hawaii to see if anyone has the
item they need, but it is nearly
impossible to get it in their size

if they come in too late.”
Marines can also take their

uniform items to the Military
Clothing Sales store or Dry
Cleaners and Tailor Shop to
ensure they fit properly.

Kyle Smith, a dry cleaning
leader at the Dry Cleaners and
Tailor Shop, says they are
already beginning to get over-
loaded with ball items.

“It can take up to three
weeks for us to complete a uni-
form depending on what was
needed,” said Smith, a Renton,
Wash., native.

Although the time is con-
stantly changing, it takes
approximately three days to put
chevrons or blood stripes on a
uniform, around two weeks for
dry cleaning, and three weeks
for tailoring and dry cleaning.

“We always try to stress to
the Marines to get their uni-
forms in early,” Smith said. “As
soon as October hits we are
slammed. Marines end up
going to the ball in their alpha’s
because they didn’t get their
dress blues into us on time.”

Miller constantly gives tips
to Marines and sailors’ regard-
ing uniform preparation to
ensure their ball goes as
smoothly as possible.

“I tell the Marines to make a
checklist of everything they
need for the ball,” Miller said.
“Especially if the ball is far
away. You would be surprised
how many Marines called our
office from Las Vegas last year
to see if anybody could take
them something they forgot.”

It is important for Marines,
who are going to the ball, to
square away their uniform and
look their best as they celebrate
the birth of the Marine Corps.
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SOLUTIONS

Squared away for the
Marine Corps Ball?
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Eddie Benitez, a fitter and tailor for the Marine Corps Community
Services Dry Cleaners and Tailor Shop, fits on an ornamentation
sleeve to a Marine Officer’s Evening Dress Uniform Oct. 7.
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As the idea of manifest destiny
began to unfold in the United
States in the 19th century, and
the country became more popu-
lated and began to grow industri-
ally, environmental encroach-
ment became more of a domi-
nant issue.

This also holds true for the
Combat Center, which is built on
the former habitat of many
desert species, including coyotes.

With the ever-increasing
human population in the region,
the wild environment has blended
into the urban environment, caus-
ing dangers for both people and
the pre-existing ecosystem.

The Natural Resources and
Environmental Affairs Division
has taken the initiative to protect
the base’s human population and
the wildlife from each other. One
way is the “catch and release pro-
gram” for coyotes and other
desert-dwelling species.

“In general, NREA’s function
is to support the Marine Corps’
mission by helping to maintain
the environment and by minimiz-
ing the risks pertaining to the
wildlife,” said Dr. Brian Henen,
an NREA ecologist. “Mostly
we’re protecting the animals from
humans, but we also help to
maintain the ecosystem and the
integrity of the base.”

The Vista, Calif., native added
the dangers of what is known as
urban wildlife can upset the bal-
ance of the ecosystem if wild
creatures become inadvertently
dependent on humans to exist.

“Currently in California, we
have a huge problem with wildlife
becoming integrated with the
urban environment we live in,” he
said. “As communities grow, they
begin to encroach on the environ-
ment. Over time, species learn to
adapt to that encroachment.”

One recent and frequent
example of “urban wildlife” is the
sightings of coyotes in the
Combat Center’s housing areas.

“Coyotes are a great example of

urban wildlife,” said Brent Husung,
an NREA natural resources spe-
cialist. “They’re a very opportunis-
tic species. Coyotes in our area are
not threatened by us anymore, so
they take to foraging for food in
our trash, eating pet food, and
seeking other nourishment not
native to their survival.

“One thing people here need
to realize is that the base was built
on their habitat, so we need to
adjust and deal with wildlife in a
delicate manner,” he added. “One
thing we want to encourage here
is that residents need to be aware
of their actions.”

Husung referred specifically to
things such as residents controlling
their trash as opposed to leaving it
out overnight and throwing it away
in the morning. Coyotes will smell
the trash, wander into the housing
areas and pick through the unat-
tended trash bags.

He also mentioned people
leaving pet food in their yards.
Although it is acceptable for
pets to eat outside, if the food
is left in the yard, coyotes will
eat it. If coyotes and other
wildlife are given the opportu-

nity to feed on residents’ trash,
they will become dependent on
it for survival and will continue
to roam the housing areas in
search of a free meal.

Husung said there were several
coyote attacks on people in San
Bernardino County last year, all of

University of South Florida, in
Tampa, Fla.

“I’ve never pressured him to be
a Marine,” Gray said. “Did I want
him to be a Marine? Not as much
as I wanted him to be happy.”

What makes White happy is
working with computers, and
though he considered the
Marines, he said the only service
that would guarantee a military
occupational specialty in the com-
puter field was the Army.

“There has been someone in

my family at least three genera-
tions back who has enlisted in an
armed service,” White said. “I
grew up thinking I would enlist at
some point, and I was just ready.”

The two men’s units prepared
for deployments at different
times, which made it difficult for
father and son to see each other.
According to Gray, the two have
seen each other about four days in
the past four years.

White’s unit learned of the
brief window of opportunity he
had to see his father – since Team
Tank is always on the move – and
graciously allowed the soldier a
short break from his duties to fly
to Al Asad. Gray served as the
event planner for this visit, taking
his son out to the CMP shoot, and
then the next day, letting him fire a
round from a tank’s main gun.

“We don’t get a lot of exposure
to weapons,” White said, referring
to his computer MOS with the
Army. “We don’t get combat-arms
missions; (we are) combat support.”

“Which is how his mom
prefers it,” Gray added.

Team Tank operates in austere
conditions and is based in
Fallujah, but is never in a forward-
operating base or combat outpost
for more than a few weeks at a
time. Their mission, to help rid
the country of foreign fighters
from organizations like Al Qaeda
in Iraq by sweeping in remote
areas outside of populated areas,
calls for the nomadic unit to often

live out of their vehicles.
Army Staff Sgt. Edward L.

Fourquet, 27, communications sec-
tion non-commissioned officer-in-
charge with 4th Psychological
Operations Group, noted that
White has earned numerous
Soldier of the Month awards from
various command levels and has
been consistently promoted of the
soldiers in his grade.

Gray said that his son hasn’t
just made an impression on the
Army, but has also inspired other
young people.

“He’s had a huge impact on all
(his siblings’) lives as a big broth-
er,” said Gray. “They all admire
him immensely.”

According to Gray, despite his
popularity at home, White rarely
hears a “hoo-ah,” the Army’s moti-
vational cry. His younger siblings –
Skylinn, 18, Richard, 13, and
Emma, 11 – prefer the “ooh rah”
of their father’s service. Emma
also tells White his hair is too long.

The two service members
have now gone their separate
ways, planning to rejoin as a fam-
ily in California after the new
year. But this short visit was
something that father and son
will always remember.

“This visit has been memorable,
and we’re hoping that it’s a once-in-
a-lifetime thing, in that neither one
of us returns to Iraq (at the same
time),” Gray said. “There’s enough
stress on his mother to have both
of us here at the same time.”
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 Local Auto Glass Specialist

 • In Shop Or Free Mobile Service
 • Home Or Business
 • Insurance Claims Welcome
 • Rock Chip Repair
 • The Auto Glass Experts

rrs TM 760-369-2122

 FREE
 PHONE

 QUOTES!

 We come to you  @  your convenience!
 56530 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 Mon. - Fri. 8-5 • Sat. by appt.

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time 
 Resident Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

NREA works to keep wildlife wild

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

A coyote that was trapped by Natural Resources and
Environmental Affairs in the Ocotillo Heights housing area Oct. 3
stalks around a cage at the Sand Hill training area shortly before
its release. As of Aug. 1, NREA natural resources specialists
began an initiative to track coyotes entering the Combat Center’s
residential areas foraging for food. This animal was the second to
be trapped, the first having been captured Sept. 27.

See COYOTE, A12
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 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler
 72878 29 Palms Hwy. • Twentynine Palms

 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430
 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!!

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 NEW CARS  NEW CARS  NEW CARS 
 ARRIVING  ARRIVING  ARRIVING 

 — DAILY! — DAILY! — DAILY!

 On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepara tion charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 10-15-08

 Was $18,888 
 Sale $16,888

 03 MITSUBISHI 
 ECLIPSE SPYDER GTS

 125833

 Was $17,888
 Sale $13,888

 05 CHEVY MONTE 
 CARLO

 195877

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 01 BMW 330I

 FJ70961

 Was $19,888 
 Sale $17,888

 06 NISSAN 
 ALTIMA

 446638

 Was $15,888 
 Sale $12,888

 06 SUZUKI XL7

 106507

 Was $38,888
 Sale $26,888

 06  FORD  F250
 XLT SUPER DUTY

 ED45083

 Was $19,888
 Sale $16,888

 07 PONTIAC G6

 74216303

 Was $17,888
 Sale $15,888

 05 JEEP 
 WRANGLER

 342410

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 07 MERCURY MILAN

 640753

 “MUST GO SALES EVENT” “MUST GO SALES EVENT”

 BUY LOCAL! BUY LOCAL! BUY LOCAL!

 Was $14,888
 Sale $12,888

 55193341

 03 FORD MUSTANG
 CONVERITBLE

 Was $16,888
 Sale $12,888

 6W172403

 06 JEEP LIBERTY

of 26 hours where each child
must complete a modified phys-
ical fitness test and pass tests on
all the curriculum taught
throughout the training.

“If the child fails boot camp,
[they] will be recycled to the next
recruit training or will be dis-

charged,” Montague said.
“Although, every effort will be
made to help the child pass.”

After completing recruit train-
ing, the new Young Marines will
perform close order drill every
Friday and participate in various
community services and fundrais-
ers throughout the community.
Each child must complete 240

hours of community service every
year and the money they raise will
help pay for their Marine Corps
Ball trip to Hawaii this year.

If a Young Marine reaches the
rank of sergeant in the program
and decides to enlist in the armed
services, they are contracted to be
promoted to E-2 within any
branch after successful comple-

tion of basic training.
As the Young Marines partici-

pate in different events and com-
plete different training they will
receive badges and ribbons to show
their dedication and hard work dur-
ing their time in the program.

“These children are learning
values they can use throughout
the rest of their life,” said Staff

Sgt. Fred Mancuso, a Mojave
Vipers adult staff and instructor.
“We worked hard to put this
organization together for the chil-
dren. Our goal is to give these
kids guidance and leadership.”

For more information regard-
ing the Young Marine Program
contact Montague at ymmon-
tague@yahoo.com.

NEW UNIT, from A7



which were carried out by the
urban wildlife.

“Usually, a coyote can be
scared off by making noise and
throwing rocks,” he said.
“However, these urban coyotes
do not fear humans and will
attack them in order to survive.”

Many coyotes have been
spotted in the Combat Center’s
training and housing areas. On
Aug. 1, the NREA natural
resources specialists set up a
trap in the Ocotillo Heights
housing area after a resident
called the Provost Marshal’s
Office and reported a coyote
skulking around a playground,

which could be potentially
harmful to children.

The first coyote was trapped
Sept. 27, said Husung. NREA
retrieved the animal, marked it and
released it in the Combat Center’s
Sand Hill training area, several
miles west of Camp Wilson.

On the morning of Oct. 1,
a second coyote was captured
in Ocotillo Heights. This coy-
ote was also marked by NREA
and subsequently released into
the Sand Hill training area.
While the coyote was in
NREA custody, Henen was
able to analyze what it had
been eating recently by exam-
ining its feces.

“Coyotes are omnivores, mean-
ing they eat all sorts of things,”
said Henen. “They eat a lot of
lizards and rodents, but also eat
berries and other plants as well.

“Because there is an absence
of evidence indicating it has been
maintaining its natural diet, we
can assume this animal has been
eating processed food, most likely
pet food,” he added. “If it were
following its regular diet, we
would be able to find traces of
hair, scales, bones or plants in the
feces, but we can’t.”

Through further analysis,
Henen was able to determine the
coyote was, in fact, eating
processed pet food, most likely
dog food.

According to California state
law and Combat Center Order
5090.1C, feeding wildlife is not
only dangerous, but also illegal.
Killing wildlife is also illegal. The
California Fish and Game Web
site, http://www.keepmewild.org,
provides information for many
types of desert-dwelling creatures

and how to avoid encroaching on
their habitats.

Another danger facing
Combat Center residents is the
possibility of contracting rabies,
said Husung. Coyotes and other
desert wildlife have been known
to carry rabies, and coming into
contact with the animals can be
hazardous to humans, especially
children.

Henen and Husung both
agree educating people about
local wildlife is paramount. It not
only raises awareness among
Combat Center residents, but
also provides them with knowl-
edge about what to do if the
encounter any wildlife.

“Education is extremely
important to help maintain natu-
ral resources,” said Henen. “The
best approach is to be a good sci-
entist, which is someone who is
observant, knows about the ani-
mals, and knows not to interfere.
We can‘t have wildlife becoming
dependent on people -- it‘s just
too dangerous.”

For more information about
wildlife preservation, call
NREA at 830-7396, or log on to
the California Fish and Game
Web site.

COYOTE, from A10
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 7:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 9:00 am • Holy Eucharist 9:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study After Service
 We’re Here for Everyone

 Phone (760) 367-7133
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms

 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Father Ian Hanley
 Sunday School,  Holy Eucharist 11:30 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.          365-7133

 Just the Best place to get Married

 Assembly of God 
 Church

 Pastor Frank Ferrandini
 Sunday School 9:30 am

 Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
 Wednesday dinner at 6;00 pm

 Wed. Service 7:00 pm
 73331 Sullivan Road, 29 Palms • 367-9973

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Wonder Valley 
 Community Church

 82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
 Office: 367-0279

 Bible studies:  9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
 Worship:  5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday

 Pastor: Rex Shaver
 Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of God

 will never take you

 where the grace of

 God will not protect you . ”

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla
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 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Rob D. Watkins
 Pastor

 57175 Crestview Drive , Yucca Valley, CA., 92284

 Sunday School..........9:45 A.M.
 Morning Services......8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
 Evening Service........6:00 P.M.

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 760-365-9731 760-365-9731 (Hwy 247 across from Yucca Valley airport)

 • Nursery Care Available
   • DON’T MISS “From Calvary with Love”,
       Sunday 10 a.m. on Channel 10
       • Home of Calvary Baptist Church School K-12

 Militar
y 

 Welcom
e!

 Anglican
 Mission Fellowship
 Sunday Eucharist 

 at 9:30 AM
 58414 Diadem Dr.

 Yucca Valley
 760-989-0006

 Call for other classes
 In unity with the Anglican 
 Missions in the America’s

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Compañerismo de
 Creyentes en Cristo

 FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
 (meets at Little Church  of the  Desert)

 6079 Adobe Road
 Twentynine Palms, California 92277

 SUNDAY/DOMINGO:     1:00 P.M. 
 Albert L. Perez, Pastor  (760) 819-9669

 E-mail: creyente-y-siervo@verizon.net
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Marines from Company A, 1/7, provide security as their fellow
riflemen gain entrance to a building through the window during
a battalion clear of the  Combat Center’s MOUT facility at
range 215 Oct. 2. During the 10-day battalion field exercise the
Marines and sailors of 1/7 were educated in tank and infantry
integration, mechanized vehicle and infantry integration, entry
control points, and census patrols.

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
Sunday

Roman Catholic Services
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Chapel
Faith Formation/CCD-8 a.m.
Confessions+ - 8:45 a.m.
Rosary - 9 a.m.
Catholic Mass* - 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
9:30 a.m.
Confessions+ - 4:15 p.m.
Choir Practice - 4 p.m.
Rosary - 4:30 p.m.
Catholic Mass - 5 p.m.
Protestant Services
Christ Chapel
Lay-Led Independent Baptist
Breakfast, West Wing - 8:30 a.m.
Non-Demominational Service
Worship - 9 a.m.
Children’s Church - 9 a.m.
Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group 6 p.m.
Pastor-Led Lutheran Worship
Worship-NHTP Chapel-11:15 a.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Service
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
Legend
* Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions by calling 830-6456/6482
Weekday Events
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass Mon-Fri - 11:45
a.m. (except holidays)
Monday
Christ Chapel
Praise & Worship Rehearsal-4 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass, Mon-Fri - 
11:45 a.m. (except holidays)

Tuesday
Christ Chapel
Christian Women’s Fellowship* -
9 a.m., (September – May)
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Children’s RCIA - 4–5:30 p.m.
Catechist Meeting - 5–8 p.m.
(Second Tuesday each month)
Baptism Class - 6–7:30 p.m.
(First Tuesday each month)
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. Chaplain
Hester 830-6187
Wednesday
Christ Chapel
Praise Band Rehearsal - 6 p.m.
Food/Fellowship - 6:30 p.m.
Non-Denomination Bible Study-
7 p.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study-7 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Military Council of Catholic
Women* - 9:30 a.m. Sept. – May
Youth Teen - 6 p.m.
Knights of Columbus - 7 p.m.
(1st Wednesday each month)
Thursday
Immaculate Heart of Mary
RCIA-6-7:30 p.m. Resumes Sept. 11
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 11:30 a.m., Chaplain
Moran 830-6187
Friday
Christ Chapel
Gospel Rehearsal - 5 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Exposition/Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament 12:15-4:30 p.m.
(First Friday each month)

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the upcoming Friday’s
paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified ads
containing items of personal
property offered by and for
individuals authorized to use
this service. Such ads must
represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

11998877  GGMMCC  TTRRUUCCKK, crew
cab with 8' flatbed, automat-
ic, set up for gooseneck,
$2,500 OBO. Call 447-0499
10/10/08 

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK..
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, 4
speed with overdrive. Set up
for gooseneck or 5th wheel.
$3,500 OBO. Call 447-0499.
10/10/08

22000077  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
SSOOFFTTAAIILL  DDEELLUUXXEE Less
than 2k miles. Under war-
ranty until 2014 (transfer-
able). Custom pipes, huge
saddlebags, windshield, etc.
$19k o.b.o. Serious inquiries
only, 401-4708. 9/12/08

22000011  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
FFLLHHRRCCII.. Black. Outstanding
condition, 16,100 miles.
Stage I Kit. Chrome hand
control, inner primary, trans-
mission interface, completely
chromed out, alarm, pipes
(Hooker tune flow), braided
cables. All service done by
certified Harley Davidson
personnel. $11,000. Call
819-1677 ask for Bo. 8/22/08

22000066  VV--66  DDAARRKK  GGRREEEENN
TTOOYYOOTTAA  TTUUNNDDRRAA extended
king cab. 50,000 original miles
with one owner. Regularly ser-
viced. AM/FM/CD Tape and
back-up TV camera and mon-
itor. Selling for $12,750. Call
285-3316. 8/22/08

22000044  KKAAWWAASSAAKKII  KKFFXX770000
V-force, 6 PLY holes hot
XCT’s, Sand Star Paddles
mounted, $3,200 OBO. Call
819-9353. 8/22/08

MMIISSCC..

FFUULLLL  SSIIZZEE  SSEETT  MMAATT--
TTRREESSSSEESS brand new $175.
Please call 361-3509.
10/10/08

BBAABBYY  SSTTRROOLLLLEERR  $20.
Baby swings $12 and $15.
Call 362-4131. 10/10/08

CCHHIIHHUUAAHHUUAA small female,
1 1/2 years old. Loving, gen-
tle, good with kids and dogs.
House trained, all shots
$100. Call 364-1133.
10/10/08

SSNNCCOO  EEVVEENNIINNGG  DDRREESSSS
Mess/w GySgt Chevrons
42R, trousers 34 all acces-
sories included, like new
worn only twice $380 obo.
Blues jacket 41R anodized
buttons, 2 trousers 1
33R/30L $50 all 3 call 760-
408-3505. 10/10/08

22000044  EEPPIIPPHHOONNEE  SSGG--
MMOODDEELL  4400SSTTRRIINNGG  BBAASSSS
GGUUIITTAARR  Volume, treble
knobs, one bridge humbuck-
er pick-up. $150 OBO. 888-
7100 or 830-5138. 10/3/08

33  BBDDRRMM,, 22  BBAATTHH  UUPPPPEERR
SSKKYY  HHAARRBBOORR,, YY..VV.. No pets
or smoking. $1400 per
month plus deposit. 333-
0795 10/3/08

DDAARRKK  GGRREEYY  SSOOFFAA  &&
LLOOVVEESSEEAATT.. $350 OBO
(Looks like new). Please call
(928) 920-5614. 10/3/08

CCHHAAIINN  LLIINNKK  FFEENNCCEE  you
pull, leather couch, washer
and dryer, computer desk,
master bedroom set, enter-
tainment center. Everything
must go! Call for prices at
368-0472. 10/3/08

LLAARRGGEE  BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT
CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT.. Oak fin-
ish. $300. firm. Call Stephen
at 567-0400. 9/2/08

TTHHOOUUSSAANNDDSS  OOFF  CCOOLL--
LLEECCTTIIBBLLEE  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL,,
FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL,, SSTTAARR  TTRREEKK  &&
SSTTAARR  WWAARRSS  CCAARRDDSS (Also
some basketball) Many dol-
lars below appraised value.
Call Stephen at 567-0400.
9/26/08

PPAAPPIILLLLOONN  PPUUPPPPYY  -- AKC,
Tri color, Male, $600.
Michelle 285-2302. 9/26/08

XXBBOOXX  SSYYSSTTEEMM, w/ 4 con-
trollers and 5 games: Halo
2, Ghost Recon 2, First to
Fight, NCAA Football 2005,
Tiger Woods PGA 2005.
$175. Call (210) 878-5920.
9/26/08

LLAARRGGEE  DDOOGG  KKEENNNNEELL..
$25 o.b.o. Call 910-9300 or
673-9252. 9/12/08

33--YYEEAARR--OOLLDD  PPUURREEBBRREEDD
WWHHIITTEE  PPEEKKIINNGGEESSEE,,
house-broken, shots up to
date. $150 o.b.o. Call (760)
910-9300 or 673-9252.
9/12/08

55--MMOONNTTHH--OOLLDD  WWAASSHHEERR,,
excellent condition. $200
o.b.o. Call 910-9300 or 673-
9252. 9/12/08

WWHHIITTEE  WWRROOUUGGHHTT  IIRROONN
TTRRUUNNDDLLEE  DDAAYYBBEEDD w/ two
mattresses. $140. Entertain-
ment center $50. Call 367-
3793. 9/12/08

Alaska, said as part of their COIN
training, the Marines and sailors of
1/7 were educated in tank and
infantry integration, mechanized
vehicle and infantry integration,
and entry control points.

He said the Marines and sailors
also learned census patrols, which
are everyday occurrences in Iraq,
and involve patrolling and going
house-to-house in order to gain a
better knowledge of the local
community and surroundings.

In addition to census patrols,
1/7 also worked on honing their
skills in “precision violence,” said
Moore.

“The idea is that you isolate a
threat and deal with that threat,
specifically minimizing collater-
al damage,” said Moore.

Once the exercise was fin-
ished, Moore said he was very sat-
isfied with how the training went
and how his Marines and sailors
performed.

“I was very pleased with the
Marines’ performance,” said
Moore. “The battalion clear with
all the pyrotechnics really gave a
sense of realism to the Marines.”

During the patrol, Moore said
Company A found every IED
threat, did not injure or kill any
civilians, worked well with the
Iraqi Police, and even impressed
the role players.

At the debriefing immediately
following the exercise, a role player
addressed the company and told

the Marines personally that their
effort was the best he had seen
because it was accurate and the
civilian population and homes of
the mock-village were respected.

1st Lt. Christopher W.
Simpson, the executive officer of
Company A, was also satisfied
with the company’s effort and
while he admitted there will
always be room for improvement,
he was pleased to see the compa-
ny further along in its training
than expected.

Simpson, a native of
Rochester, N.Y., said the exercise
showed that the company has
grown closer over the past few

months, and he is proud to watch
the Marines grow as individuals
and as a company.

Cpl. Walter Pilkington, a field
radio operator with Company A,
shared the same feeling as his
executive officer.

“There is always room from
improvement,” said Pilkington,
a native of Fort Collins, Colo.
“But I think we came together
as a group and are working bet-
ter together.”

After hiking an estimated three
miles back from the field, 1/7
worked to get things in order
before getting some well-earned
rest and relaxation.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Marines and sailors from Company A, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, prepare to maneuver through the Combat Center’s mil-
itary operations in urban terrain facility at Range 215 during a bat-
talion clear of the town Oct. 2.

MOUT from, A1
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more than two years at her dance
studio.

Tatiana started dancing in
Williams’ studio after working
hard to earn a scholarship, and
therefore has more expected of
her, said Williams, a Perris,
Calif., native.

“She is a lot more focused than
other girls her age,” said Williams.
“She actually makes corrections

when given them, and she will be
the first to try the more challeng-
ing version of a dance even if
there is an easier version. She’s
very quiet, but very passionate
about dancing.”

Tara said she is proud of her
daughter’s talent and initiative in
helping others.

“It’s a great experience to see
my daughter grow in this way,”
said the Oceanside, Calif., native.
“She reviewed the Make-A-Wish

Foundation Web site and saw the
wishes the kids had. She immedi-
ately wanted to raise as much
money as she could to help. As a
mom, I am so proud of her and
what she wants to do.”

Tatiana’s father said he feels
the same way about his daughter’s
aspirations.

“I couldn't be more proud of
her,” said the El Paso, Texas,
native. “She’s been putting in so
much effort and talking to our

family and friends about making
her goal. She’s working hard and
will see the results of her efforts
at the end of this.”

Tara said she believes this
opportunity will build her
daughter’s confidence by having
her dance in front a crowd esti-
mated to be more than 65,000
strong, as well as show her how
it feels to do good things for
those in need.

To date, more than 161,000

wishes of terminally ill children
have been granted through the
Make-a-Wish Foundation, accord-
ing to the official foundation Web
site http://wish.org.

The foundation may collect
donations under the 2008
Combined Federal Campaign. To
learn more about the foundation,
visit the Web site. For more infor-
mation on the Chargers’ girls
event, visit the Web site
http://www.chargers.com.

DANCER, from A8
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Drama Killers dominates Dental Pain, 18-8
CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  HHUUGGHHEESS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Co-ed Winter Softball League
hit off its third game night of the
season when Drama Killers per-
formed a root canal on Dental
Pain with a final score 18-8 Oct. 2
at Felix Field.

The league is in its eighth con-
secutive year aboard the base and
allows Marines, sailors, spouses

and Combat Center older chil-
dren a chance to play regardless
of skill level.

“It gives a chance for husbands
and wives to play together, and it’s
not nearly as competitive as the
other leagues. It’s mostly for fun,”
said Debra Sullivan, the Drama
Killers’ coach.

The game started rough for
Dental Pain, leading off in the first
with no hits and playing two short
in the field. Drama Killers took
advantage of the lack of field cov-
erage and ended the inning 3-0.

“We were missing a female so
we had to play two down in the
field,” said Hartvig Holmberg, an
outfielder and pitcher for Dental
Pain. “I was hoping for two more
players during the first inning.”

The league has rules to make
sure all players get a fair chance to
play. For every male in the field
there must also be a female, so if a
team is short one female player
they must pull a male player out of
the game.

With a late arrival in the second
inning and a full team out in the
field, Dental Pain launched a
comeback in the top of the third
with a hitting streak, allowing five
runners to score and bringing

them within four points of Drama
Killers with a tally of 11-7.

Drama Killers ended Dental
Pain’s scoring and held them to
only one run in the remaining
innings. Drama Killers added seven
additional runs to the board in the
fourth and fifth ending the game
prematurely due to a 10-run lead.

Drama Killers’ left center field-
er Daniel “Sulli” Sullivan had the
heaviest bat knocking in two home
runs and six RBIs. Sullivan helped
carry Drama Killers’ record to 2-0
as of Oct. 2.

Even with a loss, Holmberg was
still proud of his team increasing
their skills from the pervious
game. “Some of the players on the
team hadn’t played before,” said
Holmberg. “They have improved
so much on hitting that their hard
work paid off; it really showed.”

Win or lose, the league is really
for those who just enjoy playing,
said Randy Husted, a sports special-
ist with Marine Corps Community
Services. It also allows the teams to
play together to gain more experi-
ence so they are better prepared for
tournaments in the area.

The next scheduled games are
Thursday at 6:45 p.m. and 8 p.m.
on Felix Field.

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  HHUUGGHHEESS

Drama Killers’ outfielder Dawn
Edwards swings during her first
at bat Oct. 2 at Felix Field.

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  HHUUGGHHEESS

Drama Killers’ first baseman T.C. Gray prepares to field a throw
as a player with Dental Pain runs through first base in the top
of the third inning Oct. 2 at Felix Field.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  NNEERRLL

Headquarters Battalion quarterback Charles Jefferson scans the
defense before he calls the play. MCCES remains the only unde-
feated team in the league as of week three with a record of 3-0.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  NNEERRLL

Headquarters Battalion quarterback Charles Jefferson evades
MCCES defensive players as the passing pocket collapses
around him.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  NNEERRLL

Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School running
back Quran Douglas Greene breaks through Headquarters
Battalion defensive players to gain a first down. Headquarters
fell to 1 and 2 following their 12-10 loss to MCCES Oct. 1 at the
Combat Center’s Felix Field.

MCCES rolls over another opponent
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School has become a
force to be reckoned with during
the 2008 season of the
Commanding General’s
Intramural Football League. They
continued their undefeated sea-
son Oct. 1 beating Headquarters
Battalion at the Combat Center’s
Felix Field.

MCCES followed their week
two 21-6 blowout of 1st Tank
Battalion with their bout against
last year’s base champions,
Headquarters. Immediately
after the Tanks’ victory,
MCCES began preparing for its
game against Headquarters,
who are also Best in the West
Champions.

“We feel good about the
game we played,” said
MCCES’ head coach Glenn
Schott, a native of Brentwood,
N.Y., after their week two vic-
tory over Tanks. “We have lots
of room for improvement
before next week, and with our
work ethic we’ll get there.”

When the game began,
Headquarters received the
opening kickoff. After punting
on a three-and-out on their ini-
tial possession, Headquarters
recovered a MCCES fumble
inside their 50 and returned the
ball for a touchdown and fol-
lowed by a two-point conver-
sion.

The first quarter closed out
8-0 in favor of Headquarters
after a MCCES defensive stand
in their own red zone.

MCCES began the second
quarter of the game strong,
driving downfield right away to
score, but lost the extra point
when the kick was blocked.

The Headquarters offense
proved inconsistent again when

they turned over the ball at the
MCCES 12-yard line on a fum-
ble, on which MCCES failed to
capitalize.

The first half drew to an end
with a score of 8-6, still in
favor of Headquarters.

At halftime the MCCES
coach motivated and reas-
sured his players that the
game would end in their
favor if they continued to
play the way they were.

“We’re dominating them,”
said Schott, “They can’t stop us
on either side of the ball and
our defense is looking strong.
They can’t cover us on offense.
We can run and pass on them
all night. It’s over, we’re done
playing around.”

The MCCES team chanted
and yelled all together, and got
fired up for the second half as
they prepared to take the field
again. However, MCCES start-
ed off the second half with the
ball, but failed to score.

Headquarters drove from
midfield to the MCCES red
zone only to be stopped short
when their pass was intercept-
ed by MCCES in the end zone.

Headquarters made the next
score of the game, when a high
snap on a punt in the MCCES
end zone resulted in punter
Tobias Sheers scrambling to kick
the ball out of bounds, resulting
in a safety in favor of
Headquarters.

The third quarter remained a
tug-of-war between the two
teams for points with numer-
ous failing drives.

The defensive stand went
late into the fourth quarter
when MCCES quarterback
Anthony Russell, a
Warrenton, N.C., native, lead
his team to a crucial touch-
down inside of two minutes
— the final touchdown of the

game that put MCCES up by
two.

Headquarters’ responding
drive was pushed back by the
MCCES defense, and the clock
wound down to zero with a
score of 12-10 in favor of
MCCES.

The MCCES team was over-
joyed with their victory of the
perceived best team on base.

The head coach congratulat-
ed his players on their night’s
performance.

“I’ve got two syllables for
you — de-fense,” said Schott.
“It’s been a long time coming,
and we finally beat the mythi-
cal gods of Headquarters, we
made mistakes, but we over-
came them.”

Headquarters coach
Daymian Brown, who is a
native of Abdington, Pa., said
after the game the team needs
to begin making position
changes and get back to what
they’re good at.

“We need to change people
around to better suit the team
concept,” Brown said. “We
tended to get away from it [the
running game], and use our
receivers more. The  more
passes, the more interceptions.
The only people in a game who
like interceptions are the other
team’s defenses.”

Headquarters players such
as Tony Hall, the center and a
native of Tyler, Texas, believe
changes and hard work will pay
off for the team.

“We’re progressing, and
working very hard at it,” Hall
said. “We’re learning from out
mistakes. All we need to do is
put up more points and keep
improving on our defense.”

Hall added with work done
on the team’s offense winning
will become regular again for
them.
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CARS & TRUCKS AT GREAT PRICES QUALITY PRE-OWNED CARS & TRUCKS AT GREAT PRICES

2004 FORD F-150 STX SUPER CAB

2005 FORD RANGER STX SUPER CAB

2007 FORD F-150 XLT SUPERCREW

2002 FORD F-150 XLT

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 SLT QUAD CAB

2007 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT EXT. CAB

2005 FORD EXPLORER XLS 4X4

2007 TOYOTA TACOMA

2005 FORD F-250 LARIAT SUPER DUTY 4X4

VIN B80918 / STK P1535

VIN A76986 / STK P1387

VIN C60546 / STK P1503

VIN B59977 / STK 8T170A

VIN 143251 / STK P1485

VIN 652301 / STK P1511

VIN A62565 / STK P1547

VIN 325945 / STK P1550

VIN A61056 / STK P1517

$13,977

$10,997

$15,997

$7,997

$12,997

$16,997

$10,977

$13,997

$21,997

*ALL DISCOUNTS AFTER $7,000 MFG REBATE, $500 FMCC BONUS CASH, $500 MILITARY APPRECIATION REBATE, MUST FINANCE THROUGH FMCC TO RECEIVE BONUS CASH.

ALL
F-150s

OFF
MSRP*

$12,000
ALL
F-250s

OFF
MSRP*

$13,000
ALL
F-350s

OFF
MSRP*

$14,000

SOLD


