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Three, TOW, one, fire! 
See A3

Living history
See A4

Skate park on deck
See B1

Freestyle motocross
See B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Lt. Col. Thomas Gordon, the commanding officer of 1st Tank Battalion, hands an award citation to Sgt. Christopher Phinney, who served as a tank commander with Company
B, 1st Tanks, during an award ceremony June 18 at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field. Phinney received the Navy and Marine Corps Medal for saving his gunner from a burn-
ing tank during a training exercise at Range 500, June 19, 2008.

Marine saves gunner from burning tank 
Earns medal for bravery
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

“I heard the round drop to the
ground and I knew it was bad
news,” said Sgt. Christopher
Phinney, describing that har-
rowing night while conduct-
ing M1A1 Abrams main bat-
tle tank training when things
started going bad and years of
training kicked in at Range
500 June 19, 2008.

Phinney, 25, was a tank
commander with Company
B, 1st Tank Battalion,
when a charged main-gun
round burst and spilled
explosive propellant inside
his tank endangering him
and his team.

Phinney quickly ordered
his team to exit the tank
before the propellant caught
on fire, but within seconds the
propellant had ignited, and
Phinney realized his gunner,
Lance Cpl. Jacob Tabora was
trapped inside.

“I just reacted,” said the

See BRAVERY, A5

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK
HHUUGGHHEESS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors with
3rd Battalion, 9th Marine
Regiment defended their
position and attacked a
simulated enemy during
Clear Hold Build Exercise
III in the Combat Center’s
Quackenbush and Gays Pass
training areas June 17 and 18.

The exercise is a two-day
training event set up as a bat-
talion defense throughout the
first night, then transitions into

an offensive counter attack
against the enemy the follow-
ing morning, said Master Sgt.
Brian Criley, the assistant oper-
ations chief for 3/9.

The exercise is part of
Enhanced Mojave Viper, a pre-
deployment training package
that concentrates on multiple
scenarios of warfare, said Capt.
David Chin, an instructor con-
troller for Tactical Training
Exercise Control Group.

“We are training to give
them a full spectrum of
operations,” said the South
Brunswick, N.J., native.

3/9 is one of the first
units to train through EMV.

During the exercise, each
company set up their defense
as the simulated enemies
pushed forward. A platoon of
tanks and amphibious assault
vehicles were attached for the
exercise to support the battal-
ion. Artillery and close air
support were also provided,
with both fixed wing and
rotary wing air craft, said
Criley, a Butler, Pa., native.

The night was filled with

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

Marines with Company I, 3rd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, carry a mock casualty to
be medically evacuated out of the area during Clear Hold Build Exercise III in the Combat
Center’s Quackenbush and Gays Pass training areas June 17. The exercise is part of
Enhanced Mojave Viper. The battalion is one of the first units to complete EMV.

3/9 attacks simulated enemy
in Enhanced Mojave Viper

See VIPER, A9

Marines adapt to newest pre-deployment training
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors of 3rd
Battalion, 9th Marine
Regiment, based out of
Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, N.C., completed the
final stages of a new training
evolution here in preparation
for an upcoming deployment
to Iraq this summer.

3/9 started the Enhanced
Mojave Viper training exer-
cise May 29. EMV is a step up
from the standard Mojave
Viper which prepares service
members for deployments to
Iraq and Afghanistan. EMV
allows two battalions to train
at once along side logistics
and air units, as opposed to
the standard MV, which trains

only one battalion at a time,
said Master Sgt. David
Flatter, the assistant opera-
tions chief at the Tactical
Training Exercise Control
Group.

During the 28 training
days of EMV, units under-
go several sub-packages,
including Clear Hold and
Build exercises, or CHB,
combined arms live-fire
exercises, fire support coor-
dination exercises, and mis-
sion rehearsal exercises.

“Conducting EMV has
been extremely valuable for
our battalion,” said Maj.
Richard A. Rosenstein, the
battalion’s executive officer.

“The terrain, distance
and training facilities at
Twentynine Palms provides

tremendous opportunities
for east coast units.”

CHB I, which takes
place during the first three
days of EMV, required
Marines and sailors to
clear a mock city at
Combat Center Range
220. From there, units
then maintain control of
the area to ensure order
and the safety of those in
the city and build rapport
with local civilians and
security forces.

While Marines and
sailors must remain aware
of cultural differences, they
must still perform missions
effectively. To do so, they
coordinate with local police

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Maj. Richard Rosenstein, the executive officer of 3rd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment,
chats with several female role player linguists during Enhanced Mojave Viper training at
Combat Center Range 220, Tuesday. See TRAINING, A7



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Mattress innards
6. Pyramid bottom
10.Artsy Big Apple area
14.Bovine milk source
15.Opera highlight
16.Grace ender
17.It’s found in a crust
19.YOU ARE __
20.Politician’s goal
21.Moth-eaten
22.South American plains
24.Baylor University city
26.Seal in, as a steak’s juices
27.Aid for one kicking a 

smoking habit
32.Golfer’s set
34.Word after dog or salad
35.Reporter’s question
36.Tennis great Bjorn
37.Sub part
39.Flag down
40.An end to alcohol?

41.Pepper dispenser
42.Vito Corleone’s eldest
43.Bit of unabashed self-

promotion
47.City near Provo, Utah
48.Produces cackleberries
49.Like a wasteland
52.Did a 10K
53.Prima donnas’ problems
57.Where to get off
58.Largest of Ireland’s 32
61.Cinders of old funnies
62.Cut and paste
63.Rumba or samba
64.“Cold one”
65.Declare untrue
66.Ending with home or 

bed
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

SQUAD LEADER, 3RD BATTALION, 
7TH MARINE REGIMENT

“More live-fire
ranges with

more realistic ranges, and
more inconsistent and

different training.”

CPL. DANIEL GONZALEZ

SEAMAN ANTHONY CLARK

HOSPITAL CORPSMAN, ADULT MEDICAL

CARE CLINIC

“More focus put
on medical

knowledge; first aid and
buddy aid.”

COOK, 1ST TANK BATTALION

“Give Marines real-

life scenarios so

that when we get over

there we’ll be as prepared

as we can.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST,
the Marine Corps or Department of Defense.

HHooww  ccaann  tthhee  MMaarriinnee  CCoorrppss  iimmpprroovvee
pprree--ddeeppllooyymmeenntt  ttrraaiinniinngg  ttoo  bbeetttteerr
pprreeppaarree  ffoorr  oovveerrsseeaass  ddeeppllooyymmeennttss

LANCE CPL. GREG GABRIS

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private
firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or the
United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract with the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enterprise
newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military
services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the United States government, the DoD,
or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of advertising in
this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services
advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public
Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during normal working hours
at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Recipe measures
2. “Garfield” pooch
3. Light bulb, in comics
4. Liberal faction
5. __ Lanka
6. Something to cast
7. Like Death Valley
8. Thing to confess
9. Keen observer
10.Much of North Africa
11.Straw in the wind
12.Ticker-tape parade 

honoree, perhaps
13.White Monopoly bills
18.Plumb crazy
23.Miler’s quartet, often
25.Rm. coolers
26.Go bananas
27.__ Jean (Marilyn,

originally)
28.Worshiped ones
29.Country music tone

30.Goatee’s spot
31.Like Toledo?
32.Hieroglyphics bird
33.__ Hashanah
37.Hushed up
38.Skelton’sKadidle hopper
39.Indoor kitty
41.“A __ formality!”
42.Like a fox
44.Pestle’s partner
45.Like italic type
46.Breathe hard
49.English TV channel,

with “the”
50.Wheel shaft
51.Stir up
52.Totally destroy
54.Sold, to an auctioneer
55.Black and white predator
56.Depot posting,

informally
59.Poem of Sappho
60.Gridiron divs.

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Petty Officer 3rd
Class Mathew Reksid
UUnniitt:: 3rd Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Hospital
Corpsman
JJoobb  DDeessccrriippttiioonn:: Educating
corpsman and coordinating
3/7 Marines to get Combat
Lifesaver qualified.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt
aabboouutt  yyoouurr  jjoobb?? Attaining
new knowledge to pass on to
other corpsmen.
HHoobbbbiieess:: Basketball and
working out at the gym.
MMiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee:: Three years in the Navy with two deploy-
ments to Iraq.
TTiimmee  aatt  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: Two years.

1 2 3 4 5
5 6 3 7

2 6 8
7 4 2 9

1 9 8 5

9 3 7
2 9 1 3
4 6 8 2 5

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA88]]

Hot Topics

55KK  CCOOYYOOTTEE  DDEESSEERRTT  
FFUUNN  RRUUNN

The Combat Center’s Installation
Personnel Administration Center will
be hosting the 5K Coyote Desert Fun
Run July 2. The cost of entry is $15. All
entries will receive a free T-shirt.
Additional shirts can be purchased for
$7.50. Registration forms must be com-
pleted and returned to IPAC by July 1.
To obtain a registration form or more
information, contact Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Brian Welty at 830-1818.

PPHHEELLPPSS  HHAALLLL  CCLLOOSSUURREE

Lance Cpl. Chance R. Phelps mess hall
will be closed during the Fourth of
July holiday period. The last meal
served will be lunch on Thursday.
Phelps Hall will reopen for breakfast
July 6. Littleton mess hall will operate
on regular weekend and holiday hours.

MMIILLIITTAARRYY  PPOOLLIICCEE  RREEQQUUEESSTTSS

The Provost Marshal’s Office is
undergoing changes to better sup-
port and provide assistance to units
with request that require Military
Police support such as special
events  like home comings, blocking
off roadways, complaints, patrol or
gate request, safety briefs, vehicle
registration, towing, K-9 support,
etc. If your unit has such a Military
Police request, please contact the
below personnel so we can better
assist you in your needs.
OOppeerraattiioonnss  CChhiieeff
Gunnery Sgt. Roy C. Buchanan
830-6095, roy.c.buchanan@usmc.mil
OOppeerraattiioonnss  OOffffiicceerr
Master Sgt. Brian S. Scamman
830-5456, brian.scamman@usmc.mil

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

June 26, 1966

While deployed in Vietnam, Sgt.
James S. Dodson and Lance Cpl.

Walter Eckes, who were captured by
the Viet Cong in May, managed to

escape and return to friendly forces.

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

JJOOHHNN  FFLLEEMMIINNGG

When I arrived at work one day,
my boss declared simply, “Five,
gentlemen.” My jaw dropped as he
elaborated, “We had five motorcy-
cle crashes this past week, includ-
ing one fatality.”

It was sobering news, since my
company and I are tasked with
base-wide motorcycle safety train-
ing. Our courses focus on corner-
ing skills, braking technique, haz-
ard avoidance and a variety of life-
saving skills. We’re confident that
we’re building better motorcyclists.
Our Marines and sailors regularly
attest to their improvement at the
completion of our courses.

The truth is, motorcycling is
risky business. Motorcycles are
more vulnerable and less stable
than cars. We motorcyclists must
be hyper-vigilant, constantly scan-
ning for potential danger.
Oncoming vehicles, tailgaters,
cross traffic and obstacles in the
road are potential trouble. Add
inattentive drivers – my favorite
being the motorist who is “tex-
ting” while driving – and motorcy-
cling becomes genuinely perilous.

Regardless of whether you’re a
beginning rider or a knee-drag-
ging expert with fabulous control
skills, if your head is not totally in
the game, sooner or later you’re
going down.

It’s risky business

Teacher shortage predicted
BBOOBB  BBAARRTTRROONN
MILITARY TRANSITION RECRUITMENT

SPECIALIST, CALIFORNIA TROOPS TO TEACHERS

Currently 47 percent of public
school teachers in California
have reached the minimum
retirement age. The number of
new teachers entering the pro-
fession has fallen more than 30
percent over the last three years.
In a couple of years there will be
a mass exodus of teachers retir-
ing and few in the pipeline to
replace them. This situation is
true across the nation. Learn

how to prepare now to take
advantage of these future career
opportunities by attending a
“Teaching as Your Next Career”
presentation being given at the
Combat Center July 7 at 1 p.m.
by a Troops to Teachers repre-
sentative. The presentation will
be about one hour long and at
the Lifelong Learning Education
Center. It is free and open to
anyone who has ever considered
becoming a public school
teacher. Those leaving the serv-
ice in 2011 and later are specifi-
cally encouraged to attend.

John Fleming is a rider coach with Cape Fox Professional Services who is providing motorcycle

safety training for Marines and sailors aboard the Marine Air Ground Task Force Training

Command. To submit your comments or contributions about motorcycling , his email is

michael.j.fleming@usmc.mil
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Weapons Co. Marines unload, show clear
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

ARMY AMMUNITION
DEPOT HAWTHORNE,
Nev. – The Marines of
Weapons Company, 1st
Battalion, 23rd Marine
Regiment, shot all of their spe-
cial weapons June 18 through
20 at Army Ammunition
Depot Hawthorne, Nev., as
part of the battalion’s final
weapons firing exercise.

The company trained its
Marines in individual and
unit skills, and practiced
multiple missions with
weapons systems associat-
ed with their military occu-
pational specialties in order
to improve the unit’s core
competency overall, said
Capt. Jeremiah Leibowitz,
the company commanding
officer, and a native of San
Antonio.

“Being reservists, we
don’t get a lot of time
behind our guns, missiles or
[mortar] tubes,” Leibowitz
said. “We like to take the
opportunity when we can to
make sure the Marines’ skill
set stays fresh.”

The company conducted
its weapons training in con-
junction with the battalion
training at Hawthorne and
Mountain Warfare Training
Center Bridgeport, Calif.,
before its build-up for their
upcoming deployment next
year, Leibowitz said.

“We’re slated for a pump
around spring of next
year,” he said. “We’ve been
training for Afghanistan up
here in the mountains, but

we’re not sure where the
battalion is headed yet.
Since we’ve done all the
altitude and terrain train-
ing, we decided to focus on
the basics to finish the
training up.”

The company fired their
Tube-launched Optically-
tracked Wire-guided mis-
siles, and other systems in an
all-out exercise to test its
capabilities.

“This exercise is going to
include everything,” Leibowitz
said. “We’re going to be using
the 81mm mortars, TOW
missiles, .50 caliber machine
guns, and 40mm grenade
launchers. Any day is a good
day when you’re putting
rounds down range.”

The Marines of the com-
pany who were performing
the exercise enjoyed the
chance to dust-off their skills
and get behind their machine
guns and other weapon sys-
tems again.

“Shooting a TOW is
always a good time. I haven’t
done it in a while so it’s some-
thing to look forward to,”
said Lance Cpl. Garrett Babb,
an antitank missileman with
the company, and a native of
Enid, Okla.

Babb said training at
extreme elevation with their
normal weapon systems will
prove useful when his battal-
ion goes overseas.

The elevation is tough to
deal with and nothing like the
flat lands of his home state,
Babb said. “You never feel
like you’re going forward, just
straight up.

“It’s good to go doing

the weapons training out
here,” he said. “It’s like get-
ting everything at once –
high altitude conditioning
and old school weapons
shoots, which is what
Marines live for.”

Having completed their
training, 1/23 is headed
home, but will return to
active duty soon to deploy in
support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom or Operation
Enduring Freedom.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Pfc. Ry Delacerda, an antitank missleman with Weapons Company, 1st Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment, fires off a Tube-
launched Optically-tracked Wire-guided missile June 19 at Hawthorne Army Ammunition Depot, Nev.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Spent .50 caliber shell casings lay on the ground as Lance Cpl. Chris Cartwright, a
rifleman with Weapons Co., 1/23 fires rounds down range July 19 at Hawthorne
Army Ammunition Depot, Nev.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Lance Cpl. Chris Cartwright, a rifleman with Weapons Co., 1/23, sends .50 caliber rounds
down range July 19 at Hawthorne Army Ammunition Depot, Nev.
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Mountain Medicine in every ‘climb’ and place
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

MOUNTAIN WARFARE
TRAINING CENTER
BRIDGEPORT, Calif. –
Sailors with Mountain
Medicine class 1–09 negoti-
ated rugged, mountainous
terrain, crossed streams, and
traversed through thick
woods during very challeng-
ing training at Mountain
Warfare Training Center
Bridgeport, Calif., Monday.

The students took the
lessons they learned in the
classroom and applied them
in the field, said Chief Petty
Officer Ralph Zastrow, a
chief instructor with the
course, and a native of
Camano Island, Wash.

“They learned the
basics of medicine and
sicknesses at the extreme
altitudes,” Zastrow said.
“But more importantly,
they learned how to navi-
gate and overcome the
complex, compartmental-
ized terrain we have up

here at Bridgeport.”
The students will be

using knowledge they
received to move casualties,
and themselves over terrain
while dealing with extra bag-
gage, he said. “They’ll have
their packs with a sustain-
ment load, as well as a
notional casualty partway
through their movement.”

The students in the class
learned that providing med-
ical care in rough terrain
requires a whole different
set of skills and procedures.

“We’re only going to use
some of these techniques if
we have to,” said Petty
Officer 3rd Class Nicholas
Teeman, a Mountain Medicine
student and corpsman with
2nd Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, from Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune,
N.C. “When I go back to my
unit I know I will be able to
pass this on to all the other
sailors in the aid station.”

Teeman said the medi-
cine portion is good and is
very important.

“Knowledge is power.
The more we know about
the medicine, the elevation
and the terrain will help
us,” he said. “It’s tough to
maneuver from place to
place, so we need to be
prepared. This is just one
more thing to help me get
that edge I’m going to
need in combat in the
mountains.”

Teeman said the training
at MWTC is going to be
vital to the environment he
will be in overseas.

“Our battalion is getting
ready to add to our collec-
tion of battle streamers on
the flag next year,” Teeman
said. “The training areas
we’re in now are very simi-
lar to the area we might be
occupying in Afghanistan.
We can’t learn enough
from our time here.”

The class graduates
today and the students will
be returning to their vari-
ous parent units to contin-
ue to prepare for their
upcoming deployments.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Sailors with the Mountain Medicine 1–09 class help Petty Officer 2nd Class Zachary
James cross a canyon at Mountain Warfare Training Center Bridgeport, Calif. James is
a corpsman with 1st Marine Special Operations Battalion, based out of Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Monday.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Students from Mountain Medicine Class 1–09 carry a notional casualty to their bivouac
site after administering treatment during their field exercise at Mountain Warfare
Training Center Bridgeport, Calif., Monday.



Auburn, Maine native. “We
rehearsed scenarios like that
often. I just did my job.”

Phinney, without thought
of his own safety, reached
through the flames to help
free his trapped gunner from
the blaze. Phinney received
severe injuries from the burn-
ing tank, but still picked him-
self up and led his team,
including Tabora, to safety.
Tabora, who sustained third

degree burns over the majori-
ty of his body and underwent
one of many reconstructive
surgeries the morning of the
award ceremony, is recovering
from his burns at Brooke
Army Medical Center in San
Antonio, Texas.

Phinney’s father, David
Phinney traveled from Maine
to attend the award ceremony.

“This was a tough situa-
tion for the family,” said
David Phinney. “That was
the worst phone call I had

ever received at home; hear-
ing that your son was injured
in a training accident.”

For his bravery and quick
actions during the training
accident, Phinney was
awarded the Navy and
Marine Corps Medal, the
second highest non-combat-
ive medal awarded by the
Department of the Navy for
sailors or Marines who dis-
tinguish themselves through
heroism and bravery during
an act of lifesaving.

“I was shocked, but very
proud of my son,” David said.
“He deserved this recogni-
tion. He has accomplished so
much while in the Marines.”

After presenting the award,
Lt. Col. Thomas Gordon, the
1st Tank Battalion command-
ing officer, emphasized
Phinneys accomplishments in
addition to saving Tabora’s life
last June.

“When there is a fire peo-
ple will run away,” Gordon
said. “But if required,

Marines will run in. I hope
that we all would have Sgt.
Phinney’s courage and run
into the fire.

“He recovered from his
injuries, deployed to Iraq,
received two Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement

Medals during and after this
last deployment,” Gordon
said. “He had one NAM
when he arrived at the bat-
talion–four personal awards
in one enlistment; Sgt
Phinney is just an outstand-
ing Marine!”
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 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

 As a Federal Employee,  your  retirement

 is important to us at Kirk Financial Group
 Learn how  your  Federal Employee Benefits Plan works and how to make the best 

 choices for you and your family. We have the answers you’re looking for:

 is not an affiliate of
 NEXT Financial Group. Inc.

 222 E. Main, Suite 205
 Bastow, California 92311

 james.kirk@nextfinancial.com
 www.kirkfinancialgroup.com

 James Kirk, CLU, ChFC, LUTCF
 Owner
 tel (760) 255-2776
 fax (760) 256-8261

 •  Retirement Eligibility for 
 CSRS and FERS Employees

 •  Military Buy Back

 •  Survivor Benefits
 •  Federal Employees Group LIfe (FEGLI)

 • Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)

 •  Flexible Spending Account (FSA)
 •  Pension Offset
 •  Social Security

 Get a FREE analysis of your federal employee benefits plans by calling 
 us for more information at 760-255-2776. We can help you today!

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
SSuunnddaayyss

IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess
8 a.m.-Faith
Formation/CCD 
September through
May building 1551  
8:45 a.m.-

Confessions+
9 a.m.-Rosary
9:30 a.m.-Catholic

Mass*
9:30 a.m.-Children’s

Liturgy of the Word
4:15 p.m.-

Confessions+
4 p.m.-Choir Practice
4:30 p.m.-Rosary
5 p.m.-Catholic Mass

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Lay-led independent
Baptist breakfast
8:30 a.m.-West Wing
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
Calvary Chapel-AGC
9 a.m.-Worship*
9 a.m.-Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m.-Sunday
School*
6 p.m.-Youth Group
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
11:30 a.m.-Worship
building 1707
PPaassttoorr--lleedd  AAsssseemmbblliieess
ooff GGoodd  wwoorrsshhiipp
9:30 a.m.-Sunday
School  
10:30 a.m.-Worship   
LLeeggeenndd
*  Indicates Child Care
Provided
+ Appointments can be
made for Confessions by
calling 830-6456/6482

WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss

MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy
Immaculate Heart of Mary
11:45 a.m.-Catholic Mass
(except holidays)
TTuueessddaayy

Christ Chapel
9 a.m.-Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
September through May
Immaculate Heart of Mary
4-5:30 p.m.-Children’s RCIA
5-8 p.m.-Catechist Meeting 
(Second Tuesday each month)
6-7:30 p.m.-Baptism Class
(First Tuesday each month)         
WWeeddnneessddaayy

Christ Chapel
7 p.m.-Lay-led Gospel Bible
Study
Immaculate Heart of Mary
9:30 a.m.-Military Council of
Catholic Women*     
September to May
6 p.m.-Youth Teen
7 p.m.-Knights of Columbus
(1st Wednesday each month)
TThhuurrssddaayy

Christ Chapel
6 p.m.-Praise Band Rehearsal       
Immaculate Heart of Mary
6-7:30 p.m.-RCIA
Resumes Sept. 11  
C&E Barracks building 1666
11:30 a.m.-Bible Study
Chaplain Moran 830-6187
FFrriiddaayy

Christ Chapel
5 p.m.-Gospel Rehearsal 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
12:15 p.m., 4:30 p.m.-
Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed
Sacrament 
(First Friday each month)

BRAVERY, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. CCLLAAIIRREE  AA.. PPRRIINNDDAABBLLEE

Sgt. Christopher Phinney, who served as a tank com-
mander with Company B, 1st Tank Battalion, receives
the Navy and Marine Corps Medal June 18 at Lance
Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field. Phinney saved his gunner,
Lance Cpl. Jacob Tabora, from a burning M1A1 Abrams
main battle tank during a training exercise at Range
500, June 19, 2008.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. CCLLAAIIRREE  AA.. PPRRIINNDDAABBLLEE

Sgt. Christopher Phinney, who served as a tank com-
mander with Company B, 1st Tank Battalion, stands at
parade rest after being awarded the Navy and Marine
Corps Medal June 18 at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Sgt. Christopher Phinney shakes hands with Marines
and sailors from his battalion during an awards ceremo-
ny June 18 at Gray Field.

Stay Proud

Stay Marine



Opinion / Editorial

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK
HHUUGGHHEESS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Independence Day, as we
all know from history class
in grade school, is the day
our founding fathers
declared our independence
from Great Britain.

With the next fireworks
display right around the
corner, it seems as if many
of us are looking forward
to the long weekend more
so for fun in the sun than

reflecting on what is
important – the true mean-
ing of this day.

According to The
Declaration of Independence:
A Study in the History of
Political Ideas by Carl L.
Becker, the legal separation
from Great Britain occurred
on July 2, 1776.

Congress revised the
declaration of independ-
ence and finally approved
it on July 4, 1776, a holiday
now known as the Fourth
of July.

More than 230 years ago,
idealists of the original 13

Colonies banded together
through the Second
Continental Congress to
fight for their freedom and
the freedom of future
Americans.

This is not a history les-
son of this country’s inde-
pendence, just a gentle
reminder of what, for
many of us, has become
just a distant grade school
memory.

Many of us do not put
into perspective the magni-
tude of what happened
those many years ago.
Though time has changed
our society, fashion, and
technology, amongst other
things, it has also changed
the value we place on this
Federal holiday.

Most of us forget that
Americans of the newly
formed United States of
America shed their blood
during the War of
Independence so we could
live how we do today.

For service members
and families, the Fourth of
July not only commemo-
rates our country, but it
also commemorates the
warriors that gave their
limbs, their sight, their
hearing, and their lives so
that our children and
grandchildren can live in a
country that continues to
be free.

From the wars fought
for independence and
unity, to those fought on
foreign soil in Germany,
Korea, and Vietnam, and
those we continue to fight
today in Iraq and
Afghanistan, service mem-
bers have put themselves

in harms way. They have
done, and continue to do,
so our country will contin-
ue to grow and flourish,
and so future generations
can have the opportunities

we never had.
Have a fun and exciting

Independence Day this
year. Be with family and
friends. Barbeque and
watch fireworks, but
remember when those
blasts of light glisten over-
head in the night sky, take a

moment to remember
those who went before us.

Remember we would
not be here today without
the men and women who
fought for our country.
We would not have the
opportunities we have
today without those who
have sacrificed before us.

Celebrate not only our
independence, but all of
those who came after that
historic day in 1776 who
helped make this country
what it is today.
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 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 10:00 AM w/Sunday School 
 Bible Studies, Choir

 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Star

 C
ho

lla

 Buena Vista

 HWY 62

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Luckie Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 “The will of God

 will never take you

 where the grace of

 God will not 

 protect you . ”

 56284 Buena Vista Dr. 
 Pastor Bob Alexander 

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

56374 Onaga Trail, Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
(760) 365-5771  •  www.fsbcyv.org 

First Southern Baptist Church 

Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Morning Worship 10:30 AM 
Family Bible Hour 5:00 PM 

Please join us this Sunday…* 

 

*New  
service times 

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and John Adams are depicted writing the
Declaration of Independence before it was shown to Congress July 2, 1776.The revised
draft passed July 4, 1776, the day we celebrate from Great Britain.

Has Fourth of July lost its meaning?

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Fireworks light up the night sky during the Combat
Center’s Fourth of July Celebration last year.
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 2005 Bayliner Capri

 $8,990

 Cash discount price only. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document p reparation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 7-31-09

 2003 Ford F150 Supercab 
 Short Bed

 $7,990 #A67601

 2004 Ford Explorer

 $7,990 #A04960

 2004 Chevrolet Venture

 $6,890 #263745

 05 DODGE NEON SXT  $6,390
 #181301
 05 FORD RANGER  $4,890
 #A52551
 99 CADILLAC SEVILLE SLS  $6,990
 #933073
 05 CHEVROLET CLASSIC  $4,390
 #220671
 03 OLDSMOBILE ALERO GL  $3,990
 #310021
 99 FORD F150  $3,890
 #A19254
 89 TOYOTA CAMRY  $2,890
 #087760
 89 ACURA LEGEND  $2,890
 #014964
 05 FORD TAURUS SE  $4,790
 #224026
 03 FORD WINDSTAR LX  $4,390
 #B51987
 98 FORD F150 LONG BED  $3,390
 #B80396

 ADOBE ADOBE ADOBE
 AUTO SALES AUTO SALES AUTO SALES
 3787 Adobe Rd., Twentynine Palms

 (760) 219-0252

 Move Yourself
 the Budget Way

 �  Offers competitive,
   low cost moving
   solutions.

 �  Easy-to-drive trucks
 reliable & well
 maintained.

 �  Mileage
 compensation
 available.

 �  We have the right 
 size trucks for you.

 �  Boxes and moving
 supplies.

 �  24/7 roadside 
 service.

 Ron’s Automotive
 Contact: Kim Wade

 (760) 228-1323
 www.budgettruck.com

 Located in Yucca Valley

and military forces to create
a collaborative atmosphere.

“These exercises would
not be possible in Lejeune,”
Rosenstein said. “The chal-
lenges our young Marines
faced during CHB I and
MRX [Mission Rehearsal
Exercise] provided an
opportunity to develope and
test individual rifleman nd
small unit leaders’ decision
making abilities in a dynamic
COIN [Counterinsurgency]
environment.”

After completing CHB I,
3/9 then moved on to the
live-fire exercise series at the
platoon and company levels.
Meanwhile, the fire support
coordination exercises trained
artillery and aviation elements
to coordinate and communi-
cate with each other during
target assessment.

The battalion then moved
on to CHB II and CHB III,
kinetic exercises which took
place at the Quackenbush
training area, Gay’s Pass,
Emerson Lake and Maumee
Mine training areas.

From there, the unit
returned to Range 220 where
they conducted the final days
of MRX, which once again
forced Marines and sailors to
work with police and military
role players.

Rosenstein said although
the battalion could conduct
live-fire maneuver and com-
bined arms exercises at a vari-
ety of other alternate training
venues, many authentic ele-
ments like the ones found in
EMV better prepare war
fighters for deployments in
desert terrain.

In addition to the training
venues themselves, Rosenstein
explained the use of hundreds
of role players at MRX, gives
the scenarios a very realistic feel.

“Our young lance corpo-

rals and sergeants are forced
to make rational decisions
quickly when dealing with
people,” he said. “Everything
you do out here has the
potential to build on the fol-
lowing day. For instance, if
you catch the right guy at
the right time, it could mean
that three IEDs [improved
explosive devices] are never
emplaced.”

Sgt. Anthony Silva, squad
leader of 1st Squad, 3rd
Platoon, Company K, 3/9,
said training for EMV felt
both foreign and familiar to
him since he used to be an
instructor with TTECG
before transferring to his
current unit about nine
months ago.

Silva, said through his
two-and-a-half years of
experience training Marines
here, he has a better idea of
what to expect and how to
instruct his squad prior to
an exercise.

“I don’t know what’s
coming, but I understand
body language and how
people may move,” he said.
“I think the first three days
and the last three days of
this training pay off the
biggest dividends. You have
the chance to react to peo-
ple vice just running
around and shooting at tar-
gets. I’ve been looking for-
ward to this type of train-
ing since I left here.”

1st Lt. Ted German, the
battalion adjutant, said he
sees a considerable amount
of change in training since
he conducted pre-deploy-
ment training here three
years ago.

“We didn’t have Range
220 the last time I was
here,” said German. “This
training is much more
involved. Three days are
supposed to represent
seven months, so we are

focusing on more conven-
tional warfare to tailor the
expectations of what these
Marines may really see in
Iraq or Afghanistan.”

Lt. Col. Daniel Q.
Greenwood, the battalion
commanding officer, agreed.

“TTECG and EMV
paint these scenarios for
the exercise forces and
maximize each unit’s
preparation for their future
operating environment,”
Greenwood said.

As the battalion com-
pletes its final days of EMV
training this week, final cri-
tiques and lessons learned
may not only prepare the
Marines and sailors involved,
but will also give them
knowledge to pass on to fel-
low service members prepar-
ing for deployments to Iraq
and Afghanistan.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lance Cpl. Michael Coolidge (left), a team leader with
Company I, 3rd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, sets up
security alongside a role player soldier of the fictional
People’s Liberation Army of Zahara during Enhanced Mojave
Viper training at Combat Center Range 220, Tuesday.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lance Cpl. James Gray (left), a radio operator with 3/9, stands by as his platoon com-
mander, 2nd Lt. Devin Carlson, and maintains communication with another platoon dur-
ing a meeting between Marines, and local police and military officials in a nearby build-
ing at Combat Center Range 220, Tuesday.

TRAINING, from A1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Marines of 3rd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, and local police role players control an agitated crowd during
Enhanced Mojave Viper training at Combat Center Range 220, Tuesday.
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

If a stranger were to ever
watch Ray Wilburn stroll
down any street aboard the
Combat Center, he or she
may be inclined to think
Wilburn is some sort of
celebrity. As this aged man
wearing clean, creased clothes
and thick rimmed glasses
makes his way down any hall
of any building on base,
Marines, sailors and civilians
of all ranks and ages approach
him and shake his hand.

If strangers knew the his-
tory behind retired Sgt Maj.
Ray V. Wilburn, they might do
the same thing.

Wilburn, who turns 90
years old Wednesday, has
more than 31 years of Marine
Corps experience under his

belt and has lived to tell tales
of three major wars in the
20th Century.

When Wilburn is not meet-
ing and greeting Combat
Center personnel, you can find
him, well, almost anywhere.
He rises early each day to take
a walk around his half-acre
property in Twentynine Palms.
He claims weeds are not
allowed to grow on his lot, and
if there is anything on his car
that can shine, it will shine.

Wilburn is a southern-bred
man born in a small cotton
farm near Wolfe City, Texas.
He said despite the dignity
surrounding the identity of
being a Marine, his initial rea-
son for joining the Corps was
a little more primal.

“I was hungry,” he said. “I
joined in the mid 30s when
there were no jobs, no money,

no nothing.”
At the ripe young age of

20, he hitchhiked nearly 70
miles southwest to Dallas to
enlist in the Corps on Oct. 19,
1939. Between his experiences
playing softball and boxing in
the Civilian Conservation
Corps, and earning less than
25 cents a day working on
farms prior to his enlistment,
physical fitness was no obsta-
cle for him.

Wilburn recalls how, after
his arrival to Marine Corps
Recruit Depot San Diego,
Calif., his drill instructors
used to carry 30-inch sticks
with them during drill prac-
tice to “measure” distances
between recruits.

“If the drill instructor
couldn’t march between
squads without touching you,
he would introduce that 30-

inch stick to your shins,”
Wilburn said. “We just took
things like that as corrections
and we carried on. We didn’t
give them a second thought.”

After graduating boot
camp, he was promptly
assigned to 2nd battalion, 10th
Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Brigade, as an artilleryman.

It wasn’t long before the
satisfaction he felt in the
Corps surpassed that of hav-
ing a full belly.

“I liked the regimenta-
tion,” he said. “I liked being a
part of something. It also
gave me an education since I
had to quit school early in life.
What I lacked in formal edu-
cation the Marine Corps let
me make up in determination
and drive.”

Wilburn saw his share of
bloodshed and turmoil in the
next couple years after trans-
ferring to India battery, 3rd
Battalion, 10th Marine
Regiment, at the outbreak of
World War II.

On Oct. 25, 1942,
Wilburn’s boat traveling from
Tulagi to Guadalcanal was
sunk by a Japanese destroyer.
Wilburn and the rest of the
crew had to spend three hours
in the water before being res-
cued by a Higgins boat.

By the end of the war,
Wilburn completed nine land-
ings over 38 months with his
battalion, which was redesig-
nated as the 2nd 155
Howitzer Battalion, 3rd Corps
Artillery.

In 1950 during the Korean
Conflict, Wilburn served as a
troop trainer for the
Supporting Arms Battalion of
the 11th Marines Artillery. He

eventually returned to the
states in 1952 and was then
sent to Japan.

Wilburn entered the
Vietnam War in 1967 attached
to 1st Medical Battalion. The
commanding officer of the
battalion asked Wilburn to
shoulder the responsibilities of
a commanding officer since
he was too busy performing
surgeries. The request put
Wilburn in charge of escort-
ing high-ranking visitors
around the hospital and acting
as “the commanding officer’s
mouth” until he returned to

the states in 1968.
Although the wars have

been long over for Wilburn,
he continues to pay respects
to his brothers in arms by
honoring their memory.

The 2nd 155 Howitzer
Battalion was sent overseas
and left there until the end
of the war, he said. Because
of that, they were given the
nickname “The Forgotten
Battalion.”

The battalion now hosts
veteran reunions each year
that Wilburn and his wife
Irma never miss.

Wilburn married his wife,
Irma Kojundzich, at the
Combat Center’s Protestant
Chapel on Dec. 21, 1957.
Since then, they have had a
daughter, two grandchildren
and two great grandchildren
born here at the Combat
Center, said Irma.

“I’m very proud of my
husband,” she said. “He’s
unbelievable. He’s like a
Timex watch – just keeps
on ticking.

“We have had a good life
in the Marine Corps and we
cherish all the friends we have
made,” she said. “It was a
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You’ve dedicated yourself to keeping America safe. Now make sure you do the same for yourself.
Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) encourage you to take a riding course and to always dress 

properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, gloves and boots. Of course, never drink and ride – 
it’s illegal and dangerous. For more information on the MSF course, call 1-800-446-9227. Now let’s roll.

 58325 TWENTYNINE PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

 760.365.6311
 OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

 July 1, 1919

 Happy Birthday
 Ray, Dad, Grandpa, 

 Great Papa

 Love— 
 Irma, Sharon, Stephanie, 
 Dave, Myke, Caity, Anna, 
 Rick, Tim, Jenni, Allison, 
 James, Seth, Hailee & Jesse
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

6 9 1 2 8 7 3 4 5
8 5 4 6 1 3 9 2 7
7 3 2 4 9 5 6 1 8
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Three wars and 90 years later

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Retired Sgt. Maj. Ray V. Wilburn turns 90 years old
Wednesday. After spending more than 30 years active
duty in the Marine Corps, he is glad to still be in the com-
pany of warfighters today.

See WILBURN, A10

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Here, retired Sgt. Maj. Ray V.
Wilburn stands tall as a cor-
poral at the Marine Corps
Recruit Depot San Diego,
Calif., in 1940. Wilburn
served more than 30 years
of honorable service and
plans on celebrating his 90th
birthday Wednesday at the
Combat Center.



TTYYLLEERR  PPAATTTTEERRSSOONN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

If there’s one universal rule
in the military, it’s that your
pre-deployment days can
be hectic.

There’s a lot on your
plate that needs taking care
of, like getting your finances
and legal documents in
order and making arrange-
ments for your family while
you’re gone. If you are
deploying from a reserve
component, you may also
need to square things away
with your civilian employer
before you leave.

With so much going on,
it can be easy to overlook
your TRICARE benefit—
but don’t worry! Making
sure your family has health-
care coverage while you are
deployed is as easy as it is
important.

KKnnooww  tthhee  ““WWhhaatt””

First, make sure your
spouse has access to all
necessary records. This
includes a copy of your
orders at the bare mini-
mum. If your spouse will
need access to your med-
ical records, you will need
to prepare an “authoriza-
tion to disclose” form. You
can download this form at
www.triwest.com, from the
“Find a Form” page.

Next, make sure the
records for you and each
family member are current
in the Defense Enrollment
Eligibility Reporting System.
Additionally, show your
spouse how to make
changes in DEERS at a
nearby ID card issuing
office, by phone at 1-800-
538-9552, or online at
http://www.tricare.osd.mil
/deers.

After that, check your
family’s identification cards.
If any will expire while
you’re deployed, be sure to
replace them before you
leave. Current ID cards are
required for accessing
health care through your
TRICARE benefit.

KKnnooww  tthhee  ““HHooww””

Finally, make sure your
spouse knows the basics of
your TRICARE coverage.

• Encourage your spouse
or child’s guardian to 
attend a mobilization 
briefing or Family 
Readiness Group meeting
in their area. Benefit 
videos and information
are also available at 
TriWest’s “TRICARE 2
You Online Library,” at
http://www.triwest.com
/t2u.

• Make a list of contact 
numbers:

• Your primary care 
manager/family physician

• A nearby emergency room
• A beneficiary counseling

and assistance coordinator 
• TriWest, your regional 

contractor 
• Online at 

http://www.triwest.com:
Registered users can find
answers, check status of
claims, authorizations 
and referrals and track 
expenses.

• 1-888-TRIWEST 
(874-9378)

• Review your family’s 
TRICARE plan so they
know how to properly 
access care and fill 
prescriptions.

For more pre-deploy-
ment tips covering every-
thing from automobile
storage to legal resources,
visit the “Force Health
Protection and Readiness
Pre-Deployment” page at
http://fhp.osd.mil/preDe
ployment.jsp. Members of
the reserve component can
also visit http://www.tri-
west.com/ngr for addition-
al pre- and post-deploy-
ment advice.

explosions in the distance
from tanks, close air support
and artillery attacking the sim-
ulated enemy.

As the fight progressed
late into the night, the enemy
started their dismounted
assault when the companies
in the defense were able to

attack with the final protec-
tive fire.

“The FPF is a mass of fire
power that stops the enemy
from progressing,” said Capt.
Nathan Dmochowski, the
assistant operations officer
for the battalion. “It’s basical-
ly a wall of lead.”

Mortars, grenade launch-
ers and all weapons com-

monly used in an infantry
battalion were fired down
range to stop the simulated
enemy in their tracks.

Early the next morning,
the battalion and support-
ing units changed from
defense to an offensive
counter attack to eliminate
the enemy.

The tanks initiated the
attack as each company
‘leap frogged’ one another
after each objective point,
Criley said.

“The overall goal is to kill
the enemy,” said Gunnery
Sgt. Carroll Williams, the
company gunnery sergeant
for Company I. “But we want
our Marines to take a lot away
from this.”

This exercise will teach the
Marines and sailors a lot of
different skills, said the
Pomona, Calif., native. They
will learn how to set up a bat-
talion defense, what it takes to
sustain a detailed operation
for over 24 hours and how to
transfer from the defense to
the offense.

Clear Hold Build Exercise
III is one of the many train-
ing events 3/9 has endured
over a month of pre-deploy-
ment training aboard the
Combat Center. Each event
will teach the Marines how to
fight and make quick deci-
sions in any situation or envi-
ronment, Williams said.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT JJUUNNEE 2266,,  22000099 AA99

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM

 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 Milt Merrit
 U.S. Navy, Chaplain Retired

 One of the best local examples of a tough minded 
 optimist is my friend Doreen Chamberlin of 
 Twentynine Palms.

 Born in England in 1925 Doreen joined the 
 British Army at 16. It was a terrible time in 
 England’s history as the Germans bombed her 
 beloved county.

 Doreen was not only a stalwart soldier during that 
 conflict but a courageous leader and after eleven 
 years of heroic service she retired as a Sgt. Major.

 After she married Doreen moved to Twentynine 
 Palms.  Her husband died in 1987. Since that time 
 Doreen has had several physical challenges.  She 
 not only had open heart surgery but in 1992 her 
 right leg was amputated just below the knee.  
 Doreen has her automobile specially equipped and 
 continues to drive to this day.

 Doreen has been a tough minded optimist in every 
 aspect of her life.  She is past president of her 
 Kiwanis Club, her local Republican Women’s Club, 
 and the Emblem Club. She continues to serve on 
 the board of several non-profit organizations where 
 she is always a level-headed yet positive 
 participant in all discussions. Doreen has just 
 completed 15 years as the Bishop’s Warden of her 
 local Episcopal Church where she has always 
 been a loyal, devout and faithful member.

 I spoke with Doreen the other day and she said 
 “I’m a tough old bird.”  I replied “You are a tough 
 minded optimist.”  

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 My last telephone convervation with Doreen two 
 days before her death closed with my words 

 “Good-by, friend” and her reply “Good-by, Luv”

 Reprint 4-4-09

The deadline for submit-
ting Trader ads is noon
Wednesday, for the
upcoming Friday’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000011  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  LLXX,,
125,000 miles, excellent
condition. $4,000. Rich
401-4393. 6/24/09

22000000  HHOONNDDAA  CCBBRR
992299RRRR,, 7,500 miles, mint
condition, never dropped.
After market exhaust.
$6,000 OBO. (732) 996-
1652. 6/24/09

99”” FFOORRDD  TTRRUUCCKK  RREEAARR
EENNDD  PPOOSSII,, 3:55
gears/Howe disc brakes,
new pads, five lug with leaf
springs. $650. 910-1068.
6/12/09

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, four
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or fifth
wheel. $2,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 5/22/09

22000033  CCHHEEVVYY  VVEENNTTUURREE..
Warner Brothers edition,
extended mini-van. 105,000
miles, DVD player, leather
trim, new tires, excellent
condition. $6,900. Ask for
Brent 361-3909. 5/22/09

22000066  NNIISSSSAANN  SSEE--RR..
$9,750 OBO, 32,000
miles, great condition, six
speed manual, sun roof.
Call Joe 819-2903.
5/22/09

9977  YYAAMMAAHHAA  VVIIRRAAGGOO,, 15,000
miles, good condition, $2,000.
Beth (928) 246-0526. 5/15/09

22000044  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  EEXX,,
$8,750 OBO. Silver, A/C,
sunroof, cruise control,
power door/windows/locks,
CD player, automatic trans-
mission. 35 miles per gallon.
Call Ken 346-5573. 5/8/09

22000044  HHOONNDDAA  CCRR--8855..
Includes two Helmets
w/gear bag & Popup Stand.
Asking  $1500. Call for
details 368-0383. 5/1/09

MMIISSCC..

SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  PPOOOODDLLEE  PPUUPPPPYY..
7-months-old. Black female.
Champion bred but minor
sugery prevents her being regis-
tered. $500. 567-7921. 6/24/09

2244  UUSSMMCC  SSIILLVVEERR  HHIISS--
TTOORRIICC  CCOOIINNSS.. 35 years old.
1 ounce each. $700 for set.
Other silver coins. Large oak
entertainment center. $100.
Very old chest of drawers.
Call Billy 367-6030. 5/22/09

WWAANNTTEEDD:: ..4455  CCAALLIIBBEERR  PPIISS--
TTOOLL,, Call Bill 367-6030.5/22/09

OONNEE--YYEEAARR--OOLLDD  BBOOXXEERR//
LLAABB  MMIIXX.. Very playful, loves
to run. Needs good home.
Call Joe 819-2903. 5/22/09

BBOOWWFFLLEEXX  HHOOMMEE  GGYYMM..
$375 OBO. 18-months-old.
Brand new, used only twice.
Call Joe 819-2903. 5/22/09

RROOTTTTWWEEIILLEERR  PPUUPPPPYY,,
female, 5-weeks-old, $300.
For more information call
702-2807. 5/15/09

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

VIPER, from A1

Marines with Company I,
3rd Battalion, 9th Marine
Regiment, manuever into
position during an offen-
sive counter attack against
a simulated enemy dur-
ing Clear Hold Build
Exercise III in the Combat
Center’s Quackenbush
and Gays Pass training
areas June 18.

What kind of TRICARE
doc can you have?
SSHHAARRII  LLOOPPAATTIINN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

Most military families have a primary care
manager, but not everyone knows who qual-
ifies as one. TRICARE defines a primary
care manager—frequently referred to as a

PCM—as “a civilian network provider or
military treatment facility provider who pro-
vides primary care services to TRICARE
beneficiaries.”

Most families with TRICARE Prime or
Prime Remote have a PCM. This is the per-
son to run to for all non-emergency services.

Either the beneficiary will choose or the
military installation clinic will appoint a fam-
ily its PCM.

So, who to pick? A favorite gynecologist?
A favorite pediatrician? 

Actually, a PCM may be a certified med-
ical professional who practices within the
state’s rules and regulations and has signed a
contract to be a TRICARE PCM. That could
be anyone from a pediatrician to a nurse
practitioner. Either way, the medical profes-
sional must be within the beneficiary’s prime
service area.

For more information visit the TRI-
CARE provider directory at http://
www.triwest.com.

AA  PPCCMM  mmaayy  bbee  aa::
• Certified nurse midwife
• Family practitioner
• General practitioner
• Gynecologist
• Internal medicine physician
• Nurse practitioner
• Obstetrician
• Pediatrician
• Physician assistant

Put TRICARE on your
pre-deployment checklist



AA1100  JJUUNNEE 2266,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 06 CHEVY TRAIL BLAZER

 #1209957

 WAS $21,888
         $18,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 #248669

 WAS $28,888
         $26,888

 07 DODGE RAM 1500 HEMI

 $ 2
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 4 , 8 8 8

 #457115

 WAS $25,888
         $24,888

 07 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD CREW CAB

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 7-1-09

 72878  29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms
 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i .

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.
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 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 PRICE PRICE

 08 CHEVY COBALT

 #137576

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 08 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

 #727516

 WAS $18,888
         $16,588

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 07 FORD FOCUS ZX5 SES

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 #319367

 WAS $17,888
         $16,888 PRICE

 #8T338A

 WAS $19,888
         $17,888

 04 GMC YUK0N

 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 3 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 3 , 8 8 8

 #098172

 WAS $14,888
         $13,888

 06 HONDA CIVIC LX

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 FULL 
 POWER 
 4 DOOR

 GREAT 
 FOR THE 
 FAMILY

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY 

 4” LIFT
  BIG HORN

 LOADED 
 LOW MILES 
 PRERUNNER 

 SR5

 #LA21524

 WAS $18,888
         $17,888 PRICE

 04 FORD EXPEDITION

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 LOW 
 MILES

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY 
 STOW-N-

 GO

 5 SPEED 
 POWER MOON 

 ROOF 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY

 4X4 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 #102775

 WAS $14,888
         $13,888 PRICE

 08 SUZUKI SX4

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 LIKE NEW 
 SPORTY

 *On *On
  site   site 

 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days  to 60 days 

 for 1st  for 1st 
 payment payment

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride  Ride 
 from  from 
 Base Base

good environment to raise our chil-
dren in.”

Larry Stratton, the personal
readiness and community sup-
port branch head for Marine
Corps Community Services here,
is considered a close friend by
both the Wilburns.

Stratton first met Wilburn here
in the 1990s before he retired as a

master sergeant. Since the first time
he met the retired sergeant major,
Stratton said he has felt a deep
respect for the man.

“I think he is just an awesome
individual,” Stratton said. “One
thing I have to say about his char-
acter that’s hard to say about any-
body is that I have never heard him
say a bad word about anyone. He
has a very positive outlook on life.”

Stratton continued, saying
Wilburn has never lost sight of
how to lead by example and the
importance of taking care of
your own.

“You will never see that man
drink or hear him say a foul word,”
Stratton said. “He is a true south-
ern gentleman. And at 90 years old,
he still fits into his dress blues.
Young Marines are always
approaching him, and I have yet to
see him turn away a Marine who
wants to talk. If it is God’s will to
keep me alive as long as him, I just
hope I can stay as active as he is.

“I could talk for hours about
how much respect I have for this
man,” Stratton said. “Not only
for the service he has done for
this country, but also just for the
man he is.”

Wilburn said the Corps greatly
attributed to his health and well-
ness today, and there was no way
he could give up that lifestyle after
he retired.

“All I know and everything I
have I owe to the Marine Corps,”
he said. “I feel that although I’ve
been long retired, I still have some-

thing to offer young Marines. If the
information I give them about my
experiences and background is
enough to keep even one young
Marine alive, then it’s well worth the
while. Besides, I’m not one who
can spend 31 years in the Corps
and then just pack all my memora-

bilia away in a trunk in a garage.”
He continued, saying he hopes his

words of advice can break through
generations and inspire modern-day
warriors to keep the Marine Corps
title pristine and honored.

“Set an example not only for the
Marines now, but as a person in

general,” he said. “Be proud of
yourself and be thoughtful, trust-
worthy and dependable.”

Wilburn said he looks forward
to celebrating his 90th birthday at
the Combat Center with friends
and relatives before the
Independence Day holiday.

WILBURN, from A8

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Retired Sgt. Maj. Ray V. Wilburn reads the inscription on the 1940 memorial column at the Combat
Center’s Heritage Memorial Park Wednesday. Wilburn joined the Marine Corps in 1939 and served 31
honorable years. He now plans on celebrating his 90th birthday with friends and family at the Combat
Center this week.CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

This photo from New Zealand in
1943 shows now-retired Sgt.
Maj. Ray V. Wilburn at his prime
during World War II. Wilburn also
served in the Korean War and
Vietnam War, and now plans on
celebrating his 90th birthday on
Wednesday at the Combat
Center with friends and family.



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

After nearly a month of
construction, the dusty,
fenced-in compound on
Bourke Street became a
skater’s paradise when the
new skate park opened to
base personnel and their
families June 12.

Construction for the
skate park project began
May 13 and was completed
June 11.

The greatest challenge of
the project was laying the
large, concrete foundation in
a way that would prevent
cracks and buckles in the
concrete from desert thermal
cycles, said Ensign Benjamin
D. Queener, the assistant res-
idential officer in charge of
construction and ROICC
construction manager.

After the foundation was
laid, contractors with Allen
Engineering Corp. erected a
modular skate park design
which left plenty of room
for future changes or added
equipment, said Queener, a
native of Oneida, Tenn.

“Toward the end of the
project, the biggest issue was
keeping the kids off the lot
until the project was com-
plete,” he said. “You would

see them standing by the
fence with their skateboards
like kids waiting to open
their Christmas presents.”

This project, which cost
more than $367,000, was one
of many initiated by the
Combat Center command to
improve quality of life aboard
the Combat Center. The
funds came from a govern-

ment grant to the Combat
Center for winning the 2006
Commander in Chief ’s
Annual Award for Installation
Excellence, said Queener.

The other quality of life-
based projects include the
Heritage Memorial Park, a
new dog run, hockey rink,
Amphitheater Park, and the
soon-to-be-completed chil-

dren’s water squirt park at
the intersection of 4th and
Bourke Street.

Combat Center installa-
tion and logistics leaders
have been aggressively push-
ing for the completion of
these projects, Queener said.

“As a former Marine, I
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Pro Freestyle Motocross rider Beau Bamberg chills on his handlebars and makes the trick look easy as he soars 45
feet in the air during the FMX event at Victory Field, Sunday.

Freestyle Motocross event

flies through Combat Center
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

“What’s going on here?” asked a passing Marine, trying to
find out what was causing the large audience at Victory
Field, Sunday.

“Oh my God, that’s awesome!” he exclaimed after watch-
ing a freestyle motocross rider launch 45 feet in the air and
upside down while hanging onto his bike with one hand.

The free Pro Freestyle Motocross event, sponsored by
Monster Energy and hosted by Marine Corps
Community Services, held three different shows which
drew more than 300 spectators throughout the day. After
each show, Combat Center personnel and their families
where invited to meet with the riders and receive an
autographed FMX poster.

The FMX event was designed to show support for the mil-
itary while giving service members and their families a chance
to enjoy a day outside with free food provided by MCCS.

“Events like these make us feel appreciated and want-
ed,” said Lance Cpl. Patrick Manchego, a student with
Company B, Marine Corps Communications-Electronics
School and a Burleson, Texas native. “It is good for
morale to be able to get away from work and school, and
enjoy your weekend.”

Lance Cpl. Jeff Rollo, a fellow student and friend of
Manchego, agreed saying these events are perfect for the
Marines and sailors who don’t have cars and can’t get off
base easily.

“It’s great these guys come out here and show us that
they care for all the Marines,” said the Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
native. “This is a great way to break up the monotony and
daily routine of our week.”

The riders, Julian D’Usseau, Beau Bamburg and John
Distler, dazzled the audience with a wide range of tricks,
whips and stunts that included back flips, superman seat
grabs, cliff hangers, nac-nacs and cordovas.

Each rider started out slow, testing the wind and ensuring
it was safe enough to launch 45 feet into the air. The riders
revved things up and soon had the audience cheering and
chanting for more tricks.

“The crowd was a good size,” said Bamburg, a Gresham,
Ore., native. “It was windy at first and it made us nervous.
Wind is our worst enemy, it is like our Taliban.”

This was their first time performing for the military, but
each rider was excited for the opportunity to give the
Marines a free show and give them a chance to have fun in
between their busy schedules.

“It was a big privilege to be able to come out here and
ride for the Marines,” aid Distler, a Phoenix, native. “The
Marines here are way more amped out than other people
we’ve ridden for.”

Every year, MCCS hosts various freestyle motocross
events for the troops. For 

more information on upcoming events, visit the MCCS
Web site at http://www.mccs29palms.com.

New skate park ramps up
excitement at Combat Center

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Carlos Rivera, (left) with MCCES, smashes the ball
past a defenseman toward the opponent’s goal-
keeper during the first game of the Commanding
General’s Intramural Soccer League playoffs
Tuesday at Felix Field.

FFoorr  ffuullll  ssttoorryy  aanndd  mmoorree  pphhoottooss  sseeee  ppaaggee  BB33

Pushing up

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lance Cpl. Jake Farquhar, a loader with 1st Platoon, Company B, 1st Tank Battalion, tail
grinds down a railing at the new Combat Center skate park that opened June 12.

See SKATE, B2



love building projects like
this,” he said. “I appreciate
what the Corps is doing to
make life at Twentynine
Palms just a little bit better.
An active Marine is a happy
Marine. We've all heard that
there's nothing more danger-
ous then a bored Marine.
Maybe this will keep a few
Marines from getting bored.”

Lance Cpl. Jake Farquhar,
a loader with 1st Platoon,
Company B, 1st Tank
Battalion, has been skate-
boarding for 12 years. He
heard rumors about the con-
struction of the park prior
to his deployment to
Afghanistan last October.
When he returned to the

Combat Center in May,
Farquhar said he was over-
joyed to find the rumors
were true.

“It’s important that the
base gives troops some kind
of recreation,” said
Farquhar, a San Diego
native. “It shows they care
about more than our work.
After a long, hard day, you
need a release like this.”

Pfc. Jonathan O. Rosa, a
student with Company A,
Marine Corps
Communications-
Electronics School, could
also be found rolling across
the concrete landscape of
the new skate park any given
night of the week.

Rosa, a Miami native, said
he has been hitting up the

park after class every evening
since the official opening.

“Skating gives you more
of a rush than most other
sports,” Rosa said. “I think it
has to do with the risk. It
definitely helps get rid of a
lot of stress and is a good
work out.

“Since I’ve starting skating
again, I’ve lost 10 pounds
and improved my PFT
[Physical Fitness Test] score,”
he said. “I spend about two
hours here every night and
it’s time well spent.”

Farquhar agreed, saying
he believes skating is more
than a simple hobby that
kills the time.

“I consider this more of
a lifestyle than a sport,”
Farquhar said. “The biggest
lesson I’ve learned from
skating is the more you fall,
the more you learn. It corre-
lates with everyday life; no
matter how hard the hits are,
you keep on going because
you love it.”

As skating enthusiasts
flock to the new park, they are
urged to follow safety regula-
tions posted near the park, as
well as wear all necessary per-
sonal protective equipment.

NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

The Taking of Pelham
1-2-3 – Rated R
Starring John Travolta &
Denzel Washington 

When a New York City sub-
way car is hijacked, the

Metropolitan Transit
Authority dispatcher on duty
finds himself in the middle
of a major hostage crisis.

In this third cinematic
version of a novel previously
made into both a theatrical
(1974) and television movie
(1998) with the same title,
John Travolta plays the ruth-

less, cold-hearted leader of
the hijackers. Denzel
Washington is the MTA
employee who happens to be
at the command center’s
switchboard when his other-
wise ordinary workday takes
a major detour.

Travolta’s tough and tat-
tooed triggerman, known
only as Ryder, gives
Washington’s bespectacled
civil servant, Walter Garber,
a message to pass along to
the city of New York: Come
up with $10 million in exact-
ly one hour, and don’t be
late—because for every
minute over the deadline, a
passenger is going to die.

As the clock ticks down,
Garber becomes even more
involved in the escalating

drama.
Director Tony Scott’s

slam-bang, staccato style
keeps the adrenaline pumping
with jarring cuts and jittery,
constantly moving camera
shots that heighten the aura
of unstable, claustrophobic
urgency. But the action-y
scenes are far less interesting
than the pressure-cooker
interplay of wits and will
between Travolta and
Washington, and the director
wisely keeps the focus there.

Travolta once again
demonstrates that he’s one of
Hollywood’s few leading men
unafraid of getting into the
skin of really, really bad guys.
Washington gives a gripping,
gutsy performance as a duti-
ful Everyman suddenly thrust
outside his comfort zone.

James Gandolfini has a
colorful post-“Sopranos”
turn as the Big Apple’s
lame-duck mayor, whose
countdown to retirement is
interrupted by the emer-
gency unfolding underneath
his streets.

Both Ryder and Gerber, it
turns out, have secrets that
take the movie to another
level of psychodrama. But
things start to derail when
they start spouting lines
about religion, redemption
and retribution that you have
a hard time believing charac-
ters in their situations would
actually say.

But “Pelham” barges
ahead anyway, through an
eventual pile-up of action-

movie cliches and plotline
implausibilities. The wheels
fall completely off when the
action leaves the dark, sinis-
ter confines of the subway
tunnel and takes to the
bright streets of the city
with a symphony of may-
hem—car chases, slow-mo
crashes, swooping helicop-
ters and a flamboyant, unre-
alistically orchestrated face-

to-face standoff.
This is a guy’s movie start

to finish, coarse and vulgar
and proudly, loudly unsubtle
in most every way. And when
the bullets aren’t flying, the f-
bombs are. If you’ve got sen-
sitive ears, you probably need
to pick another flick.

Otherwise, buckle up and
hold on to your popcorn. It’s
a bumpy ride.
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FFRRII.. 77//3311

FFRRII.. 77//33

FFRRII.. 77//1100

FFRRII.. 66//2266

The comedy of 
Frank Caliendo
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 
(888) 999-1995

Kelly Clarkson
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio. For more info call (800)
827-2946 or visit http://www.
fantasyspringsresort.com

FFRRII.. 66//2266

The comedy of Mike Epps
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon
For more info call (800) 252-4499
or visit http://www.morongo casi-
noresort.com

FFRRII.. 77//1177

Huey Lewis and the News
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 
(888) 999-1995

An evening with ZZ Top
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 
(888) 999-1995

SSAATT.. 88//2222

SSAATT.. 66//2277

Encore Performance of
“Vincent van Gogh”
One Night Only, Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Blak Box Theatre
61231 29 Palms Highway
Joshua Tree
For information call 366-3777 or
visit http://www.hidesertplay
house.com

SSAATT.. 77//1188

Texas Hold ‘em Tournament
Time: 2 p.m.
Where: Hashmarks SNCO Club
Building 1531
Call 830-5035 for more info, 
or visit
http://www.mccs29palms.com

Rock Yard Tribute Bands 
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio. For more info call 
(800) 827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.c
om

 760-221-0733
 ntcpfma@pureforcemartialarts.com

 www.pureforcemartialarts.com

 June 27th–10 am
 Judo/Jujutsu Clinic

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 6/26/09 -  7/1/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 STARTING 7/1

 Ice Age  (PG)
 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

  Public Enemy  (R)
 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

 The Proposal
 (PG13)

 Everyday: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

 Imagine That

 (PG)

 Fri-Tues: 12:30, 6:30

 The Hangover

 (R)

 Fri-Tues: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

 Everyday: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

 Transformers: 
 Revenge Of The Fallen

 (PG13)

 The Taking Of 
 Pelham 123

 (R)

 Fri-Tues: 3:30, 9:30

First Fridays
This week, Country Theme
Time: 8:30 p.m.
Where: Hashmarks SNCO Club
Building 1531
Call 830-5035 for more info, or visit
http://www.mccs29palms.com

SSAATT.. 66//2277

15th annual Yucca Valley
Summer Music Festival
Time: 7 - 9 p.m.
Where: Yucca Valley
Community Center Complex
57090 29 Palms Highway
Yucca Valley
For more information call 
369-7211

Buckle up for a bumpy ride on ‘Pelham 123’

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

John Travolta plays Ryder, the leader of a group of hijackers
who have taken control of a New York City subway car filled
with passengers.

SKATE, from B1



Soccer playoffs kick into action
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Six teams competing in the
Commanding General’s
Intramural Soccer League
will be participating in the

playoffs to determine the
champion aboard the
Combat Center from
Tuesday through Monday.

The soccer season ended
with Headquarters Battalion
in first place and 3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion

in second place.
“[The playoffs] are going

great because it seems like
all the teams are trying to
bring their game to a higher
level,” said George R.
Velasquez, a defenseman
and captain for the Naval

Hospital team. “Although, I
think Headquarters Battalion
might win the playoffs
because of their skill level and
time practicing together.”

Two games were played
Tuesday night; Naval Hospital
versus Marine Wing Support
Squadron 374, and 1st Tank
Battalion versus Marine
Corps Communications-
Electronics School. MWSS-
374 and MCCES won the
games, and moved ahead into
the winners brackets, compet-
ing against 3rd CEB and
Headquarters Battalion
Wednesday night.

Headquarters Battalion
and 3rd CEB defeated
MWSS-374 and MCCES.
This moved those two teams
into the losers bracket with
1st Tanks and the Naval
Hospital teams.

Thursday night the Naval
Hospital took on MCCES,
and 1st Tanks battled against
MWSS-374.

The teams are competing
in a double-elimination tour-
nament, which means a team
has to lose twice before being
disqualified from the playoffs.

The double-elimination
was designed to give teams
an extra chance to win the
championship, and give play-
ers more time on the field.

“I like the double elimina-
tion because it gives teams a
second chance to see what
went wrong with their
game,” Velasquez said.

Many of the players wish
the season was longer, but
most understand it was diffi-
cult due to conflicting sched-
ules and operational commit-
ments of the deploying units,
Velasquez explained.

“We haven’t had any inci-
dents in soccer and every-
body has been doing a great
job staying in control,” said
Skip Best, the Marine Corps
Community Services athlet-
ics director. “It has been so
great; the guys want to con-
tinue playing so they request-
ed a second season.”
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 pair-a-dice pair-a-dice
 TATTOOZ & TATTOOZ & TATTOOZ &

 BODY PIERCING BODY PIERCING BODY PIERCING
 STUDIO STUDIO STUDIO

 6284 Adobe Road 6284 Adobe Road
 (760) 361-4828 (4TAT) (760) 361-4828 (4TAT) An Enterprise of the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe

 Come and visit
 THE EAST 
 COAST OF 

 CALIFORNIA!

 HAVASU LAKE, CA.

 (800) 307-3610  Boating, Camping 
 & Fishing

Combat Center sports

IInnttrraammuurraall  SSooffttbbaallll
LLeeaagguuee

Standings as of Thursday
TTeeaamm    WWiinnss    LLoosssseess
Scrappers 13 1
MWSS-374 11 2
Tanks 13 3
ESD Warriors 12 4
3/11 10 4
CLB-7 11 5
VMU-3 11 5
7th Marines 10 6
3rd CEB 9 7
NAV PERS 8 7
Hospital 9 9
PMO 8 8
MCCES HQBN 8 9
IPAC 6 9
ESD Hooligans 6 9
CMA 5 12
G-6 4 11
PMO K-9 4 11
Dirty Dozen 4 12
2/7 3 16
Dental 0 15

NNaammee:: Cpl. Isaac Solorio
AAggee:: 25
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Warehouse clerk with Company A, 1st Tank
Battalion
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Solorio’s coach recognized him as an
excellent player.
MMaajjoorr  ssppoorrttss  aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss:: All Marine Base
Soccer Team
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  aabboouutt  ssppoorrtt:: Everything, giving assists.
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  aatthhlleetteess:: “Give it all you’ve got—
with heart and passion for a sport, you can do anything.”

Athlete of the Week

PPFFCC  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Hospital’s second baseman Darryl Sol smacks one down the first-base line during
a Commanding General’s Intramural Softball League game against PMO at Felix
Field Wednesday night.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Francisco Reyes, (front) with Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School, keeps
complete control of the ball while defending 1st Tank Battalion player, Anthony Hamilton
during the first game of the Commanding General’s Intramural Soccer League playoffs
Tuesday at Felix Field.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Carlos Rivera and Rafael Toboda, players with MCCES,
play it safe while making the easy passes to one another
during the first game of the Commanding General’s
Intramural Soccer League playoffs Tuesday at Felix Field.

PPFFCC  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Hospital’s pitcher Phillip Miller warms up his arm before pitching the ball during a league game
against PMO at Felix Field Wednesday night.

PPFFCC  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Hospital’s left fielder Mark Maxwell prepares to run to second base
during a league game against PMO at Felix Field Wednesday night.

PPFFCC  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Hospital’s third baseman Devin Fleming pre-
pares to run to second as his teammate catch-
er Seth Bryan gets ready to hit during league
play Wednesday night at Felix Field.



BB44  JJUUNNEE 2266,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

Stay &
      Play

Pa lm S p rin gs
Ra n cho M ira ge

Pa lm D esert

Native American • All Natural Cigarettes
Flavored Cigars • Smoke Accessories

$21.00- $23.00 per carton
$2.00- $2.75 per pack

NATIVE MADE TOBACCONATIVE MADE TOBACCO

559 S. Palm Canyon Dr., #B109 Palm Springs
760-318-6555

Summer Special
$49.00

until 8/28 restrictions apply
Mention code 2702742

71-700 Hwy 111 Rancho Mirage
760.776.9700

Hilton Garden Inn®

Palm Springs/Rancho Mirage

Get To
Palm
Springs!

The Reliable, Easy 
and Economical

Way to Go!

Fares from 29 Palms
One-way Regular Fare $20.00
Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

For more information call
MBTA C ustomer Service at

760-366-2395.

MCAGCC-Palm Springs  Friday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  YVTC  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

MCAGCC-Palm Springs  Friday

MCAGCC-Palm Springs

MCAGCC-Palm Springs

15

15

15

15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  YVTC  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

Saturday/
Sunday*

Saturday/
Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  YVTC  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  YVTC  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
*6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. 
 A ll weekend service is for  S aturday only except for the final 
 return trip which includes both  S aturday and   S unday service.

Special Rate Offer for 
29 Palms Marines
$69.00 + tax / per night

(Deluxe Continental Breakfast included)71-730 H w y 111,
R an cho M irage,CA 92270

A cross from R IV E R  

Com e enjoy a stay w ith us.

For booking, call 760-340-5516
Or visit http://countryinns.com/29palms

 promotion code: 29palm

M ake sure to
m ention 29P alm s 
Discou ntattim e 
ofbookin g,

ifcallin g by phone 

Ilo ve th is C o u n try.™

• Completely Renovated
• Beautiful pool area with 2 whirlpool spas, 

tented cabana bar, misters and fire pit.
• Restaurant - Bar - Fitness Center

1800 E. Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264
760-323-1711

www.hipalmsprings.com

$55 .00$55 .00$55 .00
+ tax+ tax+ taxExpires

ExpiresExpiresAugust 29, 2009
August 29, 2009
August 29, 2009

 Ask for the Drive In,  Ask for the Drive In,  Ask for the Drive In, 
 Dive In, Dine In Rate Dive In, Dine In Rate Dive In, Dine In Rate

(760) 368-4444

 29 Palms to Palm Springs  $75
 Add $10 from base 

 $20 from Camp Wilson
 (1 to 7 people)

MSGTMSGTMSGT
— Taxi —— Taxi —— Taxi —

“Are You Overpaying to 
go to Palm Springs”?

Downtown Palm Springs

888-322-1997888-322-1997888-322-1997

390 South Indian Canyon Dr.390 South Indian Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92262Palm Springs, CA 92262

 Marine Special 
 Marine Special  with ID with ID$59.99 + tax

$59.99 + tax

CALL NOW…CALL NOW…
A Short Walk A Short Walk 

  to Food &   to Food & 

      Fun!      Fun!

 10% Active
 Military Discount

 The Men’s Room
 S HAVING  & G ROOMING  G EAR  F OR  M EN

 174 North Palm Canyon Drive
 Palm Springs, CA 92262
 760 778 6787
 Sun & Mon & Wed 11-6 Thur 11-10
 Fri 11-8 Sat 10-8 Closed Tuesday
 TheMensRoom @ XPECT

 Straight Razors
 Double Edge Blades & Handles

 Colognes
 Shaving Creams and Soaps

 Skin Care

 ClassicShaving.com

N. P
ALM CANYON DRVE

N. C
ALLE ENCILLA

E. TAHQUITZ CANYON W
AY

W
. TAHQUITZ CANYON W

AY

ANDREAS ROAD

E. AM
ADO ROAD

S. INDIAN CANYON

We Are Here!

PALM SPRINGS
PROMANADE

YOUR   FAMILY   NAME , LLCYOUR   FAMILY   NAME , LLC
 172 N. Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92262 172 N. Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92262

 (760) 322-3103 (760) 322-3103
www.yourfamilynameorigin.comwww.yourfamilynameorigin.com

Learn A bout  Y our Family HistoryLearn A bout  Y our Family History
 and  View Your Coat  of  Arms and  View Your Coat  of  Arms

Mention this Mention this 
 ad for ad for

 10%  off 10%  off

Free Previe
wFree Previe
w

Cou r tya rd  b y M a rriottCou r tya rd  b y M a rriott
1300Ta hq u itz C a n yon  W a y1300Ta hq u itz C a n yon  W a y

Pa lm Sp rin g sPa lm Sp rin g s
760-322-6100760-322-6100

$79Ra te$79Ra te
To S ep t3 0,2009To S ep t3 0,2009
*S u b jecttoAva ila b ility **S u b jecttoAva ila b ility *

Go towww.cou r tya rd .com /p sp ch  Go towww.cou r tya rd .com /p sp ch  
E n ter p rom otion a lcod e G51E n ter p rom otion a lcod e G51

or C a ll 1-800-3 21-2211& Ask for the “Govern m en t Loca l”ra teor C a ll 1-800-3 21-2211& Ask for the “Govern m en t Loca l”ra te

29 Palm s M arines29 Palm s M arines29 Palm s M arines
Friends &  Fam ily RateFriends &  Fam ily RateFriends &  Fam ily Rate

*offered year round*

In

Relaxation to 
recreation, you can 

do it all in the 
sunny Desert Cities 

- or you can sit 
back and do 

nothing at all


