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Correcting sight picture 
See A3

Fever slow pitch
See B3

See you ‘Lei’-ter Twentynine
Palms ~ See A3

Better to burn out then fade
away ~ See B1

Combat Center graced by ‘The President’s Own’
PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

With help from eight mem-
bers of “The President’s
Own” United States Marine
Band, the Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center
Band filled the Sunset
Cinema with brilliant music
during the Coats of Red and
Blue 2 concert Sunday
evening.

The members of “The
President’s Own” came to
the Combat Center April 21
and shared their musical skills
with the Combat Center
band throughout the week in
preparation for Sunday’s per-
formance.

“The President’s Own” is
the oldest professional musi-
cal organization, established
by Congress in 1798, and
therefore brings a great deal

of knowledge and history to
the table whenever they per-
form, said Sgt. Steven A.
Hofmann, a percussionist
with the Combat Center
Band and Dallas native.

To be selected for “The
President’s Own,” the only
band tasked with performing
for the president and the
Commandant of the Marine
Corps, one has to be the
cream of the crop in the
music world, he said. The
eight musicians who came to
the Combat Center have,
combined, more than 200
years of musical experience
and bring a wealth of knowl-
edge to share with members
of the Combat Center Band.

At the start of the per-
formance, Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Stephen B. Giove,
the Combat Center Band’s
conductor and Hollywood,

Fla., promised the crowd an
entertaining show featuring
music the audience might not
expect from a military band.

In commemoration of
William Shakespeare’s bap-
tism date, the band began
their performance with
Reed’s “Othello,” a musical
rendition of Shakespeare’s
tragedy.

Next, the band changed
tempo and moved to a jazz
song, featuring a solo by
Combat Center clarinetist
Cpl. Patricia A. Newby, a
Miami native.

As promised, the band
then played some rather
unconventional music, ventur-
ing into songs from the classic
“Looney Tunes” cartoon.

The band didn’t stop
there; they then played musicPPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Daniel Phillips, a trumpeter with the Combat Center Band makes his trumpet
sing during the Coats of Red and Blue 2 concert at the Sunset Cinema Sunday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

The Marines of Company C, 1st Tank Battalion, dismounted their tanks at the Combat Center’s Range 111 Monday and Tuesday
to conduct urban warfare training as part of their pre-deployment training process.

See BAND, A10

Swine flu; information
for concerned parents

and caregivers
TTHHEE  CCEENNTTEERRSS  FFOORR  DDIISSEEAASSEE  CCOONNTTRROOLL  AANNDD
PPRREEVVEENNTTIIOONN

What is H1N1?
H1N1, or swine flu, is a type of influenza virus

that causes respiratory disease that can spread
between people. Most people infected with this
virus in the United States have had mild disease,
but some have had more severe illness, and there
has been at least one death. Young children, preg-
nant women, and people with chronic diseases like
asthma, diabetes, or heart disease may be at higher
risk for complications from this infection. More
information about who may be at higher risk will
be available when more is known about the disease.
There are steps you can take to protect your fami-
ly and to know when to seek medical care.

What are the symptoms?
In most children, the symptoms of H1N1 are

similar to the symptoms of regular flu. They
include: fever, cough, sore throat, body aches,
headache, chills and fatigue, and occasionally
vomiting and diarrhea.

Young children may not have typical symp-
toms, but may have difficulty breathing and low
activity. Little is known about how H1N1 may
affect children. However, the CDC believes the
infection may be similar to other flu infections.
Typically, flu infections cause mild disease in chil-
dren, but children under five years old are more
likely to have serious illness than older children.
Flu infections tend to be more severe in children
with chronic medical conditions.

How to keep from getting it:
Flu viruses spread from person to person main-

ly through the coughing or sneezing of a sick per-
son. Flu virus may also be spread when a person
touches something that is contaminated with the
virus and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or
mouth. The CDC believes H1N1 spreads the same
way as other flu viruses. Right now, there is no vac-
cine to protect against H1N1, but there are every-
day actions that can help prevent the spread of
germs that cause respiratory illnesses like H1N1:
• Teach your children to wash their hands 

frequently with soap and water for 20 
seconds. Be sure to set a good example by 
doing this yourself.

• Teach your children to cough and sneeze 
into a tissue or into the inside of their 
elbow. Be sure to set a good example by 
doing this yourself.

• Teach your children to stay at least six feet 
away from people who are sick.

• Children who are sick should stay home 
from school and daycare and stay away 
from other people until they are better.

• In communities where H1N1 has occurred,
stay away from shopping malls, movie 
theaters, or other places where there are large

Boots 
on the
ground

Boots 
on the
ground
1st Tanks dismount,
attack MOUT training
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines with Company C, 1st Tank
Battalion, got off of their vehicles and sub-
merged themselves in an urban warfare
environment Monday through Wednesday
at the Combat Center’s Range 111.

The training was meant to prepare the
Marines, who are usually riding in tanks,
the basic tactics of operating in an urban
environment, said Capt. Peter M.
Rummler, the company commander and
a native of Oscar, La.

“It’s a tank battalion, we’re usually in
tanks,” Rummler said. “We’re training to
be more proficient on the ground outside
of our machines.”

Rummler said training is important for
the Marines to take in and learn from,
because missions for the tankers overseas
are not always in their tanks, but dis-
mounted as infantry .

“Its vital for every Marine to have
basic house-clearing skills,” he said. “Our
training with both live and non-live fire
training is important in several ways.

“Our Marines are going to be taught

the slow way, by walking through and not
using rounds,” he said. “They also are
going to get a better feel for things as they
get to use live rounds when they go
through the facility at full speed.”

The upcoming deployment for the
company might encompass them utiliz-
ing the skills they have, Rummler said.

“From current information we have,
Charlie Company is deploying in the fall
of this year,” he said.

“Our operations in Iraq may cause us to

See FLU, A3

See TANKS, A10



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Drags one’s feet
7. Study all night
11.Profs’ aides
14.Biblical plague 

insect
15.Gives a new look to
17.Sketcher’s eraser
18.Average Joe
19.Railroad cross beam
20.Fuse unit
22.Flows slowly
23.“Peanuts” epithet
26.__ out (just manage)
28.Pundit Coulter
29.Gives a thumbs-up 

to
30.About 1/28 ounce
34.Brake features
36.Some English 

collegians
37.“Do a Good Turn 

Daily” group
40.Remove via wagon,

maybe
43.The Beatles’ “Any 

Time __”
47.Chewy Italian candy

48.Architect I.M. __
50.Long or Peeples
51.California’s Big __
52.Dines at noon
55.Zesty dip
59.Fond du __, Wisc.
60.Jeans brand
61.Aesthetic pursuits
63.Take back, as one’s 

story
66.Unlikely protagonist
67.End of a bully’s 

threat
68.Classic British two-

seaters
69.Remained
70.Go down hill, so to

speak
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

SEPARATIONS CLERK, HEADQUARTERS
BATTALION

“Hmm ... I like a
big stack of

fluffy pancakes with
melted butter – because

they’re fantastic.”

LANCE CPL. RONALD CASTILLO

PETTY OFFICER 3RD CLASS 
BENJAMIN SWAIN

HOSPITAL NURSE, 3RD BATTALION, 
11TH MARINE REGIMENT

“I like eggs sunny-side-
up and French toast,

because they taste deli-
cious.”

S4 ALPHA, 3RD BATTALION, 
11TH MARINE REGIMENT

“My favorite is break-
fast burritos,

because you can put so
much in them and they still

taste good.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the
Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  bbrreeaakkffaasstt
ffoooodd  aanndd  wwhhyy??

2ND LT. ANDREW REAVES

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a pri-
vate firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or
the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract
with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commer-
cial enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members
of the military services. Contents of the Observation Post are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States
government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The
appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-
Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political
affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless oth-
erwise indicated are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be direct-
ed to the Public Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during nor-
mal working hours at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Hearst kid nap org.
2. Trattoria dessert
3. They speak louder 

than words
4. Raced at the 

Winter Olympics
5. Baton Rouge sch.
6. A gospel writer
7. Fancy flapjack
8. Jeremiah Wright’s 

title: Abbr.
9. Iowa State’s home
10.Greedy one’s cry
11.Egg-based paint
12.“First Dude” Todd

Palin, e.g.
13.W-2 ID
16.Salon supply
21.Prefix with deed,

lead, or read
23.__ about (rove)
24.Split off from the 

band
25.Snapshot, slangily
27.Ambulance letters
31.__ TURN (road 

sign)

32.Involve by necessity
33.Main point
35.Radioer on the 

road
36.Outer: Prefix
38.Hither’s partner
39.Dragged to court
40.Oz. and kg.
41.Part of HUD
42.Adventurous rovers
44.Toughens, as metal
45.Driver’s need
46.“Well, __-di-dah!”
48.Prankster’s spheroid
49.Money set aside
53.Former “The Price

Is Right” announcer
Johnny

54.Gastric woe
56.Hawaiian keepsake
57.Satirical Mort
58.Land measure
61.Relatives: Abbr.
62.Prefix with angle or

pod
64.Suffix with ranch
65.Letterman list 

count

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Msgt.
Fernando Ramirez
JJoobb  TTiittllee::
Instructor Group
Chief
UUnniitt:: Marine
Corps Tactics and
Operations
Group.
DDuuttiieess:: Faculty
advisor for the
tactical Marine Air
Ground Task
Force course,
writing curriculum
and working with
the academics
instructor course.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee
mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr

jjoobb??:: Going out to assist units with their three-four day
excersises.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Smoking cigars and drinking scotch.
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: 22 years in the Marine Corps.
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: four years

1 2 3 4
4 1 3 5
2 6

1 4 3 7
5 7 2 8
7 5 1 9

6 2
7 5 8 1

2 9 7 4

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA55]]

Hot Topics

IIMMMMIIGGRRAATTIIOONN
The Legal Assistance Office,
building 1514, assists all active
duty (no fee) and their spouses
($675) with becoming a U.S. citi-
zen. Pick up a packet. Schedule an
appointment when forms are
complete. A military outreach by
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration
Services is scheduled for June 4.
Immigration officers will assist
active duty & family members
with all types of immigration
issues, including naturalization,
permanent resident status, VISAs,
petitions, applications, immigra-
tion forms, and answering ques-
tions. For more info and to sched-
ule an appointment please call
830-6111.

AASSYYMMCCAA  SSUUMMMMEERR
CCAAMMPP

Armed Services YMCA is hosting
a free summer camp for children
of active duty service members
who are 8-14 years of age.
Registration is limited to the first
86 children. The deadline to sign
up is June 11. To register, visit the
ASYMCA for a registration form
at Building 192 across from Carl’s
Jr. Current physical and shot
records are required. The registra-
tion form must be brought by the
parent or legal guardian. Service
member or dependent's military
ID is required. For more informa-
tion call 830-7481.

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

MMaayy  11,,  11999922

Brig. Gen. Marvin Hopgood Jr.
led 1,500 Marines from Marine

Corps Camp Pendleton, Calif. to
help quell the Los Angeles riots.

MMoorrnniinngg  RRoouuttee 11sstt  RRuunn 22nndd  RRuunn
Two Mile Rd. - Two Mile Rd. 5:15 a.m. 6:30 a.m.
Two Mile Rd. - Desert Knoll Ave. 5:17 a.m. 6:32 a.m.
Desert Knoll Ave. - Joe Davis Dr. 5:20 a.m. 6:35 a.m.
Joe Davis Dr. - Luckie Ave. 5:25 a.m. 6:40 a.m.
Condor Rd. - Argos Rd. 5:30 a.m. 6:45 a.m.
Condor Rd. - Rainbow Canyon 5:32 a.m. 6:47 a.m.
Condor Rd. - Saddleback 5:35 a.m. 6:50 a.m.
Agate Rd. - Desert Ave. 5:38 a.m. 6:53 a.m.
Plant St. - Cactus Dr. 5:40 a.m. 6:55 a.m.
De Valle - 3rd St. 5:45 a.m. 7 a.m.
De Valle - 12th St. 5:50 a.m. 7:05 a.m.
De Valle - 11th St. 5:55 a.m. 7:10 a.m.
Griffin Rd. - 10th St. 6 a.m. 7:15 a.m.
Brown Rd. - 7th St. 6:05 a.m. 7:20 a.m.
Brown Rd. - 5th St. 6:07 a.m. 7:22 a.m.
Brown Rd. - 3rd St. 6:08 a.m. 7:23 a.m.
Brown Rd. - 1st St. 6:10 a.m. 7:25 a.m.

AAfftteerrnnoooonn  RRoouuttee 11sstt  RRuunn 22nndd  RRuunn 33rrdd  RRuunn

De Valle - 3rd St. 3:15 p.m. 4:30 p.m. 5:45 p.m.
De Valle - 12th St. 3:17 p.m. 4:32 p.m. 5:47 p.m.
De Valle - 11th St. 3:20 p.m. 4:35 p.m. 5:50 p.m.
Griffin Rd. - 10th St. 3:25 p.m. 4:40 p.m. 5:55 p.m.
Brown Rd. - 7th St. 3:30 p.m. 4:45 p.m. 6 p.m.
Brown Rd. - 5th St. 3:32 p.m. 4:47 p.m. 6:02 p.m.
Brown Rd. - 3rd St. 3:35 p.m. 4:50 p.m. 6:05 p.m.
Brown Rd. - 1st St. 3:38 p.m. 4:53 p.m. 6:08 p.m.
Two Mile Rd. - Two Mile Rd. 3:40 p.m. 4:55 p.m. 6:10 p.m.
Two Mile - Desert Knoll Ave. 3:45 p.m. 5 p.m. 6:15 p.m.
Desert Knoll - Joe Davis Dr. 3:50 p.m. 5:05 p.m. 6:20 p.m.
Joe Davis Dr. - Luckie Ave. 3:55 p.m. 5:10 p.m. 6:25 p.m.
Condor Rd. - Argos Rd. 4 p.m. 5:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
Condor Rd. - Rainbow Cny. 4:05 p.m. 5:20 p.m. 6:35 p.m.
Condor Rd. - Saddleback 4:07 p.m. 5:22 p.m. 6:37 p.m.
Agate Rd. - Desert Ave. 4:08 p.m. 5:23 p.m. 6:38 p.m.
Plant St. - Cactus Dr. 4:10 p.m. 5:25 p.m. 6:40 p.m.

The purpose of this program is to provide no cost transportation to and from work
for Marines and sailors residing in 801, Adobe Flats, Shadow Mountain, and Palm
Vista housing areas. The shuttle will run Monday through Friday during scheduled
morning and evening hours. Schedule of pick up and drop of times are listed above.



groups of people.
What to do if your child is

sick:
• Unless they need medical 

attention, keep children who
are sick at home. Don’t send
them to school or daycare.

• Have them drink a lot of
liquid (juice, water, Pedialyte).

• Rest is important. Keep the
sick child comfortable.

• For fever, sore throat, and 
muscle aches, you can use 
fever-reducing medicines 
your doctor recommends
based on your child’s age.
Do not use aspirin with 
children or teenagers; it 
can cause Reye’s syndrome,
a life-threatening illness.

• If someone in your home is 
sick, keep him or her away 
from those who are not sick.

• Keep tissues close to the sick
person and have a trash bag
for disposing used tissues.

If your child comes in con-
tact with someone with
H1N1, ask your doctor if he
or she should receive antiviral

medicines to prevent getting
sick from H1N1.
If your child experiences any
of the following warning signs,
seek emergency medical care:
• Fast breathing or trouble 

breathing 
• Bluish or gray skin color 
• Not drinking enough fluids 
• Not waking up or not 

interacting 

• Being so irritable that he or 
she does not want to be held 

• Not urinating or no tears 
when crying 

• Their symptoms improve 
but then return with fever 
and worse cough 
For more information call

1-800-CDC-INFO (232-
4636), or go to http://
www.cdc.gov/swineflu

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT MMAAYY 11,,  22000099 AA33

 As a Federal Employee,  your  retirement
 is important to us at Kirk Financial Group

 Learn how  your  Federal Employee Benefits Plan works and how to make the best 
 choices for you and your family. We have the answers you’re looking for:

 is not an affiliate of
 NEXT Financial Group. Inc.

 222 E. Main, Suite 205
 Bastow, California 92311

 james.kirk@nextfinancial.com
 www.kirkfinancialgroup.com

 James Kirk, CLU, ChFC, LUTCF
 Owner
 tel (760) 255-2776
 fax (760) 256-8261

 •  Retirement Eligibility for 
 CSRS and FERS Employees

 •  Military Buy Back

 •  Survivor Benefits
 •  Federal Employees Group LIfe (FEGLI)

 • Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)

 •  Flexible Spending Account (FSA)
 •  Pension Offset
 •  Social Security

 Get a FREE analysis of your federal employee benefits plans by calling 
 us for more information at 760-255-2776. We can help you today!

 Lifelong member of the community & committed to you since 1990

 228-1474 228-1474
 Norman K. Smith D.V.M. Norman K. Smith D.V.M.
 7332 Pioneer town Road 7332 Pioneer town Road
 Yucca Val ley,  CA 92284 Yucca Val ley,  CA 92284

 Indoor equine faci l i ty Indoor equine faci l i ty
 Hours by Appointment Hours by Appointment

 COMPLETE VETERINARY CARE

 PIONEER PET FAIR 2009

 COME JOIN US FOR A DAY OF FUN & EDUCATION INCLUDING:
 ★  DEMONSTRATIONS  ★  CONTESTS  ★  PET ADOPTIONS 

 ★  SPECIAL VENDORS  ★  MANY GIVE-AWAYS 
 ★  LIVE AUCTIONS

 SNACKS AND WATER
  AVAILABLE FOR PETS & PEOPLE

 BRING YOUR PETS
 ★  ALL PETS MUST BE ON A LEASH  ★

 HELP R
AISE $

$

  FOR L
OCAL 

 ANIMAL 

 SHELTE
RS!

 MAY 2 ND  10 AM - 3 PM
 LOCATED AT 7332 PIONEERTOWN ROAD, YUCCA VALLEY

Marines ‘set sights’ on marksmanship skills
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines are currently par-
taking in the most recent
Combat Marksmanship
Coaches course at the
Marksmanship Training
Unit rifle range that started
April 20 and is scheduled to
end May 8.

The students in the
course undergo a 14-day
training package designed to
enhance their knowledge of
basic Marine Corps marks-
manship.

In the classroom, Marines
polished up on topics such
as the effects of weather and
wind on a shooter, getting
into a combat mind set, bal-
listics and more.

“Coaches help CMTs
[Combat Marksmanship
Trainers] analyze, critique
and evaluate all aspects of
marksmanship,” said Sgt.
Peter E. Cornelius, the chief
instructor of the course.

Cornelius said the course
begins with teaching stu-
dents how to give preparato-
ry training classes. It then
escalates to teaching stu-
dents more details on basic
pistol and rifle marksman-
ship, and then combat rifle
marksmanship.

“There is a lot more to

critique than what you origi-
nally think of when you first
get here,” said Cpl. Grady
Harmon, a student in the

course. “Anyone who hasn’t
been to this course can come
here and really improve their
shooting.”

Staff Sgt. David W.
Feltgen, a mess hall liaison
from Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training

Center Bridgeport, Calif., was
also a first-time student in the
course. Prior to the course,
Feltgen said he had not had

an opportunity to qualify
with a pistol and was glad

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Cpl. Scott Riley, a student in the most recent Combat Marksmanship Coaches course, prepares to take a well-aimed shot at the Marksmanship
Training Unit rifle range Monday.

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

FLU, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Linda Barnes, the G-1 assistant chief
of staff, presents Bruce Dewald, the
former Combat Center security manag-
er, with a retirement flag yesterday at
the Desert Winds Golf Course eatery,
Duffer’s Retreat. The flag, along with
many other gifts and awards, were
given to Dewald for his retirement after
more than 50 years of federal service.

Dewald, a 30-year Navy veteran,
has been the base security manager
since 2000. Since he began here, he
has implemented numerous personnel
security plans for the installation,
including Marine Corps Tactics and
Operations Group, the Robert E. Bush
Naval Hospital and Marine Corps Air-
Ground Task Force Training Command.

“[Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center] Twentynine Palms has been
my longest association with the
Marine Corps and the best, so thank
you for that,” Dewald said to the cere-
mony attendees. “It’s been a long,
exceptional time. Thank you for every-
thing. Aloha!”

Base bids “aloha”

to security manager

See SIGHTS, A7



AA44  MMAAYY 11,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley 57273 Onaga Tr., 365-3671
 The United Methodist Church

 Sunday Classes for All Ages - 9:30 AM
 Worship 10:30 AM  (Child Care Available)

 Bible Study: Mon., 10:30 AM; Wed., 7:00 PM

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla

 Bu
en
a 
V
is
ta

 HW
Y 
62

 ★

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 St. James 
 Anglican Mission
 Invites all to come & study

 “The History of the
 Christian Church”

 For more information call
  760-989-0006

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Family Advocacy
Program office plans on ini-
tiating a new program
intended to educate Combat
Center personnel on
domestic violence aware-
ness in June.

The new program, called
Violence Prevention Aware-
ness Training, is not a pro-
gram aimed at assisting vic-
tims of domestic violence,
but rather designed to edu-
cate service and family
members on which behav-
iors are considered domes-
tic violence.

“We needed something
that was available for those
who desired to get educa-
tion on domestic vio-
lence,” said Peter Morris,
the Family Advocacy
Program branch manager.
“Think of this as
Domestic Violence 101.”

Domestic violence is
described as any behavior
where one person imposes
their will on a family mem-
ber, Morris said.

Demi Dimmae, a family
advocacy prevention educa-
tion specialist, agreed and
said the average person usu-
ally considers only physical
harm and battery as domes-
tic violence.

“Domestic violence can
be verbal or preying on some-
one’s emotions,” Dimmae
said. “There are many aspects
of it, but people usually don’t
see that. They only think of

the physical part.”
The program, which

will offer four closed-ses-
sion classes twice a month,
is a solution-focused
course, said Barbara
Conlee, a clinical coun-
selor with the Family
Advocacy Program.

“We don’t focus on the
problem as much as we
focus on finding a solu-
tion,” Conlee said. “When
you are solution-focused,
you are building on past
successes instead of past
problems. We want to come
from a positive aspect of
education of what domestic
violence is and how you can
prevent it.”

In the course, partici-
pants will learn signs of
abusive behavior, types of
emotional abuse, how to
resolve arguments and keep
them under control, anger
management techniques,
and about resources made
available to domestic vio-
lence victims.

Attendees of the course
will also watch videos,
have discussions and activ-
ities, and receive a certifi-
cate of completion on
graduation day.

If you or someone you
know has fallen victim to
domestic abuse, anony-
mous tips can be reported
to the victim advocate sec-
tion at 830-4314. To sign up
for the course or to learn
more about VPAT, call the
Family Advocacy Program
at 830-6345.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

HHAALLLLIIEE  LLAANNEE  
BBAALLAASSSSOONNEE
Daughter of Lance Cpl.
Domonic and wife,
Caitlin. Born March 24,
weighing six pounds and
two ounces, and measur-
ing 19.2 inches.
JJIILLLLIIAANN  KKEENNNNEEDDYY
Daughter of Gunnery
Sgt. David M. Bull and
wife, Katie. Born March
25, weighing six pounds
and five ounces, and
measuring 17.4 inches.
KKHHLLOOEE  SSAARRIIAAHH
MMUUNNIIZZ
Daughter of Cpl. Michael
A. Muniz and wife, Lori.
Born March 25, weighing
eight pounds and five
ounces, and measuring
19.9 inches.
JJAACCOOBBIIEE  DDAALLEE
HHAARRRRAALLLL
Son of Staff Sgt.
Norman D. Harrall and
wife, Courtney. Born
March 26, weighing
seven pounds and four
ounces, and measuring
18.5 inches.
KKIIAARRII  OODDAALLIISS
BBAARRRREETTOO
Daughter of Cpl. Julio C.
Barreto and wife, Satsuki.
Born March 27, weighing
five pounds and nine
ounces, and measuring
18.6 inches.
KKAAIITTLLYYNN
EELLIIZZAABBEETTHH  LLEEWWIISS
Daughter of Cpl. Bryan
Lewis and wife, Diana.
Born March 27, weighing
seven pounds and two
ounces, and measuring
19.1 inches.
JJAACCEE  AASSHHTTOONN
MMIICCHHAAEELL  CCAASSTTIILLLLOO
Son of Cpl. Justin
Castillo and wife,
Shanna. Born March 27,
weighing six pounds 10.9
ounces, and measuring
18 inches.

AAYYLLAA  LLEESSLLEEYY
RRAAMMIIRREEZZ
Daughter of Sgt. Juan
Ramirez and wife, Monica.
Born March 28, weighing
six pounds and eight
ounces, and measuring 18
inches.
AABBIIGGAAIILL  WWHHIITTNNEEYY
Daughter of Cpl. Adam
Austin and wife, Tara.
Born March 29, weighing
seven pounds nine
ounces, and measuring 20
inches.
IISSAAIIAAHH  EENNRRIIQQUUEE
EESSTTRRAADDAA
Son of Sgt. Ricardo
Estrada and wife, Kayla.
Born March 31, weighing
seven pounds and 15.6
ounces, and measuring
19.5 inches.
AALLIIVVIIAA  GGRRAACCEE
SSCCHHRRAAMMEELL
Daughter of Capt. Ryan
Schramel and wife,
Emilee. Born April 1,
weighing six pounds and
6.5 ounces, and measuring
19.1 inches.
AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR  JJOOSSEE
VVAAZZQQUUEEZZ  RROOSSAARRIIOO
Son of Lance Cpl.
Francisco J. Vazquez and
wife, Giselle I. Vazquez
Rosario. Born April 1,
weighing seven pounds
and 10 ounces, and meas-
uring 20 inches.
HHAAYYDDEENN  MMIICCHHAAEELL
OOLLSSOONN
Son of Cpl. Scott T.
Olson and wife,
Samantha. Born April 4,
weighing six pounds and
12 ounces, and measur-
ing 19.2 inches.
SSOOPPHHIIAA  CCAARROOLLIINNAA
LLEEEETTEE
Daughter of Sgt. Jordan
M. Leete and wife,
Elena. Born April 4,
weighing six pounds and
12 ounces, and measur-
ing 20.1 inches.

LLIILLYY  RRAAIINN  PPEEPPKKEE
Daughter of Cpl.
Randolph Pepke and
wife, Jennifer. Born
April 6, weighing seven
pounds and 11 ounces,
and measuring 19 inch-
es.
BBRRIIXXTTOONN  DDIINNOO
TTHHOOMMPPSSOONN
Son of Sgt. Colby M.
Thompson and wife,
Whitney. Born April 7,
weighing eight pounds
and 15 ounces, and meas-
uring 21 inches.
EELLLLAA  MMAARRIIEE
MMEESSSSIICCKK
Daughter of Lance Cpl.
Christopher Messick
and wife, Larissa. Born
April 8, weighing seven
pounds and 14 ounces,
and measuring 20 inch-
es.
AAUUDDRREEYY  RRAACCHHEELL
AALLLLEENN
Daughter of Lance Cpl.
Melissa Allen and hus-
band, Tim. Born April 10,
weighing eight pounds
and 10 ounces, measuring
20.7 inches.
CCHHLLOOEE  NNIICCOOLLEE
KKYYLLEE
Daughter of Cpl. Nathan
R. Kyle and wife,
Jacquelyn. Born April 11,
weighing six pounds 13
ounces, and measuring
18.7 inches.
BBRRAAYYDDEENN
AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR  DDOORRFFFF
Son of Staff Sgt. Daniel
Dorff and wife, Jamie.
Born April 17, weighing
eight pounds and 13
ounces, and measuring 21
inches.
CCAARRTTEERR  DDEEAANN
BBLLEEDDSSOOEE
Son of Staff Sgt. Carl W.
Bledsoe and wife, Rachel.
Born April 17, weighing
five pounds and measur-
ing 18 inches.

JJAAZZMMIINNEE  IISSAABBEELLLLAA  
AANNDDEERRSS
Daughter of Cpl.
Jeramie Landers and
wife, Brittany. Born
April 17, weighing seven
pounds and one ounce,
and measuring 18.5
inches.
AANNNNAABBEELLLLAA  MMAARRIIEE
LLYYNNNN  HHIICCKKEEYY
Daughter of Lance Cpl.
Robert Hickey and wife,
Michelle. Born April 17,
weighing six pounds and
seven ounces, measuring
19.2 inches.
MMCCKKEENNZZEEEE  LLYYNNNN
FFIINNNNEEYY
Daughter of Lance Cpl.
Daniel Finney and wife,
Alexandra. Born April
20, weighing eight
pounds and 2.9 ounces,
and measuring 19.9
inches.
JJOOSSEELLYYNN  JJAANNEE  
PPEECCKKHHAAMM
Daughter of Lance Cpl.
Tyler J. Peckham and
wife, Tara. Born April
20, weighing eight
pounds and nine ounces,
and measuring 20.6
inches.
AALLEEXXIISS  MMAARRIIEE
RROODDRRIIQQUUEEZZ
Daughter of Lance Cpl.
Andrew Rodriquez and
wife, Mindy. Born April
20, weighing six pounds
and seven ounces, meas-
uring 18 inches.

New program aims
to educate about
domestic abuse
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Combat Center volunteers
were honored for their sup-
port during the 36th annual
National Volunteer Recogni-
tion Week in a ceremony at the
Combat Center Community
Center April 23.

The Combat Center has
honored volunteers this way
for 11 years, said Perry L.
Ford, the Marine Corps
Family Team Building
director.

“Volunteers are an essen-
tial part of this base,” Ford
said. “We have such a great
volunteer program here. If
we did not have all these vol-
unteers, it might equate to
having to cut programs and
services.”

Monica Martinez, the
administrative assistant of
Marine Corps Family Team
Building, agreed.

“I think one of the greatest
things about our volunteers is
how much they save this
base,” Martinez said about the
base budget. “Some of our
volunteers are just temporary
or seasonal, but they still help
out so much.”

During the 70,612 hours
worked by volunteers, they
saved the Combat Center
nearly $1.5 million in 2008, a
rate equivalent to more than
$20 an hour, Ford said.

He said the work force of
Combat Center volunteers is
more than 700 strong. Those
700 volunteers spread them-
selves among 16 base organ-
izations that rely on such
volunteers to provided serv-
ices to the base community.

At the recognition cere-
mony, about 450 certificates
of appreciation were handed
out to volunteers, said
Martinez. The reason there
were not 700 individual cer-
tificates is because some cer-
tificates were drafted up for
each organization.

Some of those organiza-
tions included: Armed
Services YMCA, the Career

Resources Office, youth
sports, the Navy-Marine
Corps Relief Society, the
American Red Cross, the
Single Marine Program, and
others.

Petty Officer 1st Class
Steven Delsie, the leading

petty officer at the 23rd
Dental Clinic here, has been
volunteering on base since
November 2007, he said.

“I’ve been in the military
for 17 years and I’ve always
been involved with volun-
teering,” said the Orange

County, Calif., native. “It
feels good in your heart to
give to those who need it. I
even get some of my junior
sailors and kids involved.”

Alison Thomas, a Marine
Corps Exchange clerk, start-
ed volunteering for Marine

Corps organizations while
still living in her homeland
of North Hamptonshire,
England in 2004. After mar-
rying a Marine, she donated
her time to Marine Corps
Exchanges and United
Service Organizations there.

She then moved to the
states and continued her volun-
teer work at the American Red
Cross, the Lifestyles, Insights,
Networking, Knowledge and
Skills organization, and the

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Staff Sgt. Martin Hood, an instructor with Company C, Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School, volunteers his time on Monday evenings to coach youth track and
field. Volunteers like Hood saved the installation almost
$1.5 million last year through their free services.
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1.800.NAT.UNIV
The University of Values

www.nu.edu/military

™

National University has been educating 

the military since 1971 and offers relevant,

career-focused classes at military bases

throughout California.

With reduced tuition for classes 

on base and online for military personnel 

and dependents, National University 

makes it easy – and affordable – 

to earn your degree.

EARN 
YOUR
NEXT
STRIPE

You help defend our country. We'll help you build your future.

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 RAY AND JANE STAGNER
 Joshua Tree

 The inspiring saga of Richard Phillips, Captain of 
 the Maersk Alabama, and his stalwart crew is 
 the kind of story that we Americans relish.  It 
 renews our certain belief in the inherent 
 courage, strength, and just plain decency that 
 lies at the center of every person, even our very 
 own selves.

 I am reminded of a 14 year old Anne Frank’s 
 written observation while in hiding during World 
 War II “It is really a wonder that I haven’t 
 dropped all my ideals, because they seem so 
 absurd and impossible to carry out.  Yet I keep 
 them in spite of everything because I believe 
 that people are really good at heart.”

 Many years ago the Portuguese explorer Dias 
 observed troubled waters where the Indian 
 Ocean smashed against the tip of Africa.  He 
 named the tip “Cape of Storms.”

 The King of Portugal, however, saw things 
 differently.  He saw a new trade route to India 
 and renamed the tip “Cape of Good Hope.”

 My dear friends, my thought comes down to this:  
 Accentuate the positive.  Always be optimistic.  
 As the blind Helen Keller wrote:

 “No pessimist ever discovered the secret of the 
 stars or sailed to an uncharted land or opened a 
 new doorway for the human spirit.”

 Therefore, we tough minded optimists continue 
 to believe that with all of life’s heartache, sham 
 and broken dreams it is still a beautiful world!

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
SSuunnddaayyss

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess
8 a.m.-Faith
Formation/CCD 
September through
May building 1551  
8:45 a.m.-

Confessions+
9 a.m.-Rosary
9:30 a.m.-Catholic

Mass*
9:30 a.m.-Children’s

Liturgy of the Word
4:15 p.m.-

Confessions+
4 p.m.-Choir Practice
4:30 p.m.-Rosary
5 p.m.-Catholic Mass

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Lay-led independent
Baptist breakfast
8:30 a.m.-West Wing
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
Calvary Chapel-AGC
9 a.m.-Worship*
9 a.m.-Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m.-Sunday
School*
6 p.m.-Youth Group
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
11:30 a.m.-Worship
Building 1707
PPaassttoorr--lleedd  AAsssseemmbblliieess
ooff GGoodd  wwoorrsshhiipp
9:30 a.m.-Sunday
School  
10:30 a.m.-Worship   
LLeeggeenndd
*  Indicates Child Care
Provided
+ Appointments can
be for Confessions by
calling 830-6456/6482

WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy
Immaculate Heart of Mary
11:45 a.m.-Catholic Mass
(except holidays)
TTuueessddaayy

Christ Chapel
9 a.m.-Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
September though May
Immaculate Heart of Mary
4-5:30 p.m.-Children’s RCIA
5-8 p.m.-Catechist Meeting 
(Second Tuesday each month)
6-7:30 p.m.-Baptism Class
(First Tuesday each month)         
WWeeddnneessddaayy

Christ Chapel
7 p.m.-Lay-led Gospel Bible
Study
Immaculate Heart of Mary
9:30 a.m.-Military Council of
Catholic Women*     
September to May
6 p.m.-Youth Teen
7 p.m.-Knights of Columbus
(1st Wednesday each month)
TThhuurrssddaayy

Christ Chapel
6 p.m.-Praise Band Rehearsal       
Immaculate Heart of Mary
6-7:30 p.m.-RCIA
Resumes Sept. 11  
C&E Barracks Bldg 1666
11:30 a.m.-Bible Study
Chaplain Moran 830-6187
FFrriiddaayy

Christ Chapel
5 p.m.-Gospel Rehearsal 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
12:15 p.m. 4:30 p.m.-
Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed
Sacrament 
(First Friday each month)

 Your Community Newspapers
 Working to Serve You Better!

 Hi-Desert
 Publishing Co.
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

9 1 8 6 2 5 7 3 4
6 7 4 1 3 9 5 8 2
3 5 2 8 4 7 9 6 1
1 2 9 4 8 3 6 5 7
5 4 6 7 9 2 3 1 8
7 8 3 5 6 1 4 2 9

8 6 5 9 1 4 2 7 3
4 3 7 2 5 8 1 9 6
2 9 1 3 7 6 8 4 5

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

Recognition week honors 2008 volunteers

See HONORS, A7
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All bikers must gear up, take classes
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Anyone wishing to ride a
motorcycle on Department
of Defense installations and
all service members who ride,
must be equipped with the
proper gear, and have proper
training to do so.

The rules set in place over
the DoD are stricter than
civilian laws, but it is all
meant to keep service mem-
bers safe, said Frank
Santiago, an instructor with
the bike courses aboard the
base and a native of La
Puente, Calif.

“Civilian laws require you
only have a helmet, but the
laws Marines go by cover
much more than that,”
Santiago said.

Santiago said riders on the
base must have certain gear
on them.

“Long pants, long sleeves,
helmet, eye protection,
gloves that cover the whole
hand, the list goes on,” he
said. “Riders also need to
have a reflective vest, and if
you’re wearing anything on

your back you need the same
2 1/2 inch stripes over that.
Normally it is easy for people
to just pull the vest over it.”

Completion of the Basic
Riders Course is required for
all riders before they can trav-
el on base and also for service
members to ride off base,
Santiago said.

“BRC has to be complet-
ed for riders to have full priv-
ileges to go out into town and
after dark,” he said.

Santiago said the course is
great, and helps out rookie
bikers as well as those with
more experience.

“I’ve had many young rid-
ers come into the course and
come out a good, basic rider,”
he said. “I’ve even had guys
who have ridden for 20 or 30
years, and they still learn a
thing or two from the course.”

The course lasts three days
out of one week, and goes
through a full day each day,
he said.

“The course goes from
eight in the morning until
whenever it gets done,” he
said. “We take more time
sometimes to help out riders

where they think they might
be having some difficulty.”

There are multiple options

for riders aboard the base,
even those without a bike yet,
Santiago said.

“If you don’t have a bike,
you can use one of ours for
the course on certain days,” he
said. “If you already have a

bike, you can only on base for
30 days with a pass only if you
are already enrolled in BRC.”

Santiago said while all rid-
ers must attend BRC, sport-
bike riders are also required
to attend a course tailored for

their machines.
“We have a course specifi-

cally for sportbike owners,”
he said. “Also there are
advanced courses available
on the base as well.”

Riders who have recently
been through the course said
they took a lot from it, and
appreciated the lessons they
learned.

Richard D. Lovejoy, a
BRC student, said he really
took a lot from what the
course had to offer.

“I had a bike for 20 years,
but I’ve had a long break
from riding and this is really
helping me get back into it,”
the Los Angeles native said.
“It’s bringing back a lot, I feel
like I’m riding a bike for the
first time again. The course is
pushing me to get better.”

For more information, or
to book a seat in the next
course, contact Santiago at
830 – 3622.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Richard D. Lovejoy, a student in the Basic Riders Course,
takes his motorcycle around a turn Wednesday during his
BRC class at the Combat Center. The riders must pass
the course to gain riding privilages on base.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Robert Sands, a student in the Basic Riders Course, watches as other students maneuver through turns
and around cones Wednesday at the Combat Center during one of Frank Santiago’s classes.



Sun shades provide perfect

place for solar panels
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HONORS, from A5

The deadline for submitting
Trader ads is noon Wednes-
day, for the upcoming Fri-
day’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000044  HHOONNDDAA  CCRR--8855..
Includes 2 Helmets w/gear
bag & Popup Stand. Asking
$1500. Call for details 368-
0383. 5/1/09

11999933  NNIISSSSAANN  224400SSXX
149,708 miles. Willnot pass
smog. Great project car.
$1500. Call for details 910-
3429. 4/17/09

11999977  YYAAMMAAHHAA  BBAANNSSHHEEEE
Runs great, many extras.
$5,000 obo. Call for details.
910-3429. 4/17/09

22000066  FFOORRDD  FF--115500  FFOORR
SSAALLEE,, 25,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. $15,000.
Call (619) 559-2550. 4/3/09

JJEETTTTAA  WWOOLLFFSSBBUURRGG  EEDDII--
TTIIOONN  11..88TT, 5 speed,
80,000 miles. $5,700 OBO.
219-2184. 3/13/09

22000011  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  DDXX,, 5-
speed Transmission, Black,
140K miles 38+ MPG,
(724) 113-2799. 3/13/09

22000055  HHOONNDDAA  AACCCCOORRDD
SSEE.. Moon window power 6
Cylinder $16,500. Leave
message 367-3326.
2/27/09

TTOOYYOOTTAA  TTAACCOOMMAA  TTRRUUCCKK
BBEEDD  DDIIVVIIDDEERR.. Fits 2005-
2008 models. Excellent
condition. Asking $200.
Contact 835-4178. 2/27/09

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, 4
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or 5th
wheel. $3,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 2/27/09

22000066  SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO  11550000HHDD
CCRREEWW  CCAABB,, 36,000 miles,
$18,000, great condition,
extras, call Bryan at 898-
5549. 2/20/09

22000000  PPOORRSSCCHHEE  BBOOXXTTEERR
33,, Excellent cond., call for
details. $23,000. See lemon
lot. Cell 401-7315. 2/6/09

22000033  CCHHEEVVYY  BBLLAAZZEERR  ZZRR22
EEDDIITTIIOONN,, 68,000 miles,
4x4, lots of extras, great
truck. $11,900 OBO. Call
Ricky 865-0077. 2/6/09

22000055 HHOONNDDAA  SS22000000  CCOONN--
VVEERRTTIIBBLLEE 19” wheels, new
tires, low mileage. Asking
$18,000. See Lemon Lot.
696-7181. 1/16/09 

MMIISSCC..

RRIIFFLLEE  SSCCOOPPEE,, Night Force
NXS 5.5-22 x 50 mm obj. 30
mm tube. $1,500. Call home
365-5725 or cell 668-2326.
4/24/09

..3333KK  EENNGGAAGGEEMMEENNTT  DDIIAA--
MMOONNDD  RRIINNGG,, Brand new,
never been worn. Please
call (310) 425-5445. 4/17/09

SSEEEEKKIINNGG  CCAARRPPOOOOLL from
Palm Springs to the Combat
Center, alternate work sched-
ule, hours are flexible. Call
Paul for more info. 910-5241.
4/17/09

WWAANNTTEEDD:: CCOOLLTT  11991111  AA11
..4455  PPIISSTTOOLL.. Service issue.
Reasonable price or trade.
Bill. USMC Ret. 367-6030.
4/3/09

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE.. Large oak
entertainment unit. $100.
Oak bookcase $50. 367-
6030. 4/3/09
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIBBLLEE  SSEETT  OOFF  2244
MMAARRIINNEE  CCOOIINNSS.. Silver. 25
years old. $1,000. Other sil-
ver coins at different prices.
Bill. 367-6030. 4/3/09

HHOORRSSEE  FFOORR  LLEEAASSEE.. Paint
mare, barrel racer. $220 per
month includes feed and
boarding. Call Tim at 367-
7183. 3/20/09

MMOOVVIIEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE.. $5 per
movie or 5 movies for $20.Call
Tim at 367-7183. 3/20/09

HHPP  77225500NN  DDEESSKKTTOOPP
CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR  22..88GGHHZZ,, 2GB
RAM, 160GB HD + 500GB
removable HD, $500 and
HP DV9308NR 17" laptop
1.6 Ghz, 2GB RAM $500,
865-0076. 3/13/09

CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT.. Oak finish.
4 glass doors, drawers, stor-
age below. Xclt. cond. $300.
Call 567-7921. 2/6/09

SSPPAACCIIOOUUSS  22  BBEEDD,, 22  BBAATTHH
HHOOUUSSEE w/ den, dining room,
large living room w/ fireplace,
central air/swamp, walk-in clos-
ets, indoor laundry, att. two car
garage and storage shed. No
pets. $900 per month +
deposit. Military discount. (330)
497-0261. 2/6/09

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Staff Sgt. Martin Hood, an
instructor with Company C,
MCCES, volunteers his
time on Monday evenings
to coach youth track and
field. Volunteers like Hood
saved the installation
almost $1.5 million last year
through their free services.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Sgt. Peter E. Cornelius, the chief instructor of the
Combat Marksmanship Coaches course, clears the
rifles of several course students during the most
recent CMC course at the Marksmanship Training Unit
rifle range Monday.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

A construction worker installs solar panels on the sun shades in the
motor pool on 1st Street and Sturgis Street to triple the Combat
Center’s renewable energy output.

PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

In an initiative to triple the amount of renew-
able energy the Combat Center uses, the
south-facing roofs above all motor pools in
the main side of the base are being outfitted
with solar panels.

The project, slated to be completed in eight
months, was prompted by the Combat Center’s
need to comply with the Secretary of the
Navy’s instruction that all installations be run-
ning on a minimum of 7.5 percent renewable
energy by 2015.

As the current leader in the Marine Corps’
race to go green at five percent, the Combat
Center already has the largest federally owned
solar panel field, located behind the East Gym,
said Gary Morrissett, the energy manager for
public works.

“It’s great that we’re moving to renew-
able energy,” said the Belleville, Ill., native.
“It’s cheaper, cleaner and better for the
environment.”

The current solar panel project to will triple
the amount of renewable energy the Combat
Center uses and will pay for itself in roughly
four years. The solar panels have a life span of
30 years — that’s 26 years of savings, said
Daniel Kariuki, the project manager.

“I think this is one of the best things we
could be doing for the base,” said Don Clark,
the deputy director of public works. “This is
only the beginning of a number of renewable
energy projects to come.”

The Combat Center is slated to install wind
power turbines in the future as one of the ways
to promote “going green.”

ASYMCA, where she still vol-
unteers to this day.

“It’s a great way to know
what is going on here on
base,” Thomas said. “It’s
educational as well as
rewarding. I think it’s all
about finding a need and
connecting people.”

Volunteers, whether active
duty, family members or just
local citizens, continue to
play a major role in the func-
tion of base organizations,
according to Ford’s statistics.

Combat Center volun-
teers are scheduled to be rec-
ognized in a similar fashion
during the 2010 National
Volunteer Recognition Week
April 18 to 24, Martinez said.

could now.
“Marksmanship is one

of the aspects of the
Marine Corps that really
stands out as being impor-
tant,” said the Clearwater,
Fla., native. “I want to be
the best at it. By becoming
a coach, I’ll be more
knowledgeable in marks-
manship fundamentals.”

After the first week in
the course, many students
remarked on how they
improved in many different
marksmanship techniques.

“There is a lot more to
your stance than I thought
before,” Harmon said.
“Generally, there is just a
lot more to learn than you
would think.”

Feltgen said he agreed,

and added that skilled marks-
manship truly is the hallmark
of the Marine Corps.

“Every Marine is a rifle-
man first,” he said. “We
need to always be combat
ready and fully understand
combat marksmanship.”

After completion of the
CMC course, Marines will
be eligible to enroll in the
CMT course and become a
trainer, Cornelius said. Any
Marine with a qualifying
rifle score and command
authorization may attend
the CMC course.

Students expect to finish
their basic rifle marksman-
ship this week and then
progress to combat marks-
manship relays before grad-
uation May 8. The next
CMC course is scheduled
to take place in June.

SIGHTS, from A3
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More than 200 pounding feet
kicked up dust in the hills
behind the Combat Center’s
main side Thursday as more
than 100 base personnel took
off running in the 23rd annu-

al Ridge Run.
The Ridge Run, a race put

on by Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital, offered a modest,
relatively flat 5 kilometer
(3.11 miles) run and a much
more strenuous 8 kilometer
(4.97 miles) run through the
hills that serve as a backdrop

for main side.
The competition is bro-

ken down into male and
female, and by age groups,
said Chief Petty Officer
Thomas Tennison, the coor-
dinator for the event.

“It’s a great run,” he said.
“It tests endurance, naviga-

tion skills and willpower.”
Lance Cpl. Luis Nolasco, a

travel clerk with the installa-
tion personnel administra-
tion center who ran the 8 km
agreed, saying that it was an
intense run, definitely harder
up the hills than he imagined.

Nolasco runs his personal
fitness test in under 17 min-
utes, he said, but the course
wasn’t at all easy and it was all
he could do to keep running
up some of the hills.

The winner of the 8 km
race for the men was Lance
Cpl. Russell Dixon and sec-
ond place went to Petty
Officer 3rd Class Matt
Sandlin.

The winner of the 8 km
for the women was Lt. Cmdr.
Jessica Cowill and second
place went to Fabiola Pamatz.

Only a handful of people
raced in the 5 km race and
the most notable achieve-
ment from the race was the
Davis family. Capt.
Jeremiah Davis brought his
8-year-old son, Clayton,
and his 4-year-old daughter,
Kaylee, to the 5 km course
to run. Both Clayton and
Kaylee won their age
groups of 25-years-old or

under and neither one
stopped running during the
entire race.

The hospital plans on
holding another ridge run
next year, Tennison said.

AA88  MMAAYY 11,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

A runner during the 23rd annual ridge run makes his way
down one of the steep hills located behind the Combat
Center’s main side Thursday.

Running ridges no easy task

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

The runners make their way up one of the large hills behind the Combat Center’s main side during the 23rd
annual Ridge Run Thursday.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Runners spring into action for the start of the 8 kilometer (4.97 mile) race through the ridges
behind the Combat Center’s main side during the 23rd annual Ridge Run Thursday.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Clayton Davis, an eight year old son of a Capt. Jeremiah
Davis, sprints towards the finish of the five kilometer (3.11
mile) race during the 23rd annual Ridge Run Thursday.
Davis finished first in his age group, 25 and under.
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inspired by the great-
American comic book
hero, Superman.

The show finished
with a medley of each
military branch’s hymns,
as Giove asked current
and former members of
each branch to stand
when their song was
played.

“The show was out-
standing,” said Debbie
Baumgarten-Yantes, a
Twentynine Palms resi-
dent. “I come to the
shows as much as I can
and they never fail to
impress and entertain
me.”

Seeing members of
“The President’s Own”
perform for the first time
just added to the night,
she added.

The week proved
more then just a learning
experience for the
Combat Center band; it
also afforded the mem-
bers of “The President’s
Own” the opportunity to
learn from the Marines in
a field band.

“It was a great experi-
ence,” said Giove. “It was
awesome to have Marines
from “The President’s
Own” learn from us as
well as we had the oppor-
tunity to learn from
them, not just as musi-
cians, but as Marines.”

It’s been an amazing
week, said Staff Sgt.
Wendy Bickford, a clar-
inetist with “The
President’s Own” band
and of Lakeland, Fla. All
of the Marines in the
Combat Center band are
so talented; it has been a
blast to work with every-
one.

“The President’s
Own” will hopefully be
back next year to mentor
the Combat Center band
and put on another stel-
lar performance, said
Giove.

BAND, from A1
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PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Gunnery Sgt.Carl Vanderzee, a tuba player with the Combat
Center Band brings his instrument to life during the Coats of
Red and Blue 2 concert at the Sunset Cinema Sunday.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Percussionists with the Combat Center Band put on a
show for the crowd during Sunday’s Coats of Red and
Blue 2 concert at the Sunset Cinema.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Sgt. Shawn Hicks (center), normally a tank commander with Company C, 1st Tank
Battalion, uses his skills as a military operations on urban terrain instructor and gives
his Marines helpful tips on how to properly clear buildings.

dismount and clear a town or
village,” he said. “Now we
can use the skills we learn
doing things like this as part
of our PTP [Pre-deployment
Training Program].”

Marines with the compa-
ny took a lot from the train-
ing and thought it was valu-
able for all of them.

“I’m already a certified
MOUT [Military Operations
on Urban Terrain] instructor,
but for a lot of these [less
experienced Marines] its

good training,” said Sgt.
Shawn Hicks, who is nor-
mally a tank commander.
“Its good for me to get back
to the basics and work with
the new guys.”

Hicks, who comes from
Kingman, Ariz., said getting
back to the basics will help
him out as well.

“I haven’t been through
the course in a long time, or
even worked with this for
that matter,” he said. “As
you go through the classes
with all the new guys you
start to get things back into

your head.
“MOUT is pretty easy

though,” he said. “We all
made it through MCT
[Marine Combat Training].
We’re just doing the basics
here so it shouldn’t be too
hard for them to get a hold
of it mentally.”

With the company’s
MOUT training complet-
ed, they will have further
exercises throughout the
year building up to their
fall deployment in support
of Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

TANKS, from A1
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Every month is known for
something. January kicks off
the year with New Year’s
Day, February is known for
Valentine’s Day and Black
History Month. There’s also
Easter in April, the Fourth of
July, Thanksgiving in
November and “The Holiday
Season” in December.

The month of May is
commonly known for Cinco
de Mayo, Mothers’ Day,
Memorial Day and, amongst
service members, Military
Appreciation Month.

However, there are many
more observances in each
month that don’t necessarily
go unnoticed, but are much
more obscure.

For instance, did you
know this month pays hom-
age to many foods and culi-
nary concoctions? That’s
right! Hamburgers, aspara-
gus, strawberries, eggs and
salad are among a number of

foods celebrated in the
merry month of May.

In fact, former North
Carolina Senator Jesse
Helms passed a bill in 1988,
which even brought about
National Duckling Month.

Helms passed the bill on
the argument that the duck-
ling industry in the United
States is approximately 100
years old, and eating duck-
ling as a delicacy was “rising
in popularity in the United
States among all people.”

Although passing such a
bill may seem ridiculous, it
was “resolved by the Senate
and House of
Representatives of the
United States of America in
Congress assembled, that the
month of May is designated
as ‘National Duckling
Month,’ and that the
President is requested to
issue a proclamation calling
upon the people of the
United States to observe
such month with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.”

Other foods, like aspara-

gus, strawberries and eggs, are
celebrated in May not only
because it’s a great time of
year to get them, but also
because of their nutritional
value. According to http://
www.heb.com, a health Web
site, a single serving of straw-
berries has only 50 calories
and more vitamin C than an
orange. Strawberries also
boast no cholesterol or satu-
rated fats, making them highly
nutritious.

On the same note, for
those who enjoy dieting and
exercising, May also happens
to be National Physical
Fitness and Sports Month,
which encourages people to
take up a form of physical
activity. In honor of physical
fitness awareness, the
Combat Center will hold an
aerobics marathon May 13.

“The aerobics marathon
originally started out in cele-
bration of National Physical
Fitness and Sports Month,”
said Yvonne Warfield, the
Marine Corps Community
Services aerobics coordina-

tor for the base. “Classes will
be between 45 and 60 min-
utes each and will vary
between highly active and

less active.”
National Bike Month,

which is also in May, is
designed to show an alterna-

tive and healthy mode of
transportation. Coincidentally,
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik, a paralegal clerk with the Combat Center’s Staff Judge Advocate and a native of New
Britain, Conn., surveys the rest of the Noah Purifoy Outdoor Museum in Joshua Tree, Calif., through a window in one
of the exhibits Saturday.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Aaron’s Exploits; one man’s trash, anothers treasure
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

JOSHUA TREE, Calif., -
This week, Lance Cpl. Aaron
Kristopik, a paralegal clerk
with the Combat Center’s
Staff Judge Advocate and a
native of New Britain,
Conn., took a trip to the
Noah Purifoy Outdoor Art
Museum in Joshua Tree,
Calif., to get in touch with
his creative side Saturday.

Kristopik said gaining bet-
ter understanding of art
would help him down the
road when he leaves the
Marine Corps and possibly
pursues an art career.

“We all have that spark
inside of us to be creative,”
he said. “Maybe experienc-
ing the works of such a seri-
ous artist might help me
make up my mind.”

Kristopik said he read
about the museum online

and thought it would be
another strange experience.

“It looked like a lot of
impressionistic art at first,”
Kristopik said. “When I actu-
ally got into it and got a feel
for the place I found out there
was so much more to it.”

Kristopik said after read-
ing the information they had
on site and literally getting
inside, seeing Purifoy’s
works, he better understood
what everything meant.

“Everything had a mes-
sage behind it,” he said.
“This guy created art for
decades. One of the works
that really spoke to me was
the water fountain.

“It was like a visual com-
mentary on segregation way
back in the day,” he said.
“The drinking fountain on
the left said ‘whites,’ above
it. The fountain on the right
said ‘colored,’ and it was a
toilet with the drinking part

See EXPLOITS, B2

Combat Center gets a taste of the Xtreme
PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
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Engines roared, tires burned and fans cheered Saturday at the
Combat Center’s Victory Field during the second annual The Few,
The Proud, The Xtreme show, which featured a variety of extreme
two-wheeled stunt riders.

The six-hour show, hosted by Marine Corps Community
Services, showcased the talents of freestyle streetbike performers,
motocross and BMX riders from across the country.

The stunt riders initially came to the Combat Center to do a
safety demonstration but upon realizing how much people enjoyed

Jef Groff, a streetbike stunt rider, takes a ride
on his handlebars at approximately 35 mph
during The Few, The Proud, The Xtreme
show Saturday at Victory Field.

See XTREME, B4

The merry month of May
MMoonntthhllyy  OObbsseerrvvaanncceess
National Bike Month
National Asparagus Month
National Flower Month
National Barbecue Month
National Egg Month
National Duckling Month
National Hamburger Month
National Salad Month
National Photo Month
National Physical Fitness and
Sports Month
National Strawberry Month
National Transportation Month
Military Appreciation Month

WWeeeekkllyy  OObbsseerrvvaanncceess
1st Week – National Postcard
Week, Teacher Appreciation
Week
2nd Week – National Pet &
National Police Week

DDaayyss
May 1 – Hawaiian Lei Day,
Mother Goose Day, May Day,
Loyalty Day
May 2 – Holocaust
Remembrance & Space Day
May 4 – National Weather

Observers’ Day
May 5 – Cinco de Mayo
May 6 – International No Diet
Day, National Teacher Day
May 7 – First Stamp Collection
Started (1860s), Pulitzer Prize
established (1917)
May 8 – Victory over Europe
Day (1945), Military Spouse
Appreciation Day, No Socks
Day
May 9 – First newspaper car-
toon printed (Benjamin
Franklin, The Pennsylvania
Gazette, 1754), National Child
Care Providers’ Day
May 10 – Clean Up Your Room
Day
May 11 – Mothers’ Day
May 12 – International Nurses’
Day, Kite Day, Limerick Day
May 13 – Tulip Day
May 14 – Lewis & Clark
Expedition begins (1804)
May 15 – L.F. Baum’s birthday
(author: Wizard of Oz),
National Chocolate Chip
Cookie Day
May 16 – First nickel minted

(“Shield Nickel,” 1866), Armed
Forces Day
May 18 – International
Museum Day, Visit Your
Relatives Day
May 19 – Ring Ling Bros.
opens, 1884
May 20 – First photo sent from
space (Hubble Telescope,
1990)
May 21 – American Red Cross
founded (Clara Barton, 1881),
Lindbergh Flight Day (1927)
May 22 – Buy a Musical
Instrument Day
May 23 – Penny Day
May 24 – First Morse code
message sent (1844)
May 25 – Memorial Day
(2009), National Missing
Children’s Day, National Tap
Dance Day
May 27 – Golden Gate Bridge
opens (1937), Masking Tape
patented (1930)
May 29 – John F. Kennedy’s
birthday (1917)
May 30 – Ice Cream Freezer
patented (1848)

See MAY, B2

May observances
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Sunshine Cleaning - Rated
R
Starring Amy Adams, Emily
Blunt & Alan Arkin

The previews for “Sunshine
Cleaning” make it look like a
comedy. And the premise
does seem funny enough: A
couple of women start a
crime-scene cleanup busi-
ness. You could almost envi-
sion an “I Love Lucy”
episode, with Lucy and Ethel
mopping and sopping and
somehow making even more
of a sloppy mess.

But this movie isn’t really a
comedy; a floor spattered
with bits of a suicide victim’s
brains is more “CSI” than
Nick at Night. And it’s so
much more than its premise.
It’s what Hollywood would
call “low concept,” because
it’s the opposite of “high
concept.” A high concept
movie is one that can be
described by using very few
words, like “Bruce Willis, ter-
rorists, airplane,” or “Adam

Sandler, football, prison.”
Well, it takes more than just a
few words to do justice to the
multi-layered “Sunshine
Cleaners.”

The cleanup business
started by sisters Rose (Amy
Adams) and Norah
Lorkowski (Emily Blunt) is
but the hub of a bigger
wheel that rolls into the heart
of the movie on a journey of
discovery and healing. The
subplots—about Rose’s
young son, a family tragedy,
Rose’s sleazy affair with a
married policeman (Steve
Zahn), Norah’s quest to con-
nect with the daughter of a
suicide victim—are just as
significant as the enterprise
that gives the movie its
name.

Several scenes pack a dra-
matic emotional wallop. Amy
Adams and Emily Blunt, two
fine actresses, get the oppor-
tunity to glow in strong lead
roles as complex, emotionally
fractured females who work
hard to earn your respect—
and reclaim their own.
Clifton Collins Jr. is touching
as the owner of a cleaning

supply business who
befriends Rose’s son and also
takes a bit of sweet shine to
his mom.

The presence of Alan
Arkin as a “crusty grandpa”,
bring to mind the 2006 com-
edy “Little Miss Sunshine,”. A
couple of the producers
behind “Sunshine Cleaning”
were are also the financial
backers of “Little Miss
Sunshine,” a small-budget
release that became an main-
stream hit. It’s understandable
they’d hope box-office light-
ning could strike twice.

Perhaps it will, as word
spreads about this likeably
offbeat, ultimately uplifting
“dramedy.” “Sunshine
Cleaning” won’t make you
convulse in laughter. It will,
however, remind you that in
the process of cleaning up
the messes of life, we can
sometimes learn a lot about
ourselves, discover some
unexpected treasures…and
maybe even laugh a little.

May also happens to be
National Transportation
Month, which explores and
idealizes alternate modes of
transportation.

Within the month, there
are several weeks that also
commemorate something.
The first week in May is
dubbed National Postcard
Week and Teacher
Appreciation Week.

Teacher Appreciation
Week seems to be pretty legit
because teachers do a lot for

us by educating children so
they will be successful later in
life, but why postcards?
According to http://www.lot-
sofcards.com, the current
National Postcard Week
began in 1984 to promote the
hobby and business of send-
ing postcards.

The second week of May
also has a dual personality.
National Pet Week and
National Police Week are both
celebrated during this time.

“Every day, I get to see the
special bond between kids
and their animals,” said Dr.

Kevin Fitzgerald from Animal
Planet’s television show
“Emergency Vets,” on the
National Pet Week Web site.
“Whether it’s a salamander or
a Great Dane, having an ani-
mal provides children with a
sense of responsibility, incred-
ible companionship and some
great learning experiences.

“On this, the 25th
anniversary of National Pet
Week, the American
Veterinary Medical
Association urges you to
provide your pet with proper
nutrition, regular exercise
and visits to the veterinari-
an,” he said. “Remember,
you’re special to your animal
companion. Be as special as
they think you are.”

As we all know, every day
counts for something.
Everyone knows about
Cinco de Mayo, but nearly
every day in May is cause for
celebration. Today, you can
decorate a Maypole, and kick
back wearing a Hawaiian lei

while reading nursery
rhymes, because it’s May
Day, Hawaiian Lei Day and
Mother Goose Day.

Tomorrow is a day to rec-
ognize both NASA’s
achievements and hold a
moment of silence for the
victims of the Holocaust.
And let’s not forget Mother’s
Day, which is held May 11.

May is filled with impor-
tant anniversaries, such as the
establishment of the Pulitzer
Prize May 7, the beginning of
the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion May 14, the birth of the
American Red Cross May 21,
and Memorial Day, which
will be held May 25 this year.

As we march on through
the month of May – and the
rest of the year – know that
nearly every day is a cause
for celebration. Whether you
celebrate by cooking with
asparagus, thanking a police
officer, or wrapping a lei
around your neck, make this
month a good one.

MAY, from B1
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FFRRII.. 55//11 MMOONN.. 55//44

SSAATT.. 55//1166

FFRRII.. 55//11

TTUUEESS.. 55//55

RRaanncchhoo  MMiirraaggee  FFaammiillyy
CCiirrccuuss
Time: 3 p.m.
Where: McCallum Theatre for
the Performing Arts
73000 Fred Waring Dr.
Palm Desert
For more info call 340-ARTS

TThhuunnddeerr  DDoowwnn  UUnnddeerr
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 
Casino Resort
46-200 Harrison Pl.
Coachella. For more info call
866-377-6829 or visit http://
www.spot light29.com

FFRRII.. 55//1155

TThhee  ccoommeeddyy  ooff  LLiissaa  LLaammppaanneellllii
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Dr.
Rancho Mirage
For more info call (888) 999-1995

SSUUNN.. 55//33

YYuuccccaa  VVaalllleeyy  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  AArrtt
SShhooww
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Hi-Desert Nature Museum
57090 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7212 or visit
www.hidesertnaturemuseum.org

BBoonn  JJoovvii  TTrriibbuuttee  BBaanndd  ““DDeeaadd  oorr
AAlliivvee””
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino
84245 Indio Springs Pkwy., Indio
For more info call 342-5000 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com

SSAATT.. 55//22

SSAATT.. 55//99

TThhee  ccoommeeddyy  ooff  BBiillll  CCoossbbyy
Time: 1st show at 7:30 p.m.
2nd show at 10 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino Resort
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info call (800) 252-4499
or visit http://www.morongocasino
resort.com

SSAATT.. 55//2233

AAllllmmaann  BBrrootthheerrss  BBaanndd  &&  
DDoooobbiiee  BBrrootthheerrss
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Pkwy., Indio
For more info call (800) 827-2946
or visit http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

CCiinnccoo  ddee  MMaayyoo  aatt  SSppoottlliigghhtt  2299
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
Resort
46-200 Harrison Pl.
Coachella
For more info call 866-377-6829
or visit http://www.spotlight29.com

WWiinnee  aanndd  BBooookkss  BBooookk  CClluubb
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Wild for the Vine
390 N. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs
For more info call 325-9930 or visit
http://www.palmspringslibrary.org

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 VA  Home Loans

 Streamline Refinance
 NO   Credit Report *

 NO   Appraisal

 NO   Income Verification

     You Are Already Approved !!

 No Down Purchase Loans
 Personal & Private Loan Application

 Veterans Mortgage Center
 KEN GREEN  877-724-7777

 * No Mortgage Lates  Required

 ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

 5 %  Rate

 29 Palms to Palm Springs $75
 Add $10 from base 

 $20 from Camp Wilson
 (1 to 7 people)

 29 Palms to Wal-Mart $40
 Add $5 from base 

 $10 from Camp Wilson
 (1 to 7 people)

 760-368-4444

 MSGTUSMC 
 Taxi

 “Are You Overpaying to 
 go to Palm Springs 

 or Wal-Mart?”

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 5/1/09 -  5/7/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Fighting
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  600, 9:00
 Mon-Wed: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Thur: 2:30, 4:45

 Star Trek
 Opens May 7th

 (PG13)
 Thur: 7:00, 10:00

 X- M en Origins: Wolverine
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Ghosts Of Girlfriends Past
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

 Obsessed
 (PG13)

 Fri-Sun: 2:15,  4:30, 6:45, 9:00
 Mon-Thur: 2:30, 4:45, 7:00

BBlluueess  AAfftteerr  HHoouurrss
Time: 5 to 9 p.m.
Where: Café Potpourri at the
Carriage Inn
901 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest
For more info call 446-7910 or
visit http://www.carriageinn.biz

Life becomes messy in ‘Sunshine Cleaning’

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

It takes more than just a few words to do justice to the multi-layered “Sunshine Cleaners.”The
previews make it look like a comedy but several scenes pack a dramatic emotional wallop.



on it. Pretty messed up, but that’s
how things were back then.”

Kristopik said there was more to
the artwork than just opinions on
racism.

“I really liked the keg train,” he
said. “I heard some rumor about
there being a train made of kegs
welded together. It wasn’t a lie. I saw
it, and I didn’t know what to say.”

He traveled around the site a little
longer, and found some cool stuff
he said may have just been trash.

“I saw a pile of shoes, which did-
n’t make any sense,” he said. “I
think it might have been another
commentary, but what it was about
I still haven’t figured out.”

Kristopik said the influence of
the Combat Center and the military
in general was obvious in some of
the artist’s work.

“I saw a wall of plaques with
Marines that had died in several differ-
ent wars,” he said. “I even saw a
mound of earth that looked like a
mass burial site from the Vietnam
War.

“There was even a small spot
that looked like Arlington National
Cemetery,” he said. “A bunch of
white crosses lined up in kind of a
formation, with a couple graves and
a pedestal. That was different.”

The museum can be reached by
taking a right on Highway 62 and
taking another right onto Sunburst
Street and following that until mak-

ing another right on Golden Street,
making a left onto Border Avenue.

Off of Border, take a right on
Aberdeen Road and another right
on Blair Lane, and you will see all
the sculptures and buildings, admis-
sion is free at any time.

Kristopik said seeing the artwork
was one thing he had always wanted
to do, bringing him almost where he
wanted to be in terms of his
California travel.

“I know now where I’m going
and what I’m doing,” he said. “One
of my last expeditions, possibly one
of my best yet.

“Next week I’m going to see the
biggest versions of toys I’ve ever seen
that I played with as a kid,” he said.
“LEGOLAND, I hope you’re ready.”

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT MMAAYY 11,,  22000099 BB33

CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall’’ss  IInnttrraammuurraall
VVoolllleeyybbaallll  LLeeaagguuee

TTeeaamm    WWiinnss  LLoosssseess
HQBN 1 8 0
Hospital 1 4 4
MCCES 4 4
HQBN 2 3 5
Hospital 2 0 8

WWeeddnneessddaayy’’ss  ggaammeess
MCCES  defeats Hospital 1

HQBN 1 defeats Hospital 1

HQBN 2 defeats Hospital 2

Hospital 2  forfeits to HQBN 1

Combat Center sports

EXPLOITS, from B1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Nolan Jolly, a member of Hospital 2, faces
off with HQBN 2 opponent Ray Hamling.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

David Seagraves of HQBN 2, leaps to
deflect the ball being hit by Hospital 2
opponent Ray Romero.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Megan Mannon of the HQBN 2, hits a fast
spike during the team’s game against
Hospital 2 at the East Gym Wednesday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Aaron Kristopik reads a wall made of plaques with the
names of various organizations and deceased service members
who’s units are aboard the Combat Center at the Noah Purifoy
Outdoor Museum in Joshua Tree, Calif.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

Outfielder Kenny Sprehe, 3rd CEB, makes
a dash for home plate during league play
at Felix Field Wednesday night.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

A fast throw slips past Hospital second baseman
Eric Morgan as he tries to beat VMU-3 left fielder
Cody Walker to the bag for an out during league
play at Felix Field Wednesday night.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. NNIICCHHOOLLAASS  MM.. DDUUNNNN

VMU-3 third baseman
Shawn Eriole stops a fast-
moving ground ball during
league play at Felix Field
Wednesday night.

IInnttrraammuurraall  SSooffttbbaallll  LLeeaagguuee
Standings as of April 29

Team  Wins  Losses
MWSS-374 4 0
CLB-7 4 0
7th Marines 2 3
PMO “The Fuzz” 2 0
Scrappers 3 0
2/7 1 2
G-6 1 2
ESD Warriors 3 2
CMA 2 1
Hospital 1 2
3rd CEB 2 2
Tanks 3 1
ESD 1 1
IPAC 1 1
NAVPERS 1 3
MCCES HQBN 1 2
PMO K-9 0 3
Dirty Dozen 0 3
Dental 0 4
3/11 3 0
VMU-3 1 1
CLB-7 “Hooligans” 0 1
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 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 5-6-09

 72878  29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms
 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i .

 00 CHEVY GMC SIERRA

 #265576

 WAS $11,888
         $10,888

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 PRICE

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 *On site  *On site 
 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days for  to 60 days for 
 1st payment 1st payment

 $ 8 , 8 8 8 $ 8 , 8 8 8

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.
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 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 Spring Clearance  Spring Clearance  Spring Clearance 
 Super Sale Super Sale Super Sale

 03 FORD THUNDERBIRD

 #105197

 WAS $21,888
         $18,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 C OLLECTOR’S C OLLECTOR’S
 ITEM HARDTOP ITEM HARDTOP
 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE

 V-8 V-8

 WHAT WHAT
 A  A 

 DEAL! DEAL!

 04 TOYOTA COROLLA

 #281902

 WAS $13,888
         $11,588

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 0 , 8 8 8

 POWER  POWER 
 MOON  MOON 
 ROOF ROOF
 4 CYL 4 CYL

 #200196

 WAS $23,888
         $22,888

 06 DODGE RAM 1500

 $ 2
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 1 , 8 8 8

 6  6 
 SPEED SPEED

 MANUAL  MANUAL 
 4X4 4X4 PRICE

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride from  Ride from 

 Base Base

 07 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

 #167462

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 FACTORY FACTORY
 WARRANTY WARRANTY

 06 TOYOTA SCION XB

 #109828

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 OVER 25  OVER 25 
 MPG UNDER  MPG UNDER 

 30K MILE  30K MILE 
 5 SPD 5 SPD

 PRICE

 08 CHRYSLER SEBRING

 #271319

 WAS $22,888
         $18,888

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 CONVERTIBLE CONVERTIBLE

 PRICE

 07 FORD FOCUS ZX5 SES

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 #319367

 WAS $17,888
         $16,888

 5 SPEED  5 SPEED 
 POWER  POWER 

 MOON ROOF  MOON ROOF 
 FACTORY  FACTORY 

 WARRANTY WARRANTY
 PRICE

 05 FORD 500

 #169978

 WAS $17,888
         $16,588

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 ONLY  ONLY 
 38 K  38 K 

 MILES MILES

 PRICE

 #864205

 WAS $22,888
         $20,888

 07 DODGE CHARGER

 PRICE

 $ 1
 9 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 9 , 8 8 8

 22”  Rims 22”  Rims
 Over  Over 

 25 Mpg 25 Mpg

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

A rider with the Riders For Christ motocross team pops a wheel-
ie during a race held at Victory Field Saturday during The Few,
The Proud, The Xtreme.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Alex Flores, a stunt rider with Alex Stunts, rides backwards as
he wows the crowd during The Few, The Proud, The Xtreme
show Saturday at Victory Field.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

A rider with Creative Sports Inc. flies head over heels for
the crowd while performing at Saturday’s The Few, The
Proud, The Xtreme show at Victory Field.

watching them, they were invited back to do an all-
out stunt show featuring wheelies, handstands and
burnouts, said Jef Groff, a stunt bike rider that per-
formed Saturday.

Hopefully, the people who watch the show realize
that they can’t just hop on a street bike and do the
stuff they see at stunt shows, he added. It takes a lot
of practice and a lot of talent.

“We love coming out here and performing,” said
Dan Hubbard, a BMX rider who has been riding for
more than 33 years. “Not only are we out here doing
what we love, we get to do it in front of a crowd that
we truly respect and admire, and they totally dig it.”

Hubbard coordinates stunt shows for his compa-
ny, Creative Sports Inc, and said it was his first time
coming to a military installation, but hopefully not
his last.

He said the best part of the day for him was
being able to share something he loves doing with
the men and women that make his lifestyle possible.

“These people we’re out here performing for, give
their lives to protect the freedoms we take for grant-
ed so much,” he said. “It just sheds a whole new
light on things to be out here giving back to them.”

The more than 1,000 base personnel and mem-
bers of the community who attended Saturday’s fes-
tivities left with smiles on their faces.

“This stuff is awesome,” said Lance Cpl. John A.
Gauss, a rifleman with Company G, 2nd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment. “I can’t believe some of the
stuff they were doing out there—it was crazy.”

Gauss said having the riders travel all the way out
to the middle of the desert shows that the Marines
and sailors at the Combat Center aren’t forgotten,
and it is nice to know people appreciate what
Marines do.

The riders belong to multiple teams and informa-
tion can be found on their individual Web sites at
www.jefgroff.com, www.edub32.com, www.stunt-
teams.com and www.alexstunts.com.

XTREME, from B1


