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Darkside welcomes
new commander
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Lt. Col. Martin F. Wetterauer
relieved Lt. Col. William A.
Visted as commanding officer of
3rd Battalion, 4th Marine
Regiment, during a change-of-
command ceremony at the
Combat Center’s Lance Cpl.
Torrey L. Gray Field Nov. 20.

Visted, a native of Pearl City,
Hawaii, assumed command in
September 2007 and is moving
on to 7th Marine Regiment,
where he will serve as the regi-
ment’s executive officer.

Wetterauer takes command
after serving as 7th Marine
Regiment’s operations officer
since April.

Once the passage of com-
mand had taken place, Vincent
addressed the audience and
admitted it was going to be hard
to leave the Marines and sailors of
the battalion behind.

“It’s been a long day coming
and one I haven’t been looking
forward too,” said Visted.

“Leading this organization we call
the Darkside has been a tremen-
dous experience.”

Visted then thanked the
Marines, sailors, and civilian per-
sonnel of the Combat Center,
and after talking about the
accomplishments of the Marines
and sailors of 3/4, which includ-
ed a recent deployment to Al
Anbar Provence in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom, he
asked for all those in attendance
to give the battalion’s warfighters
a round of applause.

Once the applause ceased,
Visted told those in attendance he
was truly blessed with a superb
command team, which included
his senior enlisted advisor, Sgt.
Maj. James D. Walsh; his execu-
tive officer, Maj. Kevin A.
Norton; and his wife, Sheri.

Before handing over the
microphone to his successor,
Visted wished Wetterauer the best
of luck and told him command-
ing 3/4 would be the best time of
his career, before addressing the

New Heritage Memorial Park
gives glimpse of MCAGCC’s past
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Heritage Memorial Park, located
between Del Valle road and
Victory Field, opened Monday
with a ribbon cutting ceremony
and a glimpse back into time to
view the Combat Center’s history.

The ceremony began with
the Combat Center band playing
a variety of songs including
“America the Beautiful,” as
viewers found their seats.

After the invocation, Brig.

Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, the
Combat Center commanding
general, spoke about the build-
ing of Heritage Memorial Park
and also spoke about the history
of the base from when the
Army inhabited it as a glider
base, to when the Marine Corps
took it over in the 1950’s.

Bob Lehman, the chief engi-
neer and architect with Public
Works Division, also spoke
regarding the building of the
memorial and the rest of the

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

People walk through the new Heritage Memorial Park after a
ribbon cutting ceremony Monday. The park’s structure
describes the history of the land from Native Americans to
the present day Combat Center.

PPFFCC..  JJEERREEMMIIAAHH  HHAANNDDEELLAANNDD

Lt. Col. Martin F. Wetterauer relieves Lt. Col. William A. Visted as
commanding officer of 3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, during
a change-of-command ceremony at the Combat Center’s Lance
Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Nov. 20.See DARKSIDE, A12

See HERITAGE, A15

23rd Dental trains for
new environment
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s 23rd Dental
Company completed a dental field
equipment test Nov. 17-21 behind
the Adult Medical Care Clinic.

The goal was not only to test the
new dental systems, but also to train
the sailors how to treat patients in a
mobile operational environment.

“Navy dentistry has a long-
standing tradition of delivering
quality service in the field to for-
ward deployed Marines and

sailors,” said Cmdr. Kurt J.
Brockman, the 23rd Dental
Company commander. “As we
shift our Global War on
Terrorism focus to Afghanistan,
23rd Dental will need to be ready
to serve in that country.

“In order to do this, the brick
and mortar facilities utilized in
Iraq will need to be replaced with
tents,” added the Newport Beach,
Calif., native. “Dental units will
need to be mobile and dental
services will need to be delivered

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Sailors from 23rd Dental Company treat patients during the
dental field equipment test exercise behind the Adult Medical
Care Clinic Nov. 20.

See DENTAL, A10
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GREETINGS FROM LONG ISLAND

Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, nation-
al origin, age, marital status, physical handicap,
political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor
of the purchaser, user or patron. Editorial con-
tent is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All
photos, unless otherwise indicated are Official
USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the
Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417,
during normal working hours at (760) 830-6213
or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.

Press Chief/Editor Sgt. Regina N. Ortiz
Layout, Design Leslie Shaw

Public Affairs Officer Jennie E. Haskamp
Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Chris W. Cox
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Observation Post

Centerspeak

JASMINE’S ESPRESSO CAFÉ

“I love green bean
casserole during

Thanksgiving.”

AMY HARRIS SGT. HARLEY THOMAS

3RD LIGHT ARMORED RECONNAISSANCE

BATTALION

“I like the leftovers
because everything

tastes better the day after,
like turkey sandwiches

and turkey soup.”

HEADQUARTERS BATTALION

“My favorite dish
is pepper pot,

which is a Caribbean
soup.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

What is your favorite Thanksgiving dish?

GUNNERY SGT. HERRICK ROSS

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert
Publishing, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of Defense or the United States Marine
Corps, under exclusive written contract with the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the military services. Contents of the
Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the United States Government, the
DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts
and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by
the Department of Defense or Hi-Desert Publishing of
the services advertised.
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1. Source of Italian 
bubbly

5. Serb or Croat
9. Bubbly drinks
14.Give notice to
15.Scarlett’s home
16.Sillily imitative
17.Port of Algeria
18.Satanic
19.Coca-Cola Co.

brand
20.Gem with an 

intense blue color
23.Comics bark
24.One of a Navy elite
25.Audible range
27.Bleachers cry
29.Auto parts giant
32.Assenting vote
33.“Das Boot” craft
35.Line to Ben-Gurion
37. Union collection
41.“The Last Supper”

painter

44.Sundance’s gal, __ 
Place

45.Queens, NY tennis
stadium

46.Streisand title role
47.TGIF part
49.Prefix with lock or 

knock
51.Starting numbers 

under “RHE”
52.Radio buttons
56.Mil or mile
58.Actor McKellen
59.Italian sports car
64.Word before basin 

or wave
66.Bring home
67.Air force hotshots
68.Out of the way
69.Cooties
70.Designer Wang
71.__ Wences
72. Wart giver of folklore
73.Guitarist Duane__

DDOOWWNN

1. MP’s quarry
2. __ Lee cakes
3. Go for clay pigeons
4. Lint-collecting navel
5. “A Streetcar Named

Desire” woman
6. Pelee spew
7. 48th state: Abbr.
8. Hold dear
9. “On Language”

columnist William
10.__-Locka, Fla.
11.“Alice in

Wonderland” cat
12.Roger Clemens, for

three seasons
13.Give a raw deal to
21.Year-end temp
22.Clapton classic
26.__ Hawkins Day
27.Occupy the throne
28.“Wanna make__?”
30.Brand of lowsocks
31.Islands greeting

34.Diarist Nin
36.Arabia’s Gulf of__
38.Out of sight
39.Opposite of endo-
40.Fodder storage site
42.Jamaican in 

dreadlocks, for short
43.In competition
48.Penn’s partner
50.Went sour
52.Pocket breads
53.Poker tactic
54.__ a tie (require 

overtime)
55.Silvery fish
57.“__ a dream”
60.Scott of “Happy 

Days”
61.Black and white 

predator
62.Social goofball
63.Words to an “old 

chap”
65.“Without 

further__ ...”

Employee Spotlight
NNaammee:: Michael Devine
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Outdoor Adventures
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Laborer 
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Repairing and maintaining equip-
ment.
WWhhaatt  DDoo  YYoouu  LLiikkee  MMoosstt  AAbboouutt  YYoouurr  JJoobb::
Being able to give something back to the
Marines.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Collecting coins and antiques.
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  AAcchhiieevveemmeennttss:: Just the fact that I
take my job seriously and show up to work on
time.
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: Five years in the United States
Marine Corps.
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: Six years

Boatspaces ‘sailing off’ quickly
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  AATTCCHHUUEE

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. – First-term Marines
approaching their End of Active Service in fiscal 2009, must speak with their
career planner as soon as possible because of changes in fiscal 2008 and 2009 re-
enlistment options.

Master Sgt. Patrick E. Whitaker, career planner, Marine Corps Installations
West, explained why Marines EAS’ing this year must act quickly.

WWhhaatt  cchhaannggeess  ccaann  ffiirrsstt--tteerrmm  MMaarriinneess  eexxppeecctt?? In fiscal 2009, the Marine
Corps is bringing back what is known as “boatspaces.” Boatspaces limit the
number of Marines who can re-enlist in each Military Occupational Specialty, as
determined by Headquarters Marine Corps.

HHooww  ddooeess  tthhaatt  aaffffeecctt  mmee??  The Marine Corps has accomplished more than
60 percent of their re-enlistment goal for first-term Marines, which means boat-
spaces are filling fast. Once an MOS reaches its quota on boatspaces, the MOS
is closed out and a bonus for that job field is no longer offered.

WWhhaatt  iiff mmyy  MMOOSS  iiss  cclloosseedd  oouutt??  If a Marine’s MOS is closed out, that
Marine will need to decide whether to EAS from the Marine Corps or lateral
move into a new MOS.

CCoouulldd  II  ssttiillll  ggeett  aa  bboonnuuss  iiff II  llaatteerraall  mmoovvee?? Marine Administrative Message
370/08 establishes which MOS’s rate a bonus and how much they are worth.
Marines who lateral move into a new job field will receive the bonus once they
finish the training at their new MOS school.

WWhhaatt  iiff II’’mm  uunnssuurree  aabboouutt  rree--eennlliissttiinngg?? If you are unsure about re-enlist-
ing in the active-duty force, the best thing to do is to go to a career planner and
submit the re-enlistment package. At that point, you will have 10 days before you
must re-enlist and take the oath. What other benefits are there for re-enlisting?
The Marine Corps wants to retain first-term Marines because they have the
experience and skills of a Marine instilled in them. Besides receiving a possible
bonus, Marines who re-enlist are guaranteed a preferred duty station, earn 60
promotion points if they are a lance corporal or corporal, continue receiving
medical and dental benefits, leave and job security by re-enlisting.

WWhhaatt  iiff II  EEAASS  aanndd  ddeecciiddee  ttoo  ccoommee  bbaacckk  iinn  llaatteerr?? If a Marine separates,
they must speak with a prior service recruiter. They will have no guaranteed duty
station and may be unable to retain the same MOS. If a bonus is offered in the
MOS they re-enlist to, the full bonus will be given within 90 days of their EAS
date; 80 percent is given between 91 and 365 days; and 60 percent between 366
days and four years. Bonuses are not offered if they wait longer than four years.

DDoo  bbooaattssppaacceess  aaffffeecctt  MMaarriinneess  wwhhoo  aarree  nnoott  iinn  tthheeiirr  ffiirrsstt--tteerrmm??  No, boat-
spaces only affect Marines in their first-term. Once a Marine is on their second
term, they are considered a “career Marine.” Boatspaces do not affect their reen-
listment options, including MOS and bonuses.

WWhhaatt  iiff mmyy  EEAASS  iiss  nnoott  uunnttiill  llaatteerr  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr??  The Marine Corps has
reached more than 60 percent of its re-enlistment goal and boatspaces are on a
first come, first serve basis. If a Marine waits until August 2009 to re-enlist, there
is no guarantee they will receive a bonus or continue in their current MOS.

WWhheerree  ccaann  II  ggeett  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn?? More information can be found by
visiting your unit’s career planner. Additionally, Whitaker is available to answer
questions at 763-1949.

[[SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA77]]

MCAGCC 
Presents

TheAnnual Commanding
General’s Holiday Concert

Featuring 

The Combat Center Band and community singers

Dec. 7, at 7 p.m. at the Sunset Cinema 
With a special appearance by Santa Claus

[9^#]9\



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

As the holidays draw closer,
Combat Center Marines, sailors
and their families are beginning to
make their travel plans to visit
their friends and family through-
out the world.

Whether the path to visit
friends or family is on the ground
or in the air, it is beneficial to plan
and practice safety precautions to
ensure a safe and timely arrival for
the holidays.

If driving home, don’t get
sidetracked by thinking of home-
cooked meals and heaps of pres-
ents. Instead, make sure the vehi-
cle making the trip is in good
working condition.

Double check engine fluids,
including windshield wiper fluid,
and make sure tires are properly
filled with air. While packing the
vehicle, ensure the rearview win-
dow is clear of all luggage and
pack an extra blanket, flashlight,
food and first aid kit incase of a
roadside emergency.

David Horn, the Combat
Center’s security director, says the
number one risk while driving
long distances is fatigue.

Getting a healthy amount of
sleep the night before the trip will
help keep drivers alert of their
surroundings, said Horn. Waking
up early enough grants enough
time to get to their destination on
time without the rush. Big meals
are also cautioned against since

they may cause drowsiness.
“Fatigue is an impairment like

drugs or alcohol,” he continued.
“Stop driving and either find a
place to sleep for the night, or
find a safe place to take a 15 to 20
minute nap.”

Safe driving habits should also
be implemented, which include
wearing safety belts, maintaining a
safe distance between vehicles,
using proper turn signals, and not

drinking and driving.
Before travelling, people

should prepare their homes to
help prevent break-ins or emer-
gencies. Staff Sgt. Anthony Fox,
the Provost Marshal’s Office
physical security chief, advises
home owners to stop mail and
newspaper deliveries or have a
neighbor collect them daily.

Leaving shades in a normal
position, and putting a radio and

at least two lights on an automatic
timer, will make a house look like
it is being occupied, which will dis-
suade burglars. Have a neighbor
place trashcans at the curb of the
unoccupied house, and park a car
in the driveway occasionally.

“Ask your police department
if it has a ‘vacation check’ pro-
gram,” said Fox. “You should
indicate the dates of your
departure and return, as well as

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AA33 NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR 2288,,  22000088

FFRRII..  1111//2288 FFRRII..  1111//2288  ––  SSUUNN..  1111//3300

WWEEDD..  1122//33

FFRRII..  1111//2288  ––  SSUUNN..  1111//3300 FFRRII..  1111//2288  ––  SSUUNN..  1111//3300
WWiilldd  LLiigghhttss  aatt  tthhee  LLiivviinngg
DDeesseerrtt
Time: 6-9 p.m.
Where: The Living Desert
47-900 Portola Ave.
Palm Desert
For more info call 346-5694

HHoolliiddaayy  BBaazzaaaarr
Time: 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
Where: Hi-Desert Medical
Center’s Continuing Care Center
6601 White Feather Road
Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-3711

CCaabbaazzoonn  BBaanndd  ooff  MMiissssiioonn
IInnddiiaannss  PPoowwwwooww
Time: 5-7 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino
84245 Indio Spring Pkwy.
Indio
For more info call 238-5770

SSAATT..  1111//2299

SSAATT..  1111//2299

SSaallvvaattiioonn  AArrmmyy  aanndd  MMaarriinnee
CCoorrppss  kkiicckk  ooffff  HHoolliiddaayy
SSeeaassoonn  aatt  tthhee  GGaarrddeennss
Time: 12-4 p.m.
Where: The Gardens on El
Paseo
73545 El Paseo, Palm Desert
For more info call 324-2275

DDeesseerrtt  AArrtt  CCeenntteerr’’ss  MMiinniiaattuurree
SShhooww
Time: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Desert Art Center 
550 North Palm Canyon Drive
Palm Springs
For more info call 323-7973

SSUUNN..  1111//3300 MMOONN..  1122//11
CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeee  LLiigghhttiinngg
CCeerreemmoonnyy
Time: 5 p.m.
Where: Mercado Mall
222 E Main St.
Barstow
For more info call 256-8617

TTHHUURRSS..  1122//44
FFrreeee  EEvveenniinnggss  aatt  PPaallmm  SSpprriinnggss
AArrtt  MMuusseeuumm
Time: 4-8 p.m.
Where: Palm Springs Art
Museum
101 Museum Drive
Palm Springs
For more info call 325-7186

MMoouunnttaaiinn  CChhrriissttmmaass  BBoouuttiiqquuee
Time: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Where: Big Bear Lake
Convention Center
630 Bartlett Road
Big Bear Lake
For more info call 
(909) 585-3000

 ♥
 New-Military Auto 
 Insurance Program

 Low Rates Stateside 
 * Huge Discounts  at 

 Deployment 
 - SAVE $$$

 Big Love Insurance
 361-8022
 Lic#OB19752

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 11/28/08 -  12/4/08 365-9633

 w ww.Cinema6theatre.Com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 •  CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Quantum Of Solace
 (PG13)

 Bolt
 (PG)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Four Christmases
 (PG13)

 Twilight
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Fri-Sun: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thurs 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 CELLULAR ONE

 3787 Adobe Rd. 29 Palms, CA 92277 

 Monthly  Monthly  Per MB Rate
 Allowance  Access  After Allowance

 5 GB  $59.99  $0.49
 50 MB  $39.99  $0.99

 Activation fee/line:  $35 ($25 for secondary Family Share/Plan lines w/ 2 yr Agmts) 
 IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION:  Standard Legal Disclosure for 
 BroadbandAccess :   Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of  11.4% of interstate 
 & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 2¢ Regulatory & 6¢ Administrative/line/
 mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes & our 
 surcharges could add 5% - 36% to your bill.  Activation fee/line: $35 .
 IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION:  Subject to Customer Agmt, Data Plan & 
 credit approval.  Up to $175 early termination fee, up to $1.99/MB after allowance .
 Requires compatible EV-DO Rev. a device (sold separately).  Speed claim based on 
 stationary tests with 5 MB FTP data files w/o compression.  Actual throughput speed 
 varies.    BroadbandAccess is available to more than 256 million people in 258 major 
 metros [241 airports] in the U.S.   Offers & coverage not available everywhere. Network 
 details & coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. ©© 2008 Verizon Wireless

 760-361-5628

 We accept Verizon Wireless 
 Payments

 BroadbandAccess 
                Data Usage:

 Choose the BroadbandAccess Plan
 that works best for you

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

See HOLIDAYS, A8

DDeesseerrtt  AArrtt  FFeessttiivvaall  
Time: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Frances Stevens
Park
538 N. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs
For more info call 
(818) 709-2907

BBrreett  MMiicchhaaeellss  RRoocckk  ooff  LLoovvee
TToouurr  22000088
Time: 8-10 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort
and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr.
Cabazon
For more info call (800) 252-4499

A few helpful tips to get you home for the holidays



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..
NNOOLLAA
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On the other side of Joshua Tree
National Park, in Chiriaco
Summit, Calif., the General
Patton Memorial Museum does
more than honor the three-star

general and his beloved Army.
The museum, which is located

just off Exit 173 on Interstate 10,
has erected the Defenders of
Freedom Wall, which is the muse-
um’s way of showing respect for
the men and women who are
fighting for this country’s free-
dom, said Jacque Schindewolf,
the museum’s conservator.

“The Defenders of Freedom
Wall is a tribute to all that protect
this country,” said Schindewolf, a
native of Ely, Minn. “This wall is
a way of saying thank you; we
honor what you do for us.”

Schindewolf said any service
member who has served since
September 11, 2001, to present
day can have their name placed
on the wall. Border patrol offi-
cials, customs workers, police
officers, sheriffs, and firemen are
also eligible to have their name
placed on the wall.

“Our goal is to honor all who
keep us safe and protect our free-
doms,” said Schindewolf.

In order to have a named
placed on the wall the museum
requests the honoree’s name and
service, a $10 check or money
order, and while proof of service
is not required the museum does
recommend it.

Once the process is complete,
the name of the honored service
member will be engraved in black
lettering on one of the granite
plaques mounted on the wall’s
cement frame.

Liz Kepner, a museum staff
member, said she thinks the wall
is great way to honor those serv-
ice members who are currently
serving this country.

“I think it’s great,” said
Kepner, a native of Desert
Center, Calif. “I think it’s fantas-
tic that people can come by and
see their names on the wall.”

Kepner said it is an honor to
recognize those who are currently
serving this country and that it
has been a joy to see the facial
expressions of the people whose
names are on the wall when they
see it for themselves.

While Kepner has no family

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Provost
Marshal’s Office has partnered
with the Morongo Unified School
District to educate fifth-graders
on the dangers of alcohol, tobac-
co and drug abuse.

Throughout the school year,
representatives from PMO’s
Physical Security and Crime
Prevention Branch are visiting 11
elementary schools as part of the
Drug Abuse Resistance Education
program, which has been running
since 1983.

“We’re here to teach about
alcohol, drug and tobacco facts
instead of the misconceptions
about those substances,” said
Dana Fisher, a PMO D.A.R.E.
officer. “We also teach them how
to be better kids and make the

right choices.
“Hopefully the kids will keep

these skills for the rest of their
lives,” added the Oakland, Calif.,
native. “Our primary goal is to
teach them a positive attitude.
Keeping a positive attitude is
half the battle.”

Before the 10-week program
begins, all the children are asked to
sign a student participation letter,
said Carey McElroy, a PMO
D.A.R.E. officer. The letter ensures
the children know what they will be
learning and what is expected of
them throughout the course.

In order to graduate, the stu-
dents must complete all their
work, have good attendance,
demonstrate good behavior, stay
free of drugs, write a D.A.R.E.
report, and pledge to make good
decisions about alcohol, tobacco
and drugs, added the Delta, Ohio,
native. Failure to complete any of

these requirements will result in a
failure of the D.A.R.E. program.

So far, PMO has visited five
MUSD elementary schools in the

Twentynine Palms area. The class-
es at all the schools graduated the
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WHEN YOU CAN JUST COME TO 1?

A sales representa ve will be present with informa on and 
applica ons. Your Health Op ons Insurance Services, Inc. is a 
licensed insurance agency that works with Medicare/MediCal 
enrollees to explain HMO op ons. We represent Health Net 
and SCAN and each is a Medicare Advantage Plan with a 
contract with Medicare. To accomodate those with special 
needs, please call 1-888-784-4242. For TTY service please use 
these health plan numbers: Health Net 1-800-929-9955; SCAN 
1-800-735-2929.

Please RSVP to Sandy Hancock 1-888-784-4242
Due to limited sea ng, reserva ons are required.

YGF120707

Tuesday, Dec. 2 & Tuesday, Dec. 9
12:30 p.m.

Yucca Valley Community Services
57090 Twentynine Palms Hwy.

Yucca Valley

Tuesday, Dec. 9
11:00 a.m.

Twenty-nine Palms Senior Center
6539 Adobe Rd.

Twenty-nine Palms

www.yourhealthop onssocal.com

• Free refreshments and giveaways

Medicare Annual Election

HOT TOPICS
TTOOYYSS  FFOORR  TTOOTTSS

MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEE  RRUUNN
The 5th annual Toys for Tots
Motorcycle Run, co-spon-
sored by Hutchins Motor
Sports and Z107-7 radio in
conjunction with the Rotary
Clubs of Yucca Valley and
Twentynine Palms, will begin
at 10 a.m. Dec. 6 at the
Hutchins Harley-Davidson
location at 55405 State Route
62 in Yucca Valley and make
its way east through the
Morongo Basin to Luckie
Park in Twentynine Palms.
The entry fee is a new,
unwrapped toy worth at least
$10 (please, no stuffed ani-
mals.) All makes and models
of motorcycles are welcome
to participate. Riders of any
type of motorcycle can regis-
ter on line at www.hutchins-
motorsports.com or sign up
at Hutchins starting a 8 a.m.
For more information contact
Alethia at Hutchins Motor
Sports, 365-6311 or Gary
Daigneault at 366-8471.

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY
EEXXHHIIBBIITTIIOONN  AATT
OOFFFFIICCEERRSS’’  CCLLUUBB

All Combat Center military,
civilian, and contractor per-
sonnel are invited to attend
the technology exhibition for
free at the Officers’ Club
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The exhibition will
demonstrate over 25 samples
of the latest technological
advances in audio & visual
integration, radio monitoring
& radiolocation, digital imag-
ing systems, disaster recovery
software, data indexing, tele-
com distribution software,
encryption software, transport
solutions, broadband net-
working and much more. The
event is hosted by G-6 and
refreshments will be provided.
For more information contact
Lacey Livingston at (301) 596-
8899, ext. 237 or preregister at
http://www.federalevents.com

DDEEEERRSS  OOFFFFIICCEE  
CCLLOOSSUURREE  FFOORR  

HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS
The DEERS Office will be
closed during the holiday sea-
son on the following dates:
Close at 12 p.m., Nov. 26 and
reopen at 12 p.m., Dec. 1,
Close at 12 p.m., Dec. 24, and
reopen at 12 p.m., Dec. 29,
Close at 12 p.m., Dec. 31, and
reopen at 12 p.m., Jan. 5.

AADDUULLTT  MMEEDDIICCAALL
CCAARREE  CCLLIINNIICC::    
PPHHAA  PPRROOCCEESSSS

To comply with DOD 6200.4
and OPNAVINST 6120.3, all
permanent party active duty
members of Headquarters
Battalion and MCCES must
schedule a Preventive Health
Assessment with the Adult
Medical Care Clinic during
their birth month. The PHA
process takes approximately 30
minutes to complete. Adult
Medical Care Clinic maintains a
database of PHAs performed
and provides reporting of
monthly compliance to unit
commanders. To schedule a
PHA, call 830-2621, email
Bradley.Wiens@med.navy.mil,
or stop by the clinic. PHAs are
not performed on Thursdays.

See D.A.R.E., A15

See WALL, A15

PMO, MUSD help keep kids off drugs

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Names of active service members are engraved on one of the gran-
ite plaques mounted on the Defenders of Freedom Wall at the
General Patton Memorial Museum in Chiriaco Summit, Calif. Oct. 29.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Armond Riley, a fifth-grade Drug Abuse Resistance Education
Program student at Oasis Elementary School in Twentynine
Palms, speaks to an audience of peers and special guests at the
D.A.R.E. graduation Nov. 20 in the school’s cafeteria.

Wall recognizes active
duty service members
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NRA opens fire at the Combat Center’s rifle range
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The National Rifle Association
hosted their 49th annual
Twentynine Palms Long Range
Regional at the Combat Center’s
Marksmanship Training Unit
from Nov. 20 to Sunday.

The matches this year were

open to not only NRA members
and service members, but also to
anyone who wished to partici-
pate, said Jack Edmonson an
NRA member and a native of
Bethany, Conn.

Edmonson added changes
have been made to the tourna-
ment itself this year.

“This year of course changes

ranging from participant eligibility
to weapons used have been insti-
tuted,” Edmonson said. “Those
not in the NRA can now compete
and we are now allowing the use
of Palma rifles for the first time.
Palma rifles are those of a .308
caliber, and are in their own class
of competition. Also the use of
bipods has been instituted.

Although their use is allowed they
have slightly smaller targets for
those using a bipod, and all
weapons must be registered with
any attachments and round sizes
before competition.”

Edmonson said paid target
pullers were available on Nov. 19
for hire so shooters could have a
day of practice at the 1,000-yard
line before the competition
began.

The next three days to follow
were filled with expert civilian
shooters and service members
sending rounds down range, said
Edmonson.

“Shooters have individual
competition and team competi-
tions to compete in,” he said.
“Shooters will be shooting long
range, rapid fire and slow fire,
ranging from The 200-yard line
shooting up to 1,000 yards.”

Experienced shooters at the
Combat Center, such as Rich
Vedvick, an NRA member from
Concrete, Wash., who has com-
peted 14 times in the competition
still comes because he says he is
an enthusiast and loves competi-
tion shooting.

“I’ve been at this competition
every year since 1994 with the
exception of 2001,” said Vedvick,
during the competition Saturday.
“I won three of the 1,000-yard
matches Thursday and Friday,
but I’m not shooting as well
today. I love coming down to
Twentynine Palms for this,

because of the blue sky and sun-
shine you get out here. It’s a great
place to shoot and the weather is
much better than where I am
coming from.”

Shooters at the competition
included regular members of the
NRA along with notably famous
former service members who
enjoy shooting as a hobby.

Retired Gunnery Sgt. R. Lee
Ermey, the host of the new
History Channel show Lock and
Load, also participated in the
events with his partner Dennis
Demille, who competes with
Ermey to make the Hornety Over
the Hill Team.

“Me and Dennis shoot togeth-
er. He’s a friend of mine and a
two-time national champion,”
Ermey said. “This is the first time
I’ve been to Twentynine Palms to
fire on the range. I’ve been here
countless times for other things,
but this is one of the nicest ranges
I have ever fired on.”

Ermey said even though it is
his first time shooting his rifle
here, he really has enjoyed his
experience at the Combat
Center’s range, which included
having a watermelon on a stick
put in place of a target for him to
shoot.

“I love to shoot just like any of
the other competitors out here,”
he said. “It’s a beautiful range and
a fun competition, with what little
wind there is right now its been a
great time for us.”

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Retired Gunnery Sgt. R. Lee Ermey loads a new magazine into his rifle during the 49th Annual
National Rifle Association’s Long Range Regional.The tournament was held at the Combat Center’s
Marksmanship Training Unit from Nov. 20 to Sunday.
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Thisholidayseason,
give themthe gift

of a tobacco-free you.

www.ucanquit2.org

Fight Club 29 takes first place at Grappling X Tournament
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Fight Club
29 closed its best month of fight-
ing since the beginning of the
year, Saturday.

The Fight Club members
began their winning streak when
they participated in the
Pankration Nationals in Santa
Ana, Calif., Nov. 9, where they
achieved the second place posi-

tion out of 12 competing teams.
The team which took first

place, Team Apex out of Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif., brought 16 fighters to com-
pete while Fight Club 29 brought
only seven. Six of the seven fight
club members earned medals; two
gold, two silver and two bronze.

Sean Fowler, owner of the
Grapplers Extreme show, said he
tries to host a circuit tournament
at least once a month.

“We started doing actual fight
competitions about six years
ago,” said Fowler. “These are
considered pre-armature tour-
naments.”

The second competition this
month, Grapplers Extreme
tournament, hosted
Saturday by Fight Lab in
Marietta, Calif., allowed the
Fight Club 29 team to crank
up the competitive spirit and
dominate the tournament as
the first place team. Every
member earned a medal –

three gold, one silver and
one bronze.

The silver medalist
in the 165-pound

class, Brian Perez,
lost the gold in a
split decision to his
fellow teammate,
James Clark, after
cruising through the
competition and
meeting in the final.

Nate Wolf, one of
the team’s gold

medalists, fought in a tournament
with the team for the first time that
day. Wolf, who claims folk wrestling
as his original fighting style, weighs
in at more than 220 pounds and
dominated every one of his oppo-
nents with powerful body strikes,
quick counter movements and solid
ground technique.

Wolf attributed his success on
the mat to the training and condi-
tioning he underwent with fellow
teammates under the supervision
of Fight Club 29 head coach,
Mark M. Geletko.

“I was a little nervous before
hand, but I think I was more anx-
ious than actually nervous,” said
Wolf about his first fight. “I did
really well by the third fight
because my nerves went away.”

Wolf added he believes after
continuing his conditioning and
training, he will be faster and
stronger by his next tournament.

Geletko said he looks forward
to honing the fighters’ skills even
further in anticipation of the next
tournament.

“I was really pleased with how

we did, especially this being the
first Pankration tournament for a
majority of our fighters,” said
Geletko, a Pittsburgh, native. “I
think our conditioning really
kicked in at the end of the fights.
That’s what gives us our edge. We
usually win in the final minutes
because we have more gas.”

Geletko said as the fight club
looks toward a month-long break,
it will offer the team an opportu-
nity to bring on more members
and train them for tournaments
beginning January 10.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Nate Wolf, a heavyweight fighter in Fight Club 29, strikes his opponent’s face with an open hand dur-
ing the Grapplers Extreme tournament hosted Saturday by Fight Lab in Marietta, Calif. Open-hand
face strikes were one of the rules enforced during the competition.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE

Omar Askew, a middle weight fighter for
Fight Club 29, unleashes a series of body
strikes to an opponent during the Grapplers
Extreme tournament hosted Saturday by
Fight Lab in Marietta, Calif.
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With its rocky desolate mountain-
ous terrain surrounding the
southern stretches of the
Nangarhar province, the Pachir
Wa Agam District, already a hor-
net’s nest of battle hardened
insurgent fighters, was the setting
of a deliberate and violent
ambush. An Afghan Border
Police Motorized Combat Patrol
with Afghan National Army
Embedded Training Team 2-5
personnel took direct and indirect
fire from a 450-man anti-coalition
militia element.

Lt. Col. Christopher Nash,
currently the operations officer
for Advisor Training Group
aboard the Combat Center, was
the officer-in-charge of ETT 2-5
while deployed in the Pachir Wa
Agam District.

On June 21, 2007, Nash and
an Afghan Border Police
Motorized Combat Patrol with
ETT 2-5 embedded personnel
were ambushed and severely out
numbered.

With Afghan forces in disarray,
Nash took control of the situation.
He immediately took cover and
engaged the enemy as the remain-
der of the combined patrol fol-
lowed his lead. Even when incred-
ibly outnumbered with only eight
U.S. personnel left in the fight,
Nash chose to stand and fight.

As the engagement pro-
gressed, Nash moved to a posi-
tion that better facilitated com-
munication and repeatedly
exposed himself to direct and
indirect fire when moving from
position to position.

Hours into the fight, Nash made
the decision to retrograde out of
the area after he was informed that
aviation fires would not be provid-
ed and the Coalition Quick
Reaction Force had been ordered
not to proceed south of the Pachir
Wa Agam District Center.

Before doing so, he directed
and assisted with the recovery of
Afghan remains. When a wound-
ed Afghan soldier was located,
Nash personally assisted the
movement of the soldier to the
vehicles while under sporadic fire.

The team proceeded to the
vicinity of Pachir Wa Agam
District where it linked up with

the Coalition Quick Reaction
Force. Shortly after arriving, Nash
received a call from the governor
of Nangarhar stating that the road
north of Pachir Wa Agam had
been cut off by a force of over 70
anti-coalition militia and that the
Quick Reaction Force would be
sent in to try to open the road.

Nash was then asked to organ-
ize a defense to hold the Pachir
Wa Agam District Center until
additional forces arrived. He also
directed a detachment of his own
team to support a vehicle recov-
ery mission from the confronta-
tion earlier.

As a direct result of his expert-
ise and initiative, the District
Center was held throughout the
night and all vehicles were recov-
ered by morning.

At a ceremony at Range 220A,
Nash was awarded a Meritorious
Service Medal for his time with
ETT 2-5 and a Bronze Star with
combat distinguishing device for
his actions in Afghanistan.

After the citation was read and
Nash received his award, he
spoke to the Marines, contractors,
role players and family members
in attendance.

“My real award was bringing
all my Marines and sailors home,”
Nash said. “Day in and day out,
with minimal to no support from
coalition forces, they would head
out into the enemy influenced
and controlled border areas with
our brothers the Afghan Border
Police and the Afghan National
Army daily and try to bring posi-
tive change in the lives of not
only the Afghan security forces
but the Afghan population.”

Nash explained how the mis-
sion is about what can be done
for the Afghans. They liked the
U.S. forces there because they
fought side-by-side and gave
hope when they had little.

Nash credits his family for get-

ting him through the deployment.
He believes that the love he has
for his family is the reason why he
and his Marines are alive today.

“Outnumbered 50 to one,
Afghan and U.S. forces refusing
to enter the valley, and no aviation
or indirect fire, I knew in all likeli-
hood we were dead men,” Nash
said. “In that moment in my life
I saw my wife and children. In
this moment of clarity, it allowed
me to see the field for what it was
and not what I wanted it to be.”

Nash not only has support and
respect from his family, but also
from his Marines. His battle test-
ed ability to maintain discipline in
the face of such adversity is a
credit to all who know him.

“When Lt. Col. Nash speaks
with Marines he speaks with
them, not to them, unless, of
course, they have done something
to deserve to be spoken to and
not with,” said Col. Eugene
Apicella, the director for Advisor
Training Group. “He has an abil-
ity to listen to others and values
their perspectives.”

Not only is Nash said to be
recognized for his ability to lead,
but also as being one of the lead-
ing experts by his peers in the
Advisor Training Group.

“He is one of the few that not
only understands the importance
of the advisor mission and how it
should be done, but he is also able

to share that knowledge and insight
with others in a format that is
understandable to junior and sen-
ior Marines,” said Lt. Col. Richard
Warmbold, the deputy director for
Advisor Training Group.

Although Nash has since
returned from Afghanistan, he

still holds close to him the experi-
ences and hardships he met on
his deployment and on that diffi-
cult day of combat.

“I take less for granted,” Nash
said. “I value every moment I have
with my wife and children and the
opportunity to serve with Marines.
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Marine demonstrates bravery
during Afghan deployment

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  HHUUGGHHEESS

Lt. Col. Christopher Nash, the operations officer for Advisor
Training Group, stands at attention in front of Col. Eugene
Apicella, the director for Advisor Training Group, as he receives a
Bronze Star with combat distinguishing device for actions in
Afghanistan in 2007 during an awards ceremony Nov. 21 on
Range 220A. Nash also received a Meritorious Service Medal.
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which rooms have timed lights
and which neighbor has a key.”

If the journey home involves
airfares and hotels, make sure to
book flights and reservations as
early as possible to save time
and money.

Flights should be booked two
to three weeks prior to departure
for best possible fares, said Jonid

Castillo, a traveler counselor with
traveler and transaction services,
Military and Government
Markets CWT-SatoTravel. The
best days to travel are Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Travellers should also get to
the airport at least one hour
before take off since most
flights will cut off checked bag-
gage 45 minutes before take
off. Checking in two hours

before departure is recom-
mended in case of long lines.

People should research ahead
of time what they can and can
not bring. The Transportation
Security Administration Web
site, http://www.tsa.com, has
many good tips on travelling.

TSA has a 3-1-1 rule, which
allows three-ounce bottles of liq-
uid or less, and one, one quart
plastic ziplock bag per customer

to carry on the plane. The
ziplock bag must be available for
screening at a checkpoint.

“To avoid extra security
screening, have all loose items
such as jewelry, keys and wallets in
a carry-on bag to process,” said
Castillo. “Be aware of weather
conditions, not only at the final
destination, but also at connect-
ing stops; therefore if possible
avoid flights that go through cities

that normally have bad weather.”
When collecting baggage, it

is important to check for miss-
ing items because you don’t
want to get home to file a claim
with the airline.

By planning properly and
traveling smartly, the holiday sea-
son can be inexpensive, timely
and safe for everybody trying to
get home to spend time with
their loved ones.

HOLIDAYS, from A3
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Where DO your local tax dollars go?
SALES TAX on normal

purchases, excluding gro-
ceries, is 7 3⁄4 percent, a

portion of which goes
back to the city where the

purchase was made.
Every time you buy $100

worth of non-grocery
items in Twentynine

Palms, the city gets $1. In
the current fiscal year,
the city of Twentynine
Palms is looking to get

$702,000 in general funds
from sales-tax revenue.

EVERY TIME you spend
a dollar anywhere in San

Bernardino County, a
half-cent of your sales tax
goes into the Measure I

fund, which is then redis-
tributed to cities, like
Twentynine Palms,

based on population.
Measure I funds are used
to pay for transportation-

relatated expenses,
including improvements

to existing road.

PROPERTY TAXES are
a major source of General
Fund revenue for Twenty-
nine Palms and help pay
to maintain city parks,
such as the newly-dedi-

cated Bucky Bucklin
Park. For every dollar you
pay in property taxes for
property it the city limits

26 cents comes back to
the city. In the current
fiscal year, this will add
$1,350,000 to the city’s
General Fund coffers.

PURCHASE GASOLINE
anywhere in the state and
a portion of the sale is a

gasoline tax, which goes to
Sacramento before it’s

redistributed back to cities
based on population. Dur-
ing the 2007-08 fiscal year,
the city received $492,775

Story and photos by

Kurt Schauppner The Desert Trail

Gift Certificates Available

362-3155
Over 10 years experience

Paul Hirsch L.M.T.
5688 Historic Plaza, 29 Palms

DON’T
DISTRESS

DE-STRESS
Magic Touch Massage TherapyMagic Touch Massage Therapy

 Buy 1 Get 1 1/2 off
 (hour or longer)  Expires 12/31/08

• Swedish Massage 
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Hot Stone Massage
• Sports Stone Massage

Now Offering Pre-Natal Massage

 Dean DeMorrow, 
 Certified 

 Gemologist/Jeweler

Shop Now 
for 

Christmas
 Minimum 10% down & 

 payments once a month

367-7185
73501 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms

Parking in the Rear • Corner of Tamarisk & Hwy 62

DeMorrow’s 
Jewelry & Repair

HOLIDAY 
HOURS

Mon. - Sat. 10-6 

Military
Discounts

for all Service 
Members

 Women’s Casual to 
 Formal Wear 

 Jewelry  �  Indian Pottery 

 Unique Gift Items

 New Age Books 

 Windchimes

 � (760) 367-2448  �
 72051 29 Palms Hwy, 29 Palms, Ca 92277

Open
Wednesday~ Friday

10 a.m to 5 p.m.
•

Saturday
10 a.m to 4 p.m.

Trinkets and Trinkets and Trinkets and 
TomesTomesTomes

D.L BOWDEN

 73487 Twentynine Palms Hwy.
 Twentynine Palms, Ca 92277

 (760) 367-1174
 dlbowden29@yahoo.com

 shop hours:
 10am to 5:30pm Mon - Fri
 9am to 1pm Saturday
 Dana Bowden, Owner

• custom & preservation framing 
• shadow boxes • frame restoration 

• murals • prints • posters • photographs 
• certificates • needle art • original art 
• lots of cool stuff framed & un-framed

PICTURE FRAME MAKER

TIRES & WHEELS

Keep our Community 
strong. Shop Local

4082-B Adobe Rd., 29 Palms, CA 92277
(760) 367-0222

 Faces Day Spa
A Holistic Health Spa

 �

Come Relax With A Couple’s Massage

~(760) 361-7546 ~
www.Faces-day-Spa.com

73554  29 Palms Hwy.,  Twentynine Palms, CA

In The Historic PlazaIn The Historic PlazaIn The Historic Plaza

5686 Historic Plaza, 29 Palms 367-74375686 Historic Plaza, 29 Palms 367-7437

COWBO YCOWBO YCOWBO Y
AT T ICAT T ICAT T IC

 �
Special Sale Prices 

Nov. 28-30

 Open 7 days a week

• Gift Baskets • Gift Baskets 
• Gift Certificates• Gift Certificates
• New Items Daily• New Items Daily

 The Flower  The Flower  The Flower 
 Garden Garden Garden

 367-1409
 5690 The Historic Plaza, 29 Palms

Hometown Furniture Hometown Furniture 
& Floors& Floors

760-367-9817760-367-9817
6308 Adobe Road • 29 Palms 

hometown29@verizon.net
at corner of Adobe & Gorgonino.

 The Desert Experience The Desert Experience
A Unique Gift ShoppeA Unique Gift Shoppe

 73491 29 Palms Hwy. 73491 29 Palms Hwy.
 Twentynine Palms Twentynine Palms

 367-1422 367-1422
Some Exclusions Apply • See Store for Details Some Exclusions Apply • See Store for Details 

The Desert Trail
Observation Post

Let Me Help Your Business Reach
The 29 Palms and 

29 Palms MCAGCC Communities

Wendy Jones
Advertising Sales

367-3577

wjones@deserttrail.comwjones@deserttrail.com



in remote areas. What has
become established will need to
be expeditionary.”

The equipment was tested in a
field tent, which was modified to
accommodate an examination
chair, a hygiene chair, a general
dentistry chair, and a specialty chair
used primarily for oral surgery.

Petty Officer 1st Class Jerry
Hughes, a 23rd Dental biomed-
ical equipment repair technician,
said approximately 30 people
from the clinic were either rotated
out to the test site, or were work-
ing there during the whole week.

Throughout the test cycle,

more than 80 patients were seen
at the site, and were given the
same quality care delivered in the
clinic, but also experienced dental
service in a field environment.

The testing of the new equip-
ment is being evaluated by Marine
Corps Systems Command and
the Air Force Medical Evaluation
Support Activity. The Combat
Center was their second test site
after the groups visited Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Air Force Lt. Col. Michael W.
Henry, the AFMESA director of
aeromedical evaluation programs,
said the tests will focus on a vari-
ety of areas, including how the
equipment works in different

environments, temperatures and
other forms of weather.

If purchased, the new
equipment will replace the
Dental Field Treatment and
Operational System, which is
currently being used Navy- and
Marine Corps-wide, said Randy
Shanhols, the Marine Corps
Systems Command test lead.

Despite the ambiguous results
of the testing, sailors at the den-
tal clinic were happy to have
received the training.

“I think the testing went really
well, and we got a lot of informa-
tion from it,” said Hughes. “Not
only did we get a chance to do
some testing that will have an
impact on Navy field dentistry,
but it was also a good opportuni-
ty for our sailors to train in a field

environment. It was a very suc-
cessful training evolution.

“It was an excellent opportuni-
ty for us and I think any one of
the sailors here would do it again if
we could,” added the Azle, Texas,
native. “We got excellent support
from Headquarters Battalion and
CLB-7 [Combat Logistics
Battalion 7], and even got logisti-
cal support from the regimental
aid station. To give credit where
credit is due, we couldn’t have
done it without those guys.”

Brockman said he thinks the
testing is beneficial to his sailors
and the field of Navy dentistry.

“The 23rd Dental Company
evaluated new field dental
equipment designed to deliver
quality service in the field to for-
ward deployed Marines and

sailors,” he said. “We also had
the opportunity to educate the
next generation of dental offi-
cers and hospital corpsmen on
field dental delivery.”

Although most of the testing
has been completed, it has yet to
be determined if the new dental
equipment will be purchased by
the Navy or the Marine Corps. If
the equipment is bought, it also
hasn’t been said when it will be
put into circulation for use.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
 Child Care, Bible Studies, Youth, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 7:00pm
 call (760)366-7420 • Office (760) 366-7422

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 11:30 am • Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
 Sunday Bible Study 10:30 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 Where Seniors Really 
 Matter

  Holy Eucharist 9:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 Wonder Valley 
 Community Church

 82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
 Office: 367-0279

 Bible studies:  9:15AM Sun., 10:00AM Wed.
 Worship:  5:30PM Sat., 10:30AM Sunday

 Pastor: Rex Shaver
 Youth Pastor: Michael Taber

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of God

 will never take you

 where the grace of

 God will not protect you . ”

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en
a 
V
is
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 H
W
Y 
62

 ★

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Navy Lt. Ben Giang, a 23rd
Dental Company dentist, works
on a patient’s teeth during the
dental field equipment test
exercise behind the Adult
Medical Care Clinic Nov. 20.
Giang was one of more than 30
personnel from 23rd Dental
who participated in the training
exercise from Nov. 17-21.
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Despite increased efforts to help
quell the number of coyote
sightings in the Combat Center’s
housing areas, the base is still
experiencing an increase in
activity, which may pose a threat
if not handled properly.

The Natural Resources and
Environmental Affairs Division
has been taking action through
their catch-and-release program
since Aug.1 by trapping coyotes
and letting them go in the Sand
Hill training area several miles
west of Camp Wilson.

“Part of the problem we have
is that we all realize this is a
problem that will never com-
pletely go away, but we can min-
imize it,” said Dr. Brian Henen,
an NREA ecologist. “We’re
never going to get rid of the
coyotes, but we can get rid of
what draws them in – it just
requires participation from
everybody on base.”

Henen, a Vista, Calif., native,
said the biggest problem is peo-
ple leaving food, water and trash
laying around where coyotes
and other wildlife can get to it
with ease.

“We’re in a constant battle
with people leaving their trash
bins open, or having loose trash
just lying around on the
ground,” he said. “It’s just a
basic hygiene problem. If we
can keep free-standing food and
water away, the coyotes aren’t
going to come around.

“There are thousands of peo-
ple on this base,” added Henen.
“If even a tenth of a percent of
people leave pet food and trash

out, it supports the coyotes. This
happens a lot out in town, too.”

Brent Husung, an NREA nat-
ural resources specialist,
addressed the coyote situation as
precarious, referring to them as
what he calls “urban wildlife.”

“Coyotes are a great example
of urban wildlife,” said Brent
Husung, an NREA natural
resources specialist. “They’re a
very opportunistic species.
Coyotes in our area are not
threatened by us anymore, so
they take to foraging for food in
our trash, eating pet food, and
seeking other nourishment not
native to their survival.

“One thing people here need
to realize is that the base was
built on their habitat, so we need
to adjust and deal with wildlife in
a delicate manner,” he added.
“One thing we want to encour-
age here is that residents need to
be aware of their actions.”

Husung referred specifically
to things such as residents con-
trolling their trash as opposed
to leaving it out overnight and
throwing it away in the morn-
ing. Coyotes will smell the trash,
wander into the housing areas
and pick through the unattend-
ed trash bags.

He also mentioned people
leaving pet food in their yards.
Although it is acceptable for
pets to eat outside, if the food is
left in the yard, coyotes will eat
it. If coyotes and other wildlife
are given the opportunity to
feed on residents’ trash, they
will become dependent on it for
survival and will continue to
roam the housing areas in
search of a free meal.

Although coyotes are not
considered a threat to humans,

if this problem persists, they
could become one, said Husung.
Some coyotes and other wildlife
carry rabies, which poses a dan-
ger to people who come in con-
tact with it.

Husung added several attacks
were reported in San Bernardino
County last year. All the attacks
were carried out by urban
wildlife.

To help spread the word and
make residents aware of this
growing problem, NREA will
be issuing a letter to Lincoln
Military Housing outlining
details on how to decrease the
surge of wildlife in the residen-
tial areas. More information can
be found at http://www.keep
mewild.org, which will give
people tips on how to protect
themselves without harming
the wildlife.

If a base resident spots a coy-
ote or other form of wildlife
skulking around, it is imperative

they call the Provost Marshal’s
Office at 830-6800, or call
NREA at 830-5719 or 830-5728

so a professional can be dis-
patched to the scene to properly
contain the animal.
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Morongo Basin’s ONLY Audiology Clinic
Over 30 Years Experience!

Diane E. Williams, 
M.S., CCC-A, FAAA

(760) 228-1381

7024 Airway Ave., Ste. D
Yucca Valley, CA

A Beauty on the Outside, A Sensation on the Inside

Introducing... “Dual”
 

A Designer Hearing Device For A New Generation

It’s Almost Invisible…

3 DAYS ONLY!
December 10th, 11th & 12th

CALL TODAY

Finally… a hearing device 
you’ll actually want to wear! 

Limited Appointments!

FREE
 FREE
FREE

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
Sunday

Roman Catholic Services
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Chapel
Faith Formation/CCD-8 a.m.
Confessions+ - 8:45 a.m.
Rosary - 9 a.m.
Catholic Mass* - 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
9:30 a.m.
Confessions+ - 4:15 p.m.
Choir Practice - 4 p.m.
Rosary - 4:30 p.m.
Catholic Mass - 5 p.m.
Protestant Services
Christ Chapel
Lay-Led Independent Baptist
Breakfast, West Wing - 8:30 a.m.
Non-Demominational Service
Worship - 9 a.m.
Children’s Church - 9 a.m.
Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group 6 p.m.
Pastor-Led Lutheran Worship
Worship-NHTP Chapel-11:15 a.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Service
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
Weekday Events
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass Mon-Fri - 11:45
a.m. (except holidays)
Monday
Christ Chapel
Praise & Worship Rehearsal-4 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Mass, Mon-Fri - 
11:45 a.m. (except holidays)
Tuesday
Christ Chapel
Christian Women’s Fellowship* -
9 a.m., (September – May)

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Children’s RCIA - 4–5:30 p.m.
Catechist Meeting - 5–8 p.m.
(Second Tuesday each month)
Baptism Class - 6–7:30 p.m.
(First Tuesday each month)
C&E Barracks Building 1666
Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. Chaplain
Hester 830-6187
Wednesday
Christ Chapel
Praise Band Rehearsal - 6 p.m.
Food/Fellowship - 6:30 p.m.
Non-Denomination Bible Study-
7 p.m.
Lay-Led Gospel Bible Study-7 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Military Council of Catholic
Women* - 9:30 a.m. Sept. – May
Youth Teen - 6 p.m.
Knights of Columbus - 7 p.m.
(1st Wednesday each month)
Thursday
“Faith Lessons” Bible Study
Building 1651, at 12 p.m. with
Chaplains Moran and Hester. For
more info call 830-6187
Immaculate Heart of Mary
RCIA-6-7:30 p.m.
Resumes Sept. 11
Friday
Christ Chapel
Gospel Rehearsal - 5 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Exposition/Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament 
12:15-4:30 p.m. (First Friday each
month)
* Indicates Child Care Provided
+Appointments can be made for
Confessions by calling 830-6456/6482
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A coyote that was trapped by Natural Resources and Environmental
Affairs in the Ocotillo Heights housing area Oct. 3 stalks around a
cage at NREA. As of Aug. 1, NREA natural resources specialists
began an initiative to track coyotes entering the Combat Center’s
residential areas foraging for food.This animal was the second to be
trapped, the first having been captured Sept. 27.

Coyotes: The bigger our footprint, the bigger the problem



AA1122 NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR 2288,,  22000088 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler
 72878 29 Palms Hwy. • Twentynine Palms

 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430
 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!!

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepara tion charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 12-2-08

 Was $20,888 
 Sale $18,888

 07 SATURN SKY

 124512

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 01 BMW 330I

 FJ70961

 Was $19,888 
 Sale $17,888

 06 NISSAN 
 ALTIMA

 446638

 Was $38,888
 Sale $26,888

 06  FORD  F250
 XLT SUPER DUTY

 ED45083

 Was $12,888
 Sale $8,888

 05 FORD FOCUS 
 2X4 SE

 224760

 Was $26,888
 Sale $24,888

 07 TOYOTA 
 FJ

 012578

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 07 MERCURY MILAN

 640753

 THANKSGIVING SELLATHON

 BUY LOCAL! BUY LOCAL! BUY LOCAL!

 Was $14,888
 Sale $12,888

 55193341

 03 FORD MUSTANG

 Was $17,888
 Sale $12,888

 04 FORD
 EXPEDITION

 B15330

 $ ➪
 ➪
 ➪

 ➪
 AVINGS  $ ➪

 ➪
 ➪

 ➪
 AVINGS  $ ➪

 ➪
 ➪

 ➪
 AVINGS

 $ ➪
 ➪
 ➪

 ➪
 AVINGS $ ➪

 ➪
 ➪

 ➪
 AVINGS $ ➪

 ➪
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 AVINGS

 Was $16,888
 Sale $12,888

 06 SUZUKI XL7

 106567

 Was $19,888
 Sale $17,888

 06 CHRYSLER 300

 237848

 Happy Happy Happy

 Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Thanksgiving

battalion’s warriors.
“It’s been an honor and true

privilege to serve you,” said
Visted. “When you deploy back
into harm’s way, you will be in
my prayers.”

After a congratulatory hand-
shake from his predecessor,
Wetterauer received the micro-
phone and was quick to thank
7th Marine Regiment com-
manding officer, Col. Randall
P. Newman, for giving him the
opportunity of leading 3/4 as

well the families of the battal-
ion for the continued support
they give the Darkside.

Before ending his remarks,
Wetterauer, who has previously
served with 3/4 as Company L’s
commanding officer, issued a
promise to the Marines and

sailors who were now under his
command.

“I will give you 100 percent
devotion and effort every single
day I have the privilege of being
your commander,” said
Wetterauer, who has three sons
with his wife Elizabeth; Martin,

Hayden, and Logan.
Once the ceremony concluded

Walsh said the battalion lost
someone who was totally dedicat-
ed to doing what was best for the
Marines and sailors of the
Darkside, but welcomed home a
very experienced leader.

DARKSIDE, from A1
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The 2008 season of the
Commanding General’s Intramural
Football League hosted its cham-
pionship game between the
Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School and the
defending champions, Headquarters
Battalion, Tuesday at Felix Field.

Headquarters defeated
MCCES a solid 36-8 in the final
game and are scheduled to go
head-to-head against other West
Coast teams in the Best of the
West Football tournament at
Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Calif., in December.

The game began with
Headquarters getting a quick score
and with a failed two-point con-
version they came to a 6-0 lead.

Following the quick score and
short offensive spurts from both
teams, both defenses looked
strong with two back-to-back
fumbles, which gave brief hope
to both sides.

To begin the second quarter,
Headquarters punched the ball in
quickly from their lucky position
from the end of the first quarter,
making the score 12 points to
MCCES’ nothing.

The second quarter wound up
being saturated with points, but
sadly for MCCES they all
belonged to Headquarters.

A blocked punt gave
Headquarters another opportunity
to take a six-point jab at MCCES,
followed by a two-point conver-
sion, making the score 20-0.

On a drive later in the quarter,
Headquarters running back Willie

Campbell smashed through the
MCCES defense for another
touchdown, giving Headquarters
a 28-0 lead.

Another touchdown and
two-point conversion gave
Headquarters their last touch-
down of the half, dwarfing
MCCES’ efforts early in the
game with a Headquarters lead,
of 36-0.

At halftime the Headquarters
team was exuberant, and their
coaches offered words of encour-
agement and caution to the team
that played a strong first half.

Head coach, Daymian Brown,
told his team to keep moving, but
not to forget the team they are
playing was the best around
besides them.

“I know we’ve all got that feel-
ing, it’s been an awesome first half,”

said Brown, who comes from
Abdington, Pa. “We’ve got to keep
pouring it on. Let’s turn the lights
off. Let’s end this game now.”

The third quarter was relatively
uneventful with the exception of a
snuffed MCCES punt close to
their end zone. Also, the
Headquarters quarterback, Charles
Jefferson threw an interception
which got returned to the
Headquarters red zone.

MCCES punched in after a
short offensive drive to get their
first score of the game, and
tacked on a two-point conversion
to make it 36-8.

The fourth quarter drew to a
close with offenses going nowhere,
and with Headquarters running
out the clock to end the game and
give themselves their third base
championship in a row.

Headquarters players were
exuberant after their victory, and
celebrated as their head coach
accepted the trophy.

“It feels good. We started
slow and people doubted us in
the beginning,” said Campbell,
a Detroit native. “We had
some down spirits, but we

fought through the adversity,
and we’re three-time champi-
ons. We’re going down to
Pendleton to bring the champi-
onship home again.”
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 Wednesday Evening

 Ballroom Dances

 Palm Springs Pavilion - (760) 323-8272 • 401 S. Pavilion 
 Way, Palm Springs, CA. 92262

 Admission Prices:  CD Night - $5/Person 
 • Fall 2008 - $7/Person • Spring 2009 - $8/Person

 Complimentary Group Dance Lessons at 6:30 p.m. 
 with purchase of a ticket

 Fall 2008

 Dec. 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dick Richards Ensemble
 Dec. 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Touch of Class
 Dec. 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CD Night with Steve & Barb
 Dec. 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No Dance - Happy Holidays!
 Dec. 31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No Dance - Happy Holidays!

 Spring 2009
 Jan. 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Milt Rasmussen Band
 Jan. 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Nutter & His Sophisticated Swing
 Jan. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Touch of Class
 Jan. 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Nutter & His Sophisticated Swing

 Palm Springs Pavilion 
  7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Headquarters smashes MCCES again

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Head coach Glenn Schott accepts the Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics School’s runner-up trophy.
Headquarters defeated MCCES 36-8 during the championship
game of the Commanding General’s Intramural Football
League Tuesday night at the Combat Center’s Felix Field.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Headquarters running back Willie Parker blasts through a hole
in the MCCES defense, gaining more yards for his already
powerful offense.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL

Dwayne McGeachy, a
Headquarters wide receiver
looks downfield for his target
on a trick play late in the
game against MCCES.
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ties to the military she is proud
to see the names of neighbors
on the wall and encourages oth-
ers to come visit the memorial
and have a named placed on it.

“I’d be proud to have one of
my kids on there,” said Kepner.

Cpl. Anthony E. Townzen, a
flight equipment technician with
Marine Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 462, Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.,
said he was excited about being
on the wall and thought it was
nice to be remembered.

Towzen, whose brother,
Lance Cpl. Nicholas J. Townzen,
is also honored on the wall, said
it’s good to know people are rec-
ognizing those who are serving
right now.

“It’s pretty cool,” said
Townzen, a native of Garden

Grove, Calif. “It’s nice knowing
that people still care.”

For more information about
the Defenders of Freedom Wall
contact the General Patton
Memorial Museum at 227-3483.

Heritage Park corridor area that is
still being designed and built.

“The park was built to enhance
the environment for all the people
who live and work on the base,”
said Lehman. “The park is more
about history and promotes inter-
action with base personnel.”

As the ceremony progressed, a
description of the base for each
decade was read as Marines
dressed in period uniforms
marched to their designated pillar
engraved with a date to show
what Marines from that era wore.

As each decade’s script was
read, Marines and sailors who
served, or are serving, aboard the
Combat Center were asked to
stand to be recognized for their
service throughout the years.

“It is wonderful to see how the
base has grown exponentially,”
said M.J. “Mac” Dube, a retired
colonel who served aboard the
Combat Center as the chief of
staff from 1985 through 1989. “I
retired 20 years ago, and it amazes
me how much the base has gone
up since then.”

The ceremony closed with
Gurganus and Lehman cutting
the ribbon, and inviting people to
enter the park for the first time.

Heritage Memorial Park con-
sists of 10 pillars that represent
each decade of the base.
Inscribed on each pillar is a sum-
mary of the history of the base
during that decade.

Three pillars were left blank to
be filled out as the years progress.

“It captures the history of the
base, yet leaves room for the
future,” said Dube, who has made
Twentynine Palms his home after
retirement. “It provides a historical
background of the base, not just
for Marines, but visitors as well.”

The pillars surround an 18-
foot granite center where visitors
can view a map of the base in
relation to California. The walk-
way is surrounded by palm trees,
and brightly colored flowers on a
slightly raised hill to help obscure
the road. The park is also offset
from the road by 45 degrees to

orient in a northern direction.
At the front of the walkway is

a fountain that has a short histo-
ry of the land during the time of
the Native Americans and the
gold rush of 1848.

As the Heritage Park corridor
area continues to grow, an open
park area with artificial grass, fire
pits, barbeques and an auditorium
will be built; along with a large
and small dog park, a roller hock-
ey rink, a skateboard park and a
children’s water park. All of the
new additions are scheduled to be
complete by the summer of 2009.
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The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, the upcoming Friday’s
paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified ads
containing items of personal
property offered by and for
individuals authorized to use
this service. Such ads must
represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained
business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000077  HHOONNDDAA  AACCCCOORRDD  EEXX..
Excellent Condition only
34,071 miles!!!! Sunroof,
automatic transmission,
alloy wheels. Asking
$17,500. (410) 279-2477.
11/28/08

22000055  HHOONNDDAA  AACCCCOORRDD  SSEE..
Moon Window Power 6
Cylinder $16,500 leave
message 367-3326.
11/28/08

TTOOYYOOTTAA  TTAACCOOMMAA  TTRRUUCCKK
BBEEDD  DDIIVVIIDDEERR.. Fits 2005-
2008 models. Excellent con-
dition. Asking $200. Contact
835-4178. 11/28/08

22000033  DDOODDGGEE  QQUUAADDCCAABB
RRAAMM  22550000 Beautiful/well
maintained. New brakes/tires
$12,200 (under blue book).
Call Don 830-5581. 11/21/08

22000066  SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO  11550000  HHDD
for sale. Lots of extras. Call
898-5549 for more details.
11/14/08

22000011  HHAARRLLEEYY  DDAAVVIIDDSSOONN
888833  XXLL.. 6,000 miles,
garage-kept, screaming
eagle exhaust, $4,500. Call
Billy Gillenwater at
(910)548-1373 or 830-7399.
11/14/08

22000033  NNIISSSSAANN  SSEENNTTRRAA
XXEE,, one owner, very
good condition, $4,500.
Call  285-4311 or 228-
1920, leave message.
10/24/08 

MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEE  VVSSTTAARR
11110000  For sale by owner.
Low miles. $6,200 Call
Alfred 362-2512
10/24/08

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK..
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, 4
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or 5th
wheel. $3,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 10/10/08

MMIISSCC..

HHAARRTTMMAANN  LLUUGGGGAAGGEE
FFOORR  SSAALLEE.. Two suitcases,
one carry-on. Tweed, $500
set. Bose 3-2-1 system,
older model, $500. Call 660-
9153 after 6 p.m. 11/28/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  KKEENNMMOORREE
WWAASSHHEERR  AANNDD  DDRRYYEERR
great condition, $200. Free
color TV. Call Chris at 362-
5293. 11/21/08

KKIITTTTEENN,, 44  MMOO.. OOLLDD
FFEEMMAALLEE  Very loving, to
indoor home. $15.
Call 362-4131. 11/14/08

PPOOMMEERRAANNIIAANN  //  PPOOOODDLLEE
PPUUPPPPYY,, Precious tiny love-
bug. Excellent health and
temperament. Uses puppy
pads. Has 2nd shot. $200.
Call 364-1133. 11/14/08

LLAARRGGEE  BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT
CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT.. Oak fin-
ish. $300. firm. Call Stephen
at 567-0400. 11/14/08

11,,000000’’SS  OOFF  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIBBLLEE
BBAASSEEBBAALLLL,, FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL,,
SSTTAARR  TTRREEKK  &&  SSTTAARR  WWAARRSS
CCAARRDDSS (Also some basket-
ball) Many dollars below
appraised value. Call Stephen
at 567-0400. 11/14/08

NNIINNEE  OOUUTTDDOOOORR  PPOOTTTTEEDD
PPLLAANNTTSS for sale. Several
varieties, $45 for all. Call
(559) 904-7326. 11/7/08

BBOOWWFFLLEEXX  EEXXTTRREEMMEE,,
Excellent Cond $800 OBO.
AT&T Blackberry Pearl good
Cond $100 OBO. Call 401-
3739. 11/7/08

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  KKEENNMMOORREE
WWHHIITTEE  EELLEECCTTRRIICC  RRAANNGGEE..
Self-cleaning, dual heating
area with ceramic smooth
top and warmer zone, with
manual, like new. $400 OBO.
Call 361-3686. 11/7/08

SSNNCCOO  EEVVEENNIINNGG  DDRREESSSS
Mess/w GySgt Chevrons 42R,
trousers 34 all accessories
included, like new worn only
twice $380 obo. Blues jacket
41R anodized buttons, 2
trousers 1 33R/30L $50 all 3.
Call 408-3505. 10/24/08

2255  CCUUBBIICC  FFOOOOTT  KKEENNMMOORREE
RREEFFRRIIGGEERRAATTOORR Excellent
condition, $400 call 368-7976.
10/17/08

BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  PPIITTCCHHBBAACCKK  AANNDD
BBAATTTTIINNGG  TTEEEE Pitchback is
$25, and Batting Tee is $10 Call
368-7976. 10/17/08

SSEEVVEENN  CCLLAASSSSIICC--SSTTYYLLEE
BBAALLLL  GGOOWWNNSS,, all black $50
for each gown, Call 368-7976.
10/17/08

3322  IINNCCHH  TTVV Two years old, still
in excellent condition $150
910-9300 10/17/08

CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR  TTAABBLLEE  WW//
DDRRAAWWEERR Please call for
details 910-9300. 10/17/08

22000044  EEPPIIPPHHOONNEE  SSGG--
MMOODDEELL  4400  SSTTRRIINNGG  BBAASSSS
GGUUIITTAARR  Volume, treble
knobs, one bridge humbuck-
er pick-up. $150 OBO. 888-
7100 or 830-5138. 10/3/08

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

HERITAGE, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, Combat Center commanding
general and Bob Lehman, chief engineer and architect with Public
Works Division, cut a ribbon to Heritage Memorial Park in an
opening ceremony Monday. The memorial park includes 10 pillars
that are inscribed with a decade of the base’s history and an 18-
foot granite center enscribed with a map of the base.

week of Nov. 17.
The supervisors for the

schools were glad to have the
D.A.R.E. program available for
their students and were apprecia-
tive of PMO reaching out and
helping the community.

“I love this program and I
think it’s great for the kids,” said
Randy Eigner, the Oasis
Elementary School principal. “I
think it belongs in every school.

“I really appreciate the offi-
cers taking time to come and do
this for us,” added the Miami
native. “The kids really took to
them. They were good with the
kids, but firm enough to disci-
pline them when they needed it.”

Eigner said the children were
taught to make the right choices,
whether they are about drugs, or
about anything else in their lives.

“If they chose to disrupt the
class, they were still making a
choice like always,” he said. “I
hope the ability they learned to
make the right choices carries with
them for the rest of their lives.”

Although D.A.R.E. is primarily
designed to teach fifth-graders, a
safety program is also offered by
PMO for kindergarten through
fourth grade students, which

helps prepare them for D.A.R.E.
Beginning in January, Fisher

and McElroy will be partnering
with six more elementary schools
in the Morongo Basin to help edu-
cate the students on the effects of
alcohol, tobacco and drugs.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN

Latasia Benavente Baker, a
fifth grade D.A.R.E. student
at Oasis Elementary School
in Twentynine Palms, Calif.,
shakes hands with Darin,
the D.A.R.E. mascot, after
Dana Fisher, a PMO
D.A.R.E. officer, presents
her with a certificate at the
program’s graduation in the
school’s cafeteria Nov. 20.

D.A.R.E., from A4

WALL, from A4
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(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing
charge” and finance charges, if any.  *^On Approved Credit.  Above Average Credit Score Required – Some Individuals May Not Qualify.

Your Ford Dealer announces

Employee Pricing PLU$.*
Our best offers
of the year.

Plus, you can count
on FORD Credit for the
financing you need.

2009 Ford Fusion S
MSRP

Employee Pricing PLU$
Your Price

$20,220
$18,390
$15,495

MSRP excludes taxes, title and license fees. Savings based on difference between Employee Pricing and SRP plus $2,000 customer
cash and $500 Ford Credit Bonus Cash, which requires Ford Credit financing (not required in Illinois). Not all buyers will qualify.
For all offers, take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 1/05/09. See dealer for qualifications and complete details.

2009 Ford Focus SE
MSRP

Employee Pricing PLU$
Your Price

$19,245
$17,351
$15,456

MSRP excludes taxes, title and license fees. Savings based on difference between Employee Pricing and MSRP plus $1,000 customer
cash and $500 Ford Credit Bonus Cash, which requires Ford Credit financing (not required in Illinois). Not all buyers will qualify. 
For all offers, take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 1/05/09. See dealer for qualifications and complete details.

2009 Ford Edge SE
MSRP

Employee Pricing PLU$
Your Price

$27,555
$25,365
$24,470

MSRP excludes taxes, title and license fees. Savings based on difference between Employee Pricing and MSRP plus $500 Ford
Credit Bonus Cash, which requires Ford Credit financing (not required in Illinois). Not all buyers will qualify. For all offers, take new
retail delivery from dealer stock by 1/05/09. See dealer for qualifications and complete details.

*Employee Pricing available at participating dealers. Not available on Escape Hybrid, Shelby GT-500,™ F-Series chassis/cutaway models, ’09 F-150. Not all buyers will qualify. Cash back varies by model. Customer cash not
available on Shelby GT, Bullitt and Harley-Davidson™ models. For all offers, take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 1/05/09. See dealer for qualifications and complete details.

1999
FORD

ESCORT SE

$3,995
#9T035B/139647

1995 PLYMOUTH
VOYAGER MINIVAN

$1,995
#9T035A/342858

2002
DODGE
DAKOTA

$6,995
#8F036C/532330

2004
CHEVY

SILVERADO

$6,995
#P1583A/228998

2003
FORD

FOCUS ZX3

$6,995
#P1604/163552

2003
FORD

ESCAPE XLT

$7,995
#P1597A/A95486

2003
VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GL

$8,995
#P1587A/195679

BARBEQUE SPECIAL

Live Music by Z 107.7

Gas Vouchers
Given Away Hourly

$500

Saturday and Sunday
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM


