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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Marines and sailors of the Combat Center sit in silence and watch
as the names and photos of Marines and sailors who have made
the ultimate sacrifice are displayed on the screen of the Combat
Center’s Sunset Cinema during the 4th Annual Fallen Heroes
Memorial Service Oct. 31.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Eric “E-dub” Whitcomb rides alongside the fence and mingles with the crowd of attendees at the
Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School Second Safety Fair at Victory Field Oct. 30.
The fair featured riders, along with safety training and exhibits from various organizations.

MCCES puts on a Safety Show
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The second Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics
School Safety Fair, was hosted by
the MCCES safety office and vari-
ous other organizations at Victory
Field Oct. 30.

MCCES held the fair to ensure
their students completed annual
safety requirements while also
enjoying motorcycle stunt shows
and booth exhibits from various
organizations.

The students and MCCES staff
were the primary body of atten-
dees at the event, but it was also
open to all personnel aboard the
base, said Dr. Joyce Teters, the safe-
ty manager for MCCES and a
native of Sioux Falls, S.D.

Training was also done on sui-
cide prevention and many other
topics aside from motorcycle and
vehicle safety.

Aside from training, many

See SAFETY, A4

Combat Center community
remembers fallen warriors
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Tears were shed, hearts were
uplifted, and even a few smiles
were cracked Oct. 31 when, in
loving memory and remem-
brance, Marines and sailors from
the Combat Center who have
made the ultimate sacrifice were
honored during the 4th Annual
Fallen Heroes Memorial Service
at the Sunset Cinema.

“It was to remember and
honor those individuals from this
base that didn’t come home and

gave their lives for this country,”
said Lt. Terry L. Moran, a battal-
ion chaplain with the Marine
Corps Communications-
Electronics School.

The ceremony opened with
the playing of the Marines’ Hymn
and the marching on of the col-
ors before an opening prayer led
by Lt. Cmdr. Emile G. Moured,
the deputy director of the
Religious Ministries Directorate.

After the prayer concluded,
Alex Pacheco, the director of
the Combat Center’s Business

See HEROES, A10

Marine Corps honors 27th commandant
CCPPLL..  FFRRAANNSS  EE..  LLAABBRRAANNCCHHEE
HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS

ST. FRANCISVILLE, La. –
Hundreds of people huddled
beneath massive oak trees next to
Grace Episcopal Church Nov. 3
to pay their last respects to Gen.
Robert H. Barrow, 27th comman-
dant of the Marine Corps.

“Gen. Barrow really focused on
people, he believed that it wasn’t so
important how many people
became Marines, but their quality,”
said Lt. Gen. Jack Bergman, com-
mander of Marine Forces Reserve.
“He knew that the quality of his
Marines would help overcome the
challenges facing the Corps.”

Another Marine at the cere-

mony said Barrow’s belief and
dedication to the Corps may only
have been rivaled by the Marines’
determination to honor him one
last time.

“He deserves everything we can
do for him,” said Gunnery Sgt.
William Dixon, Marine Corps
funeral director. “It’s nothing for us
to dedicate this time and work to a
man that worked for more than 40
years for the Marine Corps.”

Barrow’s family, who has been
a part of the St. Francisville com-
munity even before the Civil War,
is well known throughout the
town. Many residents also consid-
er him somewhat of a legend.

“I think that it’s really inspiring
to know that an American hero

lives in your town,” said Dorothy
Hammond, a neighbor and local
shop owner. “Even in his death,
Gen. Barrow has brought some-
thing beautiful (the ceremony) to
this sleepy town.”

Gen. James Conway, comman-
dant of the Marine Corps, and
Gen. Carl Mundy, former com-
mandant of the Marine Corps
from 1991-1995, participated in
the ceremony by delivering the
eulogy and presenting the burial
colors to Barrow’s next of kin.

According to an article pub-
lished in the Advocate (La.) news-
paper, Conway praised Barrow
for his many initiatives ranging

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Gen. Robert H. Barrow, 27th
commandant of the Marine
Corps was honored at Grace
Episcopal Church in St.
Francisville, La., Nov. 3.See 27TH CMC, A15
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HOLDING WATER

Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, nation-
al origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor
of the purchaser, user or patron. Editorial con-
tent is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All
photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the
Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417,
during normal working hours at (760) 830-6213
or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.

Press Chief/Editor Sgt. Regina N. Ortiz
Layout, Design Leslie Shaw

Public Affairs Officer Jennie E. Haskamp
Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox
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Observation Post

Centerspeak

COMBAT ENGINEER, 3RD CEB

“Ithink gas prices are
going to start to go

down and the war might
not go on for too much

longer.”

PFC. ANTHONY BLANEY STAFF SGT. TIMOTHY DEFOOR

LAV CREWMAN, 3RD LAR

“Ithink military spend-
ing is going to get

increasingly downgraded.”

PLATOON COMMANDER, CO. B, 1/7

“I think we’ll focus more
on Afghanistan and see

increased health benefits for
veterans.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

What do you think will change the most under the
Obama Administration?

2ND LT. NICK MORENO

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine
Corps, under exclusive written contract with the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the military services. Contents of the
Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the United States Government, the
DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts
and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by
the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert Publishing of
the services advertised.
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Major composition
5. Out of kilter
10.Some roll call 

votes
14.Goat cheese
15.Alfalfa’s “Our 

Gang” heart throb
16.Donuts,

mathematically
17.Mellow brass
19.Bean grown for 

sprouts
20.Metallic quality
21.“Yer dern __!”
23.XXX part
26.LAX posting
27.Locales for sedges

and reeds
28.Temptress’s asset
30.The haves have it
31.Like an epee’s 

point
32.Shrewd
33.Gave a thumbs-up 

to
36.Reply to 

“Shall we?”
37.Bulgaria’s capital
38.On the briny

39.SASE, e.g.
40.Bird in a Poe classic
41.Bishop’s topper
42.One with a cure
44.Instigate
45.Dry as a desert
47.Bert Bobbsey’s 

twin
48.Guitar innovator 

__ Paul
49.Was gaga over
50.Burger unit
52.Rhett Butler’s last 

word
53.Vacation spot on 

the shore
58.James, winner of a

posthumous 
Pulitzer

59.Houston pro
60.Pipe problem
61.The Virgin Is., e.g.
62.Make even shorter,

say
63.MacLachlan of

“Twin Peaks”

DDOOWWNN
1. On vacation
2. __ capita income
3. Beehive State 

tribesman
4. __ serif
5. Stick like glue
6. Bill, host of

“RealTime”
7. One of a set of

clubs
8. Camera type, briefly
9. __winds (California

phenomenon)
10.Maximally
11.Lodging for young

travelers
12.Banks in 

Cooperstown
13.Coaches give them
18.Visual aid in a 

presentation
22.Paris Airport
23.Postpone, as a 

motion
24.Partner of Burns
25.Bobby Thomson’s

1951 blast, notably
27.“__ Black” (1997 

sci-fi spoof)

29.Young __ (tykes)
30.Piece of Necco 

candy
32.Witches’ group
34.New Hampshire 

college town
35.Feathered missiles
37.Restaurant area 

with a sneeze guard
38.Align the crosshairs
40.Like proverbial 

hen’s teeth
41.Billing period,

often
43.One bringing 

home the bacon
44.Sailor’s measure of

depth
45.Nobelist with Begin
46.Pithy saying
47.Mollusk shell 

material
50.Garden walkway
51.The “sun” in 

“sunnyside up”
54.Language suffix
55.One-eighty
56.__ ammoniac
57.__out (barely 

make)

Employee Spotlight
NNaammee:: Norwilyn Ault
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Retail Operation Assistant
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: Combat Center Home Store
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Customer service, closing and opening
the store, and fulfilling managerial tasks when the
manager is not here.
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Philippines.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Martial arts, stick fighting, and off-roading
in the desert
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  AAcchhiieevveemmeennttss:: Just promoted to current
position at the Home Store.

MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: Wife of Gunnery Sgt. Anthony L. Ault, an expeditionary air-
field operations chief with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374.
TToo  aatt  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: 2 years.

[[SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA1144

Admin Corner
IIPPAACC  
MCAGCC

MMCCAAGGCCCC  MMUUCC:: Per Marine
Adminstrative Message 602/08,
Headquarters Battalion, is the only unit
to receive the Meritorious Unit
Commendation for the period of Oct.
1, 2005 – Sept. 30, 2006

SSppeecciiaall  LLeeaavvee  AAccccrruuaall  ((SSLLAA))::
Effective Oct. 1, all Marines with

leave balances in excess of 75 days
automatically had their leave balances
reduced to 75 days, in accordance with
Marine Corps Order P1050.3H with
changes 1-4.

If you lost leave due to this automat-
ic fiscal year reduction, report to your
respective S-1 office in order to com-
plete a request for leave restoration.
Leave restoration is based upon the
Eligibility Criteria listed in paragraph
2008.1 of MCO P1050.3H with
changes 1-4.

Do not report to or submit
requests for leave restoration to
the Installation Personnel

Administration Center. All
requests must be submitted
through your respective chain of
command for approving authority.

UUSSMMCC  CCaappttaaiinn  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  
BBoonnuuss
Many captains and captains select

may be eligible to rate a $4,000 bonus.
If you are an active component cap-
tain or captain select with a designed
Military Occupational Specialty con-
tained in MARADMIN 611/08.

You must execute a written agree-
ment to continue serving on active
duty and agree to extent your period
of active duty for 12 months beyond
your current obligated service. This
agreement can be done with your bat-
talion or squadron S-1 or the IPAC
pay section.

To ensure payment is received by
no later than Dec. 15 as scheduled in
MARADMIN 611/08, all agreements
must be provided to the IPAC pay sec-
tion no later than Dec. 2. This will
ensure timely processing.

Restricted Officers will be
addressed in a follow-on MARAD-
MIN.



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

With the holidays quickly
approaching, many service mem-
bers are making plans to travel and
visit family and friends. But some
service members may not have the
option to submit leave, buy a plane
ticket, or get away from the desert.

It is with those service
members in mind that the
Combat Center’s Single Marine
Program offers the Adopt-a-
Marine program.

The program allows local fam-
ilies, couples or individuals to wel-
come a Marine or sailor into their
homes for Thanksgiving or
Christmas.

LaVonne Lessard, the SMP
Coordinator, handles requests
regarding the adoption of
Marines and sailors.

“It’s a great time and gives the
guys a chance to get off base and eat
a home cooked meal,” said Lessard,
a Yucca Valley, Calif., native.

Lessard added the SMP staff
does their best to match service
members up with hosts that have
similar interests or tastes in food.

Butch Seals, a retired Cathedral
City native, said he has opened his
doors to young Twentynine
Palms service members for years.

“Last year I had three Marines
come over,” said Seals. “I let them
use my pool, my pool table, my
dart board and pretty much
everything else I have.”

Despite the fact Seals has no
military experience, he said he
holds service members in the

highest regard for what they do.
“I do this for them because of

what they do for us,” he said.
“They are far away from home,
and I can imagine what that feels
like. The least I can do is fill them
up with good food.”

MaryAnn Rataj, a travel
account manager with a travel
company called Excellence and
Motivation, said she felt similarly
about offering warriors a break
and a full plate.

Rataj, who said she plans on
inviting eight to 10 service mem-
bers to an annual Thanksgiving
dinner event for a corporate client
grew up in a military family and
has a deep appreciation for those
who chose to serve.

“We want to acknowledge
those who serve our country,”
said Rataj, a Horton, Mich.,
native. “Being from a military
family, I know what those folks
do. If any of them are going to be
away from home, we’d love to
have them to attend.”

Lessard encourages both serv-
ice members and volunteers to par-
ticipate in the program this year.

“You’re providing meals to
heroes,” said Lessard about
potential volunteers. “That’s
something to keep in mind. When
you give, you feel like a better per-
son. You can feel that fulfillment
in your heart when you give to
those who need help.”

More information about the
Adopt-a-Marine Program is avail-
able on the Web site,
http://www.ryanrust.com or by
calling SMP at 830-4767.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA33 NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR 77,,  22000088

FFRRII..  1111//77  &&  SSAATT..  1111//88 FFRRII..  1111//77

WWEEDD..  1111//1122

FFRRII..  1111//77 SSAATT..  1111//88
DDJJ  LLaaddyy  KKaattee  &&  DDJJ  AAmmaarraa
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy.
Indio. For more info visit
http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com or call 800-827-2946

SSppiirriitt  ooff  AArrtt  PPaaiinnttiinngg  CCllaassss
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Joshua Tree Retreat &
Event Center
59700 29 Palms Hwy.
Joshua Tree
For more info call 365-8371 or
visit http://www.jtrcc.org

TThheeaatteerr:: TThhrreeee  VViieewwiinnggss
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Blak Box Theater
61231 29 Palms Hwy.
Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-3777 or
visit http://www.hidesertplay
house.com

SSAATT..  1111//88

SSAATT..  1111//88

AArrtt  RReecceeppttiioonn:: DDrreeaammllaanndd
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: True World Gallery
61740 29 Palms Hwy.
Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-2300 or
visit http://www.trueworld
gallery.com

CCoowwbbooyy  DDiinnnneerr  TThheeaatteerr
FFuunnddrraaiisseerr
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Yucca Valley
Community Center
57090 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7211

2244tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  BBiiddss  ffoorr  KKiiddss
AAuuccttiioonn
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Boys & Girls Club of the
Hi-Desert
58525 Little League Dr.
Yucca Valley
For more info call 365-5437

SSAATT..  1111//88 SSAATT..  1111//88
AAiirr  MMuusseeuumm’’ss  VVeetteerraannss
DDaayy  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn
Time: All day event
Where: Palm Springs Air
Museum
745 N. Gene Autry Trl.
For more info call 778-6262
or visit http://www.palm
springsairmuseum.org

TTHHUURRSS..  1111//1133
TTrriipp  ttoo  MMaarrcchh  AAiirr  FFoorrccee  BBaassee
&&  MMiissssiioonn  IInnnn
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Meet at Yucca Valley
Community Center
57090 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7211

TThhee  BB--5522ss  iinn  ccoonncceerrtt
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: McCallum Theatre 
73000 Fred Waring Dr.
Palm Desert
For more info call 340-ARTS or
visit http://www.mccallum
theatre.com

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 11/7/08 -  11/13/08 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 ALL SHOWS 
 BEFORE 

 6:00 PM  $6.00

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Madagascar 2:
 Escape To Africa

 (PG)
 Fri-Tues: 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 Wed-Thurs: 12:45, 3:00, 5:15,  7:30

 Coming
 11-14

 Quantum
 of Solace

 Fri-Tues: 2:15, 9:00
 Wed-Thurs: 3:00,  5:15

 The Haunting Of
 Molly Hartley

 (PG13)

 Zack And Miri 
 Make A Porno

 (R)
 Fri-Tues: 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 Wed-Thurs: 12:45, 3:00, 5:15,  7:30

 Role Models
 (R)

 Fri-Tues: 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Wed-Thurs: 12:45, 3:00, 5:15,  7:30

 Fri-Tues: 12:00, 4:30, 6:45
 Wed-Thurs: 12:45,  7:30

 Pride & Glory
 (R)

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

The Adopt-a-Marine program allows resi-
dents of areas near military installations
an opportunity to give single service
members company and home-cooked
meals during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays.

Adopt-a-Marine program opens homes, arms to service members

RRiittmmoo  LLooccoo  AAffrroo--CCuubbaann
JJaazzzz
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Pappy & Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Rd.
Pioneertown. For more info
call 365-5956 or visit http://
www.pappyandharriets.com

6th Annual Toys For Tots Golf Tournament
SSppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  GG--44  aatt  DDeesseerrtt  WWiinnddss  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee  
WWhheenn:: NNoovv.. 2211  
TTiimmee:: 77::3300  aa..mm.. SShhoowwttiimmee  ••  99  aa..mm.. TT--TTiimmee
FFoorrmmaatt:: 44  ppeerrssoonn  ssccrraammbbllee,, sshhoottgguunn  ssttaarrtt

The G-4 requests all participants bring at least
one new and unwrapped toy valued at $10 or
more (or $10 in cash), to be placed in a T4T
barrel upon checking in. For every toy donated,
you will receive a ticket for a drawing. In addi-
tion, four mulligans per team will be sold for $5,
money going to Toys for Tots.

CCoosstt:: $45 per player riding. Includes green
fees, cart rental,range balls and lunch 
Additional raffle tickets will be sold at $1 per.

For additional info/details contact:
Steve Johnson (ESD) 830-5151
steven.c.johnson@usmc.mil

Laurinda Stewart (ESD) 830-5151
laurinda.stewart@usmc.mil

Kimberly Pope (G4) 830-6100
kimberly.pope@usmc.mil

Connie Larson (G4) 830-4596
connie.larson@usmc.mil

Entries can be submitted with cash (no checks)
to the above named individuals. The Entry
Deadline is Nov. 17. Please ensure that you per-
sonally pay the individuals above so that you are
assured your name or team has been entered.
Please do not leave money on their desk.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  RRAANNDDYY  LLIITTTTLLEE
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP
LEJEUNE, N.C. —  The first
service dog trained by inmates at
the Camp Lejeune Brig was offi-
cially presented to a wounded
warrior Oct. 17.

Rocio, an 18-month-old
Labrador retriever mix was pre-
sented to Cpl. Christopher Gray
fully trained to assist his owner
by retrieving the phone, turning
the light on and off and picking
up items dropped on the ground
or between furniture.

Although Rocio is able to aid
Gray physically, he provides his
new master with another useful
attribute; serving as a companion
to the injured Marine.

“It’s always great to have
someone next to you,” said Gray.

Gray was patrolling in
Fallujah, Iraq, Feb. 17, 2007,
when his Abrams tank was
struck by two rocket-propelled
grenades. One pierced the top of
the tank, igniting the bulk of the
ammunition, causing it to
explode directly behind him.

Everyone inside suffered
serve burns, however, Gray and
the tank commander got the
worst of it. He sustained third-
degree burns on more than 50
percent of his body and since

then he has been through mul-
tiple surgeries, including a
cornea transplant.

Gray can no longer perform
everyday tasks which once would
have been simple. He can’t squat.
To help him carry out these tasks,
Gray was assigned Rocio to help
in his recovery efforts.

Rocio was trained to assist
Gray by inmates at the Camp
Lejeune Brig. The program, which
enables the inmates to train assis-
tance dogs, was developed by
Carolina Canines and began 10
months ago. The initial effort
started with six dogs and is the
first program of its kind in the
country.

A select few inmates, based on
their status and time left in the
brig, train the dogs to perform
tasks such as picking up objects
and loading and unloading the
washer and dryer.

Because the inmates train
the animals, the program does-
n’t cost the taxpayers anything,
said Rick Hairston, president
and chief executive officer of
Carolina Canines. Normally
one service dog would cost
$38,000.

Although the program was
designed to aide wounded serv-
ice members, inmates at the brig
are able to benefit from the pro-
gram as well.

Training the dogs gives the
inmates an opportunity to
make-up for the mistakes
they’ve made, said Rep. Walter
Jones, state representative.

“Everybody makes mistakes,”
said Gray, who appreciates the
work put forth by the inmates as
well. “But what they’re doing
right now is awesome.”

exhibits were offered. The
Provost Marshal’s Office hosted a
water tank to dunk police in to
raise money for their Marine
Corps Ball. The Fire Department
was also present with an earth-
quake house exhibit to show peo-
ple what it is like in a house on fire
and filled with smoke.

Teters said the MCCES stu-
dents are allowed to own a motor
vehicle based on what class and
phase they are in. Students in
Company A, for example, rate
housing if they are married, and
vehicles because of their ability to
rate housing because their military
occupational specialty schooling
takes almost a year to complete.

Staff Sgt. Gene H. Smith, a
Marine who suffered from an
alcohol-related motorcycle acci-
dent and a native of Decatur,
Ala., gave his point of view and
story behind where he is in life
right now in hopes it would
change people’s perspectives on
motorcycle safety and how they
make decisions when riding.

“If I even impact the life of

one Marine, sailor, anybody, I
consider it a success,” Smith said.
“The pain and money I went
through because of this situation
were enormous. I broke my left
ankle, fractured my left hip and
broke my left wrist. Along with
that, I lost 80 percent of my skin
from my waist down, and slid
anywhere between 150-170 feet.”

Smith continued explaining
why he feels education on motor-
cycles is valuable.

“When you cross the road, what
do you think of?” said Smith.
“Everyone says check for cars, they
look for two headlights. People
don’t typically think of motorcycles
as a huge problem when they want
to cross the road, and that is pre-
cisely why they are so dangerous.”

“We’re trying to promote gen-
eral safety,” said Teters. “But,
we’re starting to heighten the
value of motorcycle safety. We’re
losing lots of Marines because of
accidents involving motorcycles,
and nobody wants that.”

Teters said the tragedy of the
71 Marines the Marine Corps has
lost in vehicle accidents in fiscal
year 2008 is too much, and every

day service members need to con-
centrate on what everyone does
when they are involved on, or
know someone who operates, a
motorcycle.

MCCES is not new to the
practices of a large, recognized,
safety campaign.

“We’ve been recognized for
the Geico Motor Vehicle Award
for the military,” Teters said.

Jeff Groff, an independent
stunt performer and a native of
Elmira, N.Y., is a civilian who
does stunts for movies and televi-
sion, who performed at the fair.
Groff, Eric “E-dub” Whitcomb
and Kyle “Crazy Kyle” Rapport,
all performed for the crowd dur-
ing the MCCES Safety Fair.

“We love doing shows for the
Marines,” Groff said.

He continued that performing
stunts on bikes is a lot of fun, but
takes years of practice. Also, if
you’re not sober, even if you are a
professional, it’s best to not try
performing stunts.

Groff continued that they love
to do shows for the military because
they get the feeling of returning
something to the service members.

“We really appreciate everything
the military does for us,” he said. “If
it wasn’t for Marines and the other
branches, we wouldn’t be free to
ride and do our thing like this.”

After the motorcycle show was

finished, the attendees were released
to check out the numerous booths
and retailers who had displays.

Teters said her reasoning
behind hosting having the fair was
so the students could appreciate
bike safety, learn something from
a person who has been there, and
also learn in a fun way by seeing
the shows along with briefings.
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HOT TOPICS
WWOOMMEENN’’SS  VVAARRSSIITTYY

BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL  
TTRRYYOOUUTTSS  

Women’s varsity basketball try-
outs will be conducted on Nov.
17 and 19 at 6 p.m. at the East
Gym. This is open to all active
duty, civilian employees and
dependents 18 years of age and
older. Point of contact is Skip
Best at 830-4092. Practices will
run every Monday and
Wednesday at 6 p.m.

EEAASSTT  GGYYMM  NNOOWW
OOPPEENN  2244//77

Effective immediately, the East
Gym is open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week while the
West Gym is under renovation.
This is temporary until the
West Gym reopens full time.

TTOOYYSS  FFOORR  TTOOTTSS  
DDIISSTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONN

From Dec. 1 - 12 military fam-
ilies can contact the following
numbers to requests toys from
the program: 830-8936, 830-
8878, 830-8879, 830-7921.

SSTTAATTEE  TTAAXX  
EEXXEEMMPPTTIIOONNSS  FFOORR

TTAAXX  YYEEAARR  22000099  
The States of Connecticut (not
living in the barracks),
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana,
New Jersey (not living in the
barracks), New York (not living
in the barracks), Oregon, West
Virginia do not tax service
members claiming legal resi-
dence in those states if they
meet certain conditions specific
to each state. Please refer to
this link for the conditions:
https://www.missa.manpower
.usmc.mil/elibrary/prium/def
ault.aspx?show=P.8.6.8 
Installation Personnel Admin-
istration Center instructions are
as follow: Marines who are cur-
rently state tax exempted for
Calendar Year 2008 must come
to the IPAC, customer service
section, as soon as possible to
update their state tax exemp-
tion forms. This must be done
no later than Dec. 28 in order to
maintain a state tax exempt sta-
tus through Calendar Year
2009. New exemption: Eligible
Marines who wish to be
exempted from paying state
taxes for Calendar Year 2009
must come to the IPAC no later
than Nov. 27 to fill out a DD
Form 2058-1 and W-4 Form.
Note: The IPAC is required to
remove all state tax exemptions
on members who do have the
required documentation, and
retroactive adjustments cannot
be made. For any questions or
concerns regarding State Tax
exemptions is Staff Sgt. Adrian
D Farmer, Customer Service,
IPAC  830-1818, extension 160.

YYOOUUNNGG  MMAARRIINNEESS
NNEEEEDDSS  YYOOUURR  HHEELLPP

The new Young Marines unit
here in Twentynine Palms, the
Mojave Vipers, are seeking
donated items such as used
Marine Corps utilities, covers,
enlisted chevrons and ribbon
bars. Drop off any donations
to the ASYMCA office, build-
ing 192. Please label donated
items for Young Marines. For a
receipt of the donation, to vol-
unteer, get your child involved
or if you wish to make a cash
donation, please contact Daniel
Montague, Mojave Vipers’
commanding officer, by e-mail-
ing ymmontague@yahoo.com.

SAFETY, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  RRAANNDDYY  LLIITTTTLLEE

Cpl. Christopher Gray praises Rocio, his newly trained assistance
dog, for a job well done. Rocio is one of the first dogs to graduate
from a unique program at the base brig.

First of its kind K-9 training program launched

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Kyle “Crazy Kyle” Rapport, a
rider with H6 Productions, does
various tricks while the air is
thick with smoke. H6
Productions featured a stunt
show, which went along with
safety training and exhibits from
various organizations at the sec-
ond Marine Corps Communi-
cations-Electronics School
Safety Fair Oct. 30 at the
Combat Center’s Victory Field.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The commanding general of the
Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center, Brig. Gen.
Charles M. Gurganus, hosted a
town hall meeting for all military
families Monday night at the
Combat Center’s Sunset Cinema.

At the three-hour forum,
those in attendance were given a
chance to address needs and con-
cerns regarding the Combat
Center with Gurganus and other
Marines, sailors and civilians who
are charged with keeping
MCAGCC and its community
operational.

Gurganus said the main goal
of the event was to hear from
local residents not what he is
doing right, but what he is doing
wrong.

“What I want to know is, what
we’re not doing for you,” said
Gurganus. “I need you guys to be
blatantly honest with me about
what you need.”

As part of the question and
answer session, Gurganus took
questions on the availability of
military housing for families
with more than two children,
making Del Valle Drive safer to
cross, Lake Bandini, getting
more money for sports and
recreation, gate access and
hours, base security, and basic
allowance for housing.

For some questions, Gurganus
turned to his subject matter
experts, like Alex Pacheco of the
Business Performance Office
who answered questions con-
cerning childcare, and Navy Capt.
Don Cenon B. Albia, the com-
manding officer of the Robert E.
Bush Naval Hospital, who
answered questions regarding
making the appointment process
at the hospital easier.

While Gurganus admitted he
did not have answers for all
questions and that the response
to some questions would take
time to implement, the overall
feeling amongst the crowd was
that the town hall meeting great-
ly benefited the Combat Center
community.

“I think it’s very helpful,” said
Valantina Ruth, the wife of Senior
Chief Petty Officer Rodney Ruth,
a hospital corpsman.

Ruth, who was attending her
first town hall, did not come with
questions or concerns of her
own, but found hearing the con-
cerns of other community mem-
bers helpful and the responses to

those concerns informative.
Ruth said she was particularly

thankful for the clarification of
third-party traffic citations by Sgt.
Maj. Susan M. Bellis, the Combat
Center sergeant major.

When the concern was raised
that community members are
not complying with roads signs
and new laws pertaining to cell
phone use, Bellis was quick to
respond.

“If you see it, cite it,” said
Bellis. “It has to come to traffic
court.”

Bellis informed those in atten-
dance to be thorough when filling
out a citation, either at the
Combat Center Web site,
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil,
or at the Provost Marshal’s Office
in building 1407, and include
vehicle make, color, license plate
number and state of origin in
order to ensure the guilty party is
found and corrected.

Both Gurganus and Bellis
were quick to inform the crowd
that PMO was doing a great job at
enforcing necessary laws and
ensuring the overall safety of the
Combat Center, even though they
are currently faced with a man-
power crunch.

Kathleen Schmidt, wife of
Gunnery Sgt. Matthew Schmidt,
a chief instructor with the
Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School, said she was
excited to see so many people in
attendance, and she had come to
get resources for herself and for
the families she serves as the
family readiness officer for
Headquarters Battalion.

Schmidt, a native of New
Orleans, La., who had questions
about repairs to base housing and
base security, said she felt better
after talking to Gurganus and
hearing what he had to say.

“He’s the general of the base,
and he cares,” said Schmidt. “It
makes me feel more connected.”

Schmidt said residents should-
n’t complain if they haven’t
attended a town hall, and encour-
ages others to make the meetings
a priority.

“I think it should be one of
those things you put on your
schedule and flag it red,” said
Schmidt.

Once the official meeting had
concluded, Gurganus, Bellis,
Albia, as well as family readiness
officers, stayed behind to clarify
questions and responses, answer
new or unanswered concerns, and
to get to know the Combat
Center community on a more
personal level.
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The commanding general of the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Brig. Gen. Charles M.
Gurganus, responses to questions and concerns voiced by Marines, sailors, and their family members
during a town hall meeting for al military families Monday night at the Combat Center’s Sunset Cinema.

Combat Center families play 20 questions with the Commanding General
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MCCES, Combat Center
personnel run for fun
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  CCOORREEYY  AA..
BBLLOODDGGEETTTT
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

With his heart pumping and his
lungs burning, Pfc. Hungjun
Wang was fighting against the
pain to finish the race — until he
looked down and realized he was
wearing an obnoxiously pink out-
fit complete with blonde wig and
a stuffed unicorn wrapped
around his waist — and remem-
bered he was in a “Fun Run.”

The Marine Corps Commun-
ications-Electronics School host-
ed the sixth biannual Fun Run in
front of the MCCES schoolhouse
Oct. 31, which brought in more
participants than any of the previ-
ous fun runs in the event’s three-
year history.

More than 600 runners par-
took in the events, such as the 5-
kilometer Halloween costume
contest fun run, a 10K race, an
individual half-marathon, and a
five-person team half-marathon.

“It was just about getting out
and having a good time,” said
Wang, a MCCES student and the
first place winner in the costume
contest. “I just went to Wal-Mart,
got all the fruitiest stuff I could
find, threw it on and came out
here for some fun.”

Don Tolbert, the director of
the race, said such a big turnout is
proof that the Fun Run is living
up to its name.

“I think it is a great event and
this year proves it because it looks
like we drew more than 600 peo-
ple, so this is the most we’ve got
out here and hopefully it will con-
tinue to grow,” he said 

The Fun Run was initiated as a
way of bringing the Combat
Center community together, while
building the morale of Marines
and sailors, according to Capt.
Jason Roberts, the officer-in-
charge of the Fun Run.

“The Fun Run is an opportu-
nity for the members of the
base, who enjoy running, to
compete, because there was like a
vacancy — a void — here on the
base for that and we challenged
that,” he said.

Tolbert said once MCCES
Marines had the idea, they wanted
to make sure it was available to all
Combat Center personnel.

“We wanted to create an
event, not only for MCCES, but
for the whole base with some
challenging terrain on the
course, and at the same time, we
wanted to try to cater to people
from short distance to long dis-
tance,” he said. “So we devel-

oped this as a challenge event
with the concept of having mul-
tiple races within one venue and
we do a springtime one, right
around St. Patrick’s Day and fall
one for the Halloween contest,
to make it as available to every-
one as possible.”

Medals went to the top three
overall and age group male and
female finishers, for the 5K, 10K
and individual half-marathon, as
well as to the first, second and
third place runners of the team
half-marathon competition. Gift
cards also went to the three cos-
tume contest winners.

Lt. Cmdr. Bill Warner, an
obstetrician gynecologist at the
Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital
and the overall winner of the
individual half-marathon, said he
wanted to give the Fun Run a try
as soon as he heard about it.

“I’ve never run a half-marathon
before and I wanted to try it,” he
explained. “It went really good, my
goal was to go under one hour and
30 minutes and I made it. It feels
pretty good to finish in first place,
having never run one before — it
was definitely fun, but I’m tired
and glad it’s over.”

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  CCOORREEYY  AA..  BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Marines, sailors and family members of the Combat Center wait at the starting line for the Fun
Run to kick off in front of the MCCES schoolhouse Oct. 31.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  CCOORREEYY  AA..  BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Runners of the 5-kilometer portion of the sixth biannual
MCCES Fun Run,  approach the finish line in front of the
schoolhouse Oct. 31.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  CCOORREEYY  AA..  BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Pfc. Hungjun Wang, MCCES student and the first place winner
in the costume contest, stands with the other costume contest
winners of the sixth biannual Fun Run Oct. 31.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  CCOORREEYY  AA..  BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Lt. Cmdr. Bill Warner, an obstetrician gynecologist at the
Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital, crosses the finish line of the
sixth biannual Fun Run to become the overall winner of the
individual half-marathon portion of the event Oct. 31.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  CCOORREEYY  AA..  BBLLOODDGGEETTTT

Runners of the 5-kilometer portion of the sixth biannual Fun Run, hosted by the Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics School, approach the finish line in front of the MCCES schoolhouse Oct. 31.
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors of 1st Tank
Battalion celebrated their unit’s
67th birthday in a ceremony out-
side the battalion headquarters
Oct. 31.

Tankers, from past and pres-
ent, gathered to honor their fallen
brothers as well as those who
received this year’s Tanker of the
Year award.

The annual award is given to
one Marine from each company
who has displayed the highest
examples of Corps values and
personal conduct, said Sgt. Maj.
Conrad E. Potts, the 1st Tank
Bn.’s sergeant major.

Gene Berbaum, the president
of the Marine Corps Tankers
Scholarship Foundation and
retired 36th commanding offi-
cer of 1st Tank Bn., was one of
the attendees at the ceremony.
He said it was his personal his-
tory with the battalion that
brings him back to the ceremo-
ny every year.

“I served in four tank battal-

ions,” said Berbaum, a Vista,
Calif., native. “And tanks have
always been known to be very
tight units. Tankers don’t usually
lose track of each other after
they’ve gone separate ways. They
take care of each other.”

Potts explained further on his
view of the purpose behind the
celebration.

“It’s like what was said in the
narration,” said the Louisville,
Ken., native. “We can help the
next generation carry on so they
may know the freedoms we have
today.”

Cpl. Adonai Briseno-Jimenez,
a welder with Headquarters and
Service Company, was one of
the recipients of the Tanker of
the Year award. Although this
was his first time seeing the
unit’s traditional ceremony, he
said he felt honored to play a
role in it.

“I feel pretty … hot not being
a tanker and still getting this
award,” said Briseno-Jimenez, a
Round Rock, Texas, native. “I
feel pretty proud, and my family
at home does, too. It makes me

feel good being able to be here,
celebrate with the battalion and
be a part of it all.”

The other recipients of the
Tanker of the Year award were:
Sgt. Andy Rogers, Co. C; Cpl.
Jerre Stead, Co. B; Sgt. Gerald
Lentsch, Co. A; and Cpl. Robert
Glace Jr., Co. D.

Lt. Col. Thomas J. Gordon,
battalion commanding officer,
explained the reason behind cele-
brating not only the Marine
Corps birthday, but the unit’s
birthday as well.

“This is a time to reflect on
the sacrifices and achievements
of those who have gone and
served before us,” said Gordon, a
Boston native. “It can give us
success for the future from les-
sons learned and experiences
from the past.”

Although this was Gordon’s
first time celebrating the unit
birthday as the commanding offi-
cer, he said he will do his best to
make sure the tradition continues
for all future tankers.
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Headquarters and Service Company and Companies C and D stand in formation during the 1st Tank
Battalion birthday and Tanker of the Year award ceremony outside the battalion headquarters Oct. 31.

1st Tanks commemorate unit birthday, stellar tankers

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Marines stand at attention while Lt. Col. Thomas Gordon, 1st Tank
Battalion commanding officer, and Gene Berbaum, the president
of the Marine Corps Tankers Scholarship Foundation, award and
congratulate them on receiving the Tanker of the Year awards dur-
ing the unit’s birthday and Tanker of the Year award ceremony out-
side the battalion headquarters Oct. 31.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Marines with 1st Tank Battalion roll a cake down the sidewalk cer-
emonially during the unit’s birthday and Tanker of the Year award
celebration outside the battalion headquarters Oct. 31.
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CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Cpl. James Wiggins Jr., a range scheduling plotter with
BEARMAT range safety, Company A, Headquarters Battalion,
waits to lead Marines in historical uniforms onto Lance Cpl.
Torrey L. Gray Field during the Combat Center’s 2008 Marine
Corps Birthday Pageant Wednesday.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Lance Cpl. Daniel H. Ealy, Company B, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, goes to parade rest before the narration of the 1812
Marines is read during the Combat Center’s 2008 Marine Corps
Birthday Pageant at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Wednesday.

Combat Center honors past warriors, battles in pageant
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

As more than 200 Marines, sailors,
retirees and civilians sitting on the
bleachers looked out onto the cold
field, Marines marched out to take
their places near state flags fluttering
in the morning breeze. Some held
antique government issue rifles with
dull, chipped bayonets, while others
wore old wool uniforms with shiny
brass buttons and coattails. As the
Marines, the Combat Center band
and the assembled crowd waited, the
narrator began speaking.

The Combat Center hosted the
2008 Marine Corps Birthday
Pageant at Lance Cpl. Torrey L.
Gray Field Wednesday. The annual
pageant is an event held at Marine
Corps installations worldwide with
the purpose of honoring past
Marines, battles fought, and an illus-
trious history, while also recognizing
the generation of Marines to come.

Marines and sailors dressed in uni-
forms of past eras marched from their
positions to a point front and center
one at a time as a biography was nar-
rated about the era when the uniform

was worn by Marines at the time.
After the pageant, a birthday cake

was wheeled out on a cart to celebrate
the birthday of the Corps, which is
actually Monday.

Pfc. Raleigh Collins, a student in
Company A, Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics School,
was the youngest Marine present and
played a role in the ceremony.

Collins, who was born in 1990,
took a piece of cake from the oldest
Marine present, Chief Warrant
Officer 5 John Knipple, Traffic
Management Officer officer-in-
charge, who was born in 1957.

“I feel very lucky and honored,”
said Collins about the ceremony. “I
was very glad just to be a part of the
ceremony.”

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus,
the Combat Center commanding
general, said during the ceremony that
this day was about enlisted Marines.

“You heard earlier today that
America does not need a Marine
Corps, but America wants a Marine
Corps,” said Gurganus, a Wilmington,
N.C., native. “America is still counting
on you and you are still delivering.
Happy birthday, Marines.”

 FINALLY!!!  Some Good News 
 When Times Are Tough...
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Cpl. Martin Garcia Jr., a range controller with range safety, Company A, Headquarters Battalion,
hands a sword to Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, Combat Center commanding general, as
Chief Warrant Officer 5 John Knipple, the oldest Marine present, stands nearby during the
Combat Center’s Marine Corps Birthday Pageant at Lance Cpl.Torrey L. Gray Field Wednesday.
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Headquarters Battalion toppled the
undefeated giant, Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics
School, 29-2, and cemented their
standings in the playoffs for the
Commanding General’s Intramural
Football League.

Headquarters’ biggest win of
the season sends them into the
postseason preparing for upcom-
ing challenges.

“It’s our last game and we’re
starting to tune-up our team for
the postseason,” said Mark M.
Geletko, the defensive coach
for Headquarters and a native
of Pittsburgh. “We’ve only lost
by two points in both of our
losses this year. We start off
with MWSS-374 [Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374] first,
and we’re going to play all the
way through to the champi-
onship.”

Headquarters received the
opening kickoff, but were held by
MCCES on their opening drive.

The next two possessions by
Headquarters followed even
worse to start the game when
their special teams coughed-up
the ball to the hungry MCCES
defense.

MCCES failed to capitalize on
every one of their possessions
and the first quarter transitioned
into the second without a score.

Headquarters rolled into the
second quarter with possession of
the ball and scored within the first
three minutes, but failed their
two-point conversion.

MCCES got the ball multiple
times, but their offense continued
to stall and could not push into
Headquarters’ end zone.

Headquarters scored again late

in the first half and successfully
made the two-point conversion to
make the end score of the first
half 14-0 in their favor.

At halftime, Headquarters’
head coach, Daymian Brown,
congratulated his team on their
early success, but stated they still
needed to work on holes in their
game.

“I know its 14-0, but we need
to be sensible,” said Brown, who
comes from Abdington, Pa. “We
need to get the mistakes over with
– get it out of our system. We
need to raise the score. They’ll
shut down when we keep pushing
them like we are.”

The second half opened with
MCCES receiving the ball, but
failing on a fourth-down attempt
when a quarterback-sneak came
up short and turned over the ball
to the Headquarters defense.

MCCES had Headquarters
backed up onto their own goal
line after multiple penalties set
them back farther and farther.
The MCCES defense fought
through the line and sacked
Headquarters quarterback Charles
Jefferson in the end zone for a
safety, which made the score 14-2.

MCCES returned the kickoff,
but midway through the special
teams play they fumbled, and
Headquarters rose with a good
possession.

The fourth quarter began with
Headquarters holding a large lead
and a short field ahead of them
after the turnover.

Headquarters scored early in
the quarter, and along with the
extra point kick, the score rose in
their favor a crushing 22-2.

Headquarters scored again late
in the game to make the final
score 29-2. They had ended the
unbeaten streak for MCCES, and

raised their record to 4-2.
MCCES head coach Glenn

Schott, a native of Brentwood,
N.Y., said the team got what was
coming to them, and they will
be working on what they need
to prepare for the next game.

“We need to work hard to get
this out of our heads,” said
Schott. “It’s going to be a long
bye-week with this taste in our
mouths and all we can do is prac-
tice and prepare.”

The Combat Center will be
hosting the playoffs Nov. 19 at
the Felix Field, with the league
championship to follow Nov. 25.
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CRAFT FAIR
CYTP and the Base Family

Child Care Providers will be

hosting the

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at

the Community Center

(Bldg. 1004).

Local crafts and artisans will

be featured, selling their

latest creations just in time

for the busiest shopping

season of the year!

There will be

and a

!

For more information, call

Jennifer Blair at 368-1954.

7th ANNUAL
FAMILY CHILD CARE

CRAFT FAIR

hourly raffle

give-a-ways bake

sale

7th ANNUAL
FAMILY CHILD CARE

CRAFT FAIR

hourly raffle

give-a-ways bake

sale

Saturday

15
NOV

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Headquarters runningback Willie Campbell end runs past
MCCES defense for a first down. Headquarters defeated the
only undefeated team in the league at the Combat Center’s
Felix Field Oct. 24.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Headquarters runningback Willie Campbell flies past MCCES defense to get a first down deep in
MCCES territory during the last game of the season Oct. 24.

Headquarters knocks down MCCES

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Headquarters quarterback Charles Jefferson gets protection from
one of his linemen as he drops back to make a pass.
Headquarters had their offense to thank for most of their points in
their 29-2 victory over MCCES.



Performance Office, and 1st Lt.
Christopher Motz, 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, read passages from
the bible before Lt. Cmdr.
Andrew Wade, a chaplain with
Headquarters and Service
Company, 7th Marine Regiment,

presented his pastoral reflection.
To begin the reflection Wade

opened with a question.
“Why are you here?” asked

Wade.
Wade’s advice to those in

attendence was to remember
that God places people in a time
and place for a purpose, and for
those who were angry and look-

ing for a resolution, Wade
reflected on the words of a
Marine who once told his family
not to be angry if anything were
to happen to him, because it was
his decision to serve.

Sgt. Michael Washington, who
was one of the many fallen heroes
honored at the event, served
because of self sacrifice and a
want to aid people who couldn’t
help themselves, said Wade.

“I’m here because I just want
to say thanks to the sailors and
Marines who we honored here
today,” said Wade, who ended his
reflection by expressing his wish
that people leave the memorial no
longer angry, but uplifted.

Pacheco, a retired sergeant
major, said he was in atten-
dance because it was the least
he could do to honor the

Marines who were recognized.
“My reason for being there was

to recognize their service and sacri-

fice for our freedoms,” said
Pacheco, a native of Deming, N.M.

Pacheco said he was honored to
have known and worked with Sgt.
Andy A. Stevens, who was another
fallen hero recognized at the event,
and believes those Marines who
didn’t attend the service missed out
on a great event.

“They missed a great opportu-
nity to share a common bond with
their fellow Marines in honoring
their fallen comrades,” he said.

Once Wade’s reflection ended,
those in attendance sat in silence
as chaplains from throughout the
Combat Center read the names
aloud of those Marines and
sailors being honored, as their
faces were shown on the cinema’s
main screen.

To end the service, a procession
of Marines placed 15 candles on
the main stage as “Amazing Grace”
was bag piped in remembrance of
the Combat Center’s finest.
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HEROES, from A1
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A memorial stands on the stage of the Combat Center’s Sunset
Cinema during the 4th Annual Fallen Heroes Memorial Service
Oct. 31.

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
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 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
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 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
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 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM
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 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
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 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 Compañerismo de
 Creyentes en Cristo

 FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
 (meets at Little Church  of the  Desert)

 6079 Adobe Road
 Twentynine Palms, California 92277

 SUNDAY/DOMINGO:     1:00 P.M. 
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 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com
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Combat Center service members
remembered the life and death of
a hero who dutifully performed
his job of saving Marines with no
regard to his own life as it comes
closer to the anniver-
sary of his death Nov.
8, 2005.

Robert E. Bush
received the Medal of
Honor for his heroic
actions during the
Battle of Okinawa in
the midst of World
War II.

“If you had the
chance to ask him
about his heroism, he
would tell you he did-
n’t do anything out of
the ordinary,” said
Senior Chief Petty
Officer Rodney S.
Ruth, the senior enlist-
ed leader and director
for medical services,
who has researched
and heard stories
about Bush. “He
would say he did what
he was trained to do; take care of
his Marines, which he did to the
best of his abilities.”

Bush is remembered by the
corpsmen that follow in his
footsteps and care for the
Marines they serve with. Robert
E. Bush Naval Hospital in
Twentynine Palms, Calif., was
named after the Medal of
Honor recipient in 2000.

“Whenever we walk through
the front hallway, we see the

pictures of Robert E. Bush and
it reminds us of what we strive
to be like,” said Petty Officer
2nd Class Christopher
Demetrulias, the career coun-
selor for the hospital.

Bush’s story began when he
dropped out of high school at
age 17 to join the Navy Medical

Corps, where he was assigned
to 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment, 1st Marine Division.
Less than a year later he was
partaking in an amphibious
assault on Okinawa, Japan, for
what later was considered the
longest and bloodiest battle in
the Pacific theater of World
War II.

On May 2, 1945, during the
battle of Okinawa, Bush braved
surrounding artillery, mortar and

machine gun fire from hostile
positions as he moved from one
wounded Marine to another, end-
ing on a ridgetop administering
blood plasma to a Marine captain
in critical condition.

During this perilous
moment, the Japanese launched
a counterattack, leaving Bush

and the Marine offi-
cer exposed during
the deadly firefight.
Despite the danger,
Bush continued to
administer the plas-
ma. Lifting the bot-
tle high in one hand,
Bush drew his pistol
with the other and
fired into the
advancing enemy
ranks until he was
out of ammunition.
He quickly grabbed a
discarded carbine
and continued to fire
upon enemy ranks.
His actions account-
ed for six enemy
deaths.

Disregarding his
own injuries, which
included a loss of an
eye during the coun-

terattack, Bush refused medical
attention until he had finished
his main mission in evacuating
the Marine officer. He col-
lapsed as he tried to walk to the
battle aid station.

“It is the Medal of Honor
recipients that we take strength
from,” said Petty Officer 2nd
Class Jose Mata, a health benefits
advisor at the hospital. “We look
back and see what he did. There
was a Marine captain wounded,
and without a thought about him-
self, he killed the enemy and
dragged the Marine back into safe
territory, completely ignoring his
own injuries.

“He shows us how to live our
lives the way they should be done,
not the convenient way, but the
right way,” continued the Hialeah,
Fla., native.

After the battle he was sent
home due to his injuries where he
dutifully returned to high school
and married his high school
sweetheart, Wanda.

Bush enrolled in classes at the

University of Washington and
bought a small lumber company
where he spent the next 50 years
building and spreading his com-
pany throughout north western
United States.

Several monuments have been
built in Bush’s honor including a
statue of him during the war
located in his hometown of
South Bend, Washington, a simi-
lar statue outside the main doors
of the Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital, and the Bush Health
Care Clinic, located in Camp
Courtney, Okinawa, Japan, was
also named after him.

“He was a hero,” said
Demetrulias, who met Bush
during a corpsman ball years
ago. “He is the epitome of
what you want a green side
corpsman to be.”
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Building 1518  •  830-6451

24 hours a day.  7 days a week.Mongolian BBQ
830-6610

All Ranks. All ages.
Friday, November 14th

Combat Center remembers corpsman
who risked it all for the Marines he loved

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

An old photograph shows when corpsman Robert
E. Bush received the Medal of Honor from President
Harry S. Truman Oct. 5, 1945, in Washington, D.C.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN

The statue of Robert E. Bush, which stands in front of the Robert
E. Bush Naval Hospital depicts him in action during the Battle of
Okinawa in the midst of World War II that resulted in his receipt of
the Medal of Honor.

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
Sunday

Roman Catholic Services
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Chapel
Faith Formation/CCD-8 a.m.
Confessions+ - 8:45 a.m.
Rosary - 9 a.m.
Catholic Mass* - 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
9:30 a.m.
Confessions+ - 4:15 p.m.
Choir Practice - 4 p.m.
Rosary - 4:30 p.m.
Catholic Mass - 5 p.m.
Protestant Services
Christ Chapel
Lay-Led Independent Baptist
Breakfast, West Wing - 8:30 a.m.
Non-Demominational Service
Worship - 9 a.m.
Children’s Church - 9 a.m.
Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group 6 p.m.
Pastor-Led Lutheran Worship
Worship-NHTP Chapel-11:15 a.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Service
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
Weekday Events
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass Mon-Fri - 11:45
a.m. (except holidays)
Monday
Christ Chapel
Praise & Worship Rehearsal-4 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass, Mon-Fri - 
11:45 a.m. (except holidays)
Tuesday
Christ Chapel
Christian Women’s Fellowship* -
9 a.m., (September – May)

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Children’s RCIA - 4–5:30 p.m.
Catechist Meeting - 5–8 p.m.
(Second Tuesday each month)
Baptism Class - 6–7:30 p.m.
(First Tuesday each month)
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. Chaplain
Hester 830-6187
Wednesday
Christ Chapel
Praise Band Rehearsal - 6 p.m.
Food/Fellowship - 6:30 p.m.
Non-Denomination Bible Study-
7 p.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study-7 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Military Council of Catholic
Women* - 9:30 a.m. Sept. – May
Youth Teen - 6 p.m.
Knights of Columbus - 7 p.m.
(1st Wednesday each month)
Thursday
“Faith Lessons” Bible Study
Building 1651, at 12 p.m. with
Chaplains Moran and Hester. For
more info call 830-6187
Immaculate Heart of Mary
RCIA-6-7:30 p.m.
Resumes Sept. 11
Friday
Christ Chapel
Gospel Rehearsal - 5 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Exposition/Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament 
12:15-4:30 p.m. (First Friday each
month)
* Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions by calling 830-6456/6482
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The Coed Winter Softball League
held its final games of the season
Tuesday night at a cold and windy
Felix Field, where Outkast put a
stop to the undefeated Drama
Killers and took the champi-
onship title.

Going into their second game
of the night after finishing off
the third place South Beach
Bodies earlier, Outkast started
off the first inning with two
RBIs. In the bottom, Drama
Killers’ outfielder Daniel “Sulli”
Sullivan knocked one out of the
park bringing in three runs.
Drama Killers ended the inning
with the five-run limit when left
center outfielder Jesse Soto hit an
in-the-park home run bringing
the score to 5-2.

Outkast started the second
inning strong when Outkast
catcher Lisa Taylor hit a double,

setting the tempo for the team.
Outkast landed hit after hit bring-
ing in five RBIs in the top.
Outkast continued their domi-
nance in the field when they shut
out Drama Killers allowing no
runs.

The third inning brought a
turn around for Drama Killers
who scored five runs and only
allowed Outkast three, bringing
the game to a knot in the top of
the fourth.

With one run scored in the
top of the fourth and bases
loaded, Outkast first basemen
and slugger Matt McCaskill hit a
grand slam over the fence bring-
ing in an additional four. In the
bottom, Drama Killers brought in
one RBI bringing the game to 15-
11.

The next inning Drama Killers
stopped Outkast’s hitting streak
only allowing one run in the top.
Drama Killers got one on first
base in the bottom before

Sullivan hit a deep fly to left-field
giving him a double and putting
one RBI on the board before

Outkast ended the inning.
With Outkast only two runs

ahead going into the final inning
they stepped up a notch and
destroyed their opponent bring-
ing in 15 runs before Drama
Killers could get the final out.

With the score at 32-15,
Drama Killers stayed optimistic in
the bottom of the seventh.
Though they pulled in five, it was-
n’t enough to topple Outkast for
the 32-20 win.

“It’s a good and satisfying feel-
ing to win the championship,”
said John Coronado, the Outkast
coach. “We had some tough loss-
es over the season, but we pulled
through in the end. The other
team is outstanding and they were
the team to beat.”

The winners received a cham-
pionship team trophy and each
player received a championship
sweat shirt. Drama Killers also
received a second place team tro-
phy and each player received a
turtle neck.

“We wanted to give the teams
something they could wear,” said
Randy Husted, a sports specialist
with Marine Corps Community
Services.

Before, during and after the
game, besides a little harmless
teasing, both teams displayed
great sportsmanship.

“We just lost our focus in the
last inning,” said Courtney
Achterberg, the third basemen
for Drama Killers. “But the other
team did a good job.”
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Outkast seizes Coed Winter Softball League Championship

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  HHUUGGHHEESS

Outkast second basemen Stacy Earnest dives to tag out Drama Killers runner Courtney Achterberg
during the championship Coed Winter Softball League game Tuesday night at Felix Field. Outkast
brought their ‘A’ game beating number one ranked Drama Killers 32-20.

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  HHUUGGHHEESS

Outkast catcher Lisa Taylor prepares to swing during the
championship Coed Winter Softball League game Tuesday
night at Felix Field.

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  HHUUGGHHEESS

The Coed Winter Softball League champions pose with their
championship trophy Tuesday night at Felix Field. Each player
also received a championship sweat shirt for their win.
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IRS seeks to return $11 million to Southern California taxpayers
IIRRSS  MMEEDDIIAA  RREELLAATTIIOONNSS
OOFFFFIICCEE    

SAN DIEGO — The Internal
Revenue Service is looking for
Southern California taxpayers
who are missing more than
10,000 economic stimulus
checks totaling about $6.4 mil-
lion and 4,980 regular refund
checks totaling $4.7 million
that were returned by the U.S.
Postal Service due to mailing
address errors.

“People across the country are
missing tax refunds and stimulus
checks. We want to get this
money into the hands of taxpay-
ers where it belongs,” said IRS
Commissioner Doug Shulman.

“We are committed to making
the process as easy as possible for
taxpayers to update their address-
es and get their checks.”

All a taxpayer has to do is
update his or her address once.
The IRS will then send out all
checks due. Taxpayers not sure of
which type of check they may be
due should check on a potential
economic stimulus check first
because of the Nov. 28 deadline.

Those who may be due to a
stimulus check must update their
addresses with the IRS by Nov.
28. By law, economic stimulus
checks must be sent out by Dec.
31 of this year. The average
undelivered economic stimulus
check due Southern Californians

is $617, nationally it’s $583.
The “Where’s My Stimulus

Payment?” tool on http://www.
irs.gov/ is the quickest and eas-
iest way for a taxpayer to check
the status of a stimulus check
and receive instructions on how
to update his or her address.
Taxpayers without internet
access should call 1-866-234-
2942.

Regular tax refund checks
returned back to the IRS from
Southern California taxpayers
average $956. These checks are
resent as soon as taxpayers
update their address.

Taxpayers can update their
addresses and check refund sta-
tus with the “Where’s My

Refund?” tool on IRS.gov. A tax-
payer must submit his or her
social security number, filing sta-
tus and amount of refund shown
on their 2007 return. The tool
will provide the status of their
refund and in some cases provide
instructions on how to resolve
delivery problems.

Taxpayers checking on a
refund by telephone will be given
instructions on how to update
their addresses. Taxpayers can
access a telephone version of
“Where’s My Refund?” by calling
1-800-829-1954.

The vast majority of checks
mailed out by the IRS reach
their rightful owner every year.
Only a very small percent are

returned by the Postal Service as
undeliverable.

Through September 2008, the
government distributed 116 mil-
lion economic stimulus payments
with only about 279,000 checks
being undeliverable or about one-
quarter of one percent.
Meanwhile, the IRS has distrib-
uted more than 105 million regu-
lar refunds this year with only
about 104,000 being undeliver-
able, or one-tenth of one percent.

The IRS encourages taxpayers
to file electronically and choose
direct deposit, thus preparing a
paperless return. Direct deposit is
also, available when filing a paper
return. More information is avail-
able at www.irs.gov.

Littleton Hall in the running for Best in the Corps
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
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The Combat Center’s Littleton
Hall dining facility is going
head-to-head with mess halls
throughout the Marine Corps
to compete for the annual Maj.
Gen. W. P. T. Hill Award for
excellence in food service.

Judges from the food services
occupational field, Headquarters
Marine Corps at Marine Corps
Base Quantico, Va., and the
National Restaurant Association
board of directors are reviewing
mess halls throughout the Marine
Corps to decide who will be the
best of 2008.

On Friday, the judging team
toured Littleton Hall, inspecting a

variety of categories; including
the freshness of ingredients,
methods of food preparation,
cleanliness, finances, attitude of
employees, and more.

“The most important things to
us are freshness and portion con-
trol,” said Kendrick Griffin, a
Littleton Hall chief cook. “I
remember when I was a Marine
here, I would go to the chow hall
to eat, and I didn’t like it. You
guys are our customers and if you
don’t like what we’re serving, then
why are we even here?

“It’s all about quality,” added
the Chicago, native. “If I can’t
stand behind it, then I won’t
even cook it. No one wants to
cook somewhere when their
name is behind it but it’s not
adequate.”

Steve Johnson, a volunteer
judge from the National
Restaurant Association board of
directors, agreed about ingredient
freshness, saying it not only
affects the taste of the food, but
also raises health concerns.

“The freshness of your ingre-
dients is extremely important,”
said the Phoenix, native. “The
worst thing you could do is get a
Marine company sick, especially if
they’re in the field.”

During his inspection,
Johnson seemed impressed with
the way the mess hall staff
worked and the methods they
used to prepare the food, which
Griffin said is a good sign.

“We’re very confident that
we’ll win this award,” he said.
“He was asking very few ques-

tions, which means our methods
are correct and easy to under-
stand. If you look at the
extremes we go through to make
this food fresh, the questions
answer themselves.

“We go through constant

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Audrey Elijah, a Littleton Hall cook, cleans her work station in
preparation for the evaluation for the Maj. Gen. W. P. T. Hill Award
in excellence for food service Oct. 31 at Littleton Hall. Three
judges visited the mess hall and evaluated it on a number of
aspects, including ingredient freshness, cleanliness, employee
attitude, finances, and more.
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Yumiko Neal, a Littleton Hall baker, prepares dishes of butter-
scotch pudding before the afternoon meal Oct. 31 at Littleton
Hall. Three judges evaluated Littleton Hall and will visit other din-
ing facilities throughout the Marine Corps to determine the win-
ner of the award. See MESS HALL, A15
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 Today!
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 CREDIT!  
  NO 

 CREDIT!
 NO 

 PROBLEM!
 FREE 24 

 HR. Credit 
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 USED CAR MEGASTORE 
       COME SEE WHY WE’RE THE #1 

 PREOWNED DEALER IN THE HI-DESERT

 INTRODUCING OUR “WALL OF VALUE” INTRODUCING OUR “WALL OF VALUE” INTRODUCING OUR “WALL OF VALUE”

 HARD TO FIND SPECIALTY VEHICLES HARD TO FIND SPECIALTY VEHICLES HARD TO FIND SPECIALTY VEHICLES

 USED CAR MEGA SELECTION
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Steve Johnson, a volunteer judge from the National Restaurant
Association board of directors, questions Kendrick Griffin,
Littleton Hall chief cook, about food preparation methods at
Littleton Hall Oct. 31.

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the upcoming Friday’s
paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified ads
containing items of personal
property offered by and for
individuals authorized to use
this service. Such ads must
represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEE  VVSSTTAARR
11110000  For sale by owner.
Low miles. $6,200 Call
Alfred 362-2512 10/24/08 

22000033  NNIISSSSAANN  SSEENNTTRRAA
XXEE,, one owner, very
good condition, $4,500.
Call  285-4311 or 228-
1920, leave message.
10/24/08 

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500
TTRRUUCCKK.. Extra-cab, diesel
6.9, 4 speed with over-
drive. Set up for goose-
neck or 5th wheel. $3,500
OBO. Call 447-0499.
10/10/08

22000077  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
SSOOFFTTAAIILL  DDEELLUUXXEE Less
than 2k miles. Under war-
ranty until 2014 (transfer-
able). Custom pipes, huge
saddlebags, windshield, etc.
$19k o.b.o. Serious inquiries
only, 401-4708. 9/12/08

MMIISSCC..

RROOOOMMMMAATTEE  WWAANNTTEEDD::
room available 2 miles from
base. $600 per month, utili-
ties, internet, cable includ-
ed. Furniture in room. Call
Margaret (910) 546-2911
11/7/08

NNIINNEE  OOUUTTDDOOOORR  PPOOTTTTEEDD
PPLLAANNTTSS for sale. Several
varieties, $45 for all. Call
(559) 904-7326. 11/7/08

BBOOWWFFLLEEXX  EEXXTTRREEMMEE,,
Excellent Cond $800 OBO.
AT&T Blackberry Pearl good
Cond $100.00 OBO. Call
401-3739. 11/7/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  KKEENNMMOORREE
WWHHIITTEE  EELLEECCTTRRIICC  RRAANNGGEE..
Self-cleaning, dual heating
area with ceramic smooth
top and warmer zone, with
manual, like new. $400
OBO. Call 361-3686.
11/7/08

SSNNCCOO  EEVVEENNIINNGG  DDRREESSSS
Mess/w GySgt Chevrons
42R, trousers 34 all acces-
sories included, like new
worn only twice $380 obo.
Blues jacket 41R anodized
buttons, 2 trousers 1
33R/30L $50 all 3. Call 408-
3505. 10/24/08

KKEENNMMOORREE  WWAASSHHEERR//
DDRRYYEERR Less than 6 months
old excellent cond. Can
deliver, $300. Call 406-
2469. 10/24/08

2255  CCUUBBIICC  FFOOOOTT  KKEENNMMOORREE
RREEFFRRIIGGEERRAATTOORR Excellent
condition, $400 call 368-7976.
10/17/08

BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  PPIITTCCHHBBAACCKK  AANNDD
BBAATTTTIINNGG  TTEEEE Pitchback is
$25, and Batting Tee is $10 Call
368-7976. 10/17/08

SSEEVVEENN  CCLLAASSSSIICC--SSTTYYLLEE
BBAALLLL  GGOOWWNNSS,, all black 
$50 for each gown, Call 368-
7976. 10/17/08

3322  IINNCCHH  TTVV Two years old, still
in excellent condition
$150 910-9300 10/17/08

CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR  TTAABBLLEE  WW//

DDRRAAWWEERR Please call for

details 910-9300. 10/17/08

SSNNCCOO  EEVVEENNIINNGG  DDRREESSSS
Mess/w GySgt Chevrons
42R, trousers 34 all acces-
sories included, like new
worn only twice $380 obo.
Blues jacket 41R anodized
buttons, 2 trousers 1
33R/30L $50 all 3 call 408-
3505. 10/10/08

22000044  EEPPIIPPHHOONNEE  SSGG--
MMOODDEELL  4400  SSTTRRIINNGG  BBAASSSS
GGUUIITTAARR  Volume, treble
knobs, one bridge humbuck-
er pick-up. $150 OBO. 888-
7100 or 830-5138. 10/3/08

CCHHAAIINN  LLIINNKK  FFEENNCCEE  you
pull, leather couch, washer
and dryer, computer desk,
master bedroom set, enter-
tainment center. Everything
must go! Call for prices at
368-0472. 10/3/08

DDAARRKK  GGRREEYY  SSOOFFAA  &&
LLOOVVEESSEEAATT.. $350 OBO
(Looks like new). Please call
(928) 920-5614. 10/3/08

TTHHOOUUSSAANNDDSS  OOFF  CCOOLL--
LLEECCTTIIBBLLEE  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL,,
FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL,, SSTTAARR  TTRREEKK  &&
SSTTAARR  WWAARRSS  CCAARRDDSS (Also
some basketball) Many dol-
lars below appraised value.
Call Stephen at 567-0400.
9/26/08

checks from the general manager
to ensure both freshness and
quality,” added Griffin.

The rest of the judges were
also impressed with the quality
and cleanliness of the facility after
their inspections, but the real test
came when Marines and sailors
began pouring into the mess hall
for lunch.

“The meal period is the best
time to see how well the chow
halls really work,” said Master
Gunnery Sgt. Cecilia Henderson,
a Headquarters Marine Corps
food technician and food service
occupational field sponsor. “All
the evaluators can kind of take a
step back and look at how the
whole operation runs.

“The primary concern is
patron satisfaction,” she added.
“That’s really the ultimate evalua-
tion – when the patrons are
happy. If they’re happy, it means
the staff are doing their jobs.”

Henderson, who primarily
judged overall management,
finance and employee efficiency,
also commented on the design
and layout of the mess hall, but
added image isn’t everything.

“This building is beautiful, but
the staff and the management are
the ones who really make the
place great,” she said.

As the cooks began prepar-
ing the lunch meal, Griffin said
he was satisfied with how well
the inspections went and how
efficiently his colleagues have
been working.

“We may not have all these
fancy things hanging down
from the ceiling or have ice
sculptures out on the floor, but
the way we cook our food is top
notch,” he said.

The winner of the Hill Award
will be decided at the end of
December. The judges are cur-
rently on a hiatus before touring
Marine Corps mess halls on the
East Coast.

Griffin and the rest of
Littleton Hall’s employees contin-
ue to improve themselves in all
aspects of the job. He encourages
dissatisfied patrons to fill out an
Interactive Customer Evaluation
form at http://www.mccs29
palms.com, so they know what
they need to fix to improve their
customer satisfaction.

MESS HALL, from A13

from recruiting to training.
“He did a lot to enhance our

war-fighting capability, and on a
strategic level, moved the Corps
into the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He
was a powerful kind of statesman,”
Conway was quoted as saying.

Conway added “Our country is
a safer place and the U.S. Marine
Corps a better institution because
of Gen. Robert H. Barrow.”

Barrow, who died in his sleep
Oct. 30, joined the Marine Corps
in 1942 and was commissioned in
1943, after which he deployed to
the Far East with the 51st
Replacement Battalion out of
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Shortly thereafter, Barrow
received the Bronze Star for serving
in Japanese-occupied central China.
In June 1949, he assumed com-
mand of 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division.

Barrow led Marines ashore at
Inchon in September 1950. He
received the Silver Star after
fighting in Seoul, Korea, and the
Navy Cross for actions during
the Chosin Reservoir Campaign
in December 1950.

In the early 1950’s, Barrow was
assigned to a then-classified posi-
tion in the Far East on an island
chain north of Taiwan. Then, in
1968 after serving in several over-
seas billets, Barrow took command
of 9th Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, in South
Vietnam. In 1969, he received the

Army Distinguished Service Cross
for his valor during Operation
Dewey Canyon. Later that year, he
was promoted to brigadier general
and took command of Camp
Butler, Okinawa, Japan.

During his tenure as com-
manding general of Marine
Corps Recruit Depot Parris
Island, S.C., Barrow began a cru-
sade to improve the quality of
Marines being recruited into the
Corps. He was selected as the
assistant commandant of the
Marine Corps in 1978.

In 1979, Congress confirmed
Barrow as the commandant of
the Marine Corps. He was the first
Marine to serve a regular four-year
tour as a full member of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. He continued his
leadership in personnel reform,
believing that a better quality of
recruit led to an increase in per-
formance and retention in an all-
volunteer service.

Barrow retired in the summer
of 1983 and served on the
President’s Foreign Intelligence
Advisory Board and the Packard
Commission from his home in St.
Francisville, La.

Barrow’s personal decorations
include the Navy Cross, the Army
Distinguished Service Cross,
Defense Distinguished Service
Medal, Navy Distinguished
Service Medal, Silver Star Medal,
three Legions of Merit, Bronze
Star Medal with Combat V and
gold star in lieu of a second award,
and the Combat Action Ribbon.

27TH CMC, from A1
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 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler
 72878 29 Palms Hwy. • Twentynine Palms

 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430
 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!!

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 NEW CARS  NEW CARS  NEW CARS 
 ARRIVING  ARRIVING  ARRIVING 

 — DAILY! — DAILY! — DAILY!

 On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepara tion charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 11-13-08

 Was $20,888 
 Sale $18,888

 07 SATURN SKY

 124512

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 06 CHRYSLER 300

 237848

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 01 BMW 330I

 FJ70961

 Was $19,888 
 Sale $17,888

 06 NISSAN 
 ALTIMA

 446638

 Was $15,888 
 Sale $12,888

 06 SUZUKI XL7

 Was $38,888
 Sale $26,888

 06  FORD  F250
 XLT SUPER DUTY
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 Was $19,888

 Sale $14,888

 07 PONTIAC G6

 74216303

 Was $26,888
 Sale $24,888

 07 TOYOTA 
 FJ

 012578

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 07 MERCURY MILAN

 640753

 FALL SALES EVENT BRINGS FALLING PRICES!

 BUY LOCAL! BUY LOCAL! BUY LOCAL!
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 Sale $12,888
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 Was $15,888
 Sale $12,888
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