
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..
NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s
Marine Corps Tactics and
Operations Group bid
farewell to its first com-
manding officer and wel-
comed a new leader.

Col. Michael P. Killion,
the outgoing MCTOG
commanding officer,
passed the colors on to
Col. William F. Mullen III,
the incoming command-
er, during a change of
command ceremony at
building 1707 April 3.

Killion, who came to
MCTOG in June 2007,
led the unit throughout its
formation process. The
command was officially at
mission-capable capacity
by March 2008, and has
since held two successful
Operations and Tactics
Instructor Courses. The
third course is scheduled
for May 10.

The New Jersey
helped bolster MCTOG’s
capabilities with combat
and contingency opera-
tions experience from
past deployments to
Bosnia-Herznagovnia,
Liberia, Central African
Republic, Cuba, Horn of
Africa, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan.

Mullen comes to
MCTOG from the Naval
War College in
Washington, D.C., and has
participated in numerous
other leadership courses
around the world, includ-
ing the Army’s Airborne
and Ranger schools, the
Marine Corps’ Summer
Mountain Leader Course,
and the Royal Marines’
Arctic Warfare School.

His vast wealth of
knowledge from
Operations Desert Storm

and Iraqi Freedom,
counter-narcotics opera-
tions, and serving as both
a plans and operations
officer will also aide him
in his new command.

“He [Killion] did a
great job here and this
organization is adding a
great deal of value to the
Marine Corps as a whole
due to his efforts, and also
the efforts of all the peo-
ple working here,” Mullen
said. “It is simply amazing
to me what they have
accomplished after start-
ing from scratch during
the summer of 2007.

“I am excited about
the opportunity presented
by taking over MCTOG
and also at the prospects
for the future of this
organization,” he said.

MCTOG’s mission is
to provide advanced and
standardized training in
Marine Air-Ground Task
Force operations at the
battalion and regimental
levels, and to enhance the
training and operational
performance of Ground
Combat Element units,
according to White
Letter 04-08, published
by the Commandant of
the Marine Corps Gen.
James T. Conway May 27,
2008.

MCTOG personnel
are responsible for train-
ing select Marines at the
battalion and regimental
levels through OTIC to
combat the enemy – an
enemy who has also
adapted to the rigors of
the contemporary battle-
field.

Although Killion will
be missed by the
MCTOG staff, Mullen’s
leadership will carry
MCTOG into the future
and help successfully train
OTIC students.
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L.I.N.K.S. CAX helps kids taste
Marine Corps life ~ See A3

Fight Club
grabs silver
in Golden
State
See B1

Combat
Center leads
the way in
an energy
efficient
Corps
See A6

Aaron sets sail to SeaWorld ~ See B1

Marines and sailors
with Company L,
3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment,
conduct a patrol
early Tuesday
morning at the
Combat Center’s
Noble Pass training
area as part of a
week-long prepara-
tion for their Mojave
Viper pre-deploy-
ment exercise.
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The Combat Center has adopted a night-sky initiative to reduce energy usage aboard the base and cut down on light pollution, which means more stars can be seen by
the surrounding community.

‘Thundering Third’ 
prepares to tame Viper
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Marines and sailors of 3rd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment prepared for
their Mojave Viper pre-deployment
exercise training their small unit to
company level combat skills from
Monday to today.

The purpose of the training is to
gain proficiency from the individual
Marine to eventually the battalion
level, through refresher and small-unit
training, said Maj. Rigoberto Colon,

the battalion operations officer and a
native of New York.

“This is part of the battalion’s build-
ing block approach to training,” Colon
said. “Our approach is to start at the
lowest level; the individual Marine. Then
we build up through our training and
refreshing tactics all the way to the com-
pany level out here.”

The next step in preparation for the
battalion’s upcoming deployment will
be operating at battalion strength, their
largest level during Mojave Viper.

“Right now we’re only moving up

to the company level,” he said Tuesday,
before the bulk of the training began.
“We’re certifying all of our Marines at
the platoon level right now. Later in
the week we’re going to be operating
with whole companies doing live-fire
ranges.”

Colon said the rifle platoons and
eventually companies would be per-
forming patrols as well as assault cours-
es during the day and night in addition
to the battalion’s other elements using
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Over the past few years, mili-
tary installations worldwide
have been making vast
efforts to “go green” and cut
down on energy usage.

In an effort to reduce the

light pollution and energy
footprint made by the
Combat Center, the Public
Works Division is replacing all
the current outdoor lighting
aboard the base with energy-
efficient light fixtures.

The energy manager for
Headquarters Marine Corps
at Marine Corps Base

Quantico, Va., Scott
Houldsworth, said the transi-
tion to renewable energy
sources is an important part
of the Marine Corps’ mis-
sion.

We must ensure a secure
and reliable energy supply to
support the operating forces
and their families through the

energy efficient management
of facilities’ infrastructure,
Houldsworth said. We also
need to reduce the operating
costs of the Marine Corps
facilities.

The lighting project began
approximately three months
ago as part of a Night-Sky
Initiative to reduce the

amount of light seen from
the base in the surrounding
community.

“We used to have the old
globe-style lights for our
streetlights, but what we’ve
done is gone to a flat light
design that focuses more
light onto the ground,” said
Gary Morrissett, the PWD

energy manager. “We’re also
replacing all the lights on the
buildings with security lights
that have hoods to focus light
down.”

The old 400-watt, high
pressure sodium light bulbs
will also be replaced with

MCTOG receives
new commander

See VIPER, A8

Combat Center replacing lights, saving energy

See LIGHTS, A6



AACCRROOSSSS
1. “That’s the truth!”
6. VHS alternative,

once
10.Oodles
14.100-meter dash, e.g.
15.City areas, informally
16.Big do
17.Casio holder
19.Make eyes at
20.__ Z (the works)
21.Soup to __ (the

works)
22.Muppets’ creator
24.Like a rubberband
26.100-meter dash, e.g.
27.Lone Star States ch.
28.Western neckwear
32.Heckles
35.Circus stunt, e.g.
36.“__ victory!”
37.Actor Epps
38.+ and –
39.Early Briton
40.Square dance seat
41.Gay Nineties and 

Roaring Twenties
42.Essential parts

43.Full of oneself
45.Snapshot, for short
46.Toe in the water, say
47. Scavenging wild dogs
51.Space cloud
54.Blood fluids
55.Moon jumper of

rhyme
56.Waffle cooker
57.Theme park feature
60.Bench material
61.__ and anon
62.Marsh growth
63.Blacken, in a way
64.Blue staters, for 

short
65.Early stage
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

3RD ASSAULT AMPHIBIAN BATTALION,
COMPANY D

“Overall it is a
good thing.

We have motivated
Marines in all MOS’s

that want to be part of
the fight any way they

can.”
2ND LT. MICHAEL ARTHUR

STAFF SGT. KOREY EVANS

MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON 374,
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

“It is good. It gives
everyone a

chance to expand their
horizons and do some-

thing new.”

HEADQUARTERS BATTALION, COMPANY A

“It is awesome and it is
a good opportunity

for everyone to get their
training in.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine
Corps or Department of Defense.

HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  ffeeeell  aabboouutt  MMaarrSSOOCC
ooppeenniinngg  ttoo  aallll  MMOOSS’’ss??

LANCE CPL. JACOB LUCERO

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a pri-
vate firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or
the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract
with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commer-
cial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members
of the military services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States
government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The
appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-
Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political
affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless oth-
erwise indicated are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be direct-
ed to the Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during nor-
mal working hours at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Not yet experienced

in
2. Humpty Dumpty

shaped
3. Reveal, as feelings
4. Business card 

abbr.
5. Natives
6. Western formation
7. Blows it
8. Sked abbr.
9. Paving materials
10.Have __ (air 

a grievance)
11.Drops back
12.Nobel Prize city
13.In that case
18.Crewmate of

Uhura
23.Green’s prefix
25.Part of an 

audiophile’s rig
26.Colorful horses
28.Sired, biblically
29.__ for the long 

haul
30.Mark indelibly

31.They’re often 
stewed

32.“Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon”
desert

33.Mosque VIP
34.Soothing stuff
35.Who’s position, in 

a comedy routine
38.Had a tough time 

deciding
42.“Guernica” painter

Pablo
44.Pa. neighbor
45.Catherine  __ 

(Henry VIII’s sixth)
47.Bleacherites’ barbs
48.HCl and HF
49.Elks’ place
50.Like dessert wines
51.Tiny drinks
52.Toledo’s lake
53.__ fide
54.Meerschaum part
58.St. crossing
59.Spy novelist 

Deighton

Combat Center Spotlight
EEmmppllooyyeeee:: Edna
Espinoza
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: CZee
Cyberzone Internet
Center
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Manager
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Customer
service, payroll, schedul-
ing, inventory
HHoommeettoowwnn:: San
Antonio, Texas
HHoobbbbiieess:: Reading, and
I am addicted to
Sudoku
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  mmoosstt
aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb:: It keeps
me busy and I enjoy

seeing new faces everyday. I love to work.
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt  ssiinnccee  aabbooaarrdd  MMCCAAGGCCCC::
Going through my husband’s two deployments to Iraq.
AAnnyy  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee:: No, my husband has been in for 13
years.
TTiimmee  eemmppllooyyeedd  aatt  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: 3 years.

1 2 3
4 5 1 6 7

8 9 2
2 6 3 1
1 5

9 7 8 4

9 8 5
6 3 9 1 2

5 4 7

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA55]]

Hot Topics

AASSYYMMCCAA  SSUUMMMMEERR  CCAAMMPP
Armed Services YMCA is hosting a free
summer camp for children of active duty
service members who are 8-14 years of
age. Registration is limited to the first 86
children. The deadline to sign up is June
11. To register, visit the ASYMCA for a
registration form at Building 192 across
from Carl’s Jr. Current physical and shot
records are required. The registration
form must be brought by the parent or
legal guardian. Service member or
dependent's military ID is required. For
more information call 830-7481.

IIMMMMIIGGRRAATTIIOONN
The Legal Assistance Office, building
1514, assists all active duty (no fee) and
their spouses ($675) with becoming a
U.S. citizen. Pick up a packet. Schedule
an appointment when forms are com-
plete. A military outreach by U.S.
Citizenship & Immigration Services is
scheduled for June 4. Immigration offi-
cers will assist active duty & family mem-
bers with all types of immigration issues,
including naturalization, permanent resi-
dent status, VISAs, petitions, applica-
tions, immigration forms, and answering
questions. For more info and to sched-
ule an appointment please call 830-6111.

EEAASSTTEERR  EEGGGG  HHUUNNTT
An Easter Egg Hunt will be held at Felix
Field April 11 from 12 to 3 p.m., featuring
free food, games and entertainment. For
more information call 830-6464.

33--OONN--33  BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL  AANNDD
VVOOLLLLEEYYBBAALLLL  TTOOUURRNNEEYY
SSEETT  FFOORR  LLUUCCKKIIEE  PPAARRKK

Naval Hospital Twentynine Palms
Hospital Corps Committee is sponsoring
a 3-on-3 basketball and 3-on-3 volleyball
tournament at Luckie Park May 9, to
support the 111th Hospital Corps’ birth-
day. Games begin at noon and will con-
tinue until 5 p.m. Prizes will be awarded
to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.
Open to all base members. The entry fee
for each team is $20. Food and drinks will
be sold during this event. Come on out
for some fun and help your “docs” raise
money for their event. POC is Petty
Officer 2nd class J. Rice at 830-2002.

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

AApprriill  1100,,  11995599

Lt. Col. John H. Glenn, Jr. is selected
for Project Mercury, later to become
the first American to orbit the Earth.

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

Base-wide beautification
April 20-24, 2009

For more information call 830-6603
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Even though children of serv-
ice members know their par-
ents are heroes, they may not
know just what it is about their
moms and dads that make
them heroes.

The first outdoor Lifestyle,
Insight, Networking, Know-
ledge & Skills Combined
Arms Exercise class for chil-
dren took place Tuesday at
Felix Field and showed 25
military children what their
Marine parents do for a living.

Students, ranging from ages
6 to 11 and currently on spring
break, spent the day learning
what it means to be a Marine
and how to deal with some of
the hardships that come with
living in a military family.

They first got to know each
other with a short introducto-
ry game, and then stood with
their hands over their hearts as
the colors were brought in by
four Marines from the
Combat Center’s
Headquarters Battalion.

After the colors ceremony,
the children learned some
important facts about the
Corps, including the Marine
Corps birthday and how to
properly respect the National
Anthem, Anchors Aweigh
and the Marine’s Hymn.

Then members of the
Young Marine gave the stu-
dents a small taste of recruit
training.

The children were herded
into a formation with two
ranks and shown how to stand
at the position of attention
and properly space the forma-
tion.

As they milled about, trying
their hardest to get properly
positioned, the urge to scratch
their faces and whisper to each
other grew overwhelming,
leading to a series of pushups
and sprints led by the Young
Marines.

After their “boot camp”
was over, the children got into
lines behind gear that some
had never seen such as under-
shirts, utility blouses, a flak-
jacket and a helmet.

As the children stood by
with puzzled looks on their
faces, Amber Bilderain, the
L.I.N.K.S. coordinator, demon-
strated the proper way to don
the oversized gear and had
them run a relay race with the
gear on.

After having fun learning
about some typical Marine
Corps equipment, Marines
with the Provost Marshal’s
Office introduced the stu-
dents to some atypical
Marines.

Marines from the Combat
Center’s K-9 unit brought two
dogs, Danny and Bo, as well as
the equipment they use to
train the dogs.

After explaining the
canine’s training aids, the stu-
dents were given a demonstra-
tion as Cpl. Carlos Santiago
tried to run from Lance Cpl.
Jonathan Boland and his part-
ner Bo.

Bo had an easy time catch-
ing Santiago.

With no doubt in their
minds that these dogs were
something special, the stu-
dents moved on to learning
about deployments and ways
they can stay in contact with
their deployed parents and
overcome the stresses a
deployment can put a family
through.

“I’m about to deploy
soon,” said Lance Cpl. Roel

Delagarza, a cook at Lance
Cpl. Chance R. Phelps Mess
Hall and father of two. “I’m
glad my daughter is learning
ways to deal with me being
gone.”

Deployed parents love get-
ting letters, care packages and
drawings from their children,
explained Bilderain.

“My hero is deployed right
now and he loves to get let-
ters,” she added.

Along with dealing with a
parent’s deployment, children
of military members must
also deal with the struggles of
moving to new places in the
world, often leaving close
friends behind.

Bilderain sat the students
down and explained to them
ways to help them stay in
touch with their friends they
leave behind. The students
were given bags containing a
journal and a pen that they can
bring to school and get their
friend’s names, phone num-
bers and e-mail addresses to
contact them after they move.

After all the activities, the
L.I.N.K.S. staff prepared a
meal every service member
who has been in the field can
relate to, a Meal Ready-to-Eat,
or MRE. The students were
briefed on how to heat their
meals using the disposable
heater provided in each MRE
and then wolfed down their
much-needed portions.

“I love MREs,” exclaimed
Samantha Burke, one of the
many enthusiastic students.

As the day neared comple-
tion, students were treated to a
guided tour of one of Marine
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
Squadron 1’s many unmanned
aerial vehicles and it’s launcher.

Staff Sgt. Jacksby Sewell, a
UAV operator with VMU-1,
explained to the students the
different parts of the aircraft
and the uses of these small fly-
ing cameras.

After their guided tour, the
exhausted students piled into
their seats for cake. But first, a
call went out for the oldest and
the youngest students attend-
ing the activity to cut the first
piece using a ceremonial non-

commissioned officer’s sword
which is a standard ceremony
performed at every Marine
Corps’ Birthday Ball.

The oldest child took the
first bite then the youngest
took the second. After each
student received a piece of
cake and a graduation certifi-
cate, their day of learning
about Marine Corps’ cus-
toms, traditions and hard-
ships was over.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AAPPRRIILL 1100,,  22000099 AA33

      Letterman Jackets, 
      Team Uniforms, 
          T-shirts, Banners,  
        Embroidery, Decals & More

 5865 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms •  361-0300

 4
 It’s Time to Play!

 Sports N’ More

 W E ’ V E   M O V E D ! W E ’ V E   M O V E D !

 10% Active
 Military Discount

 The Men’s Room
 S HAVING  & G ROOMING  G EAR  F OR  M EN

 174 North Palm Canyon Drive
 Palm Springs, CA 92262
 760 778 6787
 Open Sun-Wed 10-6 Thur-Sat 10-8
 TheMensRoom @ XPECT

 Straight Razors
 Double Edge Blades & Handles

 Colognes
 Shaving Creams and Soaps

 Skin Care

 ClassicShaving.com

L.I.N.K.S. program gives children new insight

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

SSuunnddaayyss

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt
ooff MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess
8 a.m.-Faith
Formation/CCD 
September through
May building 1551  
8:45 a.m.-

Confessions+
9 a.m.-Rosary
9:30 a.m.-Catholic

Mass*
9:30 a.m.-Children’s

Liturgy of the Word
4:15 p.m.-

Confessions+
4 p.m.-Choir Practice
4:30 p.m.-Rosary
5 p.m.-Catholic Mass

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Lay-led independent
Baptist breakfast
8:30 a.m.-West Wing
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
Calvary Chapel-AGC
9 a.m.-Worship*
9 a.m.-Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m.-Sunday
School*
6 p.m.-Youth Group
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
11:30 a.m.-Worship
Building 1707
PPaassttoorr--lleedd  AAsssseemmbblliieess
ooff GGoodd  wwoorrsshhiipp
9:30 a.m.-Sunday
School  
10:30 a.m.-Worship   
LLeeggeenndd
*  Indicates Child Care
Provided
+ Appointments can
be for Confessions by
calling 830-6456/6482

WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy
Immaculate Heart of Mary
11:45 a.m.-Catholic Mass
(except holidays)
TTuueessddaayy

Christ Chapel
9 a.m.-Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
September though May
Immaculate Heart of Mary
4-5:30 p.m.-Children’s RCIA
5-8 p.m.-Catechist Meeting 
(Second Tuesday each month)
6-7:30 p.m.-Baptism Class
(First Tuesday each month)           
WWeeddnneessddaayy

Christ Chapel
7 p.m.-Lay-led Gospel Bible
Study
Immaculate Heart of Mary
9:30 a.m.-Military Council of
Catholic Women*     
September to May
6 p.m.-Youth Teen
7 p.m.-Knights of Columbus
(1st Wednesday each month)
TThhuurrssddaayy

Christ Chapel
6 p.m.-Praise Band Rehearsal        
Immaculate Heart of Mary
6-7:30 p.m.-RCIA
Resumes Sept. 11  
C&E Barracks Bldg 1666
11:30 a.m.-Bible Study
Chaplain Moran 830-6187
FFrriiddaayy

Christ Chapel
5 p.m.-Gospel Rehearsal 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
12:15 p.m. 4:30 p.m.-
Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed
Sacrament 
(First Friday each month)

EEaasstteerr  WWeeeekkeenndd  EEvveennttss  Saturday, April 11, noon-3 p.m.
Easter Egg Hunt, Felix Field: Egg hunts for different age
groups, free BBQ, and more!

EEaasstteerr  WWeeeekkeenndd  SSeerrvviicceess  Sunday, April 12 at 7 a.m.
Easter Sunrise Service, Parade Deck. Join the MCAGCC
and local civilian communities for a Christian celebration
of Jesus Resurrection!

RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess  Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel.
Sunday, April 5, 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Palm Sunday Masses 
Thursday, April 9, 7 p.m., Opening of the Sacred Triduum:
Mass of the Lord’s Supper/Adoration until 10 p.m.
Friday, April 10, noon: “The Passion of Christ”
April 10, 3 p.m. Celebration of the Passion of Jesus Christ 
Saturday, April 11, 8 p.m. The Great Easter Vigil: Blessing
of the Easter Fire, Proclamation of the Great Scriptures,
Easter Mass, Baptisms and Confirmations. Sunday, April
12, 9:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Mass, Closing of the Sacred
Triduum. N.B. No 3 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 

CCaallvvaarryy  CChhaappeell//AAGGCC  Christ Chapel. Friday, April 10, 5
p.m. Good Friday service. Sunday, April 12, 9 a.m.
Resurrection Sunday: Praise & Worship, Bible-centered
teaching, Baptisms

JJeewwiisshh  SSeerrvviicceess.. April 8 and 9, Celebration of Passover
Place: Chabad Congregation, Palm Springs, California
POC: Rabbi Denebeim. 325-0774

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

A student of the first outdoor Lifestyle, Insight, Networking, Knowledge & Skills
Combined Arms Exercise class for children, races in a utility uniform, flak jacket,
and helmet to complete a relay race Tuesday at Felix Field. The students learned
many skills to help them relate to their military parents.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

The youngest student in the L.I.N.K.S. Combined Arms
Exercise for children at Felix Field Tuesday takes a bite of
the ceremonial first piece of cake. The students learned
many different ceremonies and customs of the Marine
Corps during the day-long class.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Cpl. Carlos Santiago, a dog handler with the Provost
Marshal’s Office, tries to run from a military working dog,
Bo, to no avail as he is brought down during a demon-
stration for the children of the L.I.N.K.S. class Tuesday at
Felix Field.
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Whether using their voices to
sing, rap, tell jokes or any
other talent they may have,
Combat Center Marines and
sailors will put their talent to
the test Saturday night at the
Sunset Cinema.

The second annual
Marines Got Talent show
starts at 6 p.m. and is open to
all base personnel and their
families over the age of 18.

“The show is geared to
Marines,” said LaVonne
Lessard, the Combat Center’s
Single Marine Program coor-
dinator. “Some things might
be inappropriate for younger
age groups.”

Lessard said the show
gives the service members a
chance to unwind and have
fun entertaining each other
with their respective talents.

“We wanted to make sure
that the Marines [and sailors]
on base have a chance to do
something special,” said Beth
Ayash, the base’s drug demand
reduction coordinator. “We
want to break up the same old,
same old of living on base.”

The show last year had
more than ten singers, rappers

and stand-up comedians and
performed for a large, enthu-
siastic crowd that enjoyed it a
lot, she said. There was even a
Marine who played the bag-
pipes well enough to win the
competition.

The performers this year
were hand-picked after audi-
tions Thursday night and are
gifted with a variety of talents
to entertain patrons.

“The performers are truly
qualified,” Ayash said. “When
you watch them you wonder
why these people aren’t stars.”

It’s a fun show, you never
know what to expect out of
the performers, Lessard said.

Judging is non-partial, with
none of the judges knowing
any of the contestants. The
judges will be Lessard, Ayash
and Marines from different
Combat Center units.

“The show rocked last
year,” said Lessard. “We
expect this year’s show to
draw an even larger crowd.
We’ve marketed it more and
the Marines I’ve talked to
seem really interested.”

Come out and support
your favorite contestants, she
added.

For more information, call
830-4767.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 7:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014
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 Pioneer Town
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 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 St. James 
 Anglican Mission

 Invites all Christians to carry the 
 Cross of Christ.

 Good Friday, 12-3 p.m.
 For more information call

  760-989-0006

 EASTER
 Easter Sunday 

 Celebration
 April 12th 10:30 am

 Joshua Tree Community Center

 Nursery & Children’s 
 Church Available

 BBQ and Easter Egg Hunt 
 following service

 one80jt@hotmail.com

 One eighty Ministries

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Compañerismo de
 Creyentes en Cristo

 FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
 (meets at Little Church  of the  Desert)

 6079 Adobe Road
 Twentynine Palms, California 92277

 SUNDAY/DOMINGO:     1:00 P.M. 
 Albert L. Perez, Pastor  (760) 819-9669

 E-mail: creyente-y-siervo@verizon.net

Combat Center Marines got talent…or do they?

S TAY  P R O U D
S TAY  MARINE
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The month of April has
been designated as Sexual
Assault Awareness Month
throughout the entire
Marine Corps.

This year’s theme “My
Strength Is For Defending,”
challenges bystanders to
intervene and prevent sexu-
al assaults. It also empha-
sizes that Marines, sailors
have a moral responsibility
to report and help stop sex-
ual assault and protect their
fellow servicemembers, said
Lt. Col. Brent R. Norquist,
the sexual assault response
coordinator for the Combat
Center and a native of
Portland, Ore.

The Marine Corps’ goal
is to raise public awareness
about sexual violence and to
educate Marines, sailors and
civilians at the Combat
Center on how to prevent
sexual assault, said Norquist.
Another goal is to make it
very clear that sexual assault
will not be tolerated, said
Norquist.

“Sexual assault is a crime
defined as intentional sexu-
al contact characterized by
the use of force, physical
threat, or abuse of authori-
ty when the victim does
not or cannot consent,”
according to Marine
Administrative Message

0224/09 dated April 6, 2009.
During the last four

years, the Marine Corps
has made significant
advances in victim support
through mandated sexual
assault awareness and pre-
vention training as well as
through the establishment
of first responders who
provide care and support
to victims of sexual
assault, according to
MARADMIN 0224/09.

Some of these respon-
ders are Uniformed Victim
Advocates. Each battalion
aboard the Combat Center
has two UVAs who pro-
vide victims of sexual
assault with emotional sup-
port, as well as information
on the medical, legal, and
administrative processes.
They also ensure victims
receive fair, conscientious
and unbiased treatment,
said Gunnery Sgt. Sergio
Jimenez, the Headquarters
Battalion Uniformed
Victim Advocate, from
Los Angeles.

“It’s important that any-
one who is victimized to
know that UVAs are on
their side. We are here to
help and provide a support-
ive and confidential envi-
ronment,” Jimenez said.
“From there, the victims
can decide whether or not
they want medical treatment
and learn about the two dif-

ferent reporting options
available to them,” Jimenez
said.

The two options are the
restricted report and the
unrestricted report. Although
the UVA can explain in fur-
ther detail the consequences
of choosing one over the
other, Norquist explained
some of the key points.

If a victim files an unre-
stricted report, law enforce-
ment and the commands of
the victim and perpetrator
are informed of the sus-
pected crime and an investi-
gation is conducted. The
victim can receive medical
and advocacy services, and
an optional sexual assault
forensic examination. The
victim is also entitled to
receive military protection
orders and be separated
from the offender, if they
work in close proximity, he
said.

Restricted reports allow
the victim to keep the inci-
dent confidential between
themselves, the UVA,
SARC, and Marine and
Family Services counselors
and medical personnel, if
they choose to get treat-
ment.

“This enables them to
leave their command and
the authorities out of the
incident,” he said.

“Victims, regardless if
they make a restricted or

unrestricted report, have the
same access to medical care
and counseling services,”
Norquist said. “That is the
one good thing about the
services, a uniformed victim
or dependant can walk into
any naval medical care cen-
ter, report they have been
sexually assaulted and they
can receive care on the
spot.”

Norquist said the unre-
stricted report is the more
popular of the two, but it is
estimated about 80 percent

of cases still happen with-
out being reported.

Another focus of the
Sexual Assault Response
and Prevention program is
to let the victims and
offenders know that those
who commit this crime will
be held accountable and
that crimes will not be
swept under the rug,
Jimenez said.

“The ultimate goal of
this program is to create a
climate of confidence,
where Marines trust that the

Corps will respond appro-
priately when a sexual
assault is reported, and will
support the victim’s recov-
ery  throughout the Marine
Corps,” Jimenez said.
“Through training we can
create an environment in
which sexual assault and
sexual harassment are driven
from our ranks.”

For information regard-
ing sexual assault, or for
assistance in reporting, call
the Combat Center’s SARC
at (760)–830–7437.
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 As a Federal Employee,  your  retirement
 is important to us at Kirk Financial Group

 Learn how  your  Federal Employee Benefits Plan works and how to make the best 
 choices for you and your family. We have the answers you’re looking for:

 is not an affiliate of
 NEXT Financial Group. Inc.

 222 E. Main, Suite 205
 Bastow, California 92311

 james.kirk@nextfinancial.com
 www.kirkfinancialgroup.com

 James Kirk, CLU, ChFC, LUTCF
 Owner
 tel (760) 255-2776
 fax (760) 256-8261

 •  Retirement Eligibility for 
 CSRS and FERS Employees

 •  Military Buy Back

 •  Survivor Benefits
 •  Federal Employees Group LIfe (FEGLI)

 • Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)

 •  Flexible Spending Account (FSA)
 •  Pension Offset
 •  Social Security

 Get a FREE analysis of your federal employee benefits plans by calling 
 us for more information at 760-255-2776. We can help you today!
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 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
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 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 
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 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

N

E

W

A

T

G

O

B

I

N

I

P

S

O

V

A

T

E

I

M

A

M

E

R

I

E

L

E

T

O

N

B

A

L

M

B

O

N

A

I

N

C

S

T

E

R

E

O

T

U

N

E

R

E

T

H

N

I

C

S

D

E

L

S

U

L

U

S

E

E

S

A

W

E

D

B

U

T

T

E

F

I

R

S

T

A

V

E

E

R

R

S

B

E

G

A

T

S

T

E

M

T

B

A

R

O

A

N

S

J

E

E

R

S

A

S

P

H

A

L

T

S

P

A

R

R

E

C

O

P

I

C

A

S

S

O

A

B

O

N

E

T

O

P

I

C

K

L

E

N

L

A

G

S

I

N

I

T

A

C

I

D

S

O

S

L

O

E

T

C

H

L

O

D

G

E

T

H

E

N

S

O

T

S

S

W

E

E

T

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

9 7 1 2 4 6 5 3 8
4 2 5 8 3 1 9 6 7
3 8 6 5 9 7 2 4 1
2 4 7 6 5 3 8 1 9
1 6 8 4 2 9 3 7 5
5 9 3 7 1 8 6 2 4

7 1 9 3 8 2 4 5 6
6 3 4 9 7 5 1 8 2
8 5 2 1 6 4 7 9 3

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

Combat Center children play during spring break
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Lifelong
Learning Library celebrated the
Month of the Military Child with a
free carnival for more than 500 chil-
dren of base personnel Monday at
Victory Field.

The carnival featured games, face
painting, food and prizes for the chil-
dren on their first day of spring break.

The Month of the Military
Child is a national celebration ded-
icated to showing the children of
military families that they are an
important part of the military fam-
ily as a whole, said Tara
Drummonds, a Library Technician
at the Lifelong Learning Library
and Tucson, Ariz., native.

“It helps show children that we
know it’s hard on them and we
want to help,” she added.

Children were treated to face
painting by Vicky and Jade Sarchet,
games run by volunteer Marines
from Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374 and the Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics
School, and prizes provided by the
library, Drummonds said.

“The Marines who were running
the games really added to the excite-
ment,” said Candice Maza, a Marine
Corps spouse and mother of two.
“They raced against them and
helped the little ones with the games
they couldn’t do themselves.”

The kids had a great time
Monday and it was nice to have
something fun for them to do out-
side during spring break, she added.

The carnival is slated to become
an annual-springtime event, with
plans to improve the services
offered for children each year,
Drummonds said.

For more information on
upcoming events at the Lifelong
Learning Library, call 830-6875.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

A mother helps her daughter with the junior ring-toss game at the Month of the Military Child carnival at
Victory Field Monday.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

A child replaces his dropped
egg during the egg-on-a-spoon
race at the Month of the Military
Child carnival at Victory field
Monday.

Marines learn about Sexual Assault Awareness Prevention
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The Combat Center has put a
large emphasis on the Earth
Day and its impacts to the
surrounding community,
state, and global level year
round.

The base has an aggressive
energy and water conserva-
tion program. The base has
saved 13 percent in energy,
and 30 percent in water sav-
ings while maintaining a high
recycled-water use.

The base is currently
studying geothermal poten-
tial and wind resources. The
key is finding the greatest
potential to develop.

The primary renewable
source in this area of
California is the sun. The
Combat Center’s solar farm,
rated at 1.1 megawatts, is
one of the largest federally
owned solar photovoltaic
facilites and produces about
three percent of the base’s
load. The base is currently
in the works on expanding
the solar farm and with that,
along with other projects,
the Combat Center will
triple the amount of renew-
able generation. These and
other projects being devel-
oped will keep the base the
renewable energy leader in
the Marine Corps.

The base currently gener-
ates about 60 percent of its
own power. The power gen-
erated with the cogeneration

plant is 50 percent more effi-
cient than typical off-site gen-
eration. Emissions from the
plant are also less than con-
ventional power plants due to
the advanced low nitrogen-
oxide emissions controls.
The efficiency of the plant is
increased by using waste heat
for other needs and by using
absorption chillers in our
central chiller plants. These
chillers create chilled water
that supplies 40 percent of
the buildings on base with
cooling.

The other ways the
Combat Center saves energy
is by better controlling the
temperatures and lighting.

New lighting, both inside
and outdoor, is being
installed. The new inside
lights use 21 percent less
energy than the previous fix-
tures. Most are getting
motion sensors installed to
save more energy and the
external lights are using 50
percent less energy, having
motion sensors installed to
turn off when not needed.
The orange lights are being
replaced with high efficiency
induction lighting. These
lights are also being pointed
down to comply with dark
sky issues. This way the lights
stay on base, saving our night
sky for looking at the stars.
About 60 percent of the
base has the new lights
installed.

Overall, any energy and
water savings save the earth.
The less generation and the

more efficient a community
becomes, the more affect
they have on the limited
resources available.

Doing small things like light
turning off lights, computers,
coffee pots and any other elec-
trical using equipment, or fix-

ing a dripping faucet can have
a large effect when you figure
out how much everyone com-
bined can save.

“One thing many of our
residents take for granted is
the remarkable purity of our
air, and the natural purity of

the water we get from our
aquifers,” said Col. Wes
Weston, the assistant chief
of staff for Installation and
Logistics. “The Mojave
Desert is one of American’s
last pristine environments,
untouched by industrializa-

tion and air, and water pollu-
tion. Together, we can help
preserve this unique envi-
ronment and ecosystem by
conserving energy and
water, purchasing green
products and recycling our
waste.”
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The Combat Center had 8,706 solar panels installed on the base October, 2007 and is planning to install more on
rooftops to help keep up with the base’s energy usage.

Combat Center’s paves way for ‘going green’

new 200-watt compact fluo-
rescent or induction bulbs,
which will cut the base’s
light usage in half. The new
bulbs also produce what is
known as “white light,”
which allows for more visi-
bility than the current
“orange” lights.

“The new light source is
easier on the eyes and the
bulbs will last three times
longer than the old one,”
Morrissett said. “We’ll also be
installing solar panels and
motions sensors to the out-
door lighting to cut down on
energy usage.”

The Combat Center’s
indoor lighting is also being

revamped in order to save
energy. Motion sensors are
also being fitted to indoor
light fixtures so they will shut
off during periods of inactiv-
ity.

The current 32-watt
indoor bulbs will also be
replaced by 25-watt induc-
tion bulbs, which will reduce
indoor energy usage by 21

percent.
With the lighting project

underway and already more
than halfway finished, the
deadline for completion is
set for September. Once
the project is completed,
the base will be able to save
approximately $600,000
each fiscal year in energy
conservation

The Combat Center will
be able to also reduce its light
pollution out in town, reduce
maintenance and provide a
better quality of light aboard
the base.

In fiscal year 2008, the
Combat Center was awarded
by the Secretary of the Navy
for not only meeting, but sur-
passing its energy saving

goals. Morrissett said this is a
goal he hopes to continue to
transcend.

PWD will continue its
initiative to reduce the
amount of energy used
aboard the base, and will
look at alternative, renew-
able sources of energy to
help save the environment
surrounding the base.

LIGHTS, from A1
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The Combat Center Marks-
manship Training Unit
sharpened minds and skills of
the most recent Combat
Marksmanship Trainer stu-
dents who graduated at the
MTU instructor building
today.

The five-day course taught
Marines how to properly give
marksmanship classes and
instruction so they will have
the capabilities to train service

members in their own units,
said Sgt. Peter E. Cornelius,
the chief instructor of the
course.

“A CMT is the type of guy
a battalion master guns can go
to with ideas for training, and
they can figure out the
details,” said Cornelius, a
Missoula, Mont., native.
“Coaches are a great asset to a
unit, but they can’t do all the
things a CMT can do.”

Before a Marine is eligible
for the CMT course, he or she
must first undergo the stan-

dard Combat Marksmanship
Coaches course.

There, Marines learn about
range safety, firing line com-
mands, how to conduct
weapons safety briefs and
preparatory classes, and gain a
deeper knowledge of funda-
mental marksmanship.

If a Marine desires to fur-
ther his or her marksmanship
knowledge, the CMT course
can do just that, Cornelius
said.

A CMC or CMT billet does
not replace the Marine’s pri-

mary Military Occupational
Specialty; it is only added in
the Marine’s records.

Marksmanship trainers
need to possess an internal
drive and integrity to succeed
both in the course and in the
job, Cornelius said.

“CMTs should have
enough internal integrity that
when they get tasked with
something, they’ll come out
and do the work,” Cornelius
said. “They’ve got to be trust-
ed to do things on their own.”

While on the job, CMTs

are responsible for organizing
class demonstrations, assuring
that marksmanship scoring is
done properly, delegating the
amount of ammunition need-
ed, keeping watchful eyes on
the firing line, and teaching
students about combat mind-
set and survival.

For the course, Marines
were tasked to choose non-
military subjects for formal
PowerPoint presentations to
the class. The students were
critiqued by instructors on the
visual of the presentation,
body language, speaking
voice, involvement of stu-
dents, and length of the lec-
ture.

“If we pick a military sub-
ject for the Marines to pres-
ent, it will most likely be a
class they’ve already had,” said
Sgt. Jacob T. Addington, a
course instructor. “We want
to see what these guys can do
on their own.”

Cpl. Ben E. Dellinger, a
combat engineer with 3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion,

graduated the CMC course
last month, and said he felt
excited about learning every-
thing the CMT course had to
offer.

“I really enjoy the funda-
mentals of marksmanship,”
said Dellinger about his
motivation to take the
course. “Everyone has that
one thing they love about the
Marine Corps, and that’s
mine.”

Dellinger said he believes
all Marines, not just those in a
combat MOS, need to have a
firm grasp on marksmanship
fundamentals before putting
rounds down range. He said
his confidence will grow in
his junior Marines’ skills once
they achieve a greater under-
standing through dedicated
CMTs.

The CMT course is offered
six times a year aboard the
Combat Center, and more
courses are available at Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif. For more information,
call MTU at 830-6700.
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 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 In January of 2007 I wrote an article for our 
 local newspapers that triumphantly proclaimed 
 that, while my friend Pastor Henry Matson had 
 physically died, his beautiful soul was alive and 
 well. In fact, I wrote that his glorious spirit was 
 already enriching the magnificent realm of 
 heaven itself.

 I think it is important to know that during the 
 last years of Henry’s earthly life, he developed 
 a passion for an educated citizenry and had a 
 vision of a small parochial school where boys 
 and girls would be able to obtain a superior 
 education in the basics, while learning to study, 
 play, laugh, learn and grow into young people 
 with a respect for themselves and others and, 
 above all else, a respect for Almighty God.

 Henry’s vision became a reality and the 
 Twentynine Palms Seventh Day Adventist 
 Christian School for children K-8 is now a fully 
 accredited institution. The school has a small, 
 totally dedicated staff and is committed to 
 providing each student individualized attention. 
 In addition to the basics, the school offers a 
 music program in which students receive 
 training in the instrument of their choice and a 
 sports program in which every child is 
 encouraged to participate.

 I am proud to have devoted this column to 
 Henry and his dear wife, Freda who keeps 
 alive his vision.

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 Enroll Now and Save Enroll Now and Save Enroll Now and Save

 $50  Off Registration $50  Off Registration $50  Off Registration

 Twenty Nine Palms Adventist School

 A Christian learning community dedicated to your child’s 
 mental, physical, spiritual, & social growth

 Principal Wright 760-367-7369  Bob Kruse 760-367-2376

 Where your child 
 receives 

 Personal Attention & 
 Academic Excellence

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, for the upcoming Fri-
day’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000066  FFOORRDD  FF--115500  FFOORR
SSAALLEE,, 25,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. $15,000.
Call (619) 559-2550. 4/3/09

JJEETTTTAA  WWOOLLFFSSBBUURRGG  EEDDII--
TTIIOONN  11..88TT, 5 speed,
80,000 miles. $5,700 OBO.
219-2184. 3/13/09

22000011  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  DDXX,, 5-
speed Transmission, Black,
140K miles 38+ MPG,
(724) 113-2799. 3/13/09

22000055  HHOONNDDAA  AACCCCOORRDD
SSEE.. Moon window power 6
Cylinder $16,500. Leave
message 367-3326.
2/27/09

TTOOYYOOTTAA  TTAACCOOMMAA  TTRRUUCCKK
BBEEDD  DDIIVVIIDDEERR.. Fits 2005-
2008 models. Excellent
condition. Asking $200.
Contact 835-4178. 2/27/09

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, 4
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or 5th
wheel. $3,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 2/27/09

22000066  SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO  11550000HHDD
CCRREEWW  CCAABB,, 36,000 miles,
$18,000, great condition,
extras, call Bryan at 898-
5549. 2/20/09

11999944  TTOOYYOOTTAA  44  RRUUNNNNEERR,,
Needs transmission, every-
thing else is good. Very rea-
sonable. Free towing. Call
365-3039. 2/20/09

22000000  PPOORRSSCCHHEE  BBOOXXTTEERR
33,, Excellent cond., call for
details. $23,000. See lemon
lot. Cell 401-7315. 2/6/09

22000033  CCHHEEVVYY  BBLLAAZZEERR  ZZRR22
EEDDIITTIIOONN,, 68,000 miles,
4x4, lots of extras, great
truck. $11,900 OBO. Call
Ricky 865-0077. 2/6/09

22000055 HHOONNDDAA  SS22000000  CCOONN--
VVEERRTTIIBBLLEE 19” wheels, new
tires, low mileage. Asking
$18,000. See Lemon Lot.
696-7181. 1/16/09 

MMIISSCC..

MMUULLTTII--FFAAMMIILLYY  YYAARRDD  SSAALLEE
April 18, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
73926 Playa Vista Dr.,
Twentynine Palms. 4/10/09

WWAANNTTEEDD:: CCOOLLTT  11991111  AA11
..4455  PPIISSTTOOLL.. Service issue.
Reasonable price or trade.
Bill. USMC Ret. 367-6030.
4/3/09

CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIBBLLEE  SSEETT  OOFF  2244
MMAARRIINNEE  CCOOIINNSS.. Silver. 25
years old. $1,000. Other sil-
ver coins at different prices.
Bill. 367-6030. 4/3/09

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE.. Large oak
entertainment unit. $100.
Oak bookcase $50. 367-
6030. 4/3/09

WWIIRREE  HHAAIIRREEDD  DDAACCHHSS--
HHUUNNDD,, spayed female, 9
mo., all shots, very sweet,
doesn’t shed, housebroken.
$150. Call 362-4131. 4/3/09

PPUUPPPPYY.. Apricot toy poodle
$200,  1st shot, healthy, pure-
bred,  female. Call 364-1133.
3/27/09

HHOORRSSEE  FFOORR  LLEEAASSEE.. Paint
mare, barrel racer. $220 per
month includes feed and
boarding. Call Tim at 367-
7183. 3/20/09

MMOOVVIIEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE.. $5 per
movie or 5 movies for $20.Call
Tim at 367-7183. 3/20/09

HHPP  77225500NN  DDEESSKKTTOOPP
CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR  22..88GGHHZZ,, 2GB
RAM, 160GB HD + 500GB
removable HD, $500 and
HP DV9308NR 17" laptop
1.6 Ghz, 2GB RAM $500,
865-0076. 3/13/09

LLAARRGGEE  BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT
CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT.. Modern
style, oak finish. 4 glass doors,
silverware drawers, storage
below, and glass shelves.
Excellent condition. $300. Call
Stephen at 567-7921. 2/6/09

SSPPAACCIIOOUUSS  22  BBEEDD,, 22  BBAATTHH
HHOOUUSSEE w/ den, dining room,
large living room w/ fireplace,
central air/swamp, walk-in clos-
ets, indoor laundry, att. two car
garage and storage shed. No
pets. $900 per month +
deposit. Military discount. (330)
497-0261. 2/6/09

CCHHIILLDD’’SS  LLOOFFTT  BBEEDD With
ladder and slide. $50.
367-1630. 1/23/09

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lance Cpl. Tyler Young, a student in the Combat Marksmanship Trainer course, gives classmates a presentation about
golfing while instructors with the Marksmanship Training Unit take notes nearby at the MTU instructor building Tuesday.

Marksmanship coaches graduate trainers course



AA88  AAPPRRIILL 1100,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 4-15-09

 PRICE  PRICE

 72878 29 Palms Hwy. • Twentynine Palms
 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.
 05 VW BEETLE

 #409461

 WAS $16,888
         $11,888  PRICE

 04 TOYOTA COROLLA

 #281902

 WAS $13,888
         $11,588

 PRICE

 08 CHRYSLER SEBRING

 #271319

 WAS $22,888
         $18,888

 #735248

 WAS $19,888
         $15,888

 06 JEEP WRANGLER X

 03 FORD THUNDERBIRD

 #105197

 WAS $21,888
         $18,888 PRICE

 07 CHEVY COBALT LS

 #315084

 WAS $17,888
         $14,888

 04 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE

 #1030783

 WAS $15,888
         $12,888

 PRICE

 03 HONDA ACCORD

 #016666

 WAS $15,888
         $12,888 PRICE

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 07 FORD FOCUS ZX5 SES

 PRICE

 PRICE PRICE

 05 FORD 500

 #169978

 WAS $17,888
         $16,588 PRICE

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride from  Ride from 

 Base Base

 *On site  *On site 
 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days for  to 60 days for 
 1st payment 1st payment

 $ 9
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 $ 9
 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.

 A
D
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B
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D
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S

 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 #319367

 WAS $17,888
         $16,888

 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE
 C OLLECTOR’S C OLLECTOR’S
 ITEM HARDTOP ITEM HARDTOP
 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE

 V-8 V-8

 5 SPEED  5 SPEED 
 POWER  POWER 

 MOON ROOF  MOON ROOF 
 FACTORY  FACTORY 

 WARRANTY WARRANTY

 V6 V6  FACTORY FACTORY
 WARRANTY WARRANTY

 6 SPD  6 SPD 
 MANUAL MANUAL

 V6  V6 
 POWER  POWER 
 MOON  MOON 
 ROOF ROOF

 POWER  POWER 
 MOON  MOON 
 ROOF ROOF
 4 CYL 4 CYL

 CUTE CUTE

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 ONLY  ONLY 
 38 K  38 K 

 MILES MILES

their weapons as well.
“In addition to our rifle

platoons doing their nor-
mal job, we have every ele-
ment of the battalion out
here for the exercise doing
their own thing,” he said.
“We have our CAT
[Combined Anti-Tank] teams
out here doing hunter-killer
missions.

“In addition to that we
have our snipers doing
patrols and unknown dis-
tance shoots,” he said.
“We’re setting up defensive
positions later in the week
as well. We’re doing gun line
drills as well and unillumi-
nated night movements
with our Marines.”

Navy Corpsmen, who
were part of the exercise
along with their Marines,
took a lot from the train-
ing.

“Docs go along with the
Marines all the time,” said
Seaman Sskief Ahmed, a
corpsman with 3/4’s
Company L, and a native of
Tampa, Fla. “Doing this
training helps us be closer
with the unit and helps us
understand the green side
more.

“It’s good for me to
know what I’m doing on a
patrol,” he said. “I know my
job well on the medical side,

so this is just making what
I’ll be doing in country that
much easier.”

With their buildup to

Mojave Viper over with,
the battalion is slated to
deploy during the summer
later this year.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

A 60mm mortar round flies from the tube as Pfc. Adam
Freidman, a mortar man with Company I, 3rd Battalion,
4th Marine Regiment fires for effect at the Combat
Center’s Noble Pass. The week-long training exercise
was part of the battalion’s buildup to their Mojave Viper
pre-deployment training exercise.

VIPER, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Niki McBain, the Combat Center’s American Red Cross station manager,
receives a check for $1,000 that was donated to the Red Cross from Terry Kay,
a member of the Sun City Palm Desert Veterans Club during a ceremony at
the Armed Services YMCA new playground April 9. The Sun City Palm Desert
Veterans Club donated $4,000 total to the Red Cross, the ASYMCA, the Navy
Marine Corps Relief Society and the Marine Corps Community Services.

Donations to the helpers



CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Copper Mountain College
Foundation held its 25th Annual Golf
Tournament at the Combat Center’s
Desert Winds Golf Course Saturday.

The CMC Foundation hosted the
event on base to show support for the
military community, which makes up
a large percentage of the local popula-
tion as a whole, said Dr. Roger
Wagner, the CMC president.

“The mission of the college is to
serve all contingency groups in the
community,” Wagner said. “The
Marines do so much to serve us, so this
is just a small way we can give back.”

This is the first time in about 10
years the foundation has held its tour-
nament aboard the installation, said
Mario Villescas, the chairman of the
CMC Foundation.

The tournament had attendees par-
take in a 18-hole round of golf, con-
tests for prizes, a continental break-
fast, free driving range play, and
admission to the awards dinner held
after the tournament.

Jane Smith, the president of the
CMC Foundation, said the annual tour-
nament is typically a two-day event, but
was consolidated into a one-day event
this year for the sake of convenience.

“This is a great mix we have out
here today,” Smith said. “There are

MM   aa   rr   ii   nn   ee     CC   oo   rr   pp   ss     AA   ii   rr     GG   rr   oo   uu   nn   dd     CC   oo   mm   bb   aa   tt     CC   ee   nn   tt   ee   rr
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Aaron’s Exploits;
set out to sea

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

After broadening his horizons
and temporarily satisfying his
seemingly insatiable wander-
lust on his cavern trip, Lance
Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a para-
legal clerk with the Combat

Center’s Staff Judge Advocate
and a native of New Britain,
Conn., decided to head down
to the coast and experience
one of San Diego’s biggest
attractions – SeaWorld.

After yet another
two–hour drive, this time
through Southern California’s

rolling hills, Kristopik made it
down to San Diego to experi-
ence something he had
dreamed of for as long as he
could remember.

“I’ve really only seen the
Atlantic Ocean,” Kristopik

Fight Club 29 earns second in state

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Four members of the
Combat Center’s Mixed
Martial Arts club added their
team’s name to the list of
notable California MMA
competitors in a statewide
tournament in Santa Ana,
Calif., Sunday.

Nate Wolf, Allen
McBroom, Omar Askew and
James Clark, members of
Fight Club 29, fought their

way through their respective
weight classes and claimed
second place overall at the
California State Pankration
Championships, which is an
MMA tournament open to
competitors of all levels.

Three of the fighters
earned medals at the event,
even though their team was
the smallest in the tourna-
ment.

Clark, a welterweight fight-
er, claimed the gold, making
him the top MMA 160-

pound fighter in the entire
state. Askew followed with a
silver, and Wolf took bronze.

“We work really hard for
these competitions,” Clark
said on behalf of his team.
“For us, five minutes in the
ring is nothing. We just sprint
for those five minutes and
they can’t keep up.”

The last time Clark, a
native of Spokane, Wash.,
was awarded an all-state gold
medal was when he claimed
both Greco-Roman and Free-

style wrestling gold medals in
high school, he said.

It was his extensive
wrestling background and
conditioning that gave him
the cutting edge above his
challengers, Clark explained.

“We have a very competi-
tive room,” Clark said of his
teammates and training. “We
each have our strengths and
weaknesses, but we really
push each other.”

Mark M. Geletko, the
team’s head coach, agreed.

“I’m not the only coach
on this team,” said the
Pittsburgh native. “They
coach and support each
other. They’re a true team.”

Askew, who was fighting
after recently overcoming an
ankle injury, took down each
of his opponents, but then
lost his final match due to an
accidental disqualifying
strike. Regardless of his
close loss, Askew said he still
learns from each fight.

“I fought 100 percent

today,” said the Atlanta
native. “So it’s disappointing
that it ended in a DQ [dis-
qualification], but I did enjoy
not knowing who my com-
petitor was going to be since
it was an open tournament.
You went in blindfolded and
had to fight your way out.”

Wolf, the team’s heavy-
weight fighter, said the tour-
nament held more signifi-
cance to him since it would

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a paralegal clerk with the Combat Center’s Staff Judge
Advocate and a native of New Britain, Conn., throws fish to a sea lion Saturday at a
SeaWorld San Diego, exhibit where patrons can feed the animals.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

A referee raises the hand of welterweight Fight Club 29 member James Clark after winning his first bout in the California State Pankration Championships in Santa Ana, Calif.,
Sunday. Clark later claimed the gold, making him the top MMA welterweight fighter in the state.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Mario Villescas, the chairman of the Copper
Mountain College Foundation, concentrates on
his putt while taking part in the CMC Foundation’s
25th Annual Golf Tournament at the Combat
Center’s Desert Winds Golf Course Saturday.

See FIGHT, B4

College hosts
base golf
tournament

See GOLF, B2

See EXPLOITS, B2



said. “When you think of the
West Coast you think of
beautiful tropical weather and
sunshine. You get plenty of
both of those in SeaWorld.”

Shamu, the biggest attrac-
tion at SeaWorld, was one of
the primary reasons
Kristopik said he wanted to
take the long drive toward
the coastline.

“I mean come on, it’s
Shamu,” he said. “Ever since
I saw Free Willy when I was
a kid I knew I had to see
him in real life.

“A lot of people don’t
like Twentynine Palms,” he
added. “You know what I
would say to them? Being
stuck here helped me realize
a lifelong dream. Thank you
‘Stumps,’ thank you.”

Another discovery
Kristopik made during his
SeaWorld visit was just how
well the animals and their
trainers interact and perform.

“I thought I liked my job,
but seeing these people and
the animals – they all seem
so happy,” he said. “I was

watching one of the per-
formances wondering why I
can’t be that happy all the
time. But then I saw people
just riding dolphins; they get
paid to do that. I know I’d

be smiling 24/7 if all I did
was swim with a dolphin.”

Kristopik said the training
progression the animals go
through must be the one of
the most interesting process-
es out there.

“These people take wild
animals and train them to
the point that, I think,
they’re smarter than most
people I know,” he said. “I
remember one of the per-
formers saying they get their
animals from rescues and
animal shelters. That’s like
getting a kid from an
orphanage and making him
into a rocket scientist.”

The possibility of being
an animal trainer seems like
a real tangible idea, he said.

“After seeing what those
handlers were doing, it really
opened my eyes,” he said.
“I’m going to have to do my
homework on it. Let’s just
say I have a whole new out-
look on life now.”

With Kristopik’s second
expedition out of the way,
he plans on traveling to a
more out-of-the way attrac-
tion for his next adventure.

“I’m going to do some
reading,” he said. “I just know
there’s some weird stuff out
there waiting for me.”

BB22  AAPPRRIILL 1100,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

TTUUEESS..  44//1111 SSAATT..  44//1188

FFRRII..  55//1155

MMOONN..  44//1133

TTHHUURRSS..  44//2233

EEaarrtthh  DDaayy  FFaaiirr  22000099
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where:Yucca Valley Community
Center Complex
57090 Twentynine Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7211

TThhee  ccoommeeddyy  ooff  
LLiissaa  LLaammppaanneellllii
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Dr.
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 
(888) 999-1995

FFRRII..  44//1177 SSAATT..  44//1188

DDoonn  FFeellddeerr,, AAnn  EEvveenniinngg  aatt  tthhee
HHootteell  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
Resort
46-200 Harrison Pl., Coachella
For more info call 866-377-6829
or visit http://www.spotlight29.com

RRaammoonn  AAyyaallaa  iinn  ccoonncceerrtt
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info call 
(800) 252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.
com

SSAATT..  44//1188 SSAATT..  44//2255

UUBB4400
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort 
and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info call 
(800) 252-4499 or visit http://
www.morongocasinoresort.com

SSAATT..    55//2233

AAllllmmaann  BBrrootthheerrss  BBaanndd  &&
DDoooobbiiee  BBrrootthheerrss
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy. Indio
For more info call (800) 827-2946
or visit http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

SSoonnggwwrriittiinngg  PPooeettrryy  &&  RRhhyytthhmm  CClluubb
Time: 7 p.m.
Where:Water Canyon Coffee Co.
55844 29 Palms Highway
Yucca Valley. West end of Yucca
Valley, corner of 29 Palms Hwy.
and Pioneertown Road.
760-365-7771

LLiittttllee  PPeettrrooggllyypphh  CCaannyyoonn  TToouurrss
Time: All day event
Where: Maturango Museum
100 East Las Flores Ave.
Ridgecrest. Museum hours are
from 10 a.m., to 5 p.m. every
day except major holidays. e-
mail: matmus3@maturango.org

IInnddiiaa  AArriiee  &&  MMuussiiqq  SSoouullcchhiilldd
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy. Indio
For more info call (800) 827-2946
or visit http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 4/10/09 -  4/16/09 365-9633

 w  w w.c in e m a 6 t h e a t r e .c o m

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 I Love You, Man
 (R)

 Coming April 17
 *  17 Again

 *  State Of Play

 Fast & Furious 4
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Hannah Montana
 (G)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Monsters  v s. Aliens
 (PG)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

JJaamm  NNiigghhtt
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Mama Hillybeans
426 E Tehachapi Blvd.
Tehachapi
(661)822-BEAN

EXPLOITS, from B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a paralegal clerk with the Combat Center’s Staff Judge
Advocate and a native of New Britain, Conn., watches a manatee at SeaWorld San Diego.

people from the community,
the college, avid golfers, and
those that live on base.”

Syndee Slayton, executive
director of the CMC
Foundation, said in addition
to receiving support from
base patrons for the fundrais-
er, the tournament also brings
the community together.

“We are pleased to be at
Desert Winds Golf Course
this year as many Marines
and sailors, and their fami-
lies, attend CMC and want
to participate,” Slayton said
in a press release. “Having
the event on base will make
it easier for them to sup-
port this fundraising effort
and to take part in the fun.
It’s also exciting for
Morongo Basin residents to
venture onto the base;
something many of us
don’t do often.”

Sheldon and Maggie
Chaffer, a civilian couple liv-
ing in the local area, brought
their two granddaughters
with them for the event.

“This is a great course,”
Maggie said. “We really
enjoyed ourselves today.”

Sheldon, an active member
in the men’s golf club here,
represented just a portion of
the type of golfers who

swarmed to the tournament.
Other golfers like Cpl.

Nathan Rich, a rifleman
with Headquarters and
Service Company, 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, participated in
their first golf tournament
on base that day.

“I would recommend
stuff like this to other
Marines,” said Rich, an Eau
Claire, Wis., native. “It’s a
fun time and it gets people
to come out here, bring
some of their other friends
along and just relax.”

After the tournament, the
golfers gathered in the main
building for a free awards
dinner, raffle event, auction,
and announcement of the
tournament winners.

Cash prizes were given to
winning teams from a $400
prize for the first-place team,
down to the fourth-place
team, who received a $100
prize. Other winners
received prizes for the
longest drive and the four
golfers closest to the pin, or
flag, or a hole-in-one.

The next golf event
scheduled to take place at
the Desert Winds Golf
Course is the Spring Fling
tournament beginning
Friday. For more informa-
tion, call 830-6163.

GOLF, from B1

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Soroptimist International
of Twentynine Palms,
Calif., invites the local
community to join club
members and Marines as
they host the opening
night gala for “A Bad Year
for Tomatoes,” at 6 p.m.,
April 24, at Theatre 29
located at 73637 Sullivan
Road.

The play, directed by
Theatre 29 veteran Butch
Pelfrey, tells the story of
Myra Marlowe, played by
Maj. Val Hodgson, an
actress fed up with the
demands of her acting
career who leases a house
in a tiny New England
hamlet with the intention
of writing an autobiogra-
phy.

When her nosy,
omnipresent neighbors get
to be too much, Myra
invents a ruse to keep
them away. Of course it
backfires and hilarity
ensues.

This is the third year
SI-Twentynine Palms has
hosted the opening of a

Pelfrey-directed play.
“We are very much

looking forward to host-
ing this opening,” said
Irene Cruse, the gala coor-
dinator. “Butch is very
creative in his directing,
which makes it very invit-
ing to attend his plays. His
work is consistently won-
derful.”

Pelfrey will also have
the help of a few Combat
Center Marines and sailors
as they stepped up for a
chance in the spotlight.

“I’ve been in two of
Butch’s plays,” Hodgson
said. “I love working with
him because he mainly
sticks to comedies and
those are what I enjoy
most.”

Hodgson has been act-
ing for nearly four years
and said she is excited to
be playing the main role.

“Acting in itself is fun,”
Hodgson said. “But it’s
the people you work with
that make it even more
enjoyable.”

Before the play begins,
Soroptimist members will

Marines, sailors to hit Theatre 29 stage

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Dr. Greg Crabill and Maj. Val Hodgson star in the opening
night gala for “A Bad Year for Tomatoes,” at 6 p.m., April 24,
at Theatre 29 located at 73637 Sullivan Road. The play,
directed by Theatre 29 veteran Butch Pelfrey, tells the story
of Myra Marlowe, an actress fed up with the demands of her
acting career who leases a house in a tiny New England
hamlet with the intention of writing an autobiography.See THEATRE, B4
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Combat Center sports standings

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Paul Martinez, a player for MCCES A, shoots as James
Shanks, a player for MCCES Party, attempts a block during
Monday’s game at the East Gym. MCCES Party won 55-52.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

A player on team MCCES A jumps for a lay-up during
their game against MCCES Party Monday night at the
East Gym. MCCES Party won 55-52.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Rochand Scoby, a player for the MCCES Party team,
jumps to block a shot during their game against MCCES A
Monday night at the East Gym. MCCES Party won 55-52.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Paul Barraza, a player on team MCCES A, maneuvers
through the defense during their game against MCCES
Party Monday night at the East Gym. They lost 55-52.
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BBaasskkeettbbaallll  ffiinnaall--eeiigghhtt  ttoouurrnnaammeenntt  
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AApprriill  88

Game 1 - MCCES All-Stars 77 MWSS-374 B 40
Game 2 - MCCES Party 55 MCCES A 52
Game 3 - Ole School Plus 58 1st Tanks      45
Game 4 – NHTP 67 IPAC 56

TTuueessddaayy,, AApprriill  77
Game 5 - MCCES A 58 MWSS-374 B 52
Game 6 - IPAC 47 1st Tanks 46
Game 7 - MCCES All-Stars 62 MCCES Party 49
Game 8 - Ole School Plus 62    NHTP 49

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AApprriill  88
Game 9 - MCCES Party 77 IPAC 46
Game 10 - NHTP 74 MCCES A 66
Game 11 - All-Stars 75 Ole School 67
Game 12 - NHTP 45 MCCES Party 43 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AApprriill  99
Game 13 - Ole School   vs NHTP
Game 14 - MCCES All-Stars vs Game 13 winner

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Alex Escobcol, a player from Hospital 1, dives to return a volley
during their game Wednesday night at the West Gym. Their oppo-
nents, HQBN 1 beat them both matches.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Cindiemarie Blair, a player on the HQBN 1 team, jumps to
slam the ball across the net during their game against
Hospital 1 Wednesday night at the West gym. HQBN 1 beat
Hospital 1 both matches.

CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall’’ss
IInnttrraammuurraall  VVoolllleeyybbaallll  LLeeaagguuee

TTeeaamm    WWiinnss  LLoosssseess
HQBN 1 4 0
Hospital 1 2 2
HQBN 2 2 2
MCCES 1 3
Hospital 2 0 2

WWeeddnneessddaayy’’ss  ggaammeess
HQBN 2  defeats Hospital 2

HQBN 1 defeats Hospital 1

HQBN 1 defeats MCCES

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Steve Santana (right), a player on the
HQBN 1 team, slides the ball past the
defense during their game
Wednesday night at the West Gym.
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CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

(From left to right) Fight Club 29 members Allen McBroom, Omar Askew, Mark Geletko,
James Clark and Nate Wolf pose after the team claimed second place in the California
State Pankration Championships in Santa Ana, Calif., Sunday.

be his last with the team.
Wolf said he plans on

continuing his MMA train-
ing after he returns home to
Jefferson, Wis., and is very
grateful for the skills he
attained from his current
teammates.

“I’m really excited I had
the opportunity to fight with
the team,” Wolf said.
“Everyone welcomed me
from the beginning.”

Although Wolf claimed
the bronze medal for his
weight class, he said he was
disappointed he couldn’t
earn the team more points in
his first two matches.

However, Wolf had a
chance to bring the team
more points during his final
bout with opponent Billy
Cotton in an overtime
match.

At the end of the five-
minute match, Wolf held a
commanding two point lead
on Cotton. Attendees of the
event pressed their way for-
ward to the stadium railings
to watch two of the biggest
fighters in the arena duke it
out. Wolf won by submis-
sion when Cotton tapped to
a rear choke.

As the timer chimed its
tune and the referee threw
the towel onto the mat, the
two exhausted men helped

each other up and congratu-
lated one another before
Wolf ’s hand was raised.

“It’s going to be hard
leaving this,” Wolf said after
the match. “The competi-
tion is top-notch out here.
I’ve learned a plethora of
new things that can help me
along the way.”

Geletko said he felt very
proud of his fighters earning
the silver medal, especially
considering the size of their
competition.

The next major event the
fighters expect to compete
in is the Armed Forces
Pankration Championships
at Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Calif., May 16.

FIGHT, from B1

greet playgoers with a
variety of complementary
heavy hors d’oeuvres and
serve Bloody and Virgin
Mary drinks. Homemade
desserts will also be
served during intermis-
sion.

Tickets for the gala are
$25 each, and are available
now at the Hi-Desert
Publishing Company in

Yucca Valley, the Flower
Garden in Twentynine
Palms, and local Napa
Auto Parts stores.

The ticket price includes
admission, food and
drinks.

Proceeds for the event
will go toward the SI-
Twentynine Palms scholar-
ship and service projects.

For more information,
call Mrs. Irene Cruse at
668-4594.

THEATRE, from B2

Stay Proud

Stay Marine


