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Company E, 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance
battalion, cross trained their
light armored vehicle crew-
men in the job of infantry
scouts, or “ground
pounders” in a week–long
field operation that began
Tuesday and concludes today.

“What we’ve been
doing this week is training
LAV crewmen to perform
in an environment where
they’re outside of their
vehicles,” said 1st Lt. Aryn
Vastola, a platoon com-
mander with Company E
and a West Palm Beach,
Fla., native.

“We know we always go
into battle with an LAV,” he
said. “But it is vital to us that
we learn how to conduct our
mission in a dismounted
way.”

The main portion of the
training consisted of
Marines performing buddy
rushes, where they support
one another with cover–fire
as they assault an enemy
position.

During the buddy rushes
the Marines conducted
live–fire maneuvers with the
M-4 carbine rifle and the
M249 squad automatic
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Rock ‘n’ Roll High School
See A4 Aaron’s in deep - See B1

Sliding into new playground
See A5 Lt. Dan Band rocks out - See B1
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Lance Cpl. Sterling Baker, a light armored vehicle crew-
man with Company E, 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, begins his portion of the
buddy rush. The newest company in 3rd LAR conduct-
ed cross training to teach their Marines to fight outside
their vehicles.See 3RD LAR, A8

Congressman visits Combat
Center, likes what he sees
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The Combat Center hosted a
tour Saturday to show a visit-
ing congressman the current
training areas of the base and
the upgrades and changes
that have been made since his
last visit.

Congressman Ken Calvert,
a republican member of the

United States House of
Representatives since 1993,
representing California’s 44th
congressional district, said he
had not visited the base for
quite some time, and was curi-
ous to the changes that have
been implemented through-
out the years.

“We heard about the new
training facilities and I want-
ed to see them,” said Calvert,
whose district is part of

Southern California.
At the beginning of the

tour, James Ricker, the
Community Plans and
Liaison officer, held a brief at
the command deck that
explained the importance of
the base and how all the train-
ing areas impact the Marines
and sailors who are deploying.

Calvert then visited
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Lance Cpl. Brady
Gustafson’s parents
describe him as
“reserved, loyal, stub-
born and determined.”

This was proven in
action July 21, 2008.

His loyalty to his
fellow Marines, his
stubborn nature when
he refused medical
treatment and his
determination under
enemy fire as a
machine gunner with
Golf Company, 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment earned him
the Navy Cross, and a
place among the ranks
of such Marine Corps
legends as Lewis
‘Chesty’ Puller, Daniel
‘Dan’ Daly and John
Basilone.

He received this
medal, the highest
awarded by the Navy,
for his deployment to
Afghanistan is sup-
port of Operation
Enduring Freedom.

The Navy Cross
was pinned on his chest by Lt. Col.
John M. Reed, the commanding
officer of 2/7, and meritorious cor-
poral chevrons to his collar by Maj.
Gen. Thomas D. Waldhauser and
Sgt. Maj. Randall Carter, the com-
manding general and sergeant major
of 1st Marine Division, at a ceremo-
ny held March 27 at Lance Cpl.

Torrey L. Grey Field. The ceremony
included speeches from his former
and current commanding officers.

Gustafson accepted his medal at a
perfect position of attention, despite
missing his right leg below the knee.
His entire battalion was in atten-
dance as well as Marines from across
the nation, former service members,

family and friends.
According to eyewitness

accounts, Gustafson’s actions that
fateful day in July 2008 met and

exceeded the requirements for a
Navy Cross.

On July 21 Gustafson was man-
ning the turret of the lead vehicle, a
mine resistant ambush protected
vehicle, or MRAP, during a four-
vehicle mounted patrol riding
through the streets of Shewan,
Afghanistan.

That’s when
things got ugly.

The patrol came
under heavy fire
from machine guns
as well as rocket-pro-
pelled grenades from
hidden insurgent
positions.

One of the RPGs
hit Gustafson’s
MRAP, piercing its
armor, rendering the
driver unconscious
and partially ampu-
tating Gustafson’s
right leg.

Despite his
injuries, Gustafson
remained vigilant on
his M240B machine
gun, locating and
accurately firing on
several insurgent
positions, some as
close as 20 meters
from the vehicle.

He remained in the
turret, reloading twice
and firing over 600
rounds, while Lance
Cpl. Cody Comstock,
an Anderson, Ind.
native, applied a
tourniquet to his leg.

After regaining
consciousness, the

driver, Cpl. Geoffrey Kamp, an
Indianapolis native, put the vehicle
in reverse and pushed the disabled
vehicle behind them out of the kill
zone.

Not until both vehicles were safe
from the heavy insurgent fire and all

3rd LAR sprints into cross training
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Ken Calvert, a member of the United States House of Representatives since 1993, is
given a tour of Camp Wilson’s dining facilities by Col. Michael Callaghan, the officer in
charge of Mojave Viper’s Support Detachment March 28.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Brady Gustafson, a machine gunner with Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, stands in front of the bat-
talion at perfect parade rest, despite the amputation of his right leg below the knee. Gustafson received the Navy Cross and a mer-
itorious promotion to a ceremony March 27 at Lance Cpl. Torrey Grey Field.

See TOUR, A6

2/7 Marine awarded highest Navy honor

See NAVY CROSS, A8
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Seizes firmly
6. Brit’s baby buggy
10. Rent-__

(security guard)
14. Taxpayer’s fear
15. Suffix for the 

well-off
16. “Uh-uh!”
17. Paris’s nickname
20. Time line segment
21. Innie build up
22. Winter hazard
23. “A __ bagatelle!”
24. Gives back to a 

borrower
26. Pay tribute to
29. Ushers’ rentals
30. Flying high
31. Word with fire or 

white
32. Stick up
35. Clown with the 

photog
39. Ambulance letters
40. Where the boyz 

are
41. Runway strutter

42. Risked getting 
bleeped

44. Hastert’s successor
as Speaker

45. Infant’s rite
48. Tackle box item
49. Pale as a ghost
50. __ Valley, Calif.
51. Harper Valley org.
54. Get busy
58. Margarita need
59. Colorful horse
60. “You __ kidding!”
61. Monopoly stack
62. Meal for anechidna
63. Increase in troop 

strength
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

2ND BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT,
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE CO.

“I’d want a
seafood

restaurant, like Red
Lobster, because

we’re in the middle
of the desert.”SGT. GILBERT HIDALGO

PFC. MARIO ALANIS

MARINE CORPS COMMUNICATION-ELECTRONICS

SCHOOL, CO. A

“An Olive
Garden,

because that is a fun
place for family and

friends to get togeth-
er.”

3RD COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION,
SUPPORT CO.

“An Elephant Bar,
because I had

one where I last lived
and it had great bar-

tenders and servers out
there.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine
Corps or Department of Defense.

IIff yyoouu  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  oonnee  rreessttaauurraanntt  bbuuiilltt  oonn  bbaassee,,
wwhhaatt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbuuiilltt  aanndd  wwhhyy??

STAFF SGT. JUAN DIAZDUMENG

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a pri-
vate firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or
the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract
with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commer-
cial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members
of the military services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States
government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The
appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-
Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political
affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless oth-
erwise indicated are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be direct-
ed to the Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during nor-
mal working hours at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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American Profile Hometown Content 03/08/2009

DDOOWWNN
1. Modern-day 

scandal suffix
2. Essen’s area
3. Think tank nugget
4. Snapshot, for short
5. Heel style
6. “Miracle on 34th 

Street” actor John
7. Situation for 

rubber bullets
8. Comics bark
9. Gibson of films
10. Protractor 

measurements
11. Skater Sasha
12. __ out (declined)
13. Ants, roaches, etc.
18. Get pooped out
19. Many a resort
23. Misplay, as a 

flyball
24. Like much 

notebook paper
25. Co. bigwig
26. __ day (delivery)
27. Home coming 

attendee

28. Snorers saw them
29. Chevy SUV
31. Attack en masse
32. Make over
33. Compounds often

end in “-ite”
34. Island near Java
36. Greek P’s
37. __ Cup (yacht race)
38. Lawn burrower
42. Surgical blockage

relievers
43. KFC piece
44. Powerful feline
45. Low man in the 

choir
46. Nile’s __ Dam
47. Suffix meaning 

“lover”
48. Colosseum 

combatants
50. Baseball card fact
51. Place to moor
52. Chinatown gang
53. Pay to play
55. A Gershwin
56. “Smoking or __?”
57. Play about Capote

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Gunnery Sgt.
James E. Schneeweis
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Operations
Chief
UUnniitt:: Headquarters
Battalion
JJoobb  dduuttiieess:: Supervise
annual training and
coordinate battalion
activities.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee
mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  jjoobb::
It keeps me busy.
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevvee--
mmeennttss:: With the help
of Debbie Watts, out-
standing inspector
general approval of Body Composition Program results;
one of the best he’d seen.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Fishing, hunting, walking my dogs and spend-
ing time with family.
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: 17 years in the Marine Corps
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: Almost three years.

1 2 3 4
3 5 6

7 4 8 3
8 7 6

6 2 4 5
9 2 3

3 4 9 2
9 8 1

1 5 7 8

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA88]]

Hot Topics

LLIIFFEEGGUUAARRDD  TTRRAAIINNIINNGG
The American Red Cross is offering
a Lifeguard Training Course April 6 -
10 from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.. Anyone 15
years of age or older is eligible to
attend. Enrollment is limited.
Locations are Luckie Park pool in
Twentynine Palms or Yucca Valley
pool. Cost is $150. For more infor-
mation and registration call 366-
5330, or stop by the Red Cross office
on 6416 Hallee Rd., in Joshua Tree.

AASSYYMMCCAA  FFRREEEE  SSUUMMMMEERR
CCAAMMPP

ASYMCA is hosting a free summer
camp for children of active duty
service members who are 8-14 years
of age. Registration is limited to the
first 86 children. The deadline to sign
up is June 11. To register, visit the
ASYMCA for a registration form at
Building 192 across from Carl's Jr.
Current physical and shot records
required. The registration form must
be brought by the parent or legal
guardian. Service member or depen-
dent's military ID is required. For
more information call 830-7481.

IIMMMMIIGGRRAATTIIOONN
The Legal Assistance Office, building
1514, assists all active duty (no fee)
and their spouses ($675) with becom-
ing a U.S. citizen. Pick up a packet.
Schedule an appointment when forms
are complete. A military outreach by
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration
Services is scheduled for 4 June.
Immigration officers will assist active
duty & family members with all types
of immigration issues, including natu-
ralization, permanent resident status,
VISAs, petitions, applications, immi-
gration forms, and answering ques-
tions. For more info and to schedule
an appointment please call 830-6111.

EEAASSTTEERR  EEGGGG  HHUUNNTT
An Easter Egg Hunt will be held at Felix
FieldApril 11 from 12 to 3 p.m., featur-
ing free food, games and entertainment.
For more information call 830-6464.

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

AApprriill  66,,  11994411

Germany launches an invasion
of Yugoslavia and Greece,

which fall within the space of a
few weeks.

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

Combat Center prepares for Earth Day

On April 22, 1970, Senator Gaylord Nelson, the founder of Earth Day, led a rally
that sparked the beginning of the modern environmental movement. Over 20 million
people participated on that day to raise awareness about environmental issues. Since
1970, Earth Day has spread all over the planet. According to Earth Day Network, a
nonprofit organization that coordinates Earth Day activities, more than 1 billion peo-
ple are involved in Earth Day activities. This year the Combat Center will be celebrat-
ing Earth Day and its 39th anniversary. The theme is “Sustaining our Environment,
Protecting our Freedom”.

TThhee  aaccttiivviittiieess  iinncclluuddee::
• The Combat Center’s Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs participating

in the Yucca Valley Conservation Fair & Earth Day Celebration 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. April
18.

• Tours of the Curation Center for fourth through eighth-grade students attending
the Child Development Center 

• NREA will conduct environmental projects and presentations at the Child
Development Center and ASYMCA April 20 -24.

• Base-wide Beautification Clean-up for all personnel and their families April 20-24.

AApprriill  2222  EEaarrtthh  DDaayy  AAccttiivviittiieess
• NREA will distribute reusable bags with Earth Day Fact Sheets at the Commissary

and Main Exchange from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
For more information on how you can become involved in Earth Day activities

please call Kaprece James, the Earth Day chair, at 830-6603.
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Volunteers from the Combat
Center’s American Red
Cross office were recognized
during an awards ceremony
at the commanding general’s
house for all the hard work
and dedication they gave to
the Red Cross March 25.

The Red Cross took time
during March to focus on vol-
unteers who demonstrated
compassion and generosity
by supporting the Red Cross
aboard the Combat Center
and around the country, said
Niki McBain, the Red Cross
station manager.

The Combat Center relies
on these everyday heroes to
give their time and talents to
help others by delivering
emergency communication
messages, training others to
become dental assistants and
home health-aids, working at
the Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital or making financial
donations, McBain said. “In
the past year alone, the
[Combat Center’s] American
Red Cross assisted 1,296
families and trained 40 peo-
ple in career skills such as
dental assisting and medical
front-office.”

As the award ceremony
began, Brig. Gen. Charles M.
Gurganus, the Combat
Center’s commanding gener-
al, spoke to the crowd of
volunteers, and thanked
them for all they have done
for the military community.

“The Red Cross is
extremely important to me
and to this base,” Gurganus
said. “But it is even more
important to the people you
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 ATTN VETS!!
 0 DOWN / 0 CLOSING COSTS

 0 MOVES YOU IN
 4 BEDROOM/2BATH - 2,100 SQ. FT.

 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED TURNKEY HOME

 ONE OF A KIND HOME, WILL NOT LAST!!
 Jon Mohler • 760-272-9189

 • Fully landscaped front yard • 1/2 acre lot fully fenced 
 • Ceiling fans in all rooms  • Oversized 3 car garage

 • Washer/dryer, auto. Garage door
 • Stainless Steel: Cabinet depth frig., stove/dishwasher/microwave

 • Lg. great room w/beautiful fireplace
 • All bedrooms have walk-in closets • Granite counter tops • Jacuzzi tubs

1.800.NAT.UNIV
The University of Values

www.nu.edu/military

™

National University has been educating 

the military since 1971 and offers relevant,

career-focused classes at military bases

throughout California.

With reduced tuition for classes 

on base and online for military personnel 

and dependents, National University 

makes it easy – and affordable – 

to earn your degree.

EARN 
YOUR
NEXT
STRIPE

You help defend our country. We'll help you build your future.
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[From left to right] Jade Gregg, the chair of volunteers,
and Kaprece James, the American Red Cross station
chair, stand with Krystle Rogala, casework chair, after
she receives an award during an American Red Cross
awards ceremony at the Combat Center’s commanding
general’s house March 25.

Suicide rates are

highest in decade
PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Losing a Marine for any rea-
son is devastating to those
involved; losing 41 Marines
to suicide is devastating to
the Marine Corps.

In 2008, the number of
Marines who committed sui-
cide jumped from 33 in 2007
to 41. The increase of eight
is more than ever before,
boosting suicide to the num-
ber two killer in the Marine
Corps, second only to acci-
dents.

Marines contemplating
suicide have many options
they can go to for help, said
Navy Lt. David Nelson, the
Headquarters Battalion
chaplain. One of the chap-
lains who is always available
and always happy to help.

Your chaplain will never
judge you, they only want to
help, he said.

Tanya Stuckey, the lead
prevention and education
specialist with the Combat
Center’s counseling services

said that a Marine who is
feeling depressed may not
seek help, but does need it.
She puts the responsibility
for recognizing Marines in
need on their leaders.

“Every Marine is a
leader—every Marine is
responsible,” she said.
“Marines have to look out
for each other.”

The signs of suicidal
thoughts have been taught
for a long time, she
explained. The Marine
Corps has become more
aggressive in training leaders
to spot the subtle signs of
trouble.

Leaders need to realize is
that they must be involved at
all times, said the Morehead
City, NC native. They need
to know their Marines per-
sonally, if not they won’t
know when their Marines
are showing signs of dis-
tress.

The signs of distress
include withdrawing from
your surroundings, drastic
changes in energy levels,

changes in hygiene and
expressions of hopelessness.

Having the ability to rec-
ognize these signs can save
countless Marines lives,
Stuckey said.

Once the need for help is
recognized, never leave
them alone, Nelson said.
Ask them open-ended ques-
tions and make it known
they aren’t being judged.

If it is necessary, notify a
staff noncommissioned
officer of the Marine’s need
for help. They will be able to
take the proper steps to get
the Marine the help they
need.

The counseling service
on base is also a great source
of help, Stuckey said. There
is a counselor on duty from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
weekdays.

To talk to the counselor
on duty, call 830-6345.

If someone is consider-
ing suicide, contact the duty
chaplain at 830-2190 or the
suicide hotline at (800) 832-
9119.

TThheessee  ffoooottpprriinnttss  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  4411
MMaarriinneess  wwhhoo  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ssuuiicciiddee  llaasstt  yyeeaarr

IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN  BBYY:: SSGGTT.. SSTTEEVVEE  CCUUSSHHMMAANN

41 footprints represent the Marines who committed suicide in 2008. More Marines took
their own life in 2008 than in other year in the 21st century.

Volunteers receive awards
from American Red Cross

See AWARDS, A7
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Marines with the Combat
Center’s band traveled to a
local high school to work
with students in the school’s
music program March 26.

This is one of many trips

band members have made to
work with students from
Yucca Valley High School’s
music program, said
Gunnery Sgt. Richard
Nunley, an enlisted conduc-
tor with the Combat Center’s
band.

The purpose of the pro-

gram is to reach out and
encourage music at a young
age and help and support the
students, said the Cleveland
native.

“We try to help out and
build relations with many
schools in Southern
California, and even in other
states,” he said.

Nunley said the Marines
really enjoy working with the
local bands and students.

“We’ve worked with
schools before, and it’s the
same every time, you know
the kids enjoy it, but all of us
do as well,” he said.

The Marine Corps also
benefits by promoting a good
relationship with the local
community, Nunley said.

Trips like these help build
rapport and mutual respect
between Marines and the
local community, he said.

Yucca Valley High
School’s band, the hosts of
the visit, showed their excite-
ment  for the Marines.

“The kids absolutely love
it when the Marines come
here to play music with
them,” said Bill Barrett, the
band director for the school
and a Yucca Valley, Calif.,
native. “From all of my past
experiences the kids are excit-
ed every time when they get
this opportunity.”

Barrett said the visit is a
great learning experience for
his students.

“I’ve had students come
up to me after the Marines
left and say that they learned
just from sitting next to them
while they play.”

Barrett added that his stu-
dents look forward to the
interaction with the Combat
Center band every time.

“After every visit almost
every student I’ve had asks
when they’re coming back,”
he said. “It is one of the
highlights of teaching these
kids.”

Barrett said he thinks
partnering with the Marines
is very valuable to his stu-
dents.

“It’s a great teaching and
interaction tool,” he said. “I
love what it does for the kids,
and I think it is one of our
best teaching tools.”
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 7:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of God

 will never take you

 where the grace of

 God will not protect you . ”

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en

a 
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st
a
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Y 

62

 ★

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119
 DESERT 

 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H
 Call for free van ride

 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 EASTER
 Easter Sunday 

 Celebration
 April 12th 10:30 am

 Joshua Tree Community Center

 Nursery & Children’s 
 Church Available

 BBQ and Easter Egg Hunt 
 following service

 one80jt@hotmail.com

 One eighty Ministries

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Sgt. Victor Diaz, a piano player with the Combat Center
band, plays his bread and butter instrument along with
the Yucca Valley High School band in Yucca Valley, Calif.
The band visits local schools throughout the year to work
with music students.

Combat Center band mentors students

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Chase Gilmore, a trombone player with the Combat Center band, plays a
trombone owned by Yucca Valley High School, during a visit by Marines to work with
the Yucca Valley, Calif., music students.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Andrew Gerlach, a bass guitarist with the
Combat Center band, listens after instructing Neil Bost, a
Yucca Valley High School, student about his instrument.
This is one of many visits the band has made to the
Yucca Valley, Calif., school to work with music students.



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Armed
Services YMCA officially
opened their new playground
in a grand opening ceremony
at building 192 Tuesday.

The opening ceremony was
hosted by Anita Neu-Fultz, the
ASYMCA executive director,
and attended by several base
officials including Sgt. Maj.
Susan M. Bellis, the Combat
Center sergeant major, and
Janet Gurganus, the wife of
the Combat Center com-
manding general.

The playground is complete
with artificial grass, park bench-
es and a shade canopy for the
comfort of parents watching
their little ones at play.

The idea of this project,
which was built from base
funds, first came up in March
2008, Neu-Fultz said.

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Allen
Sullivan, the resident officer
in charge of construction
here, organized the contract-
ing for the cement and turf
companies.

Sullivan said although the
playground construction proj-
ect was relatively smaller than
other base construction proj-
ects he has overseen, the time
and effort put into it was any-
thing but minimal.

“Our efforts for a construc-
tion project are usually propor-
tional to the dollar value of the
project,” said Sullivan, a Rolla,
Kan., native. “This project
wasn’t like that. It needed a lot

more attention than the size
communicated.”

The small details like laying
down the artificial grass and
assuring the safety of the play-
ground were elements that
may have taken extra work
but were appreciated by many
in the end.

“I think this is just excel-
lent,” said Brandy Hunter, wife
of Staff Sgt. Robert Hunter
with Headquarters and Service
Company, 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion.

Since Hunter is acting as a
single mom with her husband
deployed, local get-away loca-
tions like the playground can
help ease the stress and grind
of military life.

“This little oasis is just what
some young wives and their lit-
tle ones need,” Hunter said.
“For many of the kids, this will
be where they learn their first
socialization skills. I know
when my kids were little ones,
they were at the Y everyday.”

Despite the fact some fam-

ilies aboard other military
installations may take their
green grass for granted, fami-
lies here have been looking for-
ward to the opening of the
playground for months, Neu-
Fultz said.

“We’ve had two girls on our
little lawn outside for the past
six months,” said Neu-Fultz,
pointing to the area where the
first grass turf was laid. “They
used to come down with their
parents and just play in the
grass. The families have been
waiting for this.”

One of the two girls Neu-
Fultz was referring to was on
the playground that day,
exploring every nook and
cranny the playground had to
offer.

Neu-Fultz said parents who
wish to have access to the play-
ground must first register with
the ASYMCA office since the
grounds are not open to the
base public. For more infor-
mation on the playground or
ASYMCA, call 830-7481.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AAPPRRIILL 33,,  22000099 AA55

 ATTN VETS!!
 0 DOWN / 0 CLOSING COSTS

    0 MOVES YOU IN
 YOUR MONTHLY RENT

 PAYS THE MORTGAGE!!
 3 BEDROOM/2 BATH + LARGE BONUS ROOM

 NEWLY REMODELED TURNKEY HOME
 • Fully Landscaped Front & Back

 • Privately Fenced & Irrigated
 • Ceiling Fans In All Rooms

 • Washer/Dryer, Auto. Garage Door
 • Stainless Steel: Cabinet Depth Frig.,

 • Stove/Dishwasher/Microwave
 • Many Upgraded Designer Touches

 Jon Mohler • 760-272-9189

 YOUR MONTHLY RENT
 PAYS THE MORTGAGE!!

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

2-year-old Nicholas Looney and his 3-year-old sister
Jasmine, race down a set of stairs while playing tag at the
grand opening of the new Armed Services YMCA play-
ground at building 192 Tuesday.

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

SSuunnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt
ooff MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess  
8 a.m. Faith
Formation /CCD
Sept. - May  building
1551
8:45 a.m.
Confessions+
9 a.m. Rosary
9:30 a.m. Catholic
Mass*
9:30 a.m. Children’s
Liturgy of the Word
4:15 p.m.
Confessions+
4 p.m. Choir Practice
4:30 p.m. Rosary
5 p.m. Catholic Mass
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Lay-Led Independent
Baptist Breakfast, 8
a.m. West Wing 
NNoonn--DDeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall
CChhrriissttiiaann  SSeerrvviiccee
9 a.m. Worship*
9 a.m. Children’s
Church
10:15 a.m. Sunday
School*
6 p.m. Youth Group
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell
SSeerrvviiccee
11:30 a.m. Worship
Protestant Chapel
AAsssseemmbblliieess  ooff GGoodd
FFeelllloowwsshhiipp
9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
10:30 a.m. Morning
Service building 1707,
room G
LLeeggeenndd
* Indicates Child Care
Provided
+ For Appointments
for Confessions call 
830-6456/6482

WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
Mon-Fri  11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass (except holidays)
MMoonnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
Mon-Fri  11:45 a.m. Catholic
Mass (except holidays)
TTuueessddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
9 a.m. Christian Women’s
Fellowship* Sept. to May
Evening service at 7 p.m. -
Protestant Chapel west wing
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
4-5:30 p.m. Children’s RCIA
5-8 p.m. Catechist Meeting
(Second Tuesday each month)
6-7:30 p.m. Baptism Class (First
Tuesday each month)
WWeeddnneessddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
6 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal      
6:30 p.m. Food/Fellowship
7 p.m. Non-Denomination
Bible Study
7 p.m. Lay-led Gospel Bible Study
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
9:30 a.m. Military Council of
Catholic Women* Sept. to May
6 p.m. Youth Teen
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus (1st
Wednesday each month)
TThhuurrssddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
6-7:30 p.m. RCIA Resumes
Sept 11
C&E Barracks building 1666
11:30 a.m. Bible Study
Chaplain Moran 830-6187
FFrriiddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
5 p.m. Gospel Rehearsal 
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
12:15 p.m. 4:30 p.m.
Exposition/Adoration Most
Blessed Sacrament (First Friday
each month)

ASYMCA officially opens new playground

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

2-year-old Nicholas Looney and his mother, Mari Lou, try out the monkey bars at the grand opening of the new Armed
Services YMCA playground at building 192 Tuesday.

EEaasstteerr  WWeeeekkeenndd  EEvveennttss  Saturday, April 11, noon-3 p.m.
Easter Egg Hunt, Felix Field: Egg hunts for different age
groups, free BBQ, and more!

EEaasstteerr  WWeeeekkeenndd  SSeerrvviicceess  Sunday, April 12 at 7 a.m.
Easter Sunrise Service, Parade Deck. Join the MCAGCC
and local civilian communities for a Christian celebration
of Jesus Resurrection!

RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess  Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel.
Sunday, April 5, 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Palm Sunday Masses 
Thursday, April 9, 7 p.m., Opening of the Sacred Triduum:
Mass of the Lord’s Supper/Adoration until 10 p.m.
Friday, April 10, noon: “The Passion of Christ”
April 10, 3 p.m. Celebration of the Passion of Jesus Christ 
Saturday, April 11, 8 p.m. The Great Easter Vigil: Blessing
of the Easter Fire, Proclamation of the Great Scriptures,
Easter Mass, Baptisms and Confirmations. Sunday, April
12, 9:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Mass, Closing of the Sacred
Triduum. N.B. No 3 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 

CCaallvvaarryy  CChhaappeell//AAGGCC  Christ Chapel. Friday, April 10, 5
p.m. Good Friday service. Sunday, April 12, 9 a.m.
Resurrection Sunday: Praise & Worship, Bible-centered
teaching, Baptisms

JJeewwiisshh  SSeerrvviicceess.. April 8 and 9, Celebration of Passover
Place: Chabad Congregation, Palm Springs, California
POC: Rabbi Denebeim. 325-0774



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center
Marksmanship Training Unit
Rifle Team won the Western
Division Team match at
Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton March 20.

It has been eight years
since the Combat Center last
won a competitive marksman-
ship award, said Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Fredrick T.
Kenney, the officer in charge
of MTU.

“The team won the San
Diego trophy for the best rifle
team west of the Mississippi,”
said Kenney, a Springhill,
Kan., native about the three-
week match.

The trophy they brought
home has a bronze bear on
top of a redwood block stud-
ded with medal tags displaying
each year and name of the
winning team since 1921.
Every year, the team who is
named best with the M-16A2
service rifle is granted the
honor of displaying the trophy
until the competition contin-
ues the following spring.

“This competition was a
big deal because the compe-
tition is normally dominated
by MCRD [Marine Corps
Recruit Depot] San Diego,
and teams that have distin-
guished shooters,” Keeney
said.

The match brought more
than 200 Marines from West

Coast installations together
in teams of four to challenge
each other’s best rifle and pis-
tol skills.

The four Marines who
shot for the MTU team, Sgt.
Jason R. Reyna, Sgt. Robert S.
Lynn, Cpl. Jesus A. Ramirez,
and Lance Cpl. Jordan R.
Lacy, were selected after
enrolling in the three-week
intramural shooting match at
the known-distance range

here in October.
Keeney said he believes

the early emphasis on funda-
mentals during the intramural
tryout event is what ultimate-
ly changed the team’s attitude
about the annual competition
and lead them to victory.

“Last year, and the years
before that, we had kind of a
last-minute team,” Keeney
said. “This year, we had the
goal to win this match from
the beginning.”

Staff Sgt. Gabriel Green,
the team’s captain, agreed
about changes in attitude

yielding changes in results.
“This year we went out to

learn,” Green said. “We
leaned on each other and
shot for MTU.”

For Marines like Lynn,
who experienced their first
major marksmanship compe-
tition that year, the experi-
ence promoted motivation to
return in the years to come.

Lynn, the winner of the
second gold medal for indi-
vidual shooting, was also
awarded the “High Tyro”
award given to those who
score the highest and have no

previous competitions to his
or her name.

Lynn, a marksmanship
instructor at the rifle range
here, said he believes the
amount of knowledge he
gained at the competition
about marksmanship, ballis-
tics and detailed fundamen-
tals was in itself a reward.

“Throughout the three
weeks I was there, I learned
so much from the older guys
who had already done these
competitions,” said the
Glenmont, N.Y., native.
“Their instruction can give a

broader depth of under-
standing, regardless of who
the Marine is. Then that
Marine can pass on at least a
portion of that knowledge to
their own Marines.”

Lacy, a fellow instructor
with MTU, also won an indi-
vidual award for his score;
the silver medal for the rifle.

Lacy said his appreciation
for marksmanship stems
from the unbiased potential it
offers people of all genders,
races, religions and languages.

“Anyone can do this,” Lacy
said of competitive shooting.
“It has nothing to do with you
being a strong jock or being
intelligent. It only reflects your
discipline and attention to
detail. Aside from that, marks-
manship ties into everything
we do as Marines.”

Lacy had participated in
competitive shooting on the
east coast prior to this compe-
tition, but had never done as
well. He attributed his success
to a change in mentality and
more humble approach to
learning as much as possible.

“Some people like danc-
ing, I like shooting,” said
Lacy, a Richmond, Va.,
native. “There’s nothing like
watching a shooter in his
zone and knowing that noth-
ing can distract his rhythm.
There’s something almost
poetic about it.”

Lynn said he highly
encourages Marine of all
ranks and units to shoot at
the intramural trials every
October to gain a deeper
understanding of one of the
Marine Corps’ oldest skills.

AA66  AAPPRRIILL 33,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 As we read of the shenanigans, the ear marks, 
 the pork barrel projects, and the machinations 
 of lobbyists and politicians, many of us become 
 cynical.  Some of us are tempted to declare 
 “Every man has his price.”  This pessimistic 
 and negative attitude bothers me and so I offer 
 you a more positive perspective.

 In the early years of the 18 th  century, 
 Sir Robert Walpole, first earl of Oxford, was 
 reputed to have told a colleague that he 
 knew the price of every man in the House 
 of Commons.

 A shortened version of his alleged comment 
 has come down to us as the familiar statement:  
 “Every man has his price.”

 The truth of the matter, however, is that 
 Walpole did not say that at all.

 What he actually said was “I know the price of 
 every man in this House except three.”  That is 
 the truth of the matter.  That is the glory of it all.

 Do not lose heart, my friends.  There has 
 always been and there will always be the 
 “saving remnant.”

 It has been my happy experience through the 
 years to recognize in every profession, every 
 trade, every aspect of business and in every 
 institution, strong men and women of such 
 impeccable character, such decency of mind, 
 such unflinching courage, and, dare I write it, 
 such simple goodness that in time even the 
 most grievous situations have been alleviated.

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 The Rev. Steve and Tajuana Edgar
 Twentynine Palms

      Letterman Jackets, 
      Team Uniforms, 
          T-shirts, Banners,  
        Embroidery, Decals & More

 5865 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms •  361-0300

 4
 It’s Time to Play!

 Sports N’ More

 W E ’ V E   M O V E D ! W E ’ V E   M O V E D !

 Call to reserve your space now!
 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

 To advertise in this space Call  365-3315 or 367-3577
 IRS forms are getting more and more complicated.

 Tax payers need professional options to file their returns properly.

 April 15th is 
 Coming....
 Are you 
 ready?

 Let these Tax 
 professionals
 file the best 
 results for you!

 Your Community Newspapers
 Working to Serve You Better!

 R    &       A

 RARICK & ASSOCIATES
 “S erving The High Desert For Over 25 Years”

 • I NDIVIDUAL  • P ARTNERSHIP

 • C ORPORATIONS  • A LL  S TATES

 • F INANCIAL  P LANNING

 • ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE  IRS

 (760) 228-1829
 57466 29 Palms Hwy., Ste. E 

 Yucca Valley

 Prompt, Professional Service,
 Competitively Priced

 We guarantee our accuracy.
 You’ve got people.

 Visit an H&R Block office location listed below.

 6260 Adobe Road
 Twentynine Palms

 760-361-1040

 55417 29 Palms Hwy
 Yucca Valley
 760-365-7211

 1 If  H&R Block makes an error in the preparation of your tax return, it will pay penalties and intere st caused 
 by such error. If you are audited, H&R Block will also explain your audit and advise you as to docum entation 

 you should provide to the auditing authority. ©2008 H&R  Block Services, Inc.

 You got people*
 H & R  B l o c k *

 The H&R Block Guarantee. 
 Come in today.
 Your people stand by their work. And as part of 
 the H&R Block Guarantee, they’ll pay any 
 penalties and interest owed due to an H&R Block 
 error. They’ll also support you in the unlikely 
 event of an IRS audit 1  When you’ve got people, 
 you’re not alone.

 Evening and afternoon appointments available

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lance Cpl. Jordan R. Lacy, a marksmanship instructor with the Marksmanship Training Unit here, won the second gold
medal at the Western Division Team match at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton March 20.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Ken Calvert, a member of the United
States House of Representatives, talks
with a tour member in Camp Wilson’s
Fitness Center during a tour of the
Combat Center’s training areas March 28.

Combat Center marksmen hit mark at competition

Ranges 200 and 215, where he was
able to walk through the mock train-
ing villages and watch as Marines and
sailors trained through various areas
of the facility.

During the tour of the ranges,
Ricker explained the importance of
the ranges and how the Tactical
Training Exercise Control Group
continuously changes the training to
mirror what service members are run-
ning into while deployed.

“There is a lot more intensive train-
ing going on which is good for these
Marines since this is certainly a much
more dangerous world,” Calvert said.
“The villages we saw where quite
impressive. I realize now what
Marines have to do to prepare them-
selves for war.”

Calvert had the opportunity to walk
through various buildings throughout
the mock towns. During the walk-

through, Calvert was informed on
how each unit is observed and graded
during their training exercises.

Calvert also toured Camp Wilson,
where he was accompanied by Col.
Michael Callaghan, the officer-in-
charge of Mojave Viper’s Support
Detachment, and Sgt. Maj. Jerome
Alford, the Mojave Viper’s Support
Detachment sergeant major.

During his tour of Camp Wilson,
Calvert was shown the dining facili-
ties, the Fitness Center, the exchange
and the Marine Corps Martial Arts
Program area.

“From talking to the Marines I am
very pleased with the training,”
Calvert said. “It is very realistic, which
helps keep the casualties to the mini-
mum.”

At the end of the tour, Calvert left
the Combat Center in assurance that
the Marine Corps is doing everything it
can to properly train Marines and
sailors before a deployment, he said.

TOUR, from A1
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The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, for the upcoming Fri-
day’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000066  FFOORRDD  FF--115500  FFOORR
SSAALLEE,, 25,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. $15,000.
Call (619) 559-2550. 4/3/09

JJEETTTTAA  WWOOLLFFSSBBUURRGG  EEDDII--
TTIIOONN  11..88TT, 5 speed,
80,000 miles. $5,700 OBO.
219-2184. 3/13/09

22000011  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  DDXX,, 5-
speed Transmission, Black,
140K miles 38+ MPG,
(724) 113-2799. 3/13/09

22000055  HHOONNDDAA  AACCCCOORRDD
SSEE.. Moon window power 6
Cylinder $16,500. Leave
message 367-3326.
2/27/09

TTOOYYOOTTAA  TTAACCOOMMAA  TTRRUUCCKK
BBEEDD  DDIIVVIIDDEERR.. Fits 2005-
2008 models. Excellent
condition. Asking $200.
Contact 835-4178. 2/27/09

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, 4
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or 5th
wheel. $3,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 2/27/09

22000066  SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO  11550000HHDD
CCRREEWW  CCAABB,, 36,000 miles,
$18,000, great condition,
extras, call Bryan at 898-
5549. 2/20/09

11999944  TTOOYYOOTTAA  44  RRUUNNNNEERR,,
Needs transmission, every-
thing else is good. Very rea-
sonable. Free towing. Call
365-3039. 2/20/09

22000000  PPOORRSSCCHHEE  BBOOXXTTEERR
33,, Excellent cond., call for
details. $23,000. See lemon
lot. Cell 401-7315. 2/6/09

22000033  CCHHEEVVYY  BBLLAAZZEERR  ZZRR22
EEDDIITTIIOONN,, 68,000 miles,
4x4, lots of extras, great
truck. $11,900 OBO. Call
Ricky 865-0077. 2/6/09

22000055 HHOONNDDAA  SS22000000  CCOONN--
VVEERRTTIIBBLLEE 19” wheels, new
tires, low mileage. Asking
$18,000. See Lemon Lot.
696-7181. 1/16/09 

MMIISSCC..

WWAANNTTEEDD:: CCOOLLTT  11991111  AA11
..4455  PPIISSTTOOLL.. Service issue.
Reasonable price or trade.
Bill. USMC Ret. 367-6030.
4/3/09

CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIBBLLEE  SSEETT  OOFF  2244
MMAARRIINNEE  CCOOIINNSS.. Silver. 25
years old. $1,000. Other sil-
ver coins at different prices.
Bill. 367-6030. 4/3/09

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE.. Large oak
entertainment unit. $100.
Oak bookcase $50. 367-
6030. 4/3/09

WWIIRREE  HHAAIIRREEDD  DDAACCHHSS--
HHUUNNDD,, spayed female, 9
mo., all shots, very sweet,
doesn’t shed, housebroken.
$150. Call 362-4131. 4/3/09

PPUUPPPPYY.. Apricot toy poodle
$200,  1st shot, healthy, pure-
bred,  female. Call 364-1133.
3/27/09

HHOORRSSEE  FFOORR  LLEEAASSEE.. Paint
mare, barrel racer. $220 per
month includes feed and
boarding. Call Tim at 367-
7183. 3/20/09

MMOOVVIIEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE.. $5 per
movie or 5 movies for $20.Call
Tim at 367-7183. 3/20/09

HHPP  77225500NN  DDEESSKKTTOOPP
CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR  22..88GGHHZZ,, 2GB
RAM, 160GB HD + 500GB
removable HD, $500 and
HP DV9308NR 17" laptop
1.6 Ghz, 2GB RAM $500,
865-0076. 3/13/09

LLAARRGGEE  BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT
CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT.. Modern
style, oak finish. 4 glass doors,
silverware drawers, storage
below, and glass shelves.
Excellent condition. $300. Call
Stephen at 567-7921. 2/6/09

SSPPAACCIIOOUUSS  22  BBEEDD,, 22  BBAATTHH
HHOOUUSSEE w/ den, dining room,
large living room w/ fireplace,
central air/swamp, walk-in clos-
ets, indoor laundry, att. two car
garage and storage shed. No
pets. $900 per month +
deposit. Military discount. (330)
497-0261. 2/6/09

CCHHIILLDD’’SS  LLOOFFTT  BBEEDD With
ladder and slide. $50.
367-1630. 1/23/09

OOVVEERR  660000  UUNNOOPPEENNEEDD
DDVVDD’’SS Brand new. Many still
in plastic. $5 a movie, pack-
age deals are negotiable.
Call Tim 367-7183. 1/16/09

3300””,, 1144  KKAARRAATT  GGOOLLDD
CCHHAAIINN,, Italian cut, with 14
CT. gold cross. Paid $1100
just for chain. $800 OBO.
Call Tim 367-7183. 1/16/09

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Kaprece James, the American Red Cross station chair
for the base, hands a glass figurine to Janet Gurganus
and her husband, Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, the
Combat Center’s commanding general during the
American Red Cross awards ceremony March 25 at the
commanding general’s house.

have reached out to and
those who you have helped
when they needed it.

“I truly thank each and
every one of the volunteers
and all they have done.”

As the awards where being
passed out, volunteers were
recognized for the amount of
hours they gave in support of
the Red Cross. Volunteer
hours ranged from 50 to
more than 1000 hours.

The volunteers received

framed awards, Red Cross
backpacks, a glass Red Cross
figurine or a decorated plaque.

A handful of attendees
where also recognized for
being good neighbors.
Although they did not volun-
teer with the American Red
Cross, they contributed to the
success of the Red Cross mis-
sion through their donations
and support.

For more information
regarding the Combat
Center’s American Red Cross,
call 830-6685.

AWARDS, from A3Lean 6 Sigma pushes new leaders
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Business Performance
Office graduated 25 students
from its second green-belt
level Lean Six Sigma course
March 20.

The Lean Six Sigma course
is designed to teach students
how to use continuous process
improvement, or CPI, in their
work areas by reducing waste-
ful habits and preserving limit-
ed resources, said Tina Miller,
the BPO deputy director.

“This course compliments
what leaders here are always
trying to do; serve the
Marines,” Miller said.

The 40-hour course walks
its students through the
process of defining, measuring,
analyzing, improving and con-
trolling any snags in procedure
efficiency, regardless of the
business’s nature and mission.

After students graduate the
green-belt course, they are
instructed to complete a CPI
project on base. After the proj-
ect has been completed, the
students become certified
green belts.

Steven Johnson, the deputy
director of Exercise Support
Division, was one of the stu-
dents who recently graduated
from the course.

“No matter what kind of
work you do, there is always
room for improved processes,”
Johnson said. “If you don’t
look outside the box, you’re

not likely to make any dramatic
improvements. LSS opens
your eyes and allows a better
understanding of what you can
accomplish.”

Dr. Alex Pacheco, the BPO
director, said LSS shows stu-
dents how CPI goes further
than simply making spread-
sheets and maintaining a budget.

“This base is like a small
city,” said Pacheco. “Running
this small city is a multi-million
dollar business whether people
realize it or not.”

Miller agreed, saying that
using CPI has a powerful, indi-
rect impact on the modern
warfighter. These impacts are
made by actions such as reduc-
ing the number of people need-
ed for a project, and increasing
the effectiveness instead.

“Leaders use this program
to become a more efficient
organization instead of asking
for more bodies to validate
their requirements,” Miller
said. “Then we are not wasting
resources to arrive at our goal.
We simply redeploy assets to
buy-down unfunded require-
ments.”

Miller continued, saying she
believes with the Global War
on Terror budget being mere
steps from drying up, persever-
ance of current resources will
allow military forces to operate
as though no budget cuts took
place.

“Historically, the first thing

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Dr. Alex Pacheco, the director of the Business
Performance Officer here, gives a final brief to the
most recent class of green belt Lean Six Sigma
course graduates at building 1707 March 20.See LEAN 6, A8



the Marines had evacuated
the burning vehicle did he
allow himself to be removed
from the turret for medical
treatment.

“I knew I was hit,” he said.
“I guess the adrenaline kept
me going.”

Gustafson humbly stressed
that he was only doing his job,
nothing more.

“Anyone I served with
would have done the same,”
said the Eagan, IL native.
“Heck, if it wasn’t for every-
one else out there, I wouldn’t
have made it.”

After being treated by
corpsmen at the scene, he
was transported to Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in
Germany and then to Walter
Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, D.C.

Upon regaining con-
sciousness after surgery,
Gustafson called his parents

to tell them what happened,
said the 21 year-old.

“We were worried about
him,” said his mother, Kim
Gustafson. “But we knew

everything would work out,
God does have a plan after
all.”

During 2/7’s deployment
to Afghanistan, “the extraor-

dinary became ordinary,” said
Lt. Col Richard Hall, 2/7’s
commanding officer during
the deployment. “I underesti-
mated my Marines and I’m in
awe of what they accom-
plished.”

Known as the hardest hit
battalion in the Marine Corps
during 2008, 2/7 lost over 20
Marines and sailors and sent
over 80 home with serious
injuries during their eight
month deployment to
Afghanistan.

Gustafson is now looking
to the future and says he is
looking forward to a bright
future outside of the Marine
Corps.

“I took a lot of photos in
Afghanistan,” said Gustafson.
“I’m going to go to college in
the fall and try and make a
career out of it.”

Cpl. Brady Gustafson
never faltered during the
ambush and his heroism
helped save the lives of all
the Marines involved.

The valor and courage dis-
played on the streets of
Shewan that July day embod-
ied the core values of the
Marine Corps and sets an
example for all to emulate
and be proud of.

“I’m proud of all the
Marines,” said Kim. “There
are so many heroes, I’m so
lucky to count my son among
one of them.”

AA88  AAPPRRIILL 33,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 Exp. 5/1/09

NAVY CROSS,fromA1

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Cpl. Brady Gustafson [left] and Richard Blasongame [right], both Navy Cross recipients,
shake hands and exchange words after the ceremony honoring Gustafson at Lance
Cpl. Torrey Grey Field March 27.

G

A

T

E

S

A

M

E

B

A

S

S

O

R

U

H

R

A

L

U

M

A

S

W

A

N

I

D

E

A

L

O

G

S

P

H

I

L

E

P

I

C

M

U

F

F

S

T

E

N

T

S

S

T

I

L

E

T

T

O

W

I

N

G

T

I

R

E

R

H

O

S

I

R

A

P

A

Y

N

E

S

T

O

R

M

N

O

N

R

I

O

T

T

A

H

O

E

S

T

A

T

A

R

F

R

U

L

E

D

L

I

O

N

S

M

E

L

E

X

E

C

P

U

M

A

I

S

L

E

A

M

E

R

I

C

A

S

A

N

G

L

E

S

M

O

L

E

T

R

U

C

O

H

E

N

R

E

D

O

P

I

E

R

O

P

T

E

D

O

R

E

S

T

O

N

G

P

E

S

T

S

B

A

L

I

A

N

T

E

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
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SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

the government does when
it starts running out of
resources is making budget
cuts,” Miller said. “We want
to make sure those budgets
don’t happen at the expense
of our warfighter.”

Pacheco said as students
enrolled in the course, are
assigned to teams, presented
with problems and forced
to brainstorm creative solu-
tions, they are stretching the
longevity of the American
tax payer’s dollars and mili-
tary resources.

The success of the stu-
dent in the classroom may
transition into bigger suc-
cess for organizations in the
Marine Corps, Pacheco said.

“The CPI program here
in Twentynine Palms is the
best in the Marine Corps,”
Pacheco said about a recent
Headquarters Marine Corps
study. “It feels good to be

setting a goal for the Marine
Corps, and we don’t want to
be surpassed.”

Pacheco added he and
Miller believe the success of
the program is not due to
budget, classroom time or
additional training. Rather,
it’s the hard work of each
leader who enters the
course as a student and
emerges with the inspiration
to make a difference.

“We want to say that this
program has been so suc-
cessful because of the
insightful leadership on this
base,” Pacheco said. “The
early success they get from
this program will help them
meet the mission at lower
costs and cycle time.”

LSS may initiate a yellow
belt course this year to give
more base officials and lead-
ers a stepping stone to the
green belt courses. For more
information, call the BPO at
830-1186.

LEAN 6, from A7

weapon.
“This training we are

doing is what is going to help
us out later,” he said about
future deployments. “It is a
big part of what 3rd LAR
does, we move in vehicles,
but are capable of getting
out on foot as well.”

Marines who participated
in the training agreed it was
incredibly valuable for them
to do.

“I think I did pretty good.
All my shots were good ones
and I made it through the
buddy rush course pretty
fast,” said Lance Cpl. Sterling
Baker, an LAV crewman
with Company E and a
native of Albuquerque, N.M.
“This stuff is good to go,
and it doesn’t hurt to run
around in the field either, it
can even be fun sometimes.”

With the rest of the bat-
talion recently deployed, the
company will work on sharp-
ening their skills for their
first deployment.

3RD LAR, from A1



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a
paralegal clerk with the
Combat Center’s Staff Judge
Advocate and a native of New
Britain, Conn., began his
weekly expeditions to experi-
ence Southern California by
an attraction tucked away in
the rocky hills of the Mojave
National Reserve, known as
Mitchell’s Cavern, on Saturday.

After the two–hour scenic
drive to the cavern, the day
started with an explosion of

knowledge when Mike Ray, a
cavern tour guide on
Kristopik’s adventure, filled
his head with information
about geology, and the histo-
ry of the cavern.

“I had no idea a place like
this could have been a tourist
attraction since before the
Great Depression,” Kristopik
said. “And it’s cool that the state
of California bought it from
two homesteaders to keep it
open as a tourist attraction.”

Ray told the story of the
origin, and a short history of
the cavern.

“The two of them, Jack
Mitchell and his wife Ida,
owned it as a homestead, and
in the late 1920’s made it into
a bed and breakfast and gave
tours of the cavern,” Ray
said. “The state bought it in
1956 and ever since then it
has been a hard-to-find, but
interesting tourist attraction.”

Kristopik said he learned a
great deal from Ray, not just
about the history of the cave,
but how it was made too.

“I learned the difference
between stalagmites, and sta-
lactites, and how they’re all
formed,” he said. “Before
today, I would have thought
those were bars on the Jersey
Shore or something,” he said
referring to the stalactite for-
mations that seemed to drip
down from the ceiling.

Kristopik said the cavern
has altered the way he sees
the world.

“I’ve been living my life
wrong this whole time,” he
said. “Being almost com-
pletely at one with nature,

and experiencing the caves
like this has really brought me
out of my element.”

The entire time Kristopik
was on the tour, he said he
was really impressed and fully
engrossed by the rock forma-
tions. Once he almost walked
face-first into a long spike of
solid rock hanging from the
ceiling of the cave.

“I just about walked into
the stalactite, and I’m the last
one in line,” he said after
nearly hitting his head.

Kristopik said the different
setting was unlike anything he
ever experienced or expected.

“I wore sandals today not
even considering that I would
be walking around rat-
tlesnakes and other danger-
ous things in the wilderness,”
he said. “Scorpions, and rat-
tlesnakes; I’m terrified of
them. All day I was the only
one on the tour in sandals.

“I’m kind of a city guy at
heart, and it’s really cool to
start sightseeing in the middle
of nowhere like this,” he said.

Kristopik said the tour
was “one of the best tours –
period.”

“The tour guide was great,
he kept me interested the
entire time and really knew
his stuff about the cave sys-
tem,” Kristopik said. “I’ve
never really been in a cave
before. Deep–down I took
some cool stuff from there, it
was one of those live, learn,
love, kind of situations.”

Kristopik said his recent
cave outing was a good way
to begin his exploration of
Southern California.

“This place is good, it’s a
nice hidden away spot,” he
said. “It’s one of those places
you would have to look for to
find. Not easy to get to
because of the back roads
and small towns, but it is def-
initely a good place to see.”

Kristopik said the cavern is
an even more unique spot to
visit because of its seclusion.

“I was talking to one of the
park rangers and he said it took
him almost three hours to go

get supplies,” he said. “He did-
n’t even call it groceries – he
called it supplies. That just
shows you he probably has to
go to Costco and buy stuff in
bulk and survive out here on
his own. That actually seems
like a pretty sweet deal.”

Kristopik said the seclu-
sion is what makes the area
around the cave such a
beautiful place.

“It’s far removed from any
towns or cities, which is why
the countryside out here is so
incredible,” he said. “It’s
breathtaking to see places like
this. In the city where I’m from
it’s nothing but congestion.
This is good. This is healthy.”

Mitchell’s Cavern is a great
place to visit even for some-
one who is not that “into”
geology, he said.

“I would definitely recom-
mend this for others to check
out,” he said. “It was a long
drive and we killed a lot of
bugs on the windshield, but it
was worth it. And I think they
would appreciate being hit on
the way to such a cool place.”

The way to the cavern is
long, but simple. It is located
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See EXPLOITS, B4

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Gary Sinise, the co-star of the six-time Oscar winning movie Forrest Gump, and bass guitar player for the Lt. Dan Band,
reaches out to one of his newest fans during their show Saturday night at the Sunset Cinema.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a paralegal with the Combat Center’s Staff Judge Advocate,
looks up at a large formation of stalactites. Stalactites are formed over thousands of
years from ceilings of caves.

See LT. DAN, B4

PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band made a fifth appear-
ance to the Combat Center and rocked a packed crowd
at the Sunset Cinema Saturday.

This free appearance gave base personnel and their
families a chance to see a great show on base and an
opportunity to meet ‘Lt. Dan’ and get the entire band’s
autographsfrom the band members.

Sinise is best known for his roles in such films as
Forrest Gump, The Green Mile and Apollo 13, and
the hit television show CSI: New York. Despite his
busy schedule, Sinise continues to give his time to sup-
port the troops stationed in the U.S. and overseas.

The 12-member band played several genres of
music that gave those in attendance an opportunity to
rock out to music they enjoy. The songs they played
ranged from artists like Lynyrd Skynyrd to
Evanescence.

The show started with Mari Anne Jayme singing a
heartwarming rendition of The Star Spangled Banner.

The band then raised the tempo, singing classic
American songs that got just about everyone on their
feet and singing along.

During a cover of Lebelle’s “Lady Marmalade,” they
called the ladies in attendance to join the band on stage
to sing along and dance.

After a few more American classics, Julie

Aaron’s Exploits; journey begins deep underground
EEddiittoorr’’ss  nnoottee::  This is the first installment of a
weekly feature in the Observation Post where we
follow Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a single Marine
aboard the Combat Center, as he explores
Southern California in search of cheap or free
attractions for service members as a chance to get
out of the barracks after he said he “realized the
Combat Center seems to be a geographical oddity,
where if someone drives two hours in any direction
they will hit an awesome tourist attraction.” This
week he headed northeast, to the isolated

Why 
that’s 

Lt. Dan

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik,
a paralegal with the
Combat Center’s Staff
Judge Advocate office,
squeezes through a hole in
Mitchell’s Cavern. Kristopik,
an avid traveler began his
sightseeing journey around
Southern California with a
trip to the cavern.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..
DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Throughout the Marine
Corps, Twentynine Palms is
known for its desert land-
scape, intolerable heat and
the infamous pre-deploy-
ment training package
dubbed “Mojave Viper.”

However, the City of
Twentynine Palms is known
for its rich history that dates
back nearly a century before
the Marine Corps came to
town in 1952.

According to archaeologi-
cal evidence, several Native
American tribes inhabiting
the area for thousands of
years, but the first recorded
expeditions into the Mojave
Desert did not occur until the
mid-1800s.

In 1844, Army Capt. John
C. Fremont, a topographical
engineer, ventured through
the Mojave Desert during his
first expedition in Southern
California and reported to the
War Department in
Washington, D.C., that “The

contents of this great basin are
yet to be examined,” accord-
ing to “The Twentynine Palms
Story,” written by author
Hazel M. Spell.

Although Fremont passed
through the Morongo Basin,
the first recorded expedition
in the Twentynine Palms area
did not occur until 1855 when
Col. Henry Washington, the
deputy surveyor under con-
tract with the United States
Surveyor General of
California, made contact with
members of the Chemehuevi
tribe near what is now called
the Oasis of Mara.

The 1849 California Gold
Rush brought prospectors
into the Death Valley area in
search of riches. By the
1870s, overcrowding in
Death Valley caused prospec-
tors to head south.

According to “The
Twentynine Palms Story,” the
first known prospector to
begin mining in the area was
Bill McHaney. The oasis was
also a popular stop for other
prospectors who stopped to
rest and replenish their water

before heading further into
the desert.

The mining industry soon
expanded in the Morongo
Basin and boomed until 1917
when the United States
entered World War I.
However, the “War to End All
Wars” would soon pave the
way for the population boom
in the area, said Pat Heumann,
a Twentynine Palms
Historical Society historian.

Although the Homestead
Act came to pass in 1862,
which gave 160 acres of land
to any American citizen or
intended citizen who has never
taken up arms against the
United States, many home-
steaders heading west had no
desire to settle in the desert due
to its harsh climate and lack of
farming opportunities.

After World War I, many
veterans suffered from pul-
monary ailments caused by
the use of chemical weapons.
Dr. James B. Luckie spent
years treating these veterans
after the war ended and
determined the need for a
dry climate would help them
recover. Luckie, who is
regarded as “the father of
Twentyine Palms,” also

donated 40 acres of his land
to the American Legion,
which has since become
known as Luckie Park.

“The town has had mili-
tary history here, even before
Condor Field and the Marine
Corps base,” Heumann said.
“Most of the original home-
steaders in the 1920s were
World War I veterans seeking
a drier climate, so they settled
here and helped build the
town.”

With the Homestead Act
still in effect, many veterans
began filing claims to receive

land in the Mojave Desert.
Frank Bagley, who served
with the American
Expeditionary Force in
Europe as an aviator, settled
in Twentynine Palms in 1927
with his family.

Bagley’s Market, which is
now the location of the Plaza
shopping center off of Two
Mile Road, was the first gro-
cery store in Twentynine
Palms and, along with the
construction of the first
schoolhouse that same year,
helped give the town a feeling
of permanence in the
Morongo Basin.

According to the book
“Images of America:
Twentynine Palms,” Bagley
later became a well-known
figure in Twentynine Palms
by building the town’s post
office next to his store and
serving as postmaster from
1930 to 1937.

Bagley also helped build a
number of businesses still in
existence today, including
Smith’s Ranch and the water
shed. He was also actively
involved in the American
Legion, the Lions Club and the
Little Church of the Desert.

His wife, Helen Bagley, was
also an active member of the
budding community. She
served as the San Bernardino
County branch librarian from
1930 and 1940, and was also an
active member of the school
board from 1928 to 1938.

Together, the Bagleys tire-
lessly helped newly-arriving
homesteaders obtain land,
open businesses and feel wel-
come in Twentynine Palms.
In 1978, Helen Bagley pub-
lished a book titled “Sand in

My Shoe,” which chronicles
the early days of the home-
steaders in the town.

The added attraction of
the Joshua Tree National
Monument, now called
Joshua Tree National Park,
was created in 1936 and
began attracting thousands of
visitors each year. The mines
also boomed again during the
Great Depression, when
poverty-stricken Americans
headed west in search of
employment opportunities.
However, mining was ceased
again at the outbreak of
World War II.

When the war began,
Twentynine Palms seemed
doomed to “ghost town” sta-
tus, since many of the young
men living there were called
to war. The situation changed
when the Army Air Forces
began training glider pilots at
Condor Field, which is now
the Combat Center, to fight
in World War II.

After the war, the base was
deactivated, but the town
continued to grow. More
homes and businesses were
erected, and residents steadily
trickled in to occupy the area.
It wasn’t until 1952 that the
Marine Corps established
what is now the Combat
Center, which has since
grown to accommodate a
variety of training.

Since its discovery,
Twentynine Palms has grown
from an oasis of palm trees to
an “Oasis of Murals.” Today,
much of the town’s colorful
history can be viewed in the
form of 18 murals painted on
the sides of buildings
throughout the area.
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TTUUEESS.. 44//77 SSAATT.. 44//1188

FFRRII.. 55//1155

MMOONN.. 44//1133 TTHHUURRSS.. 44//2233

CChhrriiss  WWaalltteerrss  aaccoouussttiicc  oolldd
sscchhooooll  bblluueess  wwiitthh  ssppeecciiaall  gguueessttss
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: 29 Palms Inn
73950 Inn Avenue
Twentynine Palms
367-3505

TThhee  ccoommeeddyy  ooff  
LLiissaa  LLaammppaanneellllii
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Dr.
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 
(888) 999-1995

FFRRII.. 44//1177

SSAATT.. 44//1111

DDoonn  FFeellddeerr,, AAnn  EEvveenniinngg  aatt  tthhee
HHootteell  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino Resort
46-200 Harrison Pl.
Coachella
For more info call 866-377-6829 or
visit http://www.spotlight29.com

RRaammoonn  AAyyaallaa  iinn  ccoonncceerrtt
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info call 
(800) 252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasino
resort.com

SSAATT.. 44//1188 SSAATT.. 44//2255

UUBB4400
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort 
and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info call 
(800) 252-4499 or visit http://
www.morongocasinoresort.com

SSAATT.. 55//2233

AAllllmmaann  BBrrootthheerrss  BBaanndd  &&  DDoooobbiiee
BBrrootthheerrss
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy. Indio
For more info call (800) 827-2946
or visit http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

SSoonnggwwrriittiinngg  PPooeettrryy  &&  RRhhyytthhmm  CClluubb
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Water Canyon Coffee Co.
55844 29 Palms Highway
Yucca Valley. West end of Yucca
Valley, corner of 29 Palms Hwy.
and Pioneertown Road.
760-365-7771

LLiittttllee  PPeettrrooggllyypphh  CCaannyyoonn  TToouurrss
Time: All day event
Where: Maturango Museum
100 East Las Flores Ave.
Ridgecrest. Museum hours are
from 10 a.m., to 5 p.m. every
day except major holidays. e-
mail: matmus3@maturango.org

IInnddiiaa  AArriiee  &&  MMuussiiqq  SSoouullcchhiilldd
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy. Indio
For more info call (800) 827-2946
or visit http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 10% Active
 Military Discount

 The Men’s Room
 S HAVING  & G ROOMING  G EAR  F OR  M EN

 174 North Palm Canyon Drive
 Palm Springs, CA 92262
 760 778 6787
 Open Sun-Wed 10-6 Thur-Sat 10-8
 TheMensRoom @ XPECT

 Straight Razors
 Double Edge Blades & Handles

 Colognes
 Shaving Creams and Soaps

 Skin Care

 ClassicShaving.com

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 4/3/09 -  4/9/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Monsters  v s. Aliens
 (PG)

 The Haunting In 
 Connecticut

 (PG13)

 Fast & Furious 4
 (PG13)

 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 12 Rounds

 (PG13)
 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

JJaamm  NNiigghhtt
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Mama Hillybeans
426 E Tehachapi Blvd.
Tehachapi
(661)822-BEAN

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  TTWWEENNTTYYNNIINNEE  PPAALLMMSS  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  WWEEBB  SSIITTEE

Citizens of Twentynine Palms stand in front of the original
Twentynine Palms town hall in 1932.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  TTWWEENNTTYYNNIINNEE  PPAALLMMSS  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  WWEEBB  SSIITTEE

A gold mill near Twentynine Palms in 1941. After World War I ended, the mining
industry in the region spiked again and boomed until the outbreak of World War II.

‘The Twentynine Palms story’
From miners to Marines



PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Chris Apodaca, a player
on the MCCES team,
soars through the air as
he serves the ball to his
opponents, Naval Hospital
Twentynine Palms, during
a Wednesday night game
at the West Gym.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AAPPRRIILL 33,,  22000099 BB33

Jason
Wareham, a
player with
HQBN 2,
returns a
volley during
their game
against
HQBN 1 in
their
Wednesday
night game
at the West
Gym. HQBN
2 lost both
matches of
the game.PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lorenzo Alford (in blue) with the Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital basketball team attempts to steal the ball from
a Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School All-
Star team member during a game at the Combat
Center’s East Gym Wednesday.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School All-
Star team member Jay Simmons slips past Robert E. Bush
Naval Hospital basketball team member Will Roots during
a game at the Combat Center East Gym Wednesday.

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

 Relay For Life of Yucca Valley
 Yucca Valley High School

 April 25, 2009
 9:00 am Saturday ‘til 9:00 am Sunday

 Celebrate. Remember. Fight Back!

 For further event information, please contact 
 Maria Selva, Team Captain at (760) 365-3315 ext 224

 Register as a team or a survivor, 
 make a donation, volunteer or 
 purchase a Luminaria bag In 

 Honor or In memory of someone.
  Enter to win one of many gifts. 

 All proceeds go to Relay for Life.

 H i-D esert Pu b lishin g Co.
 You r Com m u nity N ewspapers, W orking to serve you better
 56445 29 Pa lm s Hwy., Y u cca  Va lley, CA  92284

 We’re Fighting Back

 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.’s team “Trailing Stars” will be “Cruising for a 
 Cure” for 24 straight hours in an effort to help raise enough money for 
 the cure of all cancers.

 Doors • Windows • Plumbing • Electrical Paint  
 Hardware • Tools • Roofing • Lighting

 Lumber • Masonry • Equipment Rentals

 10% 
 OFF

 Regular Retail Price. Subject to items in stock or 
 on-hand quanities. Not valid on contractor sales 

 quote. Limit one per customer. Exp. 4-17-09

    Yucca Valley
 7054 Old Woman Springs Rd. • 

 365-2359
 Mon - Fri 6:30-5:30 Sat 7:30-5 Sun 8:00-3

 Twentynine Palms
 6854 Adobe Rd. 

 367-7581
 Mon - Fri 8-5 Sat 7:30-5 Sun 8-4

Combat Center sports standings

CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall’’ss
IInnttrraammuurraall  VVoolllleeyybbaallll

LLeeaagguuee
TTeeaamm    WWiinnss  LLoosssseess

HQBN #1 2 0
Hospital 2 1
MCCES 1 2
HQBN #2 1 2
HOSPITAL #2 0 1

WWeeddnneessddaayy’’ss  ssccoorreess

HQBN #1  defeats MCCES

MCCES  defeats HOSPITAL #1

HOSPITAL #1 defeats HOSPITAL #2

22000099  IInnttrraammuurraall  BBaasskkeettbbaallll
SSttaannddiinnggss  aass  ooff TThhuurrssddaayy

TTeeaamm    WWiinnss  LLoosssseess
MCCES All-Stars 11 0
NHTP 10 1
Ole School Plus 9 2
MCCES A 7 4
MCCES Party 6 5
1st Tanks 6 5
IPAC 5 6
MWSS-374 (B) 4 7
3rd CEB 4 7
CLB-7 2 9
MWSS-374 (A) 2 9

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Chris Lynch, a player for HQBN 1, slides the
ball past the defender, Jason Wareham, during
their Wednesday night game against HQBN 2.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

The Marine Corps Communications-Electronics
School All-Star team member Antonio Ewings pass-
es to teammate Jay Simmons during an intense
round against Naval Hospital Twentynine Palms.

Stay Proud

Stay Marine



outside the small town of
Essex, Calif., with a popula-
tion of only 100 people.

Soon-to-be patrons leav-
ing from the Combat Center

need only to follow Amboy
Road, turn right on old Route
66, heading toward Needles,
Calif., and take Essex Road
north to the cavern at the
Mitchell’s Cavern sign.

Admission is $2 for chil-

dren five and under, and $5
all others.

For more information, to
book a spot on the tour or to
make camping reservations,
contact Mitchell’s Cavern at
(760) 928–2596.

BB44  AAPPRRIILL 33,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 4-8-09

 PRICE  PRICE

 72878 29 Palms Hwy. • Twentynine Palms
 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.
 05 VW BEETLE

 #409461

 WAS $16,888
         $11,888  PRICE

 04 TOYOTA COROLLA

 #281902

 WAS $13,888
         $11,588

 PRICE

 08 CHRYSLER SEBRING

 #271319

 WAS $22,888
         $18,888

 #735248

 WAS $19,888
         $15,888

 06 JEEP WRANGLER X

 6 SPD  6 SPD 
 MANUAL MANUAL

 03 FORD THUNDERBIRD

 #105197

 WAS $21,888
         $18,888 PRICE

 07 CHEVY COBALT LS

 #315084

 WAS $17,888
         $14,888

 FACTORY FACTORY
 WARRANTY WARRANTY

 04 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE

 #1030783

 WAS $15,888
         $12,888

 PRICE

 03 HONDA ACCORD

 #016666

 WAS $15,888
         $12,888

 V6 V6

 PRICE

 V6  V6 
 POWER  POWER 
 MOON  MOON 
 ROOF ROOF

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE

 POWER  POWER 
 MOON  MOON 
 ROOF ROOF
 4 CYL 4 CYL

 CUTE CUTE

 07 FORD FOCUS ZX5 SES

 PRICE

 PRICE PRICE

 05 DODGE DURANGO

 #595521

 WAS $18,888
         $14,588 PRICE

 HEMI HEMI
 3RD ROW 3RD ROW
 LEATHER LEATHER

 C OLLECTOR’S C OLLECTOR’S
 ITEM HARDTOP ITEM HARDTOP
 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE

 V-8 V-8

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride from  Ride from 

 Base Base

 *On site  *On site 
 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days for  to 60 days for 
 1st payment 1st payment

 $ 9
 , 8 8 8

 $ 9
 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.

 A
D

O
B

E
 R

O
A

D

 M
E

S
Q

U
IT

E
 S

P
R

IN
G

S

 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8
 5 SPEED  5 SPEED 
 POWER  POWER 

 MOON ROOF  MOON ROOF 
 FACTORY  FACTORY 

 WARRANTY WARRANTY

 #319367

 WAS $17,888
         $16,888

 Copper Mountain College Copper Mountain College

 FOUNDATION FOUNDATION
 For registration 

 call 366-3791 Ext. 4200 or
 visit www.theCMCF.org

 April 4, 2009 • 7 am
 Desert Winds Golf Course

 aboard the MCAGCC (open to the public)
 $60 each, includes 18 holes of golf, Continental breakfast, lunch, 

 Awards Dinner, contests, prizes, driving range

 25th Annual Golf 

 25th Annual Golf 

 SCRAMBLE
 SCRAMBLE

 Live Auction!
 • 52” LCD TV
 • Blu-ray Disc Player
 • And much more!

EXPLOITS, from B1

Dealing damage at Disney

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJ.. JJ.. BBUUTTLLEERR

Members of Fight Club 29, the Combat Center’s mixed martial arts team, show off
their medals from the Disney Martial Arts Festival at the Anaheim Convention
Center in Anaheim, Calif., March 28. Fighters Nate Wolf, Omar Askew, and Dan
Marquez earned gold medals. Jarret Edwards won a silver medal, and Blake
Birchfield won a bronze medal. Fight Club 29’s next tournament is the Pankration
State Championship at Santa Ana College in Santa Ana, Calif., Sunday.

Dutchek and Gina Gonzalez called
one lucky Marine on stage and sere-
naded him with Beyonce Knowles’
“Crazy in Love” while competing for
the Marine’s attention.

The band plans to come back next year
and hopefully for years to come, said Kelly
Coe, the special event coordinator with
MCCS. “The families and troops love him.”

Gary Sinise agreed, saying he hopes his
schedule allows him to come back next year.

“I know there’s not much out here,”
said Sinise. “The people seem to enjoy
when I come. I hope they see that they’re
appreciated.”

He ended the night personally thank-
ing all the Marines he could for their
service, shaking hands with fans and
signing autographs.

Keep an eye open next March, another
great show may be on the way.

LT. DAN, from B1

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Gary Sinise wails on his guitar during a
show Saturday night at the Sunset Cinema.


