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ACTIVE SHOOTER EXERCISE

Marine Corps’ Top Shot

][

Marines with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 115, Marine Corps Air
Station Beaufort, S.C., prepare to deploy to the Western Pacific as part
of the Unit Deployment Program, July 9. Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron 115, also known as the “Silver Eagles,” will support 
multinational exercises improving American forces' ability to work well
with allies while exposing the Marines to various training elements. The
UDP is designed to balance strategic capabilities in the Pacific theater
to train with allies, respond to crises and promote security cooperation
across the region.
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First responders secure Condor 

Every week, thousands of fans vote for the best
photograph, posted on the Corps’ facebook

page.

This week’s top shot comes from Marine Corps
Air Station Beaufort, S.C.

CPL. SARAH CHERRY

“I donate to this cause every single year,”
said Mira Kozell, quality assurance, Combat
Center commissary. “If each person could just
donate one item each time they come to 
the commissary, it would be a lot of help.
This program is helping feed Marine 
Corps families.”

FEDS Feed Families is program run by the
United States Department of Agriculture. The
program assists federal employees, in times of
need, by offering free groceries. The groceries
are donated by anyone who is willing and are
free of charge for others to pick up.

“We get donations throughout the year,”
said Dawn Clark, business manager, Armed
Services YMCA. “This gives the families living
paycheck to paycheck, or have something

come up, an opportunity to start filling the
gaps. That is the whole basis of this program.”

According to Clark, the program has been
active aboard the Combat Center for approxi-
mately 8 years under different names.

The program originally was known as Free
Bread Fridays aboard the Combat Center. At
that time, people donated bread and pastries. It
then was opened up to where they were able to
accept all groceries. FFF also accepts hygiene
gear, baby clothes or any other items people
are willing to donate.

“I had a couple of families come in that
were facing some challenges,” said Samuel
Smith, associate director, ASYMCA. “I gave
them the opportunity to go through and grab
what they needed. The look on their faces, the
gratitude and the overwhelming feeling that
someone does care is why we are here. The
service members give so much, this is what we
are doing to try and give back.”

For more information on FFF or for ques-
tions concerning donating or receiving dona-
tions contact the ASYMCA at (760) 830-7481.

An announcement was heard through the
halls of Condor Elementary School, but it was
not the usual morning announcement. It was
the voice of a staff member urging teachers to
secure their classrooms
due to an active shooter
being present in the
building.

The Combat Center’s
Force Protection Office,
along with the San
Bernandino County
Sheriff ’s Department,
Combat Center Fire
Department, Provost
Marshal’s Office, Morongo Basin Ambulance,
and several other local first responders, con-
ducted an active shooter exercise at Condor
Elementary School, Tuesday.

The exercise brought several departments
together to enhance collaborative emergency

response and recovery efforts by applying
them in a school scenario.

“It makes me feel a little more safe knowing
first responders train to react to scenarios of

this scale,” Pfc. Bandi
Ellenwood, volunteer 
role player, Marine 
Corps Communication-
Electronics School.

Approximately 350
Marines participated as
volunteers for the exercise.
Each Marine filled roles
such as teachers, parents,
bystanders, students and

casualties. As the announcement echoed
through the building, role players called 911 to
alert authorities and first responders partici-
pating in the event.

Cpl. Andrew Eljin, military policeman, Provost Marshal’s Office, searches a hallway while Cpl.
Tyler Little, military policeman, PMO, provides security during an active shooter exercise at
Condor Elementary School, Tuesday.

See SHOOTER page A7

Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya
Combat Correspondent

“
One of the main things I

learned from this experience is
how important it is to stay calm
and let the first responders work.”

– Pfc. Bandi Ellenwood

[Above] Cpl. Joshua Tavares, 
military working dog handler,
Provost Marshal’s Office, and Bo,
military working dog, search for
narcotics and other suspicious 
material during a building search
exercise at the community center
July 21. The training also included
aggression and biting exercises.
[Right] Baby, military working dog,
attacks Lance Cpl. Anthony
Cicchino, military working dog 
handler, PMO, during a building
search exercise at the Community
Center July 21. The dog handlers
utilized protective bite suits to pre-
vent injuries during the exercises.

“
The look on their faces, the

gratitude and the overwhelm-
ing feeling that someone does
care is why we are here. The
service members give so much,
this is what we are doing to try
and give back.

– Samuel Smith

Combat Center participates
in FEDS Feed Families



OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to
all military personnel.

In Oceanside:
- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054
- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054 
In San Diego:
- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.
- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.
- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
- Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.
In National City:
- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.
- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following
locations.

In Twentynine Palms:
- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.
- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.
- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.
In Yucca Valley:
- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff ’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:
- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Center’s officialweb-
site at http://www.29palms.marines.mil
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SUDOKU 3334 D
Across 
1 Sherlock Holmes 

smoked them 
6 “Beware the ___ of

March!”
10 Not much 
14 Delete 
15 “Finding ___”
16 Japanese soup 
17 Place to eat dinner 
19 Got along in years 
20 “Excellent job!”
21 Sulk 
22 Laid down the     

lawn? 
24 Medieval worker 
26 Snare 
28 Hawaiian necklace 
29 “___ My Party”
31 Total 
35 Bart Simpson’s
mom 
38 “Absolutely!”
40 Practice boxing 
41 Ginger ___ 
42 Taking a snooze 
45 Before, in poetry 
46 Coke or Pepsi 
48 Former presidential 
candidate Perot 
49 Sections 
51 Pearly Gates guy 
53 Outlaw 
54 Time of history 
55 "Gone With the 
Wind" plantation 
58 Little green guy of

movies 
62 “Boardwalk ___”
65 ___ Xtra 

(soft drink) 

67 Fellows 
68 California   

valley 
69 Scary snake 
72 One way to   

settle an 
argument 

73 One of 18   
on a golf
course 

74 Bird that      
may be   

“bald”
75 Not madams 
76 Sign on a  

store door 
77 “___ so   

funny?”
Down 
1 Money in   

Mexico 
2 “Yay me!”
3 Assignment for  

class 
4 Spooky claim 
5 Ooze 
6 Run up, as debts 
7 Greek letter that’s 

also an airline 
8 Big bird 
9 Cries loudly 
10 Movie about  

Mozart 
11 Constellation with 

seven stars 
12 “Understood”
13 Mary ___ Lincoln 
18 Becomes inedible 
23 Ancient 
25 ___ newton 

(cookie) 

27 France’s capital 
30 Number of

toes or Fingers 
32 Lion’s home 
33 Pastry shop 

purchase 
34 Valuable rocks 
35 Catholic service 
36 Plenty 
37 Food that may be 

stuffed 
38 Hockey or bad-
minton
39 Delivery company 
43 “___ you serious?”
44 4.0 in high 

school, e.g.
47 Photographs 

from above 
50 Whatever number

of
52 Road stuff
53 Movie about a pig 
56 Computer 

company 
57 Get ready to eat,

like fruit 
59 Last Greek 

letter 
60 Gave cards out 
61 South American 

mountain range 
62 Finishes up 
63 Hawaiian island 
64 Reverberating    

sound 
66 Make, as beer 
70 Alley-___ 

(basketball play)
71 Sarcastic laugh

See answers on page A6
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For those who remember Flash Gordon and for the Star Trek fans of
today, the “laser” has become well known in science fiction writing.

The Marine Corps is now looking at the reality side of that fiction, in
the form of a Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement System (MILES).

Produced by Xerox Electro-Optical Systems, MILES is a family of
safe, low-powered lasers which can simulate range and casualty capabili-
ties for many of the Corps’ inventory of weapons.

For Marine infantrymen, the system consists of a detector band for the
helmet, detectors built into the suspender straps for a cartridge belt, and
a signaling device which emits an intermittent beep for a “near miss” and
constant high-pitched shrill of a “kill.” The final piece of equipment is a
transmitter mounted on the barrel of an M-16 rifle, which is activated
every time the Marine fires a blank. It then sends out a laser beam corre-
sponding to the range of the weapon.

The transmitter on the weapon has deactivating key which, if the
Marine is “hit,” must be used to shut off the high-pitched shrill of the
detectors. Once the key is pulled from the transmitter, to shut off the
detector, it also deactivates the transmitter on the weapon and renders the

Marine out of action.
The cost for outfitting one Marine

infantryman with transmitter, detec-
tors and signaling device will be
approximately $700.

The transmitter will weigh only
slightly more than the bayonet present-
ly used on the M16 rifle. The weight of
the entire package of detectors, trans-
mitters and signaling device will be less
than five pounds.

The Combat Center will be the first
command to receive MILES, due for
delivery during Fiscal Year 1981.

Similar systems are also being devel-
oped for the M60 machinegun, TOW
anti-tank weapon, M60 tanks and the
Dragon and new viper weapons. These
systems will also correspond to the
effective range of the weapons.

The days of “bang, bang, you’re
dead,” will soon be over for Marines
using MILES. The new system will
give unit commanders a more realistic
casualty assessment and, possibly
allows the “aggressors” to win for the
first time in the history of military war
games.

New laser system in
Corps’ future 

Story by Sgt. Charles Luedke

“LIKE TWO P’S IN A POD”

Visit 
the official 

MCAGCC facebook page at

http://www.flickr.com/thecombatcenterhttp://www.youtube.com/user/CombatCenterPAOhttp://www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter

The Combat Center 
has its own 

YouTube channel. Find it at 

The Combat Center has its own
Flickr photo and video streams. 

Find them at
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or FAX 830-5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.
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Interviewed by Cpl. Charles Santamaria, July 16, 2014 (Photography by Kelly O’Sullivan)

> I grew up in an oil town so there was a
lot of money because of people in the oil busi-
ness. I grew up going to a public high school
that was fabulous. I had a fabulous education.
> I also went through a lot of tornados but
it was a very good experience growing up there.
> I have always liked to read and I have
always been into cars. My dad gave me a car
when I was 16. It was a red Fiat convertible
and then I got an MGA convertible. After
that, I got into sports car racing. I didn’t actu-
ally do the racing but I went along. I went to a
lot of races.
>  I would say my dad is the one who got me into cars. He loved buying and selling
cars. He would buy a car, fix it up, and then sell it.
>  I really miss it. I am no longer involved but it was very exciting.
>  When I was learning to drive stick shift, I was with my younger brother and I
ended up stalling the car in the middle of an intersection while making a left turn. I could-
n’t get it started and my brother got so upset that he got out out the car and walked home.
> I ended up attending the University of Tulsa and I worked in retail. I managed a small
women’s store. My major was liberal arts. I really didn’t know what I wanted to do back then.
> I got married and was moving around with my husband so I didn’t really choose
a career until I was about 26. I really loved the fashion world; it was really exciting to me. It
started me on a route to good costumer service and good communication.
> It really taught me that you never know, by looking at someone, who or what they
are and that you should treat everyone the same.
> I started working with animals once I moved to Monterey, Calif. It all started

because I started volunteering. A position opened up and it kind of all went from there. I wrote some volunteer manuals and worked with wild life.
> I have always had animals. I currently have three dogs and five cats and most of them are rescues. All but one, I found on my own when I was out and about.
> I started working for environmental organizations. I had the opportunity to work in the Clinton Campaign and other local political campaigns. I really
enjoyed it and it made me realize the political system.
> I continued volunteering until about 2003. I then became the director of a program to raise money for education and scientific research for sea otters. I
loved it and continued doing it for about four years.
> In 2007, I got a job with Defenders of Wildlife and moved here. My job was to raise awareness of the desert tortoise. Once my contract ended, I got my job
here aboard the base.
> I was very excited coming into my job with Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs. It was similar but different to my other jobs. It gave me a
chance to see a different side of archaeology.
> We started the gardens out here, which I always enjoyed gardening. I was still able to talk to people about wildlife. I can do this for fun. To me, this
job is very fun.
> If anybody has a problem getting a job, volunteering is a perfect way to get involved and to get experience. If you are in a group of people, you’ll be
amazed at how much you can accomplish compared to working by yourself. Much like the Marines.
> I was amazed coming out here. I knew nothing about the military but the Marines do so much for the preservation of the land, animals, and other

treasures out here. It really educated me about the background of the military. This is a dream job.
> It is amazing to think that we are walking around the same place as people did 2000 years ago. What they did for their time, I feel, is just as advanced
as the things we are doing now. I have gone to places where I can touch the wall and almost feel those people from many years ago. It is pretty amazing.
> One of my biggest goals for my job out here is to show the Marines and their families that the desert is not that bad. The desert has some very unique
things about it. There is so much history here and I hope they can learn to appreciate it.
> It is very important to try and do something that you love doing because, at that point, its not really a job.

Tulsa, Okla.,D’Anne 

ALBERS IS CURRENTLY THE

CULTURAL RESOURCES SPECIALIST

AT THE COMBAT CENTER’S
CURATION CENTER. SHE IS ALSO

A FAN OF FASHION, SPORTS CARS,
AND PARTICIPATED IN THE

CLINTON CAMPAIGN IN THE 90’S.

cultural resources specialist, 63

WHAT I’VE LEARNED
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Visit the official 
MCAGCC facebook page at

http://www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter

ALBERS

Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. - Gates open at 6:30 p.m.
Community Center Ballfield
FREE ADMISSION!

JULY 12
Big PaPa & 

The Six Pack of Cool (Swing)

JULY 19
Adrianna Marie and 

Her Groovecutters (R&B/Blues)

JULY 26
Pacific Rose (Country)

AUGUST 2
Upstream (Reggae)

AUGUST 9
Chico (Latin/Salsa)

AUGUST 16
New Sensations (80’s to today)

TheTownofYuccaValleyinvitesyoutoenjoyfabulous,
liveentertainm entunderthestars.

A Special “Thank You” To Our Sponsors!A Special “Thank You” To Our Sponsors!
Better Sound AudiologyBetter Sound Audiology

BurrtecBurrtec
Hills TowingHills Towing

Morongo Basin Transit AuthorityMorongo Basin Transit Authority
Yucca Valley Senior ClubYucca Valley Senior Club
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The Desert Trail
6396 Adobe Rd.
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The 155 NROTC midshipmen from 62 colleges and uni-
versities and 23 Naval Academy midshipmen were scheduled
to train for 10 days in the Sierra Nevada mountain range
gaining exposure and learning to operate in a mountainous
environment.

The midshipmen began their training with an address by the
Commanding Officer of MCMWTC, Col. Scott D. Leonard.

“This summer is your exposure to the Marine Corps, next
summer at Officer Candidate School is your test,” said
Leonard. “Enjoy your time here. What you do up here
throughout the next 10 days is going to be very important in
establishing connections, and building confidence to get you
through OCS. The Marines here are the subject matter

experts. There is no one more qualified to teach you. Ask
questions, be safe and enjoy yourselves.”

The first day of training contained briefs that covered top-
ics from range safety and communications procedures to
mountain safety and mountain health.

“Keep me wild, that is our motto,” said Andrew Irvin, nat-
ural/cultural resources manager. “This is one of the most
natural and realistic training environments in the Marine
Corps. Our goal is to cause as small of an impact on this pris-
tine environment as possible. Pack in. Pack out. ”

The training area at MCMWTC is headquartered at
approximately 6,700 feet above sea level and rises to 11,100
feet. MCMWTC was established in 1951, originally opened as

MIDSHIPMEN

ascend to
NEW

heights 

BRIDGEPORT, Calif. - Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Marine-option

and U.S. Naval Academy midshipmen began summer training at the Marine

Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center Bridgeport, Calif., July 12.

Story and photos by Navy Lt. Matthew Comer

Naval Reserve Officers Training
Corps and U.S. Naval Academy

midshipmen hike at Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training Center

Bridgeport, Calif., July 14.

See page B2 for
Sunset Cinema
movie
schedule

http://www.flickr.com/thecombatcenterhttp://www.youtube.com/user/CombatCenterPAO
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the official 
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The Combat Center has its own
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Find them at

The Combat Center 
has its own 

YouTube channel. Find it at 
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The Observation Post
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a cold-weather training center. The
MCMWTC operating area is 64,000 acres.
The majority of the operating area is owned
by the U.S. Forrest Service as part of the
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest. The
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center,
oversees the daily operations of MCMWTC.

“Plan, be prepared and know your group’s
ability,” said Sgt. Edward Pricola, instructor,
Mountain Leadership Course. “The weather
in the mountains shifts rapidly. Maintain
proper clothing and equipment for drastic
weather and temperature changes.”

More than 24 percent of Earth’s land mass
is mountainous terrain. MCMWTC is the sole
Department of Defense mountain training

facility to prepare service members.
Throughout their training the midshipmen

were scheduled to learn skills including rap-
pelling, mountain safety, stream and rope
bridge crossing, land navigation, survival and
Marine tactics in a mountain environment.

“Take this opportunity to get to know
each other,” said Lt. Col. Mark Shellabarger,
OIC, NROTC Mountain Warfare Training
and North Carolina Peidmont NROTC
Consortium executive officer. “This environ-
ment, this terrain, is going to test you; it is
going to exhaust you. The midshipmen sit-
ting next to you will get you through this.”

Midshipmen attending the summer train-
ing were recommended to achieve a mini-

mum of 250 on their Physical
Fitness Test to meet the physical
requirements of the training. The
test is comprised of a three-mile
run, sit-ups and pull-ups.

“I have been doing weight-resistance
training and hiking to prepare for this
week’s evolutions,” said Midshipman
2nd Class Alex Vrancic, Florida State
University NROTC unit.

The NROTC program is current-
ly overseen by Rear Adm. Rich
Brown and his Naval Service
Training Command staff, headquar-
tered at Naval Station Great Lakes,
Ill. More than 150 colleges and uni-
versities either host NROTC units
or have cross-town enrollment
agreements with a host university.

[Top] A Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps midshipman 2nd class builds a survival 
shelter. The midshipman trained at Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training 
Center, Bridgeport, Calif., and was taught survival and tactical skills in a 
mountainous environment, July 15.
[Center] Ohio State University Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Midshipman 
2nd Class Kyle Maurpin climbs up a rock face at MCMWTC, July 14.
[Bottom] Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps and U.S. Naval Academy 
midshipmen race towards a simulated casualty to practice mountain casualty evacuation
at MCMWTC, July 14.

“
This environment,
this terrain, is
going to test you; 
it is going to
exhaust you.”

-Lt. Col. Mark Shellabarger

Whatever you’re 
looking for, you 
can find it in the

Observation Post
Classified section

See page B2 for
Sunset Cinema
movie
schedule
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MarMarine Corine Corps Recrps Recruit Depot Sand Diegouit Depot Sand Diego

[Top, left] Drill instructors watch over recruits of
India Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, as the
Confidence Chamber fills with Chlorobenzylidene
Malonitrile gas. The recruits were required to con-
duct exercises in the chamber at Edison Range,
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., July 14.
[Top, right] Recruits with India Company, 3rd
Recruit Training Battalion, undertake the
Confidence Chamber as it fills with CS gas. The
recruits were required to conduct exercises in the
chamber at Edison Range, MCB Camp Pendleton,
Calif.,July 14.
[Bottom, left] Recruits of India Company, 3rd
Battalion, give the "gas, gas, gas" signal signifying a
chemical environment, while conducting a
Confidence Chamber exercise at Edison Range on
MCB Camp Pendleton, July 14.
[Bottom, right] Chlorobenzylidene malonitrile, or
CS gas, can be found as a solid compound at room
temperature, and is heated to release the gas and
create a chemical environment.

PHOTOS BY CPL. TYLER VIGLIONE
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Visit 
the official 

MCAGCC facebook page at

http://www.flickr.com/thecombatcenterhttp://www.youtube.com/user/CombatCenterPAOhttp://www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter

The Combat Center 
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The Combat Center has its own
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Bill Gordon & Associates is a nationwide practice limited to representing clients before the Social Security 
Administration. Bill Gordon is a member of the Texas & New Mexico Bar Associations. The attorneys at Bill 
Gordon & Associates work for quick approval of every case. Results in your case will depend on the unique 
facts and circumstances of your claim. 

Get Results
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advertising in the Hi
Desert Star is the great
local coverage. We get
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is always helpful, keep up the good work Brandi. 

 - Allan Hays of Sheric Real Estate



OBSERVATION Post JULY 25, 2014     A7 

“The exercise [displays] how several different departments interact togeth-
er with a mass casualty scenario, like an active shooter, while also ensuring all
parties are familiar with the national incident management system,” said
Randy Leazer, fire chief, Combat Center Fire Department.

The role players filled several rooms throughout the building, practicing
different reactions to the active shooter announcement. These responses
included barricading the room, turning off all lights, or evading and escaping.
Participants were not allowed to fight back or use force to escape during the
exercise. Along with different acts to play, some role players also had injuries
that first responders had to document and treat.

“Medically, it tests the fire department’s mass casualty collection injury and
treatment procedures,” Leazer said. “Exercises like this also teach rapid triage
of various degrees of injuries for transportation sorting based on severity of
said injuries.”

After one hour, all three active shooters were detained and first responders
went through the process of evacuating rooms while still maintaining control
and safety of all the ‘students.’

“One of the main things I learned from this experience is how important
it is to stay calm and let the first responders work,” Ellenwood said. “I think
practicing with all these factors helps them go through the different possibil-
ities that could happen if an active shooter was present in this setting.”

SHOOTER, from A1

BUILDING, from A1

Cpl. Tyler Little, military policeman, Provost Marshal’s Office, cuffs one of
three active shooters during an active shooter exercise at Condor Elementary
School, Tuesday.

CPL. CHARLES SANTAMARIA

Cpl. Paul Kelley, working dog handler, Provost Marshal’s Office, and Lance Cpl.
Anthony Cicchino, military working dog handler, PMO, test Baby, military working
dog, on her ability to switch between multiple targets during a building search at
the Community Center July 21.

Baby, military working dog, finds Lance Cpl. Anthony Cicchino, military
working dog handler, Provost Marshal’s Office, hiding in an equipment
cage in the dark during a building search exercise at the Community
Center July 21.

Visit 
the official 

MCAGCC facebook page at

http://www.flickr.com/thecombatcenterhttp://www.youtube.com/user/CombatCenterPAOhttp://www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter

The Combat Center 
has its own 

YouTube channel. Find it at 

The Combat Center has its own
Flickr photo and video streams. 

Find them at
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See page B2 for our Liberty Call section
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Relax with the paper

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

Wednesdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star

Thursdays with
The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post

Skyview Chapel
Church of God
Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano

Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

“Celebrating God’s love for all God’s Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

www.stmartinschurch29.org (760) 367-7133

(Missouri Synod)
WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASS 10:30 AM
“Living Under the Son”

59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548

Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church 73331 Sullivan Rd • 29 Palms

(760) 367-9973
 Sunday 10:30am

Child care for all services 
Super Kids Program

www.29palmsag.org

First Assembly of God

Yucca Valley Center for
Spiritual Living

Healing Lives & Building Dreams

Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

760-365-2205
yvcsl.org

Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m. 
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St.JosephOfArim athea
56312Onaga,YuccaValley

(760)365-7133revjanec@aol.com

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086 

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
This Week’s Spotlight Church

“The will of God will 
never take you where 
the grace of God will 

not protect you.”

To All Christians Concerned
I know this is a tall order, but is anyone 
looking for casual fellowship over coffee 
who is a 5-point Calvinist? Amillennial? 

Doesn’t believe in literal Sabbath-keeping, 
mandatory tithing, paedobaptism, or the 
health/wealth gospel? Believes Mat. 24 is 
fulfilled? Believes we are not the Romans 
7 man or part old man and part new man? 

If so, call me at 760-365-6901.

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Child Care

56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley

(760) 365-6331

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

“Celebrating God’s love
for all God’s Children”

72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 
www.stmartinschurch29.org

(760) 367-7133

TOUGH MINDED 
OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

This column sponsored by:

Dr. Lou can be reached at 760-367-4627
800-995-1620

res19m xc@ verizon.net

My friend Claudia of Reno suffered the physical
death of her beloved and beautiful dog Lucy after 13 
years of an extremely warm comradeship, July 14.
Our hearts are with her during these difficult days.

I really have no idea of what lies beyond this life. I
simply live in trust. I strongly believe that the Creator 
of all things has given meaning and dignity to every
aspect of his creation and that his purpose will never 
be defeated by the very creatures he creates.

I believe that in time we will all delight in the
Creator’s design and it will be “marvelous to our
eyes.” May I remind you of the words of the Holy
Scripture, “Eye has not seen nor ear heard what the
Creator has prepared….”

Some time ago one of you telephoned me and
asked if our pets are with us in the afterlife. I once
again replied that I don’t know. I simply believe that
my concept of life beyond this life continues a
relationship with all I have known and loved in this
life. And, of course, that includes our beloved Black, 
Cinderella and Bella. (We believe our precious
Cookie, Saydes and Mona Lisa are eagerly awaiting
our arrival.)

To paraphrase the late great scientist Werner Von
Braun “All I have seen in this life encourages me to
trust all that I have not seen.”
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See page B2 for
Sunset Cinema
movie
schedule

Relax with the paper

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

Wednesdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star

Thursdays with
The Desert Trail

Fridays with
The Observation Post
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The LS3 is a robotic mule, capable of tra-
versing rugged terrain with Marines while car-
rying much of their load. It is programmed to
follow an operator and detect large terrain
objects to maneuver around.

The testing for the LS3 is being observed by
the Marine Corps Warfighting Lab during the
Advanced Warfighting Experiment as part of
Rim of the Pacific 2014, a military multilater-
al training event featuring 22 nations and
roughly 25,000 people.

Lance Cpl. Brandon Dieckmann, a native of
Las Vegas, remembers watching clips of the
LS3 on Youtube before he joined the 
infantry. He said he never would have guessed
he would be chosen to operate the machine,
which has been affectionately nicknamed
“Cujo” by his company.

“The reality (is that it’s) a walking robot and
quadrupedal robotic legs are something 
that can be done (stood out to me),”
Dieckmann said.

“They randomly chose us to operate it,
probably because I wear glasses.”

The Marines used “Cujo” to conduct resup-
ply missions to the various platoons around
the training area. The LS3 brought water to
service members in terrain difficult to reach
by all-terrain vehicles.

“I was surprised how well it works,”
Dieckmann said. “I thought it was going to be
stumbling around and lose its footing, but it’s
actually proven to be pretty reliable and pretty
rugged. It has a bit of a problem negotiating
obliques and contours of hills.”

The LS3 is being used as a logistical tool
during RIMPAC as opposed to a tactical tool,
due to its loud noise during movement and
problems traversing certain terrain.

“I’d say 70 to 80 percent of the terrain we
go through, it can go through,” Dieckmann
said. “There are times when it is going to fall
over, but most of the time it can self-right and
get back up on its own. Even if it doesn’t, it
can take one person to roll it back over. The
way it is designed is that you can easily roll it

back over.”
However, the robotic mule is still in devel-

opment. Dieckmann said creating more 
space within the LS3 for equipment,
like heavy weapons systems, would be 
beneficial for quicker movement in a field or
combat environment.

Some of the Marines have grown attached
to Cujo. In particular, Pfc. Huberth Duarte,
infantryman, India Co., 3/3, and an 
operator for the LS3, says the robotic mule
has become like a dog to him. He also 
mentioned the controls are simple to learn
and have joy sticks. He said, “it feels like 
playing Call of Duty.”

Putting the LS3 in the hands of young
Marines is vital to the development of the

program, according to Ben Spies, contractor,
Boston Dynamics observing the AWE.

“We give the military hands-on [time] so we
can see what they will use it for instead of put-
ting it in a parking lot,” Spies said. “This is the
first time we put the LS3 in a training environ-
ment like this. They push it to the max. It
helps us develop it more, because right now,
only the engineers have it.”

Dieckmann also said he looks forward to
seeing future developments of the program.

“It would be pretty crazy to see a later ver-
sion of it 15-20 years down the line and be
able to say I was one of the first groups that
tested it and brought it to the field on one of
the bigger training exercises,” Dieckmann
said. “It’s pretty surreal.”

Marines experiment with military robotics

MEETING LS3

KAHUKU TRAINING AREA, Hawaii — The Legged Squad Support
System has taken five years in concept developed by Boston Dynamics
and $2 million to create. It is now being thrown into the heart of Kahuku

Training Area – completely controlled and field tested by five young
Marines with India Company, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment.

Lance Cpl. Brandon Dieckmann, infantryman, Company I, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, and native
of Las Vegas, leads the Legged Squad Support System through a grassy area at Kahuku Training Area,
July 12.

Written by Sgt. Sarah Dietz

Lance Cpl. Brandon Dieckmann, infantryman, Company I, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, and Las Vegas native, leads the Legged Squad Support
System through an open field at Kahuku Training Area July 10. The LS3 is experimental technology being tested by the Marine Corps Warfighting Lab
as part of the Advanced Warfighting Experiment during Rim of the Pacific 2014. There are multiple technologies being tested during RIMPAC, the
largest maritime exercise in the Pacific region. This year's RIMPAC features 22 countries and around 25,000 people.

PHOTOS BY SGT. SARAH DIETZ
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Liber t y Call

Sesame Street Tour
USO and the Sesame Street Workshop are bringing the
Sesame Street/USO Experience for military families.
When: Aug. 9 and Aug. 10
Location and time to be determined.
For more information, call 830-5086

Tale of little crash-landed space alien
has familiar extra-terrestrial ring

Sunset Cinema
Friday, July 25

6 p.m. –  The Fault in Our Stars, PG-13

9 p.m. – Edge of Tomorrow 3-D, PG-13

11:30 p.m. –  Think Like a Man Too, PG-13

Saturday, July 26

10 a.m. – Free Admission The Pirate Fairy, G

12:30 p.m. –  How to train your Dragon 2 3-D, PG

3 p.m. – 22 Jump Street, R

5:30 p.m. –  Edge of Tomorrow, PG-13

8: 30 p.m. –  Think Like a Man Too, PG-13

11 p.m. –  Jersey Boys, R

Sunday, July 27

12 p.m. – Free Admission Superman: The Movie, PG

3 p.m. – How to train your Dragon 2, PG

5:30 p.m. –  Deliver us from Evil, R 

8: 30 p.m. –  Tammy, R

Monday, July 28

4 p.m. – Free Admission Spiderman, PG-13

6: 30 p.m. –  Think Like a Man Too, PG-13

Tuesday, July 29

4 p.m. – Free Admission X-Men 2, PG-13

7 p.m. –  Tammy, R

Wednesday, July 30

4 p.m. – Free Admission Batman Begins, PG-13

7 p.m. – Edge of Tomorrow, PG-13

Thursday, July 31

4  p.m. –   Free Admission Fantastic Four: Rise of the  

Silver Surfer, PG

6 p.m. –  How to train your Dragon 2, PG

8:30 p.m. – 22 Jump Street, R

NEIL POND
“Earth to Echo” 

Starring Teo Halm, Astro & Reese Hartwig 
Directed by Dave Green
PG, 89 min.

E.T., phone home — your cell number’s been hacked.
And your identity’s been stolen. But most of the

audience for this adolescent sci-fi adventure yarn,
about a crash-landed space critter and the kids who
discover and assist him, won’t remember the 1982
Steven Spielberg classic to which it obviously owes
its inspiration.

Originally made by Disney then sold off to anoth-
er company for distribution, Earth to Echo features a
cast of unknown young actors in a storyline setup
that will feel familiar to anyone who’s seen E.T. — or
many other movies, for that matter: Three “misfit”
best friends (a nerd, a foster child, and one’s who’s
practically “invisible” to his parents and older broth-
er) are about to be split apart by a massive freeway
construction project that’s going to pave over much
of their suburban neighborhood.

When cell phones in the subdivision begin
freaking out (“barfing” on their display screens, the
kids call it), the trio discerns something that looks
like a map in the digital patterns. They follow the
signals one night, on their bikes, to a deserted field,
where they find a crusty canister containing the lit-
tle owl-like, beep-beeping robotic alien creature
they name Echo.

Then come the mysterious white-jump-suited
grownups with clipboards and flashlights, a cute
female classmate who wants in on the action, and lots
of things younger viewers will find funny, heart-

warming and exciting as the kids learn about Echo’s
plight and band together to help him “go home.”

Making his big-screen debut, director Dave
Green keeps things light and basic, setting up most
of the action around the search for parts Echo
needs to facilitate his journey. The kids and their
little outer-space friend — who already, conve-
niently, looks like a toy in a fast-food kids’ meal —
have a series of close calls in a pawnshop, a game
arcade and a biker bar, always one step ahead of
the men in white.

The young, mostly inexperienced cast is convincing
as friends who’ve discovered something crazy-cool, and
they also work well — and naturally — with the movie’s
contemporary format: The entire story unfolds as a
movie-within-a-movie, a back story the trio of boys
made about their out-of-this-world experience. So we
see the ’tweens as they document each other, fiddling
constantly with their equipment, their camera phones,
cameras mounted on the handlebars of their bikes, spy
cams in their eyeglasses — it’s a movie for today’s tech-
saturated, digital doo-dad, reality-TV times.

Grownups and geeks may fixate on how much the
movie borrows — there’s also more than one nod to
Spielberg’s Close Encounter of the Third Kind, and
a significant parallel to Super 8, which he produced
but didn’t direct, and it will likely make anyone who’s
seen Stand By Me recall the potent nostalgia in its
tale of childhood pals on a thrilling mission one life-
changing summer that bonded them forever.

But kids likely won’t catch any of that — and like-
ly won’t care. Instead, they’ll see a movie that enter-
tains them, makes them laugh, makes them think a bit
about friendship and belonging, and makes them root
for a little waylaid spacebot just trying to make his
way home.

Back to School Week
Back to school week offers a week of activities including
the Education Fair, Pool Party, Fashion show and Back
to school Brigade.
When: Aug. 12 to Aug. 15
Where: Community Center
For more information, call 830-5086

Combat Center Events

Visit the official
MCAGCC 

facebook page at 
http://www.face-

book.com/the
combatcenter

The Combat Center has its 
own YouTube channel 

Find it at
http://www.youtube.com/
user/Combat CenterPAO.

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

Run to the Moon!
11th Annual ~ Full Moon Run

The Town of Yucca Valley
invites runners of all ages to its

11th Annual
Full Moon 5K Run!
RACE DAY: FRIDAY, AUGUST 8, 2014

REGISTRATION 6:00-6:45P.M.
STARTS AT 7:00P.M.

LOCATION: START AND FINISH
AT MACHRIS  PARK
59100 SANTA BARBARA DRIVE
YUCCA VALLEY ,CA

PHONE: (760) 369-7211

WEBSITE: REGISTER ONLINE AT
WWW.YUCCA-VALLEY.ORG/ 

 • Ground Level Units • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly • Month-to-Month Rentals

 STORAGE STORAGE STORAGE

 367-2510
 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 7
6
0

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 State  of t he Art Security 
 Control with Full Time 
 Resident Managers, 
 Household Storage,

 RV, Boat & Auto

Veteran Owned & Operated
Quality Cars • Low Prices • Military Financing

FREE Oil Change & Full Tank of Gas
with Every Car (Military Only)

PATRIOT MOTORS

760-333-2524 •  3968 Adobe Road, 29 Palms

Cinema 6
Showtimes Effective
7/25/14 - 7/31/14

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

Lucy
(R)

  1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
Hercules

(PG13)
2D  4:00  9:00
3D  1:30  6:30
The Purge:
Anarchy (R)

1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00

Planes: Fire & Rescue (PG)
2D  1:30  6:30  9:00

3D  4:00 (760) 365-3315
 (760) 367-3577

 Subscribe
 Today!
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• $10 GREEN FEE - $5 REPLAY
Pro Shop

760-251-1173
Corner Dillion & Bubbling Wells, DHS

www.sandsrvresort.com
Not to be combined with any other offer.

• Excellent Excecutive 
   9 Hole Course

• Par 32

• Pro shop

• Driving Range

• Golf Carts for Rent

SUMMER RATES
June - August 2014

Roadrunner Dunes
4733 Desert Knolls • 29 Palms4733 Desert Knolls • 29 Palms

760-367-5770 • www.RoadRunnerDunesGolf.com760-367-5770 • www.RoadRunnerDunesGolf.com

1. Rental clubs - $61. Rental clubs - $6
2. E Z Go golf carts - $102. E Z Go golf carts - $10

3. Military discounts3. Military discounts
4. 19th hole bar and grill 4. 19th hole bar and grill 
5. Elec handicap system 5. Elec handicap system 

6. PGA professional lessons6. PGA professional lessons

9 holes $129 holes $12
18 holes $1818 holes $18

MILITARY SPECIAL – 18 holes w/cart,
hot dog/beer or soda for only $20

(Active Duty Military and dependents)

Offer good Offer good 
June 1 thru August 31June 1 thru August 31

760-288-GOLF (4653)   760-329-8816760-288-GOLF (4653)   760-329-8816

1550 Bubbling Wells Rd.1550 Bubbling Wells Rd.
Desert Hot SpringsDesert Hot Springs

(East of Palm & Dillion) Entrance at Gate 1

Cal-Am home purchase with an 

annual resident membership of 

golf – ask for details

Open: 6am - 4pm • 7 DaysOpen: 6am - 4pm • 7 Days

Pro Shop 6am - 4pmPro Shop 6am - 4pm

Hidden SpringsHidden Springs

Country ClubCountry Club

Dress code is in effect.

Golf Cart Rental

Green Fee
9 Holes

$10
= for 9 holes = for 18 holes

$15

• Groups of 8 or more $10.00 each

• Replay $10.00

$10 $15
Green Fee
18 Holes

$120 Summer Memberships now available for unlimited play from
June through August 2014

Limited Summer Memberships available and subject to availability.

(951) 922-2536
SALES • CUSTOM BUILDS • SERVICE • TRADE-INS

WE BUY GOLF CARTS
2415 W. RAMSEY ST• UNIT B • BANNING, CA 92220

www.PJsGolfCarts.com
Thank You in Advance for your Business…

20% OFF (REG. $54.00)
Expire 9/30/14

Check Battery Water Levels     Inspect Battery Cables
Inspect Battery Terminal & Connections for Corrosion
Inspect & Adjust Brakes as Necessary    Check Tire Pressure
Inspect Tires & Valve Stems     Check all Lights and Reflectors Lubricate 
Chassis     Inspect Spring Shackle Bushings
Inspect Shock Absorbers and Springs     Pressure Wash Undercarriage
Clean and Detail Entire Cart

12 POINT SERVICE

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�

�
�

�
�

Pickup & 
Delivery 
Service

LARGE SELECTION —OVER 45 GOLF CARTS TO CHOOSE FROM!

$35 9 -18 
HOLES

JULY - SEPTEMBER
$30 9 -18 HOLES

AFTER 1 P.M.
Back 9 holes closed May - Sept for reconstruction

MEXICAN BAR & GRILL

Food items only
offer not valid with any other 

discount or promotion.

760.836.9028   73-325 HWY. 111   Palm Desert California
FreshAgaveMexicanBarandGrill.com

Offer good thru Oct. 15, 2014Offer good thru Oct. 15, 2014
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