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Ten days of shooting in the hot desert sun prepared the
Combat Center’s best shooters to compete with the rest of
the Marine Corps in intramural rifle and pistol competi-
tions from Sept. 24 to Oct. 5.

Their long days culminated in the final shoots, crowning
champions of the Combat Center and to represent the
installation as a team. All qualifying competitors also
earned the military occupational specialty of 0933, combat
marksmanship coach.

“The big reason why we were here at this competition
is to reinforce marksmanship fundamentals,” said
Gunnery Sgt. Raymond Bryant, staff noncommissioned
officer in charge, Marksmanship Training Unit. “They’re
here to get better as riflemen.”

Marines gathered from all units across the Combat
Center to the Marksmanship Training Unit’s ranges to
prove they are the best of the best.

“I think the biggest portion of this course was not
really the shooting, but it continues the tradition of the
Marine Corp marksmanship program,” Bryant said.
“Everyone knows that every Marine is a rifleman. I
think that sometimes we forget the traditions and the

experience and the expertise to become those shooters.”
There three individual and three team trophies award-

ed at the intramural competition. Competitors shot it out
for the title in rifle, pistol  and best combined shooter.
The teams fought for best rifle, pistol team and best
infantry team. The contest for infantry team was a dif-
ferent format from the rest.

The infantry team match had teams divide 183 rounds
between three shooters, with rounds shot from the 500,
300, 200 and 100 yard lines. The teams determined how
much they would shoot after sprinting from yard line to
yard line. They were then scored by most targets hit for the
point values from each yard line.

“I think that everyone learned a lot throughout the com-
petition,” said Sgt. Wayne Gallagher, MTU. “It makes them
better coaches, and better rifle and pistol shooters.”

Rifle and pistol intramurals also gives Marines more

A
s the Marine Corps tries to solve the challenges of get-
ting provisions to Marines in hard to reach battle
spaces, they do not always look toward technology but
rather apply solutions that were effective in the past.

The Animal Packers Course started as a concept course
at the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center
Bridgeport, Calif., in 1983.

The course is still taught today after nearly 30 years,
but the United States had been using this technique since
the early 1980s.

“It’s been around since both World Wars and the last time
they were utilized was in Korea,” said Sgt. Justin Head, staff
noncommissioned officer in charge, Animal Packers
Program. “It’s been around for thousands of years. It’s
something that's worked for countless militaries.”

The 16-day course teaches Marines how to use animals in
the region they find themselves in as a logistical tool to
transport weapons, ammunition, food, supplies or wounded
Marines through areas vehicles cannot reach.

“After coming through the course and learning the basic
fundamentals they can pack any kind of animal, from

llama, camel, anything,” Head said. “If you’re going to
fight compartmentalized conventional war in the moun-
tains, you’ve got to utilize animals. If you don’t, you’re not
going to be able to get your logistics, your ammo, basically
the five Bs, to your Marines.”

The beginning of the course works to introduce the
Marines to the basics.

They use mules for their training and learn about their
anatomy and familiarize themselves with the animals. This
step is particularly important to the Marines who have little
or no experience with these large creatures.

“For most Marines, they’ve never been around livestock
and this is something completely new or foreign to them,”
Head said. “We teach handling and catching, basically get
the Marines comfortable being around those large animals.”

Even Marines already familiar with handling pack animals
find that there’s something to be gained from the course.

“I’ve had horses growing up,” said Lance Cpl. Luke W.
Martin, team leader, 1st Platoon, Company L, 3rd Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment, and recent graduate of the course.
“The course definitely increased my skills.”

The Marines move on to learn about the animals’
capabilities and limitations, the equipment and four basic

For the past 15 years, the Combat Center
Fire Department has held the Annual Fire
Prevention Week Chili Luncheon to promote
fire safety and raise money for charity.

The luncheon has become a staple social
event for Combat Center personnel. Hundreds
flocked to the fire station on Oct. 12 to socialize,
learn about the year's fire safety theme and enjoy
some homemade chili.

Fire Prevention Week originally started to
commemorate fire fighters after the great
Chicago fire, which happened Oct. 8, 1871.
Fire Prevention week now is observed every
year on the week of Oct. 9.

Darlene Hull, Assistant Fire Chief,
Combat Center Fire Department, has been
with the CCFD long before the inception of
the luncheon.

“We have this event to recognize National
Fire Prevention Week,” Hull said. “This year’s
theme is ‘Have Two Ways Out’ and all week
we've been giving tours and educating elemen-
tary school children about the program.”

There was also a trailer at the luncheon that
taught young children fire safety and this
year's theme.

“The thing we're trying to stress is fire safety
and prevention,” said Mark Aid, fire inspector,
CCFD. “I’m here teaching the kids and to get
their attention. We really get their attention with
this stuff. You can see the trust that they have
and that they really appreciate and respect it.”

The money raised from the luncheon goes
to a charity in the Combined Federal Campaign
decided by the CCFD. In the past the depart-
ment has donated to charities like the

American Red Cross and The Ronald
McDonald House.

“Anything we gain above and beyond the
cost of the event, we pick a charity based on
their overhead and the good they provided to
the masses,” Hull said. “In the past few years
we’ve chosen the American Red Cross.”

In Hull's time at the fire department, the
chili luncheon has grown since it started.
At its start, the chili was from a can. Now
the fire department makes the chili from
scratch from their own mixture of beef,
beans and spices.

“We started everything on Tuesday,” Hull
said. “We started with 210 pounds of ground
beef, 50 pounds of beans and we make it all
from scratch right here in the house.”

Attendees had a lot to take away from the
luncheon. Children left with big smiles and
gifts from learning about fire safety and
prevention, and everyone left with a belly
full of chili.

Lance Cpl. Tyler Langford, anti-tank missileman, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, leads his pack mule during a
hike during the Animal Packers Course at Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., Oct. 13.

Fire department hosts cook off

Shooting team refine
competition skills

LLaannccee  CCppll.. DD.. JJ.. WWuu
Combat Correspondent

T
he desert tortoise is one of

many animals that call the
Combat Center home. They
are also the only species aboard
the installation listed as threat-

ened under the Endangered Species Act.
The Tortoise Research and Captive

Rearing Site helps bolster the local popu-
lation of the desert tortoise with head
starting. Head starting involves bringing in
pregnant tortoises, allowing them to lay
their eggs in the facility and then safe
guarding the hatchlings until they are large
enough to fend off predation and can bet-
ter withstand the harsh desert elements.

If the population of the desert tor-
toise declines, the species could become
listed as endangered. This could com-
promise Marines’ ability to train aboard
the Combat Center. TRACRS contains
their head starting site to one part of the
base, helping to keep the population out
of training areas. The implementation
of programs such as TRACRS is the
Combat Center’s way of protecting and
growing the population of the threat-
ened species which in turn allows the
Marine Corps to continue training oper-
ations aboard its premier pre-deploy-
ment training facility. Maddox Adcox, 2, hugs Sparky the Fire Dog,

official mascot for the National Fire Protection
Association at the Combat Center Fire
Department Chili Luncheon Oct. 12.

Lance Cpl.Christopher Flinng, block coach, Marksmanship
Training Unit, sights in on the 7-yard line during his annual
qualification practice firing stage at the MTU pistol range
Tuesday.

Into the

MOUNTAINS
SSttoorryy  aanndd  pphhoottoo  bbyy  LLaannccee  CCppll.. AAllii  AAzziimmii
Combat Correspondent

The War on Terror is not always fought in the urban setting where food, supplies and
ammunition can be provided through normal logistical means. Fighting the enemy
takes Marines into regions where common modes of transportation, such as
armored vehicles or aircraft, cannot reach.

See BBRRIIDDGGEEPPOORRTT page A7

SSttoorryy  aanndd  pphhoottoo  bbyy  LLaannccee  CCppll.. DD.. JJ.. WWuu
Combat Correspondent

See MMTTUU  page A7

Protecting the desert tortoise

LLAANNCCEE  CCPPLL..  LLAAUURREENN  AA..  KKUURRKKIIMMIILLIISS

TRACRS seek to preserve wildlife, Marine Corps training

For video of desert tortoises on base check out
http://www.youtube.com/user/Combat CenterPAO
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Sgt. Heather Golden
Lance Cpl. D. J. Wu
Lance Cpl. Ali Azimi
Lance Cpl. Lauren A. Kurkimilis

OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guid-
ance prohibits service members from
patronizing the following locations. This
order applies to all military personnel.

In Oceanside:
- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,

Oceanside, Calif., 92054
- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,

Oceanside, Calif., 92054 

In San Diego:
- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.
- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.
- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
- Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:
- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.
- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following
locations.

In Twentynine Palms:
- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.
- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.
- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:
- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff ’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.

In Palm Springs:
- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Center’s official website
at http://www.marines.mil/units/29palms
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Combat
Sgts.’ Course places at wilderness challenge

SUDOKU #2630-D

SOUNDS LIKE WEDDING BELLS

ACROSS
1. Bouncers' requests 
4. "R.U.R." playwright 
9. "Rabbit food" 
14. Teachers' org.
15. Beyond's partner 
16. Two-dimensional 
17. If actress Tyne 

married Chicago 
politico Richard,
she'd be Tyne __ 

19. Upper crust 
20. "Don't fire __ fired  

upon" 
21. Orthodontist's device 
23. Caught in the act 
24. Guinness suffix 
26. Gaelic tongue 
27. 1/2 fl. oz.
29. Dr. Scholl's products 
32. Felix's roommate 
35. Director Preminger 
37. Pew area 
38. Scuff up 
39. If artist Yoko 

married skater 
Apolo, she'd be 

Yoko  __ 
42. Palindromic Bobbsey 
43. Jillions 
45. Moffo or Pavlova 
46. Politico Lott 
48. Wanted-poster figures 
50. Mason's job 
52. Native Canadian 
53. KLM rival 
54. In the proverbial cellar 
58. City south of

Elizabeth, NJ 
61. Grosse __, MI 
63. Siouan tribesmen 
64. If skater Sasha 

married director 
Ethan, she'd be 
Sasha __ 

66. Look for water 
67. Getting chilled 
68. __ Plaines, IL 
69. Aids in wrongdoing 
70. Arboreal abodes 
71. Bard's before 

DOWN

1. Pakistan's chief river 

2. Colonial diplomat
Silas 
3. Explorer Sieur de La
__ 
4. Ill-bred sorts 
5. Puts down 
6. Capitol Hill figure 
7. Navratilova rival 
8. Chan films regular 

__ Luke 
9. Gear for some 

fishermen 
10. Jazzman Mose or 

puppeteer Fran 
11. If singer Cleo 

married actor 
Nathan, she'd be 
Cleo __ 

12. Kitty starter 
13. Word before XING 
18. Gossipy sort 
22. Mortise mate 
25. Impromptu 

percussion 
28. A sib 
29. Cornell's city 
30. Hunter or Bayh 

31. Shipped off
32. Actor Epps 
33. Mall event 
34. If singer Sheryl 

married actor 
Russell, she'd be 

Sheryl __ 
36. Won __ soup 
40. Quadrennial 

candidate Ralph 41.
4th-qtr. followers,
sometimes 

44. Most tangy 
47. Dig find 
49. Candy brand 
51. Facet 
53. Brit's weight 
55. Battery terminal 
56. Beef on the hoof
57. On tenterhooks 
58. Closing passage 
59. Get from __ 

(progress  a  bit) 
60. MBA subj.
62. Till stack 
65. "__ Master's Voice" 

See answers on page A6

Sgt. Abigail Labin

Press Chief

Some people golf for fun. Some people
fish. Some people get together and subject
themselves to brutal challenges of fitness,
stamina and outdoor skill in the mountains of
West Virginia. To each his own.

One group of Marines for whom the latter
sounded like a good time headed off this
weekend to the inaugural Fleet Wilderness
Challenge in Fayetteville, W.Va. Five staff
members from the Combat Center Sergeants’
Course headed for the hills to test their mettle
against 38 other teams from all branches of
the Armed Forces.

“It was a good time and very challenging,”
said SSgt. Annete Cunningham, team captain
for the “Stump Warriors,” upon their return,
with a laugh. “It was complete madness.”

The team, which finished eleventh, knew
before their departure that the event would
be harrowing. Each team consisted of four
men and one woman and had to complete a
specified set of events within 24 hours. They
kicked off with a 6.2 mile forced march,
then covered 40 miles on mountain bikes.
Once the teams dropped their kickstands,
they boarded rafts for 25 miles of whitewa-
ter on the New River. Upon hitting shore,
they donned their running shoes for a 5.2
mile run to the finish line.

Preparing for the events posed some
challenges to the team.

“We’ve been doing a lot of biking and a lot
of cross-country hill work,” Cunningham
explained, before adding that only one mem-
ber of their team had ever been whitewater
rafting. It was the events that aren’t normally
part of the military workout plan that were
the unknown factors in the race.

The point wasn’t necessarily to win,
according to team members.

“We’re all over 30, except for Cpl. ‘Ski,’”
said GySgt. Kevin Halcrow. “This says we’re

all able to go out and compete.”
The spirit of competition and the value

placed upon challenging oneself are impor-
tant to the staffers at Sergeants’ Course.

“We like to have camaraderie here at the
Academy,” added Halcrow. “It’s about
wanting to do things with that team effort.”

Team effort might seem like something
that would be a challenge for a team made
up mostly of SNCOs, who, it might be
said, are used to being in charge, but
according to Halcrow, there was never a
problem with having “too many chiefs and
not enough Indians.”

“There’s no chief at all,” he said. “We
compete as one.”

The team came together for the event
when Cunningham was notified of the
opportunity. She offered it up to a group of
her fellow instructors who had placed well
in a recent Ironman competition at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego. With Cpl.
Levi Brostowski filling the only vacancy,
the group gelled quickly.

Getting that feeling of team cohesion was
important. Beyond just challenging individ-
ual team members, it allowed the instructors
to explore and try for themselves an activity
that incorporates values and concepts central
to the Sergeants’ Course. The experience,
they hoped, would be something they could
pass on to their students.

“We want to find activities that all small
unit leaders can use to bring the small team
together,” said GySgt. Richard Lewallen,
team member.

Over hills, down rivers and on treacherous,
mud-covered running trails in the cold moun-
tain air, the Fleet Wilderness Challenge cer-
tainly did that — allowing groups from
around the military to test themselves and
their team unity under some of the most chal-
lenging conditions around. It may have even
qualified as “fun,” for those seeking some-
thing a little more intense then golf or fishing.

Between deployments, school, work, and
children’s activities there doesn’t seem to be
any time left to do one more thing. Day in
and day out you prepare to help others, but
have you taken the time to prepare to help
yourself and your family?

By taking just a few minutes a week, you
can prepare for any disaster no matter where
life takes you. Start by preparing an emer-
gency kit with enough food and water for
every person and animal in your household
for a minimum of three days. Make sure you
also have a flashlight and portable radio (and
don’t forget the batteries!)  You should also
have at least three days of medicine on hand
at all times in case an emergency strikes. In
the case of an earthquake make sure every-
one in your house and at your work site
know the safe spots to go to when the
ground starts shaking. Look for sturdy
tables or desks or plan to duck, cover and
hold on against an interior wall far away

from windows, mirrors, hanging objects and
tall unsecured furniture like book cases. If
you are outdoors when an earthquake hap-
pens, get into an open area away from trees,
buildings or walls, and power lines. If you
are alerted to an earthquake while driving,
pull over to the side of the road away from
power lines and stop. Stay inside your car
until the shaking is over.

Once an earthquake is over, it is important
to let your family and friends know you are
okay. Since phone circuits may be busy,
choose an out-of-state friend or relative who
all of your family members know to call to
find out if you are safe and secure. Also, make
sure you, your family and your co-workers
know where to meet after a disaster occurs.

For more information on what you can do
to prepare for an emergency visit, ready.gov,
download a copy of the MCAGCC Are YOU
Prepared? guide book by visiting:
http://www.29palms.marines.mil/Portals/56
/docs/OnlineEmergencybooklet.pdf or pick
up a copy from the Force Protection Office at
Building 1525.

Take time to prepare for natural disasters
JJ.. NNiikkii  MMccBBaaiinn
Emergency Management Specialist

Relax with the paper

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

Wednesdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star

Thursdays with
The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post
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THE VW GUY
WHAT I’VE LEARNED

> I did everything from wrestling to football.
> If you think about the principle of what Volkswagen stands
for; the word itself in an english translation means "The people's car."
Volks meaning folks and wagon being car.
> Out came the Beetle. It was called the Type 1. It wasn't
called the Beetle until a few years into being brought to the United
States. They called it the Beetle because of its shape, and then it just
caught on. It’s been that way ever since.

> Seeing how people treat other people with Volkswagens, it’s like the motorcyclists. If you ride a
motorcycle, it doesn’t matter if its a cruiser, touring, a Gold Wing or another street bike. You have the
same love as that person for riding motorcycles. You have the same feeling. You're passionate about it. It’s
what you do. People who ride bikes, ride bikes if they can. When it’s up to them, they ride. With
Volkswagen it’s the same way.
> Broken down by the side of the road, I had three cars pull over, one was Volkswagen, two was a
Volkswagen and three was a truck with tools. The guy got out of the truck. He aslo owned a Volkswagen.
Always willing to help one another. I was born in Medford, Ore. It used to be a small town. Everybody
knew your name.
> I'm a connoisseur of odd-looking things. I'm always the one that likes the odd shaped cars.
> The Beetle, it just caught my eye.
> I did my research and talked to my granddad who had a few Volkswagens himself. I looked up the
insuraunce and $12 a month for a 16-year-old kid was pretty good. We found one for $6,500 and it was a negoti-
ation just to get the engine to come with it because it was a rare engine. That car went through three engines.
> From there I intermittently got my cousin’s ‘57 Baja, which means it has a fiberglass hood, lifted off the
ground, heavy duty suspension. This is the car you don't mind sliding through the rocks. You don't mind putting
it in the ditch.
> We have a hair-pin turn around and it’s probably about a half a mile from the house. Well, I had the
Baja and slid it into the ditch and rocked it sideways. I climbed out the passenger’s side, rocked it back, got the
tire that was in the ditch and put dirt underneath it just to get enough clearance on the back tire. It helped it
crawl out of the ditch. It’s so light that even if it’s high center, as long as you get traction on the tires, it will slide
across the metal belly-pan and comes right out.
> There’s a dip in Bandon, Ore., where it goes under railroad tracks as opposed to building a bridge for
the railroad to go over. It fills with water. My great grandmother actually swam her Carmageon across the water and out the other side of the divide in the ground. It wasn't full of water just a
third of the way, just enough to where the car came off the ground and floated across the water, through inertia and made it to the other side.
> It almost hurts my soul when you see a Volkswagen with "Ricer" status. Lowered with a ground effects package which does absolutely nothing except for ruin the already existent air foil
that the car produces itself. You don't need a 10-ft wing for a car that doesn't go more than 100 miles per hour.
> My mom used to say if I cut my arm I'd bleed little Volkswagens.
> I actually still have in my garage, an inoperable 1983 Rabbit GTI. It was the first year the GTIs came to the United States and it’s also the year I was born. So does it have senti-
mental value? — Sure.
> I used to joke with one of my buddies. he drove Hondas. I’d ride with him and hop out as soon as I could because I didn’t want to be caught dead riding in a Honda.
> I do have to say I've owned two Hondas. One I owned for three months, the other less than 45 days.
> I've experienced 15, ridden and driven far more, but for me, not persay owning, but there have been 15 Volkswagens that I've claimed.
> I bought a white four-door GTI Volkswagen Saturday. I convinced my wife to come back from Carson City to pick me up, drop off whatever she bought, drive all the way to Reno,
check out the car and we ended up getting it.
> I have one daughter almost 3 years old. She has more Volkswagen Hot Wheels than any other car and she almost has as many Volkswagen Hot Wheels as I have, but hers are out of
the package and mine are still in the package.
> If she had the same passion we would definitely have something to talk about in the future. I might overdo it and my passion and how enthusiastic I am about them might sway her
away from them. She might fall in line, every time she sees a Volkswagen she says, “Wagon.” We have to try to get her to say the first half of it, “Volks.”
> I got a VW tattoo in 2011. One of my friends I met, Joseph, he’s from Conn., I had re-enlisted, in North Carolina with 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment. He showed up a “boot” from
SOI. About two weeks in, we found out we both shared the exact same is enthusiasm for Volkswagens. The same love, the same passion. It’s in our souls.
> He ended up getting a blue-outlined Volkswagen emblem on the inside of his arm, on his left bicep. He used to always rub it in my face that I didn't love Volkswagens as much as he
did, because  I didn't have a tattoo.
> He EAS'd and got out. During a training evalution in Camp Lejuene, our first sergeant came out and told a few of us that he had wrecked his Volkswagen into a pole and died.
> He gave us the opportunity to go up to Connecticut, the few of us who knew him the best, and he actually had lived with me for a while. So I was one the lucky few to go up there and
be one of the pollbearers for him.
> My wife had a tattoo on her foot that was fading real bad. When I got back, we
went to a tattoo place, and for Joseph, she got a Volkswagen symbol on her foot and I got
my Volkswagen symbol in honor of Joe and his passion for Volkswagens, for Audis and all
German engineering.
> My love for Joe and spending the time I did with him and my love for
Volkswagens and his love for Volkswagens, I figured I would sacrifice the pain of a tattoo.
So I always have him with me.
> I've thought about getting additions to it like, “In remembrance of,” but I
think he knows.

INTERVIEWED AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY

LANCE CPL. ALI AZIMI
October 15, 2012

Sgt. Benjamin L. Workman
S-3 training chief, 28,

Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center
Medford, Ore.

(909) 55-TEETH

Thank you

School of Dentistry

Center for Dentistry and Orthodontics

The Graduate Orthodontic Clinic 
is offering a $500 discount on full 

orthodontic treatment plans to active 
military members and their dependants, 

September 1 - October 31, 2012.

Offer valid for new patients. Valid military ID must be presented at the patient’s first orthodontic screening appointment. Those who sign-up for a full 
treatment plan by October 31, 2012, will receive $500 off of the total price. The cost of each patient’s orthodontic treatment is tailored to fit their specific 

treatment needs. The average cost for a child’s orthodontic treatment plan is between $3,100 - $3,600. The average cost for an adult’s orthodontic 
treatment plan is between $3,600 - $4,500.
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The Combat Center has its 
own YouTube channel 

Find it at http://www.youtube.com/
user/Combat CenterPAO.

Visit the official 
MCAGCC facebook page at
http://www.facebook.com

/thecombatcenter
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Join the Pioneer
Days parade

TWENTYNINE PALMS —
The Twentynine Palms
Chamber of Commerce
invites members of the com-
munity to enjoy the 2012
Pioneer Days Parade at 10
a.m. Saturday, Oct. 20.

The parade will take the
same route as last year, east
on Twentynine Palms
Highway from Split Rock
Avenue and north on Adobe
Road. There are close to 50
groups participating in this
year's parade with fun per-
formances and displays.

The deadline to enter the
parade is Thursday, Oct. 18.
For more information, call
(760) 367-3445.

Carve a pumpkin,
win a prize

TWENTYNINE PALMS —
Pumpkin carvers age 8 to 15
are invited to display their
talents at the Pioneer Days
Pumpkin Carving contest at 2
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 20, at
Luckie Park.

Pumpkins and carving
tools will be provided to all
participants.

Prizes will be given to the
overall winner.

The registration fee is $5.
Forms can be found at 29cham-
ber.org or by visiting the
Twentynine Palms Chamber of
Commerce office, 73484
Twentynine Palms Highway.

Get your motors
running

TWENTYNINE PALMS —
The Twentynine Palms Cham-
ber of Commerce and Desert
Cycle Works are working
together to sponsor this year's
Pioneer Days Motorcycle
Poker Run.

Participants will travel to
pre-determined locations, col-
lecting poker cards. Entry fee

is $15 for a single rider and
$20 for riders with one pas-
senger.

Entry fee covers one poker
hand and lunch. Additional
poker hands may be pur-
chased for $5 each.

Participants will meet at
Desert Cycle Works, 6231
Ocotillo Drive in Twentynine
Palms at 9 a.m. Sunday, Oct.
21. The ride will kick off at
9:30. Lunch will be provided
to all participants from
Louisiana Famous Fried
Chicken.

Prizes will be awarded.
Entry forms may be found at
29chamber.org, or by visiting
the Twentynine Palms
Chamber of Commerce office.
For more information contact
the Twentynine Palms
Chamber of Commerce at
(760) 367-3445 or Desert
Cycle Works at (760) 361-
3226.

76th annual Pioneer Days
First weekend
Thursday, Oct. 18
3 to 5 p.m.
Friends of the Library Book Sale (members only)
Non-members can join for $5 at the library

Friday, Oct. 19
6 to 10 p.m.
8th annual Halloween Haunt at Theatre 29

Saturday, Oct. 20
6 to 10 a.m.
Firefighters Pancake Breakfast
9 a.m. to 2 p.m
Friends of the Library book sale at the library
10 to 11:30 a.m.
76th annual Pioneer Days Parade
Noon to 5 p.m.
Alumni BBQ at the Twentynine Palms Youth Club
1  to 4 p.m.
Children’s games, baby crawling, Win It in a Minute, bal-
loon toss, hard-boiled egg carrying contest, relay race (put
clothes on from suitcase)
1 to 4 p.m.
Old Timers Gathering at the Old Schoolhouse Museum
1 to 5 p.m.
First Class Miners at Luckie Park
1 to 6 p.m.
Gunfighters For Hire, two to three shows, to be
announced
2 to 4 p.m.
Pumpkin carving contest at Luckie Park
3 to 3:30 p.m.
Pie eating contest
4 to 5 p.m.
Little Miss and Master Contest at Luckie Park
5 to 6:30 p.m.
Willow Dance Studio at Luckie Park
6 to 8 p.m.
Chili dinner at 29 Palms Art Gallery
3 to 6 p.m.
Bucky Bucklin Arm Wrestling Tournament hosted by the
Twentynine Palms Youth Club at Luckie Park
6 to 9 p.m.
Bingo and dinner at the Elks Lodge
6 to 10 p.m.
8th annual Halloween Haunt at Theatre 29
7 to 10 p.m.
Country Western band at Luckie Park

Sunday, Oct. 21
9 a.m. to noon
Motorcycle poker run in Twentynine Palms
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Pet parade at Luckie Park
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Military dog demonstration at Luckie Park
1 to 5 p.m.
Children’s games at Luckie Park

Second weekend
(All events will be at Luckie Park)
Friday, Oct. 26
4 p.m. to midnight
Carnival
7 to 10 p.m.
Country Western band

Saturday, Oct. 27
6 a.m. to noon
Community flea market
Noon to midnight
Carnival
2 to 3 p.m.
Rubber Duck Regatta at the Luckie Park swimming pool
1 to 6 p.m.
Sumo wrestling with inflatable suits
7 to 10 p.m.
Country Western band

Sunday, Oct. 28
Noon to 10 p.m.
Carnival
1 to 6 p.m.
Sumo wrestling with inflatable suits

TWENTYNINE PALMS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Special to The Desert Trail

This year’s Pioneer Days Parade will march east on Twentynine Palms Highway and north on Adobe Road at 10 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 20.

 10/16/2012 
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Pioneer Days highlights

Hats off! To Pioneer Days 2012
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By Kurt Schauppner
The Desert Trail

TWENTYNINE PALMS —
“My first question was ‘why
me?’” Larry Briggs said of his
selection as this year’s Pioneer
Days grand marshal.

“I’m proud,” the soft-spoken
longtime Twentynine Palms
realtor said recently. “I’m still
trying to figure out why they
selected me.”

Briggs, who originally hails
from New York, was first
brought to Twentynine Palms
in 1956 with the  United
States Marine Corps.

Briggs is the son of
Genevieve and Christopher
Briggs of Rochester, N.Y He
was raised there and graduat-
ed from St. Thomas Aquinas
High School and St. John
Fisher College with a bache-
lor’s degree in accounting.

“The  next question I had,
being in the military, was,
‘What are my duties?’ Someone
said, ‘Probably just waving your
hand,’ so I said ‘OK,’” he said.

“I really appreciate the
honor and recognition that
goes along with it,” he said.

After joining the Marine
Corps in 1955, Briggs served in
Twentynine Palms from 1956
to 1958 before his career took

him to places like Kaneohe
Bay in Hawaii and Iwakuni in
Japan.

In 1979 he was getting
ready for another transfer and
asked if there were any open-
ing on the West Coast. He was
told no but there was an open-
ing in a place called
Twentynine Palms, so he took
it.

“I had been here before; I
liked it,” he said, noting that
his plan at that point was to
get picked for colonel and move
on or retire in Twentynine
Palms.

He noted that he did not
make colonel but added that
he liked Twentynine Palms.

“Just the small-town
atmosphere and the weather,”
he said. “I am from upstate
New York, where it is either
hot and humid or cold and
damp.

“I remember the first year I
looked west and saw Gorgonio
with snow on it,” he said, jok-
ing that it looked beautiful but
that he was a close as he want-
ed to get to the snow.

Not long after retiring in
1981, Briggs became a realtor.
He has been active in the com-
munity, serving a few years on
the municipal advisory council

which served the area before
the city was incorporated.

“I was on that for about
three or four years,” he said.

In the mid 1990s he and
some other civic minded folks
got together and helped found
Action Council for 29 Palms
Inc., which brought
Twentynine Palms to the
attention of much of the world
through its mural program.

“Business was decreasing,”
Briggs said. “We were trying to
get more people in, more
tourists into Twentynine
Palms.”

He and Karon Masterson,
Beth Weiderhold, Mary Jane
Binge, Ernie Reid and some
others formed a merchant’s
committee within the chamber
of commerce and began looking
for something they could do to
put the city on the map.

They heard about a mural
program in a little place called
Chemainus, British Columbia.

“About 10 or 15 of us went
up there,” he said. “We checked
out Chemainus and how they
did it.”

In 2010, Briggs ran for a
seat on the Twentynine Palms
City Council. He was one of
seven candidates seeking three
seats on the council.

By Kurt Schauppner
The Desert Trail

TWENTYNINE PALMS —
As you watch the Pioneer Days
Parade march east on
Twentynine Palms Highway
and north on Adobe Road, you
may notice a new attraction.

Riding in the back of an
open top Jaguar will be Col.
Billy Bouldin, sporting a brand
new Pioneer Days title, mili-
tary grand marshal.

“I think it’s an extreme
honor for me and think it is a
great event between the city
and the base,” Bouldin said of
his being named Pioneer Days’
first military grand marshal. “I
feel honored to be selected as
the first one.”

He thought the title would
serve as a good way to bring
the two communities, military
and civilian, closer together in
Twentynine Palms.

In one way, Bouldin was
involved in the Marine Corps
Air Ground Combat Center
before it was established.

In 1952, he was flying
multi-engine transports out of
the Marine Corps Air Station
in El Toro. On Aug. 17, he flew
to Camp Pendleton, picked up
42 Marines and delivered
them to a dry lake bed and the
former site of a glider training
field to begin creation of what
is now the Combat Center.

Bouldin, who was born in
Pecos, Texas, on April 14, 1930,
was still a fairly young man at
that point, but he had man-
aged to pack a lot of life into
his years.

He moved with his family to
Santa Barbara when his father
was transferred to the
Richfield oil field in Goleta and
was there at the beginning of
World War II when the oil field
was shelled by a Japanese
submarine.

Soon after, Bouldin’s father
volunteered for duty in the
Navy and young Billy was sent
to a safe place in Texas where

he lived with his grandmother.
He graduated from Munday

High School there in 1948,
earned a football scholarship
to Texas A&M, graduated from
Navy Flight Training in 1951
and was commissioned a 2nd
Lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps.

After retraining to fly fight-
er planes, he served in Korea,
flew night missions looking for
“Bed Check Charlie and coor-
dinated Marilyn Monroe’s visit
to the DMV.

After fighting ended he
became a flight instructor at
the Naval Air Training
Command in Kingsville, Texas,
where he met Faye, who was a
student at Texas A&I. They
married on her parents’ farm
in Michigan on June 23, 1957.

Over the years, Bouldin
traveled to Mexico City,
Vietnam, Washington, D.C.,
and Tustin. He and Faye and
their children, son Billy Jr. and
daughters Mila Claire and
Hannah Lee, came to
Twentynine Palms in 1975
when Bouldin was made assis-
tant commander of the Combat
Center. Here he was charged
with developing the Marine
Corps’ new Air Ground

Combat Training Center.
Bouldin retired in 1979 and

stayed in Twentynine Palms in
part for his children’s sake.

“Our two daughters were
just starting high school,” he
said. “We wanted them to have
a hometown high school envi-
ronment.

“My wife, Faye, fell in love
with one of the Stubbs broth-
ers’ old adobes near the oasis,”
he said. “Our son and two
daughters completed gram-
mar and high school in
Twentynine Palms.”

Bouldin transitioned to cor-
porate aviation. He has been a
member of the Twentynine
Palms Soaring Club for 32
years and the Aircraft Owners
and Pilots Association for 54
years.

During his time in
Twentynine Palms, he was on
the County Airport
Commission for eight years,
was a city planning commis-
sioner for one year and a hos-
pice volunteer for three years.

He also served as an oblate
for the Order of Holy Cross for
eight years, an Episcopal bish-
op’s warden for eight years and
a lay eucharistic minister for
10 years.

 The 29 Palms Chamber of Commerce 
 for selecting me as the

 2012 Pioneer Days Grand Marshal
 I am proud to be part of the community since 1956

 Plaza Realtors 
 5674 Historic Plaza • (760) 367-5839

REBECCA UNGER The Desert Trail

Larry Briggs, this year’s Pioneer Days grand marshal, first came to Twentynine Palms
with the Marine Corps in 1956.

Briggs came to 29 Palms with the Marines
REBECCA UNGER The Desert Trail

Chamber president Chuck Caplinger, left, speaks to
Military Grand Marshal Billy Bouldin during Historic
Plaza Days.

Bouldin earns first military honors
Chamber opens with pair of marshals

Paid Advertisement



Living on base has provided one of the most invaluable things
in my life, a collection of friends. Throughout my Marine Corps
journey, I’ve been lucky enough to find precious gems at every
duty station. I will cherish these friendships the rest of my life
and will continue feeding them through a journey of communi-
cation, watching their families grow on Facebook, visiting while
traveling across the U.S., or meeting for a reunion vacation.

Four years into our first duty station, my entire network of
friends moved before me or concluded their time in the Corps
altogether. I was devastated and felt like I would never experience
such meaningful friendships with other military wives again.
Now that time has passed, I’ve discovered that it’s never good-
bye; it’s see you later.

It’s really difficult to see great neighbors and friends move on
through the Corps, but if you keep your heart open, there is
always the possibility to meet another gem, and perhaps welcome
back an old one. One of my dearest friends just left, moving to
the East Coast. Another friend I was stationed with at Marine
Corps Base Twentynine Palms, Calif., is moving into her home.
I’m sad for the friend I lost, but I am also happy to reunite with
my friend and her family.

There’s just something about base living that is uniquely spe-
cial. It’s an amazing experience to walk along the street and say
hello to a friend or neighbor and chattin’ it up in the front yard.
What other neighborhood can provide potential friends up and
down the block who haven’t started a family or who have chil-
dren roughly the same age as yours, where everyone is experi-
encing similar lifestyle changes? I can’t imagine anywhere else
where this is possible (unless you live in some creepy compound).

I have heard horror stories about dreadful, problematic neigh-

bors living in base housing, but I’m delighted to say I’ve never
experienced that. Sure, there are the atypical neighbors whom
many of us avoid and secretly think about toilet-papering, but the
majority of us really like one another. The old adage, “Why would
you want to live next to the people you work with?” hasn’t proven
true for us either. In the 10 years spent in base housing, the clos-
est we’ve come to living next to a co-worker was three doors away,
and we’ve never lived on the same street as my husband’s superi-
or. In fact, some of my best friends have been wives of Marines
serving alongside my husband.

The journey continues now that summer is upon us, and for
many that means a Permanent Change of Station, or PCS, to
their next destination. The day after school let out, five moving
trucks lined our streets, packing my neighbors’ homes. Of
course, I knew that many of them were leaving, but reality hit
home seeing the movers carting out their belongings. I was
lucky enough to be entwined with their adventure for a
moment in time, and it’s these chapters that have brought me
tremendous friends with whom I’ve laughed, cried, and joined
together in shenanigans. I would have never met these ladies if
it weren’t for the Marine Corps and for that I say to my husband
and the Corps, thank you for the precious women in my life.
They are cherished and will never be forgotten.

Editor’s Note: Kristine Schellhaas is a Marine wife and writer for
“USMC Life,” an opinion based website which provides an overview of
every major Marine Corps base focusing on providing specific base infor-
mation, military housing and photos, schools, youth programs and sports,
getting to and from each installation and popular links helpful to Marines
and their families. The website is not officially endorsed by the Marine
Corps but the content is relevant to our readers.

MILITARYMOVES
It’s never goodbye, it’s see you later
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Kristine Schellhaas
USMC Life
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 56445 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley • 365-6967 • Military and Church Discounts Available

 This Week’s Spotlight Church

 Sunday Bible Study  10 :00AM
 Sunday Morning Worship  11:00AM
 Sunday Evening Worship  5:00PM
 Wednesday Bible Study   6:00PM

 367-9400

 29 PALMS CHURCH OF CHRIS T
 72309 Larrea Ave. (1 block up from KFC)

 United Methodist Church
 of Twentynine Palms

 6250 Mesquite Springs Road
 Phone: 367-7338

 Sunday School: 8:00 a.m. - Worship: 9:00 a.m.
 (Child Care Provided)

 Reverend Lynn Reece
 “open hearts, open minds, open doors”

 Join  Us In
 W orship

Come Pray With Us jCome Pray With Us j

 Skyview Chapel
 Church of God

 Worship Service
 Sun. 10:30 A.M &  6:00 P.M.
 Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

 7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,  Joshua Tree
 Pastor Abe Casiano

 Church (760) 366-9119
 www.skyviewchapel.org

 (Missouri Synod)

 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM

 WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN

 59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
 CHURCH: 365-2548  Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

 Good Shepherd
 Lutheran Church

 Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
 Sunday School Child Care

 29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
 760-361-0086 

 DESERT 
 CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 6414 Split Rock Ave.,    760-367-7561           www.fbc29.org
 SUNDAY SERVICES:
 Sunday School   9:15 a.m. 
 Worship  10:30 a.m.
 Youth  5:00 pm 
 Evening Service  6:00 p.m.
 MIDWEEK  SERVICE:
 Wednesday   6:00 p.m.
 Nursery care available all services

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms

Pastor Titus R. Burns
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

 “The will of God will never 
 take you where the grace

 of  God will not protect you . ”

 Yucca Valley Center for 
 Spiritual Living

   Healing Lives &  Building Dreams
          Reverend Ron Scott

 Sunday Celebration 10 AM
 7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

 760-365-2205
 yvcsl.org

 St. Martin-In-The-Fields
 EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Sunday School & Eucharist  10:00 am 
 Sunday Gospel Meditation  9:00 am
 Weds. Morning Prayer  7:30 am

 “We are baptized into ministry.”
 72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

 www.stmartinschurch29.org  (760) 367-7133

 Jane L. Crase, Priest
 Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

 Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m. 
 Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

 The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
 WELCOMES YOU

 St. Joseph Of Arimathea
 56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley

 (760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

 This space available. 
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 representative today to 
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 365-3315.
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 help you set up your ad 

 so you can let the 
 community know when 
 your services are held.

 1st Sat. 12-3 PM (Except Holidays)

 First Baptist Church of 29 Palms
 6414 Split Rock Ave.,    760-367-7561           www.fbc29.org
 SUNDAY SERVICES:
 Sunday School   9:15 a.m. 
 Worship  10:30 a.m.
 Youth  5:00 pm 
 Evening Service  6:00 p.m.
 MIDWEEK  SERVICE:
 Wednesday   6:00 p.m.
 Nursery care available all services

 Morongo Basin Alcoholics 
 Anonymous

 Hotline: 760-366-1183



OBSERVATION Post OCTOBER 19, 2012 A7

time behind the weapon, to become better at
what they do. The competition aspect of the
course was an opportunity to raise their game and
bring out the best in the shooter.

“You get a lot more practice than what you
would normally get in an annual qualification,”
Gallagher said. “It's the nature of the competi-
tion Marines just want to compete and have
that competitive edge, so it makes them want
to get better.”

There were nearly three times as many
shooters compared to last year’s competition.
There was a notable difference in both partici-
pation and level of shooting.

“It went a lot smoother this year,” Bryant
said. ‘We had a lot more competitors. Last year
we had 17 competitors. This year we had 53
total shooters. The scores were also a lot high-
er this year. You could tell people really paid
attention and really took the time to learn
what we taught.”

The next step for the MTU shooting team is
high desert regional competition in November
and a move onto division matches from there.
The team’s goal is to ultimately battle it out
with the rest of the Marines Corps to earn the
title of best shooting team.

MTU, from A1

hitches needed to attach their gear to
the animals, how to use them for casu-
alty evacuations and lastly, the procure-
ment of animals from local area.”

“It’s an old trade made new again,"
Head said.

The lessons learned during the Animal
Packers Course are used by Marines cur-
rently deployed in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom.

“We’ve had quite a few Marines that
have gone through the course and
deployed to Afghanistan,” said “They've
sent us emails and pictures saying, ‘Hey,
we utilized this, packed this here.’”

The mobility and versatility the pack
animals provide help in war overseas,
both as a logistical asset and a safety
precaution.

"You get a train of mules going and
they can get across terrain that trucks can’t
go through,” Martin said. “You don't run
the risk of hitting an improvised explosive
device like if you’re on a road because you
can go off-road the entire time.”

The MCMWTC not only offers the
Animal Packers Course to Marines but
also service members across the branches.

“As Marines we are always adapting
and overcoming, trying to think outside
the box and doing more with less,”
Head said. “This is definitely one of
those skills.”

BRIDGEPORT, from A1

Sgt. Wayne Gallagher, woodshed noncommissioned officer in charge, sights in on the 500 yard line on the practice firing day of
his annual rifle qualification at the MTU rifle range Monday.

Lance Cpl. John Shaffer, TOW gunner, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, tends to his pack mule at the Canary Training Ground at
Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., Oct. 13

LANCE CPL. D. J. WU

LANCE CPL. ALI AZIMI

 TOUGH MINDED 
 OPTIMISM
 by Lou Gerhardt

 This message sponsored by:

 DeMorrow’s 
 Jewelry & Repair

  73501 29 Palms Hwy., 29 Palms
 Parking in the Rear • Corner of Tamarisk & Hwy 62

 367-7185

 Dr. Lou can be reached at  760-367-4627
 800-995-1620

 res19mxc@verizon.net

 Last Saturday, October 13, I had the privilege of 
 officiating at the wedding of Joshua Johnson and 
 Courtney Solet.  It was a wonderful experience and 
 my wife Patty and I appreciated being involved.  

 Joshua’s mother Joyce and his father Charles 
 planned and provided a beautiful evening.  The event 
 occurred at the Johnson home in Landers and all in 
 attendance had a great time.  The Johnson’s used 
 an Hawaiian motif and all present received colorful 
 leis followed by an absolutely delicious dinner and a 
 joyous reception.

 The entire evening was an important reminder to all 
 of us that all is really well in our society.  Often we 
 hear about young people and a society that is 
 superficial in so many ways.   Don’t you believe it!  
 Fine young people are all around us.  I meet them 
 every day.  Tough minded optimists of all ages 
 always ultimately prevail.

 Finally, I give you the words of a world-renowned 
 historian Will Durant speaking from the pulpit of the 
 Church I served in Los Angeles.

 “I was once challenged to sum up civilization in a 
 half hour.  I did it in less than a minute.  Civilization is 
 a stream with banks.  The stream is sometimes filled 
 with blood from people killing, stealing, shooting and 
 doing things that historians usually record.  While on 
 the banks, unnoticed, people are building homes 
 and making love, raising children, singing songs, 
 writing poetry and even whittling statues.  And the 
 story of civilization is the story of what happens on 
 the banks.  Too often historians are pessimists 
 because they ignore the banks and write about the 
 rivers.”

 “A very small down-payment holds your 
 purchase until Christmas.”

 Call us to 

 promote your 

 business 

 T oday!

 (760) 365-3315
 (760) 367-3577

 LOCAL
  MARKETING 
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HONORING A
HERITAGE

[Top, left] Ian Lawler and Damon Cash give a Brazilian
Jiu Jitsu demonstration during the Hispanic Heritage
Month ceremony at the Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital
Monday. Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the cultures
of Hispanic and Latin decent. The hospital celebrated with
food, music and a display of traditional martial arts and
dances and music.

[Top, right] Capt. Jay Sourbeer, commanding officer,
Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital, opens the ceremony
Monday with his remarks about Hispanic Heritage Month.

[Left] Alfredo Casarez and Elbert Gonzales play Latin
music during the Hispanic Heritage Month ceremony at
the Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital Monday.

Robert E. Bush Naval Hospital 
celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month

Photos by Lance Cpl. D. J. Wu

 your business to 60,000 + readers for as little as $26 each week!

 Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
 People you know,  news you can trust

 Hi-Desert Star  
 (760) 365-3 315

 The Desert Trail  
 (760) 367-3 577

 Call your advertising specialist today!

 Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday

 Your 2x1.5 “mini business card” 
 runs in 4 newspapers in the
 classified service directory

 Your Ad Here

 2” 

 1.5” 
 (actual size)

 Plus a FREE lisiting in 
 classified section 

 under #435 Services

 BONUS!

 Expose Expose Expose

 Calvary Baptist Church Calvary Baptist Church Calvary Baptist Church
 Invites You To Its Invites You To Its Invites You To Its

 49th Anniversary Celebration 49th Anniversary Celebration 49th Anniversary Celebration
 With special Guest 

 Bob Holmes
 One Man Volleyball Team 

 Try to beat the odds!  Bob has 
 played over 17,000 games and 

 has lost less than 500 of 
 them!  He is in  Ripley’s 

 Believe It or Not  for the most 
 games ever played by any one 

 athlete.  Bob has single-handedly 
 beaten the Washington Redskins, 
 Baltimore Orioles (Cal Ripken 

 and Jim Palmer), Penn State, a first 
 place beach volleyball team, and 
 all the athletic teams of Texas A&

 M University, to name a few!

 Service Times • Sunday Oct. 21st 
 11am ~ lunch ~ 2pm

 at

 Calvary Baptist Church
 57175 Crestview Dr. Yucca Valley, CA 92284

 Pastor Rob Watkins • 760-365-9731

 And Don t  M i s s  Ou t  O f  S e e i n g  Bob a t  Yu c c a  Va l l ey  H i g h  S c hoo l   And Don t  M i s s  Ou t  O f  S e e i n g  Bob a t  Yu c c a  Va l l ey  H i g h  S c hoo l  
 Fam i l y  Ra l l y : Wedne s d ay  10 /24 a t  6 : 55pm Fam i l y  Ra l l y : Wedne s d ay  10 /24 a t  6 : 55pm
 Try to beat Bob Holmes and enter a drawing for an Apple iPod Touch!

Paid Political 
Advertisement

:

 O  R A N G E  E M P IR E  R  A IL W A Y  M  U SEU M
 presents

 Call for Reservations: 951-943-3020
 2201 S. “A” St., Perris, CA 92570 • www.oerm.org

 Saturday, October 20
 Sunday, October 21  Adults: $18* Adults: $18* Adults: $18* Kids 5-11: $14*

 Kids 5-11: $14* Kids 5-11: $14* (under 5 free, 
 (under 5 free,  (under 5 free,  excluding  excluding  excluding  pumpkin) pumpkin) pumpkin)

 *Includes ALL DAY *Includes ALL DAY *Includes ALL DAY
 STREET CAR RIDES STREET CAR RIDES STREET CAR RIDES

The Combat Center has
its 

own YouTube channel 
Find it at

http://www.youtube.com/
user/Combat CenterPAO.

367-3577 For Advertising



October 19, 2012                                                                   Since  1957                                                                   Vol. 55  B SECTION

He dribbles the soccer ball down the field, cleats
digging into soft earth. As he approaches the
other team's forward, he cuts left, cuts right and
manages to keep the ball. The crowd is cheering,
shouting his name. He sees his objective in the
distance, guarded closely by a goalie, and now
two opponents are nipping at his heels.

As he picks up speed, beads of sweat collect on his forehead. He's
closing in. The tension between him and the goalie is blatant when their
eyes meet. Both are determined to defend their team’s honor, unwilling to
back down. He's within striking distance when he stops dead in his
tracks. “Kick the ball!,” his coach yells. He focuses, takes a deep breath
and rockets the soccer ball toward the goal. The ball slips between the
goalie’s hands and victoriously snaps within the net. Five-year-old Rian
Coons scored the last point of the game Oct. 12 against the Mammoths.
The Longnecks continue their undefeated season with a record of 4-0 in
the Combat Center's youth soccer league.

Rian's mother signed him up
for soccer to get him out of the
house and mix up their regular
schedule a bit.

“I wanted him to try 
something new,” said Jessika
Coons. “He has so much fun
out here and he loves playing.”

The youth soccer league
kicked off seven weeks ago and
according to Marine Corps
Community Services personnel,
has had an impressive turn out.

“This season had the most
sign-ups I've seen since
working for MCCS,” said Jenn
Halle, recreation assistant,

MCCS. “Of all the divisions, micro-soccer had the largest turn out.”
Micro-soccer is the division for children ages four and five. This variation

of soccer allows three players per team on the field at a time and the
players are required to rotate through positions.

“Micro-soccer is a really good way to introduce kids to the game,”
said Halle. “This way they get to learn how each position on the field
contributes and they get to see which ones they like most.”

GREATEST GAME
ON EARTH
Learning the 

Photos and story by Lance Cpl. Lauren Kurkimilis

Longnecks’ Rian Coons is part of the 4-5 year old youth soccer league aboard
the Combat Center. Coons plays for the Longnecks.

Longnecks’ Jayda Kuehnl
(left) fights for the ball
against Mammoth players
Calvin Ronin (center) and
Tejeda Yasmeen Oct. 12 at
Felix Field. The 4-5 year
olds in youth sports are
playing micro-soccer, a
game that involves three
players on the field from
each team instead of the
standard 11. This style of
play provides the players
with more one-on-one training
from the coaches and
allows them to learn every
position on the field.

More photos on B6

“Micro-soccer is a
really good way to
introduce kids to the
game. This way they
get to learn how each
position on the field
contributes and they
get to see which ones
they like most.”

-Jenn Halle

Micro-soccer has, on average, six players on each team and
there are a total of 22 teams in the league.

Gabbie Telles signed up her four-year-old daughter, Sophia,
for soccer for the first time this year.

“It teaches her teamwork, discipline and sportsmanship,”
Telles said. “It keeps her active too.”

For many Combat Center children, MCCS youth sports is
a great way to get involved, stay active and meet kids like
them, Halle said.

“She gets really excited for practice and games,” Telles said.
“Since she's an only child, this gives her a chance to socialize
with other kids and make new friends.”

This year’s games will continue until the end of the month,
and though the Longnecks hope to continue to defend their
undefeated record, they know that winning is not what’s impor-
tant in the game.

“He's learning sportsmanship,” said Coons, “He knows it's
not always about winning but, he also knows how to be a
good winner.”
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Liber t y Call

8th Annual Halloween Party
Crappy and Scarriet’s presents Gram Rabbit
When: Friday, Oct. 27, 8 p.m.
Where: Pappy and Harriet’s Pioneertown Palace
53688 Pioneertown Rd., Pioneertown, Calif.
For more information, call 365-5956.

Darkum Asylum
When: Oct. 19-31, check website for times
Where: Theatre 29
73637 Sullivan Rd., Twentynine Palms, Calif.
For more information call 316-4151 
or visit http://www.theatre29.org

Free Line Dance Lessons
Learn to dance to traditional country music
When: 5 - 9 p.m., every Sunday
Where: Willie Boy’s Saloon and Dance Hall
50048 29 Palms Hwy, Morongo Valley, Calif.
For more information, call 363-3343.

Local Events

Excursions Enlisted Club
Monday: Margarita Mondays
Thursday: Rockin’ Karaoke 7-10 p.m.
Friday: Social hour with food, 5 - 7 p.m. followed by
DJ Gjettblaque, 8 - 11 p.m., Ladies Night
Saturday: Variety Night, DJ Gjettblaque 8 - 11 p.m.

Bloodstripes NCO Club
Monday: Margarita Mondays 
Thursday: Warrior Night 4:30 - 9 p.m.
Friday: Karaoke Night 6 - 9 p.m.

Hashmarks 29 SNCO Club
Friday: Steak Night, 4:30 - 8 p.m.
Monday-Friday: All-hands lunch from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Monday: All-hands steak night, 4:30 - 8 p.m.

Combat Center Officers’ Club
Monday: Steak night, 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday: All-hands lunch, from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Thursday: Taco Night, 5 - 7 p.m.

For complete calendars visit http://www.mccs29palms.com.

Combat Center Clubs

Sunset Cinema

Lower Desert
Ian Anderson
Professional flutist plays
When: 9 p.m., Friday, Oct. 19
Where: Agua Caliente Casino Resort Spa
32-250 Bob Hope Dr., Rancho Mirage
For more information call 888-999-1995 or visit 
http://hotwatercasino.com.

John Legend
Nine-time Grammy Award winner performs 
When: 9 p.m., Friday, Nov. 16
Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway, Indio
For more information call 800-827-2946 or visit
http://www.fantasyspringsresort.com.

Moon Walker
The ultimate Michael Jackson experience
When: 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 17
Where: Spotlight 29 Casino Resort
46-200 Harrison Place, Coachella, Calif.
For more information call 866-377-6829 or visit
http://www.spotlight29.com.

Sinbad/Zapp
Comedian performs
When: 8:00 p.m., Friday, Nov. 23
Where: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa
49500 Seminole Drive, Cabazon, Calif.
For more information call 800-252-4499 or visit
http://www.morongocasinoresort.com.

NEIL POND

“Looper” 

Starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt &
Bruce Willis
Directed by Rian Johnson
R, 118 min.

Imagine a future America
in which mobsters use time
travel to zap anyone on their
hit list back 30 years to 2044.

There an assassin, or loop-
er, like Joe (Joseph Gordon-
Levitt), is waiting to blast his
hooded, bound victim away
with a sawed-off “blunder-
buss” shotgun. And BOOM,
just like that, the unlucky sap
is gone with one thunderous
shot — not only dead, but
completely vanished from
future, like he never existed,
never to return.

Loopers live a pretty high
life. They’re well paid and
they party hard. Joe stashes
his gold payola bars, gets a
buzz with hallucinogenic eye
drops and has a thing for one
particular high-end hooker,

played by Piper Perabo.
A few freakish folks, curi-

ous byproducts of decades of
mutation, have powers of
telekinesis — an ability to
make small objects, like coins,
float in the air by the power of
the mind. It’s a good trick, but
apparently not good for
much else.

It’s all part of the edgy
swirl of “Loopers,” the crazy
circus in which Joe circulates.

But there’s a price to pay.
Often a looper is assigned to
erase his own lifetime of
criminal tracks. That’s called
“closing the loop.” He just
pulls the trigger, incinerates
the anonymous body, then
lives out the next 30 years
unaware — until the day he
finds himself on the other
end of his own blunderbuss.

When Joe gets the call to
close his loop, it should be
just another one-and-done
hit. But all of a sudden there’s
Bruce Willis as future Joe,
somehow de-hooded and
unshackled and staring into a

pair of eyes that look a lot like
his own.

And then “old” Joe gets
away — a time-warping slip-
up for which we’ve already
seen Joe’s boss, Abe (Jeff
Daniels), has little tolerance.

It turns out future Joe has
a grudge to settle, a warning,
and a name on a hit list of his
own. Present Joe doesn’t have
much time to think about
that, however, because he’s
plotting how he’s going to
find the man he’ll grow up to
be and kill him before a small
army of Abe’s loopers come
to wipe out both of them.

Everything leads to a rural
farmhouse and its occupants,
a neo-pioneer mom (Emily
Blunt) and her young son (an
electrifying Pierce Gagnon),
and a spectacular showdown
with some socko surprises.

Writer-director Rian
Johnson, who also worked
with Gordon-Levitt in his
2005 movie “Brick,” wrote
and directed “The Brothers
Bloom” and directed a couple
of episodes of TV’s
“Breaking Bad,” creates a
vision of the future that
meshes fanciful, new-age
high-tech with grungy
squalor.

Airborne motorcycles zip
through trash-strewn, graffiti-
smeared streets, zigzagging
around tattered vagrants
pushing shopping carts. A
gleaming high-rise metropolis

of vertical skyscraper spires
thrust into the sky, surround-
ed by bleak, bare farmland.

Movies that deal with time
travel usually have some real
paradox pickles to deal with,
especially when characters
meet their own selves coming
and going. “Loopers”
addresses some of those
questions head-on in a terrific
scene in which old Joe and
young Joe discuss what old
Joe “remembers” about the
things that young Joe does
any given moment in the
present.

But don’t spend too much
time thinking about it —
because, as Abe wearily notes
earlier, “This time-travel crap
just fries your brain like an
egg.”

2012 has a few more
months to go, but this multi-
layered mind bender already
stands out as one of the most
ambitious, most original,
most crazily inventive flicks
the year — a thought-pro-
voking, head-rattling ride that
could easily become a new
sci-fi classic.

“Looper” has a lot going
on underneath its shoot-‘em-
up surface, and it lays out
plenty to think about as it
races along and after its cred-
its roll, about the decisions we
make, what we’re willing to
do for the people we love,
and what makes us who we
turn out to be.

Multi-layered mind bender could
become new sci-fi classic

Friday, October 19

6 p.m. – ParaNorman, Rated PG

9 p.m. –  Expendables 2, Rated R

Midnight – Hit and Run, Rated R

Saturday, October 20

11 a.m. - 4th Annual CG’s Car and Bike Show, MCX Parking Lot

6 p.m.– Bourne Legacy, Rated PG-13

9 p.m.– Premium Rush, Rated PG-13

Midnight – Lawless, Rated R

Sunday, October 21

12:30 p.m. – ParaNorman, Rated PG 

3 p.m. – Possession, Rated PG-13

6 p.m. – ParaNorman 3D, Rated PG

9 p.m. – FREE SNEAK PREVIEWS Red Dawn, Rated PG-13

Monday, October 22

7 p.m. – Expendables 2, Rated PG-13

Tuesday, October 23

7 p.m. – ParaNorman 3D, Rated PG

Wednesday, October 24

NO MOVIES - POWER OUTAGE

Thursday, October 25

5:30 p.m. – Odd Life of Timothy Green, Rated PG

8:30 p.m. – Bourne Legacy, Rated PG-13

COURTESY PHOTO 

In “Looper,” time-traveling assassins blast their victims away with sawed-off “blunderbuss” shotguns. And BOOM, just
like that, the unlucky sap is gone with one thunderous shot — not only dead, but completely vanished from future, like
he never existed, never return.

 • Luxury Coach Style Setting •
 •  Expanded Luggage Capacity • One Economical Price •

 Head to Yucca Valley, 
 Palm Springs & Points Beyond

 Take the Base Express!

 760-366-2395
 MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY

 62405 Verbena Rd. Joshua Tree, CA

 www.MBTA BUS .com/Marines

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs  F riday

 Base Post  B uilding  S ubway  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  Y.V.T.C.  P alm
 Exchange  1664  C ommunity  S taters  T ree  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 5:00  5:25  5:30  5:40  5:45  6:00  6:10  7:00

 Palm Springs- MCAGCC  F riday

 MCAGCC- Palm Springs

 Palm Springs- MCAGCC

 15

 15

 15

 15

 Base Post  B uilding  6 th &  29 Palms  29 Palms  J oshua  Y.V.T.C.  P alm
 Exchange  1664  Bourke  Transit  S taters  T ree  S prings

 Center  P ark Blvd.  Airport
 10:00  10:25  10:30  10:40  10:45  11:00  11:10  11:45
 4:00  4:25  4:30  *4:40  *4:45  *5:00  *5:10  *5:45

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Saturday/
 Sunday*

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  Y.V.T.C.  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 7:00  7:10  7:15  7:50  8:30

 Palm Springs  Indian Canyon  Indian Canyon  Y.V.T.C.  MCAGCC
 Airport  & Andreas  &  Tacheva

 (Casino)  (Hospital)

 12:00  12:10  12:15  12:50  1:35
 *6:00  *6:10  *6:15  *6:50  *7:35

 *SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS AT  29 PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER. A ll weekend service is
 for  S aturday only except for the final return trip which includes both  S aturday and 
 S unday service.

 Our New Base Express Bus offers:

 • Ground Level Units • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly • Month-to-Month Rentals

 STORAGE STORAGE STORAGE

 367-2510
 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 7
6
0

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 State  of t he Art Security 
 Control with Full Time 
 Resident Managers, 
 Household Storage,

 RV, Boat & Auto

Whatever you’re
looking for, you

can find it in the
Observation Post
Classified section
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[Above, left] Military families ride through
biking trails during Marine Corps Base
Camp Lejeune‚ N.C., during the Take a
Kid Mountain Biking Day event hosted by
The National Mountain Biking Association
at the Henderson recreation area Oct. 6.

[Above, right] Military family members
ride through biking trails during Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune’s Take a Kid
Mountain Biking Day. The event provided
group rides for all ages.

[Left] Cindy Evans, a military family
member, holds the bike her grandson
won during a raffle during the Take a Kid
Mountain Biking Day.

PHOTOS BY LANCE CPL. NIK S. PHONGSISATTANA
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  Service  Directory

 IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE
 And there's no better place than the newspaper. Call one of our representatives today. 

 They can help you with a great advertising plan.

 Johnson Roofing
 “We are on top of your roof”

 Michael Johnson
 Free Estimates

 Ph. 760-361-2069  Cell 760-835-9132
 Lic# 910927

 Now accepting credit cards

 PAINTING  TILE

 WATER TANKS

 ROOFING

 Shumate’s Tile
 A Better Value
 Quality Craftsmanship
 No Short Cuts
 Serving The Hi-Desert for 22 yrs.
 Free Estimates, Free Design
 Consultations & Renderings 

 (760) 228-1958 Cell (760) 333-5981
 LIC.  #745888

 U NDERGROUND  E CONOMY
 TANK AND SUPPLY

 SEPTIC AND WATER TANKS
 • INFILTRATOR ®  • PIPE AND FITTINGS

 • Fire Protection • Fullport Ball valves • Underground Cisterns
 • Pumps • Pressure Systems • Rain Water Collection Tanks

 “Free Delivery in the Morongo Basin”
 (760) 367-4000

 Call for our “Low Prices” and “Fast Service”
 50 Year warranty

 Rauschenberg Roofing
 Best 

 Warranty
 in Desert  Owner/Operator

 Clint Rauschenberg
 Lic #915945

 P.O. Box 1838  760-418-5404
        Yucca Valley, Ca 92286 

 15 yrs in field experience

 SCREENS

 JONES ROOFING
 & CONSTRUCTION

 760-819-3808

 Honey Do List?
 Call Willis

 20 years in the M orongo B asin

 LIC NO. 565249

 General 
 Contractor
 B- and C39

 ROOF REPAIRS ROOF REPAIRS
 Tile, Shingles, Tar & Gravel
 Specialzing in Wind Damage

 20 Years Experience
 “If  I can’t fix it no one can!”

 Tom White
 (760)780-2540  (unlic)

 ROOFING

 JIM’S PAINTING
 Residential • Commercial

 Interior • Exterior • Repaint Specialist

 Over 30 Years Experience           liquidapplicator@aol.com

 Phone (760) 902-5648

 QUALITY PAINTING
 • Brush
 • Spray
 • Roll

 Brian Sargeant  • 760-365-2538

 Excellent Prep
 Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Unlic.

 Hi-Desert Publishing Co. 
 (760) 365-3315 or (760) 367-3577

 People you know, news you can trust

 www.hidesertstar.com • www.deserttrail.com

 It’s Time To Call 
 A Professional

 Find all the help you need here in 
 our Service Directory.

 Hi-Desert Publishing Co. 
 (760) 365-3315 or (760) 367-3577

 People you know, news you can trust

 www.hidesertstar.com • www.deserttrail.com

 Advertise
 Your Business here in our 

 Service Directory and receive a 
 FREE  AD

 under in our classified section.

 HUNTERS MOBILE SCREEN
 Get 10% off Entire Order

 Screens & Security Doors • Dual Pane 
 Replacement Windows • Solar Shades & 
 Shutters • Patio Doors & Entry Doors  • 

 Roller Repairs • New Locks

 760 953-9704
 Coupon expires Dec. 21, 2012

 ($99. min.)



B8 OCTOBER 19, 2012 OBSERVATION Post

[Left] (From left)
Longneck players
Duane Gristeau, Ryker
Hansen and Rian
Coons run, to a team
huddle during a game
against the Mammoths
Oct. 12 at Felix Field.

[Bottom, left]
Longnecks’ Lillian
Abelson (right), fights
Mammoth player Calvin
Ronin for the ball during
a game Oct. 12 at Felix
Field.

[Bottom, right]
Mammoth player
Andrew Hall is set in
his goal-keeping
stance and watches
carefully for the ball
during a game against
the Longnecks Oct. 12.

THE GREATEST GAME ON EARTH
Photos by Lance Cpl. Lauren Kurkimilis

 Hi-Desert Star
 760-365-3315
 www.hidesertstar.com

 The Desert Trail
 760-367-3577
 www.deserttrail.com

 Acrylic Nails
 Tip Overlay
 French Tips 

 Gel Nails

 Solar Nails 

 Fills

 Manicure

 Gel Manicure
 Nail Designs

 Sculptured Nails
 SPA Pedicures

 Make Up • Eyelash Extensions • Facials • Waxing

 (760) 361-2300
 7 3 501 2 9 Pa lm s H w y. #C • 2 9 Pa lm s

 Co rn er o f H w y  6 2  & Ta m a risk

 Business Hours
 Monday-Friday 9 am-7pm Saturday & Sunday 9 am-6pm

 Walk-ins Welcome

 GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 under new ownership

 Hair & Nail Parlor

 From Head to Toe to Skin that Glows

 “Your One Stop Shop”
 Cuts • Colors • Highlights

 Nails • Manicures • Pedicures • Acrylics & Gels
 Skin Care • Waxing • Facials • Eyebrow Tinting

 Redken and other products available
 73519 A 29 Palms Hwy • 29 Palms • 760-361-2330

 Check us out on Facebook • Gift Certificates Available

 Giggles 
 Kidswear & 

 Custom 
 Embroidery

 Boardwalk
1st1st1st

P laceP lacePlace

201120112011
Best of the BestBest of the BestBest of the Best

Reader’s ChoiceReader’s ChoiceReader’s Choice

 L ICENSED  A MATEUR  MMA P ROMOTER

 73395 S ULLIVAN  R D .
 T WENTYNINE  P ALMS , CA 92277

 760-865-0063
 760-819-9891
 VKEFU @ HOTMAIL . COM

 Strength •  R espect •  D iscipline
 Mixed Martial Arts • Brazilian  Jiu-Jitsu • Boxing • Muay Thai

 SPECIAL CLASSES
 (3 month sessions):

 Youth Wrestling Camp
 & Weightloss Bootcamp

              ($65 pre-registration)

 10%
 Off First

 Month

 $40  for Gym Membership
 $20 /Month Class w/ Gym Membership

 $50 /Month Class for
 Youth and Non Gym Members

 $100  Unlimited Gym & Classes  (adult)
 $75  Unlimited Youth Classes

 (760) 228-9100
 57725 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, CA

 LOOK OUT FOR OUR EXPANDED 
 DRINK MENU!
 Goddess of Greens • Detox Shot • Super Cleansing

 Detox & Energize your body with 
 one of our NINE 100% pure fresh
      veggie & fruit juices.

 We have  SMOKIN’
 100%  ALL FRUIT  smoothies

 T ry one of our many 
                Low C arb,  High P rotein shakes 

     such as Tuti-Fruiti or our PB & J. 
 We can also make many of your 

 favorite coffee house speciality drinks!

 Boost the way  you feel with a  shot of  WHEATGRASS !!!

 $20  Enrollment $20  Enrollment $20  Enrollment
 $39 /month $39 /month $39 /month

 Including these drinks–

 expires: 
 11/1/12

 Hi-Desert Star • The Desert Trail 

 (760) 365-3315 or (760) 367-3577
 People you know, news you can trust

 www.hidesertstar.com • www.deserttrail.com 

 Living in Balance Living in Balance

 N a tu ra lives D a y S p a  
 6530 Split Rock  A ve,  29 Pa lm s, CA  92277 

 76 0 86 5 -0901   
 www.n a tu ra lives.com

 $3 0 for a  cu stom  
 3 0 m in u te ex press fa cia l 

 n orm a lly $4 0   if you  m en tion  th is a d .
  Expires O ctober 15th

 A F u ll S ervice H olistic S p a : 
 F ea tu red  S ervice: H ea lthy, rela xin g 
 M a n icu res &  Ped icu res S ta rtin g a t $15  
 M a ssa ges, Fa cia ls, W a xin g, Scru bs/W ra ps, 

 Na ils, Spra y Ta n n in g, Ea r Ca n dlin g, Reik i

 & O rga n ic Produ cts 
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