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MOUNTAIN WARFARE
TRAINING CENTER
BRIDGEPORT, Calif. –
Families of the service
members assigned to
Mountain Warfare Training
Center Bridgeport, Calif.,
gathered Wednesday after
work to discuss the future
possibilities of changes
coming to the base.

The meeting’s purpose
was to gather input from the
families about changes
needed to make their lives
aboard the remote base eas-
ier, like building a commis-
sary and a gas station in the
base housing area in
Coleville, Calif., said Terry
Phillips, a director with
Facility Programming and
Consulting in Houston,
who hosted the meeting.

“It’s a big brainstorming
session,” said the Houston
native. “We know changes
need to be made, but aside
from a possible commissary
and gas station, we don’t
know what yet.

“The commissary and
gas station are still specula-

tive ideas as well,” Phillips
said. “But, it looks like those
two look more realistic than
anything else.”

The idea of a commis-

sary was the first and most
important deal being dis-
cussed at the session, he
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‘That’s some high quality H20’
See A6

Waterlogged
See A8

Motorhead
See B1

‘...and the rockets red glare...’
See B1

SSGGTT..  SSCCOOTTTT  WWHHIITTTTIINNGGTTOONN
2ND MEB 

HELMAND PROVINCE,
Afghanistan — When enemy
insurgents fire mortars or rock-
ets at U.S. and coalition troops,
a long beep resonates and a
small blip appears on the screen
of counter battery radar
Marines.

That beep and blip can start
a fire mission for the Marines of

3rd Battalion, 11th Marine
Regiment.

Marines like Sgt. Calvin R.
Wauchope, a radar team leader,
monitor the sky using the
AN/TPQ-36 radar, a system
that can ascertain the location
of a round's impact and origin
before it even hits. The
Westport, Conn., native has a
team of eight Marines working
24-hour shifts and closely mon-
itoring the radar, which can see

up to 24 kilometers. The radar
mostly covers troops in the
open, convoys and bases.

If the machine goes down,
radar technicians go to work to
get it up and running. The radar
operators and technicians live
less than 20 feet from their
equipment to facilitate quick
responses and troubleshooting.

“It’s exciting knowing we
track the people that shoot at
us,” said Cpl. Robert L. Squires,

19, advanced field artillery tacti-
cal data system operator with
3/11. “No one can get away
from us.”

Once the blip appears on their
screen, the information is relayed
to the combat operations center
where Squires, a Moline High
School graduate, monitors the
fire mission system. He passes
the information simultaneously

SSGGTT.. SSCCOOTTTT  AA.. WWHHIITTTTIINNGGTTOONN

Lance Cpl. Ryan W. Simms, an 18-year-old radar operator with 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, looks through a bore site
to ensure the AN/TPQ-36 is lined up correctly Tuesday, while Sgt. Calvin R. Wauchope a 21-year-old radar team leader and
Westport, Conn., native, supervises. The radar can detect incoming artillery or rockets up to 24 kilometers away.

3/11 provides umbrella of
security in Afghanistan

See SECURITY, A4

Combat Center personnel participate
in first 5K Coyote Desert Fun Run
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines, sailors, family members and civilians
strapped on their running shoes and gathered
at Victory Field for the first Headquarters
Battalion Installation Personnel Administration
Center 5K Coyote Desert Fun Run here July 2.

As the air horn blared, runners who had
been tense with anticipation sprang from their
positions down a paved road with no thoughts

of a trophy or cash prize at the finish line.
The event raised more than $2,000, which will

go toward providing transportation, meals and
lodging for junior Marines for upcoming trips,
said Chief Warrant Officer 3 Sandy Alvarez, the
deputy director for IPAC here. Registration was
set at $15 and included a free t-shirt. Shirts could
also be purchased by non-runners for $7.50.

The run kicked off at the intersection of

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

The first and fastest Marines lead the way during the first 5K Coyote Desert Fun Run hosted
by the Combat Center’s Installation Personnel Administration Center at Victory Field July 2.

See RUN, A5
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The Combat Center’s American Red Cross is
hosting a no cost, one-time only child and
infant cardiopulmonary resuscitation class
for active duty and retired service members
and their families July 25 at building 1707
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Red Cross here received a grant
from their national headquarters, which
will be used to instruct 100 military mem-
bers and their families on the proper way to
perform child and infant CPR. Learning
CPR through the Red Cross normally costs
$25 to $55.

Jade Gregg, the chair of volunteers for
the American Red Cross here, said people
with a military or dependent identification
cards are allowed to attend, but she recom-
mends children be 12 years or older to
receive the full effect of the class.

“Knowing CPR is extremely important,
especially for all the spouses who are
home alone with their children,” said the
San Diego native. “If their child is unre-
sponsive, they need to know what to do to
keep their child alive while waiting for
help to arrive.”

The class will show participants the prop-
er way to perform CPR on infants and chil-
dren, first by video, then by hands-on tech-
nique using mannequins.

Brandy Hunter, the Combat Center’s
American Red Cross records chair, has had
to use these life-saving techniques before
and urges everyone to sign up for the class.

“If you know what you are doing, you can
save a life,” said Hunter, a Boise, Idaho,
native. “You never know when you’re going
to need these skills, and it is important to
keep yourself informed and educated.”

To sign up for the class, contact Candace
Fritz with the Morongo Basin American Red
Cross chapter at 365-5501.

Red Cross lists
no cost CPR
class
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Terry Phillips, a director with Facility Programming and
Consulting, spent Wednesday answering questions
from Marines and sailors’ families aboard Mountain
Warfare Training Center Bridgeport, Calif., about how to
improve their quality of life in base housing.

Improving quality of life at MWTC

See IMPROVE, A3



AACCRROOSSSS
1. Joy of “The View”
6. Sporty Mazda
11.Slap on
14.Dateless, say
15.Name on a dogtag
16.Aussie bounder
17.Petitioned the Lord
19.Broadway’s “Les__”
20.Sci-fi visitors
21.Many August births
22.Cause to expand
24.Holds for questioning,

say
26.Kid-__ (children’s 

shows)
27.Expressed relief, in a way
33.Like a rabbit’s foot,

supposedly
36.Demon’s doing
37.With 68-Across, “A 

Natural Man” Grammy
winner

38.JFK guesstimate
39.Cat’s nine
41.Slip behind
42.Royal flush part
43.Tilt-A-Whirl, e.g.
44.Vegas array
46.Was significant
50.Prankster’s spheroid
51.Galena, for one
55.Dumpster emanation
58.Sing like Ella
59.Poker payoff
60.Zero-star review
61.Hurled insults on the 

court
64.Fire truck tool
65.Studio sign
66.Alison, who won a 

Pulitzer for “Foreign 
Affairs”

67.Title for Mick Jagger
68.See 37-Across
69.Maze word
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Observation Post

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

7TH MARINE REGIMENT, 
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE CO.

“I’m a gamer, so
I’ll have to say

the Xbox.”

STAFF SGT. BRIAN GADDIS

3RD BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT,
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE CO.

“Touch screen, it
helps you navi-

gate through systems
better.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST,
the Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  iinnvveennttiioonn
ooff yyoouurr  ggeenneerraattiioonn??

PVT. DERIEL HERNANDEZ

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private
firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or the
United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract with the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States government,
the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements,
does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing
of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicat-
ed are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public
Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during normal working hours
at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DOWN
1. “__ on a true story”
2. Make rhapsodic
3. Jack up
4. “Go on ...”
5. “The Osbournes” genre
6. Wearing a long face
7. “As __ saying ...”
8. “__ takers?”
9. __ off (sore)
10.The “A” in 38-Across
11.Mammal that rolls into

a ball
12.2/3 of DIY
13.Catch some Z’s
18.__ up (confined)
23.Fleur-de-__
25.Puffin’s cousin
28.Party hearty
29.Time to party hearty,

maybe
30.Insult, slangily
31.Navy mascot

32.OOO, on cards
33.“Why don’t we?”
34.Lone Star States ch.
35.Appliance with a magnet
39.Tyler of “The  Lord of

the Rings” movies
40.Altar assent
43.Nuclear power apparatus
44.Grunge rock hub
45.Leary’s hallucinogen
47.Baseball’s Griffey Jr.
48.Cases for 

gastroenterologists
49.Drink in “Beowulf ”
52.Dizzying display
53.Wartime “riveter”
54.Old-time anesthetic
55.Healthful retreats
56.Curbside cry
57.Mandlikova of tennis
58.Name in power tools
62.Perry Mason’s field
63.Do a 10K

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Army Spc. Nathan Kuhnle
UUnniitt:: Southern California District
Veterinary Command, Twentynine
Palms Veterinarian Services
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Noncommissioned offi-
cer in charge of the veterinarian
clinic
JJoobb  DDeessccrriippttiioonn:: Primary mis-
sion is to support the military
working dogs but services are also
provided for pets owned by mili-
tary families.
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt
yyoouu  jjoobb??  “The satisfaction of
helping out the family members of
Marines.”
HHoobbbbiieess:: Going to college and
working out
MMiilliittaarryy  SSeerrvviiccee:: four years
TTiimmee  ssppeenntt  aatt  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt
CCeenntteerr:: One-and-a-half years

1 2 3
4 2 5 6

5 7 8 9
4 6 7 1

8 6
7 4 2 9

1 9 8 7
3 9 4 5
2 6 9

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA55]]

Hot Topics

RREECCRRUUIITTIINNGG  SSCCRREEEENNIINNGG
TTEEAAMM  VVIISSIITT

The Headquarters Marine Corps
Recruiting screening team is coming to
the Combat Center July 15. The team will
be screening all pre-designated Marines
for this special duty assignment. The
screening will be at building 1707, class-
room D from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Marines will report in the Service “C” uni-
form for the informational briefing at 8
a.m. Marines not pre-selected for screen-
ing but interested in assignment to
recruiting duty should see their unit career
retention specialist for screening prior to
the visit. For more information, contact
the Combat Center CRS Staff Sgt.
Gayden at 830-6171 or see your unit CRS.

JJUULLYY  1111--1122:: DDIIRRTT  BBIIKKEE,, AATTVV
SSAAFFEETTYY  CCOOUURRSSEE

The dirt bike and all-terrain vehicle
courses are coming to the Combat
Center July 11. We can take up to 16 rid-
ers for each class. This is your chance to
hone your skills and develop better rid-
ing habits. To become qualified to teach
either course, this is your first step in
becoming an instructor. You are
required to have your own dirt bike or
ATV. Vehicles must be in good running
condition, and you must have the prop-
er protective equipment. The point of
contact will be the Traffic Safety Office,
building 1447. For any additional ques-
tions, please call 830-6154.

AAUUTTOOMMAATTEEDD  HHOOUUSSIINNGG
RREEFFEERRRRAALL  NNEETTWWOORRKK

Visit the Automated Housing Referral
Network at http://www.AHRN.com to
find housing before you pack!
Sponsored by the Department of
Defense, AHRN.com listings include
available community rentals, military
housing, shared rentals, temporary lodg-
ing and military for sale by owner listings.
In AHRN.com, you will find a variety of
housing options to choose from.
Listings include property descriptions,
pictures, maps, links to local schools, and
contact information. If you would like to
rent your home, sell your home for sale
by owner, or are looking for another
service member as a roommate in your
current home, you may post an ad free of
charge on the site. Visit AHRN.com to
start searching or posting today!

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

July 11, 1798

President John Adams signs an act
establishing the U. S. Marine Corps.

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22000099  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

SGT. ZACHARY CARTER

MARINE UNMANNED VEHICLE SQUADRON 3,
AIR MAINTENANCE

“Internet phones,
easier to stay in

touch, more conven-
ience such as banking

on the go.”

JJOOHHNN  FFLLEEMMIINNGG

Baseball, golf, tennis… you name it and chances are the standing rule
is “keep your eye on the ball.” But in many other sports, the key to
success is looking to where you want to be; not right in front of you.
And this is especially true for motorcycling. All the best riders are con-
stantly evaluating the road ahead. They are looking for obstacles in the
road, evaluating the radius of upcoming curves, keeping a watchful eye
for other vehicles that may enter the motorcyclist’s right-of-way and a
host of other factors.

What many riders don’t realize is that looking well ahead will not
only increase their margin of safety…..it will also enable them to
become better, more confident and smoother riders.

Every week my coaching partner, Frank Santiago and I spend three
days evaluating, correcting and helping motorcyclists to become better
riders. One of the habits that we often deal with is looking down
instead of looking ahead. One of the skills we coach is “look to where
you want to go.”

Without fail, during our post-course critiques, the most frequently
mentioned area of improvement for most riders is the “head turn.”
According to one recent student, “I can’t believe how much more my
confidence and smoothness have improved, all because of a simple
thing like looking through a turn.”

John Fleming is a RiderCoach with Cape Fox Professional Services,
providing motorcycle safety training for Marines and sailors aboard

MAGTFTC. To submit your comments or contributions about 
motorcycling, his email is michael.j.fleming@usmc.mil

A skill of the eyes and mind

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN  PPOOSSTT  SSTTAAFFFF

The Exceptional Family Member Program assists and advocates for
families with special needs children in the military, said Titus Burns,
the Combat Center’s EFMP manager. Any child who requires special
education or has complex medical issues, to include mental health, can
be considered for enrollment in EFMP.

Qualifying families will be screened by Headquarters Marine Corps
EFMP on a case by case basis, he said. Upon screening, Headquarters
Marine Corps EFMP will assign families to stations according to avail-
ability and accessibility of medical services.

For more information about the program call the EFMP office
at 830-7740.

EFMP manager clarifies policy 



said. Residents of base hous-
ing and the surrounding
small towns could benefit
from having a large-scale
shopping center in their
immediate area.

“We all agree to the fact a
commissary would be a huge
help around here,” he said.
“We’re very far away from
places with big name, low
price stores. People here have
to drive to Carson City [Nev.]
or other larger places to buy

groceries at a good price.”
Phillips hinted at another

possibility of interest to the
Marines and sailors’ families
– a gas station located on or
near base housing.

“A possibility for a gas sta-
tion out here would be anoth-

er idea for the families,” he
said. “It would have to be
used for privately owned vehi-
cles in place of the one on
base, which is for government
vehicles. They have a waiver
to sell gasoline, as well as use it
on government property.”

One Marine aboard the
base liked the idea of having
a gas station out near base
housing, in lieu of using one
on base for both.

Building a gas station in
base housing would make this
job easier, said Sgt. Mark D.
Wade, a bulk fuel specialist at
MWTC, and a native of
Ocean City, Md. Instead of
acting as a gas station atten-
dant for POVs, I can focus
more on maintenance and fuel
supply checks at the pumps.

In addition to a new com-
missary and gas station, more
plans are in the works to
improve quality of life for
service members and families
aboard MWTC.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT JJUULLYY 1100,,  22000099 AA33

 What’s New in Plastic Surgery

 Tuesday, July 21, 2009
 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
 Helen Gray Education Center
 6601 White Feather Rd.
 Joshua Tree, CA 92252

 MARK VINCENT SOFONIO, M.D., F.A.C.S.
 Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
 Section Chief, Dept. of Plastic Surgery
 Eisenhower Medical Center

 C O M P L I M E N T A R Y    P o w e r  P e e l  S k i n
 R e j u v e n a t i o n  Tre a t m e n t  f o r  a l l  a t t e n d e e s  ( $ 1 0 0  v a l u e )

 TOPICS TO BE COVERED:
 • Body Contouring Surgery, Liposuction
 • Breast Augmentation, Tummy Tucks
 • Non-Surgical Facelift
 • Newer Longer Lasting Fillers for Lips/Facial Folds
 • Facial Rejuvenation,  Eyelids  & Skin Resurfacing
 • New Virtually Pain Free Cosmetic Surgery
 • Seating is Limited

 R.S.V.P. (760) 341-5555
 Member:  ABA, AMA, CMA, ASPRS, ASLMS
 Fellow:  American College of Surgeons
 Fellow:  American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery

 Magic Touch 
 Massage Therapy

 • Swedish • Deep Tissue • Hot Stone Massage 
  • Prenatal Massage • Outcalls • Gift Certificates

 760-362-3155
 DON’T DISTRESS

 DE-STRESS
 5688 Historic Plaza, 29 Palms

 Paul Hirsch L.M.T.

 Declare Your Independence from Stress

 Convenient, quality body work at affordable prices

 Now offering Couples Massage

Children learn importance of giving

through American Red Cross
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s American Red
Cross is looking for a few good children
ages 12 to 18 to participate in their
Summer Youth Volunteer Program
from now until August 11 throughout
the installation.

The program is designed to set chil-
dren up with different offices on base as
they volunteer and to help their assigned
section with work.

“This is a great opportunity for the
youth to reach out and help the com-
munity,” said Danuelle Boone, a 17-
year-old youth volunteer. “We had to
volunteer for school, and I didn’t know
how to get started, and then I got into
the American Red Cross and it is great
because it really feels like you are making
a difference.”

So far, children are volunteering at
the Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital, the
East Fitness Center, the Lifelong
Learning Library the American Red
Cross and the Sandy Hill Lanes bowling
center. Other sections that requested
volunteers are the Career Resource
Office, the office of the Staff Judge
Advocate and the Wood Hobby Shop.

“We have a great group of children
volunteering this year,” said Kim
Loucks, the youth programs chair for
the American Red Cross. “It is an
extremely unique program, but it is
working out really well.”

While volunteering, children may be
required to answer phones, file papers
and clean. Children will also have the
opportunity to work side-by-side with
their military counterparts and learn the
important aspects of the job to see if
they want to pursue that career field.

Many children choose to volunteer at
the hospital because they believe it
would make a bigger impact, said
Loucks, a Windham, N.Y., native. “At
the hospital they have the opportunity
to sit with patients, read to them, carry
samples to and from the lab, and possi-
bly even prepare a room.”

Although only 13 volunteers are par-
ticipating in the program, the American
Red Cross will be accepting youth until
the end of July. Children also have the
opportunity to continue to volunteer
throughout the school year.

“I love the hands-on approach to the

volunteer work we do,” Boone said. “We
really get to get in there and do some-
thing that makes a difference. We’re
helping the Marines and sailors get their
jobs done and it is great.”

Four students from the Morongo
Unified School District have also been
accepted to participate in the Youth
Volunteer Program through the MUSD

Work Force Program, despite having no
connection to the base.

These students are paid volun-
teers, and are  seniors or high school
graduates.

For more information regarding the
Summer Youth Program, or the
American Red Cross, contact their
office at 830-6685.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Rayele Elmore, a 17-year-old American Red Cross volunteer, attaches a
cuff to a mock patient’s arm while learning how to read vitals during her time
at the Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital Wednesday.

Early out for Marines
to pursue education
CCPPLL..  MMAARRGGAARREETT
CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Though Marines have the
chance to deploy, travel
and have multiple oppor-
tunities most people never
experience in their lives,
many still miss out on the
more common ones, like
going to college.

However, deployments,
secondary schools, family
obligations or inconsistent
working hours, may
restrict a Marine’s ability
to attend college. Some
are already four or more
years behind many of
their peers, but the mili-
tary does help those who
are preparing to separate
from active duty and
want to pursue a higher
degree.

According to Marine
Corps Order P1900.16,
Marines have the opportu-
nity for an early release
from active duty to further
their education.

Before everyone jumps
on the bandwagon, the
early release for education
can only be within 90 days
of their original End of
Active Service date and
they must start full-time
courses lasting three
months or more in col-
lege, technical school or
vocational school during
that time frame, said Jeff
Fourier, the Combat
Center’s education servic-
es officer.

Not everyone can use
this opportunity to go to
school early though, there
are certain criteria the
Marine must fall under
before their package can
be submitted through
their chain of command
for approval.

According to the order,
Marines must be eligible
for an honorable dis-
charge, their services must
not be essential to the
command’s mission, they
must not have completed
advanced technical train-
ing and must not have
received compensation
during their current enlist-
ment, including re-enlist-
ment bonuses.

If they qualify, Marines
must submit a package

through their command at
least four weeks prior to
the new requested EAS
date with proof of accept-
ance, enrollment and pay-
ment to the school of
their choice, Fourier said.

The Marine must then
decide if he or she wants
to use the Post-9/11 GI
Bill or the Montgomery
GI Bill, if they paid for it
during their enlistment,
said Lynda Burns, a
Department of Veterans
Affairs representative for
Copper Mountain College.

“It’s important to make
the right decision as to the
best GI Bill for you,” she
said. “Remember that you
can use the old GI Bill,
Chapter 30, and then
change to the new GI Bill,
Chapter 33, however,
once you choose the
Chapter 33, you cannot
change back.”

To decide which GI Bill
is the right choice, refer to
the Department of
Veterans Affairs GI Bill
Web site at www.gibill.va.
gov to weigh the benefits
of each, she said. Once
the decision is made and
an application is submit-
ted to the VA for the GI
Bill chosen, the approved
application can be proof
for tuition paid for a sub-
mitted package.

Marines can also see if
they qualify for the
Department of Education’s
Federal Student Aid pro-
gram at www.fafsa.ed.gov,
which helps pay for tuition
fees for colleges around the
country and could qualify
them for grants, Burns said.

If a Marine stays in
California, the California
Community Colleges Boards
of Governors Fee Waiver,
commonly referred to as a
BOG, permits enrollment
fees to be waived for all eligi-
ble California residents
attending a community col-
lege in the state. Marines sta-
tioned in California have a
one-year waiver as a resident
after their EAS, Burns said.

For more information
on early release from active
duty for education or to
receive an example packet
and a copy of the order,
contact the Education
Office at 830-6881.

IMPROVE, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Sgt. Maj. Douglas E. Power, the sergeant major of Mountain Warfare Training Center
Bridgeport, Calif., talks with a Marine Corps Community Services representative
Wednesday at the focus group held at base housing to discuss a future commissary for
the isolated base.



LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

An egg is dropped on the
kitchen floor and breaks
open. This is very similar to
what can happen to a bicy-
clist’s head when he or she is
in an accident and isn’t wear-
ing a helmet.

The Combat Center’s
Provost Marshal’s Office
Crime Prevention Section
has been spreading the
word about bicycle safety,
especially during the sum-
mer months to keep base
personnel safe while riding
their bicycles.

According to Carey A.
McElroy, PMO’s physical
security specialist, and crime
prevention and Drug Abuse
Resistance Education offi-
cer, bicyclists can stay safe by
following the rules of the
road and always using prop-
er protective gear.

“Go with the flow of
traffic and use hand signals
when turning,” said
McElroy, a Delta, Ohio,
native. “It can prevent injury
or even save your life; for
example using proper reflec-
tive gear and a helmet.”

Aboard the Combat
Center, anyone who is riding
a bike is required to wear a
helmet, McElroy said.
California state law requires
riders under 18 to wear a hel-
met. When dark, riders are
required to wear a reflective
belt or vest.

According to PMO’s
monthly Community Orient-
ed Policing publication, 50

percent of bicycle deaths
could have been prevented if
the rider had been wearing a
helmet.

McElroy also cautions
motorists to be aware of
their surroundings so they
can avoid hitting bicyclist.

“When sharing the road
with a bicyclist, motorists
should always use caution
when passing them, paying
close attention to the clear-
ance and distance of both on-
coming traffic and the bicy-

clists location,” McElroy said.
Lance Cpl. Devin James

Soria, a military policeman
and a bicycle safety officer
for PMO, said motorists
need to know they are not
more important than a
bicyclist when sharing the
road and to always use cau-
tion when passing them.
He also reminds riders
they are a small object
compared to a vehicle and
it is a lot more difficult for
them to be seen, especially
at night.

The COP publication
gives riders a handful of

tips while operating their
bike aboard the installation
including: check their bicy-
cle for proper air pressure
and tire tread, ensure
breaks are working proper-
ly and obey all traffic sig-
nals, signs and pavement
markings.

The publication also sug-
gested riders wear clothing
that will protect them from a
fall and to be aware of the
surroundings.

For more information
regarding bicycle safety, con-
tact PMO’s Crime Prevention
Section at 830-6094.

to the fire direction officer and
fire direction control center.
The FDO contacts the unit
operating in the impact loca-
tion to verify an explosive hit.
If it is confirmed, the FDO
will determine if artillery can
fire on the enemy launch site.
Sometimes howitzer fire is not
the best way to shoot back due
to dense civilian populations
or landmarks of historic or
cultural significance. While
these and other considerations
are influencing the decision to
fire, the FDC determines
which battery will fire, the type
of round to be used, and the
range to target information.

“Nothing takes priority
but getting safe reliable data
to the gun line,” said Staff
Sgt. Desmond D. Onezine,
30, battalion assistant opera-
tions chief, and Lafayette,
La., native. “If we don’t, we
could hit our own troop or
innocent civilians.”

Onezine added that
artillery has played a vital role
on the battlefield since its
inception, earning it the title
“King of Battle.” Ground

artillery has a faster response
than air support – three min-
utes maximum.

The infantry can be confi-
dent in the accuracy of
artillery, according to Cpl.
Trent B. Istre, FDC operator.
“We can tailor to their needs
with a variety of support.”
“We can bring the rain, or we
can bring the light,” said
Istre about the various
rounds artillery uses, which
include both high-explosive
and illumination rounds.

3/11 is currently partici-
pating in Operation Khanjar
as an element of Regimental
Combat Team 3. To this
point in the ongoing opera-
tion, the artillery battalion has
only had the need to fire illu-
mination rounds and has not
fired any high-explosive
rounds. These actions reflect
the NATO International
Security Assistance Force tac-
tical directive that explains
the top priority of coalition
forces – to protect the
Afghan people, rather than
kill the insurgents.

Operation Khanjar com-
menced July 2 and involves
nearly 4,000 Marines and
sailors from Marine
Expeditionary Brigade –
Afghanistan and more than
600 Afghan national security
forces working to secure
population centers along the
Helmand River valley.
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 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 10:00 AM w/Sunday School 
 Bible Studies, Choir

 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400  FREE CHURCH RIDES

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 Church of Christ
 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
 Worship 10:30 am  1:30 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Classes 11am Wed.

 Wed. Bible Study 5pm
 7021 Airway, Yucca Valley •  365-9215

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. - Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Pastor Beth Glass
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join Us In

 Worship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Star

 C
ho
lla

 Buena Vista

 HWY 62

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Luckie Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 “The will of God

 will never take you

 where the grace

 of God will not 

 protect you . ”

 56284 Buena Vista Dr. 
 Pastor Bob Alexander 

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

Pastor Stephen Jones 

First Southern Baptist Church 

Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Morning Worship 10:30 AM 
Family Bible Hour 5:00 PM 

56374 Onaga Trail, Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
(760) 365-5771  •  www.fsbcyv.org 

Please join us this Sunday... 

SSGGTT  SSCCOOTTTT  AA.. WWHHIITTTTIINNGGTTOONN

Cpl. Joseph R. Franklin a 22-year-old radar operator
with 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment and Klamath,
Ore., native, calls in a target acquisition during a count-
er fire training mission Tuesday.

SECURITY, from A1

PMO gives rules, tips on bicycle safety

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

The Combat Center’s Provost Marshal’s Office Crime Prevention Section has
been spreading the word about bicycle safety, especially during the summer
months to keep base personnel safe while riding their bicycles. When riding a bike
aboard the installation, people are required to wear a helmet and during the night,
a glow belt or vest.



Fifth and Bourke Street,
curved left at First Street,
extended to the hills beyond
Griffin Road, and linked to
Mainside again at Sixth Street
before finishing at its starting
point near Victory Field.

Master Sgt. Kelly Crawford,
the staff noncommissioned
officer in charge of the

Explosive Ordnance Disposal
team here, entered the race
with his EOD technicians for
the camaraderie and to help
raise money for the battal-
ion’s cause.

“We feel it’s important to
support our battalion,” said
Kelly, a Corvallis, Ore., native.
“We’re killing two birds with
one stone – we’re conducting
physical fitness while also

having the opportunity to
interact with members of the
battalion we never see.”

The participating Marines
and sailors were also invited
to bring family members and
friends to join in.

Sgt. Savanna Malendoski, a
warehouse clerk at the
Consolidated Material Support
Center, brought her twin sister,
Sara, to participate while visit-
ing from Perth, Australia.

“She can participate in this
and have fun with us,”
Malendoski said about bringing
her sister. “She can also experi-
ence a portion of what we have
to do for score twice a year.”

After all the runners had
crossed the finish line, first,
second and third place win-

ners were announced in
four categories: 30-and-over
males, 30-and-over females,
30-and-under males, and 30-
and-under females.

The first-place winners in
each category were: Cpl.
Daniel Thornton, Company
K, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, for 30-and-over
males; Melissa Dowd, wife
of SSgt. Brant Dowd,
Company A, Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics
School, for 30-and-over
females; Lance Cpl. Noe
Pena, Company C, MCCES,
for 30-and-under males; and
Sgt. Iris Duran, CMSC, for
30-and-under females.

IPAC will host the race
again this time next year.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT JJUULLYY 1100,,  22000099 AA55

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 More than six months after I began writing 
 this column in this newspaper I am able 
 to report that all seems to be going well.  
 I receive good comments almost daily from 
 people who appreciate what I am attempting 
 to accomplish.  To put it simply, I want readers 
 to find my columns to be helpful in their effort 
 to maintain a positive attitude each day 
 regardless of circumstances.

 When I write about having a positive attitude, 
 I am not suggesting that you should aban-
 don common sense or deny the reality of 
 extremely difficult situations.

 Tough minded optimists are not naïve, 
 Pollyannaish, or unrealistic. They “smell the 
 coffee” in every difficulty.  They are pragmatic, 
 logical, and extremely practical.  On the other 
 hand, they have the audacity of hope and a 
 certain belief that something of value may 
 come from any negative experience.

 Have hope, dear friends. Tomorrow will be 
 different.  Tomorrow you may hear the music, 
 meet the person, read the book, have the 
 insight, think the thought that changes your life 
 in a beautiful way.

 Former Secretary of State Colin Powell is a 
 tough minded optimist.  It was Powell who said 
 with deep conviction “perpetual optimism is a 
 force multiplier.”

 Believe it, my friends, and anticipate with 
 optimism tomorrow, next week, and all your 
 days.

 NELSON HEATING & AIR
 Service • Repair • Installation
 760-367-3142

 Proudly serving the Morongo Basin since 1973
 Lic. #820812C20

 Move Yourself
 the Budget Way

 �  Offers competitive,
   low cost moving
   solutions.

 �  Easy-to-drive trucks
 reliable & well
 maintained.

 �  Mileage
 compensation
 available.

 �  We have the right 
 size trucks for you.

 �  Boxes and moving
 supplies.

 �  24/7 roadside 
 service.

 Ron’s Automotive
 Contact: Kim Wade

 (760) 228-1323
 www.budgettruck.com

 Located in Yucca Valley
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
9 1 7 8 2 6 3 5 4
4 2 8 5 9 3 6 7 1
6 3 5 7 4 1 8 2 9
3 9 4 6 8 7 5 1 2
2 8 1 9 3 5 4 6 7
5 7 6 4 1 2 9 8 3

1 4 9 2 5 8 7 3 6
8 6 3 1 7 9 2 4 5
7 5 2 3 6 4 1 9 8

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
SSuunnddaayyss
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff
MMaarryy  CChhaappeell
RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc
SSeerrvviicceess
8 a.m.-Faith
Formation/CCD 
September through
May building 1551  
8:45 a.m.-

Confessions+
9 a.m.-Rosary
9:30 a.m.-Catholic

Mass*
9:30 a.m.-Children’s

Liturgy of the Word
4:15 p.m.-

Confessions+
4 p.m.-Choir Practice
4:30 p.m.-Rosary
5 p.m.-Catholic Mass

CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Lay-led independent
Baptist breakfast
8:30 a.m.-West Wing
NNoonn--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall::
Calvary Chapel-AGC
9 a.m.-Worship*
9 a.m.-Children’s
Church
10:30 a.m.-Sunday
School*
6 p.m.-Youth Group
LLaayy--lleedd  GGoossppeell  SSeerrvviiccee
11:30 a.m.-Worship
building 1707
PPaassttoorr--lleedd  AAsssseemmbblliieess
ooff GGoodd  wwoorrsshhiipp
9:30 a.m.-Sunday
School  
10:30 a.m.-Worship   
LLeeggeenndd
*  Indicates Child Care
Provided
+ Appointments can be
made for Confessions by
calling 830-6456/6482

WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss
MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy
Immaculate Heart of Mary
11:45 a.m.-Catholic Mass
(except holidays)
TTuueessddaayy
Christ Chapel
9 a.m.-Christian Women’s
Fellowship*
September through May
Immaculate Heart of Mary
4-5:30 p.m.-Children’s RCIA
5-8 p.m.-Catechist Meeting 
(Second Tuesday each month)
6-7:30 p.m.-Baptism Class
(First Tuesday each month)         
WWeeddnneessddaayy
Christ Chapel
7 p.m.-Lay-led Gospel Bible
Study
Immaculate Heart of Mary
9:30 a.m.-Military Council of
Catholic Women*     
September to May
6 p.m.-Youth Teen
7 p.m.-Knights of Columbus
(First Wednesday each month)
TThhuurrssddaayy
Christ Chapel
6 p.m.-Praise Band Rehearsal       
Immaculate Heart of Mary
6-7:30 p.m.-RCIA
Resumes Sept. 11  
C&E Barracks building 1666
11:30 a.m.-Bible Study
Chaplain Moran 830-6187
FFrriiddaayy
Christ Chapel
5 p.m.-Gospel Rehearsal 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
12:15 p.m., 4:30 p.m.-
Exposition/
Adoration Most Blessed
Sacrament 
(First Friday each month)

RUN, from A1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Gunnery Sgt. Robert Brown, the orders chief with IPAC
here, won third place for the 30-and-over males category
in the first 5K Coyote Desert Fun Run here July 2.

Top superfoods for all-star heart health
SSHHAARRII  LLOOPPAATTIINN
TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

These top five “super-
foods” from The American
Dietetic Association and
the “Nutrition Action

Health Letter” will not only
make you feel good, but will
help protect you against
heart disease, the top killer
of adults in the U.S.

1. Beans. The ADA says
beans are truly a superfood

because each tiny bean has a
powerful combination of
protein, fiber, vitamins and
minerals. Researchers have
also found that diets includ-
ing beans may reduce the
risk of heart disease and

certain cancers.
2. Wild salmon. The

omega-3 fats in salmon can
help reduce the risk of sud-
den-death heart attacks.
Plus, salmon caught in the
wild has less PCB contami-

nants than salmon raised on
a farm.

3. Mushrooms. Stocked
full of antioxidants that
help protect cells from free
radicals, which can lead to
cancer and sometimes heart
disease, mushrooms are a
great source of potassium,
copper and certain B-vita-
mins.

4. Garlic and onions.
For the full effects, stay
away from onion and garlic
powders and stick to the
whole vegetable. The ADA
reports that research
shows these two foods may
help lower LDL (bad) cho-
lesterol, control blood
pressure, prevent blood
clotting, act as antioxidants
to reduce cancer risk, and
even promote immunity.
You may need to eat one
garlic clove daily to make a
difference.

5. Blueberries. These
fun little berries are burst-
ing with antioxidants, more
so than many larger berries.
In addition to fighting off
heart disease and cancer,
blueberries can also fight
aging. They’re loaded with
dietary fiber and vitamins
A and C.

Surprise superfood: dark

chocolate
Eating heart-healthy can

be a special treat, too. The
ADA reports that recent
research shows components
of the cocoa bean and dark
chocolate could positively
impact the cardiovascular
system, kidney function,
brain health, immune sys-
tem, diabetes and blood
pressure. In fact, dark
chocolate may help limit the
build-up of plaque in arter-
ies by lowering LDL (bad)
cholesterol, raising levels of
HDL (good) cholesterol
and reducing blood pres-
sure.

For more healthy tips
and TRICARE-related
information, visit TriWest’s
Healthy Living Portal at
www.triwest.com/benefici-
ary/healthy_living.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN

Researchers have also found that diets including the top five “superfoods” will help protect you against heart dis-
ease, the top killer of adults in the U.S.

Top 5 
superfoods

1. Beans
2. Wild salmon
3. Mushrooms
4. Garlic and onions
5. Blueberries
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NREA 2008 annual water quality report
CCoonnttiinnuuiinngg  OOuurr  CCoommmmiittmmeenntt
The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center is proud to once again present our Consumer
Confidence Report. This edition covers all testing completed from January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008. We are pleased to report that our compliance with all state and federal drink-
ing water laws and standards remains exemplary.

We are committed to delivering the best quality drinking water to all residents aboard MCAGCC.
We will remain vigilant in meeting the challenges of source water protection, water conservation and
community education while continuing to serve the needs of our water users.

Under the “Consumer Confidence Rule” of the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, community
water systems are required to report water quality information to the consuming public annually.
IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  AAbboouutt  DDrriinnkkiinngg  WWaatteerr

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that
the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can
be obtained by calling the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(800) 426-4791.

This report was compiled by the Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Water Resources
Office. For more information about this report, or for any questions relating to your drinking water,
please contact Chris Elliott, water resources manager, at 830-7883 or email chris.elliott@usmc.mil.
IImmppoorrttaanntt  HHeeaalltthh  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants may be particularly at risk from infec-
tions. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.
The EPA Center for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

WWaatteerr  SSyysstteemm  AAddvviissoorriieess
Sampling results in water systems occasionally exceed a drinking water standard. Although

this does not present a health concern to the general public, the following water system advi-
sory applies.

In March 2008, MCAGCC received five positive samples out of 36 for total coliform bac-
teria. Coliform are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an
indicator that other, potentially harmful bacteria may be present. Coliform were found in more
samples than allowed and this was a warning of potential problems.

Although the system was secured and disinfected to ensure that there were no issues, the
California Department of Public Health issued a citation for Exceedance of Total Coliform
Rule. Affected areas were immediately notified and information was published in the April 23
edition of the Observation Post.
NNoo  DDrruuggss  DDoowwnn  tthhee  DDrraaiinn

Pharmaceutical waste remains a threat to water supplies. One way to reduce this threat is
to dispose of all over-the-counter drugs and prescriptions properly. Do not flush drugs down
the drain.

Old medicine can be taken to the San Bernardino County Community Household Waste
Collection Center located at 62499 Twentynine Palms Highway, Joshua Tree. They are open
the third Saturday of every month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information on proper dis-
posal of unwanted medicines, visit http://www.nodrugsdownthedrain.org.

MCAGCC is committed to the sustainment and protection of the
environment. This report is printed on 30 percent post consumer
recycled fiber to help reduce waste and minimize impact on the envi-
ronment while meeting the mission of the Marine Corps.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

A clarifier at the Combat Center’s Wastewater Treatment
Facility removes solids that settle to the bottom of the water.
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Water conservation measures are the first step in protecting
our water supply. They not only save the supply of our source
water but also save you money by reducing your water bill.

Protecting our water supplies is critical. Learn more about
water and what can be done to protect and conserve it.

Although we are surrounded by water, most is not drink-
able. In fact, only 3 percent of the world’s water is fresh water
and of this, 2/3 is stored in icecaps and glaciers. That leaves
only 1 percent of the world’s water available for drinking.

All domestic water supplied to MCAGCC is groundwater
from the Surprise Springs subaquifer of the Twentynine
Palms Ground Water Basin. This water is extracted by 11 pro-
duction wells at a depth between 500 and 700 feet located in
a protected area of the Sand Hill Training Area.

This water has consistently been of such high quality in
nature that it routinely meets or exceeds all EPA and

California Department of Public Health Services primary
and secondary drinking water standards without any treat-
ment required (other than basic disinfection) before distribu-
tion. Basic disinfection is required by California Department
of Health Services as a safeguard against possible microbial
contamination due to repairs or maintenance of the system.

Challenges facing MCAGCC utilities are similar to those
faced by other utilities in the area—water supply, aging infra-
structure, and population growth. MCAGCC issued eight
contracts to repair and improve the quality of the water sys-
tem. A total cost of over $7 million was spent on repairing
and upgrading the potable water system.

Today, a system consisting of 11 potable water wells and 8
reservoirs with a storage capacity of 11 million gallons serves
the military and civilian workforce of MCAGCC through a
series of pipelines that extend over 84.2 miles of service area.

WWaatteerr
CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  
TTiippss
WWaattcchh  hhooww  mmuucchh  wwaatteerr  yyoouu
uussee  wwhheenn  ddooiinngg  ddiisshheess,,
bbrruusshhiinngg  tteeeetthh,, sshhoowweerriinngg,,
aanndd  wwaasshhiinngg  yyoouurr  ccaarr..
FFoollllooww  tthheessee  eeaassyy  ttiippss  ttoo
rreedduuccee  yyoouurr  uussee..

11.. FFiixx  lleeaakkss.. AA  ffaauucceett  tthhaatt
ddrriippss  ccaann  wwaassttee  uupp  ttoo  33,,228800
ggaalllloonnss  ooff  wwaatteerr  ppeerr  yyeeaarr..

33.. UUssee  aa  sshhuuttooffff  nnoozzzzllee  oonn
yyoouurr  hhoossee  ttoo  pprreevveenntt
wwaatteerr  rruunnnniinngg  ccoonnssttaannttllyy..

22.. WWhheenn  bbrruusshhiinngg  yyoouurr
tteeeetthh,, ddoo  nnoott  lleeaavvee  tthhee
wwaatteerr  rruunnnniinngg..

55.. UUssee  aa  ffaauucceett  aaeerraattoorr  oonn
yyoouurr  ssiinnkk  ttoo  rreedduuccee  wwaatteerr
uussee  wwhhiillee  mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg  ffllooww..

66.. MMoorree  wwaatteerr  iiss  uusseedd  iinn
tthhee  bbaatthhrroooomm  tthhaann  aannyy
ootthheerr  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  hhoommee..

44.. DDoo  nnoott  wwaasshh  ssiiddeewwaallkkss
oorr  ddrriivveewwaayyss.. UUssee  aa
bbrroooomm  oorr  lleeaaff  bblloowweerr..
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EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

According to the Combat
Center’s Provost Marshal’s
Office Crime Prevention
Section, 36 people in the
United States die and
approximately 700 more are
injured every day in motor
vehicle crashes that involve
an alcohol-impaired driver.

PMO has been working
hard to ensure base person-
nel know the consequences
of drinking and driving, yet
Marines and sailors are still
drinking then getting behind
a wheel.

Gunnery Sgt. Kris
McCullough, a 31-year-old
data chief for the communi-
cations shop with Tactical
Training Exercise Control
Group, has first-hand expe-
rience with drinking and
driving and the conse-
quences he and his family
had to face.

“On Nov. 4, 2007, I was
hanging out with some
friends and had a few
drinks,” McCullough said. “I
got into my car and ashed
my cigarette out the window
and got pulled over. That’s
how it all got started.”

At the time McCullough
was at the top of his career.
He had just been selected
for gunnery sergeant and
was in the middle of transi-
tioning to a different unit.

“This is the biggest regret
in my entire life profession-
ally and personally it was

absolutely destructive and I
am still paying for it,” he
said. “It was humiliating.
Every Friday I would tell my
guys, ‘Hey, don’t drink and
drive,’ and then here I am. I
had become an outcast in
the Marine Corps—every-
body treated me completely
different. Everybody looked
at me completely different.

“It’s the shame of doing
something so stupid,” he
said. “I just became that guy
who everybody pointed at
and said, ‘don’t be like him.’”

McCullough was pulled
over within a block of his
house and was one of the
few Marines who drew the
lucky straw and didn’t lose
rank. However, he received a
nonjudicial punishment, a
year-long suspension on his
license and his rank was held
back for a year and a half.

“I got really lucky because
most people lose rank,”
McCullough said.

The average cost for driv-
ing under the influence is
approximately $12,000.
McCullough, who is married
and has three children, is still
feeling the effect of his fines
and payments for his DUI.

Gunnery Sgt. Roy
Buchanan, the operations
chief for PMO, explained
the normal route a Marine
or sailor would take after
getting a DUI.

“If you receive a DUI out
in town, the average fees run
approximately $12,000 in
court fees, bail costs,
impound and storage fees,

but does not include lawyer
fees, and installation of the
ignition interlock device
depending on your BAC
[blood alcohol content],”
said Buchanan, a Newport
Beach, Calif., native. “Your
license will be revoked for
up to one year, plus you will
have to attend mandatory
classes for your DUI which
is 6 month long on average
and cost varies.”

Buchanan continued by

saying once they are fined,
they have to worry about
their chain of command and
being charged by their unit.

The double jeopardy law
does not exist, Buchanan
said. “Ultimately depending
on the severity of the
offense you can be dishon-
orably discharged.”

McCullough said his DUI
opened his eyes. Looking
back, he can say his experi-
ence was the worst and the

best thing to happen to him.
“Before I got my DUI, I

drove drunk all the time,” he
said. “Not just a little bit
drunk, but hammered. I
thought, ‘hey, this isn’t a big
deal, I’m driving just fine.’

“But now I realize, all it
would have taken was one
night, and I would have had
an accident,” he explained.
“I could have killed some-
one. I have three kids and a
wife, and in one night I

could have ended their lives
by going to jail for the rest
of mine. Not to forget, I
could have taken somebody
away from their family. I
could have killed someone.”

McCullough has learned
from his experience, and
since his DUI resorts to stay-
ing sober or finding a desig-
nated driver for the night.

“There is no need to drink
and drive,” he said. “There is
always another option.”

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT JJUULLYY 1100,,  22000099 AA77

The deadline for submit-
ting Trader ads is noon
Wednesday, for the
upcoming Friday’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

11999977  WWHHIITTEE  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM
11550000  CCLLUUBB  CCAABB.. 2-Door,
4x4 with a 6” suspension
superlift and 35” off-road
oversized tires and a paging
truck alarm with many more
extras. Asking $8,000 OBO.
Call for details (cell) 819-
3578 or (home) 367-5443.
7/10/09

22000011  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  LLXX,,
125,000 miles, excellent condi-
tion. $4,000. Rich 401-4393.
6/24/09

22000000  HHOONNDDAA  CCBBRR  992299RRRR,,
7,500 miles, mint condition,
never dropped. After market
exhaust. $6,000 OBO. (732)
996-1652. 6/24/09

99”” FFOORRDD  TTRRUUCCKK  RREEAARR  EENNDD
PPOOSSII,, 3:55 gears/Howe disc
brakes, new pads, 5 lug with
leaf springs. $650. 910-1068.
6/12/09

22000066  NNIISSSSAANN  SSEE--RR..
$9,750 OBO, 32,000 miles,
great condition, six speed
manual, sun roof. Call Joe
819-2903. 5/22/09

11998866  FFOORRDD  FF--225500  TTRRUUCCKK
Extra-cab, diesel 6.9, four
speed with overdrive. Set
up for gooseneck or fifth
wheel. $2,500 OBO. Call
447-0499. 5/22/09

22000033  CCHHEEVVYY  VVEENNTTUURREE..
Warner Brothers edition,
extended mini-van. 105,000
miles, DVD player, leather
trim, new tires, excellent
condition. $6,900. Ask for
Brent 361-3909. 5/22/09

9977  YYAAMMAAHHAA  VVIIRRAAGGOO,,
15,000 miles, good condi-
tion, $2,000. Beth (928)
246-0526. 5/15/09

22000044  HHOONNDDAA  CCIIVVIICC  EEXX,,
$8,750 OBO. Silver, A/C,
sunroof, cruise control,
power door/windows/locks,
CD player, automatic trans-
mission. 35 miles per gallon.
Call Ken 346-5573. 5/8/09

22000044  HHOONNDDAA  CCRR--8855..
Includes two Helmets
w/gear bag & Popup Stand.
Asking  $1500. Call for
details 368-0383. 5/1/09

MMIISSCC..

1177  AAQQUUAARRIIUUMM  FFIISSHH  FFRREEEE,,
Call Tammy 285-1605. 7/3/09

YYUUCCCCAA  VVAALLLLEEYY  CCUUSSTTOOMM
HHOOMMEE  FFOORR  RREENNTT.. 3 bed-
room, 3 bath, 3 car garage.
Master suite & bath, granite
throughout. $1,650 a
month. Contact Jamie at
228-0213 or http://www.
get2move.com. 7/3/09

SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  PPOOOODDLLEE  PPUUPPPPYY..
7-months-old. Black female.
Extra beautiful and sweet.
Champion bred but minor
sugery prevents her being
registered. $500. 567-7921.
7/3/09

2244  UUSSMMCC  SSIILLVVEERR  HHIISS--
TTOORRIICC  CCOOIINNSS.. 35 years old.
1 ounce each. $700 for set.
Other silver coins. Large oak
entertainment center. $100.
Very old chest of drawers.
Call Billy 367-6030. 5/22/09

WWAANNTTEEDD:: ..4455  CCAALLIIBBEERR  PPIISS--
TTOOLL,, Call Bill 367-6030.5/22/09

OONNEE--YYEEAARR--OOLLDD  BBOOXXEERR//
LLAABB  MMIIXX.. Very playful, loves
to run. Needs good home.
Call Joe 819-2903. 5/22/09

‘It was the worst decision of my life...’

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Driving under the influence can amount up to $12,000 in fines in court fees, bail costs, impound and storage fees,
but does not include lawyer fees, and installation of the ignition interlock device depending on their blood alcohol
content. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, about three in every ten Americans will
be involved in an alcohol-related crash at some point in their lives.
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Midshipmen make splash at MWTC
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

MOUNTAIN WARFARE
TRAINING CENTER
BRIDGEPORT, Calif. –
Naval Reserve Officer Training
Corps midshipmen from all
around the country learned
basic mountaineering skills
Sunday at Mountain Warfare
Training Center Bridgeport,
Calif., as part of their moun-
tain warfare training.

The midshipmen learned
how to survive in the
wilderness and navigate
mountainous terrain, which
included crossing streams,
said Maj. Matt Ganley, a
Marine officer instructor
from Tucson, Ariz.

“The stream crossing and
survival classes are part of
what we’re doing here for the
10 days we have,” Ganley
said. “We’re doing additional
training on top of that to get
the students more acquaint-
ed to real training in the
Marine Corps.

“The students are going to
do day and night land naviga-
tion, rappelling, top roping,
terrain appreciation move-
ments and hiking through the
mountains,” he said.

Ganley said the midship-
men come from all over the
country and generally do not
have the opportunity to
experience this type of train-
ing environment.

“They’re going to get a
great understanding from
their training,” he said.
“They’ll have a good grasp for
how training evolutions func-
tion, and gain a better grasp
for the Marine Corps’ training
philosophies.”

The cadets seemed to
understand the value of the
knowledge and enjoy the
training, despite some of the
obvious challenges.

“The hump up here was
tough with the thin air and
hills,” said Midshipman Sam
Daniels, a native of
Indianapolis. “I’ve never
been to Afghanistan before,
but I bet this place is as close
as it gets to over there. When
I’m a lieutenant I can’t wait to
bring my Marines up here.”

The instructors who
trained the midshipmen also
felt they were providing a
valuable and rewarding serv-
ice to their guests.

“These people are all col-
lege kids,” said Cpl. Justin
Bystrom, a Unit Training

Group instructor at MWTC,
and a native of Denver. “They
don’t know much about the
Marine Corps yet, especially
practical things all Marines
need to know.

“They may read a book or
two on the Marine Corps in
college, or get classes at
[Virginia Military Institute]
but here they’re going to get
some real life lessons on
what happens in the Marine
Corps, and how we actually
train,” he said. “It’s good to
know that I’ll be able to
make sure one of these guys,
who might end up being my
future platoon commander,
learns something.”

After more than a week of
mountain warfare training, the
cadets will return to their
respective colleges with new
knowledge of modern Marine
Corps training and tactics.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps midshipmen fight against the stream Sunday at the Mountain Warfare Training
Center in Bridgeport, Calif., when they learned to cross streams in the mountainous terrain.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Midshipmen walk with their arms linked together as
they cross a stream Sunday at Mountain Warfare
Training Center Bridgeport, Calif., as part of their
mountain warfare training.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Midshipmen struggle to make their way through the water Sunday at Mountain Warfare
Training Center Bridgeport, Calif.
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Combat Center Marine keeps classic engines running
CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

A person’s hands tell much
about the work he or she
does. For one Marine, he is
happiest when his hands are
covered in grease and buried
in the engine of a car.

Gunnery Sgt. Tim Warren,
the special reaction team com-
mander with the Combat
Center’s Provost Marshal’s
Office, has possessed a deep
fondness for automobiles and
mechanics since he was a
young boy growing up in
Binghamton, N.Y.

Warren learned basic
mechanics on his first car, a
1965 Chevrolet Malibu, he
got when he was 16. What
started out as checking oil and
changing tires with his grand-
father, father, uncle and step-
father turned into the beloved,
complex hobby it is for
Warren today.

“I learned a lot just by
watching them fix cars as a
kid,” Warren said about his
male role models. “It seems

like there was always a car that
could get worked on.”

Warren said his uncle, Jim,
also raced top-fuel dragsters in
his youth and inspired
Warren’s appreciation for
hotrods.

According to Warren’s
mother, Joan Diaferio, Warren
needed little help after that to
build, quite literally, on his
inspiration.

“I remember when he was
about five, he would spend
hours in his Power Wheels
driving up and down the
street we lived on,” she said.

Diaferio added she still has
a piece of artwork Warren
gave her when he was ten
depicted a 1930s-era car he
created during Sunday school.

“I remember thinking of
that picture in my head when
I made that,” Warren said. “I
remembered seeing it some-
where and knowing I liked it
right away.”

“He’s loved cars as long as
I’ve known him,” said Joe
Diaferio, Warren’s stepfather
of more than 25 years.

“Before he was old enough to
drive them, he was drawing
pictures of them. It’s some-
thing you have to be born
with.”

Warren said he recalls his
first years getting real grease
under his nails.

“I was around 17 or 18
when I started getting real
junker cars,” Warren said. “I
didn’t have a lot of money, so
I would buy these $500 cars
and fix everything from the
breaks and shocks to the tires.
I remember running out of
gas all the time, so my friends
and I would push it to the gas
station and just nickel-and-
dime our way along. I tried to
make the best of what I had.”

Automobile mechanics
hold a certain magic for
Warren he claims cannot be
found elsewhere.

“For me, there’s gratifica-
tion in taking on the challenge
of seeing how all that hard
work can come together into
a vision you created,” Warren

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Gunnery Sgt. Tim Warren, the special reaction team commander with the Combat
Center’s Provost Marshal’s Office, sits inside his prized 1947 Chevrolet Fleet Master
Coupe outside the Catholic Chapel Tuesday. This is only one of more than 15 cars
Warren has owned and rebuilt since his teenage years.See CLASSIC, B4

Independence  booms
over Combat Center 
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN  AANNDD  PPFFCC..
MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENTS

More than 8,000 Marines,
sailors, their families and
community members flood-
ed the Combat Center’s
Victory Field Saturday to
celebrate Independence Day.

The night kicked off at 6
p.m. with a performance by

Marines Got Talent and
ended at 9 p.m. with the
largest fireworks display in
the Morongo Basin.

Patrons enjoyed music
from the Combat Center
Band and Deep 6, a local
band made up of Marines
and civilians. Deep 6 played
a wide range of songs from
well-known artists including
Sublime, AC/DC, Black
Crows and Taylor Swift.

Vendors were spread
throughout the field provid-
ing refreshments for the
attendees while they
enjoyed various games pro-
vided, including a water
slide, rock wall, Jupiter
Jump, one-on-one basket-
ball, an obstacle course and
a paintball enclosure.

Cheers erupted from

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Lance Cpl. Jerrod Tisko, an unmanned aerial vehicle mechanic with Marine Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle Squadron 3, watches the Morongo Basin’s largest fireworks display with
a friend at the Combat Center’s Victory Field Saturday evening.

See FOURTH, B4

Fireworks explode in front of the
Combat Center’s Victory Field
Saturday night as the Marine Corps
Community Services put on an
Independence Day celebration.

Mountain Marines and Bridgeport celebrate 233 years
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

BRIDGEPORT, Calif. –
Marines from Mountain
Warfare Training Center
Bridgeport, Calif., sup-
ported the nearby town of
Bridgeport Saturday dur-
ing the town’s celebration
of Independence Day.

The coordination
between the base and the
local community has been
a tradition since MWTC’s
early days half a century
ago and has had small
changes this year, said Col.
Norman L. Cooling, the
commanding officer of
MWTC, and a native of
Baytown, Texas.

“The celebration has
been there since the
1900s,” Cooling said.
“The base has been sup-
porting it since the 1950s.

We’ve always added
things to the parade like
the color guard. The extra
horsemen here have been
a recent addition to the
parade that I can’t
remember in recent histo-
ry.”

In addition to supply-
ing a color guard and
Marine instructors from
the Animal Packers
Course, MWTC also pro-
vided a BVS-10 Viking, a
newer version of the all-
terrain Hagglunds BV-
206.

Cooling said he and the
base sergeant major, Sgt.
Maj. Douglas E. Power,
also contributed to the
parade, not in there pres-
ence, but how they pre-
sented themselves.

“Sgt. Maj. Power and I
were riding on horseback,”
he said. “We had the regu-

lar mules in the parade as
well, but the sergeant
major and I won the
award for best horseman-
ship in the parade.”

Cooling said the parade
is a big deal to the town.
They have taken a lot of
pride in it since the event’s
creation.

“It’s a huge marketable
event for the town,” he
said. “It’s one of their
biggest events they have
for the entire year. A small
town like Bridgeport relies
on tourism for part of the
summer as part of what
keeps them going.

“We’re proud to sup-
port such a big event for
the people in town,” he
said. “They’re our fellow
mountain people.”

Residents of the small
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Sgt. Maj. Douglas E. Power, the sergeant major of the Mountain Warfare Training Center
and Col. Normal L. Cooling, the commanding officer in the Independence Day parade in the
town of Bridgeport, in which they won Best Horsemanship.See PARADE, B2
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Food, Inc.
Rated PG

An expose of the links and
kinks in America’s food
chain, this eye-opening docu-
mentary will change the way
you think about what you eat.

It comes as no surprise to
find out that huge companies
control much of what ulti-
mately makes its way into
our tummies. But you’ll be
awed, and likely alarmed, to
watch “Food, Inc.” connect
the dots across a spectrum of
sprawling mega-farms, bleak
slaughter houses, lax govern-
ment regulations and bulging
corporate pocketbooks.

The movie’s “Think
before you chew” message is
humanized by a series of
real-life characters—the bor-
derline-income family of
four that can’t afford healthy
meals when fresh produce is
priced higher than fast food;
the mother-turned-activist
who lost her toddler son to a
hamburger tainted with E.
coli; the Indiana farmer fac-
ing the crushing wrath of a

corporate seed giant; the
organic yogurt producer
delighted to finally get his
product into the commercial
mainstream.

You’ll also learn some fas-
cinating—and disturbing—
things about corn, soybeans,
cattle, chickens and pigs. The
industry’s quest to grow
things “faster, fatter, bigger,
cheaper” has been pursued,
the movie says, at the
expense of worker safety,
consumer health and envi-
ronmental responsibility.

None of the companies
mentioned in the movie,
including Monsanto, Tyson,
Perdue and Smithfield,
granted the filmmaker’s
request for interviews.
Ultimately, their stonewall
silence only reinforces the
premise that there’s some-
thing hidden—and rotten—
in the corporate kitchen.

“The industry doesn’t
want you to know the truth
about what you eat,” says
one of the film’s sources.
“Because if you knew, you
might not want to eat it.”

Yes, there are scenes of
animals going to, or meeting,
their food-to-be fates. But

the “knowing” is far worse
than the “showing.” The
movie doesn’t linger on the
killing floor. And it’s not
anti-meat. It just wants you
to know a bit more about
what you’re biting into when
you chomp down on that
burger—and consider the

alternatives.
It ends with several helpful,

and hopeful, suggestions for
things everyone can do: Buy
and eat organically raised meat
and produce, shop at farmers’
markets, strive to find out
more about the things you eat,
where they’re from and how

they’re processed.
I suspect a lot of the audi-

ence for this movie is already
somewhat aware, or even
well aware, of the ground
covered by “Food, Inc.” In
that sense, it’s preaching to
the converted. But for every-
one else, particularly those

who may have never really
thought much about the sub-
ject, it presents some serious
food for thought.

But one word of caution:
Eat before you see it. After
it’s over, the idea of a swing
through the drive-thru might
not be so appetizing.
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SSAATT.. 88//2222

SSAATT.. 77//1188

SSAATT.. 77//1188

FFRRII.. 77//1100

Pit Bull With LMFAO
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino
Resort
46-200 Harrison Place,
Coachella. For more info call
866-377-6829 or visit
http://www.spotlight29.com

Liza Minnelli
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive
Cabazon.
For more info call 
(800) 252-4499 or visit http://
www.morongocasinoresort.com

FFRRII.. 77//1100

Music: The Rock Spiders
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road
Pioneertown
For more info call 365-5956 
or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com

SSUUNN.. 77//1199

An evening with ZZ Top
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 
(888) 999-1995

Los Tigres Del Norte
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Morongo Casino
Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive
Cabazon. For more info call
(800) 252-4499 or visit http://
www.morongocasinoresort.com

FFRRII.. 88//2288

SSAATT.. 77//1111

15th annual Yucca Valley
Summer Music Festival
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Where: Yucca Valley Community
Center Complex
57090 29 Palms Highway
Yucca Valley
For more info call 369-7211 or visit
http://www.yucca-valley.org.

SSAATT.. 88//11

Timothy Bradley vs Nate Campbell,
Jr.Welterweight Championship
Time: Doors open at 4 p.m.
Undercard begins at 5 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage. For more info 
call (888) 999-1995

Elvis Costello and The
Imposters
Time: 9 p.m.
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive
Rancho Mirage
For more info call 
(888) 999-1995 

 760-221-0733
 ntcpfma@pureforcemartialarts.com

 www.pureforcemartialarts.com

 July 11th–10 am
 Level II

 Taiho Clatsu

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 7/9/09 -  7/16/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Harry Potter And The 
 Half Blood Prince

 (PG13)
 Tuesday : Midnight Show

 Wed - Thurs: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

 Ice Age

 (PG)

 Everyday: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

 Transformers: 
 Revenge Of The Fallen

 (PG13)

 Everyday: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

 Bruno

 (R)

 Everyday: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

 Fri-Tues: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00

 Public Enemies
 (R)

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

Tribute to Journey
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort
Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio. For more info call (800)
827-2946 or visit http://www.fantasy
springsresort.com

SSAATT.. 77//1111

Tribute to the Police “The
Police Experience”
Time: 8 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Springs
Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio. For more info call 
(800) 827-2946 or visit http://
www.fantasyspringsresort.com

‘Food, Inc.’ will change the way you think about what you eat

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

“Food, Inc.” is a fascinating and frequently disturbing look at the corporations controlling what ultimately ends up in
our tummies. This documentary will change the way you look at what you eat.

mountain town appreciate
the support from MWTC
not just in their celebra-
tions, but in their every-
day lives.

“I love seeing the
Marines around every
year,” said Doug Marian, a
life-long Bridgeport resi-
dent. “We almost forget
about you guys up there in
the mountains. If I could

thank all the guys and girls
out there for keeping me
and my family safe, I
would go door to door if
I had to.”

The events of the
147th Fourth of July cele-
bration in Bridgeport
slowly drew to a close
with the knowledge that
the Marines at MWTC will
join the community again
next year to celebrate the
nation’s independence.

PARADE, from B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Marines from the Mountain Warfare Training Center
Bridgeport, Calif., carry the colors during the Independence
Day parade in the town of Bridgeport, Saturday, which is a
tradition since the early days of the base.
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 pair-a-dice pair-a-dice
 TATTOOZ & TATTOOZ & TATTOOZ &

 BODY PIERCING BODY PIERCING BODY PIERCING
 STUDIO STUDIO STUDIO

 6284 Adobe Road 6284 Adobe Road
 (760) 361-4828 (4TAT) (760) 361-4828 (4TAT)

 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626
 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms

 Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop 
 You Pick Be  You Pick Be  You Pick Be 

 Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident!

 An Enterprise of the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe

 Come and visit
 THE EAST 
 COAST OF 

 CALIFORNIA!

 HAVASU LAKE, CA.

 (800) 307-3610  Boating, Camping 
 & Fishing

Combat Center sports

IInnttrraammuurraall  SSooffttbbaallll
LLeeaagguuee

TTeeaamm    WWiinnss    LLoosssseess
Scrappers 16 2
MWSS-374 16 2
VMU-3 14 5
Tanks 14 5
ESD Warriors 13 5
CLB-7 12 5
7th Marines 11 7
3/11 11 7
3rd CEB 11 7
Hospital 11 9
MCCES HQBN 9 9
NAV PERS 8 10
PMO 8 11
IPAC 7 11
ESD Hooligans 7 11
PMO K-9 7 11
G-6 5 13
Dirty Dozen 5 14
CMA 5 14
2/7 3 17
Dental 0 18

NNaammee:: William Redmon
AAggee:: 31
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Ground radio intermediate repair
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Competed in the Commanding
General’s Intramural Racquetball Tournament.
MMaajjoorr  ssppoorrttss  aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss:: “I have been playing
for only a few months, but I can now play off the back
glass properly.”
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “Racquetball relies more
on the individual player instead of a whole team.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  ppllaayyeerrss:: “Get out and practice, it
is the only way you are going to get better. Play against
different people and learn different playing styles.”

Athlete of the Week

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Erik Danko, a forward with MCCES, winds up for a shot during the final
game of the Commanding General’s Intramural Soccer League playoffs
Wednesday at Felix Field. CEB beat MCCES 3 to 2, and moved on to play
against HQBN in the championship game.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Alexis Baez, (left) a forward with MCCES, shoots past
defending CEB player Nitesh Pymagam  during the
final game of playoffs.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Bobby Bolles, (center) a defenseman with CEB, leaps over an
opponents legs after he kicks the ball away.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Chris Kubicki, (center) a player for
CEB, lunges past John Sones, a mid-
fielder for MCCES.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Eric Danko, a forward for
MCCES, leans back as he
prepares to kick the ball
past CEB defenders.

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

3/11’s first baseman Tom Dougherty reaches for the ball
before Ripper’s right outfielder Quincy Donohue runs
through first during a Commanding General’s Intramural
Softball League game at Felix Field Wednesday night.
Ripper ended the game with a 20-9 victory.

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

3/11’s catcher Bryan Warloe attempts to tag Ripper’s third baseman Roger
Martinez before he touches home plate during a Commanding General’s
Intramural Softball League game at Felix Field Wednesday night.

CCPPLL.. MMAARRGGAARREETT  CCLLAARRKK  HHUUGGHHEESS

Ripper’s second baseman Marlon Romero prepares to
catch the ball before 3/11’s pitcher Jason Thomas hits
the bag.
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 06 CHEVY TRAIL BLAZER

 #1209957

 WAS $21,888
         $18,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 08 CHEVY AVEO

 #457115

 WAS $25,888
         $24,888

 07 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD CREW CAB

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 7-15-09

 72878  29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms
 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i .

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.

 A
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 BASE

 YV
 CHRYSLER 29

 PRICE

 08 CHEVY COBALT

 #137576

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 08 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

 #727516

 WAS $18,888
         $16,588

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 5 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 07 FORD FOCUS ZX5 SES

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 #319367

 WAS $17,888
         $16,888 PRICE

 #103204

 WAS $19,888
         $16,888

 02 CADILLAC EL DORADO

 PRICE

 $ 2
 3 , 8 8 8

 $ 2
 3 , 8 8 8

 #098172

 WAS $14,888
         $13,888

 06 HONDA CIVIC LX

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 #276729

 WAS $18,888
         $16,888 PRICE

 ?? P.T. CRUSIER

 #102775

 WAS $14,888
         $13,888 PRICE

 08 SUZUKI SX4

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY

 FULL 
 POWER 
 4 DOOR

 LIKE NEW 
 SPORTY

 FACTORY 
 WARRANTY 
 STOW-N-

 GO

 LOADED 
 LOW MILES 
 PRERUNNER 

 SR5

 4X4 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 5 SPEED 
 POWER MOON 

 ROOF 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 SELLATHON

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride  Ride 
 from  from 
 Base Base

 *On site  *On site 
 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days  to 60 days 

 for 1st  for 1st 
 payment payment

 #OU7834

 WAS $18,888
         $15,888 PRICE

 MANUFACTURED 
 WARRANTY 
 18” RIMS 
 39 MPG

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 FTE 66 
 SERIES 
 LIMITED

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 4 , 8 8 8

 ONLY 
 20K 

 MILES 
 CHERRY

said. “You’re not competing
with anyone, really. It’s about
self-gratification.”

Of the 15 or more cars
Warren has owned, he said he
was most fond of his 1956
Chevrolet Bel Air.

“I think it was because of
the amount of work I put
into it,” Warren said. “I ended
up selling it to my uncle
about five years ago when I
was in [Marine Corps Recruit
Depot] Parris Island [S.C.]. I
knew he’d appreciate the
work I did on it.”

Despite his appreciation

for the hobby, Warren said he
wanted to avoid being a
mechanic in the Marine
Corps so the pastime quality
would remain preserved while
he turned wrenches and bolts.

“I might have lost the
enjoyment if it became my
full-time job,” Warren said.

Friends and family mem-
bers have long noticed
Warren’s steady affection for
classic cars.

“Whenever he comes
home on leave, we’ll practi-
cally live in the garage,” Joe
said. “We say we’ll be back in
an hour, and the hour turns
into four.”

Warren said the knowledge
and skills he has gained over
the years allowed him to lend
a helping hand to anyone in
mechanical need. He advises
that any new mechanic or car
enthusiast becomes educated
in the trade by questioning
owners of their ideal cars. He
has also displayed his car in at
least five shows since January,
including the Twentynine
Palms Street Fair and Car
Show, which gave him the
opportunity to network with
other car enthusiasts.

“Take time to ask around
when you see something you
like,” he said. “Learn how
broad the spectrum is as far
as what you can do with your
car. Everyone has something
different they can contribute
to your ideas.”

CLASSIC, from B1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Gunnery Sgt. Tim Warren
is a classic car enthusiast
who has owned more than
a dozen classic cars and
puts countless man-hours
toward their restructure.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Marines, sailors, their families and members of the local community mingle at the Combat Center’s Victory Field
to take part in the Independence Day celebration Saturday.

the crowd as Brig. Gen. Charles M.
Gurganus, the Combat Center’s
commanding general thanked every-
one for attending the celebration
with the base, and mentioned all the
sponsors who helped make the
night possible.

As it grew dark, the lights on the
field flickered out, and everyone set-
tled down to watch the fireworks. As
the first flare popped into the sky,

oohs and ahhs echoed throughout
the field.

Kelly Cox, a resident of
Twentynine Palms, Calif., who
brought her one-year-old daughter,
said the event was one of the best
Fourth of July celebration she has
ever witnessed, mostly due to her
daughter’s reaction to the fireworks.

“It was so adorable, she kept trying
to reach out and grab the fireworks as
they lightened up the sky,” she said.
“This entire night has been one good

thing after another. I’m surprised, yet
very happy, so many people showed
up to support these Marines and cele-
brate this holiday with them.”

Deborah Hastings-Smith, a resident
of Joshua Tree, Calif., brought her
family of five to the Combat Center
for the festivities.

“I’ve been coming here for years,”
she said. “It’s always been great fun,
great fireworks and they put so much
into the celebration. It really helped
get me in the Fourth of July mood.”

FOURTH, from B1


