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3/7 welcomes

new commander

Cpl. Ali Azimi
Combat Correspondent

Lt. Col. Daniel Wittham
relinquished command of
3rd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, to Lt. Col. Ross
Parrish during a change of
command ceremony at Lance
Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field,
Wednesday.

The ceremony featured
music played by the 1st Marine
Division Band and a display of
a few of the unit’s tactical vehi-
cles and two M777 Howitzers.

The “Cutting Edge” Marines
marched onto the field in
parade formation with their
M16 A4 service rifles. They
took their positions and con-
ducted rifle manual before the
appointment of their new com-
mander.

The Marines were followed

Its been an absolute
honor to lead [3/7] and

serve alongside them].”

- Lt. Col. Daniel Wittham

by the units color guard, carry-
ing the national flag and the
battalion colors. The color
detail stood firm in their posi-
tion as the national anthem was
played while patrons stood to
pay tribute.

The national anthem was fol-
lowed by the official transition
of authority. Wittnam and
Parrish stood before the audi-
ence as the battalion sergeant
major delivered the battalion
colors. Wittnam took hold of
the colors and passed it off to
Parrish, representing the offi-
cial exchange of authority,
accountability and responsibili-
ty.

“It has been my absolute
honor to lead [3/7] and serve
alongside [them],” Wittnam
said.

The ceremony ended with
the pass and review, at which
point the four companies of

See CUTTING EDGE page A7
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Maj. Sven Jensen, operations officer, Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training
Center, salutes Combat Center Commanding General David H. Berger, during a
change of command ceremony hosted at Post 1, Marine Corps Mountain Warfare
Training Center, June 27.

MCMWTC receives new
commanding officer

Story and photos by
Cpl. Charles Santamaria

BRIDGEPORT, Calif. — Preparing Marines for survival in mountainous ter-
rain and high elevations is what the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training
Center is known for. Although the mission of the base remains the same through-
out the years, leadership and personnel will change and uphold the standard set by
those who came before.

A change of command ceremony was hosted at Post 1 aboard MCMWTC, June
27, marking the day Col. John J. Carroll Jr. relinquished duties to Col. Scott Leonard.

“This is a really good team of Marines,” Carroll said. “It is because of the men
and women who stand behind me today that MCMWTC runs as smoothly as it does.
Leaving the base, I believe it’s in great hands from operations and training to the
staff. ”

Leonard served a joint-duty assignment at United States Pacific Command, Camp
Smith, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, as the J71 Training and Exercise Division Chief where
he was promoted to colonel. Leonard took note of the work and effort that has gone
into the base and training by Carroll, mountain warfare instructors and the Marines
who support the command.

“As the commanding officer, I want to make sure the Marines have all the support
and things needed to continue what Col. Carroll and the staff have done to revital-
ize the base,” Leonard said. “I’m looking forward to the future with Marines who are
passionate in what they do and instructors qualified to meet the challenge of teach-
ing Marines to fight in this terrain. I believe some of the best mountaineers in the
world are the mountain leaders aboard this base.”

Carroll and Leonard first met each other as second lieutenants with 3rd Battalion,
2nd Marine Regiment. Twenty-two years later, they met again as colonels in a cere-
mony where one would pass the torch to the other with the duty of training Marines
in mountain warfare.

“We understand that battalion commanders want to provide the best training pos-
sible for their Marines,” Carroll said. “If a unit wants to challenge their Marines phys-

See MCMWTC page A7

The 7th Marine Regiment Color Guard displays the national flag and
regimental colors during the pregame ceremony at Palm Springs
Stadium’s baseball field June 27.

Marines enjoy evening at the ballpark

Story and photo by
Cpl. Ali Azimi

It was only a two-minute walk between the car and the Palm Springs Stadium
baseball field. As the Marines approached the stadium, dressed in their dress blues,
the spectators’ heads turned. They greeted the Marines from afar and offered
dozens of thanks before the opening ceremony of the baseball game.

The 7th Marine Regiment Color Guard was featured in the opening ceremony
of the Palm Springs Power baseball game June 27.

The game was part of the Southern California Collegiate Baseball League, vers-
ing the Power against the Top Speed baseball team.

“This is my first public event,” said Sgt. Brandon Wayne, color sergeant,
7th Marine Regiment. “I’ve done quite a few ceremonies. It’s a nice change of pace.”

Volunteers with the Bob Hope USO saw the game as an opportunity to provide
an evening of fun and entertainment for Combat Center Marines.

“We had a hundred Marines come down on buses,” said Ann D’amico, event
coordinator and volunteer. “We through it would be a wonderful evening for them,

to come down to see a ball game.”

The USO partnered with Power Baseball and Agua Caliente Casino to bring

Story and photo by

Lance Cpl. Paul S. Martinez

Marine food service specialists received a special opportunity to
cook a unique menu with guest chef Joseph Chu at Phelps Mess Hall,

Monday.

mine rice and vegetable stir fry.

got it done.”

New HQBN CO
takes charge

Lance Cpl. Paul S. Martinez
Combat Correspondent

Marines, sailors, distin-
guished guests, families and
friends of Headquarters
Battalion gathered to watch as
Lt. Col Michael A. Bowers, for-
mer commanding  officer,
HQBN, relinquished command
to Lt. Col. Dennis A. Sanchez,
commanding officer, HQBN,
during a change of command
ceremony at Lance Cpl. Torrey
L. Gray Field, Wednesday.

Bowers assumed command
of the battalion in July 2012,
and will now report to Maxwell
Air Force Base, Montogomery,
Ala., for command schooling.

“To be a part of this
command and the community
is a very special thing,”
Bowers said. “It has been

We’re going to have a
great time with the phe-
nomenal Marines here.”

- Lt. Col. Dennis A. Sanchez

such a privilege.”

Bowers and Sanchez took
their positions as Sgt. Maj. Abel
Leal, battalion sergeant major,
HQBN, presented the unit’s
colors to be officially passed
from one commanding officer
to another, symbolizing the
transfer of authority and
responsibility for the Marines
of HQBN.

Sanchez is no stranger to the
Combat Center, having previ-
ously served as a company
commander with 3rd Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, in 2003.
His last assignment was as the
operations officer for Eastern
Recruiting Region, Marine
Corps Recruit Depot Parris
Island, S.C.

“We’re going to have a great
time with the phenomenal
Marines here,” Sanchez said.

Among those in attendance
were retired Sgt. Maj. Scott
Cooper, who previously served

See HA@BN page A7

Joseph Chu, owner, Red Lotus restaurant, talks with Cpl. Emmanuel
Prince, food service specialist, Headquarters Battalion, during a guest
chef event at Phelps Mess Hall, Monday.

Chow hall welcomes guest chef, menu

Chu, owner of the Red Lotus Restaurant in Twentynine Palms,
Calif., supervised and assisted the Marines who were preparing
Vietnamese and Thai dishes such as tom kha soup or chicken galangal
soup, cum suon nuong, or grilled pork steaks, pineapple fried rice, jas-

Chu’s visit to Phelps Mess Hall offered the Marines a chance to
cook foods different from what they usually provide for Marines.

“We usually have our own menus to cook, but this was a Vietnamese
meal we did,” said Cpl. Joshua Pentek, assistant chief cook,
Headquarters Battalion. “I’ve never seen this kind of cooking, but we

Guest chefs across Southern California have lent their talents to the

See BASEBALL page A7

Combat Center before, among them were cooks from Hodads, a burg-

See CHEF page A7
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Happy 199th Birthday,
America!
Courtesy Story

“When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one people

to dissolve the political bonds ...”
Sound familiar?

These are the words that begin the Declaration of Independence, a docu-
ment that has been burned into the consciousness of all Americans for the
last 199 years.

The Declaration of Independence is more than just a piece of papet,
though. It’s like a living tribute to all Americans, both past and present, who
have stood against tyranny and aggression everywhere in the world.

o

~

Reprinted from the Observation Post
dated
June 24, 1966
Vol. 10, Issue No. 26

Ever since 1776, Americans have defended the concept of the Declaration and
have shown to the nations of the world that we know what it means to be free.

The 4th of July should be more than just a day where people only concern
themselves with being off of work and setting off a few fireworks. It is a day
that should be spent in giving thanks and paying tribute to all those Americans,
both past and present, that have defended our way of life and the concept of
freedom that we so strongly believe in.

Many times Americans have responded to the call of battle and every time
we have been able to show the same kind of courage and determination that
has made our country great ever since our forefathers signed the Declaration of
Independence, July 4, 1776.

This year, which commences our bicentennial, let’s us show ourselves and
the world that Americans are still and always will be the leaders in the fight to
defend freedom wherever necessary around the globe and that we will never
forget our heritage of freedom.

J

Reward up to $1000

for information leading to a felony arrest, the recovery of drugs or
stolen property. And you never have to give your name!
TEXT: NCIS plus your tip information to 274637 (CRIMES)
WEB: Log on to www.ncis.navy.mil & submit your tip
APP: Visit the iTunes or Android mobile store to download the

TipSubmitApp.

Sponsored by NCIS

“HAVE PHUN”

Across
1 English muffin
alternative
6 iPhone download
9 Palin or Hyland
14 Public persona
15 tai (drink)
16 Not these
17 Pound cake
addition,
sometimes
19 Sean of
“The Lotrd of
the Rings”
20 Compass point
away from WSW
21 "Let's talk about
something else"
23 Donkey's cousin
24 Watch the
bar or the
goal
25 Rip
27 Whole
30 Pie _ mode
32 Use a keyboard
35All ___ Day
(Now. 2)
36 Engage in
recreation
37 Biblical paradise
38 Not madam
39 Each of
this puzzle's
four long theme
entries ends with a
brand of these
40 State between
Illinois
and Ohio: abbr.
41 Concerning

43 Places to
stay for
the night
44 War’s opposite
46 Scream
47 Street crossers:
abbt.
48 Protected,
like some
old cities
49 Border
51 Prepare for
a trip
52 Writing tablet
54 Prepared
57 Fuel for a Ford
60 “Gotta go!”
62 Where Los Angeles
64 Desire strongly
65 Wrath
66 First Greek
letter
67 Throws off,
as a poll’s
results
68 Central
69 Put back to
zero Down
1 Spleen stuff
2 “So be it!”
3 Chess or checkers
4 Driving force
5 They charge
interest
6 Make changes to, as
the Constitution
7 History
8 Greek bread
9 Vampire killer
10 Relaxed sounds
11 Feature of older

Martial Arts Instructors Course
July 8 - July 28

Students who complete the course will be a
minimum of a green belt instructor. Students must
be a corporal or above with a grey belt.

Location: Martial Arts Facility, Building 1652
For more information, call Staff Sgt. Fulgencio
at 830-0290

See answers on page B2
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phones

12 Conditions of sale,
sometimes

13 They lay eggs

18 Area

22 Doesn't leave

24 the cows
comehome

26 Devoured

27 Writing on
a certain
subject

28 Irritating sound

29 Bird that’s a symbol

of love

30 Ladd and Alda

31 Times around
the track

33 Parts of an
English pound
sterling

34 Came to a
conclusion

36 Lake’s little
cousin

39 Police car
roof feature

Whatever you're looking

Tt for, you can find it in the
e Observation Post

Classified section

48 Skin growth
50 Presents
51 Mugged for
the camera
52 Photos
53 Run ___ (go wild)
55 Enjoy the pool Nl —
56 Actress Garr or r
Hatcher §
57 Holes |
58 Arthur of
tennis fame
59 RBI or ERA
61 Not many
63 “Bravo!”

Commanding General - Maj. Gen. David H. Berger
Installation Sgt. Maj. - Sgt. Maj. Karl Villalino
Public Affairs Officer - Capt. Justin Smith

OBSERVATION PoOST

Press Chief - Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya
Cotrespondents

Cpl. Chatles J. Santamaria

OFF-LIMITS

ESTABLISHMENTS

Public Affairs Chief - Staff Sgt. Dorian Gardner
Media NCOIC - Cpl. Lauren A. Kurkimilis
Layout/Design - Cpl. Ali Azimi

Lance Cpl. Paul S. Martinez

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclu-
sive written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services.
Contents of the Observation Post are not necessatily the official views of, or endorsed by,
the United States government, the DOD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appear-
ance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not consti-
tute endorsement by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, mari-
tal status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the
putrchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepated by the Public Affairs
Office, MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise
indicated are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public
Affairs Office, located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213
or FAX 830-5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to

all military personnel.

In Oceanside:

- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

In San Diego:

- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.

- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.

- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:

- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.

- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following
locations.

In Twentynine Palms:

- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.

- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.

- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:

- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:

- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.

- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Center’s officialweb-
site at http://www.29palms.marines.mil
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Anaheim, Calif., Sexual Assault Response Coordinatot, 32

Jennifer

> | began playing music in my high
school’s band. I didn’t keep playing after

CAsAs ATTENDED CHAPMAN
UNIVERSITY AND EARNED HER
BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN SOCIAL
SCIENCES AND SHE STAYED AT
CHAPMAN FOR HER MASTER’S
DEGREE IN PSYCHOLOGY ALL
WHILE ENLISTED IN THE AIR
FORCE RESERVE.
]

highschool but I do like maany genres of
music ... I attend music festivals like
Coachella and concerts throughout the year
to see new artists, experience the atmos-
phere, and live performances.

>| received my bachelor’s degree
in social sciences at Chapman University.
After my first degree, I began working at
the county of Riverside juvenile hall. I
went back to Chapman and continued my
education to recieve my mastet’s degree in
psychology.

>| have been enlisted in the Air
Force Reserve for 14 years with six being
Active Reserve status. In the Air Force, I am a knowledge operations officer, com-
munications master sergeant.

> On the Air Force side of things, I am also a uniform victim advocate so I am

familiar with the programs that I will be supervising aboard the Combat Center.
>When | began working at the county of Riverside juvenile hall as a correc-
tions officer, it was difficult to get used to the environment.

> While working there, I was with the maximum security section of the hall.

There were minors there who were sentenced for 25 years to life. Realizing the situ-

ation they were in and acclimating to that was a challenge and a learning experience.

> | worked there for three years and the experience helped me realize that I did not want to work with people from a correctional perspective but more
from a mental health standpoint.

> | joined the reserves to pursue my education and accomplish my goals in the psychology field. Being a full-time student and meeting my military require-
ments has been a challenge throughout the seven to eight years of schooling.

> Although | ran in high school, I only got really big into running after I enlisted in the Air Force. I started running more and more and began to enjoy
it. I began participating in running events like the Camp Pendleton Mud Run.

> | love running but I'm not the fastest and that’s because I don’t run for competition; it’s more of a therapeutic experience for me.

> I've always hated the treadmill, so T enjoy running in areas with attractive scenery.

> My favorite run was in Holy Oak, Mass., for the St. Patrick’s Day 10-kilometer race. Running in the fall as the leaves were turning was beautiful and
added to the event.

> I'm big into music and I go to a lot of music festivals. The ambiance, the culture, the people and actually seeing the live performances of songs I like
make it more enjoyable. Music is a big part of my life ... It gets to the point where the song or playlist I’m playing corresponds to how I feel at the time.

> There was a time when my son was with me in my car and a depressing song came on, he listened to the music and immediately said, ‘Really mom,
depressing music? What are you upset about this time?’ ... People who really know me understand how closely music plays to my mood.

> I'm looking forward to working with Marines aboard the base. They have been very professional and I respect that about them.

> | wanted to pursue criminal justice at first but as I began working, I realized I wanted to help people with how they thought about things through
mental health. From that point, I knew psychology was something I wanted to pursue a master’s degree in and eventually a doctorate to start my own practice
to help as many people as I can.

> I’'m happy to be here on this installation, it will be a challenge overseeing programs for a base of this size, but sexual assault is prevented through education.

Interviewed and photographed by Cpl. Charles Santamaria, June 30, 2014

The Combat Center [ ] The Combat Center has its
Visit has its own own Flicks photo and video
the official YouTube channel. Find it at _slreams.
MCAGCC facebook page at ) Find them at

http://www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter http://www.youtube.com/user/CombatCenterPAQ http://www.Flicks.com/thecombatcenter

Whatever you're looking
for, you can find it in the

Observation Post
Classified section
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Written by
Cpl. Lauren Kurkimilis

Since the dawn of civilization, a common socie-
tal theme has inspired some of the greatest changes
in the world, and that is the evolution from the old-
world order to the new. A

s a free-minded adult, I recognize this phenome-
non as the controversial foundation upon which
this nation was built and it is no surprise to find
modern-day Americans celebrating the nation’s
independence in vastly different ways than the
Americans of yesteryear. However, as the daughter
of a die-hard American history buff, and a person
whose childhood vacations were spent at battle-
grounds such as Gettysburg, Antietam and Harper’s
Ferry, I believe it is important, and dare I say thera-
peutic, to not just celebrate the 4th of July with fire-
works, food and friends, but to take a moment to
reflect on the illustrious history behind how our
great country was born.

The year 1775 set into motion the eartly stages of
rebellion from British reign. The Second Continental
Congress was faced with serving as the only form of
government beginning in late spring of 1775 after
King George III continually neglected petitions sent
by the First Continental Congress. Later that summer,
the Continental Army, continental currency and post
service for the United Colonies were established. By
the end of the summer, the king’s intentions became
clear to the colonies.

In the summer of 1776, the Continental Congress
heard Richard Henry Lee read his resolution stating:
“Resolved: That these United Colonies are, and of
right ought to be, free and independent States, that
they are absolved from all allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between
them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to
be, totally dissolved.”

On June 11, consideration of the Lee Resolution
was postponed and the Committee of Five was

The birth of an independent nation

appointed to draft a statement to present to the world
the colonies’ case for independence. These men were
John Adams, Roger Sherman, Benjamin Franklin,
Robert R. Livingston and Thomas Jefferson.

Jefferson’s account reflects three stages in the life
of the Declaration: the document originally written
by Jefferson; the changes to that document made by
Franklin and Adams, resulting in the version that was
submitted by the Committee of Five to the Congtess;
and the version that was eventually adopted.

On July 2, 1776, the Lee Resolution for
Independence was adopted, which meant immedi-
ately afterward, Congress began the consideration of
the Declaration of Independence. Congtess
reviewed and revised the document until early
morning on July 4 when the Declaration had been
officially adopted.

It may not have been known then, but when the
words of five men were quilled on to a single piece of
parchment, the course of world history was momen-
tously changed. This marked the establishment of
one of the world’s most formidable countries and
subsequently the growth of democracy, which
became a globally recognized institution. In the name
of common sense and good will, a few spoke up
against an oppressive and negligent authority. From
that effort came a collective pride to be awed and a
force to be reckoned with.

Prosperity and grace through adversity was a les-
son taught to me at a young age and for that reason, 1
take sentimental interest in the story behind how a
humble collection of colonies defied the odds.
Through out history, nations have come in to exis-
tence through common themes such as civil persever-
ance and military rebellion and our great nation is no
exception to this prospect.

Editor's Note: All historic dates and facts are
attributed to archive.gov.

John Adams

Thomas Jefferson
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Marine Barracks Washington D.C.

[Above] The U.S. Marine Drum and Bugle Corps, “The Commandants Own,” performs dur-
ing a Friday evening parade at Marine Barracks Washington, D.C., June 27.

[Top, left] President Barack Obama greets Lance Cpl. Chesty XIV, official Marine Corps
mascot, during a Friday evening parade at Marine Barracks Washington, D.C., June 27.

[Bottom, left] Marines from Marine Barracks Washington, D.C., perform during a Friday
evening parade at the barracks, June 27.

See page Bm\
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Join the online community

Vit aeat www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter

Relax with the paper

Wednesdays and Saturdays
__,.._.. with the Hi-Desert Star

w Thursdays with
The Desert Trail
Fridays with
The Observation Post

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

Your colEERnity newspapers working to serve you better

Sales Event

NAVY &

FEDERAL

Credit Union

ARMY

MaRINE CORPS
AN

AlR FORCE
COAST GUARD
Uol

NAVY T
FEDERAL

A TS L W
Credit Uinion

aoog 123% ELTE q012

SLDEER VISA

SIGMATIIRE
F

> NO ANNUAL FEE*

> NO BALANCE TRANSFER FEES
= NO CASH ADVANCE FEE

= LOW RATES

SUPERCHARGE YOUR PURCHASES! APPLY TODAY!
navyfederal.org 1.B88.842 6328




OBSERVATION PoOST

JuLy 4, 2014 A7

CHEEF from A1l

HQBN, from A1l

Joseph Chu, owner,

Hall,

Red Lotus restaurant,
service specialist, Headquarters Battalion, during a guest chef event at Phelps Mess
Monday. The menu prepared during the event was served to Marines whom

talks with Cpl.

arrived at the mess hall shortly after.

er restaurant based in San Diego, according to Roxanne Lopez, operations manager, Sodexo.
From stirring and pouring to chopping and mixing, the sounds of pots and pans shuf-
fling filled the kitchen as Marines worked with ingredients and techniques most wetre not
familiar with, though Chu guided them to create the best oriental cuisine possible.
“This was my first time cooking [Vietnamese food],”
working day in and day out and today [the Marines] definitely learned something new.”
The group was successful in cooking every item of their menu, and prepared to have it
served to hundreds of hungry Marines as they began lining up outside of the hall doors.
“It’s a pleasure to have someone else come in to the mess hall and do something differ-
ent and exciting,” Lopez said. “When the Marines eat lunch today, they’ll know.”

LANCE CPL. PAUL S. MARTINEZ
Benjamin Griffin,

Pentek said. “We’re constantly

food

,'\-\.‘F.*':.'_W":' o, o]

LANCE CPL. PAUL S. MARTINEZ
Maj. Gen. David H. Berger, Combat Center Commanding
General, and Sgt. Maj. Karl Villalino, Combat Center
sergeant major, prepare to award Lt. Col. Michael A.
Bowers, former commanding officer, Headquarters
Battalion, a Meritorious Service Medal with gold star in
lieu of second award during a change of command cere-
mony at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Wednesday.

ATl

MCMWTC, from Al

BASEBALL, from Al

as HQBN sergeant major, and Sgt. Maj. Karl Villalino,
Combat Center sergeant major. Also in attendance was
Maj. Gen. David H. Berger, Combat Center Commanding

ically and mentally ...
should come.”

MCMWTC trains battalion-sized ele-
ments in mountainous terrain for winter and
Classes such as assault
mountain leader
course and animal packers are offered.
Mountain training exercises and training
packages atre also offered for all branches.
as
Horsemanship Course is also offered specif-
ically to special operations service members

summer months.
climbing, survival class,

The training course known

across the Department of Defense.

“We touch the whole Marine Corps as
infantry battalions come to train on this
terrain,” Carroll said. “We prepare Marines
by challenging them through the courses
we offer and pass on skills that will make
The training center
prepares the Marine Corps to take on
‘every

them more versatile ...

mountainous terrain and fight in
climb and place.”

Looking for local entertainment?

See page B2 for our Liberty Call section

JOINUS IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN

This is where they

throw the opening pitch.

catchet’s mitt.

the

four-Marine detail.

doing it again.”

two bus loads of Combat Center Matines to
watch the game as well as one lucky Marine to

Sgt. Robert King threw the opening pitch
for the game, followed by a smack into the

After King stepped off the mound, the color
guard marched onto the field. Audience members
and players on the field stood in respect to the
national flag and regimental colors. The wind
picked up as the national anthem was sung and
the American flag waved over the heads of the

The Marines stepped off the field with the
sound of the audience applauding behind them.

The game began between the two teams. Top
Speed’s pitcher struck out more than a dozen of
the Power players. The game ended with Top
Speed besting their opposition, 4 to 1.

“We were all excited to come down and
do this,” Wayne said. “l look forward to

General, whom awarded Bowers with a Meritorious
Service Medal with gold star in lieu of second award, in
recognition of his effective leadership with the battalion
over the past two years.

“Command of Headquarters Battalion is a unique chal-
lenge,” Berger said. “Watching [Bowers] do a marvelous
job these past two years is really satisfying.”

The ceremony concluded with the traditional Marine
Corps pass and review, followed by the playing of Anchors
Aweigh and the Marines” Hymn, and the battalion depart-
ing to resume their duties under the leadership and direc-
tion of a new commanding officer.

“I’m truly honored and humbled to have the opportuni-
ty to serve with [HQBN],” Sanchez said. “I’'m positive the
success of HQBN will continue.”

CUTTING EDGE, from Al

Marines marched past the reviewing area to salute their
new and previous commanders.

“It’s a humbling honor to assume command of such
a unit,” Parrish said. “I look forward to serving with
[3/7] as we move forward.”

TOUGH MINDED 4 =

OPTIMISM
B dow Garharct

The EPIRCOPAL CHURGH
WELCOMES Yol

1 Jaazajhiwk inatea
FET 30 1T LTI
/ TemsTTege0D amm

Jokle Lo Crios, Way
Heaty Buraber= Soraday Tl qare
EREA - Sy Friday N6 Har
Il Melrderry 2nd FA o Ak irieeds B3 Jar

Skyview Chapel
Church of God

Wormih Sendee
S0, 10030 A h] S G00 Fh.
Wlecl. Bl & Stucly G:00 P,

THE YW S0 TIEGHT CHYICH

The
EPISCORL CHURCGH
WELC OMES YOl

FceaphAin ataa
HE31 30 1 LET LTy

TEREGTES
g 1BO 3ako

E( % 'ASSIONATE, Bob Judge of Yucca Valley made ny cay
‘.t(: PROGRESSIVE, tecantly whan he wacted to ny colonn about Joa
CHEISTIAMNITY. Gomion, the great mapr league basabal plwer

who was the RYWP i the hig leagues in 1942,
Gomon was a tough minded optinst wedho
atcane inany probkens and stll hacana a great
[pEwarand an outstanding nan.

AELEAMOLI LN Cimbl W CHUEL A aF LAE
[NFEHE TR TR YL LT L 1L - NS | )
CH AT LIRLS STITAT AR SSrLAL TUT T
WLFEr. TatkEl.-

MCCCYINET

TWhITE AL g oy ST

ol 312 L0

Bob Judge sant e a newspapear chpping fom

1042 which | hawe sent on o Frtz Dramin i
Fainingo Heghts who was the pemmon who
anginalky requestad | write more ahout Joe
GEotan.

| malk apprecate msponsas fron wades of the
colunn and | hopa vou will feel free 0 sand e

DESERT
CONGEECATIONA L CHURCH

SLmdfq.r 10:00 A DR - "-."I\‘:-rafdp
Sanday School Child Care

Dooezn't beliews in literd Sabbativkesping,
rmanckatony tithing, pasddeatizm, or the
heathvedth goepel? Believez i, 24 iz
fulilled? Beliewes we ane nak the Romans
¥ rnan or pat old man and [t new man
If g0, c:dl e a FE0-3E5-690.

7S Sy Vidla R, Joaia Tree L G, ey 29 Palma ® 5688 Swnadse Diedve || | 0 i that you thinke | night he insmsad]in.
Church [FE0)26E-0119 Bl Tt Prbbeg T ar 700-361 -0086 fuly acidress &:
WA B A LY LS IRLAG SndFr = hs nenh, Sl wan wrerenil erartoo seresatio salod oo iz 007 Playa Vista D rive
Twantynine Palns, CA R277
To A ll Cloistinwes Coxomrwed Thrath Tabernacle Aposiclic Charch (r . f - And ny a-mail & at the hotton of Ny column
| knoexthisis atall onder, bt izanyone | REg ¥R ds Uy i H TRt %E w‘ﬂlﬁrﬂ Qodffyﬂ"?‘ &ﬂf "’E'E‘I':i-:l this briat col " ks §
looking for casual fellcrslip over cofies ne chsa the href colinn with wo toin
whoisa 5- it Catinia? Amllennia? sever fake ol where the late Jowce Biothers:

T P peid i i, Faper, ol b Pt ond soony
0 oy Sk e o T Chwber i slee 7 bl ol
ion kol v gt o Elir ot et 12

“An idwdual's saff-concept & the core of e
peonality.  t affects ewary aspect of hunan
ehawior

tha ability to karn, the capacty to gow and
change, the choice of fiends, nates, and camears.

EEEFFCEEE Gfgm{ﬂ-’fﬁ
naf f,w-ufeef jmu.”

St fl.llartln In-The-Relds

T B T

It is no exaggemtion to say that a stmong,

Yucea Valley Center for positiee  saf-mage = the  hest  possible

“ T EPIECBPAL CHURCH . Spirtual Living 5= [ pamtion for success in lfie.”
Sl School Enclerke 10 flrStéﬂUtherﬂ Healmg Lmes & Eunlcmg Drexm Iﬂ"ﬁ
INKLASF 100 ICIRFR A (1 BB S - Th X &0 :
Sumlny GoselMeditation 900 an b ] L i MMM = Colimn spanm &d By
ikils. Marming Pramer T s L A Rl iy Ciklrtion 10 ARl . ”
“Calarating God's lous far all God's thikivarl® ST M3 Bumock: Tl Tueex Yalky Las Palnwas Mexioan Guisine
T3 45 Lawn Beal {1 Mocks H. of KFT) LS 160-365-2205 A5T92 29 Palms Highweny
e stepcioedorddtiony (TR0 35S yweslorg Yucoa Valley — (TE0-369-T164
Chfnsons S5 I_ll:_::“:.:l Shep h Host Assenbly of God Las Palnws Mexioan Guisine
Prasbyterian Church u 'ﬁ{ﬂ,ﬂmﬂ"‘m 78551 Sullivan R » 33 Palms 11349 Palm Drive
Amulay Savice 10200 am, WOFSHP SEMOE S0 {T60)86T-0ETS Deset Hot Springs — (FE03-329-2045
Simulay School & Ghild Care Wﬂ““{mﬂfﬁmﬁj&m A Frmloy 1th30oqu
56 750 Moutan Wiew Tral iy Cld core for all serwoss Or. Latcan ba eaz hecd gt AGREIGEF
ucca WEley s 1II‘|I:Jll:ﬁ%l:l-ﬁlﬂslI ‘I‘;ﬁ ey Super Hids Program S0 G20
(760} 365-6331 PrRaAin & IENR: 633581 o B paloieng oag ezl D =@ e et




A8 Jury 4, 2014 OBSERVATION POST

Tl'nrﬂ{ vou to all those who

attained and
R qu detend our Freedom,

& we salute you.
é

= .r:-::“ : : =:_ ; . "
.,.:f;--{_r -' el a :
£ i| -.'. L J =7 .- II"
L I_| 1 r l\.\_ E

h ,p i

" f J-.'.." ..'. iy
-i,' 1-.

?lllllﬂﬂ

MEARDO FAMALY DENTISTRY
Emsgencies & Walk lns Walcone “\'

%awm’am '--

%

50968 ﬁnmm Sulbe C mvuu-y
Vicit our wabalta 1o sea our full Ist of services n
ardotamilydontistrv.com

Vet B ..,13 Celebrating Our
J L iane | 3 s r;..%
Wn;!:aluto'nur Trnﬂ' il  Country’s Birthda

On This Fourth Of JIII
Calebration! y \gg.’f Saluting/ i._..l

R EEaRaE
» DAY S 4D FTRM

s ARivs pr— == e : .
”‘Ejﬁm%wh cmcrannamy s | Now Registering

e e L e maED For Classes
| . i

Yaccad Polieyr T4,
% Eet. 1977 b - R 760-366-3791
o st (G S DT WWW.CMCCD.EDU
(760) 3654811 BB E T O
7264 Wall §t., Yucea Valley L s
Epecialiring in Happy Customars '

ur Troops!

Happy 4th of July
from all of us at

Rarick Financial

Fnanclal Consutting & Plonning
Ircoms Tox Seryvloe » Boakkeeking

I'nr-t lﬂhﬂ.ﬂ Mmﬂm-ﬂﬁm

L r60) 309-GUNS (4567) Duutlmlk' |

2 mumwmmmm [_l sxitermimators @’EE

www.ororlckdinanzial.com

All millleary personngl
recehe frée Tram
adrmlsshan weith millitary 1G

crffier walbd Gy 120, 2014 Sues
rif il e ranns Jmik G
e e P Tt residae Toai Tore

s Langesl
Bl al 1y |

= SprectacilarVews

« Hlking & Carmping

« Dinlng 2t asndf

Fo0-325-1391

n g July.b?ﬁ‘l-l;tary PALY SPRIMGE AERIAL

Tramway

éroes ggssl’éﬂlatlﬂﬂ m

PstrarTiaa .o




4 2014

Since 1957

Vol. 58 B SECTION

_ B

Marlnes emerge v1ctorlous
in World Cup tournament atéd
Camp Dwyer, Afghanlstan

Story and photos by Cpl. Joseph Scanlan

CAMP DWYER, Afghanistan -
When Marines and sailors are not patrolling and
supporting missions in Afghanistan, they often
exercise to relieve stress and pass time. With the
2014 FIFA World Cup currently underway, the
Marines of Company C, 1st Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, decided to host their own
soccer tournament aboard Camp Dwyer, June 21.

“During my weekly operations and intelli-
gence meeting with Lt. Col. Ghani (the 1st
Brigade Operations Officer, 215th Corps,
Afghan National Army), we have talked about
soccer and the World Cup,” said Capt. Alistair
Howard, commanding officer of Co. C, 1/7,
and a native of San Diego. “He is a huge soccer
fan. I said I would like to have our own version
of the World Cup on base since we have multi-
ple countries here. When I mentioned I wanted
to get a Marine team, Sgt. Eduardo Ayala put a

complete silence as the first shooter from the
World Team prepared to shoot. All eyes watched
as his foot stuck the ball and it soared into the
top right corner of the goal. Flags waved, water
bottles flew into the sky and deafening cries of
joy erupted from the World Team spectators as
they celebrated their lead. The Jordanians react-
ed to the ecstatic fans and scored a quick
grounder to the left side of the goal. More shots
scored from both teams, some were blocked and
occasionally some missed, but ultimately the
World Team won and earned their spot at the
championship game the following day.

The Marines faced the Afghan National
Army team directly after the World Team’s vic-
tory. From the Marines’ perspective, the ANA
was an intimidating opponent because they have
a brigade team that practices on a regular basis.
While many of the Marines on the team played

Marines with Company C, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, shake hands with players from Team
Afghanistan after defeating them during the Dwyer World Cup aboard Camp Dwyer, Helmand
province, Afghanistan, June 21.

signup sheet in the chow hall and quickly
stepped up as the team captain and organized
practices to create a solid team.”

The tournament also was held in celebration
of successful security operations in support of
Afghanistan’s presidential runoff elections held
June 14. Four teams participated in the tourna-
ment: Team America, Afghanistan, Jordan and
the World Team (consisting of contractors on
the camp). Due to the location of Camp Dwyer,
there wasn’t a grass field to play on, so the pat-
ticipants improvised and played the tournament
on a dirt field.

The first game commenced at 7:30 p.m. June 21,
with the World Team facing the Jordanians. The
two teams battled fiercely for more than an hour,
but neither team had scored by the end of the two
halves. The victory was to be decided by a shootout.

The players from both teams gathered
around each shooter and goalie and the
shootout commenced. The roaring cheers and
chants of the spectators suddenly drowned into

soccer for a few years during school or for fun,
they haven’t played much since. The Marines
managed to practice twice before the match.

The ANA soldiers confidently took their posi-
tions on the field, their dark blue and lime green
jerseys a stark contrast to the Marines’ character-
istic green-on-green physical training uniform.

Much like the match prior, it was a fierce
faceoff between the two teams. Dust arose and
rocks tumbled as the Marines and the ANA
attempted to breach ecach other’s line of
defense, but all efforts were in vain and the first
half ended scoreless. The second half was
much like the first, but with just a few minutes
left before the final whistle blew, something
remarkable happened.

With sweat running down their faces and
soaking into their shirts, the Marines gained
possession of the ball and maneuvered up-field.
The teammates passed to one another and
before long, they were within scoring distance.
The Marine with the ball was being pressured

by two ANA soldiers and nearly had the ball
stolen from his possession, but he passed it to
Ayala in the nick of time. Ayala had immediate
coverage on him by one defender as soon as he
received the ball. He swiftly made a split-sec-
ond move around the opponent and took a shot
from more than 30 yards out.

Players and fans alike watched the ball as if it
were in slow motion while it sailed upward over
the field. From a distance, the ball looked like
was clearly going over the net, but it began to
drop. Falling rapidly as it approached the goal,
it managed to sneak its way between the top
horizontal post and the goalie’s fingertips.
Cheers and shouts erupted as fans celebrated
the first goal of the tournament.

“I had an opportunity and took it,” said
Ayala, a native of Richmond, Calif. “It was a
really lucky shot, and it won us the game.”

The Marines’” defense kept the Afghans at
bay for the remainder of the game and solidi-
fied their victory. Both teams met afterward and
shook hands with one another in happy spirits
following a well-played game.

Both the World Team and the Marines had a
night of rest before playing in the champi-
onship game the following night.

The Marines arrived on the field with
tremendous energy and motivation. The victory
the night prior with the odds against them only
added fuel to their fire.

Howard, the referee for the game, blew a
whistle and the game commenced. The first
half began in a lively manner and each team had
several scoring opportunities. Despite numer-
ous shots on the goal, the goalies held their
own and the half remained scoreless.

The team captains rallied their men during
the break between halves. Tactics were dis-
cussed and spine-tingling shouts of motivation
could be heard from the Marines as they broke
from a huddle to begin the second half.

Days prior to the tournament, the Marines
scrimmaged the other teams and lost to each
one. Hach scrimmage the Marines were out-
played and outmatched, but they defied all odds
when they defeated the Afghans and were a
force to be reckoned during the championship
game. One look into any Marine’s eyes revealed
their lust for victory. The Marines only needed
to score one goal to secure their place as cham-
pions of the Dwyer World Cup, and that’s just
what they did.

Midway into the second half the Marines
gained possession of the ball and quickly
moved up field. They passed it to one another
until an Afghan interpreter on the Marine team
gained possession of the ball. He sprinted diag-
onally to the outside of left field, juked out a
defender and fired a shot on net. The ball man-
aged to slip through the goalie and zoom into
the right corner of the goal. Hair-raising cheers
came from the Marines as they cheered for their
comrade’s goal.

The clock ticked down and before long, the
game was finished and the Marines emerged tri-
umphant. Both teams met with smiles on their
faces, shook hands and gathered for a photo
with the trophy.
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Sesame Street Tour

USO and the Sesame Street Workshop are bringing the
Sesame Street/USO Experience for Military Families.
When: Aug. 9 and 10

Location and time to be determined.

For more information, call 830-5086

School Week

Back to school week offers a whole week of activities
including the Education Fair, Pool Party, Fashion show
and Back to school Brigade.

When: Aug. 12 to Aug. 15

Where: Community Center

For more information, call 830-5086

sunset Cinema

Friday, July 4

12:30 p.m.— Edge of Tomorrow 3-D, PG-13

3 p.m.— 22 Jump Street, R

Saturday, July 5

10:00 a.m. — Free Admission Mirror Mirror, PG
12:30 p.m. — Maleficent 3-D, PG

3 p.m.— Blended, PG-13

5:30 p.m. — Godzilla, PG-13

8: 30 p.m.— X-Men: Days of Future Past 3-D, PG-13
11:30 p.m. — A Million Ways to Die in the West, R
Sunday, July 6

12 p.m. — Godzilla, PG-13

3 p.m. — X-Men: Days of Future Past 3-D, PG-13
6 p.m.— Edge of Tomorrow 3-D, PG-13

9 p.m.— 22 Jump Street, R

Monday, July 7

2 p.m.— Free Admission Madagascar, PG
3:30 p.m.— Free Admission Puss in Boots, PG
6 p.m.— A Million Ways to Die in the West, R
Tuesday, July 8

2 p.m. — Free Admission Ice Age, PG

3:30 p.m. — Free Admission Monsters Inc., G
6 p.m.— X-Men: Days of Future Past 3-D, PG-13
Wednesday, July 9

3 p.m.— Free Admission Toy Story, G

5 p.m. — Million Dollar Arm, PG

7:30 p.m.— Blended, PG-13

Thursday, July 10

3 p.m.— Free Admission Dispicable Me, PG

5 p.m. — Godzilla, PG-13

7:30 p.m. — Edge of Tomorrow 3-D, PG-13

& Fi

High-flying DreamWorks sequel
erows along with its young audience

NEIL POND
“How to Train Your Dragon 2”

Starring the voices of Jay Baruchel, America Ferrera,
Gerard Butler, Craig Ferguson, & Cate Blanchett
Directed by by Dean DuBois

PG, 97 min.

A follow-up to the animated 2010 DreamWorks
hit about a young Viking boy and his flying dragon,
this soaring sequel has grown along with its audience.

This new “Dragon”
DuBois with most of the original vocal cast (Jay
Baruchel, Gerard Butler, Craig Ferguson, America
Ferrera, Jonah Hill, Kristen Wiig, Christopher
Mintz-Plasse) and takes place five years after the
events of the first movie, as Vikings have learned to

reunites director Dean

coexist with dragons instead of slay them. Now, as
we see in the movie’s high-spirited opening, the
feisty fire-breathers have become part of the every-
day life of the mythical island of Berk, where they’re
used for transportation, recreation, companionship
and commerce.

“With Vikings on the backs of dragons,” says
Hiccup (Baruchel), the son of the Berk’s burly tribal
chief (Butler) grooming him for an eventual leadership
role he doesn’t really want, “the wotld just got a whole
lot bigger.”

And certainly a bit more complicated and danger-
ous — at least compared to the first movie. As Hiccup,
now a gangly teenager, sails through the skies on his
trusty night fury, Toothless, with his female friend,
Astrid (Ferrera), he discovers a place where the inhab-
itants don’t see things — or treat dragons — the way
they do back on Berk.

Hiccup’s discovery puts his entire village in peril
and leads to yet another, even more startling revela-
tion, an Armageddon-like, fire-and-ice showdown,
and a life-changing decision. (I won’t reveal much

more, but it’s connected to having Oscar-wining Cate
Blanchett aboard as the voice of a new character.)

The first “Dragon,” praised by both critics and
audiences, combined a rollicking, family-friendly
story (adapted from Cressida Cowell’s British
book series) with marvelously rendered, high-tech
animation, plus a cast of colorful, amusing charac-
ters — and some dazzling scenes, especially if you
saw it in 3-D. “Dragon 2” upholds those high
standards, even pushing them up a couple of
notches. The whole movie looks fantastic — fluid,
textured and alive.

The dragons are things of whimsy, wizardry and
wonder, intended to make you think of the strong
bonds between people, nature and animals — at
various times they mimic characteristics of puppies,
ponies, birds, and butterflies. The returning sup-
porting characters are a gaggle of loveable oddballs
(Wiig, Hill, Mintz-Plasse), and a couple of new
additions — especially hunky, comically inept Eret,
Son of Eret (“Game of Thrones” actor Kit
Harington) and the war-mongering dragon slave
master Draco Bludvist (Djimon Hounsou) — both
add depth and dimension to a story that’s grown up
a bit over the elapsed years, just like many of its
young audience members.

But the real beauty of the first “Dragon,” and
now this one, is how director DuBois and his team
never approached them as purely “kids’ movies.”
They always aimed higher than that, without ever
losing sight of the children who’d find the most res-
onance in the fantasy-storybook-adventure ele-
ments of the tales. Witty, rousing, heartwarming,
sensational-looking, and at times touching, uplifting
and even moving, “How to Train Your Dragon 2 is
another fine feather in DreamWorks’ cinematic cap,
and proof that it is, indeed, still possible for
Hollywood to make movies that virtually all ages
can enjoy, appreciate and admire.
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Join the online community

Vet as ¢ www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter

See page B2 for Relax with the paper

Sunset Cinema Wednesdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star

i e
L) w Thursdays with
schedule The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

Your co nity newspapers working to serve you better

FIND OUT
WHY 92% OF
USAA MEMBERS

PLAN TO STAY
FOR LIFE.

USAA Auto Insurance. Save up to 15% when you garage on base!

AL USAA, our commilment Lo serve Lhe mililary communily is withoul egual. We undersland military life,
Just one reason our members are as loyal to us as we are to them

GET A QUOTE. usaa.com/insurance or 800-531-8722
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