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Scoping out training ~ See A3 Making the call ~ See A6Storytime ~ See A4 Beasts hunt Rhinos ~ See B1

CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

Marines with Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 465 and 461 from Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., and
MCAS New River, N.C., check their H-53 Super Stallions Dec. 9 before morning missions in their Enhanced Mojave
Viper. The squadrons teamed up to support EMV.

CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

Santa Claus and his elves ride aboard an M1A1 main battle tank at the Combat Center Thursday. The festive
group, which included his “reindeer,” 1st Tank Battalion Marines on motocycles, ended their journey at the 1st
Tank Bn. Christmas party where they delivered toys and candy to the unit’s children. Later, the children lined
up to sit on Santa’s lap, take photos and whisper what they want for Christmas into his ear.

St. Nick invades Combat Center

East, West Coast squadrons team up for EMV
CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Elements of Marine Heavy
Lift Helicopter Squadrons
465 and 461 teamed up to
prepare for their upcoming
deployments to Afghanistan
in support of Operation

Enduring Freedom during
Enhanced Mojave Viper, a
pre-deployment training
exercise aboard the Combat
Center, Dec. 9.

The two heavy lift
squadrons from Marine
Corps Air Station New River,
N.C., and MCAS Miramar,

Calif., respectively, combined
to support ground missions
and carried out extensive
maintenance to keep their
CH-53E Super Stallions in the
air the entire time, said Maj.
Jade Campbell, a CH-53E
pilot with HMH-461 and a
native of Carson City, Nev.

“We’ve been executing
missions every day,” Campbell
said. “Both squadrons have
been supporting logistics ele-
ments with resupply and
heavy lifting, and we’ve been
carrying out both day and

See EMV, A4

SSGGTT.. HHEEAATTHHEERR  GGOOLLDDEENN

Gunnery Sgt. Andrew Suthers, the operations chief for
the Infantry Officer Course in Quantico, Va., explains a
color-coded light system on the Solar Portable
Alternative Communications Energy System at the
Combat Center Monday. The SPACES is designed to tac-
tically charge batteries and run communications equip-
ment in remote areas such as Afghanistan.

2nd Bn., 7th Marines bid farewell to sergeant major
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  
AANNDDRREEWW  DD..  TTHHOORRBBUURRNN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Marines and sailors with
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, bid farewell to
Sgt. Maj. Eric W. Rummel as
he moved to his next com-
mand and welcomed Sgt.
Maj. Michael P. Woods as
their new battalion sergeant
major at Lance Cpl. Torrey
L. Gray Field Dec.10.

“Today is a significant
event in the life of our unit,”
said Lt. Col. John M. Reed, the

battalion commanding officer.
“Today we farewell to our ser-
geant major and rejoice in his
contributions to our success.”

Rummel joined the unit
in December of 2007 as the
company first sergeant for
fox Company and deployed
to Afghanistan with them in
support of Operation
Enduring Freedom. While
serving with Fox Co., he was
promoted and assumed the
duties as battalion sergeant
major for 2nd Bn.

“It has been a great honor
to act as both a first sergeant

and sergeant major for this
battalion,” said Rummel. “You
look over the years of history
for this battalion. and it is one
heck of a battalion and rightly
recognized as being such.”

Woods, from Kansas City,
Mo., comes to the battalion
after serving as a company
first sergeant for Headquarters
and Service Co. and Co. K
with 3rd Bn. 7th Marines.

During his 18 years as a
Marine, Woods has served
in many capacities through-
out the Corps, including as a
security guard for the

American Embassy in
Rangoon, Burma; and a drill
instructor, senior drill
instructor and staff non-
commissioned officer in
charge of the Water Survival
Section at Marine Corps
Recruit Depot Parris Island,
S.C. He was deployed as a
tank gunner during
Operations Decisive Endeavor
in the former Yugoslavia,
Silver Wake in Albania and
Decisive Endeavour in
Zaire, Africa. He also served

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Sergeant Maj. Eric W. Rummel, the outgoing battalion
sergeant major of 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
stands proudly with Sgt. Maj. Michael P. Woods, the
incoming battalion sergeant major, at Lance Cpl.Torrey L.
Gray Field, Dec. 10.See FAREWELL, A7

‘Going green’ with
SPACES could save lives
SSGGTT..  HHEEAATTHHEERR  GGOOLLDDEENN
PRESS CHIEF/EDITOR

A new portable, solar energy
converter designed to tactical-
ly charge batteries and run
communications equipment
could soon help save lives in
combat zones.

The Solar Portable
Alternative Communications
Energy System consists of sev-
eral foldable solar panels, a
multitude of output and input
cables and adapters, and a small
box no bigger than the average
game console.

In theory, by using the
SPACES, troops deployed to
remote areas like Afghanistan
would be able to power every-
thing from AN/PRC-119F
SINCGARS radios and com-
bat operations centers to
humvees. This would greatly
reduce the need for resupply
missions for generator fuel and
expose fewer Marines to dan-
gerous enemy attacks, said Maj.

Carlos Barela, the director of
the Infantry Officer Course
out of Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Va.

“It lessens the likelihood of
Marines being killed for a
resupply that, in the future,
may not have had to go,” said
the Albuquerque, N.M., native.

The IOC was in the
Delta/Prospect Training Areas
last week conducting the day
and night attacks that serve as
the students’ culminating train-
ing event. They have been tak-
ing the $7,485 system on trial
runs during their field training
operations to see what works
and what needs improvement.

The “results varied” in the
heavily-shaded areas of the
Virginia base, as interference
from the tree line made pow-
ering up difficult, said Capt.
Andrew Eckert, an instructor
for IOC Class 1-11. Variables
that affected the system

See SPACES, A7

Perimeter patrols
increased for safety
In an effort to ensure the
safety of the public and the
security of the Combat
Center and its training areas,
Combat Center law enforce-
ment officials will be step-
ping up patrols of the base
perimeter during the holiday
season. Surveillance methods
have also been increased.
Those out enjoying the natu-
ral beauty of our local area
are reminded of their
responsibility to know their

location with respect to the
boundaries of the base. The
Combat Center is the Marine
Corps' live-fire training cen-
ter and supports regular
training events including
artillery, tanks, aviation bom-
bardment and gunnery
among just a myriad of com-
bat training capabilities.

Check out page A5 for a full
map of the Combat Center’s
boundaries in relation to the
outlying communities.
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Filmdom’s Alastair
4. Errand runner
9. Unstimulating java
14.Hollywood’s 

Thurman
15.Kate’s sitcom 

friend
16.Word with spitting

or mirror
17.She played 

identical cousins
19.Hourglass, e.g.
20.1961 Best Actor 

Maximilian
21.Slovenly woman
23.Keister
25.In need of sanding

or salting
26.Top banana
29.“One O’Clock 

Jump” player
35.Bar bill
36.Attendance guess:

Abbr.
37.Smooth as silk
38.Shi’ite’s deity
41.Sci-fi visitors

43.V-formation fliers
44.Stay out of sight
46.Ernie of the links
48.Berlin’s land:

Abbr.
49.Chief Justice,

1953-69
51.Vietnamese 

festivals
52.“This __ stickup!”
53.Suffix with soft or

hard
55.Result of an 

overactive pituitary
60.Social outcast
64.__ con pollo
65.Director of

“Cabaret” and 
“Evita”

67.Radio hostess 
Hansen

68.Griffith of the 
ring

69.Org. once headed 
by Bush 41

70.Autumn bloomer
71.Delirious one
72.Say further
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The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclu-
sive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the United States government, the DoD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not con-
stitute endorsement by the DoD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated are
Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, locat-
ed in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-5474. The
Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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DDOOWWNN
1. Has the third of

three squares
2. Apple desktop
3. SAT subject
4. Country singer 

Crystal
5. “Arsenic and __”
6. “Blue __” (cops’

sickout)
7. Apt. features, in ads
8. Pull out of the 

water
9. Odds-and-ends 

carrier
10.Broadcast
11.Made the scene
12.Antiquing agent
13.Frond-bearing plant
18.Virgin Is., e.g.
22.Gets off the fence
24.Cobb topper
26.Like old cigarettes
27.Sylvester’s “Rocky”

costar
28.More up to the task
30.Put into words
31.Absorbed, as a cost

32.Campaign against 
Troy, e.g.

33.Map within a map
34.Oglers
39.The whole schmear
40.High-trajectory 

artillery piece
42.Whole bunch
45.“Let’s see now,

where __?”
47.Big name in iced tea
50.Bacon serving
51.Garr or Hatcher
54.Pinker in the middle
55.Big bash
56.Colored portion of

the eye
57.Smell __ (be wary)
58.Zilch
59.Doll’s word
61.Early Peruvian
62.Etcher’s supply
63.Brewski topper
66.Ullmann of

moviedom
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Eagle

Eyes

Report any suspicious activity immediately which
may be a sign of terrorism, including:

1. Surveillance
2. Suspicious questioning
3. Tests of security
4. Acquiring supplies
5. Suspicious persons
6. Trial runs
7. Deploying assets

830-3937

Combat Center Spotlight
NNaammee:: Lance Cpl. Carlos
Sanchezvalencia
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Stanford, Conn.
UUnniitt:: Combat Camera
JJoobb  ttiittllee:: Combat 
photographer
JJoobb  dduuttiieess:: Take promotion,
and passport photos and
cover any training on the base
WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  lliikkee  mmoosstt
aabboouutt  yyoouurr  jjoobb??:: “Getting to
see what everyone does. That
I get a taste of everything.”
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  aacchhiieevveemmeennttss::
Joining the Marine Corps
when he was 23.
HHoobbbbiieess:: photography,
sports, going to movies and
drinking with friends.
TTiimmee  aatt  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr::
One year

Visit the official MCAGCC facebook
page at http://www.facebook.com/

thecombatcenter

Opinions expressed in Centerspeak are not nec-
essarily those of the OBSERVATION POST, the
Marine Corps or the Department of Defense.

WWhhaatt  aarree  yyoouurr  ppllaannss
ffoorr  NNeeww  YYeeaarr’’ss??

2ND LT. MICHAEL MASON

2ND ASSAULT AMPHIBIAN BATTALION

LANCE CPL. NATHAN KOHNE

MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON 272

“Going home to Dallas
to see family and
friends.”

LANCE CPL. JAVIER CARRANZA

MARINE WING SUPPORT SQUADRON 272

“I’m going to hang out
and make New Year

resolutions for myself.”

Centerspeak

“I’m flying home to Arizona
for New Year’s.”

SGT. JOHNNY BAILEY

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY, 
3RD BATTALION, 7TH MARINE REGIMENT

“I’m staying around the
area and getting ready

for Sergeants Course.”

Hot Topics
DDSSTTRREESSSS  LLIINNEE

From combat related
stress to the everyday
stressors of life, stress can
affect even the strongest
Marine. The DSTRESS
Line was developed by the
Corps to provide profes-
sional, anonymous coun-
seling for Marines, their
families and loved ones
when it is needed most.
Call 1-877-476-7734.

AAPPPPRREECCTTIICCEESSHHIIPPSS
TTHHRROOUUGGHH  UUSSMMAAPP

The USMAP is a formal mil-
itary training program that
allows Coast Guard, Marine
Corps and Navy personnel
to complete a civilian appren-
ticeship program while on
active duty. Marines are
assigned an apprenticeable
trade based on their respec-
tive occupational specialties,
while sailors may apply for an
apprenticeable trade based
on their Navy rating. For
more information, visit
https://usmap.cnet.navy.mil.

NNEEWW  LLAANNGGUUAAGGEE
PPRROOGGRRAAMM  OOFFFFEERREEDD

Marine Corps Community
Services Libraries are now
offering Mango Languages
software as an alternative to
Rosetta Stone. MCCS library
patrons may register for a free
Mango Language account by
visiting their base library. The
languages offered include
Arabic (Levantine), French,
German, Brazilian Portuguese,
Tagalog, Italian, Spanish,
Russian, Hebrew, Korean,
Mandarin Chinese and
Japanese. There are also four
languages taught with an
English-as-a-second-lan-
guage foundation: ESL
Japanese, ESL Spanish, ESL
Arabic and ESL Korean.

Marine Corps History

Dec. 20, 1989

Marines are part of force
that tries to capture

Panama’s dictator, Manuel
Antonio Noriega.

KKRRIISSTTIINN  SSHHIIVVEESS
TRICARE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY

FALLS CHURCH, Va. – The next several months
will bring colder temperatures and, in many areas,
TRICARE beneficiaries will have to deal with snow
and ice. Snow and ice covered roads and sidewalks
can make a winter walk in the park or just across the
street treacherous.

While it’s important to clear snow and ice from
driveways, porches, roofs and walkways, removing it
can lead to injuries from slips, trips and falls.

Knowing winter brings a ton of back injuries, TRI-
CARE beneficiaries should be vigilant when perform-
ing inside and outside activities. Even if a beneficiary is
normally very active and in shape, he or she can easily
injure themself while shoveling snow. Injuries related
to snow removal are among the most common win-
tertime injuries.

“If you have a medical condition that prevents you
from doing strenuous exercise, speak with your doctor
before shoveling and consider hiring someone to
remove the snow,” said Cmdr. Aileen Buckler, M.D.,
population health physician analyst with the TRI-
CARE Management Activity.

TRICARE beneficiaries who need care for winter-
related injuries can use an urgent care facility or, if nec-
essary, go to the emergency room. They can review
their emergency care options at http://www.tricare.
mil//Emergency.

In addition to these typical winter injuries, there are
several other injuries that may plague beneficiaries dur-
ing the winter months. According to an October 2010
Armed Forces Health Surveillance Center report,
from July 2009 through June 2010, 556 service mem-
bers had cold-related injuries that included frostbite,
hypothermia and immersion foot.

Frostbite is the freezing of skin caused by exposure
to cold. Under extreme conditions, it can happen in
seconds. Factors such as wind chill, alcohol consump-
tion, altitude, dampness and length of cold exposure
will affect the onset and severity.

When exposed to cold temperatures, a person’s
body begins to lose heat faster than it can be produced.
Prolonged exposure to cold will eventually use up a
body’s stored energy, causing hypothermia. Low body
temperatures affect the brain, making the victim
unable to think clearly or move well.

Trench foot, also known as immersion foot, occurs
when the feet are wet for long periods of time, and it
can be very painful. Unlike frostbite, trench foot does
not require freezing temperatures.

The Department of Health & Human Services has
a few tips to prepare for a healthier and injury-free
winter, especially when it’s freezing, snowing and icy:

• Avoid staying outside for long periods of time
• Wear appropriate outdoor clothing
•  Keep clothing, especially socks, dry
• Wear ice grippers on footwear 
• Keep your weight over your feet (avoid reaching

or twisting when walking) 
• Keep skin covered at all times
• Wear proper safety equipment 
• Drink plenty of fluids to avoid dehydration
• Sprinkle cat litter or sand on icy patches 
With a little advance planning and preparation,

TRICARE beneficiaries and their family members
will stay warm and safe while they work, travel and
enjoy the outdoors this winter. For more information
about winter safety, go to http://emergency.cdc.gov
/disasters/winter.

Plan ahead to stay safe
during the winter months 



CCPPLL..  MM..  CC..  NNEERRLL
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Aspiring infantry officers
with the Infantry Officer
Course based out of Marine
Corps Base Quantico, Va.,
culminated their course at
the Combat Center Dec. 14
before returning to Quantico
for their graduation.

The students capped off
their training here through
counter-insurgency opera-
tions and day and night
mechanized and reinforced
attacks, along with multiple
other areas of training, said
Capt. Charles Nash, the class
advisor for IOC class 1-11.

“Our ability to fire with
combined arms here
allows us to bring every-
thing we have instructed
them on together into one
range,” the Stafford, Va.,
native, said after their final
night attack Dec. 10. “By
the time they graduate on
the seventeenth, they’ll
have the whole staff ’s
absolute confidence in
their ability to lead as pla-
toon commanders.”

Nash added the group’s
experiences here will cer-
tainly be of assistance in
the future.

“Training at Twentynine
Palms is an excellent exam-
ple of what they’ll be facing
in the future as platoon
commanders,” Nash said.
“Most, if not all of them
will be back [aboard the

Combat Center] for Mojave
Viper within the next year
anyway, so they know what
to expect.”

The class is one of four
that come to the installation
each year, Nash added.

Second Lt. Paul Harper,
a student with the Infantry
Officer Course, said the
Combat Center is a premier
training installation, and he
will value the lessons
learned here.

“It’s pretty much the des-
tiny of every grunt, enlisted
or officer, to wind up at
Twentynine Palms,” said the
Warrenton, Va., native. “But
in all reality, the training and
instruction we’ve had here
have been absolutely out-
standing. The Marine Corps
needs places like this, and it
sure utilizes the space prop-
erly and efficiently.”

Another student, 2nd Lt.
Giles Royster, said using the
weapons and commanding
and maneuvering training in
real life is invaluable for the
IOC students.

“The most crucial part of
all this, I think, is that we
don’t just know what the
weapons are, or how they
work, but how to maneuver
with them and what the
Marines dropping rounds
over other’s heads or sup-
porting with machine guns
are feeling and experienc-
ing,” the Atlanta native, said.

Following their time at
the Combat Center, the

students are scheduled to
graduate today, and report
to their new units immedi-
ately after, where they will
take command of their
first platoons.

IOC travels to Combat Center for final test

CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Second Lt. Paul Harper, a student with the Infantry
Officer Course at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va.,
shouts commands to other lieutenants while they
train aboard Combat
Center Range 205 Dec.
10. The IOC is scheduled
to graduate back at
Quantico today.

OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 1177,,  22001100 AA33

 The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms is 
 currently hiring civilian police officers.  Positions available include Patrol 
 Officer, Military Working Dog Handler, Patrol Supervisor, Field Training 
 Officer, Watch Commander, and many others.

 Patrol Officer Salary:  $34,191 - $55,058
 BENEFITS:
 •Annual uniform allowance • Night differential and Sunday premium pay
 •Annual vacation and sick leave plans • Access to fitness centers
 •Access to base child care • Health and life insurance
 •Federal Employees Retirement System
 REQUIREMENTS:
 •Minimum of 1 year law enforcement or security experience or educational 
 equivalent
 •Must successfully complete pre-employment screening and USMC Police 
 Academy
 HOW TO APPLY:
 For complete information on this opportunity, visit the program’s website: 
 www.usmccle.com
 All U.S. Citizens may apply at:  www.usajobs.gov
 Veterans, Prior Service, Current Federal and Appointment Eligibles may 
 apply at:   https://chart.donhr.navy.mil

 T w ent y nine Pa lm s , C A
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Gifts and ethics:
Bah! Humbug!
CCAAPPTTAAIINN  DDAAVVIIDD  SSEEGGRRAAVVEESS
LEGAL ASSISTANCE OFFICE

Now that the Christmas season is upon us, one does not
have to act like a Scrooge, but everyone must be careful not
to run afoul of ethics rules. Military members and other
DoD employees need to be especially cautious when
receiving or giving presents. Too much generosity can lead
to inappropriate gifts and possible disciplinary action.

First, one must consider the source of the gift. Most
military members and DoD employees have the training
and instinct to be concerned when receiving gifts from
outside sources. The general rule is that an employee shall
not, directly or indirectly, solicit or accept a gift from a
prohibited source or given because of the employee’s
official position. There are many exceptions to the gener-
al rule, including an allowance of a one-time gift whose
fair market value does not exceed $20 (i.e. a Christmas gift
that costs less than $20). Still, one might consider it pru-
dent to ward off any appearance of impropriety by
declining any gift from an outside source other than a
simple greeting card.

While military members and other DoD employees
realize the dangers of gifts from outside sources, gifts
between employees can slip past the unwary. 5 C.F.R. 2635
Subpart C prohibits “an employee from giving, donating
to, or soliciting contributions for, a gift to an official supe-
rior and from accepting a gift from an employee receiving
less pay than himself.” The Federal Regulations do make
exceptions for holidays or other “occasion[s] on which
gifts are traditionally given or exchanged.” On these occa-
sions, gifts can be exchanged between employees and their
superiors if the gifts have a fair market value of $10 or less.
The regulations also allow for items such as food and
refreshments to be shared in the office among several
employees. Finally, parties at personal residences are
allowed as well. The host can provide personal hospitality
and the guests may provide gifts in connection with the
receipt of personal hospitality if they are both of a value
customarily given in such situations.

Military members and civilian employees can reference
the Standards of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the
Executive Branch (5 C.F.R. 2635) and Joint Ethics
Regulation (DOD 5500.7-R) to find out the specific lan-
guage of the rules and their specific exceptions. For spe-
cific situations, military members may contact the Office of
the Staff Judge Advocate and DoD employees may con-
tact the Office of the General Counsel.

As we prepare for this season’s festivities, military mem-
bers and civilian employees should remember two adages
when considering gifts: “It’s the thought that counts” and
“Better safe than sorry.”

CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL  

Infantry Officer Course students support their comrades many hundreds of yards away with fire Dec. 10 during their
platoon-sized mechanized attack. The young officers are scheduled to graduate from the IOC today after their time
aboard the Combat Center and returning to Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va.
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LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  
SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The Commanding General
of the Combat Center took a
break in his busy schedule to
read a book to the first and
second graders at the Condor
Elementary School.

Brigadier Gen. H. Stacy
Clardy III and his wife,
Alison, read “Mercedes and

the Chocolate Pilot,” written
by Margot Theis Raven.

The story takes place in
Berlin in 1942 during World
War II. During a grim time of
war, an American pilot, Lt.
Gail S. Halvorsen, dropped
parachutes of candy out of his
plane for the war-ridden chil-
dren of Germany, whose act
of kindness gave the children
hope during a time of sorrow.

The children of the

Combat Center listened
intently and watched a pic-
ture slideshow of the book
while Clardy read. Later, they
were given the opportunity
to make and decorate their
own candy parachutes and
wooden airplanes to better
understand the story and
remind themselves of the
kindness shown by the
Americans during the second
world war.

“Alison and I believe read-
ing is very important to the
development of children,”
Clardy said. “I don’t think we
can read too much, and I
don’t think they can read too
much. Our Marines and our
families need to know that
their commanding general
cares about their education
because that’s their future.”

Parents saw the event as a
great opportunity to teach
their children history and
about supporting the military,
said Colleen Watts, a mother
who attended the event with
her daughter Kayla. “I want-
ed her to get a better under-
standing of how the military
supports us and how we can
support the military,” Watts
said. “It’s a chance to discuss
history and the military with
my daughter.”

The general signed and
handed out books to the chil-
dren after the reading. He
wrote inside the cover of
each book “Keep Wishing.”

“It’s [not only] about the
history of the book, it’s
about what the book repre-
sents,” Clardy said. “You
look at children, even as wars
are going on, what you see in
the children, and not always
in the adults, is hope.”

Clardy also encouraged
the families to get involved
with their child’s school.

“I just ask that all the
Marines and parents associat-
ed with the Combat Center to
stay engaged with the
schools,” he said. “Only
through [parental] support can
we have the highest levels of
education for their children.”

night raids and [casualty
evacuation training] with
the grunts, too.”

Campbell added the
training undertaken
during EMV was out-
standing, and helped
the two units to grow
together and become
more proficient.

“There’s ten helicop-
ters split up between us
and the other squadron,”
he said. “We’ve all been
getting along as one big
happy family.

Working together was a
great test of their skills, said
Campbell. “Especially the
maintenance guys coming
through fixing everything.
They’ve been doing main-
tenance 24 hours a day, and
we’ve made every mission
throughout Mojave Viper.”

Private First Class
Michael Pettay, an air crew-

CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

Marines training aboard the Combat Center at Enhanced
Mojave Viper, load a notional casualty onto a CH-53E
Super Stallion with Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron
461, which is based out of Marine Corps Air Station New
River, N.C., Dec. 9. The infantry Marines and squadron
are scheduled to deploy in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom in the coming months.

EMV, from A1
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 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 The Strike Zone
 At the Bowladium

 Monday, Wednesday & Friday 3pm - 7pm
 Saturday 10am - 12noon

 Improve Your Game
 Rob Fleck

 USBC Silver Level Coach
 760-218-3235

 I received an email the other day from Patricia 
 Brumbalow of Twentynine Palms.  I thought it 
 was superior and I am pleased to be able to 
 share her point of view with all of you.

 “Regarding your article in the December 2nd 
 issue of  The Desert Trail , I feel I must express 
 my opinion about Pope Benedict XVI’s recent 
 comment on condoms.

 Although I do not profess to be a theologian, I 
 am a sixty-nine-year old “womb” Catholic.  My 
 college theology/philosophy instructor, Fr. Leon 
 Kennedy, taught us that our Holy Father, 
 whoever he is, exercises infallibility in the matters 
 of faith and morals.  Period.
 Our present pontiff, the Reverend Joseph 
 Ratzinger, who oversaw the composition and the 
 publication of  The Catechism of the Catholic 
 Church,  knows first hand that no one can tinker 
 with the natural moral law.
 Although I look forward to your weekly articles, 
 this one, especially your last paragraph, 
 warranted a frown.
 May God bless you, Respectfully.”

 I am delighted that Mrs. Brumbalow sent me 
 such an intelligent and informative statement.  
 Maybe this will encourage more of you to send 
 me material I might be able to use in this column.

 As we share our thoughts and ideas together 
 we all grow in wisdom and understanding.

 HI-DESERT PHYSICAL 
 REHABILITATION GROUP, INC.

 YUCCA VALLEY
 56299 29 Palms Hwy

 Yucca Valley, CA
 369-1743

 29 PALMS
 5930 Adobe Rd.

 Twentynine Palms, CA
 367-1743

 Hours:   Mon-Thur. 7:30AM-5PM •  Fri.7:30AM-4PM
 Visit our Website at:

 www.hdprg.com

 Locally Owned & Operated

 • PHYSICAL  THERAPY 
 • OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
 • SPEECH  THERAPY

 Did you know that you have the 
 right to choose your therapist? 
 You can have the best therapy 

 right here in town!

 Two Convenient Locations To Serve You:

AADDVVEERRTTIISSEEMMEENNTT

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN  

Volunteers pack toys for children of Combat Center military personnel at the
Armed Services YMCA for the 3rd annual Holiday Toy Program. The bags are
sorted by gender and age. “They are put in a black bag because it could be from
Santa or a husband who is deployed,” said Kelly Roybal, a volunteer at the
ASYMCA. More than 600 children have been registered with the ASYMCA.
The ASYMCA will be passing out the bags to the registered families Saturday
with more than 50 volunteers during the day.

ASYMCA helps military families

man serving with Campbell,
said it was a tough, but very
fruitful learning experience.

“Its been awesome, we’ve
learned a lot as a crew and as
a squadron,” the Tullahoma,
Tenn., native said. “I can say
this much, its been a pain but
I know I’m not the only one
who’s feeling more comfort-
able and confident now than
when we first got here.”

Lance Cpl. Jonathan
Slyman, a CH-53E mechanic
with HMH-465, said he’s
seen everybody gain from
the experience, but he’s glad
to be done with this phase.

“I have a lot more confi-
dence in our new guys than I
did when we first got here,”
said the Madison, Wis.,
native. “We’ve all put in a lot

of hours as a team, and per-
sonally, I’ll be happy when
we get back to the air station
and go on pre-deployment.

“The tempo we’ve
worked at here definitely
helped us out in the long
run in terms of experience,”
said Slyman. “To win a war
you have to be willing to put
in the time, effort and have
the know-how to make it
count, which these two
squadrons do.”

Campbell said the next
time they’ll see HM-465 will
be in Afghanistan. The
squadrons will deploy
simultaneously later this
winter, along with the
infantry and logistics battal-
ions they helped to support
during EMV.

CG teaches hope with storytime

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN

Brigadier General Brig. Gen. H. Stacy Clardy III, the instal-
lations commanding general, signs books after his read-
ing Tuesday at Condor Elementary School Wednesday in
the school’s library. The book he read was “Mercedes and
the Chocolate Pilot,” by Margot Theis Raven, which tells of
hope and kindness during World war II.
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From page A1

MAP NOT TO SCALE

Military police to increase perimeter patrols



SSTTOORRYY  AANNDD  PPHHOOTTOOSS  BBYY
CCPPLL..  AANNDDRREEWW  SS..  AAVVIITTTT
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

Noncommissioned officers
with the Combat Center’s
Headquarters Battalion par-
ticipated in an exercise at
Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Calif., Dec. 7-8,
learning how to call for fire
and casualty evacuations.

No matter what a
Marine’s primary military
occupational specialty is,
Sgt. Maj. James D. Walsh,
with Headquarters Bn., said
the Marines need to remem-
ber what they have been
told since before they left
for recruit training.

“Every Marine’s primary
job is a rifleman,” Walsh
said. “You don’t know what
environment you’re going
to be in during the next
week, the next month or
the next year. It’s easy to
say ‘never,’ but it’s better to
be prepared.”

Throughout their two-
day trip, the 21 Marines
learned how to find their
locations and a target’s loca-
tion on maps, and how to
effectively direct artillery
fire upon it.

Although the idea of
calling for fire might
appear easy, unless a
Marine has the necessary
skills and knows the prop-
er jargon, this seemingly
simple task can become
difficult and even turn
deadly, said Ed Blanz, the
site manager at the
Combined Arms Staff
Trainer.

“If you say it wrong,
they’ll misunderstand you,”
he said. “If they misunder-
stand you, they’ll kill you.”

With sequences of num-
bers, letters, coordinates
and requests, the Marines
used practical application
to evaluate how well they
could use the terms, math
and lingo.

At first some of the
Marines were confused, but
once the class entered the
simulator known as the
Combined Arms Command
and Control Training
Upgrade System, they
quickly took to it,” said Cpl.
Blake Meyer, a company
clerk with Company B,
Headquarters Battalion,
who has served in Iraq as
an anti-tank missile man.

“Once we got in the sim-
ulator and started working
on the computer getting the
hands-on training, it became
a lot easier,” he said.

Using the simulator,
Marines who had never
called for fire before
began using their skills and
radioed in their targets,
waiting only a few seconds
before a simulated artillery
round told them if they
had made the grade.

“You can’t take care of
everything with direct fire
weapons, and in complex
attacks or ambushes, the skills
we learned here become
invaluable,” Meyer said.

The Marines also learned
about the inner workings of
casualty evacuations, and
how to call in such assis-
tance using the nine-line

casualty evacuation method.
The nine-line protocol,

designed to communicate
with helicopters, efficiently
and quickly relays a slew of
information to the pilots,
including the seriousness of
the casualty’s injuries, pick-
up location, pick-up terrain
and enemy presence. This
ensures the quickest and
safest medical evacuation of
wounded personnel possi-
ble, said Don Wimp, air
advisor at the CAST, and a
former air controller.

“As NCOs, you’ll have

Marines under you,” Wimp
said. “As NCOs you need to
know how to call in a [casu-
alty evacuation] to be able to
take care of your Marines.”

Using the simulator, the
class sighted locations for
a casualty evacuation and
took turns calling for
assistance.

The training at the CAST
is a part of quarterly-sched-
uled field exercises
Headquarters Bn. uses to
get their Marines out of
their supportive roles and
into to the field.

Headquarters Battalion NCOs call for fire, evacuation

Corporals Sose Frankyan and Brittany Molina, with the Installation Personnel Administrative Center, try to find their loca-
tion on a grid, while Ryan Legner, an instructor at the Combined Arms Staff Trainer facility, gives hints on the proper method
Dec. 7 during a Headquarters Battalion field exercise at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

A Marine triangulates his position with a target during a call
for fire simulation Dec. 8 at the Combined Arms Staff
Trainer facility at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.
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 JOIN US IN WORSHIP IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
 VALLEY INDEPENDENT PRINTING - COPIES, COLOR COPIES, COMMERCIAL PRINTING AND MORE!

 56445 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
 6631 Utah Trail, 29 Palms

 Service Times
 Sunday 9:00 am

 Nursery provided at 9:00am
 367-7812

 www.oasiscommunitychurch.com

 Yucca Valley Church
 of Religious Science

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott
 Sunday Celebration & Junior Church 10 AM

 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
 365-2205

 yvcrs.org

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 Childcare Available

 Sunday Services
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Evening Service 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Services
 Prayer/Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

 Young Married Couples Ministry 6:30 p.m.
 www.fbc29.org

 6414 Split Rock Ave., 29 Palms, CA 760-367-7561

 Join  Us In
 W orship

CCome Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 “The will of God will never 

 take you where the grace of

 God will not protect you . ”

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 10:30 A.M &  6:30 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119

 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
 Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
 Acts 2:38

 Pastor Titus R. Burns
 Sunday Service: 10:00 AM
 Wednesday Night Bible
 Study: 7:00 PM
 Call 760-367-4185 for more information

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . 9:30am
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45am

 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 365-4014

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
 SUN. SERVICE & SUN. SCHOOL... 10 AM

 WEDNESDAY  MEETING ... 7 PM
 READING ROOM Tues.-Thurs. 12-3 PM

 Sat. 9-Noon (Except Holidays)
 56039 Santa Fe Trail • 365-4185

 Corner Apache Trail, Yucca Valley

 6740 Sunset Rd.
 366-3704

 Joshua Tree

 Bible School  9:00 AM
 Worship Service  10:30 AM
 Wednesday  6:15 PM

 First Baptist Church

 Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School Child Care

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
 760-361-0086 

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School & Eucharist  10:00 am 
 Sunday Gospel Meditation  9:00 am
 Weds. Morning Prayer  7:30 am

 “We are baptized into ministry.”
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

 www.stmartinschurch29.org  (760) 367-7133

 Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
 73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine  Palms

 6740 Sunset Rd.
 366-3704

 Joshua Tree

 Bible School  9:00 AM
 Worship Service  10:30 AM
 Wednesday  6:15 PM

 First Baptist Church

 Calvary Baptist Church

 Located on Hwy 247, across from the Yucca Valley Airport

 Invites you to very special

 Christmas 
 Celebration Service
 Sunday, Dec. 19th at 10:30 am
 Choral Presentation & Bible Message
 Nursery Care Provided
 Also, Christmas Eve Service 7:00 pm
 For more information call 760.365.9731 • Pastor Rob D. Walkins

 Thursday Night Bible Study
 at Desert Congregational Church

 5688 Sunrise Rd (Off 2 Mile Road) 7:00pm
 (760) 365-0769

 Pastor Chris Wagner

 CALVARY CHAPEL

 Spirit and Truth Worship Center
 S ervice Times:

 Sunday Morning Worship 9:45
 Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00

 Perry L. Ford, Senior Pastor

 (760) 361-2450
 4751 Adobe Rd. 

 29 Palms, Ca. 92277 
 spirit_truthworshipcenter@yahoo.com

Corporal Blake Meyer, a company clerk with Company B,
Headquarters Battalion, and 1st Sgt. Nelson Hidalgo,  the
first sergeant for Co. B, Headquarters Bn., discuss
Meyer’s last shot during a call for fire simulation, Dec. 8
at the Combined Arms Staff Trainer facility in Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif. .



included time of day, where
the kit was set up and cloud
cover.

When the class traveled
to the Combat Center, they
brought the SPACES along
for the ride to get a better
idea of its capabilities in an
environment similar to
what Marines may face dur-
ing combat deployments,
Barela said.

As hoped, the system
proved to work better in a
desert environment.

“There was more of an
effect here; we were able to get
longer sustained exposure,”
said Capt. Charles Nash, the
Class 1-11 class advisor.

Now that the Marines
have seen how effective the
SPACES will be in
Afghanistan, they said the
system shows potential, but
there are still a few things they
would like to change before
relying on it as an alternative
power source away from sup-
ply lines, said Eckert, who is
from New Glarus, Wis.

An eight-hour charge for a
single AN/PRC-119F SINC-
GARS radio battery took
between three to four hours,
which makes this an unrealis-
tic option for Marines on the
move, said Sgt. Taylor Clark,
a communications instructor
with The Basic School in

Quantico.
“If you’re on a patrol, you

are not able to stop and set up
for four hours; it’s not very
‘recon friendly,’” explained the
Metairie, La., native.

Clark mentioned that in
order to keep the SPACES
charging at optimal levels, it
had to be continually rotated
to keep it in direct contact
with the sun as the day pro-
gressed. It also had to be kept
completely free and clear of
sand, which can be time con-
suming and tedious when in a
desert, he said.

However, Barela and Clark
both said there are many
redeeming qualities to the
SPACES as well, including
how well it stood up to the

harsh Marine lifestyle of
deployments.

“It’s very flexible,” Barela
said. “You can roll it up, stick it
in a pack, step on it … It will
not break,” he said.

“It’s very durable, very
light [and] user-friendly,”
Clark added. “Any ‘joe-
shmoe’ can set it up.”

Clark said another quality he
and the other communications
Marines found “surprising”
was that they could use their
equipment as it was charging.

While the system is not
perfect, the Marines said dis-
covering its flaws was the rea-
son they brought it here, and
they left the Combat Center
with high hopes for the sys-
tem and its potential.

“Like any piece of equip-
ment, it will continue to be
refined,” Barela said.

“I’m impressed, but it will
take a few more trials before I
am able to say this is the system
we want,” Eckert added.
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 (760) 365-3315 or (760) 367-3577

 Santa’s making his list and checking it twice,
 Gonna find out who’s naughty and nice,

 Where does he check? What’s his primary source?
 The community newspapers, that’s where—of course!

 So, keep up the good work and have a great year,
 Your community newspapers will be here to cheer,

 Be pleasant and joyful, your best to bestow,
 Cuz’ Santa reads the paper…How Else Would He Know?

 This is a wonderful time, oh, don’t teeter-totter,
 or you might wind up on the sheriff’s call blotter!
 With news of good cheer and sports all around,

 Santa is pleased with all the goodness he’s found.

 Santa’s list for our Basin is the longest by far,
 He reads the kind deeds reported in the Star,

 The elves are kept busy making gifts without fail,
 As Santa adds more “nice” names found in the Trail.

 MCAGCC Building 1082 - Next to Carls Junior - 29 Palms MCAGCC

 760-830-7904  Call for delivery on Base

 Full Bar

 Featuring
 Pasta • Veal

 Chicken • Seafood 
 Sandwiches • Pizza

 Meeting/Banquet Room

 SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 A
 T L A S

 367-2510

 • Ground Level Units
 • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly
 • Month-to-Month Rentals

 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 State Of The Art Security Control With Full Time Resident 
 Managers Household Storage, RV, Boat & Auto

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 STORAGE STORAGE
 WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY WITH 24 HOUR “REAL TIME” SECURITY

 Christm as O rnam ents
 Flow ers, Gifts for
 bath & body,
 B ridgew ater
 candles,
 station ary,
 jew elry, balloon s
 & chocolates

 The Thomas Kinkade
 SANTA’S WORKSHOP

 A New Creation A New Creation A New Creation
 Flowers & Gifts Flowers & Gifts Flowers & Gifts

 6296 Adobe Road, 29 Palms, CA 92277
 (760)-367-1144

 www.anewcreationflorist.com

TThhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiitt--
ttiinngg  TTrraaddeerr  AAddss  iiss  nnoooonn
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoomm--
iinngg  FFrriiddaayy’’ss  nneewwssppaappeerr..

Trader Ad forms are available
at the Public Affairs Office and
may be filled out during nor-
mal working hours at Bldg.
1417. Ads may also be submit-
ted through e-mail, but will
only be accepted from those
with an @usmc.mil address.  If
you are active duty, retired mil-
itary or a family member and
do not have an @usmc.mil
address you can go to the PAO
page of the base Web site at:
http://www.29palms.usmc.mil
/dirs/pao/ and complete a
request to publish an ad.

The limitations for ads are:
15-word limit, limit of two ads
per household and the Trader
may be used only for noncom-

mercial classified ads contain-
ing items of personal property
offered by and for individuals
authorized to use this service.
Such ads must represent inci-
dental exchanged not of sus-
tained business nature.  
AAddss  ffoorr  hhoouussiinngg  rreennttaallss
wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd
ffoorr  tthhee  CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr
TTrraaddeerr..
To have a “House For Sale” ad

run in the Observation Post,
applicants must provide
Permanent Change of Station
orders and have the ad
approved by Base Housing.
This ensures the Combat Center
Trader is not used for commer-
cial real estate endeavors.
Ads are run on a first-come,

first-serve, space available
basis. If you have questions
please call 830-6213.

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

22000088  TTOOYYOOTTAA  YYAARRIISS..
$10,000 OBO. Approxi-
mately 38K miles. Good
condition. Consistent main-
tenance. 622-4562.

22000000  NNIISSSSAANN  XXTTEERRRRAA..
4x4, auto, PDL, PW, roof
rack, tow pkg., newer
timing belt, 31” BFG’s,
132K miles, $5,000. Call 
957-5630.

MMIISSCC..                                                           __________      

BBUUNNKK  BBEEDD.. Double/twin.
Upgraded mattresses.
Pooh Bear bedding
included. Like new. $225 
413-4015.

GGIIBBSSOONN  LLEESS  PPAAUULL
EELLEECCTTRRIICC.. 1985 hard
shell case. Excellent condi-
tion. $1,500. 413-4015.

SSOONNYY  DDIIGGIITTAALL  88  770000XX
DDIIGGIITTAALL  ZZOOOOMM  HHAANNDDYY
CCAAMM.. $150 OBO. Call
Chris for details 362-5293.

BBIICCYYCCLLEE,, BBAABBYY  IITTEEMMSS::
Schwinn Stingray bike, solid
wood baby crib, baby walk-
er, stroller, wooden horse
and more. All in excellent
condition. 217-3310.

MMIISSCC.. IITTEEMMSS.. Ball
gowns, navy blue size 9-
10, navy blue size 6 $50
each. Golf set $20. Baby
swing, baby stroller $40
each. Call 361-3509.

Combat Center Trader Ads

SSuunnddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
8:45 a.m. - Confessions+
9 a.m. - Rosary
9:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass*
9:30 a.m. - Children’s Liturgy of the
Word
4 p.m. - Choir Practice
4:15 p.m. - Confessions+
4:30 p.m. - Rosary
5 p.m. - Catholic Mass
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
9 a.m. - Calvary Fellowship
(Contemporary Worship*)
9 a.m. - Children’s Church
10:30 a.m. - Redemption (A blend of
traditional and contemporary worship
10:45 a.m. - Children’s Church*)
WWeeeekkddaayy  EEvveennttss
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
Mon.-Fri. 11:45 a.m.-Catholic Mass
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
Mon. - Fri., noon - Prayer
TTuueessddaayy
CChhrriisstt  CChhaappeell
9 a.m. - Christian Women’s
Fellowship* (Sept.-May)
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
3:30-5:30 p.m. - Military Council of
Catholic Women
WWeeddnneessddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
First Wednesday, 6 p.m. - Baptism
preparation class and 7 p.m. -
Knights of Columbus
TThhuurrssddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
9 a.m. - Adult Class
6 p.m. - Children RCIA
6:30 p.m. - RCIA (Sept.-April)
7 p.m. - Gr. 7 and Confirmation
FFrriiddaayy
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
First Friday each month, 12:15 p.m.,
4:30 p.m. - Exposition/ Adoration
Most Blessed Sacrament
LLeeggeenndd
* Indicates child care is provided
+ Call 830-6456/6482 for confession
appointments

COMBAT CENTER 
RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Muslim prayer space is available in
the Village Center, room 87.

Jewish prayer space is available in
the Village Center, room 93.

For information call 830-5430.

HHoolliiddaayy  SSeerrvviicceess
IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff MMaarryy
CChhaappeell  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SSeerrvviicceess
Christmas Eve, visual service at 5 p.m.
Christmas Eve, midnight mass
PPrrootteessttaanntt  CChhaappeell
Christmas Eve, candlelight service
at 6 p.m.
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SUDOKU

as a tank commander during
Operations Joint Guard in
Yemen and Desert Thunder
in Kuwait.

His personal decorations
include the Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation
Medal with combat distin-
guishing device with one
gold star in lieu of second
award, the Navy and Marine
corps Achievement Medal
with combat distinguishing
device with two gold stars in
lieu of third award and the
combat action ribbon with
one gold star in lieu of sec-
ond award.

“Sgt. Maj. Woods, on
behalf of all the Marines and
sailors of 2nd Bn., 7th
Marines I welcome you and
your family to join our
ranks,” Reed said.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Sergeant Maj. Eric W. Rummel, the outgoing battalion sergeant major of 2nd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, stands before Marines, sailors, family and friends as Lt. Col. John
M. Reed, the battalion commanding officer speaks about his service during a relief and
appointment ceremony at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Dec. 10.

FAREWELL, from A1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Sergeant Maj. Eric W. Rummel, the outgoing battalion
sergeant major of 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
passes a noncommissioned officer’s sword to Lt. Col.
John M. Reed, the battalion commanding officer, during
a relief and appointment ceremony at Lance Cpl. Torrey
L. Gray Field, Dec. 10.

SPACES, from A1

SSGGTT.. HHEEAATTHHEERR  GGOOLLDDEENN

Captain Charles Nash, the Infantry Officer Course Class
1-11 class advisor, out of Quantico, Va., and Gunnery
Sgt. Andrew Suthers, the operations chief for IOC, set up
a Solar Portable Alternative Communications Energy
System at the Combat Center Monday.
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 GOING  OUT OF 
 BUSINESS  SALE
 Through December 18th

 50-80% Off  (All Items) 
 All items must go including fixtures

 �   (760) 367-2448  �
 72051 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms, CA 92277

 Trinkets and Tomes Trinkets and Tomes Trinkets and Tomes Trinkets and Tomes

 Regular store hours
 Wednesday~ Friday 

 10 a.m to 5 p.m.
 •

 Saturday 
 10 a.m to 4 p.m.

 Las
t 

 3 
D
ay

s!

 In terior D esign
 H om e F u rn ishin gs

 Gifts • Art

 5 5 870 29 Pa lm s H wy., Y u cca  Va lley, CA 92284
 p : 76 0.3 6 9.3 900

 www.ta m u ra a thom e.com

 An  en joya b le lifestyle b ou tiqu e where every d a y 
             is a  sp ecia l occa sion …

 Live Beautifully.

 Com e  in  
 a n d  g e t you r  faux snow

 Celebrating 
 25 Years 

 o f Servin g  Yo u  Th e Fin est

 M exican  Fo o d & 

 M arg aritas

 in  th e H ig h  Desert

 Please Join in our 
 Celebration

 25 % OFF
 YOUR ENTIRE BILL

 One coupon per visit • Expires 12-31-10

 760.367.2131
 73502 29 Palm s H w y • 29 Palm s, CA

 �

 �

 �

 �

 H I-D E S E RT PUBL IS H IN G CO.
 Your Community Newspapers

  3 65 -3 3 15  or 3 67-3 5 77 

 55836 29 Palms Hwy.
 Yucca Valley, CA 92284

 Phone
 & Fax

 Open 7 Days Open 7 Days
 10am-5pm Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm Mon.-Sat.

 10am-4pm Sunday 10am-4pm Sunday

 Buy Buy Buy

 expires 12/31/10

 $25 .00 $25 .00 $25 .00
 Gift Gift Gift

 Certificate Certificate Certificate
 get 1 lb.  get 1 lb.  get 1 lb. 
 of of of  Bulk  Bulk  Bulk 
 candy candy candy
 free! free! free!

 Wonderful assortment of Baby, Stationery, 
 Wedding & Anniversary Gifts

 Gift Books offering inspiration, appreciation & encouragement 

 Cards from Leanin Tree, Soul Talk and more 
 Mc Call’s Candles • Frames  • Sunsout Puzzles 

 Jim Shore, Precious Moments & Betty Boop Collectibles

 ALL  Ch ristm a s  ALL  Ch ristm a s 
 D ecora tion s D ecora tion s

 Loca ted  in  th e O rig in a l Sta ter B ros. S h oppin g  Cen ter
 Cheryl’s  Cards & Gifts

 5 706 7 29 Pa lm s H wy., Y u cca  Va lley,  CA 92284

 Special Holiday Hours
 Monday- Friday 10 to 5:30 

 Saturday 10 to 4  25%* 25%*
 (760) 3 65 -15 15

 * som e  re striction s a p p ly.

 off   off  
 Layaw ay Ava ila ble

 H ou rs: S u n . - Th u rs. 11a m -9pm
 Fri. &  S a tu rd a y 11a m -9:30pm

   5 774 6 29 Pa lm s H wy.,
  Y u cca  V a lle y, CA 92284

 760-365-5900

 Self-Serve Frozen  Y ogu rt

 Over 30  D ifferen t Toppin g s
 10

 N ext to Sta rbucks

 Ask For O ur 
 Frequent 

 Buyer Cards  D ifferen t Flavors

 Bring your friends and family 
 in and Guess-A-Weigh!

 From now until the New Year, customers can 
 GUESS  how much their yogurt weighs! 
 If you get within 5 cents, the yogurt is FREE

 C a n ’t Be Used  
 with Pu n ch C a rd .  

 M u st Presen t C ou p on

 25%OFF
 with this coupon

 Don’t worry, 
 if you’re wrong get

 Happy 
 Holidays!

 –Utopia Yogurt

 Looking for a unique 
 C hristmas gift?

 Your favorite 
 music that was 
 on 45 records 
 and 33  RPM   LP’S
 now copied to CD’s

 Jim’s Audio 
 Reproductions

 DIVISION OF TRIPLE CROSS TRADING POST

 (760) 364-3424 –  Leave Message
 (417) 699-0051 –  Cell Phone

 3 for
 $50

 1 LP 

 $20
 2 LP’s 

 $35
 1 45 
 $5

 Up to 10 

 $50

 5686 Historic Plaza, 29 Palms
 367-7437

 COWBOY  COWBOY  COWBOY 
 AT TIC AT TIC AT TIC

 BRAND NEW 
 INVENTORY
 Lots of gifts under 

 $10 & $20 
 Unique Gift Baskets

 Free Gift Wrapping

 www.cowboyattic.com

 Magic Touch 
 Massage Therapy

 Conveniently located in the Historic Plaza 
 - Adobe and 2 Mile Rd

 760-362-3155
 PAIN RELIEF - STRESS RELIEF - PAIN RELIEF - STRESS RELIEF

 REDUCE PAIN - IMPROVE MOBILITY 
 ENHANCE YOUR OUT LOOK

 LAST MINUTE SHOPPING 
 GOT YOU STRESSED...??

 DE--STRESS!!

 Buy 1 Get 1
 Half off *

 Gift Certificate Special

 * Buy one full price get one half price, hour or longer session, regular 
 prices $60 for hour, $80 for 90 minutes. Not valid with any other discounts. 

 4 Sports N’ More

 5865 Adobe Rd., 29 Palms 
 760- 361-0300

 It’s Time to Play! It’s Time to Play! It’s Time to Play!

 www.4sportsnmore.com

 Everyday Everyday
 Everyday

 Low Prices
 Low Prices
 Low Prices

 Screenprinting
 Embroidery
 Sublimation

 Team Uniforms
 Awards Jackets

 Personalized Gifts

 Free Pick up and 
 Delivery to your Business
 Call for Estimates

 Calendars
 Custom Holiday Cards

 C O L O R   Copies C O L  R

 V ALLEY  I NDEPENDENT  P RINTING
                             and  Copy Center

 (760) 365-6967
 vipprintandcopy@verizon.net

 Complete Quality Printing 

 Open Monday-Friday 
 8:30-5:30

 56445 29 Palms Hwy.Yucca Valley, CA 92284

 6255 Adobe Rd. – Twentynine Palms
 www.officesuppliesplus.org
 info@officesuppliesplus.org

 760- 361-COPY  (2679)
 FAX (760) 361-3300

 • Turn Your Photos Into A 
 Custom Color Calendar!

 • Fine Art Photography
 • Clay Pots by Tony Soares
 • USMC Ornaments
 • Carved Wood 29 Palms 

 Mementos
 • Mural Books, Cards &  Mugs
 • Sky’s The Limit Native Plant  

 Books
 • Starbucks gift sets, bath & body

 sets, candles, jewelry, 
 books & puzzles, and more! 

 Great Gifts at 
 Affordable Prices

 O ffice Supplies P lus

 9 am-5:30 pm Mon. - Fri.
 9 am -1 pm Satuday
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COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

MARINE CORPS
BASE CAMP
PENDLETON, Calif. –
With victory secured
aboard the Combat
Center, the Marine
Wing Support Squadron
374 Rhinos journeyed
to Camp Pendleton to
claim the “Best of the
West” title for the
Combat Center’s fourth
year in a row Saturday.

The game was hard
fought by both teams
until the very end with
1st Marine Logistics
Group Beasts claiming
victory for Pendleton
with a final score of
14-12.

“We made a lot of
mistakes at the begin-
ning of the game, and it
was tough to recover
from. And at the end of
the game, they just
played better than us,”
said Jurmal Phillips, the
Rhinos’ head coach. “It
was a close game, and I
give them all the credit.”
Check out page B4 for
more photos
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CCPPLL.. MM.. CC.. NNEERRLL

The Marines of the Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School at the Combat Center run to a
Toys-for-Tots drop-off box at the Commanding General’s building with gifts to donate during their annu-
al Toys-for-Tots run Wednesday. The Marine Corps Reserve provides toys to Morongo Basin and
Coachella Valley children each year through contributions made to the Toys-for-Tots program.

MCCES puts rush on Christmas spirit

A player with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 Rhinos drags two defenders with 1st MLG Beasts as he charges through their defensives during
the Best of the West Football game at Camp Pendleton, Calif, Saturday.

Beasts sack Rhinos in ‘Best of the West’

William Bews, a player with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374 Rhinos, denies
the 1st MLG Beasts receiver the ball dur-
ing the Best of the West football game at
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif, Saturday.

An offensive player with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 374 Rhinos is tackled to
the ground by the work of four defensive
players from 1st MLG Beasts during the Best
of the West football game at Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif, Saturday.

James Jones, a player with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 Rhinos fumbles, the
ball as a player with the 1st MLG Beasts pulls him down during the Best of the West
football game at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif, Saturday. The game was
hard fought by both teams until the very end with 1st Marine Logistics Group Beasts
claiming victory for Pendleton with a final score of 14-12.

Players shoot for the season
LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  
SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN
COMBAT CORRESPONDENT

The familiar sounds of
squeaking sneakers, swishing
hoops, and bouncing basket-
balls on the gym floor let
everyone in attendance know
that it’s game time.

The last of the preseason
games of the Commanding
General’s Intramural
Basketball League ended this
week to leave the players
hyped up for the official
games at the start of the year.

Sixteen teams have
shown up on this year’s ros-
ter ready to play. The com-
petition is anticipated to be
intense as two divisions will
be formed. The official
games are scheduled to start
Jan. 10 and will be held
every Monday and
Wednesday night. Although

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN

A player on the Sappers team shoots a
layup during a Commanding General’s
Intramural Basketball League presea-
son game against the 7th Marine
Regiment Tuesday at the East Gym.See SHOOT, B3
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“Tangled”
Rated PG

“Someday,” sang Snow White
back in 1937, “my prince will
come.” And he did.

So did dozens of others
in the decades since “Snow
White and the Seven
Dwarfs,” Walt Disney’s first
animated feature film.
Princes and princesses
became characters, or char-
acter types, around which
many a Disney tale would
be spun.

“Tangled,” Disney’s lat-
est, is a retooling of the
Grimm’s fairytale about
Rapunzel, the imprisoned
maiden with the long, long
golden hair. In this case,
the tremendously tressed
damsel is a missing
princess from a nearby
kingdom, kidnapped as an
infant and raised by a
wicked stepmother as her
own in an isolated tower.
The sinister stepmom
wants to keep Rapunzel,
and her hair, a secret from
the rest of the world.

And for good reason:
There’s some mega magi-
cal mojo in those cascad-

ing locks.
When a handsome young

thief, Flynn, stumbles upon
her fortress prison,
Rapunzel, now a teenager,
finds her prince charming –
and her ticket to a life-
changing adventure beyond

the confines of the tower.
“Tangled” is Disney’s

50th animated movie. And
it lives up to the milestone
in almost every way. Time
will tell, but it has all the
hallmarks of a Disney clas-
sic in the vein of some of
the company’s other genera-
tion-spanning, pop-cultural
cornerstones.

The animation is sump-
tuous, and several scenes
are real dazzlers, including a
heart-pounding chase
through an abandoned
mineshaft that becomes a
watery tomb, and a heart-
meltingly lovely romantic
segment against a backdrop
of a twilight sky filled with
thousands of floating, air-
borne paper lanterns.

The musical numbers
are all standouts, so per-
haps it’s not surprising to
find out they were penned
by Alan Menken, the vet-
eran tunesmith behind the
memorable soundtrack
tunes of “Beauty and the
Beast,” “The Little
Mermaid” and “Aladdin.”

You’ll find it difficult to
stifle a smile during “I’ve
Got a Dream,” the catchy
song-and-dance number set
in a forest tavern, a folktale

biker bar, full of colorful
rogues, bruisers and hooli-
gans. You’ll want to hiss at
the duplicitous stepmother,
Gothel, a terrific Donna
Murphy. And don’t be sur-
prised to find your own
eyes getting moist as you
watch the tears well in the
gorgeous, oversized green
orbs of Rapunzel, whose
voice is provided by pop
powerhouse Mandy Moore.

A young up-and-coming
TV and movie actor,
Zachary Levi, gives the
good-guy bandit Flynn a
speaking voice to match
the character’s dashing
looks. But two characters
without a single spoken
line between them, Max
the horse and Pascal the
chameleon, provide a lion’s
share of the laughs.

This is the rare “family”
film that the entire family
can truly appreciate, and
enjoy. The latest jewel in
the Disney crown will make
you believe all over again in
the magic of a strong story,
splendid songs and princes
and princesses who come
to rousing, emotional,
heartwarming life through
the wizardry of well-done
animation.

BB22  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 1177,,  22001100 OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN PPOOSSTT

Liber t y Call

 Holiday Palm Springs
 Bus Special.

 $5 off Round Trip Fare.
 Present this Ad for $5 off on MBTA’s bus to Palm Springs. 
 Offer Valid until December 31, 2010 on MBTA Routes 12 

 and 15  from MCAGCC only.

 For Route Information Monday - Thursday 
 Call 760-366-2395 or check website www .MBTABUS .com

 The Reliable, Easy and Economical
 Way to Go!

 Fares from 29 Palms
 One-way Regular Fare  $20.00
 Round Trip Regular Fare  $25.00

 F or more information call
 MBTA C ustomer  Service  at
 760-366-2395.

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  S tater Bros  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  W al M art  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  S tater Bros  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva  W al M art

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 RIDE MBTA RIDE MBTA

 �

 Cinema 6
 Showtimes Fri.  12/17/10 -  Tues. 12/21/10

 1 (760) 365-9633
 w ww.cinema6theatre.com

 Chronicles Of Narnia: The Voyage Of The Dawn Treader  (PG)

 2:15, 4:30,  6:45, 9:00
 Tangled  (PG)

 Love & Other Drugs  (R)

 Showtimes Wed.  12/22/10 -  Th. 12/23/10

 Tron  (PG)
 Chronicles Of Narnia: The Voyage Of The Dawn Treader  (PG)

 Little Fockers  (PG13)
 True Grit  (PG13)

 2:15, 4:30,  6:45, 9:00

 Tron  (PG)

Lower Desert

PPaappppyy  aanndd  HHaarrrriieett’’ss  WWeeeekkeenndd  LLiinnee--UUpp
LLeeoo  RRoonnddeeaauu
Description: The country singer/songwriter performs
When: 7:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 17
TThhee  EEvvaannggeenniittaallss
Description: Performing a mix of country, punk and folk
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 18
Where: 53688 Pioneertown Road, Pioneertown
For more information, call 365-5956 or visit 
http://www.pappyandharriets.com.

1133tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  OOlldd  TToowwnn  LLIIgghhtt  PPaarraaddee
Description: Yucca Valley’s popular Christmas parade
When: 5:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 18
Where: On Twentynine Palms Highway between
Geronimo Trail and Acoma Trail
For more information call 369-7211 or visit http://www.
Yucca-Valley.org

TThhee  FFiirrsstt  CChhrriissttmmaass
Description: A child learns about the Christmas spirit
When: 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Dec. 17 and 18 
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Road, Twentynine Palms
For more information call 361-4151or visit
http://www.theatre29.com.

LLeewwiiss  BBllaacckk
Description: The edgy comedian performs stand up
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 8
Where: Agua Caliente
32-250 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

PPaattttii  LLaabbeellllee
Description: The pop legend performs her hits
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Jan. 14
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon
For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

GGoollddeenn  BBooyy  BBooxxiinngg
Description: De la Hoya’s Golden Boy promotions bouts
When: 8 p.m., Friday, Jan. 14
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

BBoonnnniiee  RRaaiitttt
Description: The R&B legend performs her hits
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 22
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

Sunset Cinema

Local Events

EExxccuurrssiioonnss  EEnnlliisstteedd  CClluubb
Fridays: Social food, 5 to 7 p.m.; Salsa dancing, 7 to 8
p.m.; Ladies’ night, 8 to 10 p.m.; DJ Vlad, 8 to 11 p.m.
Saturdays: Variety Night with DJ Gjettblaque
Sundays: Football coverage, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Mondays: Monday Night Football, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays: DJ Gjettblaque, 8 to 10 p.m.

BBllooooddssttrriippeess  NNCCOO  CClluubb
Mondays: Monday Night Football with free chili dogs,
5:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays: Italian sausage with peppers and onions
and green salad. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

HHaasshhmmaarrkkss  2299  SSNNCCOO  CClluubb
Fridays: Dinner, full menu, 4:30 to 9 p.m., Social hour
5:30 p.m., DJ, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Mondays: Steak night, 5 to 8 p.m.
Monday-Friday: All Hands Lunch, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: Dinner, full menu, 4:30 to 9 p.m.,
Karaoke, 5 to 7 p.m.

CCoommbbaatt  CCeenntteerr’’ss  OOffffiicceerrss’’ CClluubb
Mondays: Steak night, 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday: Lunch served, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Taco Thursdays: 5 to 7 p.m.

For complete calendars visit http://www.mccs29palms.com.

Combat Center Clubs

FFrriiddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1177
6 p.m. – The Social Network, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – Red, Rated PG-13
Midnight – Paranormal Activity 2, Rated R
SSaattuurrddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1188
11 a.m. – Free Matinee, Deck the Halls, Rated PG
2 p.m. – Megamind, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Hereafter, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – For the Colored Girls, Rated R
Midnight – Conviction, Rated R
SSuunnddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1199
2 p.m. – Megamind, Rated PG
6 p.m. – Red, Rated PG-13
9 p.m. – Due Date, Rated R
MMoonnddaayy,, DDeecc.. 2200
7 p.m. – Paranormal Activity 2, Rated R
TTuueessddaayy,, DDeecc.. 2211
7 p.m. – The Social Network, Rated PG-13
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, DDeecc.. 2222
7 p.m. – Red, Rated PG-13
TThhuurrssddaayy,, DDeecc.. 2233
4 p.m. – Free Matinee, Fred Claus, Rated PG
7 p.m. – Case 39, Rated R

Disney’s ‘Tangled’ fairytale is terrific

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN

Zachary Levi provides the voice of Flynn, a handsome young thief who stumbles upon
Rapunzel’s tower/prison. Rapunzel, voiced by Mandy Moore, has been imprisoned by
her evil stepmother voiced by Donna Murphy.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN

Pascal the chameleon and Maximus the horse, without a
single spoken word between them, provide most of the
movie’s laughs.

CCOOUURRTTEESSYY  IILLLLUUSSTTRRAATTIIOONN

Though her handsome rescuer is somewhat inconve-
nienced by Rapunzel’s long, long golden locks, they con-
tain plenty of valuable magical mojo.
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Combat Center Sports

Athlete of the Week

NNaammee:: Wesley Diehl
UUnniitt:: Marine Wing Support Squadron 374
HHoommeettoowwnn:: Fort Thomas, Ky.
RReeccooggnniittiioonn:: MVP Marine Wing Support Squadron
374 Rhinos
FFaavvoorriittee  aassppeecctt  ooff tthhee  ssppoorrtt:: “Just getting out there
and playing with the guys.”
AAddvviiccee  ffoorr  aassppiirriinngg  ppllaayyeerrss:: “It is a fun game; just try
your hardest.”

Did you know?

If you are active
duty, retired military
or a family member,

you can place a
FREE ad in our

Combat 
Center 

Trader Ads
See page A77  for details

and limitations 

the season has not begun, every
team has their eyes set on the
end, the playoff tournament,
and to win the trophy.

Every team played a one pre-
season game before the holidays.
The 7th Marine Regiment played
the 3rd Combat Engineer
Battalion Sappers Tuesday in the
East Gym.

“Our goal is the trophy,” said
Michael Wheatley, the coach of
the Sappers. “That’s it, everything
else is secondary.”

The biggest challenge the
Sappers will face during the sea-
son is simply getting back into
the groove of the game,
Wheatley said. “We just came off
a deployment so it’s just getting
back into team basketball that
will be the challenge.”

Tuesday was the first time the
teams have played since last win-
ter, so the intensity and focus
coming from the teams could
even be felt in the stands.

As the whistle blew, the Sappers
took a critical lead almost immedi-
ately, which was the eventual down-
fall for 7th Marines.

The game went on and the
Sappers were unstoppable.
Though 7th Marines put up a
fight, they lost 58-31 in the end.

The loss didn’t seem to affect
the players too much. Benjamin
Rubio, a player on the 7th Marines
team, said he and his fellow play-
ers saw the positives and negatives
during the game and they would
be ready for the season.

SHOOT, from B1

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN

There is a scramble at the hoop as the 7th Marine Regiment and the 3rd Combat
Engineer Battalion Sappers teams battle during a Commanding General’s
Intramural Basketball League preseason game Tuesday at the East Gym. The
Sappers won 58-31.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. SSAARRAAHH  AANNDDEERRSSOONN  

A player on the Sappers team shoots a layup during a Commanding General’s
Intramural Basketball League preseason game against 7th Marine Regiment Tuesday
at the East Gym. The Sappers won 58-31.
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 Y.V. Chrysler 29 Palms
 Service Department

 *On approved credit. Plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document prepar ation charge, and any emission charge. Exp. 12-23-10* 
 See dealer for details.

 We service  We service  We service 
 all makes  all makes  all makes 

 and models and models and models
 72878 29 Palms Hwy
 1-760- 367-1919

 10% 10% 10%
 MILITARY  MILITARY  MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

 CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY!  CALL TODAY! 

 FREE CAR 
 WASH 

 W/30-60-90K 
 SERVICE

 FREE  RIDE FROM BASE  • MILITARY DISCOUNT FREE  RIDE FROM BASE  • MILITARY DISCOUNT

 72878 29 Palms Hwy. Twentynine Palms

 THE LARGEST SELECTION OF  THE LARGEST SELECTION OF  THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 
 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN THE HIGH DESERT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN THE HIGH DESERT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN THE HIGH DESERT

 Open 7 Days

 Open 7 Days

 Open 7 Days

 A Week
 A Week
 A Week

 #8S027219 #8S027219

 29 Palms 29 Palms 29 Palms
 Sales Open 7 Days a Week • Service Dept. 8am - 5pm Mon. - Fri.

 • GOOD CREDIT!  • GOOD CREDIT!  • GOOD CREDIT! 
 • BAD CREDIT!  • BAD CREDIT!  • BAD CREDIT! 

 WE MAKE IT EASY AT WE MAKE IT EASY AT WE MAKE IT EASY AT

 # 606740 # 606740  $13,888

 10 HYUNDAI SONATA

 #010230

 07 AUDI A4

 $18,888
 04 FORD F250

 # B75431 # B75431  $14,888

 VALUE CARS

 05 KIA SORENTO

 # 395437 # 395437  $11,888

 # 1060614 # 1060614  $13,888

 08 SCION XB

 # 727689 # 727689  $11,888

 08 JEEP COMPASS

 #100828 #100828  $10,888

 06 CHEVY UPLANDER

 06 NISSAN XTERRA

 #511002 #511002

 # A13866 # A13866  $17,888

 03 FORD F250

 $13,888

 06 KIA OPTIMA

 # 057367 # 057367  $9,888
 06 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

 #6T240602 #6T240602  $8,888

  FAX  (760) 367-4430  FAX  (760) 367-4430

 GET PRE APPROVED TODAY AT GET PRE APPROVED TODAY AT GET PRE APPROVED TODAY AT

 WWW.USMILES.COM WWW.USMILES.COM WWW.USMILES.COM

 • NO CREDIT!  • NO CREDIT!  • NO CREDIT! 
 • NO PROBLEM! • NO PROBLEM! • NO PROBLEM!

 06 FORD EXPEDITION

 #A01530 #A01530  $12,888

 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919 1-760-367-1919

 $13,888

 GREAT GAS 
 MILEAGE

 Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler Yucca Valley Chrysler

 LOADED
 LOW 

 MILEAGE
 GAS 

 SAVER

 LOADED

 GREAT 
 WORK 
 TRUCK

 FAMILY 
 SIZE

 COOL 
 RIDE

 ONLY 
 37,000 
 MILES

 FAMILY
 SIZE

 GREAT GAS 
 MILEAGE

 7.3L
 DIESEL

 FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE FULL TANK OF GAS WITH EACH PURCHASE
 FREE CARFAX REPORT! FREE CARFAX REPORT! FREE CARFAX REPORT!

 Coachella Valley’s Premier

 DRIVING SCHOOL DRIVING SCHOOL DRIVING SCHOOL

 Driving Academy

 www.millersdriving.com www.millersdriving.com

 CHRISTMAS GIFT  CHRISTMAS GIFT  CHRISTMAS GIFT 
 CERTIFICATES  CERTIFICATES  CERTIFICATES 

 AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

 1 800 91-Drive 1 800 91-Drive 1 800 91-Drive
 (760) 343-3433 (760) 343-3433 (760) 343-3433

 $15 OFF $15 OFF $15 OFF
 Driver Training Driver Training Driver Training

 WITH COUPON

 ONE COUPON PER PERSON

 Military  Discounts

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN  

A First Marine Logistics Group defender plows into Tyler Ray, the kicker for the Marine
Wing Support Squadron 374 Rhinos, as Charles Jefferson, the Rhinos’ holder dashes
away to make a two-point conversion.

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL.. AANNDDRREEWW  DD.. TTHHOORRBBUURRNN

Jason Streets, a quar-
terback with Marine
Wing Support
Squadron 374 Rhinos,
throws the ball to
number nine during
the Best of the West
Football game against
1st MLG Beasts at
Camp Pendleton,
Calif, Saturday.


