OsservaTioN PosT

WWW.29PALMS.USMC.MIL WWW.0P290NLINE.COM

MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER

NOVEMBER 14, 2008

SERVING THE TWENTYNINE PALMS COMMUNITY SINCE 1957 VoL. 51 ISSUE 46

6 Injured warrior presents
unit painting

Desert cities unite in honoring vets
- bttt Pe—

-'_"_‘ -

I —
| . :

i
\

'—_’é]

- —

CPL.NICOLE A. LAVINE,
LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENTS - -

Marines and sailors of the Combat_
Center showed their support for mil--
- itary veterans by participating in the
-12th annual Palms Springs Veterans

Day parade in Palm Springs, Calif.,

1&

and the eighth annual Morongo
Basin Veterans Day Tribute in Yucca
Valley, Calif., Tuesday.

Both parades are-one of the

cities’ traditions showing gratitude

and giving honor to those who have
served and those still fighting today.
The city of Yucca Valley, which

rotates responsibility of - hosting -

T —. .

-

the annual event with the city of
Twentynine Palms, hosted the
Morongo Basin event this year.
“The town really comes together
for the parade,” said Lesley
Copeland, an administrative assis-
tant with community services of

See VETERANS, A9

13 Flu season is here

This Day in Marine
Corps History
-Nov. 14, 1966
First four-year Junior
Reserve Officers’
Training Corps unit is
commissioned.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Cpl. Andrew Newby leads the Combat Center band down the street during the eighth annual Veterans Day parade in Yucca

Valley, Calif., Tuesday.

Marine GCorps growing meacee awarded for

faster than expected epergy conservation

LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

In December 2006, the Marine
Corps announced it was growing
in strength to 202,000 Marines.
Expected to reach this goal by fis-
cal year 2011, the Marine Corps
has already grown to more than
198,000, and must guard from
exceeding the desired amount of
Marines.

According to the Marine

LANCE CPL. MONCA C. ERICKSON
Reenlistment for Marines has become competitive since the
Marine Corps campaign to grow the force neared its goal of
202,000 Marines quicker than expected.

Administrative Message 596/08
the fiscal year 2009 First Term
Alignment Plan season, which
began July 1, has had an increase
of reenlistments and boat spaces
for many military occupational
specialties that have been filling
rapidly.

Sgt. Alfred Leduc, the Defense
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting
System center staff noncommis-
sioned officer in charge, recently

See GROWING, A15
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The Honorable Mr. B. J. Penn, the Assistant Secretary of the
Navy for Installations and Environment, Col. Wes A. Weston,
the Combat Center’'s G-4 director, Gary Morrissett, the Public
Works Division energy manager, and Bill Taylor, the Navy’s
energy program manager, pose for a photo Oct. 21 at the U.S.
Navy Memorial and Naval Heritage Center in Washington, D.C.

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M.
DUNN

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center was pre-
sented with the Secretary of the
Navy 2008 Energy and Water
Management Award Oct. 21 at
the US. Navy Memorial and
Naval Heritage Center in
Wiashington, D.C., for reducing

energy usage base-wide by 22
percent since the start of an
energy conservation initiative in
fiscal year 2003.

The Department of the Navy
recognized six Navy and Marine
Corps installations for their
achievements in energy reduc-
tion after Congress and the

See AWARD, A12
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DAN BARBER, PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

RoBERT E. BUsH NAVAL HOSPITAL

The Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital Outpatient Services clerks handle, on aver-
age, over 3,000 monthly requests for appointments, cancellations, hospital infor-
mation, and telephone consults to primary care managers.

These clerks work directly with clinical services and routinely communicate
with clinic staff regarding unique situations that require administrative or nurs-
ing intervention.  Beneficiaries’ needs are managed in real time through the
Composite Health Care System. PCM’s and clinic nurses are notified immediate-
ly regarding hospital beneficiaries concerns and maintain a standard of respond-
ing within 72 hours to each telephone consult.

The best time to call Outpatient Services for routine concerns is in the
morning from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., and in the afternoons from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
at 830-2752.

Using a land line is better than cell phones because there are fewer points for
the land lines to access before connecting to the appointment line.

There is an Outpatient Services Customer Service Desk that is available from
7:30 am. to 3:45 p.m,, located in front of the TRICARE Service Center. If vis-
iting the hospital, or are nearby, beneficiaries can stop by to make an appoint-
ment instead of calling.

The Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital quarterdeck can be reached at 830-
2190 for medical advice after normal working hours and during holidays and
weekends. Our on-call medical officer will provide advice if needed. If you
feel you are in urgent need of medical attention, contact 911 or visit the near-
est emergency room.
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| THANKSGIVING
GATHERING

3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
Thanksgiving Feast

November 22nd

2-4 p.m. at the Community Center

Come and join in on some crafts for your
Thanksgiving Day!!!

°orINHe
Make a Christmas card for your Marine/sailor!!!! We
will supply the picture and supplies!!!
Fun games for all ages to participate in!!!!

It is a POTLUCK...Bring your favorite side or dessert
dish to add to the turkey and refreshments!!

Share your recipe with us and we will create a 3/7
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ACROSS 39. Have some pull DOWN 30.Conductor __-
1. Sporty Mazda 43, Baby syllable 1. Shelley’s fairy queen Pekka Salonen
6. Fat-avoiding Jack 44, Places down 2. Discount rack abbr.  32. Brief moment,
11. Urban grid 46. Fin. planner’s 3. Inthe past briefly
components: Abbr. suggestion 4. Tug’s rope 36. Model’s asset
14. An inert gas 47.Famous Philbin 5. Cornerstone word 37. Cheated, slangily
15. Computer mishap 49, Assaults 6. Dark expression 40.“ _ the season...”
16. Luau fare 51.Gary of “CSI:NY” 7. NFLer or NBAer 41. Passes across
17. Chocolate bar? 52.French compactof 8. Pre-TV time 42. Hexa- halved
19.Slip up old 9. A__ “apple” 45. Bean or Penn
20. MGM cofounder 54. Patricia of “Hud” 10. Fraternity letters 48.Carry out, as a law
Marcus 56. Trough filler 11.Racing greyhound?  50. Paltry matter

21. Basehall broadcaster’s
“Strike!”

23. Longish skirt

26. Stick in the fridge

28. “Funeral Blues”
poet WH.

29. Offers a view

31, up (bungled)

33. Assigns “PG” to, say

34. Hothead's emotion

35.JV player, perhaps

38. Social bug

57. Indigenous folks

59. Just okay

61.Word of surprise

62.747 jetsam?

67. Opposite of paleo-

68. Brit’s petrol quantity

69. Common sound
during allergy season

70. The whole she bang

71.Printer brand

72. Strike back, e.g.

[Solutions on A10]

12. Girardi’s Yankees

predecessor

13. Femme fatale
18. Trackers and

Prizms, once

22.Roy G. Biv septet

51. Place for a tab

52. Hotelier Helmsley
53. Lucy's sitcom pal
55. Pasty-looking

58. Hair holder

60. Walk of Fame item

23.Fable’s end 63.Miracle-_ (garden
24.Bucky Beaver’s products brand)
toothpaste brand 64. See 61-Across

25.Jingle writers’

training center?

27.Dubai, for one

65. Liberal arts maj.
66. Like much Cajun
cuisine

Centerspeak

What is the most bizarre reason you
were injured or hospitalized?

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION PosT, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

cookbook for all to have!!l!

Contact Lori Rogers for more info 830-6638
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Name: Stephanie Stoller

Hometown: La Grande, Ore.

Job Title: Automation clerk

Organization: Combat Center Officer’s Club

Job Duties: Customer service and administrative
duties

What Do You Like About Your Job: Working with
the Marines and taking care of them.

Hobbies: Walking, reading and work

Significant Achievements: Promoted to current
position after serving as a cashier at the O’Club.
Military Service: None, wife of Cpl. Daniel Stoller, a training noncommis-
sioned officer with Delta Co., 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion.

Time at the Combat Center: Since September 2007.

LANCE CPL. CLINT BROWN

3rD CoMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION

got my finger

smashed in the

end of a claw hammer by
my roommate back

home.”

I_a_;'

SGT. JASON CROCKETT

157 COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION

en | was 11, | sev-
ered the top of my
finger after trying to remove

rust from my mom?’s car.”

>

'3

-

STAFF SGT. ROBERT LEATHERMAN

Marive WING SurPPORT Souapron 374

k& | was dragged on the

ground while I was
SPIE rigging.”
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Commanding General

Public Affairs Officer Jennie E. Haskamp
Public Affairs Chief ~ Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine
Corps, under exclusive written contract with the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the military services. Contents of the
Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the United States Government, the
DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts
and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by
the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert Publishing of
the services advertised.

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus

Press Chief/Editor Sgt. Regina N. Ortiz
Layout, Design  Leslie Shaw

Everythin% advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, nation-
al origin, age, marital status, physical handlcap,
political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor
of the purchaser, user or patron. Editorial con-
tent is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All
photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the
Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417,
during normal working hours at (760) 830-6213
or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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FRI. 11/14

Staged reading of Charles
Evered’'s new play “Class”
Time: 6 p.m.

Where: UC Riverside Ext.
Palm Desert Campus
75-080 Frank Sinatra Dr.,
Palm Desert. Free event.

For info call 574-1858
SAT. 11/15

Bookmaking Class

Time: 10 a.m.

Where: 29 Palms Creative
Center

6847 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms
For info visit http://www.
29palmscreativecenter.com
or call 361-1805

FRI. 11/14

Best of AFI Fest 2008

Time: All day event

Where: Camelot Theatres
2300 E. Baristo Rd.

Palm Springs

For info call 325-6565 or visit
http://www.camelottheatres.com

SAT. 11/15

Cady Mountains Day Hike
from Afton Canyon

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Meet in Barstow at the
Starbucks

1620 E Main St.

For info call (909) 260-8833 or
visit http://www.calwild.org

FRI. 11/14

Mick Fleetwood Wine Dinner
Time: 6 p.m.

Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison St.
Coachella

For info visit
http://www.spotlight29.com
or call (800) 585-3737

SUN. 11/16

Auditions for
Woods, Jr.”
Time: 5 p.m.
Where: Theatre 29

73637 Sullivan Rd., 29 Palms

“Into the

SAT. 11/15

Mick Fleetwood’s Island
Rumours Band

Time: 8 p.m.

Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison St.

Coachella

For info call (800) 585-3737 or
visit http://www.spotlight29.com

SUN. 11/16

Watercolor Painting in JTNP
Time: 9:30 am

Where: Joshua Tree National
Park Visitor Center

6554 Park Blvd., Joshua Tree

SAT. 11/15

Aeromyth, a tribute to
Aerosmith

Time: 9 to 11 p.m.

Where: Aqua Caliente Casino
32250 Bob Hope Dr.

Rancho Mirage.

For info call (888) 999-1995

MON. 11/17

Keyboard Conversations:
Basking in Beethoven
Time: 7 p.m.

Where: McCallum Theatre
73000 Fred Waring Dr.

For info call 799-7820
or visit
http://www.theatre29.com

For info call 367-5500 or visit
http://www.nps.gov.jotr

Palm Desert
For info call 340-ARTS or visit
http://www.mccallumtheatre.com.

The Marine Toys for Tots Foundation bundies up for holiday season

CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Toys for Tots program is
warming up for yet another sea-
son of holiday giving at the
Combat Center.

The Marine Toys for Tots

nation, according to the Web site.

Last year, the Combat Center
provided toys to more than
24,700 underprivileged children,
according to a 2007 Toys for Tots
after-action report.

Sgt. Nixon Delesus, a Toys for
Tots coordinator from New York,

said he first participated in the Toys
for Tots program as a reservist in
the 6th Communications Battalion,
4th Marine Logistics Group, in
2003.

“Participating in Toys for Tots
is great for me because you can
always see how much everyone

appreciates your efforts and you
know that some families will be a
little happier this holiday sea-
son,” said DeJesus, a New York
City native.

Delesus continued, saying he
believes other Marines should get
involved with the program.

“Toys for Tots reaches across
to so many people from different
backgrounds and has everyone
identify with one purpose, which
is getting toys to kids,” he said.

Master Sgt. Joseph Kappus, the

See TOYS, A4

Foundation began in 1947 when
the wife of reserve Marine Maj.
William L. Hendricks wanted to
donate a handmade doll to a needy
child in Los Angeles, according to
the Toys for Tots Web site,
http://www.toysfortots.org.

To this day, offering joy and
hope to needy children through
the gift of giving has remained
the sole focus of the program.

Toys for Tots works to collect
unwrapped toys throughout the
months of October, November
and December in hopes of grant-
ing underprivileged children the | SSTE gy . ¢ :
joy of opening gifts on Christmas ' B SGT. BRIAN A. TUTHILL

g GetTo
Palm
Springs!

RIDEMTR7A

day, and play an active role in the  The 2008 Toys for Tots campaign is underway, collecting toys to  i[{-SEERVIeVNeloloR=FI [ KTl lals [ Friday
development of the American distribute to underprivileged children this Christmas.
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secretary of Defense establishes Warrior Care Month

CPL. MARGARET HUGHES

ComMBAT CORRESPONDENT

In past years the media has portrayed medical
care for service members to be under par.
More recently the government is starting to
take measures to give wounded, injured or ill
service members as much support as possible
including establishing service-unique health
care systems.

The secretary of defense has designated
November as Warrior Care Month to convey
the Department of Defense’s commitment to
quality care for service members and their
families.

“They deserve our respect and gratitude
and the very best that our great country can
provide. We owe this to them, and we must
deliver. I am totally committed to doing
so,” said Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates as quoted in a March 2007 message
to the troops.

Warrior Care Month was established to
increase awareness of programs and resources
available to wounded, injured and ill service
members, their families and those who care
about them, said Col. Gregory Boyle, the
commanding officer of the Wounded Warrior
Regiment, Quantico, Va.

Throughout November, the department
will internally discuss ways to improve the
system of care currently implemented,
explain to service members how to access
resources, tell service members what to do if
the system fails, and reassure service mem-
bers that the government and their service
will assist those in need.

In April 2007, the official establishment of
the Wounded Warrior Regiment allowed the
U.S. Marine Corps to take care of its Wounded
Warriors and their families.

The Wounded Warrior Regiment’s mis-
sion is to provide and facilitate assistance to
wounded, ill and injured Marines and sailors
attached to or in support of Marine units
and their family members throughout the
phases of recovery — regardless of geo-
graphic location.

“Just as every Marine makes a commitment
to the Corps when they earn the title Marine,
the Corps makes an enduring commitment to
every Marine and an enduring commitment to
their family,” said Gen. James Conway, the
34th commandant of the Marine Corps, in his

WARRIOR CARE
SEFTINGT

1E EXAMPLE IN MILITARY WELL-BEING

OUR GREATES

SASSERSY:@® 1]

IF YOU ARE WOUNDED, ILL, OR INJURED,
WE WILL GET THROUGH IT TOGETHER.

"THERE 15 NO HIGHER PRIORITY FOR THE [DEPA

AFTER THE WAR ITSELE. THAN

2006 planning guidance to establish the
Wounded Warrior Regiment.

Though the Marine Corps is taking care of
its own and has made vast improvements,
Warrior Care Month will allow all services to
communicate, so each branch can continue to
improve and find better ways to meet service
members’ needs, according to information
released by the assistant secretary of defense
for public affairs.

“The Marine Corps Wounded Warrior
Regiment has maintained tight coordination
with the other Services’ Wounded Warrior
Programs,” said Boyle. “These contacts are
vital as they allow us to share best practices,
vet proposals and issues in a holistic way, and

JOARING FOR O

MENT OF L2

MDD

chart the best path forwarded for America’s
wounded, ill, and injured.”

The declaration of Warrior Care Month
helps put the care of the wounded, ill and
injured to the forefront of the priorities of the
DoD. Although the department has made
enormous strides in the past few years, the
work they have set out to do will never be fin-
ished until every Wounded Warrior is cared for
in the best possible way, according to informa-
tion released by the assistant secretary of
defense for public affairs.

For assistance, information or referral serv-
ices, contact the Wounded Warrior Regiment
Call Center at 1-877-4USMCWW or visit
http://wwwwoundedwarriorregiment.org.

MOVIE TIMES 365-9633

Cinema 6

TOYS, from A3

“The main reason | got involved
is due to it being a great program

Showtimes |
Effective
11/14/08 - 11/20/08

Exercise  Support

Quantum Of Solace Madagascar 2:

Escape To Africa
(PG13) (PG)

Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Role Models

Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

lgor W.
PG (PG13)

(PG)
Fri-Tues: 2:15, 4:30 Fri-Tues: 6:45, 9:00
Wed-Thurs: 4:45 Wed-Thurs: 2:30, 7:00

Coming
11-21
= Bolt

« Twilight

+ ADULTS $8.00

+ SENIORS $6.00

+ CHILDREN $6.00
www.cinema6theatre.com

U-HAUL RENTALS

29 Palms © Joshua Tree ® Yucea Valley

361-7141

COMINGRHISSTMONN]

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

Your Community Newspapers
Working to serve you better

The all NEW Student Spotlight
See what your children &
teachers are doing.

motor transportation chief with

Company B, Headquarters
R) Battalion, has also done his part
for the Toys for Tots program
since 1988 and has been a coordi-
nator for the program five times.
While participating in the pro-
gram, Kappus went as far as hand-
delivering toys to children’s hospi-
tals on Christmas morning, he said.

for underprivileged children across
the United States,” said Kappus, a
Sacramento, Calif,, native. “l take
great pleasure in seeing the family’s
reactions as they pick up toys from
the warehouse knowing they are
going to make their child happy
that Christmas Day.”

Kappus added he recom-
mends Marines contribute to the
program at least once.

“l would recommend that
Marines get involved as much as
they can,” he said. “It is a great
public relations event for any base
or unit and it lets the towns know
you are there for more then just
what they see on TV.”

The Combat Center Toys for
Tots program is still setting up
drop-off bins for interested donors
at various locations around the
installation and in town. The
Combat Center Toys for Tots hot-
line is also scheduled to run from
Dec. 1-12. For details call 830-6861.

Division,

WARNING:

Do not call any Cell
Phone company until
you listen to this 24HR
Free Recorded Message.
(800) 985-8451 ext
100.

Call Now!

HOT TOPICS

WOMEN'’S VARSITY
BASKETBALL
TRYOUTS
Women’s varsity basketball try-
outs will be conducted on
Monday and Wednesday at 6
p.m. at the East Gym. This is
open to all active duty, civilian
employees and dependents 18
years of age and older. Point of
contact is Skip Best at 830-4092.
Practices will run every Monday

and Wednesday at 6 p.m.

STATE TAX
EXEMPTIONS FOR
TAXYEAR 2009
The States of Connecticut (not
living in the barracks),
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana,
New Jersey (not living in the
barracks), New York (not living
in the barracks), Oregon, \West
Virginia do not tax service
members claiming legal resi-
dence in those states if they
meet certain conditions specific
to each state. Please refer to
this link for the conditions:
https://wwwmissa.manpower
.usmc.mil/elibrary/prium/def

ault.aspx?show=P38.6.8

Installation Personnel Admin-
istration Center instructions are
as follow: Marines who are cur-
rently state tax exempted for
Calendar Year 2008 must come
to the IPAC, customer service
section, as soon as possible to
update their state tax exemp-
tion forms. This must be done
no later than Dec. 28 in order to
maintain a state tax exempt sta-
tus through Calendar Year
2009. New exemption: Eligible
Marines who wish to be
exempted from paying state
taxes for Calendar Year 2009
must come to the IPAC no later
than Nov. 27 to fill out a DD
Form 2058-1 and W-4 Form.
Note: The IPAC is required to
remove all state tax exemptions
on members who do have the
required documentation, and
retroactive adjustments cannot
be made. For any questions or
concerns regarding State Tax
exemptions is Staff Sgt. Adrian
D Farmer, Customer Service,
IPAC 830-1818, extension 160.

YOUNG MARINES
NEEDS YOUR HELP
The new Young Marines unit
here in Twentynine Palms, the
Mojave Vipers, are seeking
donated items such as used
Marine Corps utilities, covers,
enlisted chevrons and ribbon
bars. Drop off any donations
to the ASYMCA office, build-
ing 192. Please label donated
items for Young Marines. For a
receipt of the donation, to vol-
unteer, get your child involved
or if you wish to make a cash
donation, please contact Daniel
Montague, Mojave Vipers’
commanding officer, by e-mail-
ing ymmontague@yahoo.com.

NEED EXTRA
INCOME?

Work from home. Earn
Unlimited amounts of
Cash. Call anytime, 24
Hour Free Recorded
Message.
(800) 985-8451
ext 101.
Call Now!
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LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M.
DUNN

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Disabled American Veterans,
a non-profit organization, has
recently expanded their services
to further facilitate the needs of
veterans who have suffered a dis-
ability while on active duty.

The DAV s the premier
organization for veterans to get
the benefits they deserve, said
Allen Pagdilao, the DAV transi-
tion service officer for the
Morongo Basin.

“Now that we have a VA
[Veteran's Affairs] representative
working here with us, we have
really become the advocate for
veterans to file their claims and
get assistance with the claims
process,” he said. “Now we truly
are a one-stop shop for veterans’
benefits in the area.”

The representative from the

VA is available at the Village
Center, building 1551, Mondays
and Thursdays.

Since the DAV moved into the
Village Center April 17, their
business has nearly tripled, said
Pagdilao. Customers come from
all over the high desert and 85-90
percent of those are still on active
duty or planning to leave the mil-
itary soon.

According to http://www.
dav.org, the DAV began shortly
after World War I, when more
than 200,000 wounded veterans
returned home from the trench
fighting on the war torn Western
Front. Following the war, many
veterans experienced difficulty
finding jobs, ultimately ending up
unemployed and homeless.

In 1920, the Disabled
American Veterans of the World
War was established by Capt.
Robert S. Marx, a wounded World
War | veteran and Cincinnati

Birth announcements

ASHLYN GRACE CORRELL
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Shannon
Correll and Nicole Correll, born Oct.
7, weighing 7 pounds, 1.4 ounces and
measuring 19.5 inches.

LILLIAN MARIE GRAMS
Daughter of Seaman Apprentice
Michael Grams and Diana Grams,
born Oct. 7, weighing 5 pounds, 11
ounces and measuring 19 inches.
CORRIE ELEANORE
BURTON-BOEHM

Daughter of Pfc. Chelsea Burton
and Chandler R. Boehm, born Oct.
8, weighing 6 pounds, 4 ounces and
measuring 19 inches.

GRAESEN LEIGH COVERT
Daughter of Sgt. Brad A. Covert and
Corrina Covert, born Oct. 8, weigh-
ing 6 pounds, 12.4 ounces and meas-
uring 20 inches.

AYDEN MARSHALL RUSSELL
Son of Cpl. Nathan Russell and
Emily Russell, born Oct. 8, weighing
6 pounds, 7 ounces and measuring
20 inches.

KILEY ANNA MASSON
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Gerald
Masson and Heidi Masson, born
Oct. 9, weighing 6 pounds, 5 ounces
and measuring 19 inches.

SABIAN ISAAC ALEXANDER
NOVASKY

Son of Sgt. Bruce Novasky and
Shawna Novasky, born Oct. 11,
weighing 7 pounds, 6 ounces and
measuring 19.5 inches.

KYLIE FAITH ALLEN

Daughter of Sgt. Michael Allen and
Jacqueline Allen, born Oct. 12,
weighing 6 pounds, 9 ounces and
measuring 19 inches.

TOBIAS LEON LLYOD

Son of Cpl. Kyle D. Lloyd and
Ashley Lloyd, born Oct. 16, weighing
7 pounds, 7.4 ounces and measuring
20.9 inches.

CHARLOTTE ROSE
BRANDON

Daughter of Lance Cpl. Matthew
Brandon and Danielle Brandon, born
Oct. 18, weighing 7 pounds, .2 ounces
and measuring 20.5 inches.

TRUIT LEE ELWELL

Son of Sgt. David N. Elwell and
Katie Elwell, born Oct. 20, weighing
7 pounds, 2 ounces and measuring 20
inches.

SHAYDEN NICOLE BOOTH
Daughter of Lance Cpl. Bryant
Booth and Sharmae Booth, born
Oct. 21, weighing 6 pounds, 14
ounces and measuring 20.5 inches.
CODY RAY WALKER JR.

Son of Sgt. Cody Walker and Crystal
Wialker, born Oct. 21, weighing 8
pounds, 7 ounces and measuring 19

inches.
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lawyer. The following year, Marx
organized a caucus of wounded
veterans nationwide. The caucus
led to the creation of state and
local DAV chapters.

With the newly expanded
assistance now available to dis-
abled veterans, the DAV can now
provide better help to Marines
and sailors who are being
reviewed by a medical board. The
VA can also now process claims
in a more timely manner.

The DAV has even extended
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MARINE CORPS EXCHANGE

its services to families of dis-
abled veterans, said Pagdilao.
Although the DAV can't direct-
ly provide support or benefits
to veterans’ dependents, they
are still more than willing to
help with any questions they
might have and point them in
the right direction for the
answers they need.

“Unfortunately, we can't give
them the specific services they
need, but with our guidance, they
will get the help they need,” said
Pagdilao, a Pinili, llocos Norte,
Philippines, native.

The DAV has also gone
mobile in recent months. In
August, a van was added to their
list of assets, which is available to
transport disabled veterans to
their medical appointments if
they need assistance.

The DAV van was featured in
the Yucca Valley, Calif.,, Veteran's
Day parade. All van drivers are
volunteers, and Pagdilao said there
is always room for more help.

“l welcome anyone who
would like to volunteer to drive

See DAV, A10
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Wounded warrior pays tribute to brothers-in-arms

CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Esprit de Corps is defined as
the common spirit existing in
the members of a group and
inspiring enthusiasm, devotion,
and strong regard for the honor
of the group, according to the
Merriam-Webster dictionary.

A recovering Company D, 3rd
Light Armored Reconnaissance

Marine who was injured in com-
bat operations in 2005 expressed
his own Esprit de Corps in a
manner all Marines of 3rd LAR
could witness and appreciate.
Cpl. Isaac Gallegos became a
member of the Wounded
Warrior Battalion (East) after
he was badly burned while con-
ducting operations in support
of Operation Iragi Freedom.
He used his physical therapy

time spent in Brooke Army
Medical Center in San Antonio,
Texas, to bring dexterity back to
his hands while also showing
unit loyalty by painting a new
3rd LAR emblem.

“Cpl. Gallegos epitomizes
courage,” said Lt. Col. Ken
Kassner, the 3rd LAR com-
manding officer. “He repre-
sents everything great about the
Marine Corps and demon-

CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE

Cpl. Isaac Gallegos, an injured Marine currently serving with the Wounded Warrior Battalion (East),
stands with his former commanding officer and fellow Marines of 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion Oct. 23.
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strates the Corps values on a
daily basis.”

Gallegos, a Pico Rivera, Calif.,
native, said his idea for the
emblem was one he originally
thought of in 2005 when the
unit discussed creating a new
emblem before they deployed.

But during the unit’s deploy-
ment, Gallegos sustained his
injuries and never got to see his
design go further than scratch
paper.

While Gallegos was recover-
ing, his father, a retired Marine
staff sergeant, and uncle got to
work and put the design on a
T-shirt.

The unit then took on
Gallegos’ design, made a couple
modifications, and dubbed the
design the new official unit
emblem, said Gallegos.

After almost a year in
patient recovery, Gallegos had
finally acquired the tools and
equipment necessary to start
painting the image he mani-
fested so long ago.

After about a month’s work,
the painting was completed.

Gallegos then coordinated
with his parents and the leaders
of 3rd LAR to personally bring
the painting to the unit.

The painting was revealed to
the Marines of 3rd LAR Oct. 23.
Although Gallegos claimed his
experience with art only went as
far as doing a few pastel draw-
ings in college, Marines

expressed their satisfaction of
the end product with vocal
praises and applause.

After the unit was dismissed
from their formation, swarms of
men surrounded Gallegos to
shake his hand, give him hugs
and congratulate him.

“I did this for the unit,” said
Gallegos. “It’'s something new
and unique for them. This unit
does a great job of looking out
for their wounded and for the
families. They're all good at
staying in touch. I'd say they
are the heart of the Marine
Corps.”

Gallegos’ father and mother,
Phil and Nely, left San Antonio
three days prior to be there for
the event.

“We always thought he was
born to be a Marine,” said Phil.
“We knew it was only a matter
of time.”

Phil said he believes in addi-
tion to helping Gallegos regain
use of his hands, the painting
project also gave his son peace
of mind and motivation.

“The unit means a lot to
him,” added Phil. “He just want-
ed to show his Marines support
as much as he could in any way
he could.”

Gallegos has several more
surgeries to go before he is fully
recovered, but claims his next
plan is to visit Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton and gath-
er details on becoming a Marine
Corps training instructor.

In the meantime, an empty
spot on the wall in the battal-
ion headquarters building has
been filled with the painting
for all to see.
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CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE

Marines of 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion congratu-
late Cpl. Isaac Gallegos, on a painting he did in honor of the unit. The
painting was revealed to the battalion Oct. 23 at the unit motorpool.

CPL. NICOLE A. LAVINE
Cpl. Isaac Gallegos, an injured Marine currently serving with the

Wounded Warrior Battalion (East), stands with his former battalion
commander, Lt. Col. Ken Kessner, after revealing a painting he creat-
ed in honor of 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion Oct. 23.



OBSERVATION POST

A7 Novemser 14, 2008

Tankers tread home over holiday weekend

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M.
DUNN

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

It wasn't all parades and barbe-
cues this Veterans Day weekend,
it was also an opportunity for the
Combat Center to welcome
home some of its own returning
veterans.

The Marines and sailors of
Company A, 1st Tank
Battalion, and the battalion’s
Tube-launched, Optically-
tracked, Wire-guided missile
Platoon were welcomed home
by their loved ones at Victory
Field after a seven-month

e

deployment to Irag.

“The Marines were up there
in the security zone [in northern
Al Anbar Province] supporting
Task Force Mameluke, and it
was a very successful deploy-
ment,” said Lt. Col. Thomas
Gordon, the 1st Tanks battalion
commander. “They uncovered a
lot of big weapons caches.

“They were off the FOBs
[Forward Operating Bases] liv-
ing off their tanks for weeks
on end,” added the Boston
native. “It was a very challeng-
ing deployment.”

Gordon said the company was
running interdiction operations
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LANCE CPL. NICOLAS M DUNN

Cpl. Marcus Sanchez, a tank crewman with Company A, 1st Tank
Battalion, holds his 8-month-old son Dominic after arriving at
Victory Field Tuesday. The Albuquerque, N.M., native’s son was
born shortly before Co. A’s departure to Iraq in April.
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LANCE CPL. NICOLAS M. DUNN

along lIrag’s northern border.
They were also adjusting to the
new optics of the upgraded tanks’
fire control system.

Both the returning elements
of 1st Tanks left for their
deployment in April. The TOW
Platoon returned to Victory
Field Saturday evening. Co. A
followed suit Tuesday night,
arriving at Victory Field shortly
before midnight.

The returning Marines and
sailors were greeted by the ecstat-
ic tears and cheers of their loved
ones, as well as their fellow serv-
ice members.

“We just feel great,” said
Robert Sanchez, grandfather to
Cpl. Marcus Sanchez, a tank
crewman with Co. A. “We're
glad he’s home and out of
harm’s way, and we’re thankful
to God that he is.”

Sanchez, a  23-year-old
Albuquerque, N.M., native, also
got to see his 8-month-old son,
Dominic, who was born shortly
before the company’s departure
to Irag.

“It feels awesome to be
home,” he said. “I love being back
on US. sail.”

Sgt. Marcos Serda, a ground
communications organizational
repairer with Co. A, expressed
similar feelings when he arrived at
Victory Field.

“| feel outstanding,” said the
25-year-old San Antonio native.
“When you're gone, you miss a
lot, but these homecomings make
it all worthwhile.”

After taking time off to spend
with their friends and families, the
newly-returned tankers will con-
tinue to train hard in preparation
for future deployments.
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the 2-and-a-half-year-old daughter of

Gunnery Sgt. Randy Phillips, a tank leader with Co. A, 1st Tank
Battalion, clings to a balloon while waiting for her father’s
return at Victory Field Tuesday.

Morgan Phillips,
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Gunnery Sgt. Orpheus Brown, a platoon sergeant with Co. A, 1st
Tank Battalion, is greeted by his 6-year-old daughter De’Asin, and
2-year-old son Kahmari, after he arrived at Victory Field Tuesday.
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