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2/7 corpsman honored
with home in Houston
PPVVTT..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..
GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

HOUSTON – “But
daddy doesn’t talk,” said
two-year-old A.J.
Thompson to his mother
Ivonne at the hospital vis-
iting his
father, a hos-
pital corps-
man with
2nd
Battalion, 7th
Marine
Regiment,
who was seri-
ously wound-
ed during his
second
deployment
to Iraq with the battalion
in 2007.

Ivonne immediately
responded, “Daddy
doesn’t talk yet, but he
will.”

Petty Officer 2nd Class
Anthony Thompson is
currently undergoing

intensive therapy at
Kessler Rehabilitation
Center in New Jersey to
help him regain his
speech and improve his
quality of life after a vehi-
cle-borne improvised
explosive device was det-
onated under an overpass

near Fallujah,
Iraq where
he was stand-
ing guard.

Anthony
was found
unresponsive
after the blast
and suffered
a traumatic
brain injury,
an incom-
plete spinal

cord injury and a punc-
tured right lung.

Since returning to the
U.S., Anthony has made
many steps toward recov-
ery, said Ivonne.

“As we continue to go

See HOME, A5

‘‘I’m very thank-
ful the com-

munity has hon-
ored him in such a
manner. They have
given him a home
– a great home
where we can raise
a family.”

SSTTAAFFFF  SSGGTT..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  AA..
FFRREEEEMMAANN
31ST MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT

KADENA AIR BASE,
OKINAWA, Japan –
Though Marines have been
deploying alongside their
Navy brethren for more than
234 years, there is still room
for new adventure and first-

time experience within the
Corps’ ranks. The Marines
and sailors of 2nd Battalion,
7th Marines, can testify to
that fact as they prepare to
embark on the unit’s inaugu-
ral deployment with the 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit.

“This is the first time 2/7
has served as an amphibious
landing force since Inchon,

and our first opportunity ever
to serve as a battalion landing
team,” said Lt. Col. John Reed,
the Battalion Landing Team
2/7 commanding officer.

Based in the Mojave Desert
at Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center Twentynine
Palms, Calif., the unit trained for
and participated in desert oper-
ations during two deployments

in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom between January
2005 and August 2007. From
April to August 2008 they
engaged in heavy fighting, con-
ducted Counter Insurgency
Operations and assisted with
the development of the
Afghan National Police Force

SSTTAAFFFF  SSGGTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  AA.. FFRREEEEMMAANN

Marines and sailors from Battalion Landing Team 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, exit a plane upon arrival on
Okinawa, Japan, Jan. 8. The Marines and sailors of BLT 2/7 will serve as the ground combat element of the 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit during its upcoming Spring Patrol of the Asia-Pacific region. Lt. Col. John Reed, the battal-
ion’s commanding officer, said this is the first time since the Korean War the battalion has served as an amphibious
assault force and the first time in the battalion’s history it has served as a BLT.

2/7 makes history
as 31st MEU BLT

See BLT, A8

Marine-hosted forum
promotes Afghan solutions
for Afghan problems
CCPPLL..  ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ..  NNOOLLAA
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 7

FORWARD OPERAT-
ING BASE CAFER-
ETTA, Afghanistan –
Third Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment blended
the old with the new
when they hosted a large
shura, Jan. 9, where tribal
elders from the city of
Delaram, surrounding vil-
lages, and towns situated
in the nearby provinces of
Farah and Helmand,
came to talk with one
another about local con-
cerns and hear from the
local government.

When most Americans
think “government” they
likely think of the presi-
dent, the constitution
and Washington D.C.,
where elected officials
gather to help run their
nation.

Most Afghans, howev-

er, know very little about
centralized government.
When not ruled by com-
munists, soviets, warlords
or the Taliban, Afghans
have chosen to govern
themselves through tribal
means.

While this tribal rule is
similar to most other
forms of government
with rules, customs, tradi-
tions and village elders
acting as leaders, it has
presented challenges to
Afghan and coalition
forces, and the reconstruc-
tion effort they support.

One challenge is show-
ing support for the
Afghan government while
at the same time respect-
ing Afghan tradition.

However, the shura on
Jan. 9 incorporated the
ancient tribal tradition
with the modern day

CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

An Afghan man listens as a member of the Afghan
National Police speaks during a shura hosted by 3rd
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, Jan. 9. At the shura,
tribal elders from the city of Delaram and the surround-
ing villages, including those from towns situated in the
nearby provinces of Farah and Helmand, came to talk
with one another about local concerns and hear from
the local government.

See AFGHAN, A4

Marines prepared to reenlist in 2010

On the fence

Getting out

Manpower and Reserve Affairs
enlisted retention survey

46%46%

15%15%

39%39%

CCPPLL..  RR..  LLOOGGAANN  KKYYLLEE  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

With nearly a quarter of
the fiscal year gone,
boat spaces for certain
military occupational
specialties are rapidly
being filled. This could
leave many Marines
stuck in the harbor.

According to the
Manpower and Reserve
Affairs Web site,
https://www.manpower.
usmc.mil, a boat space is
a reenlistment opportu-
nity on a particular
MOS. Each MOS has
only a certain number of
boat spaces available for
Marines to reenlist in.
Once all the boat spaces
in a particular MOS have
been filled, no more
opportunities exist for
Marines to reenlist in
that MOS.

Staff Sgt. Xavisus
Gayden, the career
retention specialist for

Headquarters Battalion,
said the best way for
Marines to avoid losing
a spot in their job field,
or be forced to reenlist
in a different MOS, is to
act fast.

“Marines should see
their [career retention
specialist] in April prior
to their fiscal year,” said
Gayden, a Monroe, La.,
native. Fiscal years start
October 1 and end
September 30 of the
following year.

“We have just recent-
ly lost 300 boat spaces
within the past two
days,” he said. “So, wait-
ing around to see what's
going to happen in your
life or going back home
on leave before you’re
[End of Active Service]
to see how the civilian
sector is will no longer
be an option for some
first term or career

Procrastinators might
miss reenlistment boat 

See SPACES, A7



ACROSS
1. Have a cow?
6. Sumter or McHenry
10. Pacific salmon
14. One more time
15. Shaving gel additive
16. Gung-ho
17. Place to grow 

parsley or sage
19. Video recorder brand
20. Within a stone’s 

throw
21. Polygraph detection
22. Allergen from a pet
24. “This weighs __!”
26. Prefix with 

retirement
27. Second view at a 

homer, say
32. __ Polo
34. Fish caught in pots
35. Suffix with butyl
36. Professor ‘iggins, to

Eliza
37. Liable to topple
39. Flash drive filler
40. __ Jeanne d’Arc

41. Badlands formation
42. Crowbar, e.g.
43. TNT, for one
47. Chows down
48. Height: Prefix
49. Arnaz and Ball’s 

studio
52. Hagen of stage and

screen
53. Floral gifts
57. “No way!”
58. New Year’s Day 

event in Pasadena
61. Hack’s customer
62. “As _” (letter closing)
63. Rhea’s “Cheers” role
64. Amphitheater 

section
65. Talk trash to
66. Tippecanoe’s mate

AA22  JJAANNUUAARRYY 1155,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

TEA TIME

Public Affairs Officer  Jennie E. Haskamp
Deputy Public Affairs Officer  1st Lt. Doy Demsick
Public Affairs Chief Gunnery Sgt. Sergio Jimenez
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Observation Post

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclu-
sive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the United States government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are
Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, locat-
ed in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DOWN
1. “High Hopes”

lyricist Sammy
2. James who won a 

posthumous Pulitzer
3. Doctor Zhivago’s 

love
4. Vigorous quality
5. Part of OED: Abbr.
6. Hot breakfast fare
7. Word after “ye”
8. Beluga delicacy
9. Walter Gross/Jack 

Lawrence classic tune
10. Toy-mouse 

stuffing, maybe
11. “Ars Amatoria” poet
12. Drone’s home
13. Evidence of a gas 

leak
18. Zillions
23. Spydom’s Aldrich__
25. General __’s chicken
26. Pedometer activator
27. Discount-rack abbr.
28. Katmandu’s land
29. Take a powder

30. Start the kitty
31. Wine bottle datum
32. Engage, as gears
33. Prefix with lock or 

knock
37. Fabric characteristics
38. Pathways to the 

WWW
39. Tampa Bay player,

formerly
41. Beanery offering
42. Far from sober
44. Calfless cow
45. Many John Wayne 

movies
46. High-five sound
49. Bonkers
50. Morales of “NYPD

Blue”
51. Kingly address
52. Plays for a sap
54. Banjoist Scruggs
55. Just sitting around
56. Affix a brand to, e.g.
59. Eggs, in labs
60. Don’t just sit there

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Lt. Cmdr. Chris Delbridge
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Coolidge, Ariz.
JJoobb  TTiittllee:: Radiologist
UUnniitt:: Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital
JJoobb  DDuuttiieess:: “I take care of all diagnos-
tic imagery – CT Scans, X-rays, ultra-
sounds and biopsies.”
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt  aabboouutt  yyoouurr
jjoobb:: It’s part of the solution. Patients go
to the emergency room and radiology is
a vital part of the diagnostic process.
HHoobbbbiieess:: “Snowboarding, weightlift-
ing – pretty much anything that involves
being active.”
MMiilliittaarryy  sseerrvviiccee:: “Less than a year
active duty. I did a program where I
signed a contract to be a Naval physi-
cian and then went to school for 14
years.”
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr:: Six months.
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Hot Topics

CCOOMMBBAATT  CCEENNTTEERR  TTAAXX
OOFFFFIICCEE

Free and accurate tax filing will
soon be available through the
base tax office in building 1651
on 7th Street. Starting Jan. 25,
tax center personnel will be
available to answer any tax-
related questions. The tax
office will be open for walk-in
customers from 8 a.m. to 3:30
p.m., beginning Feb. 1.
Appointments will be available
starting Feb. 16 from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. For more information,
questions, or to schedule
appointments, call 830-4829.

HH11NN11  VVAACCCCIINNEE  SSTTIILLLL
AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

The Naval Hospital is now pro-
viding H1N1 vaccines to all
beneficiaries and Department
of Defense civilians who
request the vaccine. Active duty
personnel will receive their vac-
cine through their battalion or
regimental aid stations. For
questions, please call Cmdr.
Carol Grush at 830-2626 or the
Preventive Medicine techni-
cians at 830-2002.

HHII  DDEESSEERRTT  PPOONNYY
LLEEAAGGUUEE

Signups for the Hi Desert Pony
League for baseball and soft-
ball are set to begin Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Luckie Park in Twentynine
Palms. Additional signups will
occur Jan. 16 and 23, and Feb.
6 and 13 at the same time and
location. Call 424-6329 or 910-
787-2175, or log on to
http://29hdpl.clubspaces.com
for more information.

CCOOMMBBAATT  CCEENNTTEERR
BBAANNDD  LLOOOOKKIINNGG  FFOORR

MMAARRIINNEE  PPIIAANNOO
PPLLAAYYEERR

The Combat Center Band is
looking for a Marine from pri-
vate first class through staff ser-
geant who can read music and
perform in various styles like
Latin, swing, rock, and pop. An
audition is required. For more
information, contact Gunnery
Sgts. Yesenia Rodriguez-Hower
or Richard Nunley at 830-6635
or 830-6404.

Marine Corps History

Jan. 15, 1865

Approximately 365
Marines attack Fort

Fisher at Wilmington,
N.C., as part of a Naval

landing force.
CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  AANNDD  SSUUDDOOKKUU  PPUUZZZZLLEESS  CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  OOFF  ©© 22001100  HHOOMMEETTOOWWNN  CCOONNTTEENNTT

CCeenntteerrssppeeaakk

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily
those of the OBSERVATION POST, the Marine Corps

or the Department of Defense.

WWhhyy  iiss  DDrr.. MMaarrttiinn  LLuutthheerr
KKiinngg  JJrr.. DDaayy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ffoorr

oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy??

GUNNERY SGT. FREDDY ARMIJO

COMBAT LOGISTICS BATTALION 5

“It exemplifies the best
example of standing

up for what is right.”

1ST LT. JAMES KAVANAGH

COMPANY C, MARINE CORPS COMMUNICATIONS-
ELECTRONICS SCHOOL

“It shows if you stand up
to oppressors you can

achieve anything.”

CPL. QUINTON TILLMAN

COMPANY E, 3RD LIGHT ARMORED
RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION

“Because he is a histori-
cal figure and history
is important.”

School Liaison Information
QQuueessttiioonn:: As a mother of two children, I am finding it hard to maintain
our normal routines while my husband is deployed. Is it really important
for the children to maintain those same routines during the deployment?

AAnnsswweerr:: As adults, every day routines may seem monotonous and bor-
ing. They can also make the days manageable, especially for children. Kids

thrive in a consistent environment and knowing what is coming next in the day or the week
is very important. This gives them a feeling of control and security and is extremely impor-
tant for our children who are in the midst of a deployment cycle.

Every family needs to set their own routines, but remember, research shows regular
homework time, family dinners at least three times per week and an appropriate daily
bedtime are three parts of a routine which help a child succeed in school.

For more information, please contact 
smbplmsmccsschoolliaison@usmc.mil or call 830-1574.

[[ppuuzzzzllee  SSoolluuttiioonnss  oonn  AA88]]

SSEEMMPPEERRTTOOOONNSS:: CCRREEAATTEEDD  BBYY  GGUUNNNNEERRYY  SSGGTT.. CCHHAARRLLEESS  WWOOLLFF,, UUSSMMCC//RREETT..

IIRRSS  TTaaxx  TTiipp  22001100  ##66
The Internal Revenue Service urges people to
use care and caution when choosing a tax pre-
parer. Remember, you are legally responsible for
what’s on your tax return even if it was prepared
by another individual or firm.

Most tax return preparers are professional,
honest and provide excellent service to their
clients. However, unscrupulous tax return prepar-
ers do exist and can cause considerable financial
and legal problems for their clients. Therefore, it’s
important to find a qualified tax professional.

The following tips will help you choose a
preparer who will offer the best service for your
tax preparation needs.

11.. CChheecckk  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn’’ss  qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss.. Ask
if the preparer is affiliated with a professional
organization which provides its members with
continuing education and resources and holds
them to a code of ethics.

22.. CChheecckk  oonn  tthhee  pprreeppaarreerr’’ss  hhiissttoorryy..
Check to see if the preparer has any question-
able history with the Better Business Bureau,
the state’s board of accountancy for certified
public accountants or the state’s bar association
for attorneys.

33.. FFiinndd  oouutt  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  sseerrvviiccee  ffeeeess.. Avoid
preparers who base their fee on a percentage of the
amount of your refund or those who claim they
can obtain larger refunds than other preparers.

44.. MMaakkee  ssuurree  tthhee  ttaaxx  pprreeppaarreerr  iiss  aacccceessssii--
bbllee.. Make sure you will be able to contact the
tax preparer after the return has been filed, even
after April 15, in case questions arise.

55.. PPrroovviiddee  aallll  rreeccoorrddss  aanndd  rreecceeiippttss  nneeeedd--
eedd  ttoo  pprreeppaarree  yyoouurr  rreettuurrnn.. Most reputable pre-
parers will request to see your records and
receipts and will ask you multiple questions to
determine your total income and your qualifica-
tions for expenses, deductions and other items.

66.. NNeevveerr  ssiiggnn  aa  bbllaannkk  rreettuurrnn.. Avoid tax
preparers that ask you to sign a blank tax form.

77.. RReevviieeww  tthhee  eennttiirree  rreettuurrnn  bbeeffoorree  ssiiggnn--
iinngg  iitt.. Ask questions and make sure you under-
stand everything and are comfortable with the
accuracy of the return before you sign it.

88.. MMaakkee  ssuurree  tthhee  pprreeppaarreerr  ssiiggnnss  tthhee
ffoorrmm.. A paid preparer must sign the return as
required by law. Although the preparer signs the
return, you are responsible for the accuracy of
every item on your return. The preparer must
also give you a copy of the return.

You can report abusive tax preparers and sus-
pected tax fraud to the IRS on Form 3949-A,
Information Referral or by sending a letter to
Internal Revenue Service, Fresno, CA 93888.
Download Form 3949-A from http://www.irs.gov
or order by mail at 800-829-3676.

Press Chief/Editor  Cpl. Nicholas M. Dunn
Photo Editor     Cpl. R. Logan Kyle

Layout, Design       Leslie Shaw

SUDOKU #1691

Tax Tips Eagle

Eyes

Report any suspicious activity immediately
which may be a sign of terrorism, including:

1. Surveillance
2. Suspicious questioning
3. Tests of security
4. Acquiring supplies
5. Suspicious persons
6. Trial runs
7. Deploying assets

830-3937



CCPPLL..  MMOONNIICCAA  CC..
EERRIICCKKSSOONN  
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

As the weather dropped to
near-freezing conditions at
the Combat Center’s Acorn
training area, the Marines and
sailors of Transportation
Support Company, Combat
Logistics Battalion 7, were
waking up before dawn to
take part in multiple classes
to improve their basic war-
rior skills this week.

Training began Tuesday
morning after everyone
woke up to find a wildlife
welcoming committee of
playful coyotes sniffing
through packs and climbing
into their tents.

After the coyotes retreat-
ed into the desert, the war-
riors broke up into their des-
ignated platoons and began
their training.

During the exercises, the
Marines were expected to
show leadership skills by
stepping up as fire team
and squad leaders’ and tak-
ing charge of the junior
Marines. The leaders were
responsible for accounta-
bility and ensuring every
Marine and sailor  knew
when and where to be
every day.

The purpose of this
training is to strengthen
leadership, combat and mili-
tary occupational specialty
skills, said 1st Lt. Saba
Safiari, the company’s execu-
tive officer. Every Marine
has to be able to function as
a rifleman and be proficient
in his MOS.

Each morning, every pla-
toon sat through informal
refresher classes on land
navigation, motor trans-
portation, convoy opera-
tions, landing support oper-
ations, perimeter defense of
a forward operating base,
and other MOS- related
instructions.

“This training will help
us see where the Marines
stand,” said Gunnery Sgt.
Klaus Springer, the

Transportation Support Co.
gunnery sergeant. “We have
a lot of new Marines who
just checked in and we also
have a few Marines who just
got back from deployment.
We’ll try to mix them
together to see where the
company stands.”

A few of the MOS-spe-
cific classes consisted of
how much weight can be
carried internally and exter-
nally on different helicop-
ters, what types of slings
are needed to carry vehicles
and equipment, and the
hand and arm signal com-
munication with pilots.

In the midst of the
training, Cpl. Naomi
Bachochin, a landing sup-
port specialist with 3rd
Platoon, said she wished
for a hot shower, but felt
the need for knowledge far
outweighed the want of
personal comfort.

“This training will help
prepare us for Afghanistan,
and even though we are
pulling out of Iraq, we still
have Marines over there,”
said the Columbus, Ohio
native. “It is very important
to keep training because
you never know what is
going to pop up.”

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT JJAANNUUAARRYY 1155,,  22001100 AA33
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 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 As we look forward to observing Martin 
 Luther King, Jr. Day next Monday, I would 
 remind you that Dr. King was a tough 
 minded optimist.

 I met Dr. King in 1961 when he was 
 the guest of honor at a reception and 
 dinner in our church in Seattle.  He spoke 
 to us that night in a way that made us feel 
 that he was totally committed to a course 
 of action that would ultimately prevail but 
 only after an extremely difficult struggle 
 that would require heroic sacrifices by 
 many people.

 Listen to these words spoken only 
 hours before he was shot and killed:  
 “We’ve got some difficult days ahead but it 
 really doesn’t matter with me now because 
 I’ve been to the mountaintop.  I won’t mind.  
 Like anybody I would like to live a long 
 time—longevity has its place—but I’m not 
 concerned about that now.  I just want to 
 do God’s will and he’s allowed me to go up 
 the mountain and I’ve looked over and I’ve 
 seen the Promised Land.  I may not get 
 there with you but I want you to know 
 tonight that we as a people will get to the 
 Promised Land.  So I’m happy tonight and 
 I’m not fearing any man—mine eyes have 
 seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”

 This message sponsored by:

 The Reverend Steven
 & Tajuana Edgar

 29 Palms

CLB-7 Marines, sailors sharpen basic warrior skills

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Cpl. Jeffrey Phillips, a landing support specialist with 3rd Platoon, Transportation Support Company, explains situa-
tions Marines in his military occupational specialty might encounter in a combat situation by using sandbags, card-
board, rolled up tents and rocks as buildings, a flight deck and hangars Tuesday at a sand table discussion during the
company’s week-long field training exercise at the Combat Center’s Acorn training area.

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

First Lt. Saba Safiari, the executive officer of Transportation
Support Co., CLB-7, explains to Sgt. Paul Black, a squad
leader in 1st Platoon, how to properly place a rifle squad
when defending a forward operating base Tuesday.

CCPPLL.. MMOONNIICCAA  CC.. EERRIICCKKSSOONN

Lance Cpl. James Burk, a
logistics vehicle system
operator with 1st Platoon,
sketches a diagram on how
to properly defend a forward
operating base Tuesday.



centralization.
“The provincial gover-

nor and the district gover-
nor are here,” said Maj.
James Coffman, 40, the
civil affairs officer for 3rd
Bn., 4th Marines. “This is
designed specifically for
them as a forum for them
to gain more momentum,
more trust and confidence
and to show the populace
here that the government
of Afghanistan is here, [the
Afghan government] is
going to stay here and
going to help [the popu-
lace] rebuild.”

The meeting also helped
3rd Bn., 4th Marines, Afghan
National Security Forces,
International Security
Assistance Forces and
non-government organi-
zations meet many Afghan
elders for the first time.

“This shura is great
opportunity for all of us to
develop good relationships
with key leaders in the local
area,” said Coffman a
native of Rome, Ga. “It’s a
good opportunity for us to
get a lot of the leaders in
one location at one time.
Some of [the elders pres-
ent], especially those from
some of the smaller vil-
lages and some of the vil-
lagers further out, we've
never met.”

While hearing from local
leaders and meeting coali-
tion forces will help the
process to secure and
rebuild Delaram, the pri-
mary goal of the meeting

was to facilitate a discussion
between local Afghans on
how they can stabilize and
secure the area themselves.

The biggest thing is to
help the Afghan people find
solutions to Afghan prob-
lems, said Coffman.

“We need to see every-
thing through an Afghan
lens and the easiest way for
us to do that is to say ‘here’s
the problem’ and take their
advice on how to solve it
and then help facilitate and
support them in that
process,” Coffman said.

While security was the
topic of most conversations,

other concerns included
water, reconstruction and
winterization needs.

“I would like to ask [local
leaders] if they are able to
provide electricity because
winter is coming and I would
like to have some heat,” said
a local school teacher,
through an interpreter.

During his address to the
shura, Col. George S.
Amland, deputy command-
er of Marine Expeditionary
Brigade – Afghanistan,
emphasized coalition sup-
port for the areas elders
and government officials
while assuring local leaders
that such support would
not impede Afghan culture
and traditions.

“International forces,
and Americans, and
Afghan National Army will
come soon in greater num-
bers. They will support
your district governor, they
will support your provin-
cial governor and they will
support your local security
forces. They will provide
once again that opportuni-
ty for you to choose the
path that the people of
Delaram will take,”
Amland said. “And while
we are here, we want you
to know we have the
utmost respect for your
religion, your culture and

your customs. We are not
here to interfere with any
of them, we are not here
to take your property, we
are not here to change
your religion and we are
not here to change any of
your customs.”

While centralized gov-
ernment is not common in
this part of the world the
events of Jan. 9, showed a
democratic, Islamic repub-
lic can coincide with
Afghan traditions.

Some Afghans present
traveled a mile or so to
attend the meeting, others
traveled from farther out.
But the point isn’t about
who traveled farther. The
point is they came. They
came to work with coalition
forces, the government,
each other and except the
responsibility of support-
ing a government run by
Afghans for Afghans.

“We are here to help
you rebuild your commu-
nity and offer you that
opportunity that even
Americans take as one of
our most precious rights,”
said Amland. “It is the
right for you to choose a
better life and to do it
without looking over your
shoulder or worrying
about someone else taking
it away from you.”

AA44  JJAANNUUAARRYY 1155,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 7333 Apache Trail, Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School 10:00 am • Holy Eucharist 10:00 am
 Sunday Bible Study 9:00 am

 We’re Here for Everyone
 Phone (760) 367-7133

 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks up from KFC), 29 Palms
 www.stmartinschurch29.org

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURC H

 Call for free van ride
 Sunday  10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School ages 4-10 yrs

 Visitors  Welcome
 Sunday Concert Series • Call for info

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive • 361-0086

 St. Joseph of Arimathea
 Episcopal Church

 God Loves You As If You 
 Were His Only Child.

  Holy Eucharist 10:00 A.M.
 Onaga at Church St., Y.V.

   365-7133

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 Sage

 Pioneer Town

 Cholla
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 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 Two Mile Apostolic Tabernacle
 74301 Two Mile Rd., 29 Palms

 (Next to Lucky Park)
 “Where Jesus Embraces You”
 Sundays 10:00 am 6:00 pm

 Wednesdays 7:30 pm
 Website: TwoMileApostolic.com

 760-367-0080

 New Beginning 
 Community Church

 Pastor Lynn Gary Thompson
 Christ Centered Church

 Sunday School - 9:30 am Adult & Youth
 Worship Service - 10:30 am

 Music & Fun - 6:00 pm
 55922 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley

 760-910-5261

 Acts 2:38
 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
 Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

 Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
 73493 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, Ca

 367-4185
 Pastor Titus R. Burns
 Sunday Service: 10:00 AM
 Wednesday Night Bible
 Study: 7:00 PM

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Blessed Sacrament 
 Catholic Church

 The corner of Utah Trail 
 and National Park Dr.

 Sat. Mass 4:30 pm
 Sun. Mass 8:00 am • 10:30 am

 Call for all other Mass info

 760-367-3343

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

AFGHAN, from A1

CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Afghan men speak with each other before the official start of a shura, Jan. 9. Third
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment recently blended the old with the new when they
hosted the shura, where tribal elders from the city of Delaram, and the surround-
ing villages in the nearby provinces of Farah and Helmand came to talk with one
another about local concerns and hear from the local government.

CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Afghan men listen as a member of the Afghan
National Police speaks during a shura, Jan. 9. Third
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, recently blended the
old with the new when they hosted the shura, where
tribal elders from in and around Delaram came to talk
about local issues.

Now Zad governor sees
promising future

CCPPLL.. ZZAACCHHAARRYY  JJ.. NNOOLLAA

Sayed Murad Agah, the district governor of Now Zad,
speaks to villagers in the Now Zad area in Afghanistan.

11SSTT  LLTT..  JJOOEE  RREENNEEYY
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 7

NOW ZAD, Afghanistan –
The rebuilding process has
begun, and leadership is
shaping again in Now Zad,
Afghanistan, but there will
be challenges. Sayed Murad
Agha, the Now Zad district
governor, a former Pashtu
language student teacher
and once an assistant to the
Helmand provincial gover-
nor, faces those challenges
with the people.

When Agha arrived at the
district center, he immediate-
ly surveyed the area, asked
questions and addressed con-
cerns of the local Afghans.
He visited the medical facility
where Marines and sailors of
3rd Battalion, 4th Marine
Regiment, provided care for
local Afghans and spoke with
local shopkeepers as he made
his way through the recently-
cleared streets of Now Zad
to see what progress had
been made.

Although locals conveyed
many concerns, Agha had
some of his own. Those con-
cerns centered on the welfare
of the community, mainly
getting people back into their
homes and back to work.

“I would like to work on
rebuilding the school and
getting people back to work,
so people can return to their
lives,” Agha said through an
interpreter. “I’d like to get
the teachers back.”

When walking the streets
of Now Zad, once the sec-
ond-largest city in Helmand
province, it was obvious the
city used to be well organized,
not to mention, beautiful.
However, after several years

of insurgent activity, this part
of Now Zad became unin-
habitable for Afghan families.
Afghan families that once
prospered here could no
longer, because the enemies
of Afghanistan would not
allow peace in the area.

Marine and Afghan
national security forces have
cleared the area of the Now
Zad market and district cen-
ter to allow the people to
return and begin rebuilding.

The future of the market,
the district center and ulti-
mately the whole of Now
Zad is already experiencing
rapid progress.

“The Marines have done
a lot to get the people back
to work,” Agha said through
an interpreter. “The people
here really want to get back
to work and are tired of the
enemy activity.”

To assist in the rebuilding
process, Marines and ANSF
are providing security and
civil affairs support.

Marines see great benefit
for the community in having
the district governor present
for the rebuilding process.

“The people here haven’t
had any form of govern-
ment for four years,” said
Capt. Jason Brezler, the civil
affairs officer for 3rd Bn.,
4th Marines, from Bronx,
N.Y. “To have a committed
and educated man like [the
district governor] here to
rebuild is a good thing.”

With the return of gover-
nance and continued coun-
terinsurgency operations,
including 150 children back in
school and shops opening in
the market daily, the people
will once again be able to live
and prosper in Now Zad.



through different [rehabilita-
tion centers], Anthony con-
tinues to progress,” Ivonne
said. “His eyes are open. He
is awake all day and sleeps at
night. He responds to
myself, his son, and men in
uniform – he seems to sit at
attention for them.”

Ivonne said Thompson
can make facial expressions
to tell her if he is in pain and
can move his hands, arms
and his left leg.

“All are signs he is pro-
gressing and improving,” she
said. “They are tiny incre-
ments of improvement, but
they mean a lot in the grand
scheme of things. Who
knows how far he will con-
tinue to come.”

While rehabilitation
centers are helping him
improve his motor func-
tions, the non-profit
organization Homes for
Our Troops is helping his
entire family improve their
way of life.

The organization kicked
off a three-day ‘Build
Brigade’ Jan. 7-9, provid-
ing the family with a
weather-tight structure,
built specifically with
Anthony in mind.

During the Build
Brigade, more than 300
volunteers showed up to
help erect the house and
provide support for the
project, said Vicky
Thomas, the media rela-
tions specialist with
Homes for Our Troops.

According to the organi-
zation’s Web site,
http://www.homefor
ourtroops.org, the organi-
zation’s mission is to pro-
vide specially adapted
homes for veterans who
were seriously wounded in
Iraq and Afghanistan since
Sept. 11, 2001, at no cost
to the veterans.

Ivonne said she contact-
ed the organization shortly
after her husband was
wounded, and the voice she

heard on the other end of
the phone told her Homes
for Our Troops had been
expecting her call.

Ivonne went through
the application process in
March and soon after, the
Thompsons were on their
way towards a place to
call home.

In no time at all, she just
watched a house rise from an
area where days prior there
was only a concrete slab, she
said in a phone interview.

“In four to six months
we will have a house
designed so that Anthony’s
wheelchair — his rather
wide electrical wheelchair
can make it into every sin-
gle room in the house,”
said Ivonne, a Humble,
Texas native. “The doors
will all be wider, there

aren’t going to be bumps
on the thresholds, there
will be a roll-in shower
built for Anthony.

Ivonne said she is very
grateful to everyone in the
community for their vol-
unteer efforts, and their
concern for her husband
and family.

“It truly is one of those
moments when you think
humanity is lost, and a
group of wonderful people
comes and shows you kind
and good-hearted people
are everywhere, just waiting
for an opportunity to help
in any way they can,”
Ivonne said. “I’m very
thankful the community has
honored him in such a man-
ner. They have given him a
home – a great home where
we can raise a family.”
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 What’s New in Plastic Surgery

 Thursday, January 28, 2010
 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
 Helen Gray Education Center
 6601 White Feather Rd.
 Joshua Tree, CA 92252

 MARK VINCENT SOFONIO, M.D., F.A.C.S.
 Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
 Section Chief, Dept. of Plastic Surgery 2002-1010
 Eisenhower Medical Center

 C O M P L I M E N T A R Y
 S k i n  R e j u v e n a t i o n  Tre a t m e n t  f o r  a l l  a t t e n d e e s  ( $ 1 0 0  v a l u e )

 TOPICS TO BE COVERED:
 • Body Contouring Surgery 
 • Breast Augmentation, Tummy Tucks
 • Non-Surgical Facelift
 • Non-Surgical Liposuction
 • Newer Longer Lasting Fillers for Lips/Facial Folds
 • Facial Rejuvenation,  Eyelids  & Skin Resurfacing
 • New Virtually Pain Free Cosmetic Surgery
 • Seating is Limited

 R.S.V.P. (760) 341-5555
 Member:  ABA, AMA, CMA, ASPRS, ASLMS
 Fellow:  American College of Surgeons
 Fellow:  American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

A special house stands two days into a three-day ‘Build Brigade’ project Jan. 8 in
Houston. The house, slated to be completed in four to six months, is being built by the
non-profit organization Homes for Our Troops for Petty Officer 2nd Class Anthony
Thompson, a hospital corpsman formerly with 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment. The
organization builds specialized homes for seriously wounded veterans at no cost to the
veterans or their families. Thompson was wounded after an improvised explosive device
detonated under a bridge he was guarding during his second deployment to Iraq in 2007.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

In an undated family photo, Petty Officer 2nd Class
Anthony Thompson, a hospital corpsman with 2nd
Bn., 7th Marines, lays next to his son, A.J. Homes for
Our Troops, an organization which specializes in
building customized homes for seriously wounded vet-
erans at no cost, started building a home for him, his
wife, Ivonne, and A.J. Jan. 8. The house will be com-
pleted in four to six months.

HOME, from A1
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 Yucca Valley   # 1   Chrysler Centers

 55288 29 PALMS HWY, YUCCA VALLEY

 (760) 228-1818
 72878 29 PALMS HWY, 29 PALMS

 (760) 367-1919 S ee us at,  or
 Bring Us Any Ad From Any Paper And Let Us Show You What We Can Do!

 Yucca Valley  # 1    Chrysler Centers Yucca Valley  # 1    Chrysler Centers # 1   

 USED CAR VALUES USED CAR VALUES USED CAR VALUES

 07 TOYOTA MATRIX

 #663829

 $11,888 

 Expires 1-19-10 *On approved credit plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepara tion charge, and any emission charge. Includes all rebates and discounts.

 All New 09
 Dodge Charger’s

 All New 09
 Dodge Journey’s

 All New 09 Dodge Ram 
 2500’s & 3500’s

 Your One Stop Shop—One Call  Does It  ALL

 $28.95
 Battery Test

 Check condition of battery. CCA and voltage

 Front Wheel Alignment 
 Inspection

 most vehicles

 No Charge

 $28.95

 99 LEXUS ES 300  02 CHRYSLER 300M

 04 MERCEDES C230

 LOW 
 MILES

 LIKE NEW 
 CONDITION

 Full Power

 07 TOYOTA CAMRY

 LOADED
 LOADED

 #038114

 $15,888 

 #2H13898

 $8,888 
 #0567110

 $6,888  Low Mileage

 #612957

 $10,888  Loaded

 NICE

 05 FORD F150 SUPERCREW

 FULL 
 POWER

 #F06835

 $15,888  XLT

 LOW 
 MILES

 08 TOYOTA SCION XB

 #034556

 $17,888  Sharp

 FULL 
 FACTORY 

 WARRANTY

 05 CHRYSLER P.T. CRUISER
 CONVERTIBLE

 #584664

 $9,888  Low Miles

 TOURING 
 EDITION

 05 DODGE NEON

 04 CHEVY BLAZER

 06 FORD FREESTAR

 05 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR

 GROUND 
 EFFECTS 

 KIT

 4X4

 07 PONTIAC G5

 #77251014

 $14,888 

 SPORTY

 Nice

 #199710

 $8,888  LOW MILES
 #BA36708

 $9,888 

 #K158354

 $10,888  4 DOOR
 FULL POWER

 04 VOLVO S80

 #365215

 $13,888 Full Power

 LOADED 
 LUXURY

 #J01407

 $15,888 LOADED
 08 FORD EXPLORER XLT

 REAR A/C, 
 3RD SEAT

 #a17174

 $17,888  4X4

 GREAT 
 FAMILY 

 CAR

 06 DODGE CHARGER RT

 #3183777

 $19,888

 LOADED

 LOADED
 LOADED

 Plus hazmat fees and taxes - Expires 1-31-10

 Expires 1-31-10

 Lube, Oil, Filter Change
 up to 5 qts Oil

 Excludes Diesel  /   Synthetics

 IN STOCK
 $10,000 $10,000 $10,000

 off* off* off*
 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000

 off* off* off*

 IN STOCK
 $6,500 $6,500 $6,500

 off* off* off*

 IN STOCK

 2010 RAM HEAVY DUTY, 
 MOTOR TREND  TRUCK MOTOR TREND

  OF THE YEAR

 IN STOCK 
 NOW! NEW

 Photo for 
 illustration 

 purposes only

IIII  MMAARRIINNEE
EEXXPPEEDDIITTIIOONNAARRYY  FFOORRCCEE

AL ASAD, Iraq - The Red
Horse Compound aboard Al
Asad Air Base, Iraq, is quiet
with the exception of the low
grumble of an idling 7-ton
truck and the conversations
of the few mechanics work-
ing on it. Most of the
Marines of Company B, 3rd
Combat Engineer Battalion,
are sound asleep after last
night’s route clearance mis-
sion. Gunnery Sgt. Deon
Farmer, the company main-
tenance officer in charge,
walks the lot as he supervises
his Marines’ daily efforts to
make sure the numerous
vehicles in the company’s
motor pool are combat ready.

In the combat operations
center, Sgt. Shamel Edrees,
the day watch officer, moni-
tors the Blue Force Tracker,
which displays the location of
2nd Platoon.

Second Platoon, led by
platoon commander 1st Lt.
Sean Knapp and platoon ser-
geant Staff Sgt. Thomas
Esquivel, is still on the road to
Camp Korean Village, clear-
ing hundreds of miles of
highway for the large convoy
behind them. The hard-
packed sand of western Iraq
rolls by slowly as the Marines
scan the roadway for anything
that looks out of place. In the
daylight, they can see for
miles in all directions, but
their focus is always on the
narrow sections of road that
each has been assigned to
watch. To pass the time and
maintain alertness, the
Marines tell stories of past
experiences with the platoon.

Cpl. Jacob Flick, who
operates the hydraulic arm in
the Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected vehicles used in
route clearance missions,
recalls one particular story
that has shaped the personal-
ity of the unit.

“We were at [Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training
Center] Bridgeport, Calif.,
attached to 3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment, and we
were on this really long march
in the snow,” Flick said. “We
walked for what seemed like
forever, and one of the guys
[got hypothermia]. It felt like
such a disaster, like it would
never be over, but the whole
time we just kept laughing and
telling each other ‘one more
[kilometer]; just one more
[kilometer].’”

“Humor through hard-
ship” has since become the
motto of 2nd Platoon, and it
has served them well.

At nearly the same time but
aboard Camp Ramadi, 3rd
Platoon finished their post-
combat checks and debriefs,
and their platoon commander,
1st Lt. Cooper Carter, sat
down to write his after action
report and talk over upcoming
missions with his platoon ser-
geant, Staff Sgt. Daniel Belec.
The platoon picked up and
moved from Al Asad to Al
Taqaddum at the beginning of
the deployment, and later
moved again to Camp
Ramadi, always operating
away from the rest of the
company. Now that these
challenges and many others
have been overcome, Carter
looks back in amazement at
the way his Marines have
performed.

“I was always impressed
to see that the Marines of 3rd
Platoon never failed to carry
out their mission with excel-
lence,” he said. “They proved
they could carry out their job
seamlessly, no matter what
situation they were present-
ed. Not only did the Marines
know their jobs to the fullest
and operate as a well-oiled
machine tactically on the
road, but the Marines also
grew into a tight well-oiled
machine as a family.”

While the platoon was
busy with missions most
nights and preparation and
maintenance on the few
other nights, the Marines
made use of every free
minute to make sure they had
a good time.

“It was a remarkable sight
for me to see a platoon of 35
Marines from all different
walks of life mesh into an
unbreakable group of broth-
ers,” Carter concluded.

Back on Al Asad, as the
afternoon sun heats up the
cans in the Tarawa billeting
area, 1st Platoon’s Marines will
be swarming about the motor
pool, conducting their pre-
combat vehicle inspections,
loading weapons and ammu-
nition, and looking each other
over to ensure they have all
their gear properly situated.

As the Marines go about
their various tasks 1st Lt. Rob
Caldwell, 1st Platoon com-
mander, and his platoon ser-
geant, Gunnery Sgt. Zellard
Lemon, will be doing their own
mission preparation, checking
up on recent enemy activity,
weather reports and friendly

Combat engineers clear routes,
build bonds through hardship

See BUILD, A8

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

(from left to right) Renauke Bain, Angela Nishnic, Brittney Wolcott, Yekaterina
Worthley and Yeseida Ramos were certified as dental technicians by the
American Red Cross at the Village Center Wednesday after completing 750
hours of volunteer work. Nishnic was also recognized as being the honor
graduate of her class. The certificates allow them to work as dental assistants
on all military installations. After undergoing both an individual and panel
selection process, the students spent about eight months in dental courses,
gaining classroom and on-the-job training. The Red Cross tries to hold three
classes a year with the Dental Clinic. To be eligible for the internship, appli-
cants must be over the age of 18, and must be a military dependent with iden-
tification, have a high school diploma and a completed application. For more
information call the Red Cross at 830-6685.

A ‘root’ to success

Whatever you’re 
looking for,

you can find it 
in the

Observation Post
Classified section
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 PHASE 2
 UNDER CONSTRUCTION

 A NEW YEAR... A NEW WAY TO STAY!

 Smoke Tree Villas
 CORPORATE APARTMENTS

 (760) 361-4753
 www.westernhomebuilders.com

 • From $1250/mo Turn- K ey 
 Fully Furnished From 
 $1895/mo.

 • 2 Bedrooms + Office/3 
 Bedrooms

 • Large Kitchens W/ W asher/
 D ryer

 • Includes  Utilities
 • Credit Card/ C orporate

 Billing
 • Month- T o- M onth Or Long 

 Term

 IN TOWN FOR A WHILE?
 GET MORE 
 FOR LESS

 MINUTES 
 FROM THE 

 USMC BASE!

 Bagley & El Paseo behind City Hall Bagley & El Paseo behind City Hall

TThhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  TTrraaddeerr  AAddss
iiss  nnoooonn  WWeeddnneessddaayy,, ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg
FFrriiddaayy’’ss  nneewwssppaappeerr..
Trader Ad forms are available at the Public Affairs Office and

may be filled out during normal working hours at Bldg. 1417.
Ads may also be submitted through e-mail, but will only be
accepted from those with an @usmc.mil address.  If you are
active duty, retired military or a family member and do not
have an @usmc.mil address you can go to the PAO page of the
base Web site at: http://www.29palms.usmc.mil/dirs/pao/ and
complete a request to publish an ad.
The limitations for ads are: 15-word limit, limit of two

ads per household and the Trader may be used only for

noncommercial classified ads containing items of per-
sonal property offered by and for individuals authorized
to use this service. Such ads must represent incidental
exchanged not of sustained business nature.  
AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiidd--
eerreedd  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr  TTrraaddeerr..

To have a “House For Sale” ad run in the Observation
Post, applicants must provide Permanent Change of
Station orders and have the ad approved by Base
Housing. This ensures the Combat Center Trader is not
used for commercial real estate endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come, first-serve, space available

basis.  If you have questions please call 830-6213.

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

11999999  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM  11550000  SSLLTT..
Extended cab, 4x4, runs good,
needs some work. $4,250 call.
406-1044. 1/15/10

11995577  NNAASSHH  EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE
MMOODDEELL  PPRROOJJEECCTT  CCAARR..
Registered, complete engine,
$650 OBO.5 Rims. Size 15, 6 lug,
off-road heavy duty. $180, OBO.
Call Jose 361-3509. 1/15/10

22000099  HHOONNDDAA  SSHHAADDOOWW
FFOORR  SSAALLEE.. Great condition,
low miles, never dropped.
$5,800. Call Logan for details.
423-504-6926. 1/8/10

22000055  YYAAMMAAHHAA  665500  SSIILLVVEERRAA--
DDOO  CCLLAASSSSIICC.. 9,200 miles.
Excellent condition.$3,600 OBO.
Contact Glen at 238-8850 for
more information. 12/18/09

22000055  DDOODDGGEE  RRAAMM  VVIIPPEERR
TTRRUUCCKK.. Commemorative edi-
tion, 505 HP, 6-speed, white and
blue. $31,500. 408-9088.
12/4/09

MMIISSCC..                                                           __________      

GGEERRMMAANN  SSHHEEPPHHEERRDD  PPUUPP..
Female, 6 months old, pure-
bred, house trained, all shots
and spayed. $100. 364-1133 or
774-0586. 1/8/10

TTWWOO  TTOOBBOONNOO  PPAAIINNTTSS,, AA
MMAARREE  AANNDD  AA  GGEELLDDIINNGG..
Trying to sell or lease for $225
per month per horse. Sell price
is $3,500 for mare, $5,000 for
gelding. OBO. Call Tim. Home
365-0831. Cell 883-0293.
12/11/09

LLAARRGGEE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  OOFF
FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  CCAARRDDSS.. Sports
heros from mid 80’s to mid
90’s. For sale in sets, individ-
ual cards or the whole collec-
tion. Call Stephen at 567-
7921. 12/11/09

Combat Center Trader Ads

Marines. The reenlistment
requirements may be the
same but a Marine’s chance
for reenlistment is not.”

By the time  undecided
Marines go home to search for
a job leading up to their EAS,
the boat spaces in their MOS
could close out, he added.

This comes at a time
when the Marine Corps has
already met its growth goal
of 202,000 active duty
Marines, initially targeted
for 2011. Having met this
goal, the Corps has scaled
back on bank-busting
bonuses like the ones
offered for high-demand
specialties merely two years
ago. However, bonuses are
still being offered for most

job fields, Gayden said.
Gayden said the rumor

that only certain, more high-
ly demanded MOSs are forc-
ing Marines to get out or
reenlist in another job field
is not true.

“I would look at it like
this – all MOSs are high-
demand job fields,” he said.
“The reason I say this is
because they are going fast,
and the MOSs that are open
may not even have a school
seat. In cases such as these,
we can't submit Marines for
those MOSs.”

However, there are still
alternative options for
Marines who will be left
without the chance to stay in
their job field.

“Marines should start
looking at lateral moves if

their primary MOS is reach-
ing its [first term alignment
plan] quota,” Gayden said.

Marines uninterested in
reenlisting in a different
job field, or who would
like to live the civilian life
but stay Marine, have
many options. They can
join the Marine Reserves,
Selected Marine Corps
Reserve, the Immobilized
Augment Detachment and
the Active Reserves.

Don’t wait until the last
minute to decide what you
want. Research your options
and make a choice so you
aren’t the Marine in the har-
bor waving goodbye, won-
dering what could have been.

For more information
about reenlistment options
contact your unit CRS.

SPACES, from A1



units moving along their route.
They’ll confirm the times and
locations for link-up with the
aircraft which will be support-
ing them, go over their mission
roster and deliver the mission
brief to the platoon.

Shortly thereafter, the
Marines will complete their
final pre-combat checks and
ground-guide their vehicles
out of the motor pool.

Lance Cpl. Jason
Sappington, a gunner with
1st Platoon, looks back on
one memorable mission.

“I can recall Christmas
Eve when we were prepping
for a mission,” he began.
“There was not a single sad
face, not a single Marine
thinking about anything but
the task at hand. That is what
is special about 1st Platoon to
me; that is what sets us apart.
Whether it be winning a flag
football game or finding an
[improvised explosive device]
before it finds us, we are
always focused on the task at
hand, always focused on mis-
sion accomplishment.”

Company B, also known as
“Bravo Nation,” has come a
long way since its humble
beginnings in Twentynine
Palms, Calif., in 2008. The
Marines have gained a tremen-
dous amount of knowledge of
their military occupational
specialties, operations in Iraq,
and how to employ the new
tools at their disposal. They
have learned fast, and they
have learned well.

Now as the Marines push
toward the successful com-
pletion of the company’s
first deployment, new chal-
lenges in future areas of
operation await these ready
and willing young warriors.

in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom.

During this deployment
however, the Marines of 2/7
will face a new set of circum-
stances, terrain and weather
conditions, including exercis-
es in the heat and humidity of
Thailand’s jungles and the
tropical rainforests of the
Republic of the Philippines.
More than 1,100 BLT 2/7
members arrived in Okinawa
Jan. 8-10 in anticipation of
the MEU’s spring patrol, and
Reed said his Marines and
sailors are up to the task.

“We’re absolutely ready for
it,” said Reed, citing an intense
period of work-ups the unit
conducted in preparation for
the deployment. “We have
had the advantage of great
people and the time to really
focus. We can’t wait to get on
ship with the 31st MEU.”

Staff Sgt. Kevin A.
Buegel, a rifle platoon ser-

geant from Company F, BLT
2/7, shares Reed’s confi-
dence in his men.

“My Marines are more
than ready and as excited as I
am about this deployment,”
he said.

Reed added his Marines
and sailors are fortunate as a
battalion to be able to focus
on a few of the commandant’s
key priorities.

“We can focus training on
amphibious operations, get-
ting back to naval traditions
and being at the forefront of
combined arms fire and
maneuver,” he said.

Cpl. Jonathan Metzger, an
amphibious assault vehicle
crew chief from Co. D, 3rd
Assault Amphibian Battalion,
BLT 2/7, said when he
deployed to Iraq, his unit was
trained and employed as an
infantry company. However,
now he will finally have the
opportunity to do the job for
which he originally enlisted –
executing amphibious opera-

tions in an expeditionary
environment.

“I know this is what I signed
up for,” said the Enid, Okla.
native. “It’s a great opportuni-
ty to be given this chance.”

The MEU’s commanding
officer, Col. Paul L.
Damren, greeted the first
wave of incoming BLT 2/7
Marines and sailors on the
Kadena Air Base flight line,
offering his welcoming
remarks, the latest college
football scores, and his con-
fidence in the unit.

“BLT 2/7 is making his-
tory with this deployment,”
said Damren. “Their recent
combat experiences in Iraq
and Afghanistan as well as
their thorough pre-deploy-
ment training program have
prepared them well to fill a
critical role as the ground
combat element of the
MEU. They understand
service with America’s only
full-time forward–deployed
Marine Expeditionary Unit
carries with it a significant
amount of responsibility,
and I know without a
doubt they will live up to
the high expectations we
have for them.”

During the MEU’s spring
patrol, BLT 2/7 will deploy
alongside fellow MEU subor-
dinate elements, including
Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron 265 Reinforced,
Marine Attack Squadron 311
and Combat Logistics
Battalion 31. The 31st MEU is
slated to participate in Exercise
Cobra Gold 2010 in the Royal
Kingdom of Thailand and
Exercise Balikatan in the
Republic of the Philippines.
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(800) 945-1866
55189 29 PALMS HWY., YUCCA VALLEY

WWW.YUCCAVALLEYFORD.COM

All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.

2006 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER PREMIER EDITION
Low Mileage, Only 51K 

V8, Audiophile Sound, Navigation Sysyem, Parking Sensors,
DVD System, Leather, 3rd Seat, Moon Roof, Premium Wheels.

VIN J17983 STK P1804 3.9%
Available**

3.9%
Available** $17,995

2008 CHEVY
COBALT LT

$10,7774-Cyl. 2.2L., Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, CC, Tilt, MP3/CD, ABS.
VIN 226616 / STK P1842

2008 FORD
ESCAPE LIMITED 4X4

CALL NOWV6 3.0L., Auto, 4WD, AC, Leather,
MP3/Multi-CD, R/Rack, Alloys.
VIN E46149 / STK P1806

2005 FORD F-250
HARLEY DAVIDSON 4X4 CREW CAB

$28,995V10 6.8L, Auto, 4WD, Oversized
Wheels 20”+, Fully Loaded, Leather,
Low Miles. VIN C95737 / STK P1772

2009 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE’s

$15,995Low Mileage, Up to 35 MPG. 
VIN 146438 STK P1826 
VIN 148177 STK P1827

2008 MERCURY
MILAN PREMIER SEDAN

$16,995V6 3.0L., Auto, AC, PS, PW, PDL, Tilt,
CC, MP3/Multi-CD, Leather,Moon Roof,
Alloys. VIN 638121 / STK P1808

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER X 4X4

$18,995V6 3.8L., Auto, 4WD, Stability Program,
Rear Seat, AC, PS, Tilt, MP3/CD,
Alloys.  VIN 627319 / STK P1825

2007 CHRYSLER
PT CRUISER TOURING

$9,7774-Cyl. 2.4L, Auto, AC, PW, PDL,
Tilt, CD, R/Spoiler, Alloys.
VIN 627371 / STK P1831

2005 HONDA
S2000 CONVERTIBLE

$17,9956-Speed, 4-Cyl., 2.2L VTEC, AC, PW,
PDL, CC, CD, Leather, Premium
Wheels.  VIN 004740 STK 10F038A

SPECIAL PURCHASE
ONLY 2 LEFT

53K
MILES

2004 CHEVY
AVEO

$4,7774-Cyl., Gas Saver,
Only 83k Miles.
VIN 237361 STK 1TD69

2009 FORD
FOCUS SE

$12,9954-Cyl. 2.0L., Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys. 
VIN 101099 / STK P1785

2008 FORD RANGER XL
SUPER CAB

$12,9954-Cyl 2.3L., 5-Speed, 2WD, AC, PS,
Tilt, Sliding Rear Window, Custom
Bumber.  VIN A38197 / STK P1776

2008 FORD 
F-150 STX

$15,995V6 4.2L., Auto, AC, PS, PDL,Tilt,  CC, CD,
Bed Liner, Custom Bumber, Premium
Wheels. VIN B82008 / STK P1788

2009 FORD
FOCUS SE

$12,9954-Cyl. 2.0L., Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys. 
VIN 104986 / STK P1787

2006 TOYOTA TACOMA SR5
PRERUNNER DOUBLE CAB

$19,995V6 4.0L,  Auto,  AC, PW, PDL, CD,
DVD System, Tow Pkg., Alloys.
VIN 294275 / STK 10T033A

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$26,000

2006 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY

$13,995V6 3.8L., Auto, Power Sliding Doors, AC,
PW, PDL, Tilt, CC, Multi-CD, Quad Seating,,
Alloys.   #VIN 713736 / STK P1823

2007 FORD F-150 XLT
SUPER CREW

$19,995V8, Auto, AC, PW, PDL, tilt, CC, CD, Tow
Pkg., Oversize Off-Rd tires, Oversize
Wheels 20”+.  VIN  B12066 / STK P1775

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$26,000

FEATURED VEHICLE

7-Passenger

LIKE NEW!

KELLEY
RETAIL OVER

$16,000

LOW
MILES
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

1 8 9 5 7 2 6 3 4
4 2 5 6 9 3 7 8 1
6 7 3 8 4 1 9 2 5
2 6 8 9 1 4 3 5 7
7 9 4 3 5 6 2 1 8
5 3 1 7 2 8 4 9 6

8 5 6 4 3 9 1 7 2
9 1 7 2 6 5 8 4 3
3 4 2 1 8 7 5 6 9

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

BLT, from A1

SSTTAAFFFF  SSGGTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  AA.. FFRREEEEMMAANN

Col. Paul L. Damren (left), the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit’s commanding officer,
greets a Marine from Battalion Landing Team 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, on the
Kadena Air Base flight line in Okinawa, Japan Jan. 8. BLT 2/7 will serve as the MEU’s
ground combat element during its upcoming spring patrol of the Asia-Pacific region.

BUILD, from A6



PPVVTT..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

LAS VEGAS – The war-
riors of Fight Club 29 bat-
tled head-to-head with other
Mixed Martial Arts fighters
from throughout California,
Nevada and Arizona and
were crowned overall cham-
pions at the Grappling
Experience Tournament at
the Riviera Hotel and Casino
in Las Vegas Saturday.

All 12 fighters medaled
and overall the team won
15 medals at the presti-
gious event.

The club also met with
Shane Carwin, the Ultimate
Fighting Championship
heavyweight contender who
is slated to compete against
Frank Mir for the interim
heavyweight title in March.
Carwin spoke with the club’s
fighters, posed for photos
and stressed his appreciation
for the military.

“These guys are coming
up to me wanting to know
about my next fight when
they are getting ready to go
fight a war,” the mixed-mar-
tial artist said. “If it wasn’t
for them, my family and I
wouldn’t be able to live the
life we do. It’s an honor to
meet the Marines.”

After spending time
with Carwin, the club
warmed up and mentally
prepared for their upcom-
ing bouts.

“Before the competition
started, I was a little nerv-
ous,” said Arron Stephens,
who received a gold medal
grappling in the 225-
pound, Novice Division.
“Once I got on the mat
and made that first contact,
all that went away. I was
just focused on what I
needed to do.”

The fighters needed to
win by either points or sub-
mission in four or five-
minute bouts. Novice and
beginner fighters grappled
for four minutes, while

intermediate and master
fighters battled for five min-
utes, unless someone sub-
mitted, or ‘tapped out,’ to
their opponent.

“People see the sport
and think it is mostly physi-
cal – size and muscle,” said
Fight Club 29 veteran Tyler
Moug. “What I like about it
is how absolutely mental it
is. You’re on the mat con-
stantly thinking about how
you can one-up the other
guy – constantly thinking
about how you can twist
yourself to get a better
position on them.”

The club got off to a
rocky start when Masters
Division fighters Darnell
Mason, 165-pounds, and
Klaus Springer, 200-
pounds, both lost their
first matches.

However, the momen-
tum shifted in favor of
Fight Club 29 after Mason
and Springer won their sub-
sequent matches, and
Stephens rallied in the
beginner heavyweight
bracket to defeat Steve
LaGrow and Jeff Viles to
win the gold medal.

After those victories,
Marcos Estrada, the 16-year-
old son of a Combat Center
Marine, exploded into
action, moving quickly and
strategically to defeat
Michael Lowenthal for yet
another gold medal.

Early in the competition,
Fight Club 29 head coach
Mark M. Geletko was
impressed with his team.

“We’re not quite to the
halfway point,” he said.
“Everyone is already
medaling – it’s looking
good for us.”

To emphasize Geletko’s
point, Dominic Waters,
another 175-pound Fight
Club 29 veteran making his
debut fight, pounced on his

opponent, Daniel Rhodes,
using a triangle-choke to
make Rhodes tap out.

Edward Gonzales, a
165-pound intermediate
fighter with Fight Club 29,
charged hard in his three
matches, forcing his oppo-
nents to tap out with suc-
cesive arm bars in less than
two minutes each.

When Moug took to the
mats in the 185-pound
beginner division, most of
the tournament spectators
shifted their attention to
his bouts.

Moug was explosive and
relentless. He also won the
gold by carefully maneuver-
ing into positions which
either gave him points or
helped him make his oppo-
nents tap out.

Not to be outdone,
Omar Askew, a 185-pound
intermediate fighter, grap-
pled his way through the

competition, winning gold
in his weight class and carry-
ing his victorious momen-
tum to the Intermediate
Absolute Division.

“The Absolute Division
pretty much shows who is
the [most valuable player] in
their experience level,”
Geletko said. “Everyone in
the experience level fights
everyone who signs up, there
are no weight classes. It’s the
absolute champion.”

Askew capped off his
tournament by defeating
Michael Childs in a grueling
21-minute battle. The pair
fought tooth-and-nail
before Askew finally gained
the upper hand by putting
Childs in a rear naked
choke which forced Childs
to tap out.

Moug also carried his
momentum into the
Beginner Absolute Division.
There he overpowered

Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton fighter J.R. McGill
to win the gold. For his vic-
tory, Moug recieved a set of
audio speakers he said he
will use at the gym where
the club trains.

After Fight Club 29’s
overwhelming victory,
Askew credited their suc-
cess to the teams positive
mental attitude and
Geletko’s conditioning
program. Askew said the
club trains hard at the
Crossfit Gym, completing
what has been dubbed the
“Spartan Workout.”

Askew also credits
Geletko’s overall guidance.

“[Geletko] is like a father
figure. He’s more than a ser-
geant major, he’s more than
a coach,” Askew said. “He
teaches us discipline – men-
tal discipline and physical
discipline. He has molded us
into a brotherhood.”

MM   aa   rr   ii   nn   ee     CC   oo   rr   pp   ss     AA   ii   rr     GG   rr   oo   uu   nn   dd     CC   oo   mm   bb   aa   tt     CC   ee   nn   tt   ee   rr
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PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Fight Club 29 veteran Omar Askew puts his final opponent, Michael Childs, into a rear naked choke for the win after the pair struggled for 21 min-
utes in the longest match of the Grappling Experience Tournament in Las Vegas Saturday. Askew won a gold medal in his weight class and a bronze
medal in the Intermediate Absolute Division.

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Darnell Mason, a
of Fight Club 29,
struggles to win
his second bout
against Ryan
Delaney during the
Grappling
Experience
Tournament in Las
Vegas Saturday.
Mason won the
match, and earned
a bronze medal in
the 165-pound
Masters Division.

To watch a video
of the tournament,
tune in to the
Commander’s
Access Channel 6,
or visit http://www.
dvidshub.net/?script
=video/video_show.
php8id=76914.

PPVVTT.. MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT.. GGAAMMSS

Fight Club 29 grappler Edward Gonzales, a 165-pound intermediate fighter, maneuvers
against Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton fighter Callen Montero during the Grappling
Experience Tournament in Las Vegas Saturday. Gonzales won his three matches in less
than two minutes each and tapped out his three opponents with arm bars.

Sin City smackdown

GGoolldd  
Omar Askew 185 Intermediate
Marcos Estrada 155 Teen Intermediate
Edward Gonzales 165 Intermediate
Tyler Moug 185 Beginners and Beginner Absolute
Arron Stephens 225 Novice
Joey Yeamprerre 155 Beginners

SSiillvveerr
Kris Nekuinda 195 Beginners
Dominic Waters 175 Beginners

BBrroonnzzee
Omar Askew 185 Absolute
Marcos Estrada 155 Absolute Teen
Daniel Marquez 155 Beginners
Darnell Mason 165 Masters and Masters Absolute
Klaus Springer 195 Masters

Fight Club 29 medalists



NNEEIILL  PPOONNDD
AMERICAN PROFILE

“Sherlock Holmes”
Rated PG-13

Scottish author Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle wrote several
novels and nearly 60 short
stories about his most popu-
lar fictitious character, the
legendary detective Sherlock
Holmes, and the cerebral
criminologist was portrayed
in more than 100 movies
throughout the first half of
the 20th century.

As originally and consis-
tently depicted, Holmes was
a pipe-smoking, deep-think-
ing, clue-sniffing genius; a
gentleman gumshoe who
brought Victorian-era bad
guys to justice without get-
ting his hands dirty.

That was then.
The new “Sherlock

Holmes” movie retains
story’s original setting and
time period, but updates the
character with some rock-
’em, sock-’em razzle-dazzle.
Robert Downey Jr. plays
Holmes as a brainy brawler,
equally at home in the back-
alley boxing ring or the drab
lab that doubles as his
disheveled apartment. He
drinks too much, dabbles in
noisy experiments that alarm –
and even endanger – his
neighbors, and has a con-
tentiously co-dependent rela-

tionship with his crime-solving
partner, the dignified physician
John Watson (Jude Law).

The return of a feisty
femme fatale from Holmes’
past (Rachel McAdams)
lights the fuse on the master
sleuth’s next adventure,
involving a ploy to take over
the world led by a dark arts
master who apparently
comes back from the dead to
begin his reign of evil. But
this would-be demonic dom-
inator first has to deal with a
certain pesky detective.

The plot races and roars
through a deliciously grungy
combination of real sets and
computer-generated imagery

for all sorts of big-action
scenes in and around turn-
of-the-century London,
including an epic, delightful-
ly destructive melee that
ends with Watson rescuing
Holmes from being
squashed by a runaway ship
and a dazzling climax atop
the under-construction
London Bridge.

Savvy moviegoers will see
the movie’s numerous con-
nections to other pop-cultur-
al touchstones. The cama-
raderie between Holmes and
Watson will remind you of
“Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid.” Holmes’
deductive clue processing is
depicted in jarring, quick-cut,
“CSI”-style flashbacks of
things he’s seen, assimilated
and filed away in his head.
There’s more than a trace of
“Da Vinci Code” in the mys-
terious, secret-society cabal
which fronts for their seem-
ingly resurrected ringleader,
and in Sherlock’s urgent race
to put together the pieces of
the puzzle before it’s too late.

Downy is a hoot as
Holmes, and the whole
movie barrels along with a
sense of unstuffy, unbridled,
PG-13 fun. There’s really
nothing here unsuitable for
older kids, even the subtle
double-entendre quip after a
hotel chambermaid discovers
Holmes naked and restrained
to a bed. He tells her that
underneath a strategically
placed pillow in his lap is
“the key to my release.” Get
your mind out of the gutter,
old chap – he’s talking about
the key to his handcuffs.

When the ride is over, the
stage is clearly set for a
sequel. Bring it on. The
durable character of
Sherlock Holmes has solved
countless crimes and round-
ed up a colorful rogue’s
gallery of lawbreakers over
the past century. But the
iconic detective’s most
impressive feat of all might
be finding the secret to turn-
ing a musty, 100-year-old
franchise into shiny new
blockbuster gold.
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 Get To
 Palm 
 Springs!

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626 (760) 367-2626
 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms 6868 Pine Ave., 29 Palms

 Don’ t  Let  The Body Shop  Don’ t  Let  The Body Shop  Don’ t  Let  The Body Shop 
 You Pick Be  You Pick Be  You Pick Be 

 Your Next  Acc ident! Your Next  Acc ident! Your Next  Acc ident!

 Cinema 6
 MOVIE TIMES

 Showtimes
 Effective 

 1/15/10 -  1/21/10 365-9633

 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 • ADULTS $8.00
 • SENIORS $6.00 

 • CHILDREN $6.00

 U-HAUL RENTALS  29 Palms • Joshua Tree • Yucca Valley
 361-7141

 Avatar

 (PG13)
 Everyday: 1:30, 6:00, 9:00

 The Book Of Eli

 (R)
 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Daybreakers
 (R)

 Everyday: 1:30,  4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 The Spy Next Door

 (PG)
 Everyday: 1:30,  4:00, 6:30, 9:00

 Full Service

 (Repair)

 Accessories

 Clothing & more

 Von’s Shopping Center next to Big O Tires
 57610 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, CA 92284

 VILLAGE BICYCLES
 villageguys@verizon.net

 (Life is Good® Organics)
 Road • Mountain
 BMX • Comfort

 Beach Cruisers• Trailers Margie (owner)

 (760) 365-6777

Lower Desert

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

Liber t y Call

TThheelloonniioouuss  MMoonnsstteerr  aanndd  DDooggwweeeedd
Description: Unique rock ‘n roll from Hollywood
When: 8 p.m., Friday
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

TThheeaatteerr:: OOppeenniinngg  NNiigghhtt  GGaallaa  ffoorr  ““BBlliitthhee  SSppiirriitt””
Description: A Noel Coward comedy
When: 6 p.m., Friday
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Road, Twentynine Palms
For information call 361-4151 or visit 
http://www.theatre29.com.

KKiinnggssiizzeemmaayybbee,, LLeesslliiee  &&  tthhee  BBaaddggeerrss  &&  BBoollllwweeeevviill
Description: Alternative country stylings
When: 8 p.m., Saturday
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

RRaattttlleessnnaakkee  JJaakkee’’ss  MMeettaall  MMaayyhheemm
Description: Metal bands Arbitrator, Remnants of Man
and Cadaver Lore perform
When: 10 p.m., Saturday
Where; Rattlesnake Jake's Restaurant and Bar
51572 29 Palms Highway, Morongo Valley
For more information call 363-6513 or visit 
http://rattlesnakejakessite.com.

22001100  AA  SSppaaccee  OOddyysssseeyy  --  AA  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  ooff  OOuurr  
NNiigghhtt  SSkkiieess
Description: A multi-dimensional, multi-media event
When: Free exhibit opens at 5 p.m., interactive show
begins at 7 p.m., Saturday
Where: The Blak Box Theatre
61231 Twentynine Palms Highway, Joshua Tree
For more information call 366-3777 or visit
http://www.hidesertplayhouse.com.

MMuussiicc:: LLiioonneell  RRiicchhiiee
Description: The rhythm and blues superstar performs
When: 8 p.m., Jan. 15
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit 
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

MMuussiicc:: SSttyyxx
Description: The rock and roll legends perform
When: 9 p.m., Jan. 22
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more info call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

MMuussiicc:: HHaarrrryy  CCoonnnniicckk  JJrr..
Description: Grammy winning singer/pianist performs
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 23
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit 
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

CCoommeeddyy:: MMaarrttiinn  LLaawwrreennccee
Description: The comedic actor performs standup
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Feb. 12
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more info call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

MMuussiicc:: JJoohhnnnnyy  MMaatthhiiss
Description: Pop legend performs his hits
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 13
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more info call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

CCoommeeddyy:: LLaarrrryy  tthhee  CCaabbllee  GGuuyy
Description: Blue Collar Comedy legend performs
standup
When: 8 p.m.,  Saturday, Feb. 20
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more info call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

TThhee  SSuunnsseett  CCiinneemmaa  iiss  ggeettttiinngg  aann  uuppggrraaddee
The theater will be closed from Jan. 8

through Feb. 12 for a lighting project which
will enhance your movie experience.
We apologize for any inconvenience.

The Lifelong Learning Library has movies for
check out new releases, classic titles and

everything in between.
Call 830-6685 for more details or stop by

building 1524 to check them out.

Meet the new, updated ‘Sherlock Holmes’

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

While the time period remains the same, the Holmes and Watson characters have been
updated. Holmes, played by Robert Downey Jr., is more of a brawler with brains, and
Dr. Watson is no longer the bumbling baffoon of the earlier movies.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

The return of a femme fatale from Holmes’ past, Rachel
McAdams, lights the fuse on the master sleuth’s adventure.



OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT JJAANNUUAARRYY 1155,,  22001100 BB33

NNaammee:: Tyler Moug
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Roseburg,
Ore.
UUnniitt:: Headquarters
Battalion
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Police ser-
geant
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: Two gold
medals during
Saturday’s Grappling
Experience Tournament
in Las Vegas
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee
ssppoorrtt:: “It seems so
physical, but there is more mental focus required than
people give the sport credit for.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  aatthhlleetteess:: “Stick with it. You’ll
reach your goals easier than you might think.”

Athlete of the Week Active duty military to receive free
admission to Bob Hope Classic
PPRREESSSS  RREELLEEAASSEE

LA QUINTA, Calif. – The
51st Bob Hope Classic, to
be played Jan. 18-24 in La
Quinta, is extending free
admission to all active duty
military personnel and
their families.

Service members must
present valid military identi-
fication when they arrive at
the SilverRock Resort admis-
sions gate, to be issued a
daily gallery pass.

“Bob Hope was such a
strong supporter of our

armed services, we want to be
sure any active military per-
sonnel can attend this historic
event,” said Bob Hope
Classic president and chair-
man John Foster.

During his long career as
one of America’s greatest
humorists, Hope entertained
U.S. troops so often he was
made an “Honorary
Veteran,” by a 1997 Act of
Congress, signed by then-
President Bill Clinton. Hope
died in 2003 at age 100.

Baseball Hall of Famer
Yogi Berra has been named

the first-ever “Classic
Ambassador.”

Defending champion Pat
Perez, and past champions
Mark Brooks, Chad Campbell,
Joe Durant, Charley Hoffman,
Justin Leonard and Mike Weir
are among the other early pro
entries for the 2010 Classic.
Famed musician Kenny G,
future baseball Hall of Fame
pitcher Greg Maddux, and
actor Kurt Russell are
among the initial celebrities
set to participate.

Practice rounds for the
2010 Classic at all four courses

will be conducted Monday,
and Tuesday. Tournament play
begins Wednesday and con-
cludes Jan. 24. The five-day
Classic features 128 top PGA
Tour professionals and 384
amateur contestants. All five
days of the Classic will be tele-
vised on the Golf Channel.
The top prize is $900,000.

In 50 years, the Classic has
donated more than $47 mil-
lion to charities throughout
the Coachella Valley. For
more information, go to
http://www.bobhopeclassic.c
om or call 888-672-4673.

Twentynine Palms Little
League upcoming events
The Twentynine
Palms Little League is
currently conducting
signups every Saturday
at the Twentynine
Palms Junior High and
High Schools, and at
the 4 Sports and More
sporting goods outlet
in town. Signups will
also be conducted on
each evaluation date.
Please arrive at least 45
minutes before your
child’s posted evalua-
tion time. We will
accept late sign ups
until teams have been
filled. Evaluations will
be held at Luckie Park
on the following dates
and times:
FFeebb.. 2211::
AA Baseball (Ages 6-
8) and Major Girls
Softball (Ages 9-12) at
1 p.m.
AAA Baseball (Ages
9-10) and Senior
Girls Softball (Ages
13-16) at 2:30 p.m.
Major Baseball (Ages
11-12) and Junior
Baseball (Ages 13-15)
at 4 p.m.

FFeebb.. 2277::
AA Baseball and
Major Girls Softball –
9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
AAA Baseball and
Senior Girls Softball –
10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Major Baseball and
Junior Baseball at 12
and 4:30 p.m.
FFeebb.. 2288::
AA Baseball and
Major Girls Softball at
1 p.m.
AAA Baseball and
Senior Girls Softball at
2:30 p.m.
Major Baseball and
Junior Baseball at 4
p.m.

All players who sign
up for Little League
will be placed on a
team. Evaluations are
used to help ensure
that each team will
have similar skill levels.
All players ages six
through 16 must attend
at least one evaluation.
T-ball players (Ages 4-
5) do not attend evalu-
ations. Please call Ray
Gonzales at 799-4444
with any questions.

Ultramarathoner stops at Combat
Center during trans-America run
PPVVTT..  MMIICCHHAAEELL  TT..  GGAAMMSS
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

TWENTYNINE PALMS, Calif. – Five days
after leaving Huntington Beach, Calif., 21-year-
old ultramarathoner Patrick McGlade made a
pit stop in the home of Combat Center offi-
cers Jan. 6-7 during his run across America to
promote awareness and raise money for child-
hood rheumatoid arthritis.

Col. Bill Mullen, the commanding officer of
the Marine Corps Tactics and Operations
Group here, hosted McGlade during his time
in Twentynine Palms.

Mullen said he heard about McGlade’s run
through one of his sergeants major and want-
ed to help, so he contacted McGlade’s father
Desmond, a retired Marine, and offered a
warm bed to the runner.

“For a man his age to have the ‘stick-to-it-
ness’ to run across America is above the
norm,” Mullen said. “Once I heard what he
was doing and why he was doing it, I volun-
teered to take him in. I admire what he’s doing.”

McGlade was also hosted by Lt. Col. Steven
Beck, the operations officer for MCTOG, in
Joshua Tree, Calif., Jan. 6 before he ran
through Twentynine Palms, where Mullen
picked him up eight miles past the town.

McGlade said he will spend four months
running an average of a marathon a day, six
days a week pushing a baby jogger loaded with
clothes, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches,
water, a tent and a sleeping bag.

His run will take him over 2,400 miles
and he will run until he reaches Tybee
Island, Ga., said Desmond in a Dec. 30
press release.

McGlade was slated to run past the inter-
section of Adobe Road and Highway 62 at
11:30 a.m. Mullen was waiting at the intersec-
tion to introduce himself. McGlade was ahead
of schedule, however, and made a stop at a

local drive-through restaurant. He approached
Mullen afterwards sporting a bright yellow
shirt, a baseball cap backwards, large sunglass-
es and a smile on his face.

“I like running – actually, I really like run-
ning,” said the Frederickson, Va., native.
“Once I heard about childhood arthritis, I
wanted to do something to help – something
more than just sending out flyers or pamphlets
to people.

“I love the feeling of running and these
kids may never get the opportunity,” he said. ”I
want to do my part to help future generations.”

His goal is to raise $50,000 for the Arthritis
Foundation by the end of the run, said
Desmond.

McGlade trained a long time for this run,
spending extra time in the gym, running back-
to-back ultramarathons during weekends and
running approximately 100 miles a week.

“This run has been awesome so far, I’ve met
so many new people, gotten donations, and
people seem to be really supportive,” he said.

He said the kind of support he has received
from families and people like Mullen has
helped to keep him motivated on his run.

“If you had asked me two days ago, I would
have told you I didn’t think I could make it,”
said a confident McGlade. “Now, I have no
doubt I’ll make it, I’ve got my head right and I
feel good about this run.”

For updates and more information about
McGlade’s run please visit the Web site,
http://way.to/patricksrun4arthritis.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  PPHHOOTTOO

This undated family photo shows 21-
year-old Patrick McGlade preparing for
a trans-American run to benefit child-
hood rheumatoid arthritis.
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 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms
 Service Department Service Department Service Department

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 1-19-10* 
 See dealer for details.

 We service  We service 
 all makes  all makes 

 and models and models
 72878 29 Palms Hwy 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 1-760- 367-1919 1-760- 367-1919 1-760- 367-1919

 LOW MILES • 
 LIKE NEW

 #64123738

 $13,888

 10% 10% 10%
 MILITARY  MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 2 9  Palms 2 9  Palms 2 9  Palms
 Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler

 Sales Open 7 Days a Week • Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 06 SCION XB

 05 NISSAN ALTIMA

 $8,888 FAMILY SIZE

 #65N408230

 Full 
 Tank  of
 Gas  with

  Each Purchase

 FREE 
 CARFAX
 Report

 Open 7 days a week

 GOOD CREDIT! BAD CREDIT! NO CREDIT! NO* PROBLEM!

 02 NISSAN MAXIMA

 $10,888 ONLY 39K MILES
 LOADED

 # 2T408599

 CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY! 
 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919

 FREE CAR  FREE CAR  FREE CAR 
 WASH  WASH  WASH 

 W/30-60-90K  W/30-60-90K  W/30-60-90K 
 SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE

 0% FINANCING FOR SELECT MILITARY PERSONAL

 FREE  Ride from Base • MILITARY DISCOUNT FREE  Ride from Base • MILITARY DISCOUNT FREE  Ride from Base • MILITARY DISCOUNT

 2 2 2  1 1 1 0 0 0  0 0 0  2 2 2  1 1 1 0 0 0  0 0 0

 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919
 72878 29 Palms Hwy. Twentynine Palms
 (760) 367-1919 • FAX  (760) 367-4430

 05 CHEVY MALIBU

 $6,888 FAMILY SIZE

 # 5M196813

 06 CHRYSLER 300C

 $18,888 DUB  EDITION
 LOADED

 # 6H 114888

 07 DODGE RAM 1500

 $19,888 4X4 • SLT 
 • BIG HORN

 # 7 J 561094

 07 JEEP WRANGLER X

 $22,888 4X4
 EXTRA CLEAN

 # 7L228392

 THE  THE  THE 
 LARGEST  LARGEST  LARGEST 
 SELECTION  SELECTION  SELECTION 
 OF  OF  OF 
 PRE- PRE- PRE-
 OWNED  OWNED  OWNED 
 VEHICLES  VEHICLES  VEHICLES 
 IN THE  IN THE  IN THE 
 HIGH  HIGH  HIGH 
 DESERT DESERT DESERT

 06 CHEVY MONTE CARLO

 $12,888 VERY NICE

 #69294227

 04 FORD MUSTANG

 $11,888 LOW MILES
 SHARP

 # 4 F 176027

 08 DODGE SRT CALIBER

 $18,888 LOADED

 # 8D642345

 Come by or Send in coupon to Hi-Desert Publishing Co. 
 56445 Twentynine Palms Hwy., P.O. Box 880, Yucca Valley, CA. 92286. Or Call #365-3315 Ext. 270

 __ Cash   __Check   __Money Order       Amount Enclosed $______________

 __C.C. #_________________________________________    Exp _____________

 Must include payment to receive subscription. In-county subscribers  only ! Valid from 1/1/10 - 1/31/10. Not valid with any other offer.

 Subscribe Today And Receive 2 Circus Tickets Subscribe Today And Receive 2 Circus Tickets
 Name__________________________________________________ Phone#________________________ _

 Address________________________________________________________________________________

 Hi-Desert Star  @  $35.00 1yr.  The Desert Trail  @  $22.00 1yr.

 Your Community Newspapers
 Working to serve you better!


