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Leaving their mark

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA
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ComMBAT CORRESPONDENT

A detachment of Marines and sailors from 2nd
Battallon 7th Marine Regiment, joined forces
arines and_sailors from 3rd Assault

Singaporean Armed Forces and Japanese
Ground Self Defense Force at Camp Pendleton

Feb. 1 through 12.

Battalion, based at Marine Corps

bers of the

The units hosted the foreign forces as part of edn
Exercises Valiant Mark and Iron Fist, in order to ~erak
increase the trilateral tra|n|ng exeruses Tn ngst L
all involved 2

In order to continue the development of an
amphibious capability, the Japanese conducted
tralnlng for thelr forces, while the SAF conduct..

ampb_rblous urban n

LE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA
Marines with Weapons Platoon, Company F, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, support members of the Singaporean Armed Forces during a joint assault of a military oper-

ations in urban terrain facility at Range 25 at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Feb. 10.

World War 1l vet speaks to,
INspires Sergeant’s Course

CPL. MARGARET HUGHES

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Sergeant’s Course class
2-09 welcomed 91-year-old Louis Zamperini,
a former Olympian and World War 11 veter-
an, with a standing ovation before he spoke
Wednesday afternoon in the Sergeant’s
Course classroom.

The course’s instructors and staff choose a
Marine from each class to accept the Louis
Zamperini Leadership Award, which is given
to the sergeant who exemplifies great leader-
ship throughout the course, said Gunnery Sgt.

Melvin Coe, the chief instructor for the
Sergeant’s Course. The award for this class will
be presented to the deserving Marine Tuesday.

The award was established to honor
Zamperini because of his leadership qualities
and perseverance to fight through continuous
hardships, according to Coe.

“He gives the example of leadership and
strength,” Coe said. “He is proof that regard-
less of the situation at the time, you can pull
through almost anything.”

Zamperini’s life is an inspiring story of

See VET, A5

CPL. MARGARET HUGHES

Louis Zamperini, a former Olympian and World War Il veteran, talks to the Combat
Center's Sergeant’s Course class 2-09 Wednesday in the Sergeant’s Course class-
room. His life is an inspiring story of persistence and overcoming odds while being held
in a prisoner of war camp for a large part of the war.

OEF vets commended for being
‘Ready for all, yielding to none’

LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

Five Marines and sailors
from 2nd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment,
received Bronze Star
Medals in recognition of
their heroic actions during
their recent deployment
to Afghanistan in support
of Operation Enduring
Freedom in a ceremony at
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray
Field, Feb. 12.

The five Marines and
sailors who received the
Bronze Star Medals were:

Maj. Urbano Cruz, the
commander of Weapons
Company, and a Lake
Worth, Fla., native.

1st Lt. Jon Wilkins, the
executive  officer  of
Weapons Company, and a
Torrance, Calif., native.

1st Lt. Charley R.
Massey, a platoon com-
mander with Combined
Anti-Armor Team 2, and
a Richland, Mich., native.

Navy Lt. Robert
Benowicz, the medical
personnel officer-in-

charge for Company E,
and a Portland, Ore.,,
native.

Petty Officer 1st Class
Wil Morales, a hospital
corpsman with Company

F, and a Brooklyn, N.Y., Distinguishing Devices
native. with their Bronze Star

Massey and Morales
both received a Combat

See STARS, A7

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON
1st Lt. Jon Wilkins, the executive officer of Weapons

Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, stands
proudly after receiving his Bronze Star Medal at a cer-
emony at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Feb. 12.

Mérins grébple with
Singaporean soldiers -See A3

217 receives new head ‘War Dog’
See A6
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Identity theft proclamation

COL. ROBERT J. ABBLITT
CHIEF OF STAFF

Identity theft is a serious crime, one that impacts people from all walks of life and
in our community; and MCAGCC Twentynine Palms is committed to fighting
identity theft by collaborating with local residents and other organizations to edu-
cate our service members, their families and the general public about this issue.

The United States Marine Corps has a proud history of actively supporting the
education of its service members in the prevention of all crime; and Naval
Criminal Investigative Service and the MCCS wish to educate all service mem-
bers, their families and the general public about how to avoid identity theft by
deterring, detecting and defending against it. MCAGCC Twentynine Palms rec-
ognizes that ongoing education and preparation for safe communities is neces-
sary for a peaceful quality of life, February 25 will be a day to focus on: Protect
Your Identity aboard MCAGCC Twentynine Palms.

Personnel and their families are encouraged to participate in our efforts to pre-
vent identity theft, thereby strengthening our Marine Corps community.

DoD attacks smokeless tobacco usage

FALLS CHURCH, Va—In a month-long initiative to promote the Great American Spit
Out and Through With Chew Week, the U.S. Department of Defense and TRICARE are
deploying all the weapons in their arsenals. The target of the attack is the smokeless, but far
from harmless, spit or chewing tobacco, often simply referred to as “dip.”

The operation will kick off at the DoD tobacco cessation Web site, http://www.ucan-
quit2.org, the online headquarters of the multi-year campaign, “Quit Tobacco—Make
Everyone Proud.”

The Web site offers an innovative array of high-tech mechanisms and interactive tools to
help service members follow through with their plans to quit. In the newly launched My
QuitSpace, registered users can create a blog, either public or private, to document their jour-
ney and share their experiences. They may also download a customizable quit plan and quit
calendar, adding personalized information, goals, tips and dates.

Many service members trying to quit tobacco have questions. The Web site has respond-
ed to this need by introducing an Ask the Expert feature. Captain Larry N. Williams, US.
Navy Tobacco Clinical Cessation Champion, will be the guest expert throughout the month
of February. He will answer questions from smokeless tobacco users and those who support
their intention to quit, including health promotion and health care professionals on military
installations.

Service members and others are encouraged to visit the Web site and submit questions
about smokeless tobacco usage, health risks, quit strategies and more. The Web site will post
Dr. Williams’ responses on a daily basis.

The multifaceted resources at the award-winning Web site are designed to arm service
men and women with the tools they need to win the battle against tobacco. It also allows serv-
ice members to get support from family and friends to quit, no matter where they live, as well
as professional counseling. Through Live Chat, a unique online service, users get immediate
real-time help from trained tobacco Cessation Coaches from 8:30 am. to 10 pm. EST.

Visitors can also take part in the discussion boards, read a new online article debunking
the myths surrounding smokeless tobacco, and play games, such as Texas Hold 'em, which
deals out informative and motivational messages with the cards.

For more information, visit http://www.ucanquit2.org.
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American Profile Hometown Content

ACROSS

1. Sudden outburst

6. Garden hose crimp

10. Middle of a triple
jump

14. Liver, but
notonions

15. Shaving gel
additive

16. Russia’s
__Mountains

17. Place to store
crops

19. “You betcha”

20. Fighting words

21. Biblical shout of
praise

23. Really hard on the
eyes

25. Dirty dishes locale

26. Traveler’s bag

30. Tech caller

32.Cry out loud

35. Decathlon unit

36. Treat served with
tea

37. Norton, to
Kramden

38. Straight up, at the
bar

Combat Center Spotlight

Name: Lance Cpl.
Ricky John Holt
Hometown: Salt Lake,
Utah

Job Title:
Videographer
Organization: Combat
Camera

Job Duties:
Documenting the train-
ing that occurs at the
Combat Center

What Do You Like
Best About Your Job:
When | am able to grab
great footage and see-
ing the different things
that occur on base.
Significant
Achievements: I'm
proud of supporting TTECG with video support for their
training.

Hobbies: Poker, mechanics, and sports

Military Service: Almost two years in the Marine Corps

Time at the Combat Center: Almost a year

OBSERVATION PoOST

Commanding General

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus

Public Affairs Officer Jennie E. Haskamp
Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Sergio Jimenez
Press Chief/Editor Lance Cpl. Corey A. Blodgett
Layout, Design Leslie Shaw

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishin?, a pri-
vate firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or
the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract
with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commer-
cial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members
of the military services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States
government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The
appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-
Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political
affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless oth-
erwise indicated are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be direct-
ed to the Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during nor-
mal working hours at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

Hot Topics

NEW GYM HOURS
The East and West Gym/Fitness
Centers new hours of operation will
be 4:30 am. — 10 p.m., seven days a
week.

ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
An Ash Wednesday service will be
held in the Protestant Chapel
Wednesday from 11:30 am. - 1:00
p.m.

SAN BERNARDINO
COUNTY VETERANS
AFFAIRS OPENS NEW
OFFICE
Starting today, San Bernardino
County Department of Veterans
Affairs will have a part-time office in
Room 82 of The Village Center at the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center Twentynine Palms. The office
will be open every Thursday from
9:00 am. - 3:00 p.m. Certified veteran
services representative can help veter-
ans and their dependents with VA
claims, case management services and
applications for monetary and health
care benefits. Additional part-time
offices located in the Morongo Basin
include:
Yucca Valley Office
56357 Pima Trail
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
(760) 228-5234

Open Tuesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m.

Twentynine Palms Office
73629 Sun Valley Drive
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277
(760) 361-4636
Open Wednesdays from 9:00 am. to

3:00 p.m.

This Day In

Marine Corps History

Feb. 20, 1815

Capt. Archibald Henderson
leads Marines in the
Constitution’s victory over
Cyane and Levant

39. Make smooth, in
away

40. Von Braun’s org.

41. Comics bark

42.\Wearing a puss

43.“It slices, it __..”

44, Columbo et al.:
Abbr.

45, Cookery’s
Rombauer

46. One of wine's
Gallo brothers

47. Clobber with
snowballs

49, Auto parts giant

51. Auto safety item

54. Seventeen-year
bugs

59. Skip over

60. Place to make
deposits

62. Baskin-Robbins
buy

63. Be gaga over

64. Paint finish

65. WHO and NOW,
for two: Abbr.

66. Got a gander of

67. Put to shame

DOWN

1. Really ticked

2. “I”or“me”: Abbr.

3. Bug-eyed

4. Brit’s “later!”

5. Forma hard
coating on

6. Superman, at birth

7. Green around the

gills

Father of Ham

. Lamp fuel

10. Lazy girl?

11. Selling point for a
full-size auto,
perhaps

12. Bring home

13. “Nolocontendere,”

©

e.g.

18. Small advantage

22. Knightly address

24. Cancun’s peninsula

26. Open to bribery

27. Fend off

28. Auto suspension
part

29. Negative stat for
aQB

31. Play Station maker

33. Caravan stop overs

01/11/09

34. Great time,
slangily

36. Inner city eye
sore

39. Like a laptop

40. “Delta of Venus”
author

42. Tidy sum

43. Pre-euro Greek
currency

46. Grander than
grand

48. _ Park, Colo.

50. In need of
Clearasil

51. Chanel of fashion

52. “Omniavincit _ "

53. “lliad” locale

55. Common rhyme
scheme

56. Flash drive filler

57. Aardvark’s meal

58.  -Ball (arcade
game)

61. Many a Monopoly
property: Abbr.

[puzzle Solutions on A6]
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Centerspeak
What did you do over President’s

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION PosT, the Marine

Day weekend?

Corps or Department of Defense.

L& ] hung out with
other Marines in
my class and watched

movies.”
PVT. ISAAC CARMICHAEL
Srupent, Bravo Co., MCCES
r | L& literally did
— nothing, |
N -y - stayed home in Joshua
: P Tree with my wife.”
Yy ——

SEAMAN APPRENTICE
JOSHUA HUDSON

Corrsman, Bravo Co., 3rp LAR BATTALION

CPL. AARON BROWN

FRENCH HORN PLAYER, COMBAT CENTER
BAND, HEADQUARTERS BATTALION

Lt | picked up a
friend from

) the airport and did

laundry.”
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War Dogs get down and dirty with Singaporean allies

LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J.
NOLA

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors from
Companies G and F, 2nd
Battalion, 7th  Marine
Regiment, showed off their
combat fitness skills to mem-
bers of the Singaporean
Armed Forces at Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif., Feb. 4.

The demonstration was
part of Exercise Valiant
Mark, an annual exchange
exercise conducted between
the Marine Corps and the
SAF, which included Marines
and sailors from Company C,
3rd  Assault  Amphibian
Battalion, stationed at Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

As part of the training, the
warfighters from 2/7 and the
SAF participated in the
Marine Corps Martial Arts
Program, grappling bouts
and ran through an obstacle
course, all in the name of

friendly competition and
team building.

“1 think it was a very-well
rounded practical applica-
tion,” said Staff Sgt. Carlos J.
Hernandez, the 2nd platoon
sergeant of Company G.

“Not just of MCMAP, but of
combat fitness in general.”
In addition to combat fit-

&

] . |
{ §
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LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA
Lance Cpl. Michael K. Fowler, a rifleman with 2nd

Platoon, Company G, 2/7 and a soldier from the
Singaporean Armed Forces congratulate each other on
a good race after the two competed to see who could
maneuver the obstacle course in less time while train-
ing together at Camp Pendleton Feb. 4.

LANCE CPL. Z-ACI-|ARY J. NOLA
Marines with 2nd Platoon, Company G, 2/7, help soldiers

with the Singaporean Armed Forces practice buddy
crunches while training at Camp Pendleton Feb. 4.

-

Exercise
Your Options

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate hased on overall creditworthiness of barrower, not all barrowers will qualify. Subject to credit approval.
Rates and terms subject to change without notice. 2.50% APR available for 36-month term on vehicles model years 2008 or newer. Discounted rate | _.
available on vehicles defined by the U.S. EPA as SmartWay or SmartWay Elite only. Requires free e-statements and automatic payment transfer. Fedsﬂvc‘f;wa‘

Sample payment: $28.87 per $1,000.00 @ 2.50% for 36 months. Offer ends April 30, 2009.

ness, the demonstration
allowed members of both
services to learn valuable for-
eign customs and courtesies,
and eliminate any sense of
uneasiness they may have had
prior to dealing with foreign
nationals, which may have
been harbored by the service
members of both forces, he
said.

Because of the gains that
can be made by all participat-
ing nations, there definitely
has to be more bilateral train-
ing with foreign nationals
both in the United States and
abroad said the Los Angeles
native.

“Building relations with
foreign nations is a force
multiplier,” said Hernandez.

After the activities con-
cluded, Tan Guowen, a rifle-
man with the SAF, said he
was very impressed with
MCMAP.

“It was very interesting,”
said Guowen. “It’s some-
thing new to us.”

Guowen said the SAF
have their own martial arts
program but it is more
focused on defensive tactics,
while MCMAP incorporates
defensive and offensive
strategies, which is something
he would like to see more of
in the SAF program.

Guowen was also
impressed with the Corps’
obstacle course, because
while it was shorter than the
SAF course, it tested agility as
well as muscle, cardiovascular
and core strength, all of
which are essential in com-
bat.

He also said, like
Hernandez, he would like to
see more training exercises
between the two nations in
an effort to build rapport
between the two forces.

The feeling of importance
of the bilateral training was
also shared by other Marines
participating in the day’s
events.

“It was a good experience
to work  with the

If your new or used vehicle qualifies as

a "Smart Way” or “Smart Way Elite” car
(a car termed “eco-friendly” by the EPA)

you'll enjoy a 1% APR* discount off our
already low rates.

Check with us to see if your car qualifies or
log on to www.epa.gov/greenvehicles.

Offer good through April 30, 2009

Auto Loans as low as

2.50%
_ T PACIFIC MARINE

YOU CAN JOIN

800-736-4500 » www.pmcu.com

Not yet a PMCU member? No problem. You can join!
Stop into nearest branch and sign up today.

Membership is open to everyone in San Diego,
Riverside, and San Bernardino Counti

Sgt. Carlos J. Hernandez, the platoon sergeant of 2nd Platoon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, watches as members of the
Singaporean Armed Forces maneuver the obstacle course at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Feb. 4.

Cpl. Edward Corona, a machine gunner with Weapons Platoon, Company F, 2/7,
grapples with a member of the Singaporean Armed Forces during a demonstration of
the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program hosted by the Marines and sailors of 2/7 at

Camp Pendleton Feb. 4.

Singaporeans,” said Lance
Cpl. Noel Huerta, a mortar-
man with Weapons Platoon,
Company F.

In addition to providing
the warriors of 2/7 with a
break from the desert atmos-
phere, the training built a
solid friendship between
everyone involved and there-
fore should be continued,
said the North Las Vegas,
Nev,, native.

Marines and the SAF are
slated to renew their friend-
ship in mid-2009 when a sec-
ond version of Valiant Mark
is conducted in Singapore.

ATTNVETS!!

ODOWN/OCLOSING COSTS
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NEWLY CONSTRUCTED TURNKEY HOME

e Large covered porch & patio
 Fully landscaped front yard
« Privately fenced back yard

* Ceiling fansin all rooms

 Finished garage: Storage galore
* Washer/dryer, auto. Garage door
e Stainless Steel: Cabinet depth frig.,

stove/dishwasher/microwave

e Lg. great room w/beautiful fireplace
* All bedrooms have walk-in closets
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NCIS pulling plug
on identity theft

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

As technology has become more
advanced and identity theft protec-
tion becomes more sophisticated,
stealing someone’s personally identi-
fiable information has become a

challenge.

However, the thieves are still out
there coming up with new ways to
burgle PIl and use someone else’s
identity for their own personal gain.

In response to this ever present
threat, the Naval Criminal Investigative
Service's Criminal Reduction Program
is shifting its focus to identity theft
awareness to help protect active duty
service members, Department of the
Navy employees and their families.

“Identity theft is one of

fastest growing crimes in our coun-
said Special Agent Carrie
Nelson, the NCIS Crime Reduction
Program coordinator, in a Feb. 10
article from NCIS public affairs in
Wiashington, D.C. “The campaign is
designed to highlight the protective
actions individuals can take to safe-
guard themselves from becoming a

try,”

victim.”

To help combat the problem,

their families.

“In the military, you live in tight
quarters,” Proev said. “Marines live
on ships and in the barracks, making
it easier to lose your personal infor-
mation. It's important to keep that

stuff safeguarded.”

identity, he added.
the

secure place.

NCIS has team up with the Federal
Trade Commission to “deter, detect,
and defend” against identity theft. At
the Combat Center, Special Agent
Kris Proev, an NCIS investigator, is
leading the campaign to help raise
awareness for base personnel and

Following the three steps provid-
ed by the FTC — deter, detect and
defend — will help people keep their
P11 secure, which is the best way to
prevent thieves from stealing your

According to the FTC, deterring
identity theft means to take active
steps toward safeguarding PII. This
means shredding personal financial
documents before throwing them
out, protecting social security and
personal identification numbers, and
keeping personal information in a

Other ways to deter identity theft

DETER

them.

¢ Shred financial documents and paperwork
with personal information before you discard

» Protect your Social Security number. Give it
out only if absolutely necessary or ask to use
another identifier.

e Don't give out personal information on the

phone, through the mail, or over the Internet

unless you know who you are dealing with.

* Never click on links sent in unso-

licited e-mails. Use firewalls, anti-

spyware and anti-virus software to
protect your home computer; keep

them up to date. Visit

more information.

http://www.onguardonline.gov for

e Don't use an obvious password like your birth
date, your mother’s maiden name, or the last
four digits of your Social Security humber.

DETECT

tion:

ments

make
Inspect:

Be alert for signs that require immediate atten-

« Bills that do not arrive as expected
» Unexpected credit cards or account state-

e Denials of credit for no apparent reason
e Calls or letters about purchases you did not

e Your credit report. Credit reports contain infor-
mation about you, including what accounts you
have and your bill paying history.

* The law requires the major

nationwide consumer reporting com-

panies — Equifax, Experian and
TransUnion — to give you a free copy
of your credit report each year if you

ask for it.

* Visit https://www.annualcredit

report.com or call 877-322-8228, a

service created by these three com-
panies, to order your free credit reports each year.

e Your financial statements. Review financial
accounts and billing statements regularly, looking

for charges you did not make.

DEFEND

ments.

See ID THEFT, A6

e Place a “Fraud Alert” on your credit reports
and review the reports carefully.

e Close any accounts that have been tam-
pered with or established fraudulently.

e Call the security or fraud departments of
each company where an account was opened
or changed without your approval. Follow up
in writing with copies of supporting docu-

* Use your ID Theft Affadavit at
http://www.ftc.gov/idtheft to support your writ-
ten statement.

* Ask for verification that the disputed

account has been closed and the
fraudulent debts discharged.

* Keep copies of documents
and records of your conversa-
tions about the theft.

» File a report with law enforce-
ment officials to help you with creditors who
may want proof of the crime.

* Report the theft to the Federal Trade
Commission. Your report helps law enforce-
ment law enforcement officials across the

country in their investigations.

* Online: http://www.ftc.gov/idtheft
* By phone: 877-438-4338, or 866-653-4261

Earn a degree no matter what your schedule

CPL. MARGARET HUGHES

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

Earning a college degree is
often put on the back burner
for active duty service mem-
bers and their families.
Between deployments,
field operations or a full-time
job to make ends meet, many

families only see the cut and
dry schedule of a fall and
spring college semester as
their only option.

The Combat Center’s
Education Office, along with
several colleges aboard base,
provide more than the cook-
ie cutter option for earning a
college degree, they make

Spirit and Truth

Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor
Service Times:

(760) 361-2450
4751 Adobe Rd.
29 Palms, Ca. 92277

Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

Worship Center

available a multitude of dif-
ferent courses with an
assortment of timelines.

Some colleges  offer
monthly courses, five-week
accelerated courses and cor-
respondence courses, said
Noudam Khamphouy, an
education technician for the
Education Office.

“A correspondence
course is similar to an MCI
[Marine Corps Institute cor-
respondence course],”
Khamphouy said. “The

course and information will
be mailed to you, and many
colleges that offer them
allow up to a year to be
turned in.”

National University, a
regionally accredited college
for undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees, is structured on
a one course per month for-
mat with year-round registra-
tion. The university offers
many classes on base as well
as online.

Those who are in a hurry
to finish their degree and
have only 16 months left on
active duty can utilize their
tuition assistance to get out
with an associate degree, said
Gretchen Peshoff, an admis-
sions advisor for National
University.

To remain as a student
with the university, only

one class per year is
required, Peshoff said. So
if the student chooses to
take classes for three
months and wants to stop
for two, they are still
enrolled with the school.

Also, up to four classes
per month can be doubled
up. So if they can maintain
the work load, theoretically,
someone could earn their
associate degree in one year,
she added.

Copper Mountain College,
alocal and regionally accredit-
ed school, offers five-week
accelerated courses and also
offers regular semester cours-
es during the day on base.

The day courses are
geared to fit the schedule
of the military spouse, said
Jim Arneson, the associate
dean for CMC base pro-
grams.

CMC also offers a six-week
emergency medical technician
course, which has two classes
scheduled this year, said
Arneson. The course is very
in depth and prepares the stu-
dents to take a National

Registry of  Emergency
Medical Technicians exam for
certification.

For more information

about class schedules or
options, call the Education
Office at 830-6881.

T 57373 Joshua Lane
T'_\t Yucca Valley, CA 92284
; (760) 365-0769

www.JoshuaSprings.org
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Christian Center Church

: Evangelical Free Church
Bill Wﬂomt Senior Pastor Marcus McDaniel, Youth Pastor
Sundays: Sunday School 9:00 AM
Worship 10:00 AM
Nursery and Chidren's Church Available
Wednesday: Adult Bible Study 6:30-8:00 PM
AWANA (during school year) 6:15-8:00 PM
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+ Sunday Moming Worship - 11:30 A.M.
+ Wednesday Night Church in Action -7 PM.
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Jr High Wednesday 6:30-8:00 PM
High School Sunday 6:30-8:30 PM
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+ Friday Night Intercessory Prayer - 7 PM.

Don't Just Be...
760.361.6510

5898 Adobe Rd. Twentynine Palms, CA
www.gfccc.org
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7475 Sunny Vista Rd., JoshuaTree
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29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIST
72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)
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Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
Sunday Evening Worship ~ 5:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study ~ 6:00PM

367-9400 FREE CHURCH RIDES

Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
The United Methodist Church
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Worship 10:30 AM (Child Care Available)
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READY FOR A CHANGE?
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CHURCH: 365-2548 Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590 A Friendly and Loving Congregation! Website: JHOPCC.ORG
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VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!
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R N
* >
S 2
3 T
Pioneer Town ©@

Wonder Valley

Community Church
82575 Amboy Road (at Kuhns Road)
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Youth Pastor: Michael Taber
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Victim’s Advocacy Program looking for volunteers

LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Marine Corps Community
Services Counseling Services
Victim Advocacy Program is
looking for people willing to
volunteer a few days out of
the month to help with
domestic violence cases that
arise throughout the base.
Domestic violence is not
consistent with the Marine
Corps Core Values, said Peter
Morris, the Family Advocacy
Program manager. It counters
everything a Marine has been
taught. This program, which is

a branch off the Family
Advocacy Program, was
developed to help put an end
to violence in the homes of its
service members.

Volunteers will go through
40 hours of instruction that
will teach them how to
respond to a case of domestic
violence and the course of
action to take when dealing
with a victim and an offender.

Participants will be taught
how to handle different sce-
narios such as sexual assault,
child abuse and domestic vio-
lence. The volunteer will be
able to acquire the hours need-
ed at their own time and pace.

It is a very gratifying to
work with the families and to
help them change things for
the better, Morris said. “In the
long run, this job can be very
rewarding.”

\olunteers will work most-
ly at home, and have the
opportunity to choose which
days they want to work. They
will be given a business cell
phone so the Provost
Marshal’s Office can contact
them when responding to a
domestic violence case. The
volunteer is responsible for
taking notes on the case and
possibly travel to the crime
scene or the emergency room

to assist the victim.

“They will have to take
down all the necessary infor-
mation and if the victim needs
help, go assist them with what
they need,” said Michelle
Shotwell, the lead victim advo-
cate. “When responding to a
case, we bring contact infor-
mation the victim might need
and we tell them how to keep
themselves safe.”

Workers will do this by pro-
viding the victim with contact
numbers to PMO, abuse hot-
lines, the local sheriffs depart-
ment and addresses to local
abuse shelters.

“I tell them to get copies

of all important documents
like insurance documents, dri-
ver's license, passports and
anything else they may need,”
said Morris, a Yucca Valley,
Calif,, native. “These docu-
ments need to be accessible
to them only. That way if they
need to flee, they have what
they may need.”

The Victim Advocacy
Program will also speak to the
suspected abusers command
on behalf of the victim.

“We give them [the com-
mand] someone they can work
with that will assist the victim,”
Morris said. “The command
has other competing tasks like

preparing their Marines for
war, SO sometimes it is hard to
give a lot of time to the abused
spouse. We will help the com-
mand by working directly with
them and the victim.”

A victim's advocate will also
support and inform victims of
what is going on with their
case. They will go with them to
court or doctor’s appointments
all while empowering them and
showing them they can live
their lives without abuse,
Shotwell said.

For more information or to
volunteer with the Victim
Advocacy Program, contact
Shotwell at 830-4314.

VET, from Al

persistence and overcoming
the odds. He shared a brief
synopsis of his story with the
Marines proving what a man
can endure and overcome.

After qualifying, at age 19,
for the 1936 Summer
Olympics in Berlin, Zamperini
finished eighth in the 5,000
meter run, but finished his last
lap in under a minute. His per-
formance in the last lap caught
the attention of Adolf Hitler,
who insisted on a personal
meeting.

Zamperini dedicated the
following four years of his
life to train for the 1940
Summer Olympics, originally
scheduled in Tokyo.

With the outbreak of
World War 11, the Olympics
were canceled and Zamperini
was commissioned as a sec-
ond lieutenant in the United
States Army Air Forces, the
precursor to the United
States Air Force.

“Everyone wanted to get
in the war and end it as soon
as possible,” Zamperini told
the class.

Zamperini was deployed

to Hawaii as a B-24 Liberator
bombardier. On May 27,
1943, he and his crew went
on a search and rescue mis-
sion, when both of the
plane’s left engines went out
causing it to crash into the
sea below. With only three
survivors, including him, they
were stranded on a life raft in
the middle of the sea.

After 27 days on the raft,
the men spotted an aircraft,
they were filled with hope
they would be saved. The air-
craft came in low and opened
fire -- it was Japanese.

“The attack lasted for about
30 minutes,” Zamperini said.
“There were holes all through
the raft, but in some amaze-
ment, not one bullet hit us.”

The plane left after the
men pretended to be dead in
the water.

On the 46th day at sea,
land was spotted, but only two
men remained, Zamperini
and pilot Russ Phillips. The
next day they made it to the
Marshall Islands, only to be
captured by the Japanese.

Within 48 hours of being
captured, Zamperini and
Phillips were taken to

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

Sunday

Immaculate Heart
of Mary Chapel
Roman Catholic
Services

8 a.m. Faith
Formation /CCD
Sept. - May building
1551

9:30 a.m. Children’s

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass (except holidays)

Monday

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Mon-Fri 11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass (except holidays)

8:45 am. Tuesday

Confessions+ Christ Chapel

9am. Rosary 9 a.m. Christian Women'’s
R}I?;(S)si.m. Catholic Fellowship* Sept. to May

Evening service at 7 p.m. -

Weekday Events

Kwajalein, also known as
Execution Island.

“I would have rather been
left on the raft,” Zamperini
said. “At least we had the

open air, and the small ration
of water did us better than
the water they were giving us.
The water would run right
through us.”

After 43 days in captivity

CPL. MARGARET HUGHES
“The attack lasted for about
30 minutes. There were
holes all through the raft, but
in some amazement, not
one bullet hit us,” said 91-
year-old Louis Zamperini, a
former Olympian and World
War Il veteran.

with minimal food and water,
and treated as a guinea pig for
Japanese experiments, the two
men were transferred to a pris-
oner of war camp in Japan,
Zamperini said. He was sepa-
rated from Phillips and sent to
Tokyo Prisoner of War Camp
Omori. There he met the man
who would haunt his dreams,
Sgt. Matsuhiro Watanabe, or
as they referred to him, “The
Bird.”

“We had terrible names
for all the other guards, but
we were scared to give him a
name like the others because
we didn't want to know what
he would do to us if he found
out,” Zamperini said.

In 1944, the Japanese
exploited Zamperini’s
Olympian status. After an
initial radio broadcast prov-
ing he was alive, he refused
to read a second broadcast
for the Japanese filled with
propaganda, so they threat-
ened to send him to a labor
camp called Naoestsu.

“| thought there is no way
I could read this and any
place would be better as long
as | was away from The
Bird,” Zamperini said.

When Zamperini arrived
at the new camp, everyone
was standing at attention
when out stepped The Bird.

“I knew they transferred
him there to get even with
me for refusing to do the
broadcast,” Zamperini said.

While Zamperini was at
Naoestsu, The Bird continued
to torture him. Zamperini
recalled when a sickly goat
was at the camp and The Bird
directed him to take care of it
— if the goat died, he would
die. The goat died. Instead of
The Bird killing Zamperini, he
made the 60-pound man hold
a two-by-four piece of wood
above his head. The Bird was
hanging out with the other
guards while he stood there in
silent pain. The Bird, fed up,
punched Zamperini in the gut
and he collapsed as the wood
fell on top of him. He had
held the wood over his head
for more than 30 minutes.

Zamperini was under
the torture of The Bird
until  September 1945,
when the Japanese govern-
ment signed the Japanese
Instrument of Surrender
to officially end the war.

Upon his return to the
states, Zamperini attempted
to rebuild his life. He mar-
ried and had a daughter, but
he could not forget his past.
He turned to drinking and his
marriage fell apart.

On the brink of a divorce,
Zamperini found religion
and used it to help himself
heal with the help of his
wife. He gave up drinking
and no longer had night-
mares about The Bird.

Since then, he has traveled
back to Japan and visited the

prison guards who tortured
him and forgave them. He
also started youth programs
for problem children in bro-
ken families. He continues to
work with youth to this day
and shares his amazing story
to anyone who will listen.

Zamperini’s story resonat-
ed through every Marine in
the classroom. It provided a
lesson in perseverance — to
never give up under any cir-
cumstances.

“Being a combat veteran
myself, hearing what he went
through and knowing that
people can overcome some-
thing like that is so inspiring,”
said Sgt. Steve Regentz Jr., a
Sergeant’s Course class 2-09
student.

After speaking to the
Marines, Zamperini speci-
fied how important it is for
the Marines to be prepared
for anything.

“I have seen the grueling
conditioning the Marines go
through, but they must always
remain prepared,” he said.
“Leadership is so important.
In business you can make
mistakes, but in the military
you cannot afford to make
mistakes.”

The recipient of the Louis
Zamperini Leadership Award
will also receive a copy of
“Devil at My Heels”
Zamperini’s book about his
journey for survival and for-
giveness.
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‘War Dogs’ say gooc

LANCE CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Lt. Col. Richard D. Hall
relinquished command of
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, to Lt. Col. John
M. Reed in a change of
command ceremony at
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray
Field Feb. 13.

Hall, a Mankato, Minn.,
native, will move on to
attend the Naval War
College in Newport, R.l. He
has also been selected to be
promoted to colonel.

“I'm glad he is getting
promoted to colonel,” said
Sgt. Maj. Matthew Brookshire,
the battalion sergeant
major. “It was an honor to
serve with him and | hope |
get the opportunity to serve
with him again. | could not
have asked for a better com-
manding officer.”

Once the ceremony was
over, Hall spoke to every-
one who attended ceremo-
ny. He began by thanking
the audience, which includ-
ed the commanding general
and the base sergeant
major, the key volunteers
and the Tactical Training
Exercise Control Group for
preparing his battalion for
their continuous deploy-
ments.

He also thanked his fami-
ly, Amy, his wife and 10 chil-
dren who supported him

throughout his time and
deployments in the Marine
Corps.

“Thank you for keeping
the home fires burning,” Hall
said to his wife. “Words can-
not express what my wife has
done to keep the wives of
this battalion going while we
were deployed.”

Hall also thanked the
Marines and sailors of his
battalion and their constant
support and hard work that
kept the battalion rolling
toward success.

“Take a step back and look
at the enormity of what you
all have accomplished,” Hall
said during his speech.
“Reflect on all you have done.
I amin awe.”

Then turning to the rest of
the crowd, Hall spoke about
his Marines and sailors, say-
ing he was extremely proud
to have had the opportunity
to fight beside them.

“1 will fight beside these
Marines and sailors any time
and any place,” Hall said.
“And the results will be the
same: We will win, they will
lose. The respect | have for
these men is to the highest
honor because they have the
highest character. It was a
privilege to stand under
these colors and serve with
all of you.”

After his speech, Hall
gave Reed an opportunity to
address his new battalion
for the first time as their
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bye to CO who led them to Afghanistan
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LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Lt. Col. Richard D. Hall passes the colors to Lt. Col. John M. Reed in a change of command ceremony for 2nd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Feb. 13.

commanding officer.

Reed, an Alliance, Ohio,
native, said he was completely
committed to leading the
Marines and sailors of his new
battalion to any battlefield at
any time.

“This is my first time with
this battalion,” Reed said. “I
am humbled to stand
amongst them and lead
them.”

Reed, who came from the
Strategic Initiative Group at

Headquarters Marine Corps,
in Quantico, Va., said he had
plans to prepare his battalion
for future missions to Iraq or
Afghanistan.

“This battalion is the
finest thing | have ever

seen,” said Reed. “All these
Marines know what it takes
to get a job done, and | have
no doubt they will do what
needs to be done to accom-
plish any mission that comes
their way.”

ID THEFT, from A4

are to never give out personal
information on the phone,
through the mail or on the
Internet, and not to use obvi-
ous passwords. Taking these
steps helps discourage bandits
by making PIlI harder to
access.

The second step, detecting
identity theft, requires people
to be on the lookout for suspi-
cious activity on their financial
reports. Monitoring financial
accounts and billing state-
ments regularly can help peo-

ple spot fraudulent charges.

Another way to detect
identity theft is to get an annu-
al credit report. Credit reports
contain personal information
and billing history that will
show if any false charges have
been made.

“Free credit reports are a
great tool for deploying serv-
ice members,” Proev said. “A
lot of service members fall
victim to identity theft while
they are overseas because
they have a harder time man-
aging their accounts. A good
way for them to spot fraudu-

lent charges is to get a credit
report before and after they
deploy.”

The major nationwide con-
sumer reporting companies —
Equifax, Experian and
TransUnion — are required by
law to provide a free credit
report once a year upon
request. Anyone can check
their free credit reports from
these three companies by visit-
ing https.//wwwannualcredit
report.com, or calling 877-
322-8228.

The third step to reducing
the risk of identity theft is to

defend against it. In sports,
they say the best defense is a
good offense. Fighting identi-
ty theft is no different.

By setting up fraud alerts
on credit reports, closing
accounts with  suspicious
activity, and reporting fraud to
the police and the FTC, identi-
ty theft victims can protect
themselves from further harm
and get back on the right
financial track quickly.

However, despite the num-
ber of measures that can be
taken to safeguard PII, there is
always a risk of becoming an
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Born in England in 1925 Doreen joined the
British Army at 16. It was a terrible time in
England’s history as the Germans bombed her
beloved county.

Doreen was not only a stalwart soldier during
that conflict but a courageous leader and after
eleven years of heroic service she retired as a
Sgt. Major.

After she married Doreen moved to Twentynine
Palms. Her husband died in 1987. Since that

time Doreen has had several physical
challenges. She not only had open heart
surgery but in 1992 her right leg was

amputated just below the knee. Doreen has
her automobile specially equipped and
continues to drive to this day.

Doreen has been a tough minded optimist in
every aspect of her life. She is past president
of her Kiwanis Club, her local Republican
Women’s Club, and the Emblem Club. She
continues to serve on the board of several non-
profit organizations where she is always a
level-headed yet positive participant in all
discussions.

Doreen has just completed 15 years as the
Bishop’s Warden of her local Episcopal Church
where she has always been a loyal, devout
and faithful member.

| spoke with Doreen the other day and she
said “I'm a tough old bird.” | replied “You are a
tough minded optimist.”

This message sponsored by:

Diane VVanoncini
Fresno

Lucy Baker
Twentynine Palms

760-367-4627

Dr. Lou can be reached at 800-995-1620

Let these Tax
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results for you!

identity theft victim.

Service members are at a
higher risk of identity theft
simply because they use their
social security numbers as the
main way to identify them-
selves throughout the military,
said Michael Sanford, the
Combat Center’s security
manager.

“When Marines check in, |
advise them to keep a close
watch on their PII” said
Sanford. “Marines constantly
use their social security num-
ber[s] to identify themselves
on paper and through e-mail. |
explain to them how to be
careful and handle that infor-
mation with care.”

In order to raise awareness
as part of the Crime
Reduction Campaign, NCIS
will be hosting a Protect Your
Identity Day Feb. 25 at the
Marine Corps Exchange,
Proev said.

In conjunction with Marine
Corps Community Services,

the Provost Marshal’s Office,
the Criminal Investigation
Division and the base financial
planner, NCIS will provide a
booth at the MCX and hand
out information to shoppers
about how to protect against
identity theft.

“We're creating a proactive,
collaborative approach toward
preventing identity theft,”
Proev said. “Our goal is to try
and reach as many people as
possible. This is an important
topic to discuss.”

Proev also provides briefin-
gs to Marine Corps units
about the importance of iden-
tity theft protection while they
are deployed overseas.

The best way for a Marine
or sailor to report an identity
theft is to notify their chain of
command, file a police report
and contact the Federal Trade
Commission at 877-438-4338.
Service members and their
families can also contact NCIS
at 830-6275.

April 15th is
Coming....
Are you
ready?

You’ve got people.

The H&R Block Guarantee.

Come in today.

Your people stand by their work. And as part of
the H&R Block Guarantee, they’ll pay any
penalties and interest owed due to an H&R Block
error. They’ll also support you in the unlikely
event of an IRS audit* When you’ve got people,
you’re not alone.

Visit an H&R Block office location listed below.

55417 29 Palms Hwy
Yucca Valley .
760-365-7211

6260 Adobe Road
Twentynine Palms
760-361-1040

H&R Block*

You got people*

Evening and afternoon appointments available

'If H&R Block makes an error in the preparation of your tax return, it will pay penalties and interest caused
by such error. If you are audited, H&R Block will also explain your audit and advise you as to documentation

you should provide to the auditing authority. ©2008 H&R Block Services, Inc.

RARICK & ASSOCIATES

“Serving The High Desert For Over 25 Years’
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Yucca Valley
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To advertise in this space Call 365-3315 or 367-3577
|RS forms are getting more and more complicated.
optionsto file their returns properly.

Tax payers need profession

Call to reserve your space now!

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
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STARS, from Al

Medals to signify their
heroism while under enemy
fire.

“This is something |
never expected to happen,”
said Morales, who saved
the life of a wounded

Battle Group Northwest
commander by low-crawl-
ing across 30 meters of
debris while under fire and
dragging the British senior

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON
Navy Lt. Robert Benowicz,

the medical personnel offi-
cer-in-charge for Company
E, 2/7, displays his Bronze
Star Medal after a ceremo-
ny at Lance Cpl. Torrey L.
Gray Field, Feb. 12.

officer back to the safety of
his convoy. “Everyone
kept telling us we were
going to get recognized,
but | never believed what
they were saying. | was just
doing my job.”

Benowicz also received
the medal for saving lives.
He was proactive in ensur-
ing the Marines and sailors
were medically stable
before going on patrol.

He was also recognized
for saving the life of a 10-
year-old Afghanistan boy
who was found with multi-
ple  gunshot wounds.
Benowicz was able to sta-
bilize the boy before send-
ing him to the hospital
where he later recovered
from his injuries.

Benowicz said he wished
the Marines and sailors they
lost during the deployment
were alive to be part of the
ceremony.

“The hardest part of a

deployment is losing
Marines and sailors,”
Benowicz said. “They

deserved to be here.”

Lt. Col. Richard D. Hall,
the battalion’s command-
ing officer, and Sgt. Maj.
Matthew Brookshire, the
battalion sergeant major,
had the honor of pinning
the medals to each service
member’s chest.

“We are both glad we
were able to give these
Marines and sailors their
Bronze Stars before he

left,” Brookshire said about
Hall leaving the battalion.
“We thought it would be
appropriate since he was
deployed with them to
Afghanistan.”

Brookshire continued to
say he was proud of all the
Marines and sailors of his
battalion.

“It is always the Marines
and sailors of this battalion
who rise to the occasion
and get the job done”
Brookshire said. “It is truly
an honor to be their ser-
geant major. To me, they are
all my heroes.

“They did a spectacular
job in Afghanistan, more
than what people know
and they are finally getting
recognized for their hero-
ism.”

After the ceremony,
nearly everyone who was
present during the ceremo-
ny moved forward to con-
gratulate and shake the
hands of the five Bronze
Star Medal recipients.

The Bronze Star Medal is
an individual decoration and
is the fourth highest award
within the Department of
Defense for bravery, hero-
ism or meritorious service.

The battalion is scheduled
to hold more ceremonies for
Marines and sailors who
earned the Silver Star Medal
and Navy Crosses for hero-
ism and unwavering disposi-
tions while deployed to
Afghanistan.

LANCE CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

The Marines and sailors of 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, who received Bronze
Star Medals for their heroic actions during their deployment to Afghanistan in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom, stand in formation after receiving their medals, during
a ceremony at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Feb. 12.

« Retirement Eligibility for
CSRS and FERS Employees

« Military Buy Back

James Kirk, CLU, ChFC, LUTCF
Owner

tel (760) 255-2776

fax (760) 256-8261

As a Federal Employee, your retirement

is important to us at Kirk Financial Group

Learn how your Federal Employee Benefits Plan works and how to make the best
choices for you and your family. We have the answers you're looking for:

« Survivor Benefits
« Federal Employees Group Life (FEGLI)
« Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)

Get a FREE analysis of your federal employee benefits plans by calling
us for more information at 760-255-2776. We can help you today!
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KIRK FINANCIAL GROUP
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is not an affiliate of
NEXT Financial Group. Inc.

« Flexible Spending Account (FSA)
« Pension Offset
- Social Security

222 E. Main, Suite 205
Bastow, California 92311
james.kirk@nextfinancial.com
www.kirkfinancialgroup.com
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We serve where you serve*

1\ When you belong, your
/) checking account gives back!

1To qualify for this account, direct deposit of net pay must post to your Active Duty Checking®™ account within 60 days of account opening. If
direct deposit stops for more than 60 days, the account converts to an EveryDay Checking account. 2ATM fee rebates for withdrawals at PLUS®
System ATMs. The rebate is credited to your account at the end of the statement cycle. 3Free traditional or military wallet or wallet duplicate checks
for the life of the account. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Copyright @ 2003 Navy Federal
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FEDERAL

Credit Union

Finally, checking that works as hard as you
do. It’s there when and where you need it.
At-the-ready, 24/7 online or on the phone.

Active Duty Checking'.
It comes with the uniform.

Up to $20 in ATM fee rebates?
Over 40,000 fee-free ATMs
Free Visa® Check Card
Free military checks?®

Not a member? Join today!
Serving Army, Marine Corps, Navy
and Air Force active duty, retired,
reserve, National Guard, DoD civilians
and their families.

®  1-888-842-6328
navyfederal.org

Gombat Genter Trader Ads

AUTOMOTIVE

2006 SILVERADO 1500HD
CREW CAB, 36,000 miles,
$18,000, great condition,
extras, call Bryan at 760-
898-5549. 2/20/09

1994 TOYOTA 4 RUNNER,
Needs transmission, every-
thing else is good. Very rea-
sonable. Free towing. Call
365-3039. 2/20/09

2004 FORD F150 XLT 2X4,
Excellent condition, 45,000
miles. Asking $11,000. Cell
401-7315. 2/6/09

2000 PORSCHE BOXTER
3, Excellent condition, call
for details. $23,000. See
lemon lot. Cell 401-7315.
2/6/09

2005 YAMAHA V-STAR
650, 1,700 miles, covered
and garage kept. Excellent
condition. Black. $3,500.
Call Bill Smith at (340) 332-
5074. 2/6/09

2003 CHEVY BLAZER ZR2
EDITION, 68,000 miles,
4x4, lots of extras, great
truck. $11,900 OBO. Call
Ricky 865-0077. 2/6/09

2001 MITSUBISHI GALANTE,
Excellent condition. Replaced
engine, new tires, new
brakes, new windshield and
new radiator. Home phone
(951) 845-1941. Cell phone
208-0002. $5,500. 1/23/09

2005 HONDA S2000 CON-
VERTIBLE 19" wheels, new
tires, low mileage. Asking
$21,800. See Lemon Lot.
696-7181. 1/16/09

1990 CHEVROLET SIL-
VERADO Tourquoise show
truck with gold flames.
$7500 OBO. Call Tim 367-
7183. 1/16/09

2007 HONDA ACCORD EX.
Excellent cond. only 34,071
miles! Sunroof, automatic
transmission, alloy wheels.
Asking $17,500. (410) 279-
2477.11/28/08

2005 HONDA ACCORD
SE. Moon window power 6

Cylinder $16,500. Leave
message 367-3326.
11/28/08

TOYOTA TACOMA TRUCK
BED DIVIDER. Fits 2005-

2008 models. Excellent
condition. Asking $200.
Contact 835-4178.
11/28/08

MISC.

COCKER SPANIEL

PUPPY, Blond female, 4
mo. old. House broken. All
shots. $200 OBO. 364-
1133. 2/6/09

LARGE BREAKFRONT
CHINA CABINET. Modern
style, oak finish. 4 glass
doors, silverware drawers,
storage below, and glass
shelves. Excellent condition.
$300. Call Stephen at 567-
7921. 2/6/09

KITTEN, 2 mo. old male.
Very cute. Tabby and white.
Perfect for Valentine’s Day.
$10 Call 362-4131. 2/6/09

1,000'S OF COLLECTIBLE
BASEBALL, FOOTBALL, &
STAR TREK AND STAR
WARS Many dollars below
appraised value. Call Stephen
at 567-7921. 2/6/09

2 MALE CHIHUAHUAS,
Young and cute. 2 for $250
or $150 each. 2 years old.
Please call 361-3509.
1/30/09

CHILD’S LOFT BED With
ladder and slide. $50.
367-1630. 1/23/09

OVER 600 UNOPENED
DVD’S Brand new. Many still
in plastic. $5 a movie, pack-
age deals are negotiable.
Call Tim 367-7183. 1/16/09

30", 14 KARAT GOLD
CHAIN, Italian cut, with 14
CT. gold cross. Paid $1100
just for chain. $800 OBO.
Call Tim 367-7183. 1/16/09

14 KARAT GOLD MEN'S
RING 3 diamonds, total
weight 1CT. appraised at
$3800 Asking $600 OBO.
Call Tim 367-7183. 1/16/09

EASTON 8 FT CARBON
AIR HOCKEY TABLE.
Model X6896, two years old.

$400. Call  865-0168.
12/5/08
HARTMAN LUGGAGE

FOR SALE. Two suitcases,
one carry-on. Tweed, $500
set. Bose 3-2-1 system,
older model, $500. Call 660-
9153 after 6 p.m. 11/28/08

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, for the upcoming Fri-
day’s paper.

Trader Ad Forms are available
at the Public Affairs Office and
may befilled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address. If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial  classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.

Ads for housing rentals will
not be considered for the
Combat Center Trader.

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions
please call 830-3762.
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LANCE CPL. ZACHARY J. NOLA

Amphibious assault vehicles with Company C, 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion, carrying Marines from Weapons Platoon, Company F, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, maneuver
to the U.S.S. Cleveland during an amphibious assault exercise off the coast of Del Mar Beach at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Feb. 9.
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LANCE CPL. ZACHARYJ NOLA
Marines with Weapons Platoon, Company F, 2/7, support members of the Singaporean

Armed Forces during a joint assault of a military operations in urban terrain facility at
Range 25, Camp Pendleton, Calif., Feb. 10.

Voted one of the BEST!
Inland Empire Magazine January 2009

OADHOUSE CA

Serving the finest in fresh foods for over 6 years
Steales * Fresh Fish * Pasta * Salads * Sandwiches
Full Bar - Banquets & Special Events Up To 120 People
Reservations & To Go- (760) 365-5581

57173 Sunnyslope Drive, Yucca Valley (off Oid Woman Springs Rd., West of the Airport)

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
presents the 13rH ANNUAL

FRS<K F<sTIVAL

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 28TH
& MARCH 18T 2009

11 AM TO 9 PM

on the Church Grounds
74-109 Larrea Palm Desert, CA 92260
(760) 568-9901

Admissiﬂﬂ 52 (Ehibdren 12 & under freel
Handicap Available

COME BE GREEK FOR A DAY!

T'S A GREEK LIFE!

PALMDESERTGREEKFEST.ORG
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2/7, from Al

with their foreign allies, prac-
ticed embarking and disem-
barking the US.S. Cleveland in
amphibious assault vehicles,
conducted a joint assault of
Camp Pendleton’s Military
Operations in Urban Terrain
facility with the SAF, viewed a
presentation of optics by 1st
Air Naval Gunfire Liaison
Company, took part in a prac-
tical application of the Marine
Corps Martial Arts Program ,
and helped JGSDF refine
their defensive capabilities.

Cpl. Michael Martinez, a
machine gun team leader
with  weapons platoon,
Company F, 2/7, said the
training allowed the war-
riors of the regiment to par-
ticipate in a different kind
of exercise that in his opin-
ion reflected the original
mission of the Corps.

“It’s always good to see the
amphibious side of the
Marine Corps,” said the San

Bruno, Calif., native.

Master Warrant Officer Joe
Tan, a company trainer with
the SAF who was observing
the exercise, said he found the
joint venture very beneficial
and would like to continue the
trend of sharing knowledge
and experience with the Corps.

Tan said it was good for
members of the SAF to gain
valuable experience being on
aship and practicing amphibi-
ous assaults, because it helps
them acclimate to the rough
conditions of the sea.

The SAF also benefited
from the urban operations
training. That environment
sharpened their skills at captur-
ing an urban objective he said.

Tan also was also very
thankful for the Marines and
sailors who participated in
the event and helped make it
a success.

Tan said he found the
knowledge the devil dogs
of 2/7 shared with him and
his fellow soldiers about

their recent deployment to
Afghanistan was also very
valuable.

Tan also explained how he
was impressed with the well
roundedness of  each
Marine.The fact that each
Marine not only knew his
own duties, but also those of
the man to his left and right,
as well as those of Marines
senior to him, made them
very effective he said.

Tan said it was important
for SAF members to witness
this because while warfight-
ers of the SAF are taught to
adopt this same mind-set in
basic training, it is not as
prevalent in the Singaporean
forces as it is in the Corps.

“They are very versatile,”
said Tan about the Marines of
2/7. “They are a special call
of people.”

Marines and the SAF are
slated to renew their friend-
ship in mid-2009 when a sec-
ond version of Valiant Mark
is conducted in Singapore.

LANCE CPL ZACHARYJ NOLA

Lance Cpl. James W. Robinson, an assaultman with Weapons Platoon, Company F, 2/7,
talks with members of the Singaporean Armed Forces about his deployment to
Afghanistan aboard the flight deck of the U.S.S. Cleveland during a break from their bilat-

eral training session Feb. 9.

11™ Annual Art Auction

Saturday, February 28, 2009 6:00 p.m.
L Helen Gray Center

Diane Best

Tina Bluefield . . >
Chuck Caplinger Live Music
Simi Dabah Hor d’oeuvres
Diana Durr MOl Il
Ri Free Admission
1 St_eve ieman $10 to Bid
COPPER MOUNTAIN COLLEGE Mike Smiley _
LB S0 O Andy Weddington Pre-register
For more information call: Mikal Winn to bid at
760-366-5296 www.theCMCF.org
Proceeds benefit CMC Scholarships & Art Programs, The Boys & Girls Club.
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Fight Club 29 sticks to Its fists

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

experience.

See FIGHTERS, B3

Fight Club 29 traveled from the Combat
Center all the way to Los Angeles for a
boxing tournament at Heredia boxing
club, Saturday, where two of their fighters
lost their matches, but gained valuable

Fight Club 29, which is usually Mixed
Martial Arts only participated and trained
in pure boxing to make them better in
their main game, said Mark M. Geletko,
the head coach for Fight Club 29.

“The purpose of boxing is to develop
our standup game when we do pankration
[fighting both on the ground and stand-
ing),” said the Pittsburgh native. “We want
our fighters to be well rounded, and if we
have them in grappling tournaments like

————
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LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Nate Wolf, a fighter with Fight Club 29, throws a punch at his competitor Saturday during a tournament at Heredia. Wolf and Joseph Yeampierre both took a step out of the cage
and into the ring to try their hand at boxing.

when Fight Club 29 participated in their first boxing match Saturday.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Joseph Yeampierre, a fighter with Fight Club 29, gets ready as the second round of his

match begins. Yeampierre lost his fight, but gained valuable experience as a fighter

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Nate Wolf and his opponent exchange blows in the corner of the ring. Wolf is a fighter

with Fight Club 29 and participated in his first real boxing match Saturday at Heredia,
in Los Angeles.

Soaring to new heights

One Marine learned to fly; you can too

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M.
DUNN

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

When Marines and sailors are off
duty, there are a number of activi-
ties they can participate in to help
them grow both personally and
professionally.

Some service members play
intramural sports, others enroll in
college courses, and many seek the
physical and mental challenges of
the great outdoors, but how many
can say they had the opportunity to
learn to fly?

Staff Sgt. Michael Bailey, a
BEARMAT range control operator,
has earned his private pilot’s license
and said flying has been a passion of
his throughout his life.

“Back when I was a kid, | was in
the Civil Air Patrol,” said the Atlanta
native. “I was able to fly a few times
and gained about 20 hours of flight
time when | was 15, but after | joined
the Marine Corps, | quit for a long

time because | was deploying a lot.”

Bailey recently decided to contin-
ue working toward his goal of
becoming a pilot and enrolled in The
Flight School at Palm Springs, next
to the Palm Springs International
Airport, in October. His passion for
flying and prior experience from the
Civil Air Patrol helped him achieve
his goal relatively quickly.

“To get your private pilot’s license,
you need a minimum of 40 hours of
flight time,” Bailey said. “For the
average person, it takes somewhere
between 55 to 60 hours.”

Having already completed the 20
hours of flight time as a teenager,
and using his prior knowledge,
Bailey rapidly progressed through
the course, earning his private pilot’s
license Dec. 23. He also received his
high performance rating, allowing
him to operate high performance
aircraft.

The Flight School at Palm

See FLIGHT, B4

LANCE CPL. NICHOLAS M. DUNN
Staff Sgt. Michael Bailey, a BEARMAT range control operator, conducts a pre-flight inspection on a

Cessna 172SP at The Flight School at Palm Springs tarmac Saturday. In his off-duty hours, Bailey worked
hard to obtain his private pilot’s license and hopes eventually to become a certified flight instructor.
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FRI. 2/20

FRI. 2/20 SAT. 2/21 SAT. 2/21 & SUN. 2/22 TUES. 2/24

Art reception: Art by Jeannie | Brooks & Dunn Art Reception: Cuba, Si Marion Bridge Community Drumming with
Houston Antes & Pauletta Chanco | Time: 8 p.m. Time: 7 p.m. Time: Sat. 8 p.m. & Sun. 2:30 | Sam Sloneker

Time: All day event Where: Fantasy Springs Resort | Where: Studio Godot p.m. Time: 7- 9 p.m.

Where: 29 Palms Creative Center & | Casino 61855 29 Palms Hwy. Where: Groves Cabin Theatre | Where: Joshua Tree Retreat &
Gallery 84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy. Joshua Tree 8768 Desert Willow Trail Event Center

6847 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms Indio For more info call 366-2200 Morongo Valley 59700 29 Palms Hwy.

For more info call 361-1805 For more info call (800) 827- | or visit http://www.studio For more info call 365-4523 | Joshua Tree

or visit http://www.29palmscreative | 2946 or visit http://www.fantasy | godot.com or visit http://www.groves | For more info call 365-8371 or
center.com springsresort.com cabintheatre.org visit http://www.jtrcc.org

SAT. 2/28 MON. 3/2 THURS. 3/5 SAT. 3/7 FRI. 3/27

Connie Francis in concert Articulture Club Meeting Gilda's Club Presents: Puddle of Mudd The Moody Blues

Time: 8 p.m. Time: 7 p.m. Rita Rudner one-night- Time: 9 p.m. Time: 9 p.m.

Where: Spotlight 29 Casino Where: A Roadside Attraction only benefit concert Where: Agua Caliente Casino Where: Agua Caliente Casino
46-200 Harrison Place 69197 29 Palms Hwy. Time: 8 p.m. 32-250 Bob Hope Drive 32-250 Bob Hope Drive

Rancho Mirage
For more info call

Coachella
For more info call (800) 585-3737

29 Palms, On the highway in
Indian Cove area
For more info call 366-0286

Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
46-200 Harrison Place
Coachella

Rancho Mirage
For more info call (888) 999-

or visit http://www.spotlight29.com

For more info visit
http://www.spotlight29.com
or call (800) 585-3737

1995 or visit http://www.hot-
watercasino.com/theshow

(888) 999-1995 or visit
http://www.hotwatercasino
.com/theshow

Mickey Rourke rocks the ring and the screen in ‘T

NEIL POND

AMERICAN PROFILE

Wrestler” as a past-his-
prime wrestling superstar
trying to recapture glory
days from 20 years ago.
Now a bruised and beat-
en, down but not yet com-
pletely over-the-hill week-
end warrior, Randy “The

The Wrestler, Rated R
Starring Mickey Rourke
& Marissa Tomei

Mickey Rourke stars in “The

COURTESY PHOTO
Mickey Rourke gives a stunning performance as Randy

the “Ram” Robinson. Both Rourke and Marissa Tomei are
nominated for Academy Awards.

f§ CetTo
Palm
Springs!

15 MCAGCC-Palm Springs

29 Palms Joshua Stater Bros

Friday

Base Post  Building Subway 29 Palms Palm

Exchange 1664 Community ~ Staters Tree WalMart  Springs
Center Park Blvd. Airport
5:00 525 530 5:40 545 6:00 6:10 7:00
15 MCAGCC-Palm Springs Friday
Palm Springs Indian Canyon Indian Canyon Stater Bros MCAGCC
Airport & Andreas & Tacheva WalMart
(Casino) (Hospital)
7:00 7:10 7:15 7:50 8:30
P Saturday/
15 MCAGCC-Palm Springs Suinday*
Base Post  Building Subway 29 Palms 29 Palms Joshua Stater Bros Palm
Exchange 1664 Community ~ Staters Tree WalMart ~ Springs
Center Park Blvd. Airport
10:00 10:25 10:30 10:40 10:45 11:00 11:10 11:45
4:00 4:25 4:30 *4:40 *4:45 *5:.00 *5:10 *5:45
; Saturday/
15 MCAGCC-Palm Springs Sunday*
Palm Springs Indian Canyon Indian Canyon Stater Bros MCAGCC
Airport & Andreas & Tacheva WalMart
(Casino) (Hospital)
12:00 12:10 12:15 12:50 1:35
*6:00 *6:10 *6:15 *6:50 *7:35

*SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT 29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. All weekend service is
for Saturday only except for the final return trip which includes both Saturday and
Sunday service.

Fares from 29 Palms
One-way Regular Fare
Round Trip Regular Fare

$20.00
$25.00

For more information call =il “
MBTA Customer Service at /u/m@asm“\}u;\},&\\
760-366-2395. (a2 W\wlj
The Reliable, Easy and Economical
Way to Go!

Ram” Robinson treks to
matches in school gyms or
VFW halls, far out of the
spotlight in which he once
basked.

Both outside and inside
the ring, Randy has taken a
lot of knocks. He lives in a
messy trailer, has trouble
paying the rent and works at
a supermarket. He wife is
long gone and his estranged
daughter despises him.

As Cassidy, a stripper to
whom Ram takes a shine,
Marissa Tomei exposes
herself in more ways than
one, finding a spectrum of
tender and tough emotion-
al colors in a strong charac-
ter that might have other-
wise been hemmed in by
clichés. It's a terrific per-
formance.

The movie is particularly
good at depicting, de-glamor-
izing and humanizing the
backstage wrestling world—
the friendly smiles behind the
combatants’ fearsome
facades, the bloody tricks of
the trade, the brutal toll on a
human body after a night of
slams, throws, stabs, jabs and
thrashings.

Rourke makes you feel
Randy’s every ache, disap-
pointment and battle scar,
both inside and out. His
scenes with Rachel Evan
Wood, who plays his resent-
ful daughter, are especially
moving—and heartbreak-
ing. “I'm just an old broken
down piece of meat and |
deserve to be all alone,” he
tells her. “I just don’'t want
you to hate me.”

Asked to headline a big
reunion match, Randy
knows he’s not fully up to it

but decides to go for broke.
It could be his last shot at
being on top again. As he
climbs into the ring for the
film’s final scene, you brace
for the blows you know he’s
about to take.

Both Rourke and Tomei
are nominated, fittingly, for
Academy Awards on Feb.
22.

In many ways, Randy the
Ram is a lot like the actor
playing him. Rourke took a
hiatus from Hollywood in
the early 1990s, when his
leading-man star started to
lose its shine, to compete as
a professional boxer. After
two years in the ring, his
face had been pummeled so
much that he was almost
unrecognizable as the same

Enter to Win!

Boys Huffy 20” Rocket Bike &
Bell Youth Helmet

Come to the
Hi-Desert Star
or

The Desert Trail

to enter

RELAY
FOR LIFE

American |
Cancer
Society |

All proceeds go to Relay for Life

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your Community Newspaper
Working to Serve you Better

365-3315 or 367-3577
I

handsome actor who had
once starred in “Diner,”
“Angel Heart” and “9 1/2
Weeks.”

After that, he had trouble
getting back into the acting
groove. The good roles
weren't coming anymore. It
looked like the sun was set-
ting on his acting career.

ne Wrestler’

COURTESY PHOTO
Rourke’s experience as a professional boxer gives him unique insight into the role and
the world of the fighting ring.

Now a lot of people in
Hollywood are cheering
Rourke’s comeback. See
“The Wrestler” and you'll
know why. In Randy the
Ram, an actor who’s been
down a long, hard road of
his own rocks the ring with a
role that packs one heckuva
punch.

CPR SUPER SATURDAY

March 14, 2009

Adult CPR from 8am — 1pm
$5 per person

At the Joshua Tree Community Center
in the Elliott Room
6171 Sunburst Ave
Joshua Tree, CA 92252

Register with the Morongo
Basin Red Cross at:
6416 Hallee Rd.
Joshua Tree, CA 92252
(760) 366-5330

Registration is open to
the first 100 people only

Cinema 6

MOVIE TIMES 365-9633

Showtimes |
Effective
2/20/09 - 2/26/09

Slumdog Millionaire
R)

Fri-Mon: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
Tues-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Tyler Perry’s Madea Goes To Jail
(PG13)

Fri-Mon: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9.00

Tues-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Friday The 13th
®)

Fri-Mon: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
Tues-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Fri-Mon: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00
Tues-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

Taken « ADULTS $8.00

* SENIORS $6.00
* CHILDREN $6.00

www.cinema6theatre.com

(PG13)

U-HAUL RENTALS

29 Palms ¢ Joshua Tree ® Yucea Valley

361-7141
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Combat Center sports standings

Intramural Basketball
Standings as of Feb. 13
Team Wins Losses %
NHTP 4 0 1000
MCCES All-Stars 4 0 1000
Ole School Plus 3 0 1000
1/7 3 1 750
1st Tanks 4 2 667
IPAC 3 2 600
MWSS-374 (B) 2 3 400
MCCES A 1 2 333
MWSS-374 (A) 1 4 200
MCCES Party 1 4 200
LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL CLB_? 0 4 O
Robert C. Brown, a center for Headquarters Battalion, goes 3rd CEB 0 4 0
to dunk the ball against Combat Logistics Battalion 7.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Alvin Neveaux [left], a player with Headquarters

Battalion, swats the ball out of the air to begin
their game against Combat Logistics Battalion 7.
Headquarters defeated CLB—7.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Jason Richmond, a player with Combat Logistics Battalion

7, jumps to shoot after a short breakaway. Headquarters
defeated CLB-7 Wednesday night during the
Commanding General’s Intramural Basketball league.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Lamar Townsend [left], and Jason Richmond fight for con-

trol of the ball. Headquarters defeated CLB—7.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Arthur Hopkins, a player with Fainting Goats, takes aim as he prepares to knock out a member of the opposing
team. The Commanding General’s Intramural Dodgeball League meets every Tuesday night for play.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Jesus Ramirez [left] and Maverick Moreland throw balls to
their teammates to start off the first round of their match.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Mike Bly, a player with the Hospital team, blocks a shot at

the last second before it gets him out.

Intramural Dodgeball league

standings as of Wednesday
Team Wins Losses
Fainting Goats 6 0
MCCES A Co. 5 1
Jive Turkeys 4 2
Sapper 4 2
MTU 3 3
4 Horsemen (boot’s) 3 3
Tanks #4 3 3
Dental 1 5
Hospital 1 5
Justice League 0 6

Tuesday’s scores

MCCES ACo. 3 Hospital 0
Sapper 3 Jive Turkeys 1
Fainting Goats 3 MTU 2
Tanks #4 3 Dental 1
4 Horsemen 3 Justice League 0

\H‘H‘;‘\N
Bt

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Rodney Bolton, a player with Marksmanship Training

Unit, narrowly evades a blow to the face from the other
team. Bolton was the last member of his team left
standing during numerous rounds Tuesday night.

FIGHTERS, from B1

the last one and boxing
today, those will help us get
to where we want to be.”
The fighters don't have as
much experience in boxing as
they do in other areas, but
they faired somewnhat well
considering it was their first
time in the ring, Geletko said.
“We did okay today, but
not everything turned out
like we expected,” he said.
“We've only trained in box-
ing for a short time. These
other fighters have been
doing this for much longer,
or training for a much longer
time for their first fight.”
Nate Wolf, a fighter with
the club and a native of
Jefferson, Wis., gave his

opinion on the difference
between boxing and MMA.

“Boxing and MMA are
two completely different
sports,” Wolf said before the
fight. “We haven't trained that
long for this compared to
some of these other guys, but
I guess we'll see how it goes.”

Wolf ended up losing his
fight, but he said he did
learn from his experience.

“I've never boxed in a
real match like this before,”
Wolf said. “But, even
though it is such a different
game, it will help with my
cage fighting when I’'m on
my feet.”

With last week’s fighting
behind them, Fight Club 29
will be going back to their
original forte of grappling

and pankration.

“We're going to another
Grappler's Extreme next
week. It'll be ground fight-

ing,” Geletko said. “That’s
what we do and what we've
got more experience in, so it
should be a good turnout.”

ClassicShaving.com

10% Active

Military Discount

The Men’s Room

SHAVING & GROOMING GEAR FOR MEN

174 North Palm Canyon Drive Straight Razors
Palm Springs, CA 92262 Double Edge Blades & Handles
760 778 6787 Colognes
Open Sun-Wed 10-6 Thur-Sat 10-8 Shaving Creams and Soaps
TheMensRoom@XPECT Skin Care

Wednesday Evening

Ballroom Dances

Palm Springs Pavilion
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Complimentary Group Dance Lessons at 6:30 p.m.
with purchase of a ticket

Palm Springs Pavilion - (760) 323-8272 = 401 S. Pavilion
Way, Palm Springs, CA. 92262

Spring 2009
FED. 4o sl Milt Rasmussen Band
Joe Nutter & His Sophisticated Swing
Touch of Class
Dick Richards Ensemble

Milt Rasmussen Band

Touch of Class

Joe Nutter & His Sophisticated Swing
Milt Rasmussen Band

Admission Prices: CD Night - $5/Person
Spring 2009 - $8/Person
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FLIGHT, from B1

Springs offers two different
training packages for obtain-
ing a private pilot’s license.
According to their Web site,
http://www.flypalmsprings.c
om, each package covers 50
hours of flight time and
unlimited ground instruction,
and provides students with
the necessary gear to get
started, such as the Pilot’s
Operating Handbook and
sectional charts for mapping
out flight plans.

The difference in the two
packages is the type of air-
craft students train on to
complete their flight hours.
The first package features a
Cessna 172SP, while the sec-
ond package is host to the
Symphony OMF-160. Both
aircraft are single propeller
planes, but because the
Symphony is newer, the sec-
ond package costs a little
more money.

Although there are many
flight schools in Southern
California, not many are cov-
ered by the Montgomery Gl
Bill in terms of cost, Bailey
said. In order for Veteran's
Affairs to cover costs for the
school, they must be state
certified, and what is known
as Part 141 qualified, which
means they are approved and
inspected by the Federal
Aviation Administration.
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However, the VA will
only provide monetary assis-
tance for what is considered
professional flight training,
he added. Obtaining your
private pilot’s license is con-
sidered recreational and will
not be covered.

“The VA won't cover the
cost of getting your private
pilot’s license, but they will
cover 60 percent of costs
for certifications after pri-
vate,” Bailey said. “This
includes instrument train-
ing, commercial pilot train-
ing, CFI [certified flight
instructor] training, etc.

“To apply for VA bene-
fits to cover flight training,
all you need to do is send in
your VA application along
with a copy of your private
pilot’s license, and your first
or second class medical cer-
tificate,” Bailey said. “They
need to be able to verify
whether you are enrolled in
professional or recreational
training.”

Bailey has helped The
Flight School at Palm Springs
become a VVA-approved flight
academy. The school has
already become Part 141
qualified, and is scheduled to
be inspected this week for
state certification and VA
approval. The academy
should be officially approved
within a month.

Through his research,
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LANCE CPL. NICHOL'AS M. DUNN
Staff Sgt. Michael Bailey, a BEARMAT range control operator, rehearses a touch-and-go takeoff at the Desert Center

airfield near the abandoned town of Rice, Calif., Saturday. Bailey, who has already earned his private pilot’s license,
is working toward becoming a certified flight instructor at The Flight School at Palm Springs, located next to Palm
Springs International Airport.

Bailey was only able to find
one other VVA-approved flight
school, which is the California
Flight Academy in San Diego.

Bailey has now completed
more than 80 hours of flight
time and is halfway finished
with his next qualification,
which is instrument training.
He said he hopes to continue
his education and eventually
become a certified flight
instructor.

“This is a very rewarding
experience for me,” Bailey

said. “I want to become a
CFI because I enjoy training
and mentoring people. It’s
fulfilling to me because I can
help people realize their
dream of becoming pilots.

“It’s a thrill, it's a rush and
it’s peaceful all at the same
time,” he added. “Personally,
I find it very relaxing to be
up in the sky flying.”

However, becoming a
pilot may be rewarding, but it
isn't easy, Bailey said.

“It all depends on the per-
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son,” he said. “If you're look-
ing into it, it has to be some-
thing you really love to do.
It's forever challenging and
you never stop learning.
“There are a lot of things
you need to learn to be a
pilot,” he added. “It’s also very
dangerous, and it takes deter-
mination and drive to do it.”
Although being a pilot can
become monetarily rewarding
in a short time, someone
should only go through with
it if it's something they're
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truly passionate about, Bailey
said. If someone is looking
into being a pilot just for the
money, they should probably
choose a different profession,

To learn more about the
VA benefits provided to
flight school students, log on
to http.//wwwgibill.va.gov.
To see a list of flight schools
for both fixed wing and
rotary aircraft, visit
http://www.pilot-flight-
instruction.com/california.fli
ght.school.
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