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Maj. Gen. David H. Berger, former Combat Center Commanding General, transfers command to Maj. Gen. Lewis A.
Craparotta, Combat Center Commanding General, during a change of command ceremony at Lance Cpl. Torrey L.
Gray Field, Thursday. Berger will go on to assume command of | Marine Expeditionary Force.

All hands welcome new Combat
Center Commanding General

Story and photo by
Lance Cpl. Paul S. Martinez

All hands aboard the Combat Center gathered at
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray field to witness a historic
moment in Combat Center history as Maj. Gen. David
H. Berger, former Combat Center Commanding
General, formally relinquished his command to Maj.
Gen. Lewis A. Craparotta, Combat Center

Berger extended gratitude to the civilian employees
aboard the base, the retiree community, supporting
organizations throughout the area, and the Marines
and sailors currently serving,

“There are many organizations at the top and bot-
tom of the hill that take us into their homes on
Thanksgiving, and take care of our families when we
need it, and they don’t ask for any-

Commanding General, in a change of

thing in return,” Berger said. “They

command ceremony, Thursday. All of my peers helped really support us in what we do,
Distinguished guests from outside year-round. I’'m thankful.”

of the Combat Center’s gates were in sflap e the way that I lead. Under Berger’s leadership, which

attendance, including general officers I'm grateful for all of your began Jan. 11, 2013, the Combat

and sergeants major from other
Marine Corps installations, as well as

continued bearing.”

- Maj. Gen. David H. Berger

Center was awarded the
Commandet-in-Chief’s Installation
Excellence Award for the fifth con-
secutive time in a frow, a

retirees that are affiliated with
the Combat Center.
Unit commanders from

Headquarters Battalion, Marine Corps Mountain
Warfare Training Center, Marine Aviation Weapons
and Tactics Squadron 1, Marine Corps Tactics and
Operations Group, and Marine Corps Logistics
Operations Group lead their Marines in the formation
and pass and review. The 1st Marine Division Band
provided ceremonial music.

Sgt. Maj. Karl Villalino, Combat Center sergeant
major, brought forth the colors to Berger, who then
passed them, and the authority of the installation they
represent, to Craparotta.

distinction unmatched by any other
United States military installation.

“All of my peers helped shape the way that I lead,” Berger
said. “I’'m grateful for all of your continued bearing,”

Berger has been nominated by President Obama for
appointment to lieutenant general and command of I
Marine Expeditionary Force, based in Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Craparotta’s previous assignment was as Director of
Operations, U.S. Northern Command.

“For me, its clear,” Craparotta said. “I have to carry

See COMMANDING GENERAL,page A7

Marines featured
In soccer game

Lance Cpl. Paul S. Martinez
Combat Correspondent

CARSON, Calif. — Approximately
40 Combat Center Marines started
their Fourth of July weekend by
attending a Los Angeles Galaxy
and Portland Timbers soccer
game at the Stubhub Center in
Carson, Calif., July 4.

The trip was made possible by
the Combat Center's Single Marine
Program, which sponsors monthly
trips throughout Southern
California for the benefit of service
members seeking recreation.

“We have certain partnerships
with different organizations,” said
Lovetta Scipio, program coordina-
tor, SMP. “They love to find ways
to provide for the military.”

A convoy of three vehicles
rolled out to make the drive to the
Los Angeles area, with the Marines
anticipating their appearance at the

It felt good to be
appreciated by the
people here.”

- Pfc. Daewon Min

soccer game.

“We were able to fill up three
buses of Marines with 40 tickets,”
Scipio said. “We just had to provide
transportation.”

The Marines were invited to don
their dress blue bravo uniforms, or
civilian attire featuring Marine
Corps emblems and symbols.

Before the game, the Marines
wearing their dress blue bravo uni-
forms presented the American flag
on the field, receiving applause and
verbal compliments by a crowd of
thousands for their appearance.
The Marines stood in place as the
national anthem played.

Afterward, they joined the crowd
in watching the game. After 90 min-
utes of high-speed soccer, the
match ended in a tie score of 2-2.

“It was an honor getting free
tickets to the [and] game to be out
here,” said Pfc. Daewon Min,
student, Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics
School. “I’ve never been to a soc-

See page A7

Marines celebrate
Independence Day

Cpl. Charles Santamaria
Combat Correspondent

The first firework jets through
the darkness as the Twentynine
Palms community watches in antici-
pation from lawn chairs, vehicle
rooftops, and grassy areas of Luckie
Park. The firework explodes and
color fizzes into the night sky mark-
ing the beginning of the fireworks
show a proud, traditional, celebra-
tion of independence and freedom.

The city of Twentynine Palms
hosted a 4th of July celebration at
Luckie Park, July 4.

I’m an American citizen
and I love the freedom we
have living in this country.

Independence Day
celebrates that.”

- Larry Bowden

The event featured a band with
the Rodeo Revival country music
group, static displays of Marine
Corps vehicles, face painting, a
water park, and fireworks to end
the celebration.

“It makes me feel good to be
able to make some kids smile by
showing them the vehicles and giv-
ing them a chance to experience
it,” said Pvt. David Anderson,

motor transportation operator,

See PARK page A7

Scout Sniper Platoon mourns
loss of fallen Marine

Cpl. Joseph Scanlan
Combat Correspondent

CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan — Neatly four
months into their combat deployment, Marines and
sailors with 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, experi-
enced a heartbreaking loss.

Sgt. Thomas Z. Spitzer, team leader, Scout Sniper
Platoon, 1/7, was killed while conducting combat
operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan, June 25.

Spitzer, a 23-year-old native of New Braunfels, Texas,
was born Feb. 28, 1991. He began his Marine Corps
career Aug. 21, 2009, when he underwent recruit training
at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego. He graduated
from recruit training Nov. 13, 2009, and then reported to
the School of Infantry aboard Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, California. After a grueling three-month train-
ing evolution, he earned the military occupational special-
ty of 0341, infantry mortarman.

Spitzer was assigned to 81mm Mortar Section,
Weapons Company, 1/7, upon completion of SOI.
During July 2010, he deployed in support of the 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit, and during March 2012,
he deployed to Afghanistan in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom.

After being a mortarman for four years, Spitzer
decided to take on a new challenge and volunteered to
attend a scout sniper platoon screener.

“We started with about 20 Marines in that screener,”
said Petty Officer Third Class Jordan Lowe, corpsman,
Scout Sniper Platoon. “We only ended up taking four
of them  because at the end of the
first day 16 had dropped.”

In the searing heat of the Combat Center he proved
to his leadership that his determination and skill far
exceeded anybody’s expectations for those trying out
for a spot in the platoon. He was immediately regarded
by others as a Marine who represented much more than

[Right] Sgt. Thomas Z. Spitzer, professionally instructed
gunman, Scout Sniper Platoon, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, poses for a photo shortly after arriving in
Helmand province, Afghanistan, March 20. Spitzer, a 23-
year-old native of New Braunfels, Texas, was killed while
conducting combat operations, June 25.

being just physically and mentally tough. He was also
extremely intelligent, humble and had a hunger for suc-
cess like noone else.

Once he earned his spot in the platoon, he under-
went rigorous predeployment training in preparation
for his second OEF deployment to Afghanistan. He
quickly grasped the concepts of advanced marksman-

See page A6
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Th e boys a re back I n town voy operations, mounted patrols, vehicle patrols, medical evacutions com-

munications exercises, and behavioral scenarios.
Story by Lance Cpl. Heidi E. Loredo Petrucci said due to the last minute notification that the battalion was going to
participate in OIF 2, the were forced to conduct SASO training while in Okinawa.
Nearly 1,000 Matines and sailors of 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines, returned this week “Working closely with 1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, Calif., we devel-

Reprinted from the Observation Post
dated
July 16, 2004
Vol. 50, Issue No. 27

from a seven-month tour of duty overseas as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom 2. oped a comprehensive and challenging training package that prepared Marines
The battalion, half of them OIF 1 veterans, departed the Combat for some of the most unique challenges asscociated with SASO,” said Petrucci.
Center under the Unit Deployment Program with 3rd Marine Division to “Being geographically seperated from 1st Marine Division did present

Okinawa, Japan, two weeks before Christmas. In February, the unit set out some challenges, but we recieved tremendous support from 4th Marine
to Iraq for a five-month deployment and is the first large group to return Regiment in Okinawa that allowed us to complete the training.”

to the Combat Center since the beginning of OIF 2. Once 3/4 arived in Iraq, the battalion conducted patrolling operations
“Headquarters Marine Corps directed that an additional two battalions throughout western Al Anbar Province and Fallujah.
be added to the initial force structure,” said Maj. Andrew J. Petrucci, exec- “SASO prepared Marines for the different types of missions they

utive officer, Headquarters and Service Company. “3/4 and 1/5 were would undertake,” said 1st Lt. Sean W. Barnes, platoon commander, Lima
identified to be those two battalions. This was the logical choice since Company, 3/4. “The training was as realistic as possible and good tactical
both battalions had already made preparations to deploy to Okinawa and habits were being ingrained. By the time we executed the missions in Iraq,

were close to completion in personnel and training requirements. the Marines had done it before and were good at it.”
Prior to their departure to Iraq, the battalion focused on security and The battalion did not come back complete. Four Marines belonging to
\stability operations that allowed them to practice procedures such as con- 3/4 were killed in action during the deployment to Iraq. /

MCTOG hids farewell
to operations Gunny

Photo by Cpl. Charles Santamaria

Col. Craig Wonson, commanding officer, Marine Corps Tactics and
Operations Group, pins a Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal onto the uniform of Gunnery Sgt. Matthew Maxwell, former
information operations officer, MCTOG, during a retirement ceremony
at the Protestant Chapel, July 8. Maxwell retired from the
Marine Corps after 20 years of service.
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\WHAT I'VE LEARNED
o
Mar I i Fort Hood, Texas, fire inspector, Combat Center Fire Department, 43

DUMDIE BEGAN HIS CAREER OF >l graduated June 2nd and June 5th
FIREFIGHTING AS AN AIRCRAFT I was getting yelled at by drill instructors

RESCUE MARINE AND SERVED aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot
MORE THAN 24 YEARS. HE San Diego, Calif.

PARTICIPATED IN OPERATION >| was actually open contract and
TOMADACHI OR (OPERATION that’s what they put me in. I was
FRIEND) TO ADD TO THE RELIEF  curious about the job and thought it
EFFORT IN JAPAN IN 2011. was interesting.

>| stayed in the Marine Corps for
24 years and retired as a Master
Sergeant aboard the Combat Center.
>| stayed in the MOS and stayed in
the firefighting field because I feel like

it is a great career field.
>As a Marine, I deployed in support of both Desert Shield and Desert Storm.
>| served with the Chemical Biological Emergency Response Force in
Maryland for three years.
>| got the opportunity to work as the Staff NCOIC for the technical
platoon and also worked for the development and coordination department.
>| also got the opportunity to participate in Operation Tomadachi for
disaster relief in Japan after the 2011 earthquake and tsunami.
>| was stationed aboard the Combat Center from 2004 to 2009 before
going to CBERF. I returned to the Combat Center in December 2012 and
retired December 2013. I was hired with the fire department March 2014.
>0ne of the most humbling things about being a Marine firefighter is getting the opportunity to work with civilian firefighters. One of those

experiences was with the New York City Fire Department. The amount of expertise and knowledge and education, the amount of expertise and
professionalism I saw not just in New York, but all over the country is tremendous.

>| also got the opportunity to attend Arizona Law Enforcement Training Academy and worked approximately three years as a reserve deputy sheriff.
>At one time I thought I wanted to be a police officer but I changed my mind because I enjoyed the firefighting career field.

>| brought a lot of experience with me, everything from fire science to it’s behavior to training and work ethics. Now with fire prevention in the
Combat Center Fire Department I’ve learned so much.

>t goes to show that no matter how long you’ve been doing something you can always learn more from somebody else.

>| think that’s the mentality Marines should have as they transition out of the military and get new jobs. You’re the new guy and you’re there to
learn. It’s the mentality I had when I went into fire prevention and it’s served me well.

>The fire department here has a really great team, everyone I talk to has a great attitude. They enjoy working for the Marine Corps and enjoy
being around the Marines, that’s the biggest thing.

>When it comes to safety, you can never do too much. Safety is continuous.

>| like to ride motorcycles and I’ve been riding for a long time. I have many friends who were injured or killed in motorcycle accidents so I'm
also big on motorcycle safety from a ‘fellow rider’s” perspective.

>I’ve been riding motorcycles since I was 15 years old, so about 30 years.

>My dad gave me my first motorcycle. He used to ride it back-and-forth and he went back to school so I asked him if I could ride it. I got my
hardship license at 15 to drive to work and I've been riding ever since.

>| knew | didn’t want to stay in a small town and work at the local grocery store; I wanted to do something bigger.

>In high school, I worked on a ranch and I enjoyed working there but it wasn’t a career I wanted. My boss on that ranch was a Marine and he
talked to me a lot about the Marine Corps. He was a Vietnam veteran and a lot of the things he had to say about the Corps were good things.

>| got interested, but I didn’t know what I wanted to do so I decided to try it for a few years and I enlisted in 1989.

>In the Marine Corps, I learned a lot from other people’s experiences. The Marine Corps is tough and challenging, and I wanted that; I wanted
more. I didn’t want an easy life and I learned how to deal with hardships in the Marine Corps. That helped me learn how to deal with challenges

and hardships in the civilian world as well.

Interviewed and photographed by Cpl. Charles Santamaria, June 30, 2014
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Consumer
Confidence Report

MCAGTFTC/MCAGCC

Under the “Consumer Confidence Rule” (CCR) of the Federal Safe Drinking
Water Act (SDWA), community water systems are required to report water quality
information to the consuming public on an annual basis.

MAGTFTC, MCAGCC is proud to present our 2013 Consumer Confidence
Report. This edition covers all drinking water testing completed from January 1, 2013
through December 31, 2013. We are pleased to report that our compliance with all
State and Federal drinking water laws and standards remains exemplary.

As always, we are committed to delivering the best quality drinking water to all pet-
sonnel aboard MAGTFTC, MCAGCC. Through continued vigilance we meet the
challenges of source water protection, water conservation, and community education
while ensuring the needs of all our water users are met.

MAGTFTC, MCAGCC is committed to the sustainment and protection of the
environment; this report is printed on 100% recycled paper to help reduce waste and
minimize impact on the environment while meeting the Marine Corps’ mission.

**EHste informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre la

calidad de su agua beber. Traduscalo o hable con alguien que

lo entienda bien.***

This report was compiled by the MAGTFTC, MCAGCC Natural Resources and
Environmental Affairs (NREA) Water Resources Office. For more information
about this report, or for any questions relating to your drinking watet, please contact
Chris Elliott, Water Resources Manager, at  (760) 830-7883 or e-mail
chris.elliott@usmc.mil.

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the
general population. Immuno- compromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people
with HIV /AIDS or other immune system disorders, some eldetly, and infants may be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking
water from their health care providers. The US. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines on
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800)
426-4791.

Contaminants In My Drinking Water?

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at
least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. effects can be obtained by calling
the US. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 426-4791.

CCR and You!

LOOK, when you're

IN EVERY
INDUSTRY,

it ain’t braggin’.
IT’S FACT.

Don’t miss the great deals on
America’s best-selling brand.

HURRY IN TO YOUR FORD DEALER.

Yucca Valley

FORD CENTER * (760) 365-2353

57927 29 Palms Hwy. Yucca Valley

Sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of
animals or from human activity.

Contaminates that may be present in source water include:

* Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria that may come from sewage
treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

* Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals that can be naturally occurring
or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater dis-
charges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

* Pesticides and herbicides that may come from a vatiety of sources such as agri-
culture, utban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

* Organic chemical contaminants including synthetic and volatile organic chemi-
cals that are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can
also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, agricultural application,and
septic systems.

* Radioactive contaminants that can be naturally occurring or the result of oil and
gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the US. Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) and the California Department of Public Health
(Department) prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. Department regulations establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public
health.

Lead Information

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for
pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from mate-
rials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. MAGTFTC,
MCAGCC is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot con-
trol the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been
sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking, If
you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to
minimize exposure is available from the US. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater,/lead.

Water Conservation

The need for water conservation at MAGTFTC, MCAGCC has never been
greater, due to the current drought conditions facing not only California but the entire
southwestern United States. Record low amounts of snow and rain in Southern
California will have a direct impact upon future water supplies at the Base, since our
groundwater resource is recharged by these sources.

The Governor of California officially has declared that drought conditions exist
and urges an immediate 20% reduction in water usage. His “call to all Californians to
take a thoughtful approach to water usage and conservation” applies to all military
personnel and civilians at MAGTEFTC, MCAGCC.

Conservation measures are actively being pursued under Base initiatives for sus-
tainability. Directives require a 26% reduction (relative to the amount of water used
in 2007) in the consumption of potable water (drinking quality water) by the year
2020. MAGTFTC, MCAGCC is aggtessively working towards achieving this goal and
relies upon you to meet it.

Program Spotlight

Natural Resources Environmental Affairs (NREA) Air Resources Program pro-
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vides air quality management for the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center,
Marine Air Ground Task Force Training Command (Combat Center). The Air
Resources Program is responsible for the oversight of all activities that have the
potential to emit air contaminants. The Combat Center is continually taking steps to
lower our emissions and improve our air quality, which allows the Combat Center to
tulfill its mission of training Marines without interruption.

The Air Resources Program has developed several initiatives to ensure air quality
and reduce greenhouse gases through data analysis and monitoring. By setting high
standards for engines, we ensure that harmful diesel pollution is minimized. More
than half of our air pollution and greenhouse gases are emitted from burning fossil
fuel, therefore alternative energy sources are utilized Base-wide, such as burning
cleaner natural gas for electricity production, utilizing solar energy, and using ethanol
tuel blends in automobiles.

The Combat Center has several Air Monitoring Stations that continuously moni-
tor the air quality across the Base. This continuous measurement of the air quality
shows consistently clean air and even improvement in our air quality. You can find he
monitoring data for the Combat Center at the following website: http://www.airqual-
itydata.org/ozonemap,/twe.htm.

Water Come From?

All domestic water supplied to MAGTEFTC, MCAGCC is groundwater from the
Surprise Springs subaquifer of the Twentynine Palms Ground Water Basin. This
water is extracted rom 11 production wells at a depth between 500 and 700 feet locat-
ed in a protected and isolated area of the Sand Hill Training Area.

MAGTFTC, MCAGCC’s drinking water system consists of 11 potable water

wells and multiple reservoirs that serve the military and civilian work force through a
series of pipelines that extend over 84.2 miles of service area.

MAGTFTC, MCAGCC’s drinking water is consistently of such high quality in
nature that it routinely meets or exceeds all US. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) and California Department of Public Health Services (Department) pri-
mary and secondary drinking water standards without any treatment required (other
than basic disinfection) before distribution. Basic disinfection is required by the
California Department of Public Health Services (Department) as a safeguard against
possible microbial contamination due to repairs or maintenance of the system.

Investing In Our Future

Challenges facing MAGTFTC, MCAGCC utilities are similar to those faced by
other utilities in the area: water supply, aging infrastructure, and population growth.
MAGTFTC, MCAGCC issued multiple contracts to repair and improve the quality
of the water system.

No Drugs Down The Drain

Pharmaceutical waste remains a threat to water supplies. One way to reduce this
threat is to dispose of all over-the-counter drugs and prescriptions propetly. DO
NOT FLUSH DRUGS DOWN THE DRAIN.

Old medicines can be taken to the San Bernardino County

Community Household Waste Collection Center located at

62499 29 Palms Highway, Joshua Tree. The hours of operation

are the third Saturday of every month from 9 am. to 1 p.m.

For more information on proper disposal of unwanted medicines

please visit www.nodrugsdownthedrain.org,

LOOKING for local entertainment?

See page B2 for our LIBERTY CALL section

facebook

Visit the official Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center facebook
page at
http://www.facebook.comthecombatcenter

g0 fo www. Hlﬂeseﬁ[}uliurﬂlﬂenter com
orcall 760.366.3777

LEARN TO PLRY MUSIC

Violin, Viola or Cello!
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Directed by Phyllis Moss
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[RIght] Marines with 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment conduct a 21-gun
salute during a memorial ceremony for Sgt. Spitzer aboard Camp
Leatherneck, July 2. Marines also paid respects to a battlefield cross
constructed in honor of Spitzer.

[Below] Petty Officer Third Class Jordan Lowe, corpsman, Scout Sniper
Platoon, 1/7, pays his respects to Sgt. Thomas Z. Spitzer during a memorial
ceremony aboard Camp Leatherneck, July 2. The memorial was in honor of
Spitzer, who was killed while conducting combat operations in Helmand
province, Afghanistan.

SPITZER, from Al

CPL. JOSEPH SCANLAN

ship, scouting and observing. He continuously studied, asked questions and
gave 100 percent effort during every training exercise in which he participated.

“What truly made Spitzer unique was not necessarily that he was such a
quick learner, it was that he put everything else aside to ensure those around
him grasped the same concepts,” said Capt. John Dove, commanding officer,
Headquarters and Service Company, 1/7. “He took it as his personal respon-
sibility to ensure others succeeded and he perfectly displayed what is expect-
ed of strong noncommissioned officers.”

Spitzer’s drive and care for others continued with the battalion’s mission in
Afghanistan. He conducted multiple operations in support of Bravo and
Weapons companies with a cheerful heart, always leading from the front.

“About two weeks ago I was told that I was to take the jump section and
establish a coordination point with the 3rd (Brigade Advisor Team) to liaise
with the Afghan National Army in support of the
Provincial Support Platform-South retrograde,” Dove

has had a lot of exposure to certain things like this, but you never know
exactly what it’s going to be like until it happens,” Lowe said. “For the most
part, the training kicks in and your body starts working, but mentally your
mind is just in shock. It sucks to lose somebody, especially somebody that’s
the same age as you. I think about if I was in that position, having to leave
my family, parents, wife and kid behind, and it really gets to me.”

Spitzer gave his life defending a position that enabled coordination
between coalition and Afghan forces, coordination that was vital for the safe
retrograde of logistics and advisor personnel from their position in Lashkar
Gah along a dangerous route back to Camp Leatherneck.

Cpl. Matthew Kearney, a professionally instructed gunman on Spitzer’s team,
was aboard Camp Leatherneck that evening when he heard what had happened.

“I was preparing for our next mission and was waiting to hear about my next
orders,” Kearney said. “When I found out, I got on my bike
and rode that thing like a madman to get to the hospital. He

said. “The coordination point was to be established on a
small ANA outpost off of Highway 1 in an area known
for kinetics. Security remained a concern; however, due

They raised an

man. He was one of those guys

was such a tough guy; I had never seen him in pain because
he never showed it. I just can’t believe he’s gone. Part of me
just expects that he’s going to kick open my door.”

incredible

to their ayailability that week, I quickly jumpe.d at the b0 T look up to, both in my The battalion honored his sacrifice during a memorial
opportunity to have the professionals of the sniper pla- 5 ; , ceremony aboard Camp Leatherneck, July 2. Several
toon to provide our security.” personal life and in my career. Marines spoke of the memories they shared and the legacy

The section arrived at Patrol Base Yakchal during the _ Cpl. Matthew Kearny he left behind before the ceremony concluded with a

evening of June 24 and set in. That night, the Marines

21-gun salute and the playing of “Taps” by a fellow

began taking a high volume of grenade attacks and auto-
matic fire. Spitzer quickly identified the enemy location
and directed his vehicle gunner to engage the enemy in a nearby tree line.
This fire allowed for other Marines to maneuver to positions of advantage on
rooftop posts, forcing the enemy to withdraw.

“The next day, we had a strong feeling that the enemy would be coming
back to fire from the same general area at the same general time,” Dove said.

Knowing that, Spitzer volunteered to man an M240B medium machine
gun covering the sector most likely to receive enemy contact. The position
overlooked a tree line with thick vegetation that would allow the enemy to
come undetected in close proximity of the patrol base.

Spitzer was defending his fellow Marines and sailors, his brothers, when he was
struck by small-arms fire. Lowe was immediately on the scene to treat Spitzer.

“Any corpsman that is in a division has gone through so much training and

NAVY & | Sinie comes
W AVY
FEDERAL | Mo

COAST GUARD
DoD

Marine with a bugle.

Taps is a simple melody. It is a mere 24 notes, but holds
more than 150 years of tradition. It can express gratitude when words fail. It
honors the men and women who have laid down their lives and have paid the
ultimate sacrifice for the cause of freedom.

Spitzer’s sacrifice is measured by the success of a mission that ensured the
eventual safe return of those Marines and sailors to their loved ones. Beyond
the measure of his sacrifice, the measure of his life is the people he impact-
ed through his example, his leadership and his love.

“I just want his family to know how incredibly sorry I am,” Kearney said.
“They raised an incredible man. He was one of those guys who I look up to,
both in my personal life and in my career.”

Spitzer is survived by his parents John and Jean Spitzer, his brother
Nicholas Spitzer and his fiancé Casey Neef.
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SOCCER, from A1 COMMANDING GENERAL, from Al

LANCE CPL. PAUL S. MARTINEZ
[Above] Combat Center Marines display the American flag on the Stubhub Center field
in Carson, Calif., before a Los Angeles Galaxy and Portland Timbers game, July 4.
Approximately 40 Marines attended the game, with their tickets and transportation
provided by the Single Marine Program.

cer game so it was a lot of fun.”

The night had one more feature for those at the stadium. An evocative display of fire-
works lit the sky as all stood in awe at the traditional celebration for American {
Independence Day.

“It felt good to be appreciated by the people here,” Min said. “It was my first trip with
SMP, but I’ll definitely go again in the future.”

For Min and many of the Marines who participate in SMP activities, getting involved the
program permits a way to have fun and build camaraderie.

“SMP allows us to take our minds off of whatever is happening on base,” Min said.
“It’s a break from the barracks and a good feeling. They help keep morale up
for junior Marines.”

Trips and recreational competitions, such as ping pong and poker, are scheduled later
this summer, according to Scipio.

“[SMP] builds morale by allowing [Marines| to associate with each other,” Scipio said.
“IMCCES] students often meet fleet Marines and find a mentor. It builds encouragement
and strength amongst the Marines.”

The 5th Street Zone is open to all service members aboard the Combat Center. To get
involved with monthly trips and activities, visit their building on 5th Street or call 830-4767.

LANCE CPL. PAUL S. MARTINEZ
[Above] Maj. Gen. David H. Berger, former Combat
Center Commanding General, makes outgoing remarks
during a change of command ceremony at Lance Cpl.
Torrey L. Gray Field, Thursday. Berger extended gratitude
to the civilian employees aboard the base, the retiree
community, supporting organizations throughout the
area, and the Marines and sailors currently serving.

out the vision and priorities that were set by Maj. Gen.
Berger and I have to sustain the facilities, resources and
services that make the Combat Center run smoothly. I look
forward to doing all of these, and I promise you all 100%
effort for as long as I am afforded the privilege of command.”

PARK, from A1l

military vehicles, allowing them to enter the driver’s seat, operate some of the
parts, and start the engines.

“As the day gets cooler the kids always want to go down and see the mili-
tary vehicles and the Marines who come down love talking to the children
about it,” Bowden said. “There are some who may think there’s a big differ-
ence between the city and the Marine Corps base and I spent my whole high
school years on a Marine Corps base. For me it’s just one big community.
Events like this bring everyone together.”

Although Independence Day is celebrated through fireworks, barbeques,
and music, the day represents what our ancestors fought and died for more

Combat Logistics Battalion 7. “It shows the community we have a kind heart
and care about our relationship with them.”

The event was open for anyone to enjoy the festivities. The success of the
event brings more people each year.

“About three years ago, the city took over management for the event,” said
Larry Bowden, recreation super intendant, city of Twentynine Palms, Calif.
“Our city council gave us the money for the fireworks and other parts of the
ceremony. The first year brought in approximately 3,000 people, the next year
was about 5,000, and this year we don’t know what to expect.”

The final fireworks show lasted approximately 15 minutes, concluding the event.
As the event grows in attendance, the showing gets bigger and more extravagant.

“We have a really great fireworks show and the people who coordinate
them go above and beyond with what they give us,” Bowden said.

than 200 years ago.
“I’'ve had a great life and I’ve been able to do what I wanted,” Bowden
said. “I’m an American citizen and I love the freedoms I have living in this

Combat Center Marines volunteered to give people of all ages tours of the

Looking for local entertainment?

See page B2 for our Liberty Call section

country; Independence Day celebrates that.”

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

SiosephOAin ahea
563120 nagay uccaValy
T63657133\inec@ aalom
Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.

Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel .|
Ch¥1vrch of Go% -

Worship Service I
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

THIS WEEK'S SPOTLIGHT CHURCH

Skyview Chapel
Church of God

Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd.,
Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

5’ ‘E PASSIONATE,
~'®~ PROGRESSIVE,
CHRISTIANITY.

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE
COACMELLA VALLEY - WEEKLY SERVICES AT 1{s
0N SUKNDAY, BIBLE STUDY AMD SOCLAL EVENTS
WEEELY.

MCCCV.NET

5 Casnarwron DL Corminss Ky CA ¥

760 512 1700

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care
29 Palms * 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

To All Christians Concerned

I know this is a tall order, but is anyone
looking for casual fellowship over coffee
who is 3 5-point Calvinist? Amillennial?
Doesn’t believe in literal Sabbath-keeping,
mandatory tithing, paedobaptism, or the
health/wealth gospel? Believes Mat. 24 is

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church

73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms

Pastor Titus R. Burns

Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

““lhe wi//o/goofwzf[
never labe you where

the grace 0/ Sod will

"Celebrating God's love for all God's Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC)
www stmartinschurch29.org (760) 367-7133

Wyind 600 PMW Bitdo Soady

L8374 Onaga Trad n Yucca Yaley
(TB0) 355-57T1  whw, Bsbicyv. oog

fulfilled? Believes we are not the Romans | | «ry.. peter said unto them. Re . )
, Repent, and be baptized every
7 man or part old man and par‘[ new man? one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of ”OlpFO/eC/yOU'
If so, call me at 760-365-6901. sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38
Z=\ St. Martin-In-The-Fields e Yucca Valley Center for.
B W\~ EPISCOPAL CHURCH firstsouthern Spiritual Living @
Sunday School & Eucharist ~ 10:00 am Baphist Church of Hueca Valkey Healing Lives & Building Dreams
Sunday Gospel Meditation ~ 9:00 am Bt 015 Al Ll Bioucs Reverend Ron Scott
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am San_ 10:30 AM Worship Sunday Celebration 10 AM

7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
760-365-2205
yvesl.org

TOUGH MINDED

OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

Here we go again. | want to re-introduce you to a
tremendous lady who is the epitome of what it is to be a
positive thinker. In other words, a tough minded optimist.

Her name is Frieda Burdette and | have had the joy of
knowing her almost 18 years. She is a wonderful person who
has a genuine concern for the welfare of others.

Frieda is truly an amazing person. She is 75 years old and
has earned a well deserved reputation for her leadership in
sharing the beauties of our incredible world with her well
publicized and documented group titled “Frieda’s Happy
Hoofers.”

“Frieda’s Happy Hoofers” have been hiking together since
2008 and they have visited many areas of great interest.

Frieda invites anyone and everyone of any age, Ethnicity,
sexual orientation, church membership, political affiliation, etc.
to join the group and simply enjoy. No pledge of regular
participation is required. Why not give it a try.

Here is Frieda’s invitation:

“For July we will be hiking in Big Bear. First hike, Monday
July 14, Pedal Path along Big Bear Lake. Hike about an hour,
then return for lunch.

Second hike, Monday July 28, Pacific Crest Trail towards
Mexico. Hike for about an hour, then return to lunch.

Lunch for both hikes will be at Boo Bear’s Den or the Log
Cabin Restaurant.

For both hikes — Meet at the parking lot between Carl Jr.
and O'Reilly’s Auto Parts, on the corner of Old Woman Springs
Rd and Hwy 62 at 8 AM. Please let me know if you plan to
come. “

Frieda’s telephone
hennyen5@hotmail.com.

number is 1-760-364-2872 or

@QMM %

Presbyterian Church
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Child Care

56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley

(760) 365-6331

Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod)

WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASS 10:30 AM

“Living Under the Son”

59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548

First Assembly of God

73331 Sullivan Rd ¢ 29 Palms
(760) 3679973
Sunday 10:30am

Child care for all services
Super Kids Program

Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590
=~

= =

www.29palmsag.org

This column sponsored by:

Jean Bixby
Joshua Tree

Larry and Joan Avner

Yucca Valley

7603674627
8000951620

Dr. Lou can be reached at

les19m xc@ veronnet
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WeekINPhotos

Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-South

[Right] Marines with Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-South practice riot control formations as part of less than lethal training aboard Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., June 30. The training was only a portion of the Marines' preparation to join sailors aboard the USS AMERICA for her maiden
voyage which departed this week. [Top, left] Sgt. Jacey Marks, platoon sergeant, SPMAGTF-South, practices riot control formations aboard MCB Camp Pendleton,
Calif., June 30. [Bottom, left] Marines with SPMAGTF-South throw flash grenades during less than lethal training aboard MCB Camp Pendleton, Calif., June 30.
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Chasing a Dream

Cultures unite, play
through love of sport

Story by
Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya

“It 1 not just a game, it 1o a way of life.
There are few places you will go where
the game s not celeézatea. It goes b
many nameds; Jsoccer, futbol, ootéa[}{
but no matter what the people around
you call i, tt s beautiful. If you
mabke the ball happy, 1 promuise you, no
malter what, you and the people around
you, will be happy.”

Those were the words my father repeated to me. I will never f¢
them because of the way he said it. There was such passion
enthusiasm in his eyes each time he told me, but to this daj
has yet to be proven wrong.

Throughout my life, I have grown up playing, watching and stud
the game. Everywhere I have gone, soccer has opened doors for
entertained me and allowed me to meet people from around the
Even now, I gather with friends to watch and play the game. Whetl
is watching the World Cup or just going out into the street, we are
laughing, and appreciating what we love most. Soccer.

The Beginning

When I was growing up, I naturally looked up to my father. I wa
a part of everything he did. If he was working in the yard, I was
the yard. If he was training, I was training. That’s just how it was.
it came time for me to lace up my shoes and go out to the yard to
the soccer ball he was different.

I kicked my first soccer ball at 2. At 4 years old, I was on my first soccer
team. I played with kids who were a few years older than me but my dad
looked at that as “good training.”

What was first just a game became an obsession for me. I fell in love with
the sport and it became a matter of familial pride. I wanted to follow in
my father’s footsteps.

My dad started playing professional soccer at the age of 17 and everyone knew
him for that. He knew what it took to get to that level. He is known as “Diablo”

use

PHOTOS BY CPL. CHARLES SANTAMARIA

Proof of the Lifestyle

When I graduated high school, I decided I wanted to join the Marine
Corps. I knew I would be happy after I joined but I felt as if I was turning
my back on the sport that had guided me through my life.

The time came for me to confront my parents. I knew they would support
me no matter what but I had a strong feeling they would be silently disap-
pointed in me. In this moment, I thought I would lose the strong relationship
I had with my dad, who practically groomed me to become a soccer player,
and with my number one cheerleader, my mom.

Once I finally broke the news to them, the both smiled and simply told me
how proud they were. Instead of disapproving of not continuing to pursue
soccer, my dad hugged me, smiled and said, “I am not worried because
remember what I said, there are few places where the sport is not celebrated.”

Throughout my Marine Corps career, I have met even more people and
made even more friends through soccer. Between recreational, regional and
national soccer leagues, I now have teammates who have diverse backgrounds
and different cultures, just as I did when 1 was growing up. We all have jobs
to do during the week but any chance we get, we play or watch soccer.

I also have had the opportunity to coach children who like to play. I try to pass
on the knowledge I have gained from soccer to the younger players each chance
I get. To me, it is an opportunity to maybe spark the dream that I always strive for.

There are so many precious moments I have had because of soccer. It has
made me who I am today. It has led me to have a simple way of looking at
life. I am not be afraid to meet new people, strive to excel at what I am doing,
or gather with the ones around me and find a reason to smile.

I can honestly say my dream has come true. I now know that, for my dad, it
wasn’t about being professional, the nicknames, or any of the glory that comes
with the sport. It was about the joy it gave him and the others around him.

When people ask me, “how can you love a game so much?” I look at them,
with a grin on my face, and say, “It is not just a game, it is a way of life. There
are few places you will go where the game is not celebrated. It goes by many
names; soccet, futbol, football, but no matter what the people around you
call it, it is beautiful. If you make the ball happy, I promise you, no matter
what, you and the people around you, will be happy.”

[Top] Cpl. Jose Saucedo, combat engineer,
3rd Combat Engineer Battalion, walks on the
court as a game of street soccer begins
during a series of pick-up games held at the
hockey rink near the main exchange, Tuesday.

[Above] Pfc. Ulises Ortiz, student, Marine
Corps Communication-Electronics Schooal,
kicks the soccer ball toward the goal net during
a series of pick-up games held at the
hockey rink near the main exchange, Tuesday.

[Right] Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya,
combat correspondent, Headquarters
Battalion, dribbles the soccer ball to get
passed Cpl. Jose Saucedo, combat
engineer, 3rd CEB, who is defending during
a series of pick-up games held at the hockey
rink next to the main exchange, Tuesday.
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Combat Center Events

Sesame Street Tour

USO and the Sesame Street Workshop are bringing the
Sesame Street/USO Experience for Military Families.
When: Aug. 9 and 10

Location and time to be determined.

For more information, call 830-5086

Back to School Week

Back to school week offers a whole week of activities
including the Education Fair, Pool Party, Fashion show
and Back to school Brigade.

When: Aug. 12 to Aug. 15

Where: Community Center

For more information, call 830-5086

sunset Cinema

Friday, July 11

3 p.m.— Free Admission A Bug’s Life, G

5:30 p.m. — Maleficent 3-D, PG

8 p.m. — Blended, PG-13

11 p.m. — X-Men: Days of Future Past, PG-13
Saturday, July 12

10 a.m. — Free Admission Megamind, PG
12:30 p.m. — Maleficent, PG

3 p.m. — Edge of Tomorrow 3-D, PG-13

5:30 p.m. — X-Men: Days of Future Past 3-D, PG-13
8: 30 p.m. — A Million Ways to Die in the West, R
11:30 p.m. — 22 Jump Street, R

Sunday, July 13

12 p.m. — The Fault in Our Stars, PG-13

3 p.m. — Edge of Tomorrow, PG-13

5:30 p.m. — 22 Jump Street, R

8 p.m.— Jersey Boys, R

Monday, July 14

4 p.m. — Free Admission Epic, PG

6:30 p.m. — The Fault in Our Stars, PG-13
Tuesday, July 15

4 p.m.— Free Admission Brave, PG

6:30 p.m. — Edge of Tomorrow 3-D, PG-13
Wednesday, July 16

4 p.m.— Free Admission Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax, PG
6:30 p.m. — X-Men: Days of Future Past, PG-13
Thursday, July 17

4 p.m.— Free Admission Over the Hedge, PG

6 p.m. — Maleficent, PG

8 p.m. — Blended, PG-13

High Desert

A Doll’'s House

A gripping drama first produced in 1879.
When: June 20 - July 19

Where: Theatre 29

73637 Sullivan Rd

For more information, call (760) 361-4151

Low Desert

Kim Jong Kook & Haha

Pop duo performs live

When: 8 p.m., July 12

Where: Fantasy Springs Resort Casino
84-245 Indio Springs Pkway, Indio, Calif.
For more information, call (760) 342-5000

STORAGE
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State of the Art Security
Control with Full Time
Resident Managers,
Household Storage,
RV, Boat & Auto

PECIAL MILITAR
PRICING ON ALL
UNITS!

¢ Ground Level Units e Controlled Gate Access
e Large Moving Truck Friendly ¢ Month-to-Month Rentals

£367-2510

5020 Adobe Rd * 29 Palms

all to suhscribe to the Hi-Desert Star, (760) 36

The Jersey Way: Eastwood brings Frankie
Valli & Four Seasons to the big screen

NEIL POND
“Jersey Boys”

Starring John Lloyd Young, Vincent Piazza, Erich
Bergen & Christopher Walken

Directed by Clint Eastwood

R, 134 min.

Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons provided a
snappy pop soundtrack to the 1960s and early *70s,
then rode a wave of massive nostalgic resurgence as
the subjects of a smash, song-filled 2005 Broadway
production, Jersey Boys, based on their story.

Now director Clint Eastwood dramatizes the
saga of Valli and his three original singing part-
ners in a movie — one that takes a lot of its cues
from the Tony Award-winning musical. Using sev-
eral of the Broadway cast members and two of the
show’s writers, Eastwood shows how the young
musicians came together in the early 1950s and
rose to fame, walking a line between petty
crime and dreams of stardom.

“I’'m going to be as big as Sinatra,” boasts Valli
(John Lloyd Young) to the sexy young Italian spitfire
who’ll eventually become his wife (Renée Martino).
His mom worties he’ll end up “dead or in jail.”

Young, who portrayed Valli on Broadway, is
outstanding, especially when summoning up Valli’s
uncanny, almost otherworldly falsetto. “A voice
like yours, it’s a gift from God,” says Gyp DeCarlo
(Christopher Walken), the local mob wise guy,
whose eyes well with tears when Frankie sings.

Erich Bergen plays Bob Gaudio, the Four
Seasons’ songwriting guru, introduced to the group
by Joe Pesci (yes, the actor, here played “pre-star-
dom” by Joseph Russo). Michael Lomenda is bari-

tone singer Nick Massi, who never has much to

1.2.0.0.0.6.00.6.0606.6.60.6.6 6.
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say—until he explodes in a quasi-comical rant about
having to room with dictatorial group founder
Tommy DiVito (Vincent Piazza, the only performer
who didn’t play a Four Season on Broadway).

By using a cast of newcomers, Eastwood focus-
es the attention on the story, not the stars. Having
the main actors occasionally look directly into the
camera and address the audience, however, is hit
and miss. A holdover from the musical, it’s meant
to allow each band member to provide his “side”
of the story, but the voices fail to create a much of
a framing device, or add any traction to the tale.

And what a tale: Dizzying heights (100 million
records, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame), crashing
lows (gangsters, embezzlement, fractured families).
But for such an epic yarn, things often feel undet-
developed, too quick to move on. Nothing’s given
time to sink in, register, resonate. Eastwood’s a
solid, meat-and-potatoes director, but this fascinat-
ing, multi-textured story could have perhaps bene-
fited from a bit more fine-tuning and finesse.

The music and the musical scenes, however, are
toe-tapping terrific. And the story, a real-life com-
bination of Goodfellas meets That Thing You
Dol, follows a gritty, all-American arc of talent,
pluck and luck, punctuated by songs — “Sherry,”
“Big Girls Don’t Cry,” “Ragdoll,” “Walk Like a
Man,” “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You,” “My Eyes
Adored You” — that have stood the test of time.

The end-credits curtain call has the entire cast
spilling into the streets for a choreographed hoof-
it to “September 1963 (Oh What a Night),” the
Four Seasons’ last big hit, from 1975. Another nod
to the movie’s Broadway roots, it should help a lot
of music lovers — especially those “of a certain
age” — stroll out of the theater a bit looser, live-
lier and lighter than they walked in.
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