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A ‘note’ worthy performance
to come ~ See A3 Best ‘ace’ scenario ~ See B3

Belief in relief
See A4

Shoe throwing and night sky
glowing ~ See B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. KKEELLSSEEYY  JJ.. GGRREEEENN

Marines participate in a circuit course during a Military Sportbike Rider’s Course, offered by Cape Fox Professional Services, for sportbike riders looking to improve their skills
aboard the Combat Center, April 13.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Jen Safreed and Heather Marshall, two students who graduated the first Steps
to Success program course in January, continued with the program and now
help other military spouses receive college educations.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Sgt. John Henry, a squad leader with Company C, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
sees his newborn daughter Kelsi for the first time via Freedom Calls Foundation tele-
conference at the hospital Thursday. 1/7 is currently deployed to Camp Baharia, Iraq.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..
LLAAVVIINNEE  

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center jumped
on board with a Department

of Defense-wide program
designed specifically for sportbike

riders in the military April 13.
The Military Sportbike Rider

Course, or MSRC, was initially intro-
duced in Jan. 2008 after the Naval Safety Center determined that specific
training for sportbike riders was necessary due to the number of fatalities on
the rise, according to the NSC Web site http://safetycenter.navy/mil.

That May, Navy and Marine Corps installations began running the course.
The one-day course puts students through three hours of classroom

time and five hours of hands-on driving, said Frank R. Santiago, a motor-

cycle rider coach with the Combat
Center Safety Office.

“Our goal here is to make sur-
vivors,” Santiago said. “Sportbike
riders naturally have a more aggres-
sive attitude about riding and are not as
casual as the ‘cruiser’ riders in most cases.
MSRC is the next step for sportbike riders
after the BRC [Basic Riders Course].”

Students in the course dig deeper into
details they learned in BRC, such as learning
their limitations and the limitations of the bike itself,
Santiago said. The course will aid in giving riders more confi-
dence in their abilities while keeping their egos in check.

Staff Sgt. Chad A. Cagle, the Company A gunnery sergeant for

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

A new college progression pro-
gram has been made available to
Combat Center military spouses
who feel their time is too limited
to pursue a college education.

The program, called Steps to
Success, held its first session in
January. The idea was manifest-
ed from a liaison between the
Marine Corps Community
Services Lifelong Learning
Education Center and Copper
Mountain College, the only col-
lege campus in the local area.

Kelly Nekvinda, the pro-
gram coordinator, got together
with Jeff Fourier, the Lifelong
Learning Education Center
education service officer,
because Nekvinda saw a deep

need in the spousal community.
Many wives who wished to

advance academically had
obstacles such as jobs, child
care, finances and transporta-
tion difficulties holding them
back, Nekvinda said.

“Being a military spouse
doesn’t mean you can’t be suc-
cessful in your own right,”
Nakvinda said. “We want spous-
es to be successful and for their
husbands to support them.”

Nekvinda first offered a free,
on-base college course last year
to spouses, but had only one
person attend. It was then she
recognized that classroom loca-
tion was not the biggest hin-
drance in course enrolment.

“Some of these women may
be convinced that they just can’t
do it,” Nekvinda said. “This pro-

gram is like a support group to
help wives with any issues that
might be holding them back.”

The course begins with a
four-day initiation period where
the students conduct administra-
tive preparations for class, find
out which books they’ll need,
and get to know each other.

“We become a team,”
Nekvinda said. “We all meet
together in the home room
once a week, kind of like you
did in high school. We as wives
tend to understand each other
and each other’s struggles better
than civilians.”

The program not only pays
for the courses, it can also buy a
few books for each student,
offers free child care for those

See STEP, A3

See BIKE, A8

Combat Center ‘sports’

new motorcycle course

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM..  DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

A young Combat Center couple, separated by
deployment, received a welcomed gift
Thursday at the Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital one day after the birth of their sec-
ond child.

Sgt. John Henry, a squad leader with
Company C, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, and his wife Kimberly were reunit-
ed through a teleconference provided by the
Freedom Calls Foundation, a non-profit
organization that connects deployed service
members to their loved ones back home.

“I was really surprised because I’ve never
heard of this program before,” Kimberly
said. “When I found out he organized this, I
got really emotional because I knew he was

thinking about the baby.”
Henry, who is currently deployed to Camp

Baharia, Iraq, was excited to have an oppor-
tunity to see his newborn daughter Kelsi.

“It’s pretty awesome for me to get to see
my daughter and my wife,” he said. “I was
surprised about this at first. I guess I’m the
first one in my battalion to do this.

“I just wish I could be there right now,”
Henry said. “I want to be there more than
anything in the world.”

This has been the second teleconference
hosted at the Combat Center by the Freedom
Calls Foundation, which has been operating
for approximately five years.

The first conference occurred April 1 at
the Naval Hospital, when Lance Cpl.

Deployed Marine meets
newborn via video call

See CALL, A8



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Deal from the 

bottom, e.g.
6. “Miracle” team of

1969
10. Gullible sorts
14. Painter Picasso
15. River to the 

Caspian Sea
16. Natural soother
17. “An Inconvenient 

Truth” presenter
19. In the buff
20. Toupees, slangily
21. Gave a heads-up to
23. Cowardly sorts
27. Tough to resolve
28. Curtis of hair care
29. County, in 

Louisiana
32. Ill-suited
33. Unlike a dirt road
34. Chang’s twin
37. Fork-tailed flier
38. King in “The 

Passion of the 
Christ”

39. Practice with a pug
40. Merino mother
41. Front-end 

alignment concern
42. Hiccups cure,

supposedly
43. Needs a bib
45. In short supply
46. Lord’s realm
48. Use for support
49. Sum total
51. Sharif of film
52. Summons a genie,

perhaps
53. American Dance 

Theater founder
59. Fortune teller’s 

words
60. Snake’s posture
61. Aaron, for most of

his career
62. Fish caught in pots
63. London’s __ Park
64. Jazz combo 

instruments
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

COMBAT ENGINEER BATTALION, SUPPORT
COMPANY

“Imiss penny candy
and Big League
Chew.”

STAFF SGT. JAMARIO THOMPSON

PFC. JACK MARINO

3RD BATTALION, 4TH MARINE REGIMENT, 
COMPANY L

“Imiss playing sports
with my dad when

he coached me.”

2ND BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT,
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY

“I miss the fact that
kids have no

responsibilities.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the
Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  mmiissss  mmoosstt  
aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  kkiidd??

CPL. MARK RICHARDSON

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a pri-
vate firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or
the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract
with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commer-
cial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members
of the military services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States
government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The
appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-
Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political
affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless oth-
erwise indicated are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be direct-
ed to the Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during nor-
mal working hours at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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American Profile Hometown Content 081207

DDOOWWNN
1. Tax pro
2. Shakespearean 

prince
3. Flow back
4. Hoppy brew
5. Driving rain
6. TV chimp J.

Fred__
7. Lustful god
8. La Brea stuff
9. Did in
10. Buffalo skaters
11. First American in 

space
12. Tiny openings
13. Run-down
18. Correct the pitch 

of
22. At the center of
23. Water park feature
24. Extend, in a way
25. Inventor of

dynamite
26. Mineral deposit
29. Left Bank locale
30. Stratford’s river

31. Part of “Roy G.
Biv”

33. Do a KP chore
35. Pusher’s pursuer
36. Eco-conscious
38. Sob syllable
39. Check the price of
41. Unable to decide
42. Brilliantly colored 

beetles
44. Shakes awake
45. Kid on “South 

Park”
46. Mme. Tussaud
47. Elicit chuckles 

from
48. Mona Lisa feature
50. RPM gauge
51. “Ars Amatoria”

poet
54. Moviedom’s 

Myrna
55. Nest egg letters
56. Far from strict
57. Time to revel,

perhaps
58. “You betcha!”

Combat Center Spotlight
EEmmppllooyyeeee:: Kathleen
Hoard
OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn:: Marine
Corps
Communications-
Electronics School
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Supervisory
Visual Information
Specialist
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Making
instruction charts, help
create PowerPoint pre-
sentations, photograph-
ing equipment, person-
nel, ceremonies and
extra activities.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Horseback riding, photography and the Young
Marines Program
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb:: Photographing all the
events
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss  ssiinnccee  aabbooaarrdd  MMCCAAGGCCCC::
Getting the customer support award for helping with the
instruction of MCCES personnel.
AAnnyy  mmiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviicceess:: Yes, 25 years in the Marine Corps.
Started as private, left as a major.

1 2 3 4 5
3 5 6 7

5 8 9
6 9 7

2 8
3 1 7

7 4 9
1 4 5 6

4 8 6 1 2

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA66]]

Hot Topics

IIMMMMIIGGRRAATTIIOONN
The Legal Assistance Office, building
1514, assists all active duty (no fee) and
their spouses ($675) with becoming a
U.S. citizen. Pick up a packet. Schedule
an appointment when forms are com-
plete. A military outreach by U.S.
Citizenship & Immigration Services is
scheduled for June 4. Immigration offi-
cers will assist active duty & family mem-
bers with all types of immigration issues,
including naturalization, permanent resi-
dent status, VISAs, petitions, applica-
tions, immigration forms, and answering
questions. For more info and to sched-
ule an appointment please call 830-6111.

MMAAMMMMOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  VVAANN  AATT
CCOOMMBBAATT  CCEENNTTEERR

The Mammography Van is scheduled
to be at the Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital parking lot from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., May 8 and the Combat Center’s
Commissary parking lot May 30 to con-
duct mammography examinations for
the convenience of eligible beneficiar-
ies. Appointments are strongly encour-
aged, but walk-ins will be seen on a first
come first serve basis. For more infor-
mation or to make your appointment,
please call Becky Hale at 830-2501.

AASSYYMMCCAA  SSUUMMMMEERR  CCAAMMPP
Armed Services YMCA is hosting a free
summer camp for children of active duty
service members who are 8-14 years of
age. Registration is limited to the first 86
children. The deadline to sign up is June
11. To register, visit the ASYMCA for a
registration form at Building 192 across
from Carl’s Jr. Current physical and shot
records are required. The registration
form must be brought by the parent or
legal guardian. Service member or
dependent's military ID is required. For
more information call 830-7481.

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

AApprriill  2233,,  11997711

A battalion landing team from Camp
Lejuene, N.C., rushes to sea during

Operation Exotic Dancer IV as part of a
show of force designed to discourage

Cuba from taking advantage of the politi-
cal instability in Haiti following the death

of President Francois Duvalier.

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

SSGGTT..  CCHHRRIISSTTOOPPHHEERR  DD..  PPIILLGGRRIIMM
TETS RESOURCES CHIEF, COMPANY A, MARINE CORPS

COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS SCHOOL

As Marines, we have so many blocks of time that can
be summed up in a “start date – end date” format.

I recently reached the end date of my second
tour in Okinawa; this one lasted just a little more
than three years. I suppose you could also say that
I just had another start date, marking the begin-
ning of my third tour at the Combat Center.

As a noncommissioned officer, one of my
“standard” mentoring discussion topics with my
young Marines is loosely based on the message of
a poem by Linda Ellis. The poem describes a eulo-
gy being read at a funeral, and the “start date – end
date” on the gravestone.

What caught my attention was that the most
important part of that expression of time was the
dash in the middle. Sure, the start date is impor-
tant; it marks the beginning of something.
Likewise, the end date is important; but the most
important part of the equation is the dash, since it
represents everything that happened, or that you
accomplished, or learned, or taught during that
period of time.

We take care of our dash on a daily basis with
the actions we take to make ourselves, our fellow
humans and our community better.

I received a very nice plaque from the Marines
in my platoon when I left my previous unit, and
they wrote some nice, and some humorous, com-

ments into the inscription. But as nice as the
plaque is, it represents so much more to me than
what they could have written. Somehow, in that
three year dash of time in Okinawa, I managed to
finish my Associate of Arts degree, become a
Marine Corps Martial Arts instructor and
progress to black belt, pursue training in tradition-
al Okinawan karate and become a black belt in
that discipline, complete a tour in Iraq, serve as a
squad advisor for the Corporals Course, and take
my wife and two sons to explore the tropical par-
adise that is Okinawa.

I say this not to boast about things I have done,
but to encourage you to do something to take care
of your dash. There are many ways to get
involved with the local community here; and giv-
ing of your time and talents can bring you far
more satisfaction than you will ever get from a
hazy blur of bar-hopping every weekend.

Marine Corps Community Services offers a
host of resources for Marines, sailors, and fami-
ly members.

In addition to the colleges who offer classes
on base, there are schools who offer distance edu-
cation via the internet.

Your only limitation to self improvement is
yourself.

I will do my best to take care of my dash, and
make it really count for something — because I
don’t know my end date. How will you take care
of your dash?

Taking Care of the Dash



with children, and also offers
free tutoring sessions.

“These women who
come here start to realize
that they no longer have a

problem on their own,”
Nekvinda said. “They can
share and confide in each
other for everything.”

Heather Marshall, a student
who graduated the first course,
said she has experienced bene-

fits in both her academic future
and her friendships since
enrolling in the course.

“I tried taking college
classes several time before
this,” Marshall said. “But
things kept coming up and
I’d never finish them. I hon-
estly think I may not have
made it through this time
either if it wasn’t for the girls.

“When I heard about the
program, I thought to myself
that I would be stupid if I
didn’t do this. I have a two-
year-old and a five-year-old,
but between all the coordina-
tion with us girls, the child
care and the financial aid, all
the work was done for me.”

Marshall said she now dedi-
cates her time to helping
Nekvinda spread the word to

military spouses about the pro-
gram in hopes it can change
their lives the way it did hers.

Jen Safreed, another stu-
dent who graduated in
Marshall’s class, agreed.

“This is such a great sup-
port network and resource
for Marine wives to go to col-
lege,” Safreed said. “It was
really nice meeting all the
people too since I was new to
the area. It’s helpful to be able
to discuss important topics
that affect us outside of the
classroom. You literally have
everything you need right
here at your finger tips.”

The next courses are
scheduled to take place June
1 and Aug. 3. To learn more,
e-mail Nekvinda at ksweet-
man@cmccd.edu.

STEP, from A1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

The Steps to Success program offered by Copper
Mountain College and the Marine Corps Community
Services Lifelong Learning Education Center on base
aims to give military spouses free college credits and
finical aid for books. Free child care is also provided.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT AAPPRRIILL 2244,,  22000099 AA33
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‘President’s Own’ visits Combat Center
PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Eight members of “The
President’s Own” United
States Marine Band visited
the Combat Center band
Tuesday to provide mentor-
ship and to prepare for
their joint performance at
the Sunset Cinema Sunday
at 4 p.m.

The second annual Coats
of Red and Blue Concert is
free and open to the public.
The doors will open at 3 p.m.
and guests will be seated on a
first-come, first-served basis.

The event will treat atten-
dees to a unique musical expe-
rience, said Sgt. Steven
Hofmann, a percussionist
with the Combat Center band.

“The President’s Own” is
uniquely charged with the duty
of providing music for the
President of the United States
and the Commandant of the
Marine Corps and often per-
forms for visiting dignitaries
and heads of state, according to
the President’s Own Web site,
http://www.marineband.usmc.
mil.

“The President’s Own”
band has historic roots as the
first Marine Corps band, so
they bring a lot of history to
the table when they perform,
Hofman added.

The musicians, who came
all the way from Washington,
D.C., to visit the Combat
Center, have a combined
total of over 200 years of
musical experience and have
untold amounts of knowl-
edge to pass on to the
Combat Center band, said
Lance Cpl. Jacob Drum, a
saxophone player with the
Combat Center band and
native of Charlotte, N.C.

“It’s a great opportunity
to teach and learn from other
talented musicians,” said Staff
Sgt. Gabriel Gitman, a
French horn player with “The
President’s Own” band. “We
can provide them with good
and practical advice.”

The performance Sunday
will be a welcomed relief
from the day-to-day life in the
desert and will showcase
some unusually good music
and talent, Drum said.

“I wouldn’t want to miss
it,” he said.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Members of “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band have a question and answer period with the Combat Center band before they
begin to practice for the concert Sunday afternoon at the Sunset Cinema.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

The trombone players in the Combat Center band practice with Master Sgt.
Charles A. Casey, from “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band,
Tuesday as they prepare to perform at the Sunset Cinema Sunday afternoon.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Bisesi, a percussionist with “The
President’s Own” United States Marine Band, mentors a
percussionist in the Combat Center band.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS
MM..  DDUUNNNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

YUCCA VALLEY, Calif. –
Members of the Combat
Center’s Navy-Marine
Corps Relief Society
enjoyed an afternoon of
camaraderie while recogniz-
ing some of their key volun-
teers during an awards
luncheon Wednesday.

More than 50 volunteers
gathered at the Sizzler
restaurant in Yucca Valley,
Calif., to present awards to
11 members of the society
for the number of hours
they have contributed to
helping the Combat Center’s
Marines and sailors in need.

“The Navy-Marine Corps
Relief Society hosts these
luncheons twice a year,” said

Michele Cutrer, the
NMCRS chair of volun-
teers. “Not only is this week
National Volunteer Week,
but we really just want to
honor our volunteers for the
amount of time they put
into giving back.”

Awards were presented
to members who served
100, 300, 500, 600, 1,000,
2,000, 5,000, and 9,000
hours of volunteer service.
A special award was also
given to volunteer Ruth
Hanft for her 23 years of
service to the organization.

“Volunteering is so
rewarding, but I think we’re
rewarded more because it’s
such a good feeling to help
people,” Hanft said. “These
kids are away from their
parents and grandparents,
so for them to receive some
help for their labors proba-
bly gives them a good feel-
ing too.”

Sgt. Maj. Susan M. Bellis,
the Combat Center’s ser-
geant major, attended the
luncheon as the honorary
guest speaker.

“I just wanted to take the
time to say thank you,” Bellis

said. “You’re all valuable –
each and every one of you –
no matter what the need.

“A lot of times, you don’t
get to meet the families
you’re helping, but you con-
tinue to serve and that’s
incredible to me.”

Since Jan. 1, NMCRS has
distributed approximately
$350,000 to Marines, sailors
and their families who had
financial difficulties. Ray
Caldwell, the base’s NMCRS
director, believes this could
not be accomplished without
the help of the volunteers.

“They are dedicated, self-
less, believe in the Marines
and sailors, and they make
my job much easier because
of their dedication,” he said.
“They speak for themselves.
This is all for them.”

NMCRS is known for
providing Quick Assist
Loans and other interest-
free loans, but they also
offer care beyond the scope
of financial aid. If you
would like to contribute to
the fund, need help, or sim-
ply want to get more infor-
mation, contact the organi-
zation at 830-6323.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Remotec, the Tennessee
based robotics company, sent
an instructor to educate and
train Explosive Ordnance
Disposal technicians with
Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374 on EOD
robots Tuesday through
today at the Combat Center.

The purpose of the training
was to help instruct less experi-
enced Marines in the unit on

how to perform standard main-
tenance on the robots, said
Scott Jenkins, a Remotec serv-
ice technician and instructor,
and a native of Clinton, Tenn.

“The Marines here right
now are somewhat new to the
unit, and that’s why I’m here, to
train them,” Jenkins said. “The
Marines have to be qualified to
work on the robots before they
can do it on their own.”

“All the operators must be
qualified to do the mainte-
nance for their robots,” he

said. “We run the operators
through the training on how to
do the basic operations with
the robots and how to use all
the attachments on them.”

“They may not use the
robots for every part of their
job, but it is still crucial they
know how to perform these
tasks themselves,” he said.
“It’s a big part of their job,
and it is good for them to
know how to do it.”

Staff Sgt. Michael
Engstrom, an EOD techni-
cian with MWSS–374, spoke
highly of the training and how
much it helps the Marines.

“It’s a great course and it
helps us to know all the ‘ins
and outs’ of the robot,” said
the Tucson, Ariz., native. “It
really helps us get to know
our equipment better.”

Engstrom said the knowl-
edge they get from the class
is vital to accomplishing their
mission.

“Being more knowledge-
able about our equipment
really helps with finishing all
our operations,” he said.
“Instead of having to send
things away to be fixed we
can do it ourselves.”

The abilities the Marines
gain from doing the training
is what makes it worth while,
he said.

“The training is great, you
know the deficiencies, expec-
tations and limits of the
machine when you know how
every inch of it is put togeth-
er,” he said.

Having the knowledge and
ability to support ourselves will
help us in our operations
down the road.”
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en

a 
V
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Y 

62

 ★

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 St. James 
 Anglican Mission
 Invites all to come & study

 “The History of the
 Christian Church”

 For more information call
  760-989-0006

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Compañerismo de
 Creyentes en Cristo

 FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
 (meets at Little Church  of the  Desert)

 6079 Adobe Road
 Twentynine Palms, California 92277

 SUNDAY/DOMINGO:     1:00 P.M. 
 Albert L. Perez, Pastor  (760) 819-9669

 E-mail: creyente-y-siervo@verizon.net

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

The camera on the Remote Ordnance Neutralization
System robot made by Remotec stands as Explosive
Ordnance Disposal technicians with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374 perform maintenance on parts of
its chassis.

EOD technicians train
with Remotec robots

Committed to a cause

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Sgt. Maj. Susan M. Bellis, the Combat Center’s base sergeant major, addresses
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society volunteers as the guest speaker of the NMCRS
awards luncheon in Yucca Valley, Calif., Wednesday.
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The Combat Center’s
Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Branch was awarded
by the Secretary of the
Navy for excellence in
reducing hazardous waste
and costs March 12.

The management section
earned a pollution preven-
tion team category award,
part of the bi-annual
Secretary of the Navy Fiscal
Year ’08 Environmental
Award package, said Patrick
Mills, the Hazardous Waste
Management Branch head.

The award highlights the
branch’s exceptional use of
resources to create low-cost
and efficient recycling
processes to reduce and
eliminate hazardous waste,
Mills explained.

Through the use of
recycling materials such as
lithium and acid batteries,
oil, paint, automobile fil-
ters, fuel and antifreeze,
the HWMB saved this
installation more than $1
million on average each
year for the past two years,
Mills said.

“One man’s trash is
another man’s treasure,”
Mills said. “We used to pay
to have all these things sent
out and disposed of. It’s
like flushing the tax payer’s
money down a toilet.

“Our method is to work
smarter, not harder.” he
said. “We’re moving
toward a much more fiscal-
ly responsive process of
cost avoidance.”

In addition to saving
more than $2 million since
2007, the management
branch has also put more
than 120 metric tons of
recycled material back into
use, Mills said.

Dave Budd, the envi-
ronmental protection spe-
cialist with HWMB, is

responsible for the recy-
cling process at the haz-
ardous waste lot. Budd said
it is through team work
and initiative that his sec-
tion helps cut down on the
entire waste stream.

“We want to find the
best way to handle haz-
ardous waste without leav-
ing a footprint on
MCAGCC,” Budd said.
“Lower costs benefit the
base by saving all this
money, and we’re meeting
federal and state mandates
to reduce hazardous waste
at the same time.”

Jimmie Risper, the haz-
ardous waste specialist
with HWMS, agreed.

“Winning this award
means we are running a
tight shift here,” Risper
said. “We work very well as
a team and pay attention to
details – this award makes
the entire base look good.”

To learn more about the
awards or military installa-
tions’ obligations to elimi-
nate or reduce amounts
hazardous waste, refer to
Executive Order 13423.
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Several representatives of
the Combat Center’s military
housing organizations came
together to learn a new way
of getting service members
into homes quickly and easi-
ly during an Automated
Housing Referral Network
conference at the Ocotillo
Lincoln Military Housing
building Tuesday.

Lisa Townsend, an
AHRN representative, met
with Combat Center mili-
tary housing staff to
enlighten them on the con-
venience and value of an
online listing system that
effectively tracks available
housing and rental locations
for outgoing and incoming
military families.

Typical house or apart-
ment shopping normally
involves a great deal of dis-
appointments due to the lag
in time between a location
being advertised, and then
being sold or rented out,
Townsend said.

“About seven of every 10
listings for housing are out-
dated,” Townsend said.
“Our network delivers real-
time data to make the
process much more efficient
so the homes that are evalu-
ated by our military are actu-
ally available. They will never
see a listing that is unavail-
able.”

The network, which is
sponsored by the Department
of Defense, first came about
in 2004 after statistics showed
that an average of 67 percent
of military families live in off-
base housing and that there
was a great need for it. Many
of these families, however,
would need to stay in tempo-
rary lodging upon arrival at a
new duty station since house

listings were outdated and dif-
ficult to narrow down.

The network functions
by keeping a balance
between the information
flow from property man-
agers and the information
made available to shoppers
on the Web site.

While house shoppers
may waste untold amounts
of time and energy pursuing
dead-end prospects, AHRN
works to reduce the amount
of time in listing responses,
narrows down listing details
to suit the needs of the serv-
ice member, provides one-
on-one advice from an
AHRN representative in a
time of need, and helps fam-
ilies save money on advertis-
ing property.

The network also provides
users with the option of hav-
ing a secondary “shopper” so
couples who are separated by
deployment or duties can stay
on the same page with their
house hunting, Townsend
said.

Ken Tinquist, the Military
Family Housing director
here, said the network will
greatly assist families who
would normally have an
average of a 12 to 18-month
wait for housing.

“Now that this thing is up
and running, it’s going to be
a great tool for us to use,”
Tinquist said.

Diana Torres, a Lincoln
Military Housing coordina-
tor, agreed.

“This is a one-stop shop
for our service members,”
Torres said. “I’m really excit-
ed about all this because I
am the one who does the
referrals and this is going to
be really valuable.”

In 2008, 94 percent of
military members said they
would recommend the net-
work to fellow service mem-

bers, while more than 98
percent of military housing
offices recommended the
same to their working coun-
terparts.

To learn more about
AHRN or to start planning
ahead for an upcoming
move, visit the Web site
http://www.ahrn.com.
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Staff members of the Combat Center’s Lincoln Military
Housing and Military Family Housing gather for an
AHRN conference at the Ocotillo Lincoln Military
Housing building Tuesday.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Military housing staff members held an Automated Housing Referral Network conference at the Ocotillo Lincoln
Military Housing building to share information on the new house and rental listing system Tuesday.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Ammunition cans and other ballistics containers are col-
lected from ranges and sorted by workers at the Range
Sustainment Branch here to be recycled and resold to
high-bidding companies.

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
SSuunnddaayyss

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess
8 a.m.-Faith
Formation/CCD 
September through
May building 1551  
8:45 a.m.-

Confessions+
9 a.m.-Rosary
9:30 a.m.-Catholic

Mass*
9:30 a.m.-Children’s

Liturgy of the Word
4:15 p.m.-

Confessions+
4 p.m.-Choir Practice
4:30 p.m.-Rosary
5 p.m.-Catholic Mass

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Lay-led independent
Baptist breakfast
8:30 a.m.-West Wing
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
Calvary Chapel-AGC
9 a.m.-Worship*
9 a.m.-Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m.-Sunday
School*
6 p.m.-Youth Group
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
11:30 a.m.-Worship
Building 1707
PPaassttoorr--lleedd  AAsssseemmbblliieess
ooff GGoodd  wwoorrsshhiipp
9:30 a.m.-Sunday
School  
10:30 a.m.-Worship   
LLeeggeenndd
*  Indicates Child Care
Provided
+ Appointments can
be for Confessions by
calling 830-6456/6482

WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss
MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy
Immaculate Heart of Mary
11:45 a.m.-Catholic Mass
(except holidays)
TTuueessddaayy

Christ Chapel
9 a.m.-Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
September though May
Immaculate Heart of Mary
4-5:30 p.m.-Children’s RCIA
5-8 p.m.-Catechist Meeting 
(Second Tuesday each month)
6-7:30 p.m.-Baptism Class
(First Tuesday each month)         
WWeeddnneessddaayy

Christ Chapel
7 p.m.-Lay-led Gospel Bible
Study
Immaculate Heart of Mary
9:30 a.m.-Military Council of
Catholic Women*     
September to May
6 p.m.-Youth Teen
7 p.m.-Knights of Columbus
(1st Wednesday each month)
TThhuurrssddaayy

Christ Chapel
6 p.m.-Praise Band Rehearsal       
Immaculate Heart of Mary
6-7:30 p.m.-RCIA
Resumes Sept. 11  
C&E Barracks Bldg 1666
11:30 a.m.-Bible Study
Chaplain Moran 830-6187
FFrriiddaayy

Christ Chapel
5 p.m.-Gospel Rehearsal 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
12:15 p.m. 4:30 p.m.-
Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed
Sacrament 
(First Friday each month)

House hunting just got a whole lot easier

Waste management branch
awarded for green processes

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Jay Jones, a work leader at the Range Sustainment
Branch here, throws ammunition cans into a sorting tub
to later be shredded and sold to off-base companies.
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The Marine Corps
Communications-Electronics
School recently won the
Marine Corps Safety
Achievement in Safety Award
April 15, for their interactive
and hands-on approach for
teaching MCCES students
and personnel about safety.

The Marine Corps
Achievement in Safety Award
is presented to one Marine
Corps command in four dif-
ferent groups that has estab-
lished the most outstanding
safety program. The groups
are divided by the number of
Marines that are in the battal-
ion throughout the year.
MCCES qualified for Group
2 with more than 5,000
Marines training throughout
the school every year.

MCCES won the award
due to their innovated safety
director and staff that pro-
mote safety as a way of doing

business vice something that
has to be done, said Lt. Col.
Charles Carroll, the battalion
executive officer for MCCES.

“Safety isn’t something
you do,” said Carroll, a Santa
Maria, Calif., native. “It is a
byproduct of what we do
every day.”

Dr. Joyce Teters, the safety
director for MCCES, said they
would have never won the
award without the help of her
safety representatives, which
include MCCES staff and
instructors who teach the
students about safety directly.

MCCES promotes safety a
number of ways, including
safety stand-downs twice a
year, safety fairs and three
mandatory motorcycle safety
classes. MCCES also has a
motorcycle club that goes on
safety rides quarterly. Classes
are also held to emphasize the
importance of suicide preven-
tion, heat stress, wild animals,
earthquakes, hazard commu-
nications and drunk driving.

“Throughout the year we

will hold these stand-downs
but we don’t stop there,”
Teters said. “We are always
out there trying to raise
awareness and help keep the
Marines’ eyes open to their
surroundings.”

One of the major reasons
MCCES won the award was
because of their hands-on
approach to their safety
stand-downs.

Held at Victory Field
twice a year, their stand-
downs will introduce speak-
ers who have been affected
by ignoring safety issues. Last
year, MCCES students were
introduced to Marine veter-
ans who have lost limbs in
motorcycle accidents.

“It is not death by
PowerPoint,” Carroll said.
“The only way they’ll under-
stand safety and use it is if they
see it and can experience it.”

Professional motorcycle
stunt riders also attend the
stand-downs to emphasize
the importance of safety wile
riding a motorcycle. Since
introducing motorcycle safety,
MCCES has had no motorcy-
cle mishaps since 2008.

Marines can also roam
about the field and ride tricy-
cles with beer goggles, expe-
rience the ‘earthquake room’
and learn from Joshua Tree
National Park rangers about
camping, rock climbing and
wild animals.

“The Marines here have a

right to work in a safe envi-
ronment,” said Teters, a
Redlands, Calif., native.

“They need to know what
precautions they need to take
while conducting field opera-

tions, working with lithium
batteries and even marching
down the street.”

MCCES will continue to
evolve their safety program
to meet the needs of every
Marine attending the school,
Carroll said.

“We start teaching them
about safety when they first get
off the bus,” Carroll said. “And
what they learn here they can
carry it out into the fleet.”
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 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 Believe it or not, I had an error of fact in a recent 
 column.  Reader Dean Small correctly pointed out 
 that St. Patrick was born in Wales, not England. St. 
 Patrick’s mother was a beautiful Welsh maiden and 
 his father was a handsome Roman soldier. The 
 family name was Sucot. St. Patrick was born in 389.

 Dean Small is a great guy and despite being long 
 retired and not a young fellow any longer he is a 
 wonderful community volunteer. Among other 
 things, he is a regularly scheduled driver for the 
 Disabled American Veterans.  He drives van loads 
 of patriots from the Hi-Desert to the Veteran’s 
 Hospital in Loma Linda.

 I have another friend, Larry Avner, who also drives 
 Disabled Veterans to Loma Linda.  In addition, Larry 
 and his wife Joan, who have been married 59 
 years, are both extremely active volunteers in the 
 Yucca Valley area.

 Ranger Laureen Lentz is responsible for an 
 excellent volunteer program at Joshua Tree 
 National Park and my wife Patty is a volunteer 
 assistant. Anyone interested in this significant 
 volunteer program should telephone Ranger Lentz 
 at 367-5524.

 This Saturday a group of volunteers from the LDS 
 Churches is donating a clean-up project at 
 Hidden Valley in Joshua Tree National Park. The 
 opportunities for individuals and groups to 
 unselfishly serve others never end. Every non-profit 
 agency and our hospitals and nursing homes need 
 volunteers.

 Become a volunteer, regardless of your age. The 
 rewards are a sense of deep satisfaction and the 
 joy that comes from the giving of yourself to that 
 which is worthy.

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 R.J. TATE
 MOBILE NOTARY PUBLIC

 Serving the entire High Desert
 Twentynine Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley

 Telephone – 713-1492
 Certified & Screened by NNA and FBI

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, for the upcoming Fri-
day’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

11999933  NNIISSSSAANN  224400SSXX
149,708 miles. Willnot pass
smog. Great project car.
$1500. Call for details 910-
3429. 4/17/09

11999977  YYAAMMAAHHAA  BBAANNSSHHEEEE
Runs great, many extras.
$5,000 obo. Call for details.
910-3429. 4/17/09

22000066  FFOORRDD  FF--115500  FFOORR
SSAALLEE,, 25,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. $15,000.
Call (619) 559-2550. 4/3/09

JJEETTTTAA  WWOOLLFFSSBBUURRGG  EEDDII--
TTIIOONN  11..88TT, 5 speed,
80,000 miles. $5,700 OBO.
219-2184. 3/13/09

22000011  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  DDXX,, 5-
speed Transmission, Black,
140K miles 38+ MPG,
(724) 113-2799. 3/13/09

22000055  HHOONNDDAA  AACCCCOORRDD
SSEE.. Moon window power 6
Cylinder $16,500. Leave
message 367-3326.
2/27/09

TTOOYYOOTTAA  TTAACCOOMMAA  TTRRUUCCKK
BBEEDD  DDIIVVIIDDEERR.. Fits 2005-
2008 models. Excellent
condition. Asking $200.
Contact 835-4178. 2/27/09

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, 4
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or 5th
wheel. $3,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 2/27/09

22000066  SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO  11550000HHDD
CCRREEWW  CCAABB,, 36,000 miles,
$18,000, great condition,
extras, call Bryan at 898-
5549. 2/20/09

22000000  PPOORRSSCCHHEE  BBOOXXTTEERR
33,, Excellent cond., call for
details. $23,000. See lemon
lot. Cell 401-7315. 2/6/09

22000033  CCHHEEVVYY  BBLLAAZZEERR  ZZRR22
EEDDIITTIIOONN,, 68,000 miles,
4x4, lots of extras, great
truck. $11,900 OBO. Call
Ricky 865-0077. 2/6/09

22000055 HHOONNDDAA  SS22000000  CCOONN--
VVEERRTTIIBBLLEE 19” wheels, new
tires, low mileage. Asking
$18,000. See Lemon Lot.
696-7181. 1/16/09 

MMIISSCC..

RRIIFFLLEE  SSCCOOPPEE,, Night Force
NXS 5.5-22 x 50 mm obj. 30
mm tube. $1,500. Call home
365-5725 or cell 668-2326.
4/24/09

..3333KK  EENNGGAAGGEEMMEENNTT  DDIIAA--
MMOONNDD  RRIINNGG,, Brand new,
never been worn. Please
call (310) 425-5445. 4/17/09

SSEEEEKKIINNGG  CCAARRPPOOOOLL from
Palm Springs to the Combat
Center, alternate work sched-
ule, hours are flexible. Call
Paul for more info. 910-5241.
4/17/09

WWAANNTTEEDD:: CCOOLLTT  11991111  AA11
..4455  PPIISSTTOOLL.. Service issue.
Reasonable price or trade.
Bill. USMC Ret. 367-6030.
4/3/09

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE.. Large oak
entertainment unit. $100.
Oak bookcase $50. 367-
6030. 4/3/09

CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIBBLLEE  SSEETT  OOFF  2244
MMAARRIINNEE  CCOOIINNSS.. Silver. 25
years old. $1,000. Other sil-
ver coins at different prices.
Bill. 367-6030. 4/3/09

HHOORRSSEE  FFOORR  LLEEAASSEE.. Paint
mare, barrel racer. $220 per
month includes feed and
boarding. Call Tim at 367-
7183. 3/20/09

MMOOVVIIEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE.. $5 per
movie or 5 movies for $20.Call
Tim at 367-7183. 3/20/09

HHPP  77225500NN  DDEESSKKTTOOPP
CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR  22..88GGHHZZ,, 2GB
RAM, 160GB HD + 500GB
removable HD, $500 and
HP DV9308NR 17" laptop
1.6 Ghz, 2GB RAM $500,
865-0076. 3/13/09

CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT.. Oak finish.
4 glass doors, drawers, stor-
age below. Xclt. cond. $300.
Call 567-7921. 2/6/09

SSPPAACCIIOOUUSS  22  BBEEDD,, 22  BBAATTHH
HHOOUUSSEE w/ den, dining room,
large living room w/ fireplace,
central air/swamp, walk-in clos-
ets, indoor laundry, att. two car
garage and storage shed. No
pets. $900 per month +
deposit. Military discount. (330)
497-0261. 2/6/09

CCHHIILLDD’’SS  LLOOFFTT  BBEEDD With
ladder and slide. $50.
367-1630. 1/23/09

3300””,, 1144  KKAARRAATT  GGOOLLDD
CCHHAAIINN,, Italian cut, with 14
CT. gold cross. Paid $1100
just for chain. $800 OBO.
Call Tim 367-7183. 1/16/09

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO  BBYY  KKAATTHHLLEEEENN  HHOOAARRDD

Marines with the Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School ride tricycles while
wearing beer goggles to learn what it is like to drive while intoxicated during a MCCES
safety stand-down Nov. 15, 2007 at Victory Field.

 Relay For Life of Yucca Valley
 Yucca Valley High School

 April 25, 2009
 9:00 am Saturday ‘til 9:00 am Sunday

 Celebrate. Remember. Fight Back!

 For further event information, please contact 
 Maria Selva, Team Captain at (760) 365-3315 ext 224

 Register as a team or a survivor, 
 make a donation, volunteer or 
 purchase a Luminaria bag In 

 Honor or In memory of someone.
  Enter to win one of many gifts. 

 All proceeds go to Relay for Life.

 H i-D esert Pu b lishin g Co.
 You r Com m u nity N ewspapers, W orking to serve you better
 56445 29 Pa lm s Hwy., Y u cca  Va lley, CA  92284

 We’re Fighting Back

 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.’s team “Trailing Stars” will be “Cruising for a 
 Cure” for 24 straight hours in an effort to help raise enough money for 
 the cure of all cancers.
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

1 6 7 2 9 8 3 4 5
2 9 3 5 4 6 8 7 1
5 4 8 7 1 3 2 9 6
6 3 9 1 8 7 5 2 4
7 2 1 6 5 4 9 8 3
8 5 4 3 2 9 1 6 7

3 7 5 8 6 2 4 1 9
9 1 2 4 7 5 6 3 8
4 8 6 9 3 1 7 5 2

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

MCCES paves the way to a safer Marine Corps

Stay Proud

Stay Marine
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Headquarters Battalion,
has been riding motorized
bikes for 16 years. He said
he understands why the
Navy and Marine Corps
would “single out” sport-
bikes riders.

“I think part of it has to
do with the un-proportional
amount of fatalities on sport
bikes,” said Cagle, a North
Little Rock, Ark., native. “I
think a lot of that goes back
not only to us as riders, but
to us as Marines, too. We
tend to think we’re invinci-
ble, and that mentality is not
always combat related.”

Bob Piirainen, the traffic
safety program manager
here, said the increase in
motorcycle fatalities played
a large role in the establish-
ment of the program.

“There are more sport-
bike riders than there are
cruisers,” Piirainen said.
“The sportbike riders are
also getting hurt at a much
higher rate than the cruiser
riders.

“I like the program
because these guys are tak-
ing what they learned in
BRC and ERC [experience
riders course] and building
on it,” he said. “In the
MSRC they increase their
speed and lean angles, and

get more confident in what
their motorcycles can do
for them. We want these
guys to know what they can
do with their motorcycles
so they can stay out of
harm’s way on the road.”

The idea of making
another advanced riding

program is being discussed
by the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation; only this one
will target cruiser riders,
Piirainen said.

“Even though I know
the commands are busy,
this is not only a new
requirement in the Marine

Corps, it’s also something
the guys will get many ben-
efits from,” Piirainen said.
“I ask that we get as many
commands as possible to
make commitments so we
can really get this thing
rolling.”

The next MSRC is

scheduled to take place in
May. For more information
on MSRC, refer to Office
of the Chief of Naval
Operations Instruction
5100.12H or call the
Combat Center Safety
Office motor safety vehi-
cles section at 830-6154.

AA88  AAPPRRIILL 2244,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 4-29-09

 72878  29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms
 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i .

 00 CHEVY GMC SIERRA

 #265576

 WAS $11,888
         $10,888

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 PRICE

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 *On site  *On site 
 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days for  to 60 days for 
 1st payment 1st payment

 $ 8 , 8 8 8 $ 8 , 8 8 8

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.
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 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 Spring Clearance  Spring Clearance  Spring Clearance 
 Super Sale Super Sale Super Sale

 03 FORD THUNDERBIRD

 #105197

 WAS $21,888
         $18,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 C OLLECTOR’S C OLLECTOR’S
 ITEM HARDTOP ITEM HARDTOP
 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE

 V-8 V-8

 WHAT WHAT
 A  A 

 DEAL! DEAL!

 04 TOYOTA COROLLA

 #281902

 WAS $13,888
         $11,588

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 POWER  POWER 
 MOON  MOON 
 ROOF ROOF
 4 CYL 4 CYL

 #606259

 WAS $24,888
         $23,888

 05 NISSAN 350 Z

 $ 2
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 1 , 8 8 8

 6  6 
 SPEED SPEED

 PRICE

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride from  Ride from 

 Base Base

 08 DODGE AVENGER

 #143711

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 FACTORY FACTORY
 WARRANTY WARRANTY

 06 TOYOTA SCION XB

 #109828

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 OVER 25  OVER 25 
 MPG UNDER  MPG UNDER 

 30K MILE  30K MILE 
 5 SPD 5 SPD

 PRICE

 08 CHRYSLER SEBRING

 #271319

 WAS $22,888
         $18,888

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE

 PRICE

 07 FORD FOCUS ZX5 SES

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 #319367

 WAS $17,888
         $16,888

 5 SPEED  5 SPEED 
 POWER  POWER 

 MOON ROOF  MOON ROOF 
 FACTORY  FACTORY 

 WARRANTY WARRANTY
 PRICE

 05 FORD 500

 #169978

 WAS $17,888
         $16,588

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 ONLY  ONLY 
 38 K  38 K 

 MILES MILES

 PRICE

 #864205

 WAS $22,888
         $20,888

 07 DODGE CHARGER

 PRICE

 $ 1
 9 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 9 , 8 8 8

 22”  Rims 22”  Rims
 Over  Over 

 25 Mpg 25 Mpg

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. KKEELLSSEEYY  JJ.. GGRREEEENN

Marines wait in line for a circuit course to begin during a Military Sportbike Rider’s Course offered by Cape Fox
Professional Services for riders looking to improve their skills aboard the Combat Center April. 13.

BIKE, from A1
Francisco Vazquez, a scout with
Company D, 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, and his
wife Giselle were connected after
the birth of their daughter
Angelina.

In addition to offering video
teleconferencing for family events,
Freedom Calls also provides 1.5
million telephone minutes per
month on their satellite network to
military families. All services come
at no cost to the service members
or their loved ones, according to
an April 21 press release from the
Naval Hospital.

“The birth of a child is a spe-
cial occasion and we don’t want
[service members] to miss the
whole event,” said Navy Capt.
Denise Johnson, the Naval
Hospital director of nursing.
“For nearly 50 percent of the
births here, the support partner is
away on deployment, so it’s nice
to be able to give them the oppor-
tunity to see their children when
they’re away.

“To be fighting for our country
and still be able to share in this
experience is just amazing,” she
said.

Kelsi is the couple’s second
child. They are also the proud par-
ents of 2-year-old Keira.

Henry and the rest of his bat-
talion are currently halfway
through their deployment in Iraq.
They are expected to return to the
Combat Center this fall.

CALL, from A1



PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

More than 25 Combat
Center Marines and sailors
took to the cards at the
Combat Center’s staff non-
commissioned officer club,
Hashmarks, as they out-
witted each other to see
who would claim first place
during the Texas Hold’em
tournament Saturday.

The players had to be an
NCO or above and paid $25
to play. The winner went
home with a $300 gift card
to the Marine Corps
Exchange.

The tournaments are
held almost every month
and have been going on for
nearly five years, said
Vernon Cook, the tourna-
ment director and El Reno,
Okla., native.

Texas Hold’em has
become more popular since
people have started watch-
ing the various tournaments
on television, he added. The
tournaments on base are a
great place for beginners to
learn and veterans to get
better.

“I’ve been playing since
the tournaments started,”
said Clint Baul, who fin-
ished fourth in the tourna-
ment and won a $100 gift
card. “There’s a lot of good
camaraderie, and it’s a good
place to learn, practice and
get better.”

Each time he’s won, he
said the gift cards go to his
wife and have helped pay
for a washing machine, a
refrigerator and a televi-
sion.

During the six hour ses-
sion, players slowly lost all
their chips and were
knocked out of the tourna-
ment until the play was
down to just two competi-
tors; Cpl. Isaac Pacheco and
Sgt. Jonathon Huckaba,
both motor transport oper-
ators with the Tactical
Training Exercise Control
Group.

After playing head-to-
head for roughly 15 min-
utes, Pacheco went all-in
with a hand that just wasn’t
enough to win the tourna-
ment, and Huckaba took
the first place prize as
Pacheco threw his hands in
the air in exasperation.

“I told my wife that if I
won I’d get a Nintendo
Wii, said Huckaba. “I
guess now I need to stop
by the PX.”

The next Texas Hold’em
tournament is scheduled for
June 20.

For more information
contact 830-1402.
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Fight Club 29 warriors Hunter Pulliam (left) and Allen McBroom proudly display
their medals from the Grapplers’ Experience tournament in San Bernardino,
Calif., Saturday. McBroom, who took home a gold medal, won the 195-pound
class for the pankration mixed martial arts competition. Pulliam received the
bronze medal in the 195-weight class grappling competition. A third fighter,
Jarrett Edwards, also earned a gold medal for his performance in the tourna-
ment. Edwards took home the top prize for the middleweight grappling competi-
tion. Fight Club 29 is currently preparing for the Battle at the Armory grappling
tournament at the Millennia Dojo in Ontario, Calif., May 2.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a paralegal clerk with the Combat Center’s Staff Judge Advocate and a native of New Britain, Conn., soaks–in the night sky Friday night in the Mojave
National Preserve as his friends cook over a campfire in the background.

Hashmarks hosts
hold’em tournament

Aaron’s exploits; street light to starry night

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
CCOOMMBBAATT CCOORRRREESSPPOONNDDEENNTT

MMOOJJAAVVEE  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  PPRREESSEERRVVEE,,
CCaalliiff.. ——  LLaannccee  CCppll.. AAaarroonn  KKrriissttooppiikk,, aa
ppaarraalleeggaall  cclleerrkk  wwiitthh  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr’’ss
SSttaaffff JJuuddggee  AAddvvooccaattee  aanndd  aa  nnaattiivvee  ooff
NNeeww  BBrriittaaiinn,, CCoonnnn..,, ffoolllloowweedd  uupp  hhiiss  ddiiss--
aappppooiinnttiinngg  ttrriipp  ttoo  OOlldd  DDaallee  llaasstt  wweeeekk
wwiitthh  aann  eexxppeeddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt  iinn
sseeaarrcchh  ooff sscceenneerryy  aanndd  ssoolliittuuddee..

KKrriissttooppiikk  ssaaiidd  hhee  ffeelltt  iitt  wwoouulldd  bbee  ggrreeaatt
ffoorr  hhiimm  mmeennttaallllyy  ttoo  ggeett  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee
ssttrreesssseess  ooff eevveerryyddaayy  lliiffee  aanndd  bbee  aatt  oonnee
wwiitthh  nnaattuurree..

““II  jjuusstt  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  ggeett  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  iitt  aallll,,””
KKrriissttooppiikk  ssaaiidd.. ““TThheerree’’ss  aallwwaayyss  ssoo  mmuucchh
ggooiinngg  oonn  aarroouunndd  mmee.. II  ffiigguurreedd  ggooiinngg
ccaammppiinngg  aanndd  bbeeiinngg  iinn  rreeaall,, uunnssppooiilleedd
nnaattuurree  wwoouulldd  bbee  rreellaaxxiinngg..””

KKrriissttooppiikk  ttrraavveelleedd  ttoo  aa  rreemmoottee  ccaammpp--
ggrroouunndd  ttuucckkeedd  aawwaayy  ooffff ooff HHiissttoorriicc
RRoouuttee  6666  iinn  tthhee  MMoojjaavvee  NNaattiioonnaall

PPrreesseerrvvee..
““II  hhaadd  aa  ffrriieenndd  wwhhoo  ssaaiidd  hhee  kknneeww  tthhee

wwaayy,,”” KKrriissttooppiikk  ssaaiidd.. ““II  ppllaannnneedd  oonn
ggooiinngg  ttoo  JJoosshhuuaa  TTrreeee  NNaattiioonnaall  PPaarrkk,, bbuutt
tthhaatt  wwaassnn’’tt  iissoollaatteedd  eennoouugghh  ffoorr  mmee.. II
wwaanntteedd  ttoo  ggeett  iinn  sseerriioouuss,, aa  ppllaaccee  wwhheerree
nnoott  eevveenn  mmyy  pphhoonnee  wwoorrkkss..””

KKrriissttooppiikk  ssaaiidd  iitt  wwaass  aa  lloott  ooff ffuunn  ttoo
hhaavvee  aa  ffeeww  cclloossee  ffrriieennddss  ttaagg  aalloonngg  oonn  oonnee
ooff hhiiss  jjoouurrnneeyyss..

““IItt  wwaass  mmee  aanndd  eeiigghhtt  ooff mmyy  ggoooodd
ffrriieennddss,,”” hhee  ssaaiidd.. ““WWee  mmaaddee  oouurr  ccaammpp--
ssiittee  aanndd  ssaatt  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ffiirree  ppllaayyiinngg  gguuii--
ttaarr,, ssiinnggiinngg  aanndd  wwee  ttrriieedd  mmaakkiinngg
ssaauussaaggeess,, bbuutt  II’’mm  nnoott  mmuucchh  ooff aa  ccooookk..””

KKrriissttooppiikk  ssaaiidd  aafftteerr  tthhee  lloonngg  jjoouurrnneeyy,,
tthhee  sscceenneerryy  wwaass  wwhhaatt  mmaaddee  tthhee  ddrriivviinngg
wwoorrtthh  iitt..

““IItt  wwaass  aabboouutt  aann  hhoouurr  aanndd  aa  hhaallff uunnttiill
wwee  ggoott  tthheerree,,”” hhee  ssaaiidd.. ““TThhee  lloonngg  ddrriivvee
wwaass  aallll  wwoorrtthh  iitt.. CCrryyssttaall  cclleeaarr  sskkiieess.. II’’vvee

See EXPLOITS, B2

San Bernardino smackdown!

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Sgt. Jonathon Huckaba, a motor transport operator with
the TTECG and winner of Saturday night’s Texas Hold’em
tournament, ponders his next bet at the Combat Center’s
SNCO club, Hashmarks.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Cpl. Isaac Pacheco, a motor transport operator with the Tactical Training Exercise
Control Group and second place winner in Saturday’s Texas Hold’em tournament at the
Combat Center’s staff noncommissioned officer club, Hashmarks, awaits the ‘river,’ or
last card placed for all players to see.



never seen so many stars in
real life before.”

Other than the skies,
Kristopik said the clean,

unspoiled surroundings
made the experience great.

“It was awesome, the air
was so clean,” he said. “With
a giant mass like Lake
Bandini sitting in your back

yard, you forget how nice it
can be outside in the desert.”

The rules at the site make
it so easy for someone to
just pack up and go enjoy
without planning, he said.

Kristopik admitted he
doesn’t always plan things
before heading out.

“It’s great, all you have to
do is not litter or vandalize
the place, he said. “It’s totally

free to go there.”
Kristopik did do some of

his homework, however,
thanks to http://www.nps.gov,
he was able to learn the rules
about the campground and its
location, along with others in
the preserve.

“I looked up stuff
online,” he said. “A little web
surfing and I was able to
find everything I needed to
know, which turns out is
very little.”

Kristopik said aside from
the roadside camping areas
there were many other
places for someone to go to.

“Versatility, flexibility, just
pure awesome; that’s how I
would describe the array of
camp sites,” he said.
“Roadside camping, camp-
ing in the mountains, there’s
places you have to hike for
miles to get to.

“My favorite part was
reading that you have to be
within a certain distance of
water sources,” he said.
“That’s hardcore camping.”

Kristopik said he would-
n’t be able to make it with-
out a little help.

“I did a little reading, but
since I don’t have a car I had
to rely more or less on
friend or two, or three to get
me there,” he said.

Kristopik said there were
other people there, and they
added to the overall pleasant
experience.

“Me and some buddies
were just hanging around by
our fire when a few students
from UCLA [University of
California, Los Angeles]
showed up,” he said. “Who’s
not going to talk to a good
looking girl in the middle of
nowhere?”

Kristopik said although
isolated, there were several
people camping in the area
who added to the overall
pleasant experience.

“I’m a city guy, so it means
more to me to be able to go
out into the boondocks and
have a good time away from
the busy life I have,” he said.
“It’s some good stuff out
there. If anyone has the
chance I would totally recom-
mend they to head out there.”

The strange roadside
attractions on the way to the
camp ground added to the
experience one has on the
way out there, he said.

“Every time that I’m out
this way I have to stop at the
‘shoe tree,’ and I actually
threw some shoes in there this
time,” he said. “It’s a strange
phenomenon, you never
know what you’re going to
find out here in the desert.”

To get to the preserve
from the Combat Center,
take Amboy Road until it
hits National Trails Highway,
also known as Route 66.
Take a right on Route 66 for
6  1/2 miles and make a left
onto Kelbaker Road.
Kelbaker will take you
directly into the preserve.

The shoe tree can be
found shortly after passing
through the small town of
Amboy, Calif., on Historic
Route 66.
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FFRRII.. 44//2244 SSAATT.. 44//2255  &&  SSUUNN.. 44//2266

SSAATT.. 55//1166

FFRRII.. 44//2244

SSAATT.. 55//55

PPuullpp  CCoouunnttrryy  PPaarrttyy!!
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Art Queen
61855 29 Palms Hwy.,
Joshua Tree
For more info call 366-2700
or visit http://www.thesun
runner.com

TThhuunnddeerr  DDoowwnn  UUnnddeerr
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 
Casino Resort
46-200 Harrison Pl.
Coachella
For more info call 866-377-
6829 or visit http://www.spot
light29.com

FFRRII.. 55//1155

TThhee  ccoommeeddyy  ooff  LLiissaa  LLaammppaanneellllii
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Dr.
Rancho Mirage
For more info call (888) 999-1995

SSAATT.. 44//2255

OOppeenniinngg  NNiigghhtt  GGaallaa  ffoorr  
““AA  BBaadd  YYeeaarr  ffoorr  TToommaattooeess””
Time: 6 p.m.
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Rd.
Twentynine Palms
For more info call 361-4151 or
visit http://www.theatre29.com

““YYiinngg--YYaanngg,, MMiinnnniiee--MMee”” CCoollllaaggee
PPaaiinnttiinngg  bbyy  GGrreettcchheenn  GGrruunntt
Time: All day event
Where: 29 Palms Creative Center
& Gallery
6847 Adobe Rd., Twentynine Palms
For info call 361-1805 or visit http://
www.29palmscreativecenter.com

FFRRII.. 44//2244  &&  SSAATT.. 44//2255

SSAATT.. 55//99

TThhee  ccoommeeddyy  ooff  BBiillll  CCoossbbyy
Time: 1st show at 7:30 p.m.
2nd show at 10 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort
and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info call (800) 252-4499
or visit http://www.morongocasino
resort.com

SSAATT.. 55//2233

AAllllmmaann  BBrrootthheerrss  BBaanndd  &&  
DDoooobbiiee  BBrrootthheerrss
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy., Indio
For more info call (800) 827-2946
or visit http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

CCiinnccoo  ddee  MMaayyoo  aatt  SSppoottlliigghhtt  2299
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
Resort
46-200 Harrison Pl.
Coachella
For more info call 866-377-6829
or visit http://www.spotlight29.com

HHii--DDeesseerrtt  CChhoorruuss--SSpprriinngg
CCoonncceerrtt
Time: 2:30 p.m.
Where: Yucca Valley Community
Center
57090 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7211

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 As a Federal Employee,  your  retirement
 is important to us at Kirk Financial Group

 Learn how  your  Federal Employee Benefits Plan works and how to make the best 
 choices for you and your family. We have the answers you’re looking for:

 is not an affiliate of
 NEXT Financial Group. Inc.

 222 E. Main, Suite 205
 Bastow, California 92311

 james.kirk@nextfinancial.com
 www.kirkfinancialgroup.com

 James Kirk, CLU, ChFC, LUTCF
 Owner
 tel (760) 255-2776
 fax (760) 256-8261

 •  Retirement Eligibility for 
 CSRS and FERS Employees

 •  Military Buy Back

 •  Survivor Benefits
 •  Federal Employees Group LIfe (FEGLI)

 • Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)

 •  Flexible Spending Account (FSA)
 •  Pension Offset
 •  Social Security

 Get a FREE analysis of your federal employee benefits plans by calling 
 us for more information at 760-255-2776. We can help you today!

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 4/24/09 -  4/30/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 State Of Play
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  600, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 7:00

 17 Again
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Fighting
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Obsessed
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

CCooppppeerr  MMoouunnttaaiinn  CCoolllleeggee
SSpprriinngg  AArrtt  LLeeccttuurreess..
BBrruuccee  MMiilllleerr:: BBeeffoorree  aanndd  AAfftteerr
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Copper Mountain
College
6162 Rotary Way, Joshua Tree
Room 119. Admission free

EXPLOITS, from B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a paralegal clerk with the
Combat Center’s Staff Judge Advocate, relaxes by the
fire as friends play the guitar and sing in the middle of the
Mojave National Preserve Friday night.

See ‘bromantic’ comedy ‘I Love You, Man’
NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

I Love You, Man - Rated
R
Starring Paul Rudd and
Jason Segel

In “I Love You, Man,” a
comedy about one man try-
ing to connect with his kind,
Paul Rudd plays Peter Klaven,
a Los Angeles real estate
agent who’s just become
engaged. Peter’s a good guy, a
nice guy, a doting fiancé. But
as wedding plans begin to
take shape, he realizes he
doesn’t have a best man.

More specifically, he
doesn’t have ANY close
male friends. Sure, Peter
knows other guys, but he’s
not really part of their
worlds. He’s an outsider who
doesn’t know how to do any
of the guy things that guys
do and say, seemingly so

effortlessly, around other
guys.

And when he tries to do
those things, the results of
his ineptitude are hilarious.

After a couple of unsuc-
cessful male-bonding experi-
ences, Peter crosses paths with
Sydney Fife (Jason Segel), a
slacker-ish “dude’s dude” who
happens to be everything but-
toned-up Peter isn’t.

The term for Peter and
Syndey’s relationship, “bro-
mance,” entered the lexicon
in the 1990s to describe a
strong non-physical attrac-
tion between two straight
males, a close emotional con-
nection shared by two guys
who just dig hanging out with
each other.

This could have been tricky
ground to traverse, and anoth-
er movie might not have han-
dled it so deftly, with so much
sharp, spot-on cleverness
about the dynamics of rela-

tionships and how they differ
between men and women,
men and men, and women
and women. And although it’s
about guys, it’s not necessarily
targeted at them. Females will
find it quite funny.

It’s R-rated for some
rather graphic dialogue, but
this engine runs on more
smarts than smut. Both
Rudd and Segel are
immensely likeable as actors,
and their characters here are
so much fun to watch. They
make the laughs come easy.

Even “Incredible Hulk”
TV actor Lou Ferrigno gets
into the act, playing himself
in an unexpectedly uproari-
ous cameo—and providing a
metaphor about how every
man, no matter how refined
on the surface, can also have
a roaring “Hulk” side that
sometimes just needs to
come bustin’ out.

Everything builds to

Peter’s wedding, with a final
comedic twist you probably
won’t see coming. And be
sure to stick around for the

credits, when a couple of the
movie’s gags come full circle.

It all makes for a witty, well-
made celebration of friend-

ship in which two very differ-
ent guys come to know and
appreciate each other. It’s hard
not to like “I Love You, Man.”

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

“I Love You, Man” is a comedy about friendship and male bonding with hysterical movie
gags. It’s a witty, well made movie celebrating the friendship of two very different guys.
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 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY  10% Active

 Military Discount

 The Men’s Room
 S HAVING  & G ROOMING  G EAR  F OR  M EN

 174 North Palm Canyon Drive
 Palm Springs, CA 92262
 760 778 6787
 Open Sun-Wed 10-6 Thur-Sat 10-8
 TheMensRoom @ XPECT

 Straight Razors
 Double Edge Blades & Handles

 Colognes
 Shaving Creams and Soaps

 Skin Care

 ClassicShaving.com

      Letterman Jackets, 
      Team Uniforms, 
          T-shirts, Banners,  
        Embroidery, Decals & More

 5865 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms •  361-0300

 4
 It’s Time to Play!

 Sports N’ More

 W E ’ V E   M O V E D ! W E ’ V E   M O V E D !

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Daryck Fickel, a player with the Untouchables, spikes the ball against the Hospital team dur-
ing their game on Wednesday night for the Commanding General’s Intramural Volleyball
league.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Glenn Schott, a player with the Scrappers, makes contact with a ball during their
game with Tanks Tuesday during the Commanding General’s Intramural Softball
League.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Rachele Parente, a player with the
Untouchables, blocks a shot.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Cristina Warnest (right) and Renato Batallones go head to head at
the end of their game on Wednesday night during the Commanding
General’s Intramural Volleyball league.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Stephen McCall, a pitcher for Tanks, slides into home plate to score one of the first
runs for his team against the Scrappers Tuesday at the Combat Center’s Felix field
during the beginning week of the Commanding General’s Intramural Softball League.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Brant Dowd, an outfielder with the Scrappers, winds up and prepares to crack a pitch
over the fence Tuesday in their game with Tanks at the Combat Center’s Felix Field
in the Commanding General’s Intramural Softball league.

CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall’’ss  IInnttrraammuurraall
VVoolllleeyybbaallll  LLeeaagguuee

TTeeaamm    WWiinnss  LLoosssseess
HQBN 1 6 0
Hospital 1 4 2
MCCES 4 3
HQBN 2 2 4
Hospital 2 0 7

WWeeddnneessddaayy’’ss  ggaammeess
MCCES  defeats HQBN 2

Hospital 1 defeats Hospital 2

HQBN 1 defeats HQBN 2

Hospital 1  defeats HQBN 2

Combat Center sports
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