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Ospreys soar at MWTC
See A3

NMCRS volunteers reach out
See A5

Putt putt and away
See B3

Recruit revenge
See B1

Marines’ hard work recognized by
Combat Center, commanding general
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s com-
manding general presented
two Marines with awards at
the base of the flag pole out-
side the command deck
building Wednesday morning.

Brig. Gen. Charles M.
Gurganus, the commanding
general of the Combat
Center, awarded a Bronze
Star Medal and Meritorious
Service Medal to Lt. Col.
James G. Jonston, the reserve
liaison officer here, and a
Meritorious Service Medal to
Chief Warrant Officer 2
Ernesto Hernandez, the for-
mer Combat Center person-

nel officer.
Jonston, a native of

Cookeville, Tenn., was award-
ed the Bronze Star for his
service as the transition team
chief of Brigade Border
Transition Team 4210, 1st
Marine Expeditionary Force,
from August 15, 2008 to
January 17, according to the
award citation.

Jonston and his 11-man
team gave crucial logistical
support to 5th Brigade help-
ing them attain provisions
such as drinking water, food,
fuel and vehicle maintenance.
This support increased the
success of training and
patrols on the borders of
Iraq, Syria and Jordan, and

contributed to the resources
needed to train Iraqi Security
Forces.

“I’m very grateful to my
boss [Linda Barnes, assistant
chief of staff] who allowed
me to go on that deploy-
ment,” Jonston said. “I’m cer-
tainly honored to receive this
award and pleased to be here
in Twentynine Palms.”

Jonston was also awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal
for his duties as the deputy
assistant chief of staff and
reserve liaison officer here
from March 28, 2006 to July 7,
2009. Jonston’s efforts were a
factor in the overall success of

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lt. Col. James G. Jonston, the reserve liaison officer here, received a Bronze Star
Medal and Meritorious Service Medal, while Chief Warrant Officer 2 Ernesto
Hernandez, the former Combat Center personnel officer, was awarded a Meritorious
Service Medal in a ceremony at the commanding general’s flag pole Wednesday.

See AWARD, A8

Colonel bids final farewell
CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK
HHUUGGHHEESS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

A Combat Center leader and
long-time Marine said his
final farewell to Marines,
sailors, family and friends
during his retirement cere-
mony at Lance Cpl. Torrey
L. Gray Field Tuesday.

Col. David N. Gill, the
former branch head and
officer-in-charge of the
Individual Mobilization
Augment Detachment,
Career Management Team,

Reserve Affairs, Manpower
and Reserve Affairs,
Headquarters Marine Corps,
bid farewell to the Marine
Corps after 30 years of ded-
icated service.

Gill was commissioned as
a second lieutenant in 1979
and reported to 1st Tank
Battalion, 1st Marine Division,
Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Calif., shortly after.

Gill worked his way
through the officer ranks, and
was appointed to key billets in
Camp Pendleton, Okinawa,
Japan, Quantico, Va. and

Twentynine Palms, Calif.
He was mobilized in 2001

during Operation Enduring
Freedom to Afghanistan and
again in 2005 to Fallujah,
Iraq. Gill extended in Iraq
until he was demobilized in
2007, where he reported to
his final unit at the IMA
detachment.

He is a graduate of the
Marine Corps Amphibious
Warfare School, Marine
Corps Command and Staff
College, and the Air Force

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, the Combat Center’s commanding general, shakes
the hand of Col. David N. Gill, the former branch head and officer-in-charge of the
Individual Mobilization Augment Detachment, Career Management Team, Reserve
Affairs, Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Headquarters Marine Corps, after being pre-
sented the Legion of Merit during his retirement ceremony at the Combat Center’s
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field June 30.

See RETIRE, A4

CCPPLL.. JJ.. JJ.. BBUUTTLLEERR

A tank from Company D, 1st Tank Battalion, fires on a target during the training exercise Summer Heat Saturday. Summer Heat is one of two major
combined arms exercises 1st Tanks hosts during the year.

PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors of 1st
Tank Battalion worked up a
sweat during “Summer
Heat,” a battalion-level train-
ing evolution that began June
26 and ended Thursday.

Capt. Stephen Campbell,
1st Tanks operations officer
for last year’s Summer Heat,
said the exercise is essential-
ly the battalion’s version of
Mojave Viper, a month-
long pre-deployment train-
ing evolution, and uses
Marines and sailors who
have recently returned from
deployments to train their
fellow Leathernecks for
future missions.

“It’s very similar to
Mojave Viper, except we are
not only the training audi-
ence, but the instructors as
well,” said Campbell, a native
of Enid, Okla.

Summer Heat is one of
two major combined arms
exercises 1st Tanks hosts
during the year. The other is
Steel Night and it takes place
in winter.

“This is a major, significant
combined arms exercise,”

Tank Battalion beats ‘Summer Heat’

See TANKS, A5



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Showed fright
6. Sports equipment
10.Air hero
13.Partner of beyond
14.Eye lecherously
15.Rock’s Jethro __
16.Plug for a star of “The 

Godfather”?
18.Cheese in a ball
19.Orchestrate anew
20.Talia of “Rocky”
21.Pub projectile
23.Dentists call this 

“calculus”
24.Bell in a London clock 

tower
28.IRA-establishing law
30.Not so congenial
31.Coffee or vanilla
32.Barely beats
36.Kegger attire
37.“Now I  understand!”
38.La __ Tar Pits

39.Unforeseen problem
40.Played for a fool
41.About to bawl
42.Short-straw drawer
44.__ monkey (animal 

often used in research)
45.One of Edison’s 

1,000+
48.Elisabeth of “Leaving 

Las Vegas”
50.Place for a pimiento
51.Thought creatively
56.The Swiss Guards 

guard him
57.Party pooper in a corral?
60.Mil or mile
61.Need a bath badly
62.Words to a hitchhiker
63.Autographing need
64.GM line until 2004
65.Send toWashington
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

1ST BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT,
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE CO.

“Iwould go back to
World War I to

the battle of Belleau
Wood because there is
so much history con-

nected to it.”

SGT. WESLEY MANSON

1ST TANK BATTALION, CO. A

“Vietnam because
my uncle was in

Vietnam. It was a more
unique war because it
was more political and

everyone was watching it
on TV. I have a lot of
respect for the era.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST,
the Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

IIff yyoouu  ccoouulldd  ggoo  bbaacckk  iinn  ttiimmee  aanndd
ffiigghhtt  iinn  aannyy  MMaarriinnee  CCoorrppss  bbaattttllee  oorr
wwaarr,, wwhhiicchh  oonnee  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  cchhoooossee??

CPL. JOHN GAGLIONE

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private
firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or the
United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract with the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States government,
the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements,
does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing
of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicat-
ed are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public
Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during normal working hours
at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Carson replaced him
2. Fit for duty
3. Cuts, as with hedge 

trimmers
4. Take to a MASH, maybe
5. Unscrambling device
6. Dead duck
7. Prima donna’s problem
8. __ carte
9. Carrot-top’s nickname
10.Taxpayer’s dread
11.Bow or Barton
12.Sinclair Lewis’s Gantry
15.Persian spelling contest?
17.‘80s foe of Iraq
20.Flier to Stockholm
22.Wobbles on the edge
23.Beauty salon job
24.Drill inserts
25.Clickable symbol
26.Prefix with byte or watt
27.Snoopy’s doc? 

(vegetable stew)

29.Speakeasy risk
31.Big name in stereo 

equipment
33.Nest eggs, briefly
34.Silver-exporting land
35.“__ who?”
37.Burst of wind
41.U2’s guitarist
43.White Monopoly bill
44.Deserving a slap, maybe
45.Easy infield chance
46.Stag, at a party
47.Basket made on are 

bound
49.“American Idol”

winner Taylor __
52.Genesis son
53.Mall bag
54.“Spamalot” creator Idle
55.Job for a bodyshop
57.To’s partner
58.Slithery swimmer
59.Homer Simpson 

neighbor __Flanders

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Lynda Rummel
UUnniitt:: East Gym
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Fitness Manager
JJoobb  DDeessccrriippttiioonn:: “I am the facility
manager, the lead personal trainer
and I coordinate with health pro-
motions.”
WWhhaatt  II  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  mmyy  jjoobb::
“I like helping the Marines train.”
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt:: “I devel-
oped a fitness and training program
and I have been running it since I
got here.”
HHoobbbbiieess:: “I run and I read a lot.”
MMiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee:: “Yes, I was in the Army for three years.”
TTiimmee  aabbooaarrdd  MMCCAAGGCCCC:: 10 years with Marine Corps Community
Services, one and a half years with the East Gym.
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[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA55]]

Hot Topics

NNEEWW  HHAASSHHMMAARRKKSS  SSNNCCOO
CCLLUUBB  LLUUNNCCHH  HHOOUURRSS

Hashmarks Staff NCO Club is now
open for lunch Monday through Friday
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to all hands. For
more information please call 830-5035.

JJUULLYY  1111--1122:: DDIIRRTT  BBIIKKEE,, AATTVV
SSAAFFEETTYY  CCOOUURRSSEE

The dirt bike and all-terrain vehicle
courses are coming to the Combat
Center July 11. We can take up to 16
riders for each class. This is your
chance to hone your skills and devel-
op better riding habits. To become
qualified to teach either course, this is
your first step in becoming an instruc-
tor. You are required to have your
own dirt bike or ATV. Vehicles must
be in good running condition, and
you must have the proper protective
equipment. The point of contact will
be the Traffic Safety Office, building
1447. For any additional questions,
please call 830-6154.

MMIILLIITTAARRYY  PPOOLLIICCEE  RREEQQUUEESSTTSS

The Provost Marshal’s Office is
undergoing changes to better sup-
port and provide assistance to units
with request that require Military
Police support such as special
events  like homecomings, blocking
off roadways, complaints, patrol or
gate request, safety briefs, vehicle
registration, towing, K-9 support,
etc. If your unit needs this type of
support, please contact the person-
nel listed below.
OOppeerraattiioonnss  CChhiieeff
Gunnery Sgt. Roy C. Buchanan
830-6095, roy.c.buchanan@usmc.mil
OOppeerraattiioonnss  OOffffiicceerr
Master Sgt. Brian S. Scamman
830-5456, brian.scamman@usmc.mil

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

July 4, 1966

The 9th Marine Regiment
launches an offensive operation

to clear the An Hoa area south of
Da Nang, Vietnam.

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22000099  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

The Marine Corps gives notice of a proposed action to construct and oper-
ate a solar array field as part of the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center’s Alternative Energy Program. The proposed solar array field would
utilize photovoltaic solar panels in the Mesquite Dry Lake Bed of the Combat
Center’s mainside area. The solar array field development would be phased
over the next 10 years, with each phase of development in five-acre parcels.
The PV solar panels would be capable of one megawatt of power per five
acres. The Combat Center plans to develop two to four parcels (10 to 20 pan-
els) per year. If the 243 available acres of the Mesquite Dry Lake Bed were
fully developed, the solar array field would generate approximately 40
megawatts of alternative energy.

The proposed action would occur in a floodplain. Executive Order 11988
requires that Federal projects avoid, to the extent possible, the long and short-
term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of
floodplains, and to avoid direct or indirect support of floodplain develop-
ment wherever there is a practicable alternative. Practicable alternative sites
were considered, and the proposed placement of the solar array field in the
Mesquite Dry Lake Bed area was chosen as the preferred location due to the
absence of active training ranges. The construction site also would not
adversely impact natural or cultural resources, or interfere with existing mili-
tary supply routes or utility infrastructure.

The REIR addressing the proposed action is on file and may be reviewed
by interested parties at the place of origin: Commanding General, Marine Air
Ground Task Force Training Command, NREA Division (Attn: Dr. Jim
Cassidy) Twentynine Palms, California 92278-8110, telephone 830-8190.

Proposed solar array field

JJOOHHNN  FFLLEEMMIINNGG

When was the last time that applying your brakes seemed hazardous? For car
drivers, the question may seem puzzling, and prompts a skeptical, “What are you
talking about? My car has anti-lock brakes!”

But in the world of motorcycling, improper use of the brakes can be touchy.
Let me explain. Motorcycles have two brake controls: a hand lever which

controls the front brake, and a foot lever for the rear brake. They must both be
applied, in proper proportion, to execute a smooth stop.

Too much rear brake pressure can cause the rear tire to “lock up” and cause
the bike to skid. If the rear tire skids sideways, and the brake is released, the result
can be what’s known as a “high side,” potentially resulting in a crash. Similarly,
locking up the front brake can cause complete loss of steering control.

Today’s modern motorcycles, regardless of whether they are cruisers, dual-
sport or sport bikes, have excellent brakes capable of stopping incredibly quick-
ly. But they only respond to input, so a rider with inadequate braking skills can
be his own worst enemy.

The Basic Rider Course, The Experienced Rider Course, and the Military
Sport Bike Rider Course can all provide opportunities for improving braking
skills in a safe environment. And unlike some courses, often referred to as “death
by PowerPoint,” our rider courses are fun, with plenty of on-range practice.

John Fleming is a rider coach with Cape Fox Professional Services, who provides motor-

cycle safety training for Marines and sailors aboard the Combat Center. To submit your

comments or contributions about motorcycling email him at michael.j.fleming@usmc.mil.

Effective braking requires finesse

LT. MATTHEW MERKEL

1ST BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT,
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE CO.

“Iwo Jima because it
was a monumental

moment in Marine Corps
history.”
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Ospreys serving in every clime and place
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

MOUNTAIN WARFARE
TRAINING CENTER
BRIDGEPORT, Calif. –
An MV–22 Osprey crew
from Marine Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron 261,
based out of Marine Corps
Air Station New River, N.
C., lifted off on one of
many training flights
through the high altitude
terrain of Mountain
Warfare Training Center
Bridgeport, Calif., June 25.

The Ospreys are training
to be ready to provide the
versatile support capability
the Marine Corps needs, said
Staff Sgt. Jeffery A. Bandy,
the expeditionary airfield
chief for MWTC, and a
native of Carter, Tenn.

“The Osprey is going to
be filling the role of the
CH–53 in coming years as a
heavy transport aircraft,”
Bandy said. “They’re taking
the more experienced pilots
in VMM–261 first before
the rest of the squadron
comes up here to learn in
the mountains.”

Bandy said the difference

in terrain and elevation
makes taking off and landing
the aircraft difficult if the
pilot is not prepared.

“The air pressure is
much different at a high
altitude, and it affects the
way the engine performs,”
Bandy said. “The squadron
is based down south.
They’re at sea level where
the air is thicker and the ter-
rain is all flat.

“The Osprey pilots are

going to be flying in and
around the mountains,” he
said. The low air pressure
will make it harder maneuver
and get power from the
engine to the moving air-
craft, Bandy said.

To acclimate themselves
and their aircraft to the
high altitude and thin air,
the Osprey pilots practiced
taking off and landing at

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

An MV-22 Osprey from Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 261, based out of Marine
Corps Air Station New River, N. C., takes off from training area Dodo at Mountain Warfare
Training Center Bridgeport, Calif., June 25 during the squadron’s high-altitude training.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Staff Sgt. Nicholas McCullogh, an avionics technician with Marine Medium Tiltrotor
Squadron 261, based out of Marine Corps Air Station New River, N. C., guides an
MV–22 Osprey into place at MWTC’s expeditionary airfield.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Sgt. Brandon Ryan, a mechanic with Marine Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron 261, based out of Marine Corps Air
Station New River, N. C., cleans a front window of an
MV–22 Osprey, June 25 at MWTC’s expeditionary airfield.

See OSPREY, A5



Air War College.
Brig. Gen. Charles M.

Gurganus, the Combat
Center’s commanding gener-
al, was the retiring officer for
the ceremony and presented
Gill with a Legion of Merit, a
Certificate of Retirement, a
Certificate of Appreciation
from President Barack
Obama, and a farewell letter
from the Commandant of

the Marine Corps Gen.
James T. Conway.

Gurganus also said a
few words about Gill and
his contributions to the
Marine Corps.

“There are few that are
qualified to be Marines, but
there are very few that
make it to 30 years,”
Gurganus said. “You’ve
done an awful lot for this
country and an awful lot for
the Marine Corps. We are a

better Twentynine Palms
community because you’re
a part of it.”

After the general’s
speech, Gill said his final
thoughts, and farewell to
his family and friends in
attendance. He repeated an
influential quotation that
stuck with him since the
age of 6 and inspired him
to join the military.

“Ask not what your coun-
try can do for you, but what
you can do for your country,”
he said, referring to the
famous quotation from late

President John F. Kennedy.
Gill said joining the

Marine Corps was the best
decision of his life, but could
not have done it without the
support of his family, espe-
cially his wife, Rose.

“She made sure every-
thing was in place all the
time,” he said. “They [my
family] stayed with me.”

Rose was also recognized
during the ceremony with a
Certificate of Appreciation
from Gurganus for her con-
tributions as a long-time mil-
itary spouse.

Gill’s personal awards
include the Legion of Merit,
two Meritorious Service
Medals, two Navy-Marine
Corps Commendation Medals
and one Navy-Marine Corps
Achievement Medal.

AA44  JJUULLYY 33,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 10:00 AM w/Sunday School 
 Bible Studies, Choir

 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Star

 C
ho
lla

 Buena Vista

 HWY 62

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Luckie Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 “The will of God

 will never take you

 where the grace

 of God will not 

 protect you . ”

 56284 Buena Vista Dr. 
 Pastor Bob Alexander 

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

Pastor Stephen Jones 

First Southern Baptist Church 

Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Morning Worship 10:30 AM 
Family Bible Hour 5:00 PM 

56374 Onaga Trail, Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
(760) 365-5771  •  www.fsbcyv.org 

Please join us this Sunday... 

RETIRE, from A1

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

Marines present flowers to Col. David N. Gill’s two daughters Gina and Krystle, during his retirement ceremony at
the Combat Center’s Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field June 30. Gill served as the former branch head and officer-in-
charge of the Individual Mobilization Augment Detachment, Career Management Team, Reserve Affairs, Manpower
and Reserve Affairs, Headquarters Marine Corps.

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus awards the Legion of
Merit to Col. David N. Gill during his retirement ceremony
at Gray Field June 30.

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

Col. David N. Gill speaks to his family and friends during
his retirement ceremony at Gray Field June 30.



various MWTC training
areas, Bandy said.

The crewmen of the new
aircraft recognized how train-
ing at extreme elevation and
terrain would benefit them as
Osprey pilots.

“It’s a difficult task, flying
in the mountains,” said Maj.
Eric Garcia, an MV–22-
qualified pilot, and a native
of Los Cruces, N. M. Garcia
said he expects his unit to
deploy to Afghanistan in the
near future. “This place is as
close as we can get training
wise, so we’re taking every-
thing we can from it.

Garcia said the crews
have only been training for a
short time as a unit. “Our
aircraft are even fresher.
The one we’re flying today
is only about six or seven
months old. This type of
experience is a good way to
get this young squadron
experienced before going
straight overseas.”

The squadron will continue
their altitude training at other
installations around the Marine
Corps before deploying in sup-
port of Operation Enduring
Freedom later this year.

CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK
HHUUGGHHEESS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Navy Marine Corps
Relief Society will be host-
ing an open house to
recruit prospective volun-
teers at the society’s office
in the Combat Center’s
Village Center July 10 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The open house will
give spouses and other
prospective volunteers a
way to give back to the
service members who sac-
rifice so much on a daily
basis, said Jenny Gonzalez,
the oncoming chair of vol-
unteers for the society.

“I enjoy helping out the
guys,” said Michele Cutrer,
the offgoing chair of volun-
teers for the society. “It’s a
great feeling to know you are
on the road to financial self-
sufficiency.”

They not only get a
chance to give back to the
service members, they also
obtain many benefits for
themselves from volun-
teering.

“We have very informa-

tive training sessions that
teach the volunteers about
policies and procedures,”
Gonzalez said. “Not only is
the training free, but it’s great
for resumes.”

Volunteers work in a
quant environment with a
very strong support system,
Gonzalez said. This really
gives someone a purpose,
especially if they are at home
all day with nothing to do, if
their spouse is deployed, or if
they just want to get away
from the children for one
day out of the week.

Although participants are
not paid, the society makes
sure its helpers do not spend
money out of their own
pockets. They are compen-
sated for child care, up to
$3.50 an hour, and mileage
between the home, child care
and the Village Center,
Gonzalez said.

Volunteers can work flex-
ible hours one day a week or
full-time, and anyone who
wants to help out is wel-
come, Gonzalez said.

For more information or
to become a volunteer, con-
tact NMCRS at 830-6323.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT JJUULLYY 33,,  22000099 AA55

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY Magic Touch 

 Massage Therapy

 • Swedish • Deep Tissue • Hot Stone Massage 
  • Prenatal Massage • Outcalls • Gift Certificates

 760-362-3155
 DON’T DISTRESS

 DE-STRESS
 5688 Historic Plaza, 29 Palms

 Paul Hirsch L.M.T.

 Declare Your Independence from Stress

 Convenient, quality body work at affordable prices

 Now offering Couples Massage
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SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

Retail site operation hours for Fourth of July holiday
RReettaaiill  ssiittee FFrriiddaayy SSaattuurrddaayy SSuunnddaayy
C & E Exchange Closed Closed Closed
Camp Wilson Exchange 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Home store 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Marine Palms Exchange 7 a.m.-9 p.m. 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Hospital Ship Store 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed Closed
Military Clothing Closed Closed Closed
Ocotillo Exchange 6:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Closed Closed
Main Store 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Administration Closed Closed Closed
Seven Day Store 7 a.m.-11 p.m. 7 a.m.-11 p.m. 7 a.m.-midnight
Gas Station 7 a.m.-6 p.m. Closed 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

NMCRS plans open house for volunteers

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Sarah Hamann, a case worker for the Navy Marine Corps Relief Society, shakes hands with Pfc. Courtney Wesh, a Marine
using the society’s services, after he was helped at the NMCRS office in the Combat Center’s Village Center June 30.The
organization will host an open house to recruit prospective volunteers July 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

said Capt. Mark A. Smith, the
operations officer for 1st
Tanks. “The benefit is that
Marines are working togeth-
er, building direct trust
between units.”

The battalion worked close-
ly with Company E, 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion; Battery L, 3rd
Battalion, 12th Marine
Regiment; Company B, 3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion;
and Combat Logistics
Battalion 7 to provide all
units a hands-on approach
to combined arms training,
said Smith.

Working with all of these
units helps promote unit
cohesion and efficiency dur-
ing their missions when they
are forward deployed, said
Capt. Jayson Welihan, the air
officer for 1st Tanks.

The battalion also worked
with the United States Air

Force and the Scan Eagle
surveillance program to inte-
grate new surveillance equip-
ment between the services,
said the Jackson, Mich.,
native. The cooperation with
the Air Force and the Scan
Eagle allows Marines to
learn to communicate with
the aircraft and ground ele-
ments, and control the air-
crafts’ fire, he said.

“The use of the Scan
Eagle allows for Marines in
far, remote places to get a
top-down view of their loca-
tion and any enemy
involved,” he added.

Summer Heat plays a cru-
cial role in preparing Marines
and sailors for deployments.
Like Mojave Viper, it exists
to prepare Marines for what
they may face in theater, so
they can continue to bring
the fight to the enemy and
return home safely once the
mission has been accom-
plished, Campbell said.

TANKS, from A1

OSPREY, from A3
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NNaammee:: Gil Cardenas
UUnniitt:: 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-8031 
Cell - 910-5282
Email - gilberto.cardenas1@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“The ability to ease stress by providing unit
information immediately throughout the
deployment.”

NNaammee:: Katie Clark
UUnniitt:: 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-5872
Cell - 910-5219
Email - katharine.l.clark@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“Getting to use my life experience to
make a difference in the lives of others.”

NNaammee:: Jillian King
UUnniitt:: 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-3167
Cell - 401-6139
Email - jillian.king@usmc.mil 
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“Working with the Marines and family
members through the good times and
the bad.”

NNaammee:: Gisela Lemon
UUnniitt:: Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
Squadron 3
CCoonnttaacctt  iinnffoo::
Office - 830-9363
Cell - 910-5283
Email - gisela.lemon@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“I enjoy assisting Phantom families
with the resources needed to be
resilient throughout the ups and downs
of military life.”

NNaammee:: Deborah Lopez
UUnniitt:: 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine
Regiment
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-8909
Cell - 401-6297
Email - deborah.lopez@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
““My favorite part of being a FRO is
meeting the Marines, their families, and
being included as part of the 3/11 unit
and family.”

NNaammee:: Lori Rogers
UUnniitt:: 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
CCoonnttaacctt  iinnffoo::
Office - 830-6638  
Cell - 401-5560
Email - lori.rogers@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
““My favorite part of being a FRO is
assisting all of the Marines with
resources and welcoming new families
to the battalion. Helping the battalion to
be a proactive unit.”

NNaammee:: Rachel Sandlin
UUnniitt:: Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
Squadron 1
CCoonnttaacctt  iinnffoo::
Office - 830-6788
Cell - 401-5782
Email - rachel.sandlin@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“Working directly with the Marines and
their families, and knowing that by
assisting them I am contributing to the
overall mission of the Marine Corps.”

NNaammee:: Kathleen Schmidt 
UUnniitt:: Headquarters Battalion 
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-3511
Cell - 401-2367
Email - kathleen.schmidt@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“I love to hear young single Marines
telling their peers that they should do
the programs and things I tell them
about in my Headquarter Battalion
Welcome Aboard Brief. The programs
‘really work’ is music to my ears!”

NNaammee:: Jany K. Wasdin
UUnniitt:: 1st Tank Battalion; 3rd Combat
Engineer Battalion
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-1997
Cell - 401-6034
Email - jany.wasdin@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO:: “It
affords me the opportunity  to listen, to
empathize, become a communication life-
line, and be a primary source for many of
the tools necessary to meet the challenges
of the military lifestyle and succeed.”

NNaammee:: Dave Plaster
UUnniitt:: Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School
CCoonnttaacctt  iinnffoo::
Office - 830-6548 
Cell - 910-5225 
Email - david.plaster@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“My favorite thing about being the FRO is
being able to help our families enjoy the
Marine Corps lifestyle.”

NNaammee:: Gunnery Sgt. Jeffrey Hardy
UUnniitt:: Combat Logistics Battalion 7
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-4791
Email - jeffrey.hardy@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“I most appreciate being a FRO when
I’m able to provide effective assistance
and information to a family who thought
they were out of options.”

NNaammee:: Denise Cullum
UUnniitt:: 7th Marine Regiment
CCoonnttaacctt  iinnffoo::
Office - 830-6613
Cell - 401-4543
Email - denise.cullum@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“Helping the families, spending time
with the spouses, Marines and sailors.
Listening and being proactive is how
you make a difference in the lives of
others.”

NNaammee:: Ruby Zunino
UUnniitt:: 1st Battalion, 7th Marines
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-3768
Cell - 401-5644
Email - roberta.zunino.uk@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“Being able to assist the families, Marines
and sailors.”

NNaammee:: Lacy Richey, Command
Ombudsman
UUnniitt:: Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-2716
Cell - 910-2050
Email - lacy.richey@med.navy.mil

NNaammee:: Valentina Ruth, Command
Ombudsman
UUnniitt:: Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-2716
Cell - 910-2046
Email - valentina.ruth@med.navy.mil

NNaammee:: HM1 Jerry Hughes
UUnniitt:: Dental Clinic
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office - 830-7054
Email - jerry.r.hughes@usmc.mil

NNaammee:: Sony Avalos
UUnniitt:: Marine Wing Support Squadron 374
CCoonnttaacctt  iinnffoo::
Office - 830-7494
Cell - 910-5285
Email - sonette.d.avalos1@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“All of it! Their service is my motivation.
Serving them and their families is my
dedication, and we will all keep charging.”

NNaammee:: Warrant Officer Martin Lopez
UUnniitt:: 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoo::
Office -  830-6590
Cell - 401-7239
Email - martin.a.lopez@usmc.mil
YYoouurr  ffaavvoorriittee  ppaarrtt  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  FFRROO::
“Helping families before, during and after
deployments to make sure they have
everything they need.”

Family Readiness Officers are here to help
These men and women dedicate their time and hearts to the families of Combat Center Marines and sailors to

ensure they are educated and prepared for the duties their loved ones are required to tackle.



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Drug Education for
Youth Program is reaching
out to Combat Center chil-
dren to participate in its annu-
al first-phase trip to Camp Fox
in San Diego July 26 to 31.

DEFY is a free, year-long,
two-phase program designed
to create positive experiences
that will help kids ages 9
through 12 choose healthy
alternatives to substance abuse
and gang involvement, said
Chief Petty Officer Jimmy
Shannon Jr., the DEFY pro-
gram coordinator with the
Robert E. Bush Naval
Hospital here.

“DEFY focuses on build-
ing self-image and setting
goals,” said Shannon, a
Warrenton, Va., native. “It
stresses interpersonal relation-
ships, resisting peer pressure
and emphasizes leadership
and teamwork.”

The first phase of the pro-
gram allows children to inter-

act through various activities
for six days and five nights at a
residential camp.

During the first phase, chil-
dren learn how to cope with
peer pressure, good decision-
making skills and physical fit-
ness. They will also learn com-
munication skills, facts about
the effects of drugs and alco-
hol, and how to be a positive
role model in the community,
said Chief Petty Officer Terry
Morocco, the assistant DEFY
program coordinator here.

The activities are part of a
curriculum developed by the
DEFY program.

“The kids play trust games
with each other so they learn
how to trust their friends,”
said the Yucca Valley, Calif.,
native. “They have nature
hikes, play skits, walk on rope
bridges and learn how to deal
with fears and challenges.”

Between climbs and rope
bridges, the children also sit
down with their mentors to
take part in group discus-
sions. There are about two

mentors for every 15 kids,
Morocco said.

During those gatherings,
kids share their thoughts about
leadership and review what
they have learned, he said.

After the final day of camp
July 31, the program will host
a phase one completion cere-
mony upon their return to the
Combat Center. This will
mark the beginning of the
next phase of the program.

Phase two takes place dur-
ing the remaining 11 months
of the year on Saturdays.
During this phase, parents
become actively involved in
parent meetings, and partici-
pate in events and field trips to
places like SeaWorld and a
sobering visit to a local peni-
tentiary to talk to detainees
about the horrible impact
drugs and alcohol had on
their lives.

In May of the following
year, the DEFY graduation

ceremony will take place at the
Naval Hospital. Children will
be encouraged to enjoy pizza,
cake and to reflect on their
year in the program.

“When the kids come to
the classroom for food and
certificates, we send them on
their way and encourage them
to continue in the process of
growing,” Morocco said. “We
let them know we look for-
ward to their involvement with
the program in the future.”

Children interested in
becoming junior mentors are
required to be at least 13 years
old and be a graduate of the
program, he said.

“We’re very selective about
the mentors we chose so we
know they’ll be impacting the
kids in a positive way,”
Morocco said.

Adults interested in
becoming mentors can be
screened for the program.
Background checks and other

precautions are taken to assure
all mentors are, indeed, good
role models, Morocco said.

The deadline to sign up is
July 17. Meetings between
DEFY coordinators and par-

ents are slated to take place July
13 and 15 at the Community
Center and Naval Hospital
respectively. For more infor-
mation contact Shannon or
Morocco at 830-2008.
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 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 Milt Merritt
 U.S. Navy, Chaplain Retired

 “Do y ou remember me?” a lady asked over 
 the telephone early last month.  “You officiated 
 at my wedding seven years ago today. I 
 just wanted you to know how extremely happy 
 we are.”

 What a thoughtful and delightful telephone call 
 for me to receive! And, of course, I 
 remembered them well. They lived in Morongo 
 Valley and each was almost 70 years of age. 
 The children of both the bridegroom and the 
 bride had lovingly decorated their home, 
 including an archway in the living room.  There 
 was also a wedding cake, flowers, music, etc.  
 It was beautiful.

 I especially enjoy officiating at the weddings of 
 older people because they almost always 
 know exactly what they are doing and why.  
 I had a nice note just recently from a couple 
 who live in Landers.  They wrote about the 
 joys they now share together. The English 
 proverb reads “A joy shared is a joy made 
 double.” How true. How true.

 Marianne Williamson wrote “Whether we love, 
 or close our hearts to love, is a mental choice 
 we make, every moment of every day.”

 So I close my brief essay with words I have 
 shared with you before. The words are a 
 paraphrase from the writings of the Apostle 
 Paul.  Forgetting what lies behind, we are 
 straining forward to what lies ahead as we 
 face life together.

 Move Yourself
 the Budget Way

 �  Offers competitive,
   low cost moving
   solutions.

 �  Easy-to-drive trucks
 reliable & well
 maintained.

 �  Mileage
 compensation
 available.

 �  We have the right 
 size trucks for you.

 �  Boxes and moving
 supplies.

 �  24/7 roadside 
 service.

 Ron’s Automotive
 Contact: Kim Wade

 (760) 228-1323
 www.budgettruck.com

 Located in Yucca Valley

 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626
 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms

 Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop 
 You Pick Be  You Pick Be  You Pick Be 

 Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident!

The deadline for submit-
ting Trader ads is noon
Wednesday, for the
upcoming Friday’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000011  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  LLXX,,
125,000 miles, excellent condi-
tion. $4,000. Rich 401-4393.
6/24/09

22000000  HHOONNDDAA  CCBBRR  992299RRRR,,
7,500 miles, mint condition,
never dropped. After market
exhaust. $6,000 OBO. (732)
996-1652. 6/24/09

99”” FFOORRDD  TTRRUUCCKK  RREEAARR  EENNDD
PPOOSSII,, 3:55 gears/Howe disc
brakes, new pads, 5 lug with
leaf springs. $650. 910-1068.
6/12/09

22000066  NNIISSSSAANN  SSEE--RR..
$9,750 OBO, 32,000 miles,
great condition, six speed
manual, sun roof. Call Joe
819-2903. 5/22/09

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, four
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or fifth
wheel. $2,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 5/22/09

22000033  CCHHEEVVYY  VVEENNTTUURREE..
Warner Brothers edition,
extended mini-van. 105,000
miles, DVD player, leather
trim, new tires, excellent
condition. $6,900. Ask for
Brent 361-3909. 5/22/09

9977  YYAAMMAAHHAA  VVIIRRAAGGOO,,
15,000 miles, good condi-
tion, $2,000. Beth (928)
246-0526. 5/15/09

22000044  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  EEXX,,
$8,750 OBO. Silver, A/C,
sunroof, cruise control,
power door/windows/locks,
CD player, automatic trans-
mission. 35 miles per gallon.
Call Ken 346-5573. 5/8/09

22000044  HHOONNDDAA  CCRR--8855..
Includes two Helmets
w/gear bag & Popup Stand.
Asking  $1500. Call for
details 368-0383. 5/1/09

MMIISSCC..

YYUUCCCCAA  VVAALLLLEEYY  CCUUSSTTOOMM
HHOOMMEE  FFOORR  RREENNTT.. 3 bed-
room, 3 bath, 3 car garage.
Master suite & bath, granite
throughout. $1,650 a month.
Contact Jamie at 228-0213 or
http://www.get2move.com.
7/3/09

1177  AAQQUUAARRIIUUMM  FFIISSHH  FFRREEEE,,
Call Tammy 285-1605. 7/3/09

SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  PPOOOODDLLEE  PPUUPPPPYY..
7-months-old. Black female.
Champion bred but minor
sugery prevents her being regis-
tered. $500. 567-7921. 6/24/09

2244  UUSSMMCC  SSIILLVVEERR  HHIISS--
TTOORRIICC  CCOOIINNSS.. 35 years old.
1 ounce each. $700 for set.
Other silver coins. Large oak
entertainment center. $100.
Very old chest of drawers.
Call Billy 367-6030. 5/22/09

WWAANNTTEEDD:: ..4455  CCAALLIIBBEERR  PPIISS--
TTOOLL,, Call Bill 367-6030.5/22/09

OONNEE--YYEEAARR--OOLLDD  BBOOXXEERR//
LLAABB  MMIIXX.. Very playful, loves
to run. Needs good home.
Call Joe 819-2903. 5/22/09

BBOOWWFFLLEEXX  HHOOMMEE  GGYYMM..
$375 OBO. 18-months-old.
Brand new, used only
twice. Call Joe 819-2903.
5/22/09

RROOTTTTWWEEIILLEERR  PPUUPPPPYY,,
female, 5-weeks-old, $300.
For more information call
702-2807. 5/15/09

KKIITTTTEENN,, 8 week old male.

Loveable, long hair, perfect

for Mother’s Day. $25. 362-

4131. 5/8/09

Kids DEFY drugs, alcohol, build bright futures

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

The DEFY program teaches children ages 9 through 12
how to cope with peer pressue, the effects of drugs and
alcohol and the importance of good choices.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

The Drug Education for Youth program educates children
about the effects of drugs and alcohol and teaches them
to build trust and teamwork through various activities.

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
SSuunnddaayyss
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess
8 a.m.-Faith
Formation/CCD 
September through
May building 1551  
8:45 a.m.-

Confessions+
9 a.m.-Rosary
9:30 a.m.-Catholic

Mass*
9:30 a.m.-Children’s

Liturgy of the Word
4:15 p.m.-

Confessions+
4 p.m.-Choir Practice
4:30 p.m.-Rosary
5 p.m.-Catholic Mass

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Lay-led independent
Baptist breakfast
8:30 a.m.-West Wing
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
Calvary Chapel-AGC
9 a.m.-Worship*
9 a.m.-Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m.-Sunday
School*
6 p.m.-Youth Group
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
11:30 a.m.-Worship
building 1707
PPaassttoorr--lleedd  AAsssseemmbblliieess
ooff GGoodd  wwoorrsshhiipp
9:30 a.m.-Sunday
School  
10:30 a.m.-Worship   
LLeeggeenndd
*  Indicates Child Care
Provided
+ Appointments can be
made for Confessions by
calling 830-6456/6482

WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss
MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy
Immaculate Heart of Mary
11:45 a.m.-Catholic Mass
(except holidays)
TTuueessddaayy
Christ Chapel
9 a.m.-Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
September through May
Immaculate Heart of Mary
4-5:30 p.m.-Children’s RCIA
5-8 p.m.-Catechist Meeting 
(Second Tuesday each month)
6-7:30 p.m.-Baptism Class
(First Tuesday each month)         
WWeeddnneessddaayy
Christ Chapel
7 p.m.-Lay-led Gospel Bible
Study
Immaculate Heart of Mary
9:30 a.m.-Military Council of
Catholic Women*     
September to May
6 p.m.-Youth Teen
7 p.m.-Knights of Columbus
(First Wednesday each month)
TThhuurrssddaayy
Christ Chapel
6 p.m.-Praise Band Rehearsal       
Immaculate Heart of Mary
6-7:30 p.m.-RCIA
Resumes Sept. 11  
C&E Barracks building 1666
11:30 a.m.-Bible Study
Chaplain Moran 830-6187
FFrriiddaayy
Christ Chapel
5 p.m.-Gospel Rehearsal 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
12:15 p.m., 4:30 p.m.-
Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed
Sacrament 
(First Friday each month)



AA88  JJUULLYY 33,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 06 CHEVY TRAIL BLAZER

 #1209957

 WAS $21,888
         $18,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 07 DODGE RAM 1500 HEMI

 #457115

 WAS $25,888
         $24,888

 07 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD CREW CAB

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 7-8-09

 72878  29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms
 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i .

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.

 A
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 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 PRICE

 08 CHEVY COBALT

 #137576

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 08 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

 #727516

 WAS $18,888
         $16,588

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 07 FORD FOCUS ZX5 SES

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 #319367

 WAS $17,888
         $16,888 PRICE

 #8T338A

 WAS $19,888
         $17,888

 04 GMC YUK0N

 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 3 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 3 , 8 8 8

 #098172

 WAS $14,888
         $13,888

 06 HONDA CIVIC LX

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 FULL 
 POWER 
 4 DOOR

 GREAT 
 FOR THE 
 FAMILY

 LOADED 
 LOW MILES 
 PRERUNNER 

 SR5

 #LA21524

 WAS $18,888
         $17,888 PRICE

 04 FORD EXPEDITION

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 LOW 
 MILES

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY 
 STOW-N-

 GO

 5 SPEED 
 POWER MOON 

 ROOF 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY

 4X4 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 #102775

 WAS $14,888
         $13,888 PRICE

 08 SUZUKI SX4

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 LIKE NEW 
 SPORTY

 *On *On
  site   site 

 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days  to 60 days 

 for 1st  for 1st 
 payment payment

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride  Ride 
 from  from 
 Base Base

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY 

 4” LIFT
  BIG HORN SOLD

 SOLD
 SOLD

the Marine Air Ground Task
Force Training Command,
according to the citation.

Hernandez, a native of
Baldwin Park, Calif., received a
Meritorious Service Medal for his
outstanding duties as the officer in
charge of the Installation
Personnel Administration Center’s
customer service section, and as
the officer in charge of center
personnel from July 15, 2005 to
July 15, 2009.

During Hernandez’s manage-
ment of these sections, the cus-
tomer service section improved
the efficiency of unit diary
reporting by 23 percent. He also
coordinated staffing require-
ments for 4,000 Marines, yielding
a 44 percent increase to staffing
levels across the command.

Hernandez said he felt hon-
ored to receive the award, but
made it clear he did not work
alone.

“We as leaders are the ones
who get recognition, but it’s
those junior Marines who exe-
cute,” Hernandez said.

Hernandez has orders to
report to 1st Marine Special
Operations Battalion at Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif., upon termination of his
duties here.

Jonston has orders to Marine
Corps Base Quantico, Va., to
apply his skills in reserve affairs,
he said.

AWARD, from A1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, the Combat Center’s commanding
general, awards a Bronze Star Medal to Lt. Col. James G. Jonston, the
reserve liaison officer here, in a ceremony at the commanding gener-
al’s flag pole Wednesday.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Brig. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, the Combat Center’s commanding
general, awards a Meritorious Service Medal to Chief Warrant Officer 2
Ernesto Hernandez, the former Combat Center Personnel Officer, dur-
ing a ceremony at the commanding general’s flag pole Wednesday.
Hernandez’s efforts increased the efficiency of unit diary reporting at the
Installation Personnel Administration Center by 23 percent.
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Celebrate Independence Day with the Combat Center
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines, sailors, families, base employees and the surrounding
community are invited to the Combat Center’s Victory Field
to commemorate America’s Independence Day Saturday.

Participants will be treated to  a free night of celebration
with games, food, live entertainment from a local band and
will culminate with the largest display of fireworks in the
Morongo Basin.

Victory Field will open at 6 p.m. The celebration will begin
with a performance by Marines from Marines Got Talent.

The band, Deep 6, is made up of Marines and Marine
Corps Community Services employees, will be performing
throughout the night, playing songs from well-known artists
including Sublime, ACDC, Black Crows and Taylor Swift.

“We have been playing in the local area for a year,” said
Dan Claire, the rhythm guitarist and lead vocalist for Deep
6. “We weren’t looking to play for the celebration, but when
it came up we jumped on board, naturally.”

The band has performed aboard the Combat Center
before for Christmas parties and unit functions.

“It is important to show support for the military and
with our band being half active duty, half civilian, it shows
unity among us.”

The Combat Center Band will also be present and will
play after local band Deep 6. After their performance, they
will play the National Anthem as the Combat Center’s
Color Guard marches onto the field.

Throughout the entertainment, patrons will be able to
purchase food from various vendors from The Rib Co.,
Grills Gone Wild and Jasmine’s Coffee. Marine
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 1, 23rd Dental
Company and the Provost Marshal’s Office will also be

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

The Combat Center is inviting base personnel and the local community to enjoy a free night of games, food and live enter-
tainment by local bands, Saturday at Victory Field in celebration of Independence Day. The event will end with the largest
display of fireworks in the Morongo Basin.See FIREWORKS, B4

Soccer game helps strengthen community ties
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Twentynine Palms Varsity
Soccer Team competed against the Desert
Raiders, a 19-and-under team from the
American Youth Soccer Association in Palms
Springs, Calif., Saturday at Felix Field, to gain
valuable experience playing against various soc-
cer styles.

The base team came out on top with a 4-0
win, and held a barbeque after the game for the
Raiders to show sportsmanship and their appre-
ciation for their willingness to come play at the
Combat Center.

According to John Hall, the coach for the
Desert Raiders, the game went extremely well
and provided a wake-up call to his younger
players who wish to play in a higher level
league.

“Although it is a U-19 league, the majority
of my players are under 16,” said Hall, whose
team has been invited to play in the 19-and-
under national competition. “We had to wake
up, but we played great in the second half; I’m
really proud of my team. This is great for the

team to experience before we go to nationals. ”
Skip Best, the Marine Corps Community

Services athletics director, said he was proud of
the Varsity Soccer Team, and feels the more
teams they play out in town and the more com-
petition they come across will help them come
out on top when they travel to regional’s.

“The varsity soccer coach tries to keep the
team focused, and playing games like this helps
the motivation to continue practicing,” said
Best. “Our team just loves to play, and competi-
tion is hard to find for us.”

The head coach of the Combat Center’s var-
sity team, Jose Hernandez, said this game was a
good barometer of the team’s skill. Based on
what he saw, Hernandez said, he feels confident
about his teams prospects at regionals.

“Everyone involved played a good game,”
Hernandez said. “We moved the ball around
and kept it away from the other team.”

The regional competitions, which are sched-
uled for January, will prove which base has the
best soccer team in the Marine Corps. The
Marines may also be scouted by the All-Marine
Soccer team coach, who is looking for intense
and skilled players.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Isaac Solorio, (center) a forward for Combat Center’s Varsity Soccer Team,
maneuvers defenders from the Desert Raiders, a 19-and-under team from the
American Youth Soccer Association in Palms Springs, Calif., during a soccer
game Saturday at Felix Field.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Nathan Goens, a heavy equipment operator with Combat Logistics Battalion 7, chokes out his former senior drill instructor, Staff Sgt. Nathan Schoemer, Saturday
morning. After returning to Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego to accept Schoemer’s challenge Goens won the match with this chokehold.

PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT
SAN DIEGO, Calif. —  “Oh hell,” said
Lance Cpl. Nathan Goens when it finally
dawned on him Saturday morning what
he had gotten himself into.

Goens, a heavy equipment operator
with Combat Logistics Battalion 7, was on
his way to Marine Corps Recruit Depot
San Diego to be the first one to take the
challenge his former senior drill instruc-
tor, Staff Sgt. Nathan Schoemer, puts out
to every one of his graduating platoons
— to come back as Fleet Marines to grap-
ple their former senior drill instructor.

“He’s about 6 feet, 13 inches tall —
650 pounds of muscle,” Goens quipped
in a thick Irish accent. “He’s basically a
beast, a monster of a man—and I’m
going to grapple him – I’m so dead.”

He didn’t let that sentiment show
when he walked up to Schoemer at 6 feet,
2 inches, and 200 pounds and exchanged
some good-humored trash talk and sto-
ries from boot camp.

“I remember when he [Goens] came
running into the squad bay with a group

Former recruit
has his revenge
Former recruit
has his revenge

See REVENGE, B4



NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

Sugar
Starring Algenis Perez Soto
Rated R

You’ve probably seen a few
baseball movies. But you’ve
never seen anything quite like
“Sugar,” which depicts the
journey of a young

Dominican baseball pitcher
whose killer curve ball
becomes his ticket to the
United States—and a way to
pull his family out of poverty.

Sugar’s story is fictional,
but it feels like an absolutely
real slice of what life is like
for many aspiring players in
the Dominican Republic,
Cuba, Puerto Rico or other
places where Major League
Baseball scouts and trains
potential stars.

When the likeable, soft-
spoken Miguel “Sugar”
Santos (a completely believ-
able Algenis Perez Soto,
making his acting debut) is
chosen to play for a Class-A
farm team in America, one
of the bottom rungs on the
Major League ladder, he
becomes a wide-eyed
stranger in a strange land of
a foreign language, unfamil-
iar customs and palaces of
consumerism.

Based in Iowa and
housed with an elderly, base-
ball-loving farm couple, he
develops a shy crush on
their lovely granddaughter,
Anne (Ellary Porterfield).

Much of the movie’s

Spanish dialog is subtitled,
with the notable exception
of one moment in one
scene, when Anne asks
Sugar about the scar on his
head. As he falters to find
the English words, she tells
him it’s OK to speak in
Spanish. He does so, and
Anne’s expression indicates
she’s clearly moved by what
she’s hearing.

We never find out what
Sugar says, because there are
no subtitles. Does Anne
understand him, or is she
connecting with Sugar on a
level that transcends the spo-
ken word? Perhaps she’s sac-
rificing her own ability to
understand so that Sugar can
express himself freely.
Regardless, it’s an intriguing
moment, and “shutting out”
the audience provides a
glimpse into how it must feel
to be someone, like Sugar,
who faces a frustrating com-
munications challenge at
nearly every turn.

The movie follows its
own path, defying stereo-
types and avoiding just about
every sports-movie cliché
and fish-out-of-water con-

vention, all the way to the
end. Even the things that
don’t necessarily come as a
surprise—a scuffle with
locals at a nightclub, or the
relationship between Sugar
and Anne—don’t go where
you expect them to go.

This movie may be hard
to find. But if it’s playing
anywhere near you, it’s well

worth the extra effort to see.
It’s an eye-opening new way
of seeing “America’s pas-
time.”

Dominicans make up the
largest number of foreign-
born players in America’s big
leagues. The Angels’
Vladimir Guerrero, Albert
Pujols of the Cardinals and
Red Sox slugger David Ortiz

are among the hundreds of
players on current MLB ros-
ters who came up through
the Dominican system.

Watch “Sugar” and you’ll
have a new appreciation for
the long, hard, odds-defying
road most of them took
before they could ever step
foot on the green, green grass
of an American ball field.

BB22  JJUULLYY 33,,  22000099 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

FFRRII.. 77//3311

FFRRII.. 77//1100

FFRRII.. 77//1177

FFRRII.. 77//33

HHoott  SSuummmmeerr  NNiigghhttss  wwiitthh  
JJooee  aanndd  MMuussttaarrdd
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: La Quinta Playhouse
Calle Estado
Old Town La Quinta
For more info, call 360-9191

FFiirrsstt  FFrriiddaayyss
TThhiiss  wweeeekk,, CCoouunnttrryy  TThheemmee
Time: 8:30 p.m.
Where: Hashmarks SNCO
Club
Building 1531
Call 830-5035 for more info, 
or visit
http://www.mccs29palms.com

SSAATT.. 77//44

KKeellllyy  CCllaarrkkssoonn
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio
For more info call (800) 827-2946
or visit http://www.fantasysprings
resort.com

SSAATT.. 77//1188

HHuueeyy  LLeewwiiss  aanndd  tthhee  NNeewwss
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info, call 
(888) 999-1995

AAnn  eevveenniinngg  wwiitthh  ZZZZ  TToopp
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info, call 
(888) 999-1995

SSAATT.. 88//2222

SSAATT.. 77//44

PPaallmm  SSpprriinnggss  PPoowweerr  BBaasseebbaallll  aanndd
ffiirreewwoorrkkss  sshhooww  aafftteerr  tthhee  ggaammee
Most games begin at 7:05 p.m.
Where: Palm Springs Stadium
1901 E. Baristo Road
Palm Springs. For more information
call 778-4487 or visit 
ht tp: / /www.palmspr ingspower
baseball.com - Military are free

SSAATT.. 77//1188

TTeexxaass  HHoolldd  ‘‘eemm  TToouurrnnaammeenntt
Time: 2 p.m.
Where: Hashmarks SNCO Club
Building 1531
Call 830-5035 for more info, 
or visit
http://www.mccs29palms.com

FFoouurrtthh  ooff  JJuullyy  ppaarrttyy
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Pappy & Harriet's
Pioneertown Palace
53688 Pioneertown Road
Pioneertown
For more info, call 365-5956 or
visit http://www.pappyandharri-
ets.com

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 7/1/09 -  7/9/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 STARTING
  7/10

 Bruno

 The Proposal

 (PG13)

 Everyday: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

 Ice Age

 (PG)

 Everyday: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

 Transformers: 
 Revenge Of The Fallen

 (PG13)

 Everyday: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

 Public Enemies
 (R)

 Everyday: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

 An Enterprise of the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe

 Come and visit
 THE EAST 
 COAST OF 

 CALIFORNIA!

 HAVASU LAKE, CA.

 (800) 307-3610  Boating, Camping 
 & Fishing

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

TThhee  ccoommeeddyy  ooff  FFrraannkk  CCaalliieennddoo
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info, call 
(888) 999-1995

TTHHUURRSS.. 77//99

SSuummmmeerr  MMoovviieess  iinn  tthhee
PPaarrkk,, ““TThhee  GGrreeaatt  OOuuttddoooorrss””
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Luckie Park 
racquetball courts
5885 Luckie Avenue
Twentynine Palms
For more info, call 367-7562

‘Sugar’ takes a unique swing at America’s pastime

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

“Sugar,” depicts the journey of a young Dominican baseball pitcher whose killer curve ball
becomes his ticket to the United States.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Miguel “Sugar” Santos,
played by Algenis Perez
Soto, in his acting debut.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Manny Velasquez (left) and Mario Martinez, members of the Combat Center’s Fight Club 29, display the sec-
ond place medals they won at the Grapplers X-Treme Heat Wave competition in Ontario, Calif. Fight Club 29 will
head to the Long Beach Invitational Aug. 8 for their next match.

Fight Club 29 brings the heat to Grapplers X-treme



CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK
HHUUGGHHEESS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marine Corps Community
Services hosted Hook a Kid on
Golf at the Combat Center’s
Desert Winds Golf Course
June 22 through June 26.

Children ages 7 to 14,
who are new to the game of
golf were given a chance to
learn the fundamentals of
the sport.

The whole week concen-
trated on golf etiquette, put-
ting, chipping and working
with irons and woods on the
driving range, said Todd
Wade, the golf course man-
ager and professional golfer.

“On Monday the kids
were able to watch a golf pro
[Scott Butterfield] and see
how it’s done, while I helped
narrate what he was doing,”
Wade said.

The kids practiced each
skill during the remainder of
the week and had friendly
competitions against each
other and the instructors,
including Wade himself.

“I enjoy the fact that we get
to try this,” said 14-year-old
Alyssa Peacock, a teenager in
the program. “It’s great they
opened up the golf course for
even inexperienced players.”

Each day the children
learned something new,
Wade said.

“I learned to hit the ball and
how to use the tool to fix the
grass,” said 7-year-old William
Speigle, a child in the program.

Not only did the younger
children in the program learn

from the experience, the
older children attending
gained knowledge from the
program as well.

“I learned that if you
don’t align the putt just
right, it won’t go were you
intend it to,” Peacock said.
“Putting is a lot harder then
most people think.”

The children learn more
than just playing golf, they
also learned about the equip-
ment that maintains the
course. A representative from
the Drug and Alcohol
Awareness Program also
came out to speak to the kids
about staying active and say-
ing ‘no’ to drugs and alcohol.

On the last day of the
program, the children put all

of the skill sets they learned
over the past four days to the
test and played the course,
Wade said.

At the end of the camp, the
children left with a brand new
skill set and their very own
clubs and bag so they can con-
tinue to improve their game.

For children who want to
step up to the next level, the
Challenge Kids Golf League is
a good place to start. The next
league will be scheduled later
this year. For more informa-
tion or to sign up for the next
program call the MCCS com-
munity center at 830-8421.
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Combat Center sports

IInnttrraammuurraall  SSooffttbbaallll
LLeeaagguuee

TTeeaamm    WWiinnss    LLoosssseess
Scrappers 14 1
MWSS-374 14 2
Tanks 13 3
ESD Warriors 13 5
VMU-3 13 5
CLB-7 12 5
3/11 11 6
3rd CEB 11 7
7th Marines 10 7
Hospital 11 9
MCCES HQBN 9 9
NAV PERS 8 9
PMO 8 10
IPAC 7 10
ESD Hooligans 6 10
PMO K-9 6 11
G-6 4 13
Dirty Dozen 4 13
CMA 5 14
2/7 3 16
Dental 0 17

NNaammee:: Daniel Sullivan
AAggee:: 40
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Staff noncommissioned officer in charge of
the Electronics Fundamentals Training Section for
Marine Corps Communications-Electronics School
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Playing softball and being an umpire,
along with coaching the female All-Marine Softball
Team. Also played for the football and soccer teams,
and officiated for basketball.
MMaajjoorr  ssppoorrttss  aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss:: Played softball at
regional level for the last 13 years.
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “Hitting the ball. It is
probably the favorite aspect of anyone who plays soft-
ball.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  ppllaayyeerrss:: “Get out and do some-
thing. Become active in the base’s sports program.”

Athlete of the Week

MCCS hooks kids on golf

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

Todd Wade, the golf course manager and professional golfer, directs children attending the Hook a Kid on Golf pro-
gram to grab a ball if they putted a hole-in-one at the Combat Center’s Desert Winds Golf Course June 24.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Chad Richard, pitcher and first-base coach for CMA,
lobs a pitch during Wednesday night’s Commanding
General’s Intramural Softball League at Felix Field.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Ty Baker, a designated hitter for MWSS-374, narrowly beats the
ball to third base with a slide Wednesday evening during their
game against Navy Personnel at Felix Field.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Jeremy Angenend, an outfielder for the
Red Rockets, slams a hit to the fenceline
with the bases loaded.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Robert Starkey, the pitcher for the Navy Personnel team, lets a pitch fly
during the Commanding General’s Intramural Softball League game
against MWSS-374 Wednesday night at Felix Field.
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selling food and drinks.
Games and activities

available to participants
include; the Jupiter jump,
bungee run, the surf simu-
lator, water tag, slip-n-slide,
one-on-one basketball and
dolphin water slider.

Before the fireworks
show, Brig. Gen. Charles M.
Gurganus, the Combat
Center’s commanding gen-
eral, is scheduled to address
the audience, and thank the

sponsors who helped make
the night possible.

Once it gets dark, the
fireworks will commence
and light up the skies to end
the celebration with the
largest fireworks display in
the community.

MCCS special events
coordinator Kelley Coe
offers some tips to partici-
pants and asks everyone to
follow the rules when com-
ing to enjoy the celebration.

“Bring lawn chairs and
blankets,” Coe said. “Don’t

bring coolers with your own
food and alcohol, and no
pets allowed. Alcohol will
be sold at the field.”

Independence Day has
been celebrated on base for
11 years. Coe expects
around 6,000 people to
attend the event.

“This is a great way for
everybody to come on
base, enjoy a free show and
thank the Marines, sailors
and their families for the
sacrifices they have made
throughout the year.”

OOFFFFIICCIIAALL  FFIILLEE  PPHHOOTTOO

People wait in line to climb the rock climbing wall during last year’s Fourth of July cel-
ebration at Victory Field. Marines, sailors and family members gathered with civilians
from the local community to enjoy the festivities.

FIREWORKS,fromB1

OOFFFFIICCIIAALL  FFIILLEE  PPHHOOTTOO

The Combat Center Band plays the National Anthem as the color guard presents the
colors during last year’s Fourth of July celebration at Victory Field.

of green-belt drill instruc-
tors on his heels,” said
Schoemer, a Chicago native.
“Turns out, he walked by
them and shouted, ‘top o’
the mornin’ to ya, gents,’
then realized it was a mistake
and took off running.”

“Then there were the
times Goens would pound on
my hatch in the middle of the
night, just for a chat,” he
recalled. “Overall, he was just
a crazy recruit.”

After talking for a while,
the two got down to busi-
ness, walking to the very
same pit Goens learned the
basics of the Marine Corps
Martial Arts Program just
one year ago.

The two twisted and rolled
for minutes, slinging dirt and
pieces of rubber into the sky,
neither one gaining any
ground on the other.

Every few moments it
looked like one was coming
close to putting the other in
arm-bars, leg-bars and guil-
lotines to no avail. As soon
as one came close, the other
would slip out and start
working on getting the other
in a move.

After a while of this,
Goens screamed out in pain

as his knee came down hard
on the ground and started
bleeding, but he wouldn’t
give up.

“I was hurting out there
pretty bad,” said the Wichita,
Kan. native. “But ever since I
heard the challenge go out a
year ago, I wanted to come
back here, and I was going to
make him work if he was
going to beat me.”

True to his word, Goens
fought hard until Schoemer
finally tapped out, making his
former recruit the victor.

“I underestimated you,”
said an exhausted Schoemer
to an even more exhausted

Goens. “I thought that this
morning was going to be a
cake walk. I guess I was
wrong.”

After they finished their
match, the two stayed in the
pit, exchanging grappling tips
and techniques to one anoth-
er, and laughing about the
result of their bout.

As the pair parted ways
once again, Schoemer con-
gratulated Goens and
made sure he understood
to stay motivated for the
rest of his time in the
Marine Corps.

Goens’ reply was simply a
bellowed, “kill!”

REVENGE, from B1

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Nathan Goens (left), a heavy equipment operator with Combat Logistics
Battalion 7, and his former senior drill instructor, Staff Sgt. Nathan Schoemer, shake
hands and exchange goodbyes after Goens returned to Marine Corps Recruit Depot
San Diego to grapple Schoemer. Goens made Schoemer tap out to end their match.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Nathan Goens,a heavy equipment operator
with Combat Logistics Battalion 7, is shown first-hand by
his former senior drill instructor, Staff Sgt. Nathan
Schoemer, submission techniques in the Marine Corps
Martial Arts Program Saturday morning.


