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Combat Center Marines train to
counter IED threats at Range 800

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

Improvised explosive devices
account for 85 percent of
American and North Atlantic
Treaty Organization forces
casualties during Operation
Enduring Freedom. So, stop-
ping this deadly threat has
been a top priority for mili-
tary officials.

After approximately 18
months of planning and con-
struction, the Combat Center
opened Range 800 April 9 to
train tenant units on the basics
of counter-IED warfare.

Mike Fay is the site lead
instructor for the new, $16
million range, which was
established solely for tenant
units to receive blocks one
through five of the training.
Many other suitable areas
aboard the Combat Center
are constantly in use by visit-
ing units conducting prede-
ployment training with
Enhanced Mojave Viper.

“The home station training
is already conducted at other
bases, to include [Marine
Corps Bases] Camp Pendleton
and Camp Lejeune,” said Fay,
from San Francisco. “The
IED is the most effective
weapon  for insurgents,
because they don't want to go
toe-to-toe with the Marine
Corps in battle.”

Fay said a combination of
data collected from overseas
and incorporation of the
data into the training they

give Marines has led to an
increased success rate in
combating IEDs.

“We've noticed improve-
ment in the units that have
had the training when
they're deployed,” he said.
“The Master Lesson Files
we teach are a precursor to
Mojave Viper and what
they’ll learn there. We teach
them the fundamentals of
counter IED warfare.”

Fay described what the
service members here can
expect from the range.

“The first lane also includes
possible IED and security
checks, reaction to detonated
IEDs in conjunction with the
five Cs [Confirm, clear, cor-
don, control and call] and fives
and 25s [five and 25 meter
checks around the vehicle],”
he said. “” said Fay. “In the
optics lane, Marines learn how
to use their optics on their rifle
or binoculars to scan for
IEDs. In the indicator lane
they learn about the visual
indicators of an IED.”

The length of the course
changes from unit-to-unit
depending on specific requests
from each command.

Scott Wheeler, a C-IED
instructor here, said it is
almost like an arms race
between Marines and a
resourceful enemy.

“We change the classes if
need be, based on our
research on the trends in
country,” said the Mendota,
I, native. “The enemy is

always watching us and always
recording us. They study the
patterns we use, and try to
one-up us constantly.

“They get to pick and
choose where they put the
IEDs,” Wheeler said. “To
help the Marines get better,
we try to teach them to
think like an insurgent when
dealing with IEDs, based on
the trends we've seen in
Afghanistan.”

Loren Hutton, another
instructor, gave further
insight into just how experi-
enced the enemy is, based
on their nation’s history of
conflict.

“Afghanistan has been
fighting conventional mili-
taries for 60 years,” said the
Apple Valley, Calif., native.
“They know what attack sites
worked well against the
British and Soviets. The
enemy likes to use them
again and again, because they
know how well they worked.

They pass these attack sites
down from generation to gen-
eration,” he said to an atten-
tive class of Marines. “It just
shows how much it means
that you do your research.”

Marines who have com-
pleted the training said learn-
ing and practicing these tech-
niques as early as possible
before deployment is essen-
tial so that implementing
them becomes second nature.

“We have a lot of new

See IED, A5
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LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Pfc. Dylan Williams, a motor transportation operator with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374,
investigates possible improvised explosive devices Tuesday at Combat Center Range 800.

Marine Mart opens for conve

—_— e =

nience

CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

YUCCA VALLEY, Calif. — The
sweet aroma of grilled steak waft-
ed through the air as soft music
mingled with the laughter of Navy
Marine Corps Relief Society vol-
unteers during the biannual
Volunteer Recognition Ceremony
at Sizzler Wednesday.

CHRISTINA L. FELDBAUER

Brig. Gen. H. Stacy Clardy lll, the Combat Center's commanding general, and Laurette Rogers, the man-

ager of the new Marine Mart, cut the ribbon during the grand opening ceremony of the Marine Mart across
from Carl’'s Jr. April 16. The store provides service members and dependants a one-stop shop, and fea-

tures a gas station, convenience store, laundromat and barbershop.

NMCRS recognizes
volunteers for hard
work, dedication

The ceremony, dubbed
“Volunteers Rock!,” was a two-
hour luncheon held to recognize
all NMCRS volunteers and the
hours they donated to help
Marines and sailors stationed
aboard the Combat Center.

The Navy Marine Corps
Relief Society provides financial

See NMCRS, A8

CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Sgt. Maj. John J. Elliott, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalions sergeant major, laughs with Marge Archibald, a mem-

ber of the “Mormon Mafia” who make blankets for the Combat
Center's Navy Marine Corps Relief Society.

Family fitness fun ~ See B1

Soccer season starts ~ See B1
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Get hip to HIPAA

TYLER PATTERSON

TRIWEST HEALTHCARE ALLIANCE

What non-alcohol related
activity do you enjoy doing?

Whether you access your health care through
TRICARE or a private health insurance plan,
you've probably had to sign a HIPAA form
every time you filled out paperwork at your
doctor’s office. Do you know why? What exact-

ly is HIPAA, and what does it mean for you? [

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not necessarily
those of the OBSERVATION PosT, the Marine Corps
or the Department of Defense.

HIPAA, or the Health Insurance Portability a ﬁ-,. 5
and Accountability Act of 1996. HIPAA works 5 ey e
for you by advocating four important things: ’l P
Insurance Portability 3 -
Simply put, HIPAAs portability require- L — &

ment means you can retain access to your *
health insurance while changing employers or M—
leaving the workforce. This helps avoid lapses PFC. STEVEN HUMPHREY
![?1 cove(rjage that could cost you benefits down T s C7

e road.

Lower Insurance Costs

According to a study by the Department of
Medicine at Cambridge Hospital and Harvard
Medical School, 31 percent of every healthcare
dollar spent in the U.S. is spent on administra-
tive costs. HIPAA aims to reduce those costs
through  “administration  simplification.”
Administration  simplification establishes
national standards for electronic transmission
of certain health information. If fully imple-
mented, this would help control administrative
costs while improving the quality and efficien-
cy of your health care.

Patient Privacy

HIPAA also establishes very strict rules and
regulations protecting your privacy as a patient.
It regulates how and to whom your informa-
tion can be disclosed to make sure your pro-
tected health information stays private. You
will get a copy of your HIPAA privacy rights
from your doctor as part of your routine paper-
work.

Patient Rights

Among other things, HIPAA gives patients
rights regarding their health information. 4

] like to watch movies and
college football and play
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare.”

CPL. CHARLES LONDON
S14FF JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFICE

e I like to lift weights and better
myself so | can be sexy for
the summer.”
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Thanks to HIPAA, you have the right to access, "
review and copy your protected health infor- e
mation, request changes to it, limit who can see _
it or what parts they can see, and more. B, S

STAFF SGT. MATTHEW CHASEN

Company C, 1ST TANK BATTALION

Want to know more about HIPAA, including
how TriWest, the West Region TRICARE pro-
gram administrator, protects your personal
information? Visit www.triwest.com and click
“Privacy Policy” at the bottom of the page.

like to fix stuff around the
house and spend time with
my kids.”

School Liaison Information

Question: What can we do at home to create good homework habits?
Answer: Homework is definitely a major part of your child’s education.
Here are some ways you can help your child build good homework habits.
It's better to develop strategies for dealing effectively with homework
- rather than fight the homework battle every single day!

* Pay attention to assignments. Kids can easily get away with not completing homework
if parents don’t know what the assignments are or when they are due.

« Be interested and involved in your child’s school work. If you show interest in the sub-
ject your child is studying, then homework becomes a time for you and your child to con-
nect instead of a horrible tasks to get through.

« Set the stage for homework. If necessary, let them rest a bit after schools so they’re not
too tired. Talk to them about their day and make sure the emotional needs are met. Are they
hungry? Have a quick snack. Do they have the paper, pencils, colors and all supplies they
need for the project? Don't give them any excuses to not do the work.

» Make it a habit. Establish routines around homework. Create a homework place in the
home. Expect them to do their homework at the same time/place everyday.

« Set a good example. Children learn by watching adults around them. If you have a daily
activity that you put off until the last minute, the child is learning a good excuse to do the
same with their homework.

« Be available to help. Homework can be hard and will get harder as they advance in school.
Homework is designed to build on the lessons learned at school. Be ready to help with ques-
tions, but not ready to do the work for them. Hold them accountable!

For more information, please contact
smbplmsmccsschoolliaison@usmc.mil or call 830-1574.

Combat Center Spotlight

Name: Cpl. Steven Afalla
Hometown: Minneapolis

Job title: Legal assistance clerk
Duties: Providing legal assistance to
service members and families.

What do you like most about your
job? “Helping Marines, sailors and their
dependants with legal problems.”
Significant achievements:
Humanitarian missions on the MEU
Hobbies: “Working on my junk 1980
Chevy box truck.”

Service: Four years

Time at Combat Center: One year

UNITED THROUGH
READING

Parents can stay connected
with their children during
deployments with United
Through Reading, a pro-
gram that allows parents to

bedtime story. This pro-
gram is free and open to all
active duty personnel.
Books and DVDs are pro-
vided. Call 830-6875 for
more information.

COMMANDING
GENERAL'S GOLF
TOURNAMENT

Course will hold the annual
Commanding  General’s
Golf Tournament May 7th.
The format will be a 4-per-
son scramble. Cost is $80
and includes golf, conti-
nental breakfast,
lunch and prizes. To sign
up and for more details, call
830-6132.

VARSITY
BASKETBALL
BEGINS

Varsity Basketball practices
begin April 26 at the West
Gym and Fitness Center at
6 p.m. Spots are still open
on the team. For more
information contact King
Bishop at 860-0293.

LUNCH AND LEARN
SERIES

Marine Corps Family Team
Building offers a Family
Readiness  Lunch
Learn Series once a month
from 11:30am to 1:00pm at
the Village Center. Bring
your lunch and learn from
guest speakers about topics
that affect our military
families. For more infor-
mation, call 830-4163.

record themselves reading a

The Desert Winds Golf

steak

April 27, 1805

First Lt. Presley N. O’'Bannon

the first time over a conquered
fortress at Derne, a stronghold
of the Tripolitan pirates.

Marine Corps History

raised the United States flag for

Eagle
Eyes

Report any suspicious activity immediately which
may be a sign of terrorism, including:

1. Surveillance

2. Suspicious questioning
3. Tests of security

4. Acquiring supplies

5. Suspicious persons

6. Trial runs

7. Deploying assets

830-3937
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Deputy Public Affairs Officer - 1st Lt. Doy Demsick
Public Affairs Chief - Gunnery Sgt. Sergio Jimenez

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
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sive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
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ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.
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chaser, user or patron. Editorial content is Freﬁared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are
Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, locat-
ed in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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Alcohol awareness key
to mission readiness

CPL. ANDREW S. AVITT

ComBAT CORRESPONDENT

Many people don't know five
servings of alcohol in one
sitting qualifies as binge
drinking or a driving under
the influence violation in the
state of California can cost
up to $13,000.

Unfortunately for many
drivers, they learn the sober-
ing facts after the hangover
and while facing DUI and
other serious criminal charges.

“I’'m not saying you can't or
shouldn’t drink, I'm just saying
be responsible,” said Billy V.
Smith, an alcohol abuse pre-
vention specialist with the
Combat Center’s Substance
Abuse Counseling Center.

Educating oneself is an
important part of being
responsible, he said while also
explaining April is Alcohol
Awareness Month.

Although the Marine
Corps was born in a bar and
drinking seems to be
ingrained in generations of
Marines, the importance of
being aware of the effects and
conseguences pertaining to
alcohol is vital, said Smith,
from Wichita Falls, Texas.

“The party animal aspect
of Marine life is changing,”
Smith said. “The Marine
Corps is pushing the healthi-
er Marine concept. The bot-

tom line with alcohol is that it
affects mission readiness.”

The SACC has many pro-
grams designed to keep alco-
hol in the forefront of
Marine Corps leaders’ minds.
The basic safety brief given
before every liberty period,
annual alcohol training for
noncommissioned officers
and annual commanders’
summit all aim to keep alco-
hol abuse a talked-about issue
rather than a private problem.

Smith, a recovering alco-
holic of 27 years, has been
there before.

As a corporal, Smith
began receiving treatment for
alcoholism after an alterca-
tion with another Marine in
his unit. He received treat-
ment several times before
kicking the habit for good.

“l was one of those hard-
headed Marines. Don't tell
me | can't do something,” he
said, reflecting on his younger
days in the Marine Corps. “If
I can get just one Marine
today to stop and think about
it, I've done my job.”

Smith regularly teaches an
alcohol impact class for ser-
vicemembers involved in
DUIs or other alcohol-relat-
ed incidents. Part of what he
tries to do is impress upon
servicemembers how alcohol
affects their perception, goals,
and to dispel alcohol myths.

The fastest way to sober
up is not by exercising, or
drinking coffee or water, but
many still put their faith in
this dangerous college lore,
said Smith.

What offenders should
believe, said Smith is that
DUIs and other alcohol relat-
ed incidents can haunt viola-
tors at critical points in their
lives like when applying to
colleges or jobs.

However, Smith said he
can't get the word out by
himself, commands play a big
part in keeping their Marines
informed.

Steve Mann, the director
of SACC, agrees with Smith.

“Prevention starts at the
top,” said Mann. “If you get a
command that’s loosey-goosey
about booze, it shouldn't be a
surprise when alcohol-related
incidents start happening.

Although it's tough for
commanders to focus on this
issue because their mission is
to fight and destroy things, we
believe that alcohol preven-
tion can help them in the end
by positively effecting mis-
sion readiness,” said Mann.

For more information on
alcohol awareness programs
visit the SACC website at
http://www.mccs29palms.
com/pages/mFamServices/
counseling.html#sac or call
830-7461.

Marines facilitate crop change through
agriculture transition program

LANCE CPL. JAMES CLARK

Participants in the Marjah Accelerated Agricultural Transition program register their
crops and where they live at the government center in Marjah, Afghanistan, April 13.
Afghan National Army soldiers and Marines with 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment,
are taking part in the MAAT program, which is aimed at facilitating the transition

from illicit to licit crops.

LANCE CPL. JAMES W.
CLARK

REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 7

FORWARD OPERAT-
ING BASE MARJAH,
HELMAND PROVINCE,
Afghanistan — A little more
than a week since it first

began, the Marjah
Accelerated  Agricultural
Transition program  has

begun to gain momentum in
Marjah, Afghanistan, April
14. The program is one of
several others, including pro-
grams provided by non-gov-
ernmental  organizations,
which the Afghan govern-
ment and coalition forces are
conducting in order to foster
agricultural growth.

The programs are de-
signed to assist farmers and
landowners in their transition
to alternate and licit crops. In

Prefer your news
from the web?

visit |
op29online.com
&=

or w-.\
29palms.usme.mil

many, but not all cases, this
involves the switch from
opium, the illicit product of
poppy cultivation, to other
crops that will allow partici-
pants to make a living, legally.
Designed as a short term
solution meant to give the
city's citizens a leg to stand
on, MAAT is aimed specifi-
cally at residents of Marjah
and only for the current har-
vest season, in order to stabi-
lize the city's market and pro-
vide residents with a viable
and legal source of income.
“We are trying to ease the
transition from illicit crops
to licit in order to prepare for
next year,” explained Maj.
David Fennell the Civil
Affairs team leader attached
to 1st Battalion, 6th Marine
Regiment. “We want the
Afghan people to under-
stand we're trying to help

them transition even though
we're interfering with [the
opium] market.”

The registration for the
program is a multistep
process where those wishing
to participate first sign up
with the NGO’s, from whom
they will receive seeds and
fertilizer. Next, they can
choose to participate in the
Marjah Accelerated
Agricultural Transition pro-
gram. If they decide to take
part in MAAT, they will reg-
ister where they live, the
amount of land they farm
on, and what crop they grow.

Participants will be issued
ID cards as well as vouchers,
which will be used later on
when they run across Marine
patrols, who will look in on
those who have signed up for

See CROP, A8

Did you know that you have the
right to choose your therapist?

You can have the best therapy
right here in town!

- HI-DESERT PHYSICAL

.

YA

YUCCA VALLEY

Yucca Valley, CA
369-1743

'REHABILITATION GROUP, INC.

- PHYSICAL THERAPY
- OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
- SPEECH THERAPY

Two Convenient Locations To Serve You:

56299 29 Palms Hwy

Hours: Mon-Thur. 7:30AM-5PM « Fri.7:30AM-4PM
Visit our Website at:
www.hdprg.com

Locally Owned & Operated

29 PALMS

5930 Adobe Rd.
Twentynine Palms, CA

367-1743

New Kabob outlet at Combat Center

il

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Major Chris Nicholson, the Camp Wilson camp commandant, and Ali Mehsen, the
owner of the new Ali Baba Kabob stand proclaim the vendor open for business
during a ribbon cutting ceremony at the Combat Center's Camp Wilson April 16.
The cash-only food vendor is an answer to a long-term problem at the camp. There
has been a lack of hot, fresh food for service members returning from the training
area, said T. C. Dowden, the contracting officer for Marine Corps Community
Services at the Com, and a native of Cromwell, Ind.

No more migration for diet supplementation

I'\l J

N

CPL. R. LOGAN KYLE
Christopher Meyers (center), a General Nutrition Center regional sales manager,
officially opens the Combat Center’s GNC during a ribbon cutting ceremony at the
main exchange April 16. The store provides installation personnel a place to pur-
chase vitamins and other nutritional supplements, which were not available prior to
the opening. “[GNC] makes it a lot easier for to get the supplements | need,” said
Lance Cpl. Matt Condie, a rifleman with Weapons Company, 3rd Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment, and Prescott, Ariz., native. “Now | don’t have to drive to Palm
Springs, Calif., or wait for them to come in the mail.” The store is just one of several
new establishments to recently open aboard the installation designed to improve the
quality of life of Combat Center personnel and their families.

WE have a solution for your

EOOKING D.I.T.Y. Move!

Local or Long Distance
for Iocal YOU CAN DO IT. “You %ar; p?ackhand II(oad it )éolursglf"
H WE CAN HELP. “We can help with packing and loading”
entertainment? WE CAN DO IT ALL, “We can pack and load it all for you”

*Door to Door in 10 days* *Free Certified Weight Ticket*
*Up to 60% Off* *Packing material available*

See page B2 for our

Your Local ' ca[dinal
LIBERTY CALL i sTomace
- 29 Palms, Ca.
section J 1-800-755-3264
Agent 760-367-7529

Are you or a loved one among the ranks of Morongo Basin residents who are sworn to protect and
serve? If so, we want your story. Hi-Desert Publishing Co. has revamped our annual public safety special
section to tell the stories of emergency medical responders, firefighters and law enforcement officers
who work in the trenches in the Hi-Desert every day.

“Real Stories of Those Who Protect and Serve”

will be published in JULY 2010 and will feature stories written by everyone from firefighters and EMTs to
sheriff's deputies, California Highway Patrol officers, military policemen and probation officers, or by
their family members.

To submit your story and photographs for the section, e-mail them to Features Editor Kelly O’Sullivan at
osullivan@desert-trail.com or call her at (760) 367-3577 for more information. Be sure to include your
contact phone number. All submissions are subject to editing for style and for length, and we request
that they be 800 words or less. We prefer text submissions via e-mail or on disk as a text-only or Word
document (.doc only, no .docx). Digital photographs should be at least 1 megabyte in size. If you don’t
have a digital photograph, call O’Sullivan for more information on how to submit a photo. Deadline for

all submissions is 5 p.m. Friday, June 4, 2010.
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1/7 Marines storm beach durlng raid trammg

CPL. ANDREW S. AVITT

Marines from Company B, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, keep their combat rubber reconnaissance crafts from being swept away by the tide after landing at San Onofre State
Beach during an amphibious assault exercise April 14. The battalion has been training for two-and-a-half months in preparation to deploy with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit.

CPL. ANDREW S. AVITT

. CHIROPRACTIC & ACUPUNCTURE
-~ services for the Comfort of YOUR PETS!

il COUPON EXPIRES MAY 31, 2010 fiuluiele

E O Chimpractlr:ur'
: D ]
15 OFF Acupuncture i

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Dr. Moustafa Seoud, Veterinarian o
has joined Norm Smith for the full

health care of your pets.

He Is a certified veterinary
chiropractitioner, a certifled veterinary
acupuncturist, and is trained in the use of B
homeopathic and herbal medicines.

three kilometers inland.

Complete Veternary Care For the Marines

Indoor Equine
Faclity

Medicine
Surgery
Dentistry

7332 Foneeriown Road,

223-1414 Yucca Valley, CA ';'EEH

Hours by Appointment

Go for the Gold

Friday, May 7"
7:00am show / B:00am start

The Deserl Winds Golf Course will hold the annual Commanding General's
Golf Tournament on Friday, May Tth. The format will be a 4 pr rson
Sign up as an individual or to be assigned {o a team

golf, continanlal breakfasl, steak lunch Hnrj |;.1||._e.:.l

To sign up & for more details,

call 830.6132 or visit MCCS29Palms.com
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SAN ONOFRE, Calif—All
was quiet on the shores of San
Onofre, Calif, the night of
April 14, except for the sound
of waves crashing on the shore
as the tide rolled in and out.

Treatment I Th(ta sceneI was t_sltiltl
almost surreal - until two
Emﬁ:djm ot older on artbnite Mf Marines rose from the water

slowly and aimed their rifles
toward the sandy beach
ahead. Their objective — find
a safe landing zone for an
amphibious raid force tasked
with taking out a simulated
lightly-defended enemy force

Company B, 1st Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, this kind of
training was far from what
they're use to. There were no
doors to be kicked in or rooms
to be button-hooked, no calls
for fire support or vehicles to
be dismounted. Just a quiet
beach and a group of heavily-
armed, pumped-up Marines

SC raml:ntﬂ.

waiting patiently at sea for the
signal to raid.

Co. B trained in numerous
maritime tactics during the last
two-and-a-half months in
preparation for the battalions’
deployment with the 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit.
This is the first time the unit
will deploy with a MEU in
more than a decade. The final
step in the battalion’s transi-
tion back to amphibious oper-
ations will be a large scale exer-
cise designed to fit all the
working pieces of what they
learned together.

“This is a great opportuni-
ty for our guys to learn what
it takes to operate on ship,
and get to see another side of
the Marine Corps,” said 1st
Lt. Derek Rey, the assistant
operations officer for the
battalion.

Some of the classes taught
to the Marines of Co. B includ-
ed maritime  navigation,
coxswain skills, scout swim-
ming, combat rubber recon-
naissance crafts and maritime
leading course, all of which are
essential for the missions they
will conduct as the 31st MEU'’s
battalion landing team. The
unit will provide the unique

capability to insert a sizeable
clandestine force into enemy-
infested areas.

The exercise started an hour
after dusk, using the low visibil-
ity of night as cover to start the
reconnaissance of the beach
landing zone.

A Landing Craft, Air
Cushion dropped 17 F470
Combat Rubber Raiding Crafts
15 nautical miles from shore to
begin the raid.

“We were on the water for a
while,” said Lance Cpl. Jacob
King, a wave leader with Co. B.
“The cold was a different type
of cold — the wind just blows
away your body heat.”

The crafts navigated
approximately 500 meters
from the shore. Eight scout
swimmers took to the water
and finned to the landing
zone to gather information
about the beach. They
assessed potential obstacles,
the best landing area for the
raid force and enemy pres-
ence in the area.

After determining the area
was safe, the scout swimmers
signaled to the rest of their pla-
toon to come ashore.

“Communication is very
important,” Rey said. “Radio

et

CPL. ANDREW S. AVITT

A scout swimmer hits the beach during a raid exercise.

might not always work,
infrared signals might not
always work, but as long as
the two types of communica-
tions overlap, the message
will get there.”

On cue, waves of Marines
from Co. B poured onto the
ashore. They moved to quick-
ly secure their water crafts
from the surging tide and qui-
etly pulled their boats out of
the surf.

“Once we hit land, we
trained so much that everyone
knew what they had to do, so
there wasn't need for much
talking,” King said. “But that’s
not to say things went
smoothly.”

As the Marines came
ashore, their boats and gear
gained additional weight
from the brisk water crashing
over them.

“The boats were so heavy
12 Marines couldn't lift them,
let alone 6, which made us real-
ize the need to carry something
in the boats to bail out the
water once ashore,” said Capt.
Roberto Rodriguez, the com-
manding officer for Co. B.

“Its good to train in horrible
conditions, though, because
that’s the way it could really be,
and they can only get better
because of it,” he said.

With all the gear and per-
sonnel accounted for, they
left a small security element
with the boats as the rest of
the company geared up and
headed for the objective just
three kilometers away from
the beach.

After completing an exer-
cise almost identical to their
mission aboard the 31st MEU,
the Marines headed to their
boats, and as quickly and quiet-
ly as they had appeared, they
disappeared out into the sea.

U.S. MARINE CORPS FORCES SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND
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IED, from Al

Marines in the company, and in the squadron,
basically,” said Capt. Roy Miner, Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374’s Motor Transportation
Company commander. “Training them specif-
ically to operate in an IED environment is
essential to a proactive warfighting posture.”

Miner's Marines are deploying to
Afghanistan the fall of next year and have com-
pleted the beginning phase of their training.

Miner said this training will benefit them
down the road as the squadron heads into a
hostile place.

“We're preparing our Marines, because there
is always that possibility they will encounter
IEDs when in a convoy,” said the Pittsburgh,
Calif., native. “I'm hoping they will become
familiar with these tactics being used by the
insurgents in the Afghanistan theater.”

Miner said his Marines have overcome the
initial difficulties of their inexperience and
have started to improve their tactics, work as a
team and adapting to their mission.

“The different parts of the company
began working together, and we’re building a
more cohesive company in an IED environ-
ment,” he said.

Miner said the obstacles his Marines will
face overseas are mirrored very well by the
new range’s training.

“We get a chance to refine and improve on
our IED [tactics, techniques and procedures]
in a realistic situation,” he said. “The training

Cpl. Adam Randall, a motor transportation mechanic with Motor Transportation Company, Marine Wing Support Squadron
374, patrols outside his vehicle Tuesday at Combat Center Range 800. The new range specializes in counter improvised

explosive device warfare.

and feedback we’re getting here helps us great-
ly improve on our TTPs before we actually get
over there.”

For more information on scheduling train-
ing, call 760-819-3413 or 760-310-4164.

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
A training improvised explosive device explodes
near a convoy from Marine Wing Support Squadron
374 Tuesday at Combat Center Range 800.

Cpl. Ty Baker [left] and Cpl. Adam Randall, motor transporta-
tion mechanics with Motor Transportation Company, Marine
Wing Support Squadron 374, scan for improvised explosive

7

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Loren Hutton, a counter improvised explosive device warfare instructor at Combat
Center Range 800, instructs Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 during
pre-deployment training Tuesday at the range.
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RELAY
FOR LIFE

This
Weekend
Sat. 9a.m.to
Sun. 9 a.m.

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY

RELAY FOR LIFE

Celebrate. Remember. Fight Back.

Imagine a world...

W\th more birthdays-

N 7%king it happen: _

2010 Relay for Life

Morongo Basin

April 24'" and 25"
Yucca Valley High School, Yucca Valley, Ca.

1-800-ACS-2345 www.cancer.org

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Lance Cpl. Evan Fraser, a military policeman with Marine
Wing Support Squadron 374, scans the open desert for
indications of improvised explosive devices Tuesday at
Combat Center Range 800. The use of optics to detect
IEDs is one of many techniques taught at the new range,
which opened April 9.

devices Tuesday. The
range was built to support
tenant units.
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Parker, Arizona is located on

the Colorado River, just north of
Interstate 10 on Arizona Highway 95.
This unique and affordable area
offers a relaxing outdoor lifestyle
and vacation atmosphere and
includes many businesses accessible
by land, boat or other watercraft.
Parker is home to many off-road and
water sporting events such as:

o The Parker 425

> The Parker 250

o The Gran Prix

o The Desert Challenge
o Ski Races

> Personal Watercraft
Championships

° Powerboat Races
Regatitas

Parker is the perfect year-round vacatio
of activities. Whether it’s watersports tha
fishing, skiing, wakeboarding and persona
camping, off-roading, golfing and RVing, we
RV parks, campgrounds, hotels, motels and re
accommodate you along the 16-mile stretch of t
“Parker Strip”. We offer a variety of restaurants, s
museums, libraries, wildlife preserves, a four-star g
course and THX 3-D 4-Plex movie theater, Parker Da
] llg 32 “The World’s Deepest Dam”, the BlueWater Resor

)" <4] Casino and of course, The Mighty Colorado Rive l

MAKE_PARKER, ARIZONA YOUR
NEXT DESTINATION, S
- YOULIsBE;, GI.AD YOU DID!

calL 928.669. 6511 fﬁ

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWWw. PARKERAREATOURISM (0 ),
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First team sharpens skills
oefore joining 31st MEU

.

CPL. ANDREW MORRIS

Sgt. Leanthony Bell, the 2nd Section leader for 81 mm Mortar Platoon, Weapons Company,
1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, supervises a live-fire patrol at the Combat Center's
Lavic Lake training area April 14. During this patrol, Marines received several fire missions
from forward observers and engaged multiple targets in preparation for the battalion’s
upcoming deployment with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit. Bell is from Akron, Ohio.

CPL. ANDREW MORRIS CPL. ANDREW MORRIS

Lance Cpl. Christopher Cengiz (far left), a mortarman with Gun Team 2, 81 mm  Lance Cpl. Kevin Ashley, an assistant javelin gunner from Fast Attack Platoon, Weapons
Mortar Platoon, Weapons Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, = Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, inspects gear in preparation for a tactical
leads his team in a direct lay fire mission aboard the Combat Center’s helicopter insertion while participating in Division Schools aboard Marine Corps Base
Lavic Lake training area April 14. During a direct lay, the team is respon- Camp Pendleton, Calif., Feb. 16. The three-week training evolution ended with the
sible for engaging targets without the assistance of the forward observers  Marines planning and conducting a raid on role players acting as an opposing force.

or fire direction control. Cengiz is from Houston. Ashley is from Gallup, N.M.
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First Afghan National Army

SGT. BRIAN A. TUTHILL

REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 7

PATROL BASE JAKER,
NAWA, Afghanistan — More
than 60 citizens from Nawa
District gathered at Patrol
Base Jaker, near the district
center area, for Nawa’s first-
ever Afghan National Army
recruiting and information
event April 12.

Attendees and ANA sol-
diers displaying automatic
weapon systems mounted
atop their trucks, watched a
squad of soldiers conduct a
close order drill demonstra-
tion, passed in review of
Afghan and Marine officers
and marched around a group
of citizens.

“Look at these soldiers,
they are not from here,”
Col. Ali Ahmad, an ANA
cultural and religious advi-
sor, said to the crowd,
pointing out physical differ-
ences in the soldiers who
hail from various parts of
the country. “If you join
the army, you will travel and
serve the entire country,
not just the town you're
from or the tribe you
belong to - but all of
Afghanistan.”

Men young and old nod-
ded their heads in agreement
as Ahmad described the ben-
efits the army offers each
individual and how military
service is important to the
future of an independent and
free Afghanistan.

“One message Col.

Ahmad delivered in partic-
ular was to dispel myths
and counter Taliban propa-
ganda about religion,” said
Maj. Ramon Garcia, the
Marine officer-in-charge

of Embedded Partnering
Team 1-1-215, which helps
train the ANA battalion
based in Nawa. “The
Taliban said the ANA is
very secular, that it’s
against the five pillars of
Islam, and soldiers are not
allowed to pray. He
explained how they pray
five times a day, and the
ANA encourages their
soldiers to practice the
tenets of Islam. I think it
dispelled a lot of the
propaganda,  especially
since he’s a religious leader
within the battalion.”

Many of the attendees to
the event were local farmers
or laborers, but most of
whom were outside the
qualifying ages of 18-32 for
military service. Despite
that fact, Garcia said having
so many elder males attend
the event to hear about
serving their country was
beneficial since those men
have influence in the local
communities.

“l was pleasantly sur-
prised at how articulate Col.
Ahmad was in talking to the
people about the ANA and
its significance to the future
of Afghanistan,” Garcia
said. “He didn’t conceal any-
thing. He was very upfront
and forthright with them in
everything he talked about.
That's especially important
because most of the front
row was elders, who will
help spread the word, and
the spoken word is very
powerful here.”

Even though 15-year-old
farmhand Mohammed Shah
attended the event at the
encouragement of a local
elder man, he said he was

SGT. BRIAN A. TUTHILL

Men from Nawa listen to Col. Ali Ahmad, an Afghan
National Army cultural and religious advisor, speak during
Nawa’s first-ever ANA recruiting and information event
April 12. More than 60 people attended the event at Patrol
Base Jaker to hear about the benefits of military service.
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SGT. BRIAN A. TUTHILL

Afghan National Army soldiers answer questions from local citizens prior to the start of Nawa, Afghanistan’s first-
ever ANA recruiting and information event at Patrol Base Jaker April 12. More than 60 people attended the event
to hear about the benefits of military service.

not particularly interested
in joining the army, but
would share the informa-
tion he learned at the event
with friends.

“Today | learned about
the army and how soldiers

work and help the country,”
Shah said. “I don't think I will
join, but I'll tell others what
they said here today.We need
a good army.”

For those men who were
of age at the event, most said

service in the army was not
necessarily appealing because
they had successful farms,
businesses or families to care
for in Nawa.

Although nobody came
forward to sign up for service

that day, Garcia still consid-
ered the event a success and
hopes to make future recruit-
ing events larger, more fre-
quent, and better advertised
to have more military-aged
males in attendance.

SGT. BRIAN A. TUTHILL
Col. Ali Ahmad, an Afghan National Army cultural and
religious advisor, speaks to a crowd of people at Nawa’s
first-ever ANA recruiting and information event April 12.
More than 60 people attended the event at Patrol Base
Jaker to hear about the benefits of military service.
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TOUGH MINDED

OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

Remember the haunting voice —over in the
motion picture “Field of Dreams” that strongly
encouraged a mid-western farmer to act on his
dream of building a baseball field on his farm?
The voice whispered “Build it and they will
come.” And, of course, his dream became a
reality.

Well, I've met a real life dreamer who is following
his dream. His name is Moe Pegorelli of
Twentynine Palms. He has taken a spacious
empty furniture store building on Adobe road and
is rapidly turning it into a popular gathering place
for people of all ages.

When the building is completely remodeled there
will be a pool room, a short order restaurant with
a wide variety of sandwiches, soft drinks, beer
and wine, a first class Italian restaurant operated
by an experienced restaurateur, and well
equipped Dutch bakery operated by a baker with
decades of experience as the proprietor of a
similar bakery in the low desert. The fabulous
dream is rapidly becoming a reality. Moe, his
lovely wife Sloane, and their children have
constructed a home in Twentynine Palms and
are already fully involved in the community.
What a tremendous addition they are to the High
Desert.

Moe’s business is named HEADQUARTERS and
it already opens every day and has enjoyed
incredible acceptance by the entire city in a
matter of a few weeks. Why not stop in and
check it out. Maybe even have a sandwich and/
or the drink of your choice.

Incidentally, Moe, a true tough minded optimist
with the courage to act on his dream may be
reached by telephoning 1-760-367-2100.

This message sponsored by:

The Strike Zone

At the Bowladium
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 3pm - 7pm
Saturday 10am - 12noon

Improve Your Game
Rob Fleck
USBC Silver Level Coach

760-218-3235

760-367-4627
800-995-1620
res19mxc@verizon.net

Dr. Lou can be reached at

Gombat Genter Trader Ads

1969 CHEVROLET CAPRICE.

2009

HONDA SHADOW

1999 TRANS AM. 30th anniver-

19 INCH SONY TRINITRON TV.

AUTOMOTIVE
1957 NASH EXECUTIVE
MODEL PROJECT CAR.

Registered, complete engine,
$650 OBO. 5 rims, size 15.6
lug, off-road heavy duty. $180.
OBO. Call Jose 361-35009.
4/23/10

1963 CHRYLSER 300. 2 door,
413 cui engine with push but-
ton transmission not running.
$2,000. Don 830-5581.
4/16/10

454 cui. Not original motor. FOR SALE. Great condi- sary, convertible, white with
With TH400. 2 door. Don 830- tion low miles never blue, 60,000 miles. $13,500
5581. 4/16/10 : N OBO. 408-9088. 1/29/10

2002 CR250R DIRT BIKE dropped. Black wih flame

Eline stater, FMF pipe and PN stripes. $5,250 OBO. VIPER TRUCK. V-10, 6-speed,
silencer. Paddle tire for the Call Logan for details. 423- white with blue stripes, commem-

dunes. Runs very good, hardl
riden. $3,000. 910-3979. 4/9/1

2002 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX
GT. Leather interior, loaded,
alloy wheels, V-6 3.8L, 77,000
miles. Selling for payoff. $6,000.
Call Dane at 368-9535. 3/26/10

504-6926. 3/12/10

1962 M37 3/4-TON MILITARY
DODGE POWER WAGON 4X4.

Runs strong. Looks great.
$7,900. Call Greg 401-0636
2/26/10

orative edition, 24,000 miles, war-
ranty. $31,500. 408-9088. 1/29/10

MISC.

TWO PAINT HORSES. For
lease or sale. $225 per month
lease. 367-0831. 4/16/10

Silver with remote. Asking $50
0.B.O. Contact 368-9535.
3/26/10

PINE FOUR DOOR ENTERTAIN-
MENT CENTER. Holds 32 inch TV.
Tall corner unit, chestnut finish.
$100. O.B.O. Contact 368-9535.
3/26/10

8 X 20 CONEX BOX. $1,750.
Call 219-2184. 2/12/10

The deadline for submitting Trader Ads
is noon Wednesday, for the upcoming

Friday’s newspaper.

Trader Ad forms are available a the Public Affairs Office
and may befilled out during normal working hoursat Bldg.
1417. Ads may adso be submitted through e-mail, but will
only be accepted from those with an @usmc.mil address.

PAO page of the
request to publish an ad.

If you are active duty, retired military or afamily member
and do not have an @usmc.mil address you can go to the
base  Web
http:/mmww.29palms.usme.mil /dird/pao/ and complete a

The limitations for ads are: 15-word limit, limit of
two ads per household and the Trader may be used

ste  at

nature.

only for noncommercial classified ads containing
items of personal property offered by and for individ-
uals authorized to use this service. Such ads must rep-
resent incidental exchanged not of sustained business

Ads for housing rentals will not be con-
sidered for the Combat Center Trader.

To have a“House For Sal€’ ad run in the Observation
Post, gpplicants must provide Permanent Change of
Station ordersand have the ad approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Center Trader is not used for

commercial rea estate endeavors.

Ads are run on afirst-come, first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions please call 830-6213.
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the program, in order to gauge whether or not they
have made the change to their target crop.

If MAAT-registered land owners make the
change to licit crops, they will then receive payment,
3,000 Afghanis and new tools, including wheelbar-
rows, shovels, and a new water pump.

To date approximately 1,000 people have registered
for the program, Fennell explained, adding that although
the turnout wasn't as large as was first anticipated, it is
seen as a good sign in light of reports from locals stating
that residents have received threats from the Taliban.
Many of which came in the form of night letters, which
are written warnings delivered in the evening, forbidding
locals from interacting with coalition forces.

“We're here to make a good will gesture,” Fennell
said. “The thing I personally like about [MAAT] is that
the Taliban don't like it. Once we started this, reports of
night letters and death threats arose, and engagements
with the Taliban in the area increased. Once that hap-
pened, it was a sign that this was working.”

“The Taliban haven't had the effect that they
wanted,” Fennell said when he referenced a protest
that broke out in front of the government center a
few days prior. “The protest wasn't the end goal for
the Taliban, it was meant to be a catalyst designed to
create a riotous event, but the Marines, through
strength and discipline kept it from happening by
defusing the situation. At that moment, they fought
the Taliban and won.”

Projects of this nature affect the insurgency on
two fronts. The first is by challenging one of the
core aims of the Taliban, which is the interaction of
coalition forces with locals.

“Any contact you have with a local national is a good
thing,” Fennell said. “The goal of the Taliban is to keep
us from engaging with the government or populace in
any way. This program creates another opportunity for
us to interact with them and vice versa.”

The second front is more direct. By assisting farm-
ers and land owners in changing their crops, it allows

many of them to switch from growing opium, which
is one of the Taliban's primary sources of income,
explained 1st Lt. Michael Thatcher, the platoon com-
mander for 81 mm Mortar Platoon, Weapon’s
Company, 1/6.

“This provides the opportunity and incentive [for
farmers] to move away from illicit crops and denies
the Taliban money to fight as well as benefiting the
local populace,” Thatcher said.

LANCE CPL. JAMES CLARK

A Marine with 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment
greets a young boy while out on patrol in Marjah,
Afghanistan, April 13. Marines and Afghan
National Army soldiers with 1st Bn., 6th Marines
are taking part in the Marjah Accelerated
Agricultural Transition program, a project aimed at
facilitating the transition from illicit to licit crops.

NMCRS, from Al

assistance to Marines and sailors and
their families through grants and
loans. Caseworkers also educate serv-
ice members about budgeting,
which helps them from falling into
debt in the future.

Organizers usually begin plan-
ning for this event six months in
advance to make sure everyone who
has volunteered hours in that time-
frame is acknowledged, said De-
Ann Lotspeich, a volunteer for
NMCRS from Alturas, Calif., who
gave 1,000 hours of her time.
“Eighty percent of the people vol-
unteer, so the organization really
runs on volunteers. They're not only
important, they're essential for the
team to work.”

Sitting amongst the volunteer case-
workers were groups of ladies who
make afghans, blankets and quilts for
programs like Budget for Baby. The
quilters added a little extra fun into
their groups with unofficial names like
the “Happy Hookers,” “Mormon
Mafia” and the “Cactus Syllables.”

Sgt. Maj. John J. Elliott, 3rd Light
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion’s
sergeant major, from Grandin, N.D.,,
was the guest speaker. He told them
how much he appreciates their hard
work and dedication. Elliott present-
ed a Wolf Pack coin to Ruth Hanft,
who has volunteered with various
organizations since 1944.

“This is our battalion coin, and
on the back it reads, the strength of
the pack is the wolf, and the strength
of the wolf is the pack. You embody

all of that, everything you do is
strengthening us,” Elliot said as he
shook Hanft’s hand.

The  94-year-old  Columbus
Junction, lowa, native, began volun-
teering in North Carolina for the
United Services Organizations, then
for the American Red Cross. When she
moved to Japan with her husband, she
volunteered as a Gray Lady to raise the
morale of sick and wounded service
members. She began volunteering with
NMCRS more than 30 years ago.

Fellow volunteers looked on as the
ladies were presented with their awards,
which ranged from pins, watches and
plagues, depending on how many
hours they volunteered for the society.
One active duty Marine, Master
Gunnery Sgt. William Cutrer, was
given a pin for 100 hours of service.

His wife, Michele Cutrer, the
chair of volunteers for the Combat
Center's NMCRS, said it is rare for
active duty Marines to give so many
hours due to their busy schedules.

“He is the only active duty volun-
teer to be getting his 100 hour pin [for
the Combat Center],” said Michele, a
Houston, native.

Elliott praised volunteers for
being a calming element in the chaos
of the storm.

“When [Marines and sailors]
come in, once they talk to you, it is a
little more relaxing,” Elliott said.
“There is somebody out there who
can help them and get them in the
right direction,” Elliott said. “You go
out there, volunteering your time
and effort to help these young men
and women get through their crisis.”
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Fitness Festival

CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Splash! Children squealed
with delight as a well-aimed
ball hit its target and a life-
guard plummeted into a dunk
tank. Music from a local radio
station punctuated the joyous
din of children’s laughter as
they enjoyed carnival-style
games. This was the scene
during the Family Fun Fitness
Festival at the Commissary
and Home Store parking lots
April 17 and 18.

The festival offered more
than just games, it was also a
source of information for
Combat Center parents to
learn about local emergency
and recreational services,
safety and family fitness.

Although this is the first
year for this festival, it is not
the only one of its kind.
More than a hundred
Department of Defense
installations across the
world are also gearing up
for their Family Fun Fitness
Festivals, according to a
Defense Commissary
Agency press release.

Despite the blaring sun
and heat, many families
attended the two-day health
hoopla to see what the instal-
lation is doing to enhance
their physical and mental fit-
ness and well-being.

“We have so many groups
teaming up together to
ensure this event provides as
much information as possi-
ble,” said Niki McBain, the
Combat Center's Marine
Corps Community Services
coordinator, from Jensen

£

makes family health fun

CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Scruff McGruff the Crime Dog gives a high-paw to Maribella Grotberg, 2, during the Family Fun Fitness Festival April 17 at the Commissary and
Home Store parking lot. McGruff, along with representatives with California Highway Patrol, the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department and
the Provost Marshal's Office were at the festival to promote safety and encourage youngsters to “take a bite out of crime.”

Beach, Fla.

MCCS Semper Fit, the
San Bernardino County
Sheriff’s Department, the
American Red Cross,

Combat Center Aquatics, the

Combat Center Fire
Department and the
Paintball Park were some of
the organizations present.
The Coast Guard also
made an appearance with a

boat and water safety booth.

A plethora of activities and

competitions geared toward
all ages kept the party rolling.
One of the more popular
activities was in the paintball

tent. Children watched in awe
as combat-hardened Marines
peppered targets with splatters
of paint. A few brave children
even stepped forward to
receive a few tips on how to

fire a paintball gun accurate-
ly and safely.

“I did really good at

shooting the paintball

See FESTIVAL, B4

Golf tournament an
ace for fundraiser

SGT. HEATHER GOLDEN

EDITOR/PRESS CHIEF

Almost 100 golfers mixed
business with pleasure as
they drove, sliced, stroked
and putted to the hole to
help provide higher educa-
tion opportunities to
Morongo Basin students dur-
ing the Copper Mountain
College Foundation’s 26th
annual golf tournament at
the Combat Center’s Desert

Winds Golf Course Saturday.

In just a day of play, the
tournament raised $7,000
for educational programs
and equipment. The college,
whose main campus is locat-
ed in Joshua Tree, Calif,, also
hosts classes at the Combat
Center for service members
and their families.

An entry fee of $70 per
player covered 18 holes of
best-ball play with a team of
four, range balls, breakfast,

&

SGT. HEATHER GOLDEN

lan Anthony follows through on a swing during the 26th
annual Copper Mountain College Foundation golf tourna-
ment at the Desert Winds Golf Course aboard the Combat
Center Saturday. Anthony, from Columbus, Ohio, was one
of almost 100 participants during the day-long event.

lunch and dinner, said Tim
Connolly, the assistant man-
ager of the golf course.
After 26 years of organ-
izing the same event, one
would think the planning
process to be relatively sim-
ple. Not so, said Mario
Villescas, the tournament’s
chairman and a CMC
Foundation board member.
“It takes hard work and
imagination,” said Villescas,
from Pecos, Texas. “The
first [planning] meeting was
in November, and we met
twice a month until last
month, and then we were
meeting every week. It took
hundreds of man-hours.”
The committee ran into
another issue which set this
year apart from previous ones.
“With the economy the
way it is, unless you talk
[with potential sponsors]
face-to-face, a letter request-
ing support is not going to
do it,” he said, explaining the
donation process which
funds the yearly competition.
Villescas said this worked
in their favor, though, and
opened up new opportuni-
ties to get out into the com-
munity and meet people.
The team raised funds
and made friends, he added.
A chance meeting with
actor Raymond Cruz, whose
resume includes playing Det.
Julio Sanchez on “The
Closer” and Domingo
Chavez in “Clear and
Present Danger,” during a
New Year's party earlier this
year gave Villescas one more
unique element to help make
this year's event a success.
One quick phone call to

See GOLF, B4

CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON
Abraham Razo, a midfielder for the Base Soccer Team, dribbles the ball down the field
during a scrimmage against his teammates Monday night at Felix Field. The Base
Soccer Team represents the Combat Center while competing in the regional tournament
against teams from other installations.

Signups for intramural
soccer end May 5

CPL. MONICA C.
ERICKSON

CoMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Aspiring soccer players
have until May 5 to sign up
for the Commanding
General’s Intramural Soccer
League, which begins at
Felix Field May 10.

Although four unit teams
have already been formed,
Skip Best, the sports director,
is hoping to have six to eight
teams before the deadline.

Team rosters normally
consist of players from
within the same unit.
However, if a unit has not
formed a team or there are
no open spots on their
unit’s team, potential play-
ers are eligible to play with
a different team by signing
a waiver, Best said.

“If | come across some-
one who really wants to
play, but they missed dead-
lines, I will still let them
play on a team as long as
they are eligible,” said Best,
a Honolulu native.

The season lasts until
mid-July, and the teams will
play once or twice a week at
Felix Field, depending on
how many teams sign up
for the league.

Some teams have already
begun practicing. Nathan
Rohn, a defenseman with
the newly formed MCCES
team, said the early start
will really help his team sta-
bilize as a group.

“We have a lot of [Marine
Corps Communications-
Electronics School] students
who play for our team,” said
Rohn, a Fountain Hills, Ariz.,

native. “They're really ener-
getic, but they don't have a lot
of experience.”

Rohn, who has been
playing soccer since he was
a toddler, said he acted
more as a coach to his
teammates than just a fellow
teammate during practice.

“I really urged the players
to communicate, but it is
something we still have to
work on,” he explained. His
players make up for the lack
of experience with drive,
determination and endurance.
“They never gave up out
there, so | definitely see the
potential for a good team.”

To raise the level of his
20-member squad, Rohn
began practicing with the
Base Soccer Team. The team

See SOCCER, B4
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The Paul Chesne Band

Description: Alternative country and rock

When: 8 p.m., Friday, April 23

Three Chord Justice followed by Lemon Sun
Description: Country crafted originals

When: 8 p.m., Saturday, April 24

Where: Pappy and Harriet's Pioneertown Palace
53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown

For more information call 365-5956 or visit
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

“April” at Groves Cabin Theatre

Description: An original work by Kurt Schauppner
When: 8 p.m. on Saturdays and 2:30 p.m. on Sundays
through May 2.

Where: Groves Cabin Theatre

8768 Desert Willow Trail, Morongo Valley

For more information call 365-4523.

City of Twentynine Palms Spring Concert Series
Description: Hazmat

When: 6 p.m., Saturday, April 24

Where: Luckie Park

at the corner of Two Mile Road and Utah Trall.

For more information call 367-7562.

Curly and the Black Lung

Description: A unique band whose sound is described
as acid folk

When: 8 p.m., Saturday, April 24

Where: The Palms, 83131 Amboy Road, Wonder Valley
For more information call 361-2810 or visit
http://www.curlyblacklung.com.

W

May Day! Country Western and Classic Rock
Concert and Dance

Description: Iron Horse Marines Inaugural Fund-raiser
featuring Billy Erickson and the Bandits.

When: 6 p.m., Saturday, May 1

Where: Palm Springs American Legion

400 North Belardo, Palm Springs

For more information call 325-6229.

The music of Snoop Dog and the Comedy of Mike
Epps in one show

When: 8 p.m., Saturday, May 1

Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino

84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio

For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

Battle of the Badges Boxing

Description: Law enforcement vs fire fighters
When: 5 p.m., Saturday, May 8

Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon

For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

Earth, Wind and Fire

Description: Music Hall of Fame band play their hits
When: 8 p.m., Friday, May 14

Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino

84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio

For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

Bongo at Morongo Il, with Mark and Brian
featuring Blue Oyster Cult

Description: The pop-rock legends perform their hits
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, May 15

Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa

49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon

For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

Steve Miller Band

Description: The rock ‘n’ roll legend performs
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, May 22

Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon

For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

TSRSSt Ciema

Friday, April 23

6 p.m. — Alice in Wonderland, Rated PG

9 p.m. — Shutter Island, Rated R

Midnight — Cop Out, Rated R

Saturday, April 24

11 a.m. Free Matinee— Avatar, Rated PG-13
Marines Got Talent - The talent show is free. 6 to 8 p.m.,
must be over 18 or posses an active duty military ID.
Midnight — Green Zone, Rated R

Sunday, April 25

2 p.m. — Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Rated PG

6 p.m.— Remember Me, Rated PG-13
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COURTESY PHOTO

Sam Worthington from “Avatar” plays Perseus, the mixed-breed son of the deity Zeus and a mortal mother.

NEIL POND

AMERICAN PROFILE

We owe a significant cultural
debt to the Greeks. Fine arts,
sports, medicine, philosophy,
the letters on the front of
frat houses — thank you,
achievers of Mediterranean
antiquity, for these and many
other fine things.

But you can't hold the
Greeks responsible for
“Clash of the Titans,” even
though it’s their story. No,
for this one, you can thank —
and blame — Hollywood.
And France. Paris-born
Louis Letterier, who brought
“The Incredible Hulk” to the
big screen in 2008, directed
this romping, stomping
revisit to the legend of

Perseus, the mythological
Greek demi-god, king and
monster slayer.

Sam Worthington from
“Avatar” plays Perseus, the
mixed-breed son of the deity
Zeus and a mortal mother
who grows up unaware he’s
got god-juice in his veins.
But when humans pick a
fight with their cosmic
CEQOs up on Mount
Olympus, and Perseus’
adopted family dies as a
result, he springs into action
as a resistance fighter. It's
only then he learns his true
nature, the unique position,
the power it affords him and
the crucial role he’s destined
to play in the epic struggle.

Now; wait a minute, you
say. Wasn't this already a

COURTESY PHOTO

When Perseus’ adopted family dies, he springs into
action as a resistance fighter.

Cinema 6

MOVIE TIMES 365-9633

Showtimes
Effective
4/23/10 - 4/29/10

Kickass Death At A Funeral
(R) (R)
Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00
Clash Of The Titans Losers « ADULTS $8.00
« SENIORS $6.00
(PG13) (PG13) + CHILDREN $6.00
Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00 Everyday: 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 900 Juwwcinemastneatrecon
29 Palms © Joshua Tree ® Y Vall
U-HAUL RENTALS et serziar

movie? Yes, indeed, it was,
back in 1981, when Harry
Hamlin put on a toga for the
lead role. This new “Clash”
throws one wink-wink at its
cinematic predecessor, in a
scene when Perseus briefly
comes across an object —a
golden owl — that featured
prominently in the first movie.

As you might imagine,
filmmaking technology has
changed a bit over the years.
Though the two “Clash of
the Titans” movies share
basic framework and charac-
ters, this one wallows in com-
puter-generated, special-effect
riches that were only a dream
back in 1981. Worthington's
Perseus battles gigantic scor-
pions, stalks the deadly, snake-
haired, serpent-bodied
Medusa and faces off with an
enormous, hulking beast
called the Kraken that rises
out of the ocean.

It's a spectacle, but not
necessarily one that dazzles.
The action sequences are
chaotic, the plot is difficult
to follow, and the cheesy sets
sometimes look like props
from a theme-park ride (and
it looks even worse in 3-D,
so if you go, save your
money and see it on a “stan-
dard” screen.) A meant-to-
be chilling encounter with
three blind witches comes
off almost as a comedy

sketch. As Zeus and Hades,
respectively, esteemed actors
Liam Neeson and Ralph
Fiennes bring a degree of
theatrical gravity to their
roles, but are mostly swal-
lowed up by the noisy, overly
busy special effects constant-
ly swirling, splashing and
slamming around them.

It's hard to miss the pop-
cultural cornerstones on
which this project was built,
from “King Kong” to
“Lord of the Rings,” not to
mention the sword-and-san-
dal format itself, established
in the 1950s by a wave of
Hercules muscle movies
and the stop-motion anima-
tion of Ray Harryhausen.
That'’s one of the problems:
We've seen so much of this
before. And even rip-roar-
ing special effects can't
carry a movie alone.

Character development
clearly isn't a priority here.
Nobody’s given much to do
that doesn't involve heaving,
cleaving, swatting or slash-
ing. But, in a way, “Clash of
the Titans” does make you
feel for its hero. By the time
Perseus sends Hades pack-
ing back to the underworld,
beheads Medusa, topples
the gigantic Kraken and
dives to the bottom of the
sea to rescue the princess,
you'll feel exhausted.
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SALONCABOUTIQUE

THE HOMETOWN FULL SERVICE SALON
R here por re reated ke a firenad™

(760)365-3700
56410 29 PATMS HWY
YUCCA VALLEY, CA 92284

OPEN MONDAY—- SATURDAY
EARLY AND LATE APFPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS

One Stop

whom we consider Family...

Printing and Copy Center

Founded in 1985 by Cindy Melland, VIP is
now a division of Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
and can be best described by our customers

Bill Horne— “VIP is the most
efficient of any of the printing
businesses in town. Most courteous
and friendly staff in town.”

X NEW
LOCATIONI

i -|-

Cindy Melland, Cheryl Russell Carol Meyers AI|C|a Robles
Ben Dufloth, and Jeff Church

9 p.m. — She’s Out of My League, Rated R
Monday, April 26

7 p.m.— Crazy Heart, Rated R

Tuesday, April 27

7 p.m. — Brooklyn’s Finest, Rated R
Wednesday, April 28

7 p.m. — Shutter Island, Rated R
Thursday, April 29

7 p.m. — Cop Out, Rated R

Bill Wilson — “| like the prompt
service. | received my order faster
than | expedited. The staff was
friendly and helpful.”

Customers Love Our New LOC&tIOh'S-
It’s Local! ¢ It’s Convenient!
Easy Access & Parking!

é 4

V/ALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING\ o
and Copy Center | \
56445 29 Palms Hwy. ¢ Yucca Valley, CA 92284 (A
(760) 365-6967 * vipprintandcopy@verizon.net \

We pride ourselves on our friendly customer
service & always treat our customers like family!

Stop-By And Join The Family!

— \fé ).\qu
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Combat Center Sports

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL
Josh Delos Santos, a player with MCCES 2, spikes on his opponents Tuesday
at the Combat Center’s West Gym and Fitness Center.

Antoine Lawson, a player with Dental,
defends against a spike from a MCCES
2 player Tuesday at the Combat
Center's West Gym.

Athlete of the Week

LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

TEAM
HQBN 1
MCCES 1
HQBN 2
Hospital
MCCES 2
Dental
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LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Kelly Cook, a player with MCCES 2, slap-serves the ball Tuesday at the Combat
Center’s West Gym.

Commanding General’s
Volleyball standings

WINS LOSSES

and agility

house.”
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LANCE CPL. M. C. NERL

Josh Delos Santos, a player with MCCES 2, stretches to keep the ball in play Tuesday at the Combat
Center's West Gym.

b

Name: Joe McKinney
Hometown: Oxnard, Calif.

Unit: Exercise Support Division
Recognition: Left centerfielder known for his speed

Favorite aspect of the sport: “Getting out of the

Advice for aspiring athletes: “Say no to drugs.”

CPL. ANDREW S. AVITT
James Robertson with Advisor Training Group, races to beat pitcher Steve Selser’s throw
and the tag from shortstop Ryan Avena, both from Exercise Support Division, Monday at
Felix Field during the opening game of the Commanding General's Intramural Softball
League. Robertson was safe at third. ESD defeated ATG 19-18.

THE COPPER MOUNTAIN COLLEGE FOUNDATION

would like to thank the sponsors of our 26th Annual Golf
Tournament for their support of educational excellence
in the Morongo Basin

To make a donation to the CMC Foundation or for more information, please visit
www.theCMCF.org or call 760-366-3791 x 5012

= Advantage Towing
= American Legion, Morongo Basin Post 761
= Bailey’s Auto Repair & Towing
= Bar Auto Recyclers = Cindy Mark Realty
= City of Twentynine Palms = Cook’s Oasis
= Copper Mountain Broadcasting
< DeMorrow’s Jewelry and Repair
= Desert Cycle Works
= Desert Oasis Real Estate
= East Valley Golf Club
= Farmer’s Insurance
= First Command Financial Plan
= George and Nancy Huntington
= Gordie’s Bar & Grill
= Hometown Furniture
= Joe Olson = Libby’s Realty
= Marshall Networking = National Park Tires
= Precision Realty & Rentals
= Stellar Performance
= Tatitlek Corporation
= Town of Yucca Valley
= Yucca Valley Chrysler
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CPL. ANDREW S. AVITT
Advisor Training Group
pitcher Glynn Vice lobs a
softball during the opening
game of the intramural
season against Exercise
Support Division Monday at
Felix Field. After a close
game, ESD pulled ahead to
beat ATG 19-18.

Did you know? |

If you are active duty,
retired military or a
family member
you can place a FREE
ad in our
Combat
Center
Trader Ads

See page A7 for details
and limitations

* World’s Largest
Rotating Tram

* Spectacular Views

* Dining at 8,500 ft

* Snow Activities
(Weather Permitting)

YOUR
'ENTURE
ARTS HERE

L= =

PALM SPRINGS

Tram

1-760-325-1391

pstramway.com
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FESTIVAL, from B1

gun,” said 6-year-old Ryan
Gendron, as he pantomimed
shooting targets. “I got the
target ten times!”

The dunk tank, supervised
by lifeguards from the Combat
Center’s Aquatics section, also
drew a crowd. Children
dunked a Marine in a barrel of
water and signed up for swim
lessons all in one stop.

Sheila Gendron, Ryan’s
mother, was more excited to
learn about all the free
resources and activities avail-
able aboard the Combat
Center. She said she never
knew these were available
before attending the festival.

“This is wonderful, because
a lot of us can't afford this
type of life outside the mili-
tary,” said Gendron, an Orange
County, Calif., native. “This
event shows us the cheap or
free way to be healthy.”

In conjunction with the festi-
val, Alan Friedman, the division-

Excellent condition, Lots of
Extras, Windshield, Too

Much to List! $5' 888

tle help from his mommy,

Fitness Festival at the Commissary and Home Store parking lot

April 17. The festival provided

ra of information and free resources about healthy lifestyles.

al sales manager of the Marine
Corps Exchange, said the
exchange hosted a discount for
all fitness supplies and sports-
wear, and the Commissary held
a case lot sale.

CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON
Liam Sutton, 3, prepares to knock over bowling pins with a lit-

Melody, during the Family Fun

Combat Center families a pletho-

Fore more information on

living healthy lifestyles or free
fitness programs offered

aboard the Combat Center, ment boasted a celebrity  plays a detective on the
visit http://www.mccs29 team consisting of Cruz,  CSI series.
palms.com. fellow “The Closer” “It sounded like a

Cruz and the tourna-

Geoffrey Rivas, who

YULLA VALLEY FORD
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2008 FORD RANGER
XL SUPER CAB

4:Gyl. 2.3L., 5-Speed, 2WD, PS, Tit,
Sliding Rear Window, Custom Bumper. (No Air Condting)

1 0,888

i.-‘

CERTIFIED
PRE-DOWNED

2007 FORD FOCUS § HATGHBACK
Hurry L
T

’WntLast

actors Phillip Keene and
Michael Paul Chan, and

5 -Speed, 4-Cyl. 2.0L, AC, PS,
Titt, MP3/CD, Great On Gas!

VIN 173897/ STK P1058A

| 1996 FORD MUSTANG GT GONV. |

V8 46L. SSpeed AC, PS, PW,
PDL, TILT, CC, Leather, Alloys.
VIN 152147/ STK 10F019AB

4-Cyl. 2.2L., Auto, PS, PW,
PDL, Titt, CC, MP3/CD.
VIN 344784 / STK P1890

10,888

4-Cyl. 2.0L.Auto, PS, PW,
PDL, Tilt, CC, CD, Alloys.
VIN 153830 STK P1878A

4-Cyl.2.0L, AC, PS, PW,
PDL, Tit, CC, Alloys.
VIN 585524 STK P1887

4-Cyl. 2.0L., 5-Speed,
AC, PS, MP3/CD.
VIN 139969 / STK 10F042A

512,888

4-Cyl, 2.0, Auto, AC, PW,
PDL, Titt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys.

VIN 114298 STK P1884

4-Cyl, 24L, Auto, AC, PW, $
PDL, Titt, CC, MP3/CD, Alloys. 1 2 888

VIN 028071/ STK P1889

VB5.3L, Auto,AC, PW, POL, T, CC,
(D, Hard Tonneau Cover,Tow Phg,
Alloys. VIN 244528  STK 10F139A

$ V6:3.0L, Auto, Rear Air, PW, PDL, $
13 888 Multi-CD, Premium Sound, Leather, 14 888

Alloys. VIND65742/ STK P1880

V853L Auo, AC PW, POL, Tit,
CC, CD, Tow Pkg., Premium
Whegls. VIN 137563 STK 971128

W MILE
HYBRID

4Cyl 231 HYBRID, AC, PW, PDL, $
Tit, CC, MP3/Mult-CD, RIRack, 1 6 888

Aloys. VIN B36416 STK P1870A

2006 VOLKSWAGON GTI 2.0

ow
MILEAGE

412, 0LTURBO, Tpkonic Ao Trs,
Sib mw Control, A MutiCD, Moo,

Premium Wheels. VN 089715 STK P1868A 16 888

4Cy| 25L., Auto, AC, PW, PDI,
Tit, CC, MP3/CD, Tracton Control,
Alloys. VIN 166762 STK P1854

40y, Supercharged, 6-Speed, SportPrg, $
AC, MP3(CD, Leather Panorema Rof, 1 7'488

Premitm Wheels VINJ33754 STK 1879

V6 3.0L, Auto, Rear Air, PW,
PDL, Tit, Mult-CD, Alloys.
VIN B03658 / STK P1883

518,888

2010 FORD FUSION SEL

ALY 10K
WilLES

VB46L, Auto, AC, PW, PDL, Tit, CC,
D, Bed Liner, Custom Bumper,
Aloys. VIN D25832 STK P1809

518,888

V.46, Auto, 4WD,AC, P, POL,
MFS/MuIn (D, Custom Bumper, Tow

18, 833 TR 333

; ]
4Gyl 25L, SYNC, AC, PW, PDL $
Tit,CC, MP3/Mult-CD, Leather, 1 8’ 888

Aloys. VIN 166528 / STK P1856

Phg, Aloys. VINATTESS / STK 1070644 Alloys. VIN 162996 STK 1857

VB30L, Auto, Rear A, MP3MutiCD,
Parking Sensors, Leather, RRack,
PlGlass, Aloys. VIN J42475 STK P1838

518,888

V6 3.5L, Auto, Advance
Trac, CD, R/Rack, Alloys.

$21,888

VIN A03096 / STK 03096

V§35L, SYNC, AC, Auto, PW PDL $
MP3Mut-CD, Panorama Roof, Premium 24 888

Wheels. VINATBS15 STK P1869

V854L Auto, 20D, Rear Al P, PD Ty
(C, MP3MCD, Pem. Soun, Tow P,

$ VB48L, Auto,AG, FullPower, Muti-CD, $
24 888 Audophile Sound, Leather Trecton 24 888

Premium Wheels VIN AS3631 STKIOTO ControlAloys. VIN 617168/ STK 189t

VB5.L., Auto, 4D, Rear A, VD Sysem, $
P3Nt D, eater&niSeatTokag 33 888

Prem. Wheels. VINAT69%9/ STK 107136
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All vehicles subject to prior sale, expires 7 days after publication date. “Plus Government fees and taxes, any finance charges any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge” and finance charges, if any.

SGT. HEATHER GOLDEN

Michael Paul Chan [far left] and Raymond Cruz [far right] look on as Geoff Rivas
points to where his ball landed in the distance during the Copper Mountain
College Foundation’s 26th annual golf tournament at the Desert Winds Golf
Course aboard the Combat Center Saturday. The three, joined by Phillip Keene,
were the celebrity team during the event. Chan, Cruz and Keene play characters
on television’s “The Closer,” and Rivas plays a detective on the CSI series.

GOLF, from B1

great idea,” Cruz said. “We
feel honored to be asked to
play here.”

“Any little thing to fur-
ther education, and I'm all
for it,” Chan added.

The committee cannot
take all the recognition for
another successful year,
though, said Villescas. He
also credited the golf course
staff for their efforts, saying
the foundation may have
organized sponsorship and
the details of making the
event happen, but the golf
course staff is the real rea-
son the tournament itself
was such a success.

The tournament is just
one of three annual
fundraisers which supply the
majority of the year's funds.
Other events include an art
auction and fall dinner.

The foundation provides
funding for “college pro-
grams and student support,
such as scholarships, student
events, art lectures, an annual
book for student writers and
art programs,” said Syndee
Slayton, the Foundation’s
executive director.

The foundation also
bought audiovisual equipment
and built a multi-function
facility, the Bell Center, which
includes a multi-use gymnasi-
um and sporting fields.

For more information of
the foundation’s events, visit
www.theCMCF.org.

SOCCER, from B1

plays against other installa-
tions and competes in a
regional tournament every
year. Many Marines use the
Base Soccer Team as a gate-
way to be scouted by the All-
Marine soccer coach.

“We really started practic-
ing early this year,” said Steve
Bohanan, the head coach for
the Base Soccer Team, as he
watched his players run
through warm-up drills. I
wanted to keep them active
and keep them playing.”

Bohanan, a Tacoma,
Wiash., native, said once he
has his team, they will
begin the “real” prepara-
tion for regionals.

“Their whole day will be
devoted to training,”
Bohanan said. “In the morn-
ings they will have physical
and endurance training, and
the afternoon they will prac-
tice individual skills. After
lunch we will scrimmage and
play games out in town.”

For more information
about intramurals or the
Base Soccer Team, call Best
at 830-4092.

CPL. MONICA C. ERICKSON

Andrew Ericson, a stop-
per for the Base Soccer
Team, performs ball con-
trol drills Monday night at
Felix Field.



