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LAR uses sniper’s eye to counter smuggling
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  JJAASSOONN
HHEERRNNAANNDDEEZZ
MULTINATIONAL FORCE-WEST PUBLIC

AFFAIRS

SAHL SINJAR, Iraq –
Marine snipers and desig-
nated marksmen have been
operating across the vast
Iraqi deserts since the out-
break of hostilities in 2003.
As with all units operating
in Iraq, past and present,
they have found themselves
evolving to meet the chang-
ing needs of the Iraqi mili-
tary and political landscape.

Small teams of snipers
are finding reasons to
venture into the constant-
ly shifting environment
that exists in a place sim-
ply referred to as “out-

side the wire.”
“Working with previous-

ly gathered information, we
gather additional intelligence
and conduct operations
watching over possible
insurgent hot spots, caches
or [improvised explosive
device] cells,” said Sgt.
Neftaly Estremera, a chief
scout with Headquarters and
Service Company, 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion. “We provide sur-
veillance and [reconnais-
sance] capabilities for areas
of interest.”

As their larger parent
unit, 3rd LAR, moves
around the desert, relying
on its combat power by

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJAASSOONN  HHEERRNNAANNDDEEZZ

Two Marines with 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion’s designated marksman
team watch the sunset north of Sahl Sinjar, Iraq, Aug. 4. The designated marksmen
have been attached to 3rd LAR in order to assist them in counter-smuggling and count-
er-insurgency operations.

Toys for Tots
campaign
kicks off early
CCPPLL..  SSEEAANN  PP..  CCUUMMMMIINNSS
MARINE CORPS BASE QUANTICO

MARINE CORPS BASE
QUANTICO, Va. – The
Marine Corps’ Toys for
Tots program kicked off
early this year at the WFLS
Fest⁄Craig Morgan concert
at the Mercedes Pavilion in
Fredericksburg on Aug. 21.

Members of the 4th Light
Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, the collecting unit
for the Quantico campaign,
greeted concertgoers and
mingled with the crowd
before the show accepting
donated toys.

Sgt. Terri L. Kopetzke, a
29-year-old clarinet player
from the Quantico Band,
started the concert by singing
the National Anthem.
Quantico’s ceremonial pla-
toon presented the colors to
the crowd as she sang.

Following the opening
ceremony, Lt. Gen. H. Pete
Osman, president and
CEO of the Toys for Tots
Foundation, presented a
special memento to radio
personality Jessica Moore,
thanking WFLS for their
support of Quantico’s
campaign. WFLS radio
provides public service
announcements through-
out the holiday season and
broadcasts live from
Spotsylvania Town Center,
resulting in the collection
of several hundred toys.
This year’s broadcast is
scheduled for Dec. 12.

The program, which
normally collects toys from

See TOYS, A6

See SNIPERS, A8

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

First Lt. Gustavo Martinez, the commanding officer of Company K, 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, talks with Afghan role players at a key leader engagement
during their final exercise at Landing Zone Penguin here Sept. 4. Each compa-
ny in the battalion was assigned different areas of operations during the four-day
FINEX and was responsible for the safety and well-being of each area’s village.

3/7 wraps up training at MCMWTC with FINEX
CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

MARINE CORPS MOUN-
TAIN WARFARE TRAINING
CENTER BRIDGEPORT, Calif.
– The Marines and sailors of 3rd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
wrapped up their training evolu-
tion at Marine Corps Mountain
Warfare Training Center
Bridgeport, Calif., with a final exer-
cise Sept. 1 through Sunday.

The FINEX was a culmina-
tion of the past three weeks of
training the battalion conducted
here, which included mountain
mobility training and Afghan cul-
ture classes.

Each company in the battalion
was assigned to areas of operations
throughout the training center.

Company K was assigned to
cover six-kilometer area of
operations filled with  fields,

streams and thick woods, known
as Landing Zone Penguin.

The company was responsi-
ble for the security and well-
being of the inhabitants of a
small, simulated village located in
the heart of the LZ surrounded
by enemy insurgent activity, and
faced several issues like con-
struction and water needs.

First Lt. Gustavo Martinez, the
commanding officer of Co. K,
said the villagers did not welcome
the Marines’ presence at first, but
quickly grew to understand his
company was there to help.

“The biggest thing I learned
from this training was the cultural
aspects of the Afghans, and the
do’s and don’ts with the Afghan
role players, said Martinez, a
Stockton, Calif., native.

Martinez took part in several

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Capt. Justin Sharpe, the executive officer of Company C, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, holds his 8-month-old son,
Julian, after returning home to the Combat Center’s Victory Field Tuesday. Sharpe, a native of Mabton, Wash., was deployed to Iraq’s
Al Anbar Province for the past seven months in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

See FINEX, A5

CLB-7, 3rd LAR come home to warm welcome
CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN  AANNDD  
PPFFCC..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENTS

It was a chilly, damp Sunday morning when the
Marines and sailors exited the bus — a stark
contrast to the sweltering climate the service
members from Combat Logistics Battalion 7
had grown accustomed to during their eight-
month deployment to Iraq.

Later in the week, nearly 80 personnel from
3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
also returned home but weren’t as lucky. They
returned in the middle of the day to temperatures
similar to those of they remembered from Iraq.

Nearly 100 Marines and sailors from CLB-
7 returned to the Combat Center’s Victory
Field Sunday morning amid a sea of welcome-
home banners, balloons and smiling faces.
Tuesday afternoon found a similar crowd
flooding the field as 3rd LAR Marines and
sailors were welcomed home to the waiting
arms of friends and families.

CLB-7 deployed in February with a mis-
sion to provide security to the area surround-
ing Camp Korean Village in Western Iraq until
the Army could take control in early July, said
1st Sgt. Michael Miller, the senior enlisted
Marine with CLB-7.

During their deployment, CLB-7 also pro-
vided logistical support for other deployed
units, and supplied fuel, food and water to the
camp, said Gunnery Sgt. Jeffrey Hardy, the
family readiness officer for CLB-7.

The battalion then shifted its operations to
Al Asad where they continued to provide secu-
rity until their return.

“It feels great to be home,” said 1st Lt. Vonn

See HOME, A8



AACCRROOSSSS
1. James who  played 

Sonny Corleone
5. Grad student’s  mentor
9. Shopaholic  heaven
13.Farmland division
14.Last Olds ever made
15.Diva’s showstopper
16.Jim-dandy
18.Boardwalk payment
19.Bard’s before
20.“Cogito, __ sum”
21.All you own
23.Veiled dancer
25.Anthem starter
26.Alcoholics Anonymous,

e.g.
32.Grinch’s creator
35.Celestial ram
36.NFLer, e.g.
37.Snorkel’s bulldog
38.Lou Grant portrayer Ed
39.Toy blocks brand

40.Gobbled down
41.Sir __ John
42.Portraitist’s prop
43.Chinese-American 

cuisine assortments
46.Places to graze
47.Some postcard scenes
51.Trendy travelers
54.Proofreader’s “keep it”
56.“__ you nuts?”
57.Oodles
58.Drink offered to one 

who is departing
61.Mucky stuff
62.“... your cake and__, too”
63.Country’s McEntire
64.Frat party need
65.Top point
66.List-ending abbr.
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Observation Post

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private
firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or the
United States Marine Corps, under exclusive written contract with the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the mil-
itary services. Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the United States government,
the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements,
does not constitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing
of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, MCAGCC,
Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicat-
ed are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public
Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during normal working hours
at (760) 830-6213 or FAX (760) 830-5474. The Observation Post is
made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Perry Mason tales
2. MDX and RDX 

automaker
3. Cosmetician Adrien
4. Bridal bio word
5. Free advertisement
6. Defaulter’s loss
7. Smelter input
8. Timber harvester
9. Joan of Arc, notably
10.Sphere of interest
11.Dryer fuzz
12.After the buzzer
14.One selling TVspots
17.Tale-spinning uncle
22.Caves in
24.__ buco (veal dish)
25.Familiarize, in a way
27.Orzo and ziti
28.End of a Ripley catch 

phrase
29.Unlocks, to a bard

30.Twist the arm of
31.“The Hustler” game
32.It’s sold in bars
33.Rebuke from Caesar
34.The Miners’ sch.
38.Completely clueless
39.Glasgow gal
41.Olympian’s blade
42.Verdi aria
44.Belfast’s province
45.Tennis great Chris
48.“Don’t play,” on a score
49.Resort isle off

Venezuela
50.Flower part
51.Part of a doorway
52.Nobelist Wiesel
53.Ran like heck
54.Spot on the Web
55.“For kids” cereal
59.Kegger hardware
60.Prefix with med or law

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Jennifer Hyde
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Sales associate
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: Run register and assist cus-
tomers
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  jjoobb??
“I like all the people I work with.”
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  AAcchhiieevveemmeennttss:: Has com-
pleted two years in college
HHoobbbbiieess:: Rock climbing, motorcycling,
watching movies
MMiilliittaarryy  AAffffiilliiaattiioonn:: Husband is a Marine
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: One year

1 2 3
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[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA99]]

Hot Topics

CCHHAANNGGEESS  TTOO  SSCCHHOOOOLL
BBUUSS  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTTAATTIIOONN

Effective immediately, students who
are eligible to receive home-to-school
transportation are those students in
kindergarten through sixth grade who
live at least two miles from the school
of their enrollment. Students in sev-
enth and eighth who live at least two-
and-a-half miles from the school of
their enrollment, and students in grades
nine through 12 who live at least three
miles from their school of enrollment
are also eligible.

FFIIRREE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  CCHHIILLII
LLUUNNCCHH

Tickets are now on sale for the
Combat Center Fire Department’s
12th Annual Chili Lunch. This year’s
lunch will be held Oct. 9 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Tickets cost $2 and are good
for your choice of a hot dog or a bowl
of chili. Blood Mobile will be on site
and those who donate a pint of blood
will receive a free ticket. Bring the kids
– a Jupiter Jump, free popcorn and
balloons will be provided. Call 830-
5239 to request tickets.

CCAALLLL  FFOORR  AARRTTIISSTTSS
The Morongo Basin Transit
Authority has extended its “Call for
Artists” deadline is Thursday to sub-
mit applications and proposals to
create a public art installation at the
Twentynine Palms Transit Center,
which is due to begin construction
this fall. The new open-air bus load-
ing and transfer station at the corner
of Adobe Road and Cactus Avenue
will feature desert landscaping,
shade trees, bus shelters, and walk-
ways, and will have a prominent area
for an outdoor public art installation
at the corner. For more information,
call Joe Meer at MBTA at 366-2986
or project coordinator Danny Chow
at 949-367-2850.

This Day in 
Marine Corps History

Sept. 11, 2001

Marines participate in rescue opera-
tions at the Pentagon in Washington,

D.C., following a suicide jetliner attack
by al Qaeda hijackers.

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22000099  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

NNaammee:: Cpl. Melissa Crane
UUnniitt:: Headquarters Battalion

Crane was riding her Suzuki GSXR 600
in Las Vegas on May 18, when she
blacked out while riding through a
winding stretch of Caldwell Bay Road.
She and her new bike plunged over an
embankment, and she suffered a bro-
ken neck, a broken shoulder blade and
a severely bruised heel. The bike was
totaled.

Her memory of the crash is a fog. It’s
suspected that she passed out due to heat
exhaustion while riding. She couldn’t
remember whether or not she drank any water that morning.

Regardless of her injuries, Crane was determined to ride again, and
ordered a new motorcycle a few days after she was discharged from
the hospital.

Last week she completed the Basic Rider Course on base, and
showed no signs of timidity whatsoever. Several of the other class
members remarked about her confidence. But even she admits that
her skills are not yet where she’d like them to be, particularly in the low
speed maneuvers.

She’s a strong proponent of the Basic Rider Course, and intends to
enroll in the Military Sport Bike Course in a few months. According to
Crane, “The course offers an opportunity for new riders to practice
correctly, instead of developing bad habits.”

For further information about the Basic Rider Course, the
Experienced Rider Course or the Military Sport Bike Rider Course,
contact the Base Safety Office at 830-4752 or 830-6154.

Crash survivor attends BRC

Semper Moto CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

1ST BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT,
WEAPONS COMPANY

“A‘69 Chevy,
because I saw

one in high school that
was so loud, it set off

car alarms.”

LANCE CPL. GRIFFIN TURNER

3RD BATTALION, 11TH MARINE REGIMENT
BATTERY M

“AJeep Grand
Cherokee, a

luxury SUV that can go
offroading.”

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily those of the OBSERVATION POST,
the Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

If you could have any type of car,
what would it be?

CPL. LYNELL SMITH

2ND LT. JOHN HENDERSON

7TH MARINE REGIMENT, 
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

“AShelby GT 500
because it’s

American muscle.”

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

School Liaison Question of the Week
QQuueessttiioonn:: How can I assess my child to make sure
they won’t be behind when we move back east?

AAnnsswweerr:: You can use assessments online which
are linked to National Standards. This will allow
you to see if your child is learning the same math
problems as a student in North Carolina or
Virginia. The program is online at
http://www.soarathome.org

For more information, please contact 
smbplmsmccsschoolliaison@usmc.mil or call 830-1574.



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

A Combat Center mess hall
has been recognized once
again as one of the best in the
Marine Corps.

Phelps Hall, which is
named after the late Lance
Cpl. Chance R. Phelps with
Battery L, 3rd Battalion, 11th
Marine Regiment, is a runner-
up for the management and
mess attendants contract cat-
egory of the annual Maj.
Gen. William Pendleton
Thomas Hill Award.

Phelps Hall became eligi-
ble for the W.P.T. Hill Award,
which is divided into garrison
and field mess categories,
after claiming the title of Best
of the West Award July 6, a
similar competition limited to
installations on the continen-
tal West Coast.

The award is granted to
any Marine Corps mess hall
after examinations of the
facilities determine its cleanli-
ness, management, adminis-
tration, and overall function,
said Gunnery Sgt. Alfredo
Salgado, a quality assurance
evaluator with Company B,
Headquarters Battalion.

Phelps Hall was a runner-
up for the W.P.T. Hill Award
in 2006 for the same reason
they are now; their superior
performance in food prepara-
tion and sanitation, safety,
administration, training, and
quality service.

Now, they have another
chance to claim the award
after beating out Marine
Corps Air Station Miramar,
Calif., MCAS Yuma, Ariz.,
Marine Corps Depot San
Diego, and Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

“We’ll be getting a formal
inspection at the end of
October to determine if we
win the award,” said Salgado,
an Aurora, Ill., native.

Salgado said he believes
the Phelps Hall “machine”
runs so smoothly due to
exceptional team work.

“There’s great teamwork
between our Marines and the
contractors,” he said. “They
come together and do what
they need to in order to pro-
duce good food for Marines.”

Gunnery Sgt. David
Young, a fellow quality assur-
ance evaluator, said he feels
confident about the upcom-
ing inspection in October
since he believes the facility’s
day-to-day operations would
satisfy inspectors.

“During [the inspection],
they’ll continue to do what
they have been doing,” said
Young, a Lordsburg, N.M.,
native. “They pay attention
to details.”

Tim Fortik, the Phelps
Hall general manager, said
he has not had the pleasure
of preparing the facility for
this type of competition
since his arrival to the
Combat Center.

“I’m looking forward to
advancing this place to the
next level and securing that
title,” Fortik said. “There’s so
much consistency here, and
great ownership of work
between the Marines and
Sodexo contractors. There’s a
nice ambiance and spirit of
teamwork.”

The Marines seem to feed
off the competition just as
much, if not more, than
their superiors.

Sgt. Steven Ramsey, a
chief cook with Co. B,
Headquarters Bn., said all the
Marines could feel the impact
of a little healthy competition
and recognition.

“It’s really good to know
that all the hard work we put
in every day does pay off,”
said the Stockton, Calif.,
native. “As a cook, you don’t
always get bank for the work
you do, and getting this
award lets us know we are
doing a good job. This is our
chance to shine.”

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 1111,,  22000099 AA33

Combat Center mess hall named one of best in Corps

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Lance Cpl. Matthew Zajac, a food service specialist with Company B, Headquarters
Battalion, prepares yams for lunch at Phelps Hall Wednesday. Phelps Hall is a run-
ner-up for the Maj. Gen. William Pendleton Thomas Hill Award for superior perform-
ance in sanitation, food preparation, and overall quality.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJEERREEMMIIAAHH  HHAANNDDEELLAANNDD

A Sodexo employee serves submarine sandwiches to hungry patrons at the Combat
Center’s Lance Cpl. Chance R. Phelps mess hall Sept. 2. Phelps Hall was recognized
as a runner-up for the W.P.T. Hill Award because of the facility’s overall efficiency.

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Cpl. Austin Nelson, a food service specialist with Co. B,
Headquarters Bn., prepares food for lunch at Phelps Hall
Sept. 2.The Combat Center mess hall was recognized as
one of the best in the Marine Corps for performing day-
to-day tasks so well.



CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
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The Combat Center’s
Commissary will host a case
lot sale event from Thursday
to Sept. 19 lasting from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sept. 20
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. to give
Combat Center personnel a
chance to buy more goods
for less money.

This sale, which is the sec-
ond one this year, takes place
at other Defense Commissary
Agency installations world-
wide twice a year, said Cindy
Fultz, the store director.

“We typically call these
sidewalk sales,” she said.
“These sales are a chance for
companies to sell bulk items
of their products.”

Sale items such as canned
goods, vegetables, health and
beauty products, cleaning
supplies, bottled water and
carbonated drinks, breakfast
items, condiments, pet food
and more can be bought in

bulk anywhere between 17 to
50 percent off the regular
prices while supplies last, said
Andrea Largent, the commis-
sary general manager and
outreach coordinator.

This year, the commissary
will take a different approach
to its “sidewalk” sales so cus-
tomers will not have to
endure long exposure to the
desert heat to benefit from
the limited-time savings.

Bulk items that are nor-
mally staged outside the
building on the sidewalks in
front will now be set up
under the shaded area out-
side the commissary doors,
with display items of all
products set up on tables
with price tags.

“Customers can just walk
around taking note of what
they want in the comfort of
the shade,” Fultz said. “Then
they approach the cashier
with their list and they are
charged right there. While
employees are off pulling

down the things they
requested, the customer can
pull their car around to the
curb.”

Erika Simmons, wife of
incoming 1st Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment command-
ing officer Lt. Col. Todd
Simmons, said she would
gladly take advantage of the
upcoming sale.

“I would go for the con-
venience of buying in bulk
here instead of having to
travel further away to a Sam’s
Club or Costco,” she said.
“Plus, it’s great savings.”

The commissary is sched-
uled to offer the sale again
around May and September
of next year, Fultz said.

For more information
about upcoming commissary
events and sales, visit the
Web site http://www.com-
missaries.com, view the com-
missary quarterly newsletter
posted near the entrance of
the store, or call 830-7572,
extension 3006.

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

America recognizes Sept. 18
as Retiree Appreciation Day,
but one day of honoring
America’s retirees won’t cut it
at the Combat Center.

The Combat Center has
set aside the month of
September to honor military
retirees through various
events aboard the installation
beginning Aug. 27 and lasting
through Oct. 2.

During this month, retirees
and their spouses and widows
are invited to participate in
events and activities such as
shopping week, golf week,

bowling week, and a closing
ceremony at Lance Cpl.
Torrey L. Gray Field.

Larry Stratton, the personal
readiness and community sup-
port branch head for Marine
Corps Community Services
and a retired master sergeant,
said he is glad to provide this
opportunity to other retired
military members.

“We, MCCS, exist to
support our active duty per-
sonnel, and it is only right
to also serve those who
made the military a career
and sacrificed so much for
all of us and our country,”
said the Marysville, Calif.,
native. “Retirees are a large
part of our community
here in Twentynine Palms
and they continue to serve
in many different capacities
– serving our community,
our service members and
our country.”

A meeting was put togeth-
er by MCCS director Kathy
Catlin and MCCS marketing
director Kathryn Crank to
exchange ideas for the
retirees’ activities and events,
Stratton said.

The first event, a kickoff
brief held at building 1707
Aug. 27, gave retirees oppor-
tunities to explore what
events they can expect during
the month.

“As a retired Marine, it
makes me feel appreciated
and lets me know that I am
not forgotten,” Stratton said
about the events.

First, retirees were given a
10 percent discount on any
one purchase from the Marine
Corps Exchange this week.

For those who enjoy gam-
bling, a Texas Hold ‘em
Poker Tournament was
offered at Hashmarks Staff
Noncommissioned Officers’

Club Thursday.
Next week, retirees can take

a swing at the Desert Winds
Retiree Golf Tournament,
complete with snack bar
coupons good for the entire
week. The golf week event will
come to an elegant close Sept.
18 with an evening dance.

Retirees can then roll into
a free night of bowling at
Sandy Hill Lanes Sept. 22.
Participants will also receive
coupons for buy one game,
get two free, as well as snack
bar discounts.

A closing ceremony at
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray
Field will take place Oct. 2, fea-
turing an evening colors cere-
mony, a concert by the Combat
Center Band and a scheduled
welcome brief from the new
Combat Center Commanding
General (select) Brig. Gen.
Herman S. Clardy III.

Louis Green, a retired

Navy master chief petty offi-
cer who volunteers at the
Combat Center’s Village
Center Retired Activities
Office, said a few events have
really caught his eye.

“I’m a golfer, so the
coupon and social event at
the golf course definitely
interests me,” said Green,
who retired in 1987, and
moved to the Twentynine
Palms area to be with family
and near a military installa-
tion. “I think this is the first
time I’ve seen a month-long
retiree appreciation month
in any military service. I
think its wonderful to have
something that hasn’t really
happened as much in the
past. There are a lot of
retired people in the area
who are here for the same
reason I’m here.”

Retired colonel Philip
Cisneros, a volunteer for the
Retired Activities Office, and
a president of the
Twentynine Palms Water

District board of directors,
retired from the Combat
Center in 1993. He has since
stayed very active in the mili-
tary community, he said.

“I already got an envelope
with the month’s schedule in
it, and I really appreciate
this,” he said. “I know the
other retirees in the commu-
nity appreciate it also.”

Cisneros said in the past,
retiree appreciation events at
the Combat Center were lim-
ited to one day aboard the
installation and included a
few events off-base.

“The command would do
an opening ceremony with
the band, the general would
speak and they would have
equipment set up on display,”
Cisneros recalled.

Cisneros said he remem-
bers how the event was can-
celed one year, and continued
in that fashion until now.

“Retirees are a part of the
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 56750 Mountain View Trail
 Yucca Valley • 365-6331

 1st Service 9:30 AM w/Sunday School 
 2nd Service 11:00 AM w/Adult Bible Study 

 Bible Studies, Choir
 A Friendly and Loving Congregation!

 Desert Hills  Presbyterian  Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am & 11:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 LIVING UNDER THE SON

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 JESUS HOUSE OF PRAYER
 Calvary Chapel Fellowship

 Pastor Joey & Carol Joseph
 6415 Outpost Road Joshua Tree

 Sunday Services 9am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
 call (760)366-7420

  Website: JHOPCC. ORG

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of 

 God will never 

 take you where 

 the grace of

 God will not 

 protect you . ”

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla
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 ★

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Lucky Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 New Beginning 
 Community Church

 Pastor Lynn Gary Thompson
 Christ Centered Church

 Sunday School - 9:30 am Adult & Youth
 Worship Service - 10:30 am

 Music & Fun - 6:00 pm
 55922 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 760-910-5261

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla
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 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

 Ready for a change?
 Check out

         Same Jesus, Same Message, Different Attitude
 Worship with a coffee house atmosphere

 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
 Located directly across from the JT Saloon on Hwy. 62 and

  Center St. in the heart of Joshua Tree
 366-8429 / One80jt@hotmail.com

September dubbed Retirees Month at Combat Center

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Hygiene products are only a few of the several commissary items which will be sold in
bulk during the upcoming Combat Center Commissary case lot sale Thursday to Sept.
19 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sept. 20 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

See RETIRED, A9

Upcoming commissary sale promises bulk savings
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(FWD) 

AL ASAD AIR BASE, Iraq
— Corpsmen from Combat
Logistics Battalion 7’s bat-
talion aid station, have been
conducting medical training
with the 7th Iraqi Army
Division at Camp Mejid,
Iraq, the IA base which is
located aboard Al Asad Air
Base since the battalion
arrived in February 2009.

Once a week, Petty
Officer 3rd Class Jennifer
Ybarra and Petty Officer 3rd
Class Vincent Hernandez,
two hospital corpsmen
with CLB-7’s BAS, and
Senior Chief Petty Officer
Rey De La Cruz, the senior
enlisted leader at the BAS,
conduct classes with the IA
medical staff.

The purpose for the med-
ical partnership is to upgrade
the knowledge and skills of
the Iraqi army medical per-
sonnel and prepare them for

the departure of U.S. forces,
said De La Cruz.

Classes have been
taught on a range of top-
ics, such as swine flu,
sports injuries, burns, bat-
tle wounds, fractures, mass
casualty drills and sexually
transmitted diseases.

Each training session is
conducted in a standard
classroom environment
using manuals that are
translated into Arabic and
with the assistance of an
Arabic interpreter, who
ensures the Iraqi soldiers
comprehend the informa-
tion being presented.

Following the classroom
instruction, Iraqi soldiers
conduct practical application
to make sure they are fully
grasping the basic concepts
and can also apply it to a real-
life situation.

“A lot of times [the
Iraqis] will be able to explain
to you how to perform a
specific task, but when we
actually practice the proce-
dure and physically do it,

they are not able to per-
form,” Ybarra said.

Although there are still
some areas in need of
improvement, the corpsmen
said the Iraqi soldiers are mak-
ing a great deal of progress.

“When we were teaching
a class on primary and sec-
ondary assessment of a
casualty, there was an Iraqi
soldier who, we could tell,
knew what he was doing and
was able to explain each step
as he did it,” De La Cruz
said. “We were impressed
with all the things he
remembered. Those are the
guys we really know want to
learn and want to do well in
this field.”

One of the major points
the corpsmen stress to the
Iraqis is the importance of
having a standard procedure
for every situation.

“In the U.S., medical is
universal,” De La Cruz said.
“Anywhere you go the proce-
dures will be done almost
exactly the same. Here they
are each taught a different

way of doing things.”
To help the Iraqi soldiers

accomplish standard operat-
ing medical procedures they
are given pamphlets translat-
ed into Arabic to keep on file
for reference.

“We hope that as we leave
the country, they will be a
more organized military and
will be able to operate on
their own,” De La Cruz said.
“They need to develop a self-
dependency as they look to
improve their military.
Without a good medical sys-
tem that will be difficult to
accomplish.”

Combat Logistics Battalion
46 intends to continue the
medical partnership when
CLB-7 completes their
deployment.
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 The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms is 
 currently hiring civilian police officers.  Positions available include Patrol 
 Officer, Military Working Dog Handler, Patrol Supervisor, Field Training 
 Officer, Watch Commander, and many others.

 Patrol Officer Salary:  $34,191 - $55,058
 BENEFITS:
 •Annual uniform allowance • Night differential and Sunday premium pay
 •Annual vacation and sick leave plans • Access to fitness centers
 •Access to base child care • Health and life insurance
 •Federal Employees Retirement System
 REQUIREMENTS:
 •Minimum of 1 year law enforcement or security experience or educational 
 equivalent
 •Must successfully complete pre-employment screening and USMC Police 
 Academy
 HOW TO APPLY:
 For complete information on this opportunity, visit the program’s website: 
 www.usmccle.com
 All U.S. Citizens may apply at:  www.usajobs.gov
 Veterans, Prior Service, Current Federal and Appointment Eligibles may 
 apply at:   https://chart.donhr.navy.mil

 T w ent y nine Pa lm s , C A

Corpsmen help increase Iraqi
Army medical capabilities

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. MMEELLIISSSSAA  AA.. LLAATTTTYY

Petty Officer 3rd Class Jennifer Ybarra, a hospital corpsman with Combat Logistics Battalion 7’s battalion aid sta-
tion, observes as a member of the 7th Iraqi Army Division’s medical staff practices wrapping an ankle sprain at
Camp Mejid, Iraq, Aug. 24. Corpsmen from CLB-7’s BAS have been conducting training with the IA medical staff
since the battalion’s arrival in February.

CCPPLL.. RR.. LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE

Marines with Company K, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, set
their rifles and helmets aside, but within reach, during a
key leader engagement Sept. 4.

key leader engagements with
the village elders to discuss
the issues facing the village
and said he admired the way
Afghans conduct meetings.

“One thing I found
interesting was how the eld-
ers never cut straight to
business,” he said. “We
always asked about family,
friends and other things
before we talked about the
village’s problems.”

Sgt. Nick Brandau, an
instructor with the Unit
Training Group here, said
Martinez and the rest of
the company stood out
from other companies in
the battalion.

“Everything went well
with [Co. K],” said
Brandau, a Topeka, Kan.,
native. “They set up securi-
ty well in and around the
village, and worked really
well with the villagers to
establish teamwork.”

Not everything went so
smoothly for other compa-
nies in the battalion.

In another village, a fire-

fight broke out, which
ended in civilian casualties.
Word of the incident quick-
ly reached the villagers in
LZ Penguin, but was put to
rest by Martinez during an
early morning meeting with
the village elders.

“You can’t apologize for
the actions of war,” said
Martinez after the meeting.
“You can only justify your
actions. If we apologized
for our mistakes we’d never
get anywhere.”

Pfc. Eric Harsy, a rifle-
man with Co. K, said he
enjoyed the different types
of training he received here.

“I really liked learning the
subtle differences between
the Iraqi and Afghan peo-
ple,” said Harsy, a Madison,
Wis., native. “The survival
classes and mountain mobili-
ty classes were all good train-
ing, but I’ll be happy to be
back in Twentynine Palms.”

The battalion made its
way back to the Combat
Center Wednesday, and is
slated to continue training
for an upcoming deploy-
ment next year.

FINEX, from A1
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 Ticket Price $80.00 - includes....
 Dinner for Two  at the Joshua Tree Community Center

 6171 Sunburst Road, Joshua Tree
 Saturday, September 12, 2009

 5:30 P.M. Cocktails - 6:30 P.M. Dinner 7:00 P.M. Drawing Begins
  TICKETS GOING FAST! ONLY 200 TICKETS FOR SALE!

 The last ticket drawn wins $2,500 CASH for your Dream Vacation!
 Winners need not be present

 FOR INFORMATION OR TO BE A SPONSOR, CALL 366-1308

 Com e see w hat m a kes 
 Hospice so specia l

 Dress - Casual, or come dressed 
 for your Dream Vacation to be 

 eligible for a Special Prize

 HOSPICE OF MORONGO BASIN

 ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
 DINNER AND BENEFIT DRAWING

 61771 29 Palms Hwy.
 Joshua Tree

 366-8877

 Dr. Yin M. Chien D.D.S.

 Most PPO and 
 Military Insurances 

 Accepted

 BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED TURNKEY 
 29 PALMS HOME

 $115,000
 0 DOWN / 0 CLOSING COSTS

 0 MOVES YOU IN
 3 BEDROOMS/2BATHS • CHOCOLATE DROP AREA

 • New Kitchen with New Stainless Steel Appliances: 
 Frig./Stove/Dishwasher/Microwave

 • New Bathrooms, Inside Laundry Room
 •New Electrical, New Roof, New Plumbing,

 • New Furnace, New Septic, New Swamp Cooler, New, New, New!
 • New Tile Floors Throughout

 • New Carpet in Bedrooms, Ceiling Fans In All Rooms!

 Your Monthly Rent Pays The Mortgage!
 Jon Mohler

 760-272-9189

October through December,
began collecting toys early
this year in an attempt to
provide more toys to those
in need. The extra month of
collection should help
encourage more donations
since more children will like-
ly be in need due to the eco-
nomic recession.

Those who would like to
donate a new, unwrapped
toy should contact Staff
Sgt. Christopher Gordon.
Business owners interested
in making their business a
Toys for Tots drop-off
location should also contact
Gordon. He can be reached
at 703-784-4247.

Marine Corps Reserve
units have been collecting

toys since 1947 with the
support of the Marine Toys
for Tots Foundation, an
IRS-approved, non-profit
public charity.

For more information
about the Toys for Tots
Foundation, or to make a cash
donation by way of credit
card, visit http://www.toys
fortots.org.

TOYS, from A1

L00KING
for local 

entertainment?
See page B2 for our
LIBERTY CALL

section

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Maj. Gen. Charles M. Gurganus, the commanding general for the Combat Center,
chats with a Marine during his final farewell to Combat Center noncommissioned
officers at the Combat Center’s Bloodstripes NCO Club. Gurganus is scheduled to
relinquish command of the Combat Center to Brig. Gen. Herman S. Clardy III, dur-
ing a change-of-command ceremony Sept. 24.

CG bids fond farewell to NCOs
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800.827.2946 � www.FantasySpringsResort.com

Exit I-10 at Golf Center Parkway

Don’t Miss it!
TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE

SAT., SEPT. 12, 8PM

The deadline for submit-
ting Trader ads is noon
Wednesday, for the
upcoming Friday’s paper.
Trader Ad Forms are available

at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during normal
working hours at Bldg. 1417.

Ads may also be submitted
through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an
@usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a
family member and do not have
an @usmc.mil address you can
go to the PAO page of the base

Web site at: http://www.29
palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish
an ad.  

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two
ads per household and the
Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified
ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by
and for individuals autho-
rized to use this service.
Such ads must represent
incidental exchanged not of
sustained business nature.  

AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll
nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee
CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale”
ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad

approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Cen-
ter Trader is not used for com-
mercial real estate endeavors.

Ads are run on a first-come,
first-serve, space available
basis.  If you have questions
please call 830-3762.

Combat Center Trader Ads
AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

11991166  BBUUIICCKK  DD--4455.. Needs com-
plete restoration. Many additional
hard-to-find parts to help with the
project. Call 367-3326 for more
info. $6,700. 9/11/09

11998899  JJEEEEPP  WWRRAANNGGLLEERR.. New
rebuilt engine, new head, new
fuel pump, new seats, new tires.
Call 367-3326 for more info.
$5,500 OBO. 9/11/09

22000011  DDOODDGGEE  DDUURRAANNGGOO..
119,000 miles, new brakes, DVD
stereo system, runs strong.
$5,000. 266-1193. 8/28/09

22000022  3322--FFOOOOTT  FFIIFFTTHH  WWHHEEEELL..
$10,500. one superslide and one
bedroom slide. Immaculate shape,
sleeps four, two TV’s, stereo,
microwave, oven, dining table and
chairs. Two rockers. Located on
lemon lot on base, call Bo 819-
1677. 8/14/09

22000066  YYAAMMAAHHAA  RRAAPPTTOORR.. White and
grey. Five speed with auto reverse.
Low hours. Looks great. $3,500. Call
Tammy 285-1603. 7/24/09 

11999977  WWHHIITTEE  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM  11550000
CCLLUUBB  CCAABB.. 2-Door, 4x4 with a 6”
suspension superlift, 35” off-road
oversized tires and a paging
truck alarm. Many more extras.
Asking $8,000 OBO. (cell) 819-
3578 or (home) 367-5443.
7/10/09

MMIISSCC..                                                           __________          

SSEEAARRSS  KKEENNMMOORREE  RREEFFRRIIGGEERRAA--
TTOORR.. 2001 white. $300. 369-7306.
9/4/09

SSNNCCOO  EEVVEENNIINNGG  MMEESSSS  DDRREESSSS
WWIITTHH  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHEEVVRROONNSS
4422RR.. Trousers 34, all accessories
included. Like new; worn only twice
1/2 price $400 OBO. Blues jacket
41R anodized buttons. Two trousers
one 33R/30L. $50 for all three. Call
208-899-3021. 9/4/09

BBRREEAAKKFFRROONNTT  CCHHIINNAA  CCAABBIINNEETT..
Oak finish. 4 glass doors, silver-
ware drawer, storage below, and
glass shelves. $300. 32” TV in
entertainment cabinet $50. Oak
veneer coffee table on casters $15.
Leave message 567-7921. 8/14/09

FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  CCAARRDD  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN..
Many heroes, many teams. Will sell
individual cards or sets or entire col-
lection. Call at 567-7921. 8/14/09

WWAANNTTEEDD--PPIISSTTOOLL.. 45 Caliber, mil-
itary. 367-6030. 8/14/09

PPUURREE  SSIILLVVEERR  MMAARRIINNEE  CCOORRPPSS
CCOOIINN  SSEETT.. 35 years old. Asking
only $1,000. Marine Corps chal-
lenge coins, different prices.
Olympic coins. Large entertain-
ment center. Oak. Must sell. $100.
367-6030. 8/7/09

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

September 15 to Oct. 15 has been rec-
ognized by the nation as Hispanic
Heritage Month, a time for America to
reflect on the impact and importance of
the country’s Hispanic-Americans.

In the Marine Corps, Hispanic
Americans have long played major roles
during historical battles in World Wars I
and II, the Korea Conflict, Vietnam,
and now in Operations Iraqi Freedom
and Enduring Freedom.

A total of 13 Hispanic Marines have
received the military’s highest award,
the Medal of Honor, beginning with
Pvt. France Silva in 1900 for his actions
during the Boxer Rebellion, according
to the Marine Administrative Message
0467/09.

“Hispanic Marines have, and con-
tinue to, proudly serve and protect
American values in the face of danger
during Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Enduring Freedom,” according to the
MARADMIN. “They carry with
them the Corps’ values of honor,
courage and commitment.”

Hispanic Marines represent 15
percent of the Combat Center,

according to a 2008 Marine Corps
Community Services installation
demographic survey.

Hispanics are expected to be the
fastest growing ethnic group over the
next 20 years, having represented more
than eight percent of the Department
of Defense in 2004, according to statis-
tics from the Defense Equal
Opportunity Management Institute.
Since 1993, the DoD has seen a 19 per-
cent increase in Hispanic Marines grow-
ing from 140,000 to 170,000.

“The reason we do special obser-
vances is to give opportunities to small-
er ethnic groups to be recognized for
their contributions to the U.S.,” said
Master Sgt. Al Rose, the Combat Center
and Marine Air Ground Task Force
Training Command equal opportunity
advisor. “I strongly encourage Marines
to learn about other cultures. That
knowledge is a very useful tool in
understanding diversity, preventing
stereotypes and giving perception to
those differences.”

Rose said he believes inclusion of
all Marines and sailors is the secret to
maintaining and promoting unit
camaraderie.

He said a Corps made of diversity-

tolerant Marines is one which will suc-
cessfully focus on missions and enemies
instead of petty differences within the
same brotherhood.

Pvt. Omar Cortez, a traffic manage-
ment specialist with Company B,
Headquarters Battalion, said he felt
honored his heritage was recognized
and celebrated.

“I think it’s awesome that they gave
us the whole month,” said the
Sheboygan, Wis., native. “I’m glad they
actually recognize that we all come from
different backgrounds. This helps us
remember where we come from and
who we are so we don’t lose our roots.”

First Sgt. Nelson A. Hidalgo, the first
sergeant for Co. B, Headquarters Bn.,
said he believes it is important to
remind Marines and sailors who may
feel left out that they are a crucial part of
the warfighting team.

“It’s important we as an institution
recognize and appreciate those of dif-
ferent cultures,” said Hidalgo, a Long
Island, N.Y., native. “Those individuals
also need to never forget that we are all
Americans and Marines foremost.”

To learn more about Hispanic
Heritage Month, refer to MARADMIN
0467/09, or call Rose at 830-4567.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

A poster, created by the Defense Equal Opportunity
Management Institute, depicts the nation’s first Hispanic
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

Combat Center recognizes Hispanic
heritage, contributions to nation



 JOSHUA TREE’S STUNNING
 MULTI-PURPOSE EVENT CENTER!

 • WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS
 • PARTIES • MUSIC GIGS

 • ART SHOWS • OPEN MIC NITES
 • CATERED EVENTS • MEETINGS

 WEDDING PACKAGES AVAILABLE!
 JOSHUETREEBUSINESSCENTER.COM

 CALL STEVE FOR BOOKINGS (760) 902-9366

Deguzman, the third platoon
commander for Support
Company with CLB-7. “It
doesn’t even smell like Lake
Bandini this morning.”

While deployed, the Marines
and sailors of 3rd LAR con-
ducted security patrols through-
out the Al Asad region in Iraq
while ensuring all the light
armored reconnaissance gear
and equipment was returned
state-side.

“We are the last LAR bat-
talion to be deployed to Iraq,”
said 1st Sgt. Raymond Clark,
the staff noncommissioned
officer in charge of 3rd LAR’s
remain behind element. “It is
important that as the war in
Iraq winds down the Iraqi
people see the Marines in a
non-attacking, supportive role
to their nation.”

As the family members and
friends waited for their loved
ones, they made a sign with
the printed names and traced
handprints of all the children
of the Wolfpack Marines.
Above the handprints was a
message that read, “Welcome
home Wolfpack, from the
Wolfpups.”

There were also 21 new-
born babies in the crowd who
were waiting to meet their
fathers for the first time.

During the deployment,
family members received sup-
port from Jillian King, 3rd
LAR’s family readiness officer.

“We started preparing for
their homecoming before they
even deployed,” said the
Rapid City, S.D., native. “We
held monthly meetings, sup-
port groups, legal briefs, and
informational briefs that cov-
ered everything a wife may
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 “Where you’re treated like a frien d  ”

 56410 29 Palm s H w y., 
 Yu cca Valley, C A
 (7 60) 365-37 00

 Full Service Salon

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 NELSON HEATING & AIR
 Service • Repair • Installation
 760-367-3142

 Proudly serving the Morongo Basin since 1973
 Lic. #820812C20

 I am a tough minded optimist who is also a 
 realist.  I mean that I have an understanding 
 with my soul as to what realism means to me.

 For one thing, realism is degraded when it slips 
 down into the idea that only ugly things are 
 real.  Some people are so afraid of being 
 sentimental and idealistic that they manage 
 their thinking and their living as some people 
 write their novels, as though sewers were the 
 only real things and mountain streams were 
 not real too.

 Sewers  are  real but so are our seemingly 
 timeless San Gorgonio mountains and so is 
 the majestic snow capped San Jacinto peak.

 Slums, of course,  are  real but so are the 
 thousands of humble and love-filled homes that 
 populate our High Desert.

 The late Sydney Harris wrote:  “Reality is 
 sitting on a moonlit pierat midnight and 
 dangling your feet in the water.  Reality is 
 toasting marshmallows over an open fire and 
 singing the old, almost forgotten songs of 
 camp days.”

 Finally, my friends, remember that while the 
 mighty Goliath was real, so was young David 
 with his sling shot.  And while Adolph Hitler 
 was real so was Winston Churchill.  And while 
 teenagers who use illegal drugs and form 
 street gangs are real, so are the many 
 hundreds of bright and wholesome young 
 people who attend our schools in the Morongo 
 Basin.

 If people are going to be realists, they should 
 go all the way.

combining force with local
military and public support,
the designated marksman
teams operate in the shad-
ows, far from the public eye.

“The sniper’s job is differ-
ent,” said Lance Cpl. Russell
Injerd, an assistant team
leader with 3rd LAR “While
the team leader plans the
missions, the assistant team
leader is the supervisor.
Having a job like this means
that not only do you operate
in the shadows, but you also
work to ensure that when
others are busy, you’re filling
in the gaps.”

It is these qualities that
Marines within the DMTs
have found themselves lik-
ing most.

“I love operating; I mean
really, what is there to not
like,” said Estremera. “I
mean yes, the sand fleas tear
you up, but at least you know
you’re actually making a dif-
ference. We’ve been able to
stop [people trying] to come
[across the border] illegally.
It’s getting to the point now
where it’s mainly just illegal
cigarette smuggling. We’ve
come a long way.”

One of the more inter-
esting facets of the marks-
man life is the ability to take
creative approaches to mis-
sion accomplishment. This
is something members of
the team feel is not only
essential, but also one of
the more unique elements
of the job.

“The guidance is pretty
general,” said Injerd. “It’s a
good line of work because
you get to be creative with
your mission planning; that’s
something not many units
ever truly get to do.”

A large part of mission
planning is location. Snipers

have the luxury of choosing
where to establish them-
selves and how best to insert.
While other, larger forma-
tions are limited by their loud
engines and shouted squad
commands, the DMTs can
slip in and out once they’ve
decided on where to conduct
their work.

“We usually insert any-
where from one to two kilo-
meters from the operating
zone,” added Injerd. “We’ll
go over the plan, mount up
and then move to wherever
it is that we feel we can
accomplish the mission
most effectively.”

While many movies and
books tend to emphasize the
marksmanship skills of the
Marine sniper and designated
marksman, the men of 3rd
LAR DMTs find that their
true skills are in not having to
fire a shot at all. Much like
policemen around the world,
the snipers are there to gath-
er evidence and gain a visual,

while keeping themselves
unseen.

After the ‘insert’, described
as the trickiest part by Injerd,
the team goes back to one of
the fundamentals of infantry
operations: communications.

“Once we have commu-
nications established, we
check out the area and move
in to our selected [posi-
tion],” explained Injerd.
“From there we set up and
watch out. If we catch the
bad guys committing crimes
like smuggling, we call in
for ground units, and we’re
their eyes until they get to
the area.”

And so, as the needs of
Operation Iraqi Freedom
change, so do the Marine
snipers that are deployed in
support. For even though
the deadliest weapon in the
world may very well be a
Marine and his rifle, the
most versatile weapon
could quite possibly be a
Marine sniper.

SNIPERS, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. JJAASSOONN  HHEERRNNAANNDDEEZZ

Marines with 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion’s designated marksman team go over last-minute
mission planning before conducting operations north of
Sahl Sinjar, Iraq, Aug. 4. The designated marksmen have
been attached to 3rd LAR in order to assist them in count-
er-smuggling and counter-insurgency operations.

HOME, from A1

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE
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 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

need to know. We set up a
mass communication tool
where I contacted the fam-
ilies once a month through-
out the deployment—and
as we started getting dates
for their arrival, I started
contacting them weekly.”

King said the families
were more prepared for
this deployment than any
other previous one due to
the hard work of the
Family Readiness Office
volunteers.

When the Wolfpack
Marines and sailors stepped
off the buses, more than
100 family members flood-
ed toward them, crying with
happiness as they hugged
their loved ones and took
them home.

The first thing Lance
Cpl. Emmanuel Flatto did
when he got off the bus
was grab his pregnant wife
and two-year-old daughter
in a bear hug. He said he
couldn’t wait to eat a home-
cooked meal, but most
importantly, to spend time
with his family.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Sgt. Greyson Escareno, a loadmaster with Combat Logistics Battalion 7, leaves
Victory Field with his family after he and nearly 100 Marines and sailors returned to
the Combat Center Sunday morning from an eight-month deployment to Iraq.



community here and we do
provide mutual support in a
sense,” he said. “The retiree
is a consumer and that means
money in the register that
goes to fund active duty
recreation programs.”

Stratton said he expects
the events this year to be
successful and looks for-
ward to continuing the tradi-
tion next year.

Participants are asked to
bring their retiree identifica-
tion cards to every event.
To learn more, call the
Retired Activities Office at
830-7550, or Stratton at
830-8456.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR 1111,,  22000099 AA99

 STOP
 “ A re you open minded to

 new opportunities?”
 “ A re you open minded to

 new ideas on how to make money?”

 “ A re you a person who is a hard worker?”

 “ N ot afraid to make $20–$100k a month?”

 “ P erfect for doctors to stay at home parents”

 “ I f this is you, then come join our team, 
 the financial reward is off the charts”

 C om e listen  to a  free, n o sa les, n o p ressu re sem in a r on  how the 
 Aq u iler’a  tu rn ed  their life a rou n d  in  ju st a  few short m on ths.

 Da rla  a n d  Jim  Aq u ilera  ha d  a  m u lti-m illion -d olla r b u sin ess for over 
 19 yea rs, The d a y they were in trod u ced  to this sem in a r they were 
 $20,000 overd ra w n  a  the b a n k a n d  1.6 m illion  d olla rs in  d eb t. This 
 recession  a n d  econ om y stole a ll their yea rs of ha rd  work which they 
 n ow ca ll a  “b lessin g ”. “M ore m illion a ries a re m a d e in  ha rd  tim es like 
 these b eca u se it forces p eop le to rein ven t them selves”, sa ys Da rla .

 C om e listen  to their story of how in  less tha n  1 yea r they were a b le 
 to tu rn  it a ll a rou n d . Jim  a n d  Da rla  tra vel the cou n try sha rin g  their 
 story of Hop e a n d  Op p ortu n ity.

 For more information

 Call 888-210-8302

 September 16
 Town of Yucca Valley Community Center

 Ocotillo Room
 57090 29 Palms Hwy.

 Yucca Valley, CA 92284
 7-8 p.m.

 September 19
 Carrow’s Restaurant
 57044 29 Palms Hwy.

 Yucca Valley, CA 92284
 2-3 p.m.

 September 24
 Town of Yucca Valley Community Center

 Yucca Room
 57090 29 Palms Hwy.

 Yucca Valley, CA 92284
 7-8 p.m.

 What Would You Do if You Could:
 •  Have financial security
 •  Pay off your car
 •  Be debit free
 •  Have more time with your children 

 or grandchildren
 •  Live anywhere you wanted
 •  Supplement or replace your income

 If You Are Someone Who:
 •  Is praying hard at night for 

 something new to come your way
 •  Is sick and tired of doing 

 the same thing day in and day out
 •  Has no financial hope for the future 
 •  Is stuck and doesn’t know

 how things will ever turn  around

 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626
 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms

 Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop  Don’t Let The Body Shop 
 You Pick Be  You Pick Be  You Pick Be 

 Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident! Your Next Accident!

 In 29 Palms next to Curves

 361-7998

 JEWELRY
 The largest inventory of fine jewelry in the 

 Morongo Basin with the best prices—
 even the PX Come and see for yourself.

 Jewelry  R epair • Watch Batteries • Ring Sizing
 Rhodium Plating • Cleaning & Polishing

What is Constitution Day? 
HHUUMMAANN  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS
OOFFFFIICCEE

Most Americans know the
Fourth of July is our
nation’s birthday. Far fewer
Americans know Sept. 17 is
the birthday of our govern-
ment, the date in 1787
when delegates of the
Philadelphia Convention
completed and signed the
U.S. Constitution.

The ideas on which
America was founded–com-
mitment to the rule of law,
limited government and the
ideals of liberty, equality and
justice, are embodied in the
Constitution, the oldest writ-
ten constitution of any nation
on Earth. Constitution Day
is intended to celebrate not
only the birthday of our gov-
ernment, but the ideas that
make us Americans.

Senator Robert Byrd of
West Virginia accomplished a
long-standing goal, passing a
law designating Sept. 17 as
Constitution Day. Schools
and federal agencies are
required to hold educational
programs on the Constitution
on this day.

Through Constitution Day,

our hope is that a deeper
appreciation and understand-
ing of our nation’s founding

document will spread through
families, organizations and
communities.

Constitution Day, Citizenship Day observance examples
1. Download, reproduce and post promotional posters, flyers and 

handouts to provide visibility:
a. Poster: http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil/docs/USConstPoster.pdf
b. Handout: http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil/docs/flyer.pdf
c. Bookmark: http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil/docs/Bookmarks.pdf

2. Direct employees to complete online training provided at
http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil/course-choice.htm

3. Purchase and provide pamphlets to employees from the Government Printing 
Office or other sources such as C:\WINDOWS\Temporary Internet Files\ 
OLK178\pocketconstitution.html for a free pocket U.S. Constitution.

4. Schedule an organized event (i.e. re-cite the Pledge of Allegiance or Oath of Office
as a group). For a copy of the oath of office, contact:
http://www.opm.gov/constitution_initiative/oath.asp.

5. Have a speaker discuss a Constitution Day or Citizenship Day related topic.
6. The following Web sites provide useful resources and information about the U.S.

Constitution and the commemoration of Constitution day and Citizenship Day:
TThhee  ddooccuummeenntt::
a. The National Archives: http://www.archives.gov/
b. The Library of Congress:

http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/Constitution.html
TThhee  ddaayy::
a. The National Archives: http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-

experience/charters/constitution/constitution-day.html
b. The White House: http://www.whitehouse.gov
HHiissttoorriiccaall  ccoonntteexxtt::
a. Founding Fathers: http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/

charters/constitution_founding_fathers.html
b. A century of lawmaking for a new nation:

http://www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lawhome.html
c. American treasures of the Library of Congress:
http://www.loc.gov/exhitits/treasures/
IInn  aaccttiioonn::
a. Executive Branch: http://www.whitehouse.gov/
b. Legislative Branch: http://www.senate.gov/ and http://www.house.gov/
c. Judicial Branch: http://www.supremecourtus.gov/
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

9 1 8 4 2 5 3 7 6
4 3 5 9 6 7 2 1 8
7 2 6 3 8 1 9 5 4
8 5 1 7 9 4 6 2 3
6 9 2 8 5 3 1 4 7
3 7 4 6 1 2 5 8 9

5 6 7 1 4 9 8 3 2
2 8 3 5 7 6 4 9 1
1 4 9 2 3 8 7 6 5

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

RETIRED, from A1
Relax with the paper

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

Wednesdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star

Thursdays with
The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post
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15th anniversary of historical Twentynine

Palms murals brings community together

CCPPLL..  NNIICCOOLLEE  AA..  LLAAVVIINNEE
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

TWENTYNINE PALMS –Retirees,
military service members and local
patrons came together to learn and
reflect on the history and heritage of
Twentynine Palms Saturday.

Attendees of the 15th
Anniversary Mural Tour and
Chuckwagon Progressive Dinner
took a journey across the city,

stopping to enjoy free hor d’oeu-
vres at eight of the city’s 21 paint-
ed murals.

This first tour marked the 15th
anniversary of the murals’ origin
in October 1994, said Mel Berlin,
the president of the Action
Council for Twentynine Palms,
who sponsored the tour.

The tour began at the Bill and
Francis Keys Mural, painted on the
Plaza Furniture building off

Highway 62, and continued down
Adobe Road. Patrons enjoyed a
champagne toast and boarded trail-
ers covered with hay stacks to trav-
el to the next mural.

Dr. Rita Ramirez-Dean, the treas-
urer for Copper Mountain College
here, said she attended the tour
because she thought it was impor-
tant to recognize the city’s history.

“I love the history of Twentynine
Palms,” she said. “The murals make

the town’s history unique. I really
admire the pioneers who came here
and did what others couldn’t do.”

Ramirez-Dean was referring to
the man and woman painted on
the mural – Joshua Tree pioneers
Bill and Frances Keys who settled
in the area in 1910 and made a liv-
ing as cattlemen, gold prospectors
and homesteaders, according to the
biography on the mural.

Murals like these and other patri-

otic paintings depicting Marines and
sailors returning home from deploy-
ments can be found scattered on
buildings throughout the city.

Moe Pegorelli, a Twentynine
Palms native, and constructor of a
new Twentynine Palms steel sculp-
ture, brought his 3-year-old daugh-
ter, Mia, along for the ride, hoping
she would gain more appreciation

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Local residents line up near the Mojave Desert Wildflower Mural for free refreshments offered by the Action Council for Twentynine Palms during the 15th Anniversary Mural Tour
and Chuckwagon Progressive Dinner Saturday.

See MURALS, B4

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

The VMU-1 Watchdogs square up to the HQBN Bulldawgs during Wednesday’s opening game of the Commanding
General’s Intramural Football League at Felix Field. The Bulldawgs stomped VMU-1 38-6.

For standings, schedule and more photos see B3

Teams line-up for football season opener

Oktoberfest to raise funds for OSC scholarships, grants
CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..  EERRIICCKKSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Combat Center’s Officers’ Spouses’
Club is inviting everyone ages 21 and older
to come party for a good cause Sept. 19 at
the Officers’ Club from 7 to 11 p.m.

All the proceeds from Oktoberfest, a beer
and wine tasting event, will be put toward

educational scholarships for eligible spouses
and children of military personnel. The
money will also be used to provide grants to
local organizations throughout the community.

The club normally hosts Roll Out the
Barrel, OSC’s annual wine and beer tasting
event, but decided to change things around
and make the party more exciting by giving it
a German theme and providing well-known

German beers for tasting.
“This year we wanted to add a little bit to

our normal Roll Out the Barrel,” said Beth
Lewis, the OSC’s unit representative for 3rd
Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment. “We decid-
ed to make this year’s beer and wine tasting
an Oktoberfest with costumes, and live
music with a dance floor.”

Participants are encouraged to dress up

for the occasion and bring their own steins.
Tickets are $25 through advanced sale and
$30 at the door.

Hazmat, a local cover band, will perform
throughout the night, and the OSC will hold
raffles for patrons to win prizes.

The prizes include an authentic Jim Beam

See OKTOBERFEST, B3

MCCS to host luau
at Officers’ Club
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW
DD..  TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Grass skirts, Hawaiian
shirts and swim suits
will be the popular attire
Saturday at the annual
summer closeout event
Operation Enduring
Families Pool Party
Luau at the Officers &
Staff Noncommissioned
Officers Pool from 3 to
7 p.m.

Everything in the
event will be provided
free of charge, and all
base personnel are
invited to come and
enjoy the party. There
will also be a disk jock-
ey playing various
forms of music
throughout the party.

“I think that it is
going to be a great
event,” said Jennifer
Marple, the Officers’
Club supervisor. “We
are looking forward to

celebrating the end of
summer.”

The club and pool
area will be decorated
with grass around the
tables, floating candles,
fish nets, plastic fish and
tiki torches. Beach balls
will be allowed in the
pool for the duration of
the party.

Kelley Coe, the special
events program manager,
said there will be compe-
titions like coconut rac-
ing – participants run
with coconuts between
their legs, best Hawaiian
shirt, and limbo and hula
hoop contests where
participants can win
prizes. There will also be
crafts available for kids
to enjoy.

Even patrons who do
not win anything during
the contests will still
have a chance to leave
with a prize. Everyone

See LUAU, B3



Lower Desert/Nearby

NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

Adam
Starring Hugh Dancy &
Rose Byrne
Rated PG-13

With all the noise, flash, slash
and special-effect stomp of
this summer’s “big” movies,
“Adam” is a small oasis of
character-driven calm.

Hugh Dancy, a British
actor who starred previously
in “Confessions of a
Shopaholic,” plays Adam, a
New York electrical engineer
with Asperger syndrome, a
form of autism. Although
he’s able to hold down a job,
Adam finds social interac-
tion with others difficult. He
doesn’t understand subtleties
of conversation and he
often says exactly what he’s
thinking. He doesn’t under-
stand why everyone else isn’t
as obsessed with astronomy
as he is.

Not surprisingly, Adam
doesn’t have many friends.

As the movie opens,
Adam’s father has died, leav-
ing him totally, achingly alone
in the small Manhattan
apartment they used to share.
When an attractive new
schoolteacher neighbor, Beth
(Rose Byrne, from TV’s
“Damages’), moves into the
building, Adam is smitten.
But he doesn’t know how to

respond appropriately to
what he’s feeling.

As Beth warms to Adam
and eventually learns why
he’s so “strange,” she finds
herself drawn to him and his
idiosyncrasies. She, we learn,
has some things of her own
to work through, including
daddy issues with her
accountant father (Peter
Gallagher, in a solid support-
ing performance), who tries
to convince her she’s too
good for the childlike Adam.

Dancy carries the movie,
making us feel his frustration
and his struggle to cope with
his affliction—without ever
reminding us of the actor
behind the role. Byrne makes
Beth equally believable as a
wary, emotionally wounded
young woman cautiously
guarding her heart as her
feelings deepen—and her
world is rocked by a turn of
events involving her father.

“Adam” is a sweet,
melancholy love story that
avoids sugarcoating its char-
acters or its subject matter.
Dancy’s sensitive, never-
showy portrayal of the autis-
tic Adam reminds us that
there’s a real person behind
every behavioral disorder,
psychological condition and
personality quirk that often

comes off as “strange.”
And Adam’s interest in

astronomy isn’t just a ran-
dom detail. As he explains to
Beth, the stars in the cosmos
are separated by unfath-
omable distances, and mov-
ing across spatial expanses
that boggle the mind. As
Adam and Beth work to
connect across the seemingly
great void that initially sepa-
rates the two of them, the
process prepares them for
their own journeys of pro-
fessional growth and emo-
tional maturity.

With an ending that will
come as a surprise, “Adam”
is a little gem of a movie that
will leave you feeling good
about life—and understand-
ing that the heart, when it
tries, can cross great divides.
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 5947 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms • (760) 367-4574 5947 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms • (760) 367-4574 5947 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms • (760) 367-4574

 Check us out:  www.myspace.com/stumpsbar

 POOL TABLES — Internet Jukebox — Wi-Fi  HOT SPOT
 — Full Service Restaurant — “Best Burger “Best Burger “Best Burger

 in the Basin” in the Basin” in the Basin”

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 9/11/09 -  9/17/09 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Gamer

 (R)

 Time Traveler’s Wife

 (PG13)

 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 Tyler Perry’s I Can Do 
 Bad All By Myself

 (PG13)
 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 Whiteout

 (R)

 Everyday: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00

 ✭✭ FREE ✭✭
 Military Day

 September 20th

 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 Country & Blue Grass 

 Celebration

 Sat., Oct. 10, 2009 7:00pm
 Come worship the Lord with 

 foot-stomping music
 Call for free van ride

 To perform call 361-0086

 Desert Congregational Church
 Sunrise and 2 Mile Road, 29 Palms

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

Liber t y Call

TThheeaatteerr:: ““NNuunnsseennssaattiioonnss!!””
Description: A hysterical musical show
When: Friday, Sept. 4 through Saturday, Oct. 3, Friday
and Saturday shows at 7 p.m. with a Sunday matinee
at 2:30 p.m. on Sept. 27
Where: Theatre 29, 73637 Sullivan Road
Twentynine Palms. For more information call 361-
4151 or visit http://www.theatre29.com.

AArrtt  sshhooww:: DDeesseerrtt  LLaanndd  aanndd  SSkkyy
Description: An exhibit of paintings by Chuck
Caplinger and star photography by Wally Pacholka
When: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Where: Twentynine Palms City Hall
6136 Adobe Road, Twentynine Palms 
For more information call 367-6799.

KKaarraaookkee  NNiigghhtt  aatt  PPJJ’’ss  hhoosstteedd  bbyy  TTrrooyy  MMiicchhaaeellss
Description: A sophisticated computerized system
When: 8 p.m., every Tuesday and Saturday nights
Where: PJ’s Pub, 57564 Twentynine Palms Highway
Yucca Valley. In the Von’s Shopping Center
For more information call 228-1199.

MMuussiicc:: CCrraacckkeerr--CCaammppeerr  VVaann  BBeeeetthhoovveenn  CCaammpp  OOuutt
Description: A two-day music festival with camping
areas available
When: 6:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday, Sept. 11 and 12
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

CCuuiissiinnee:: TTaassttee  ooff  MMoorroonnggoo  BBaassiinn  aanndd  aarrtt  aauuccttiioonn
Description: Many of our favorite local restaurants pro-
vide samples of their cuisine followed by a fund raising
auction featuring artwork created by local artists.
When: 5:30 p.m., Friday, Sept. 18
Where: Joshua Tree Community Center
6171 Sunburst Road, Joshua Tree
For more info call Jimmy Biggerstaff 365-3315 ext. 236.

MMuussiicc:: TTrriibbuuttee  ttoo  LLeedd  ZZeeppppeelliinn
Description: They sound just like the original band
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Sept. 11
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit 
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

MMuussiicc:: DDaarryyll  HHaallll  aanndd  JJoohhnn  OOaatteess
Description: The rock and roll band’s “Up Close and
Personal Tour”
When: 9 p.m., Friday, Sept. 11
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Dr., Cabazon
For more info call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

MMuussiicc:: TThhee  SSiinngg  iinn  SSwwiinngg
Diane Schuur and Bobby Caldwell and “The Big
Band”
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 12
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more info call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

CCoommeeddyy:: CChheeeecchh  aanndd  CChhoonngg
Description: The hippie comedy duo is coming to town
When: 9 p.m., Friday, Sept. 18
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon
For more info call 800-252-4499 or visit 
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

MMuussiicc:: CCrroossbbyy,, SSttiillllss  aanndd  NNaasshh
Description: Classic rock and roll
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Sept. 25
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1111
6 p.m. – Aliens in the Attic, Rated PG
9 p.m. – Orphan, Rated R
Midnight – The Ugly Truth, Rated R

SSaattuurrddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1122  
11 a.m. Free Matinee – Ink Heart, Rated PG
2 p.m. – Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, Rated PG
6 p.m. – G-Force, Rated PG
9 p.m. – Funny People, Rated R
Midnight – A Perfect Getaway, Rated R

SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1133
2 p.m. – Aliens in the Attic, Rated PG
6 p.m. – G.I. Joe: Rise of Cobra, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – The Hurt Locker, Rated R

MMoonnddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1144  
7 p.m. – The Ugly Truth, Rated R

TTuueessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1155
7 p.m. – Funny People, Rated R

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1166
7 p.m. – Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, Rated PG

TThhuurrssddaayy,, SSeepptt.. 1177
7 p.m. – Orphan, Rated R

‘Adam’ a sweet, subtle, character-driven gem

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

“Adam” is a sweet, melancholy love story which avoids sugarcoating its characters or
its subject matter. Hugh Dancy’s sensitive, never-showy portrayal of the autistic Adam
reminds us there’s a real person behind every behavioral disorder, psychological con-
dition and personality quirk that often comes off as “strange.”

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

Adam doesn’t understand why everyone else isn’t as
obsessed with astronomy as he is.
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 Mastershieldprotection.com

 78-015 Wildcat, Suite 102, 
 Palm Desert CA 92211 760.772.3072

 Permanent Headlight
 Restoration & Protection

 military 
 discount

 ✯ ✯  ✯

 ✯ ✯  ✯

 Automotive Clear Film
 Paint Protection

 — END ROCK CHIPS & SAND DAMAGE —

WITH A TRIBUTE IN

A special section to be placed 
in the Hi-Desert Star, The Desert Trail and Observation Post for Veterans Day 2009

Hi-Desert Publishing Co. welcomes stories, photos and
memorabilia about you, your spouse or family mem-

bers who served in the military in wartime or in peace

Please send stories, photo-
graphs and memorabilia to:

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Military Memories
P.O. Box 159
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

You may bring submissions 
to The Desert Trail office, 6396
Adobe Road, Twentynine Palms,
or the Hi-Desert Star office at 
56445 Twentynine Palms Highway,
Yucca Valley or e-mail them to 
osullivan@deserttrail.com. If you
have questions or need help writing
your story, call Kelly O’Sullivan at
(760) 367-3577.

Submission Deadline: Sept. 30

Photographs courtesy of the Library of Congress

CCoommmmaannddiinngg  GGeenneerraall’’ss  IInnttrraammuurraall
FFoooottbbaallll  LLeeaagguuee

TTeeaamm    WWiinnss    LLoosssseess
HQBN – 1 W 0 L
MCCES – 1 W 0 L
VMU-1 – 0 W 1 L
3rd CEB – 0 W 1 L
Tanks – 0 W 0 L
CLB-7 – 0 W 0 L

NNeexxtt  wweeeekk’’ss  ggaammeess
Monday

6 p.m. – CLB-7 vs. Tanks
Wednesday

6 p.m. – 3d CEB vs. VMU-1
8 p.m. – HQBN vs. MCCES

 The Flower  The Flower  The Flower 
 Garden Garden Garden

 (760)  367-1409

 5690 The Historic Plaza, 29 Palms CA 92277

 FTD & Teleflora

 �KEEP IT WINDOW
TINTING

 RESIDENTIAL
 COMMERCIAL • AUTO

 20%
OFF

Residential Or
Commercial

WINDOW
TINTING

 One Coupon per customer • With coupon only

 $20
OFF

Car
WINDOW
TINTING

 One Coupon per customer • With coupon only

 � (760) 342-9600

 Desert Ratz 
 Grafix/Signs

 Aluminum, Plastic, Magnetic and Vinyl 
 Signs • Banners

 Bob Whitt  (760) 218-3611 Lic. #02170

 W e l c o m e   H o m e

 b a n n e r s !

Prefer your news
from the web?

Visit
op29online.com or
29palms.usmc.mil

NNaammee:: Donald J. Tolbert, Jr.
AAggee:: 49
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Canton, Ohio
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Marine Corps Communications-Electronics
School logistics specialist
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Five-year co-captain and team member
of the Twentynine Palms Triathlon Team, and a mem-
ber of the Combat Center Cycling Team.
MMaajjoorr  ssppoorrttss  aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss:: 2003 State of
Virginia Age Group Champion short course, national-
ly-ranked “All-American Honorable Mention” for three
consecutive years in his age group, three consecutive
years in first place at the Age Group Las Vegas Half
Ironman, 22 podium finishes in 100 races, and first
place overall in a six-hour mountain bike endurance
race.
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “The more challenging
the course, the more interested I am in competing
there.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  ttrriiaatthhlleetteess:: “Define who you’ll
become – ask yourself three questions. What is my
expectation? Is it a short or long distance course? How
much time can I devote to training?”

Athlete of the Week

who attends the party
will be entered in a free
raffle drawing.

Tracy Hatch, the
Officers’ Club manager,
said there will be mini
corn dogs, pulled pork,
white rice, fruit trays and
teriyaki chicken inside
the Officers’ Club and
on the veranda. There
will also be popcorn and
cotton candy machines.
For the adults there will
be two full quarter bars.

Although the party
ends at 7 p.m. people are
invited to stay longer
and have a few drinks at
the Officers’ Club.

“I never turn people
away who are having fun
or are enjoying them-
selves,” Hatch said.

LUAU, from B1

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

HQBN Bulldawgs’ running back Daniel Franke pushes through the VMU-1 Watchdogs’ defense during the opening
game of the Commanding General’s Intramural Football League Wednesday at the Combat Center’s Felix Field. The
Bulldawgs eventually broke through to win 38-6.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

HQBN Bulldawgs’ fans scream and cheer in support of their
team in a game against the VMU-1 Watchdogs Wednesday
in the opening game of the Commanding General’s
Intramural Football League at Felix Field. The Bulldawgs
used the support to their advantage to win 38-6.

PPFFCC.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Drew Hurst, the VMU-1 Watchdogs’ strong safety, leaps into
the air to intercept a pass during the opening game of the
Commanding General’s Intramural Football League against
the HQBN Bulldawgs at the Combat Center’s Felix Field.
The Bulldawgs ran over the Watchdogs to win 38-6.

Combat Center sports

black acoustic guitar, a Canadian club pub table, baskets of
beer and wine and several German steins.

All the alcohol featured at the event will be available for
purchase and all purchases will come with a raffle ticket. If
participants purchase a case of alcohol, they will receive 15
tickets for the guitar or pub table. Tasters can buy tickets for
the guitar or pub table without purchasing alcohol for $5. All
other raffles will be $1.

“This is a spiced up version of Roll Out the Barrel,”
said Debra Jordan, the OSC’s unit representative for
Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 1. “Everyone
will be able to enjoy an evening out with having to go
down the hill.”

To ensure everyone stays safe, the OSC has arranged a
free shuttle to drive people from the O’Club to on-base
housing. Free child care will also be provided throughout the
evening.

The Officers’ Spouses’ Club raises money every year to
award scholarships to military spouses and dependents who
will graduate from high school and who are local residents.
They also provide grants to local organizations throughout
the base and community such as the Combat Center’s
Lifelong Learning Library and the Injured Marine Semper Fi
Fund.

For more information or to purchase tickets for
Oktoberfest, call 760-910-9027 or e-mail
osc29palms@hotmail.com. To schedule free child care call
830-3227, extension 272.

OKTOBERFEST, from B1
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 #167684

 WAS $19,888
         $18,888

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 9-16-09

 72878  29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms 72878 29  Pa lms Hwy.  •  Twentyn ine  Pa lms
 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430 (760)  367-1919 •  FAX  (760)  367-4430

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i . Sales Open 7 Days a Week• Serv ice Dept .  8am -  5pm Mon.  -  Fr i .

 We service all  We service all 
 makes and models makes and models

 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 
 FREE CAR 

 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH
 WASH WITH

  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 
  30-60-90K 

 SERVICE
 SERVICE
 SERVICE

 Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler Y.V. 29 Palms Chrysler

 10%  10% 
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919  760-367-1919 760-367-1919 760-367-1919

 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms  Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms 
 Service Department!! Service Department!! Service Department!!

 29 PALMS HWY.
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 CHRYSLER 29

 06 P.T. CRUISER

 FREE  FREE 
 Ride  Ride 
 from  from 
 Base Base

 *On site  *On site 
 approvals up  approvals up 
 to 60 days  to 60 days 

 for 1st  for 1st 
 payment payment

 03 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD LIMITED

 #37200804

 WAS $12,888
         $11,888 PRICE

 04 VOLKSWAGON JETTA GLS

 #4M086330

 WAS $14,888
         $13,588

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 1 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 #276729

 WAS $18,888
         $16,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 2 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

 06 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5S

 #340817

 WAS $19,888
         $17,888 PRICE

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 6 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 #68128507

 WAS $16,888
         $15,888

 06 CHEVY COLORADO

 $ 1
 3 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 3 , 8 8 8

 08 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB

 $ 1
 7 , 8 8 8

 $ 1
 7 , 8 8 8

 #XC012942

 WAS $10,888
         $9,888

 99 HONDA CRV

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

   $
 8 , 8 8 8

 04 JEEP LIBERTY LTD.

 #4W160252

 WAS $15,888
         $13,888

   $
 1 2 , 8 8 8

   $
 1 2 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 06 CHRYSLER 300

 #6H216528

 WAS $18,888
         $17,888

   $
 1 5 , 8 8 8

   $
 1 5 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 04 INFINITI G35

 #618222

 WAS $20,888
         $19,888

   $
 1 7 , 8 8 8

   $
 1 7 , 8 8 8

 PRICE

 PRICE

 AFFORDABLE  AFFORDABLE 
 SUV SUV

 FULLY  FULLY 
 LOADED  LOADED 
 LEATHER  LEATHER 
 SHARP SHARP

 NICE  NICE 
 LOW  LOW 

 MILEGE MILEGE

 SHARP! SHARP!
 GREAT GREAT
 FAMILY FAMILY

 CAR! CAR!

 SHARP  SHARP 
 AUTOMATIC AUTOMATIC

 ROUTE  ROUTE 
 66  66 

 SERIES  SERIES 
 LIMITED LIMITED

 LEATHER LEATHER
 LOADED LOADED

 LEATHER LEATHER
 LOADED LOADED
 SHARP SHARP

 SXT SXT
 NICE NICE  LOADED LOADED

 MARK VINCENT SOFONIO, M.D., F.A.C.S.
 Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

 Section Chief, Dept. of Plastic Surgery
 Eisenhower Medical Center

 Call for upcoming 
 SEMINARS and SPECIALS

  (760) 341-5555
 39-000 Bob Hope Dr.

 Kiewit Bldg #407 
 Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

 Arm Lift
 Breast Enlargement
 Breast Lift
 Breast Reduction
 Brow Lift
 Buttocks Lift
 Chin Augmentation

 Ear Surgery
 Eyelid Surgery
 Facelift
 Gentle Skin Treatments
 Lip Augmentation
 Liposuction
 Mini Face Lift

 Neck Lift
 Nose Reshaping
 Peels, Laser And 
 Dermabrasion
 Thigh Lift
 Total Body Lift
 Tummy Tuck

 Procedures

 Ask about the

 MOMMY 
 MAKEOVER
 *Military Discount*

 www.drsofonio.com

for a hobby she already loves.
“I wanted to bring her out

here to see what’s going on
and to get her a little more
involved with art,” Pegorelli
said. “She loves to paint.
She’ll make me do paintings
with her sometimes, so I
brought her here to show her

the ‘bigger’ paintings.”
Retired sergeant major

Ray Wilburn and his wife,
Irma, also attended the tour
to learn more about the city
they have lived in since
Wilburn’s retirement from
the Corps in 1971.

“It’s the background of
the murals that really interest-
ed us,” Wilburn said. “We try

supporting all the local events
that go on here and it’s great
to meet new people.”

Suzann Mitchell, another
local citizen, recently lost her
husband and said events like
the mural tour helps her get
out of the house and socialize.

“This is fabulous,” she
said. “Now that I’m a widow,
I need to get out. The 15th

anniversary happens to also
be the 15th year since I got
to Twentynine Palms, and I
love it here. But I have never
really stopped to look at the
murals like tourists do.”

At the end of the tour,
attendees gathered at the Our
Neighbors in Nature II mural
to enjoy a bagpipe musical
salute to the armed forces by

Gunnery Sgt. Joel Daniel
with the Marine Corps Band
at Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Calif., the tour
culminated with a posting of
the colors ceremony, raffle
prize give-away, speeches and
a sit-down desert for all.

“It was really an eye-
opening experience,” Berlin
said. “There has been so

much interest established
about this that we’ll need to
come up with more ideas in
the next six months in order
to capitalize on that interest.”

Berlin said the council has
talked about hosting a similar
event in October next year.
To learn about other Action
Council for Twentynine
Palms events, call 367-4477.

MURALS, from B1

CCPPLL.. NNIICCOOLLEE  AA.. LLAAVVIINNEE

Citizens of Twentynine Palms enjoy refreshments offered at the Mojave Desert
Wildflower Mural during the city’s 15th Anniversary Mural Tour and Chuckwagon
Progressive Dinner Saturday.


