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“Gave up broncs for bull riding”
BY PENNY PETTIS
Horses are more dangerous than
bulls!! That’s the opinion of Gysgt.
Jim Cude, of Headquaters and Service
Battalion here. The Gunny began competing on rodeos before joining the
Marine Corps 15 years ago.
In Berone, Texas at the age of 16, a
friend of the Gunny’s persuaded him to
give it a try. For the first three months,
he rode strictly bareback broncs, then
took his first ride on a bull. He rode
in all local amateur rodeos, alternating
between horses and bulls. After several
years of riding he gave up broncs and
stuck strictly to bulls.
“I quit riding bareback horses
because it’s too dangerous. Horses go
up too high and you have to far to fall,”
he said. “Bulls are harder to ride and
they’re dangerous, a person doesn’t take
the chances he would on a horse.”
The stocky 5-foot, 9-inch Texan has
been seriously hurt only twice. Once he
was kicked by a horse and had his ribs

pulled loose on one side, and one time
a bull stepped on him, pulling the tendond in his leg. Luckily, neither incident
required hospitalization.
After joining the Marine Corps and
completing recruit training he was stationed at Marine Corps Base, Camp
Pendleton. He rode every chance he got
until going overseas. While overseas he
was away from the rodeo scene, only to
pick up where he left 13 months later
when he returned to Camp Pendleton.
Gysgt. Cude joined the rodeo team
there for two years until transferred
to Albany, Georgia. He participated
in a few rodeos there but according to
Gunny, there’s not the rodeo interest
there as out West.
Once again the Texas cowboy had
to leave the rodeo action for an overseas tour. Returning to the States he
was assigned to Twentynine Palms.
While stationed here he rode at Camp
Pendleton and was the third in the
standings, when once more he had to
give up riding for a year in Vietnam.
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profession, Jim Shoulders who is
considered the “gran daddy” of bull
riding and is now retired and running
a rodeo school; Casey Tibbs, one of
the well-known saddle bronc riders,
and Jerome Robertson who is presently the bull riding director for RCA
(Rodeo Cowboy Association).
According to the Gunny, rodeo is
considered one of the most competitive
sports, more so than football, baseball,
bowling etc.
“In any team sport, you pit one
team against the other. In rodeos the
individual competes against another individual-plus the animal. Rodeo
people pay their own expenses and if
they don’t win they’re just out money.
There are no team doctors or trainers.
If a rider gets hurts he has no money
coming in.”
Gunny Cude plans to continue
working with the rodeo another four or
five years. After retirement in Arizona
or Texas, he hopes to eventually get
into the rodeo contracting business.
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After his return, he went to Tucson,
Arizona for Inspector-Instructor duty.
The brown-haried Texan did a lot of
riding there as he made most of the
rodeos throughout Arizona and New
Mexico.
Three years later he returned to
Twentynine Palms, riding on the average of 25 rodeos a year. In November
of 1972, he began slowing down. Until
then he rode almost every weekend.
Presently he rides about twice a month.
When he’s not riding he’s either judging
or working for a contractor setting up
arenas, helping with the stock-anything
to make the rodeo a success.
Some of the large rodeos he’s competed in include Long Beach, San Diego
and Brawley, Calif., Las Vegas, Nev.,
and Tucson, Arizona.
Throughout the Texan’s travels,
he has had opportunities to meet
many famous people in the rodeo
world. For example, there’s Larry
Mahan, who won more all-aroundchampionships than anyone in this
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OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to
all military personnel.
In Oceanside:
- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054
- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054
In San Diego:
- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.
- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.
- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.
In National City:
- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.
- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following
locations.
In Twentynine Palms:
- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.
- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.
- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.
In Yucca Valley:
- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:
- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive
For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Center’s officialwebsite at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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WHAT I’VE LEARNED

Jade

LOPEZ

Rifleman, 7th Marine Regiment, 23

BEFORE JOINING THE
MARINE CORPS, LOPEZ
HAD THE OPPORTUNITY
TO TRYOUT FOR KANSAS
CITY SPORTING, WHICH
IS A PROFESSIONAL SOCCER TEAM.

> Two of my biggest hobbies are hunting and playing soccer. I grew up
with both of them and I still try and do both as much as possible.
> Soccer was always around because of friends and family but I didn’t really fall in love with it until high school. My highschool coach taught me everything
that I know. He taught me everything from the skills of the game to how to be
passionate and truly appreciate it.
> I love it so much because you can always get better. No one can be a
perfect soccer player. There is always something new to learn and that is addicting
to me.
> I started out playing mid field. I liked the position because mid fielders
get to see both sides of the game. One minute I’m trying to score a goal and the
next I’m doing my best to defend my goal. I recently started playing defense but I
have always considered myself as someone who can play any position.
> Before the Marine Corps, I had the opportunity to tryout for Kansas City
Sporting. It was a pretty big deal to me because that is a Major League Soccer team
but I ended up enlisting.
> After joining the Marine Corps, soccer slowed down for me because I
obviously had other things to do, but once I returned from my last deployment,
I had the chance to play again.
> I was invited by my neighbor to play on his soccer team for the base
league. I said yes because of how much I missed playing my favorite sport.
> They needed defenders so I volunteered to play there. I soon found out
that the team I joined was the [championship team] of the base league. After playing with them for the past two seasons, we have yet to lose the title.
> I enjoy Twentynine Palms, Calif. because of my friends and my family
but it has made it a lot harder for me to hunt. Nowadays, the only time I get to
hunt is when I go back to Missouri.
> Back home, it’s almost a part of life. A lot of people I know grew up
around hunting but the main reason I hunt is for food. There is something about
hunting your own food that makes it taste better. Some people may think it is
weird to think that way but that’s all I knew.
> I really don’t have a favorite animal to hunt but if I had to choose one,
it would be deer.
> I have learned to appreciate nature from both sides. I am thankful for
nature because it puts food on my table but I also appreciate how beautiful plants
and animals can be.
> Hunting also sparked my interest for guns. I like learning about them,
figuring out how they work, how to maintain them and how to utilize them. That
was one of the reasons I wanted to join the Corps.
> I enlisted in the Marine Corps as an infantryman because that’s what I always thought of when I pictured a Marine and I wanted to be that.
> I always pictured myself in the Marine Corps. I wanted to fight for my country and become a part of the famous brotherhood.
> The brotherhood is probably my favorite thing about the Marine Corps. There aren’t many places you can go where someone will risk their life for you just
because you share the same title. That means a lot to me.I understand I get a paycheck and benefits. Eventually those will run out, but I know the friends I have made
while serving are with me for life.
Story by Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya
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Transportation Marin
readiness during FEX

Pfc. Corey Sullivan, a landing support specialist with Transportation Support Company, Combat Logistics Battalion 6, 2nd Marine Logistics Group guides a CH-53E
Super Stallion during helicopter support team operations at a field exercise aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C. The HST operation allowed landing
support Marines to gain valuable experience.

Friends & Family Day | Saturday Sept. 6 | 10am – 2pm

Families flourish here.
Young families. Growing families. Extended families.
Outdoorsy families. Busy families. Fun-loving families.
Why? Because Sundance offers so much — a central location close to shopping, recreation, and great
schools, wonderful parks, convenient access to mountains and desert, and three
new neighborhoods with some of the most ingenious floorplans
around. It’s the perfect support system for modern-day life.

Oak Valley Pkwy
NORTH

10
60

Starlight Ave

215

LivingSmart Homes®
Estrella
3 to 4 Bedrooms
2.5 to 3 Baths
1,630 - 1,919 sq ft
From the low $200s

LivingSmart Homes®
Sundance
3 to 7 Bedrooms
2 to 4 Baths
1,900 - 3,099 sq ft
From the mid $200s

Woodmont
3 to 6 Bedrooms
3 to 3.5 Baths
GenSmart Suites
2,385 - 3,681 sq ft
From the $300s

Masterfully Planned by
All square footage is approximate; pricing subject to change. Models do not reflect racial preference. Information is accurate
as of the date of the publication. Not all features are available in all homes. Map not to scale. CA Contractor’s License #251810.

Highland Springs Ave

Maybe that’s why so many kinds of families
are happy to call Sundance home.

BEAUMONT

To learn more, call our
New Home Specialist at
951.264.0127 or visit
PardeeHomes.com
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nes build cohesion,
STORY BY LANCE CPL. SULLIVAN LARAMIE

MARINE
CORPS
M O U N T A I N
W A R F A R E
TRAINING CENTER
BRIDGEPORT, Calif.—
More than 90 Marines
with
Transportation
Support
Company,
Combat
Logistics
Battalion 6, 2nd Marine
Logistics Group participated in a field exercise
here, Aug. 18-21, to build
unit cohesion and assess
their capabilities before
beginning a summer training package at the Marine
Corps Mountain Warfare
Training Center.

ensures the Marines react
properly when facing an
ambush or other enemy
contact in a combat zone.
“The training is beneficial because … the Marines
now know how to bound
and provide suppressive
fire,” said Staff Sgt. Jo
Moody, the staff non-commissioned officer in charge
of Second Platoon.
The Marines with
Landing Support Platoon
were also given a chance
to strengthen their skills
during Helicopter Support
Team training, working
with student CH-53E

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. SULLIVAN LARAMIE

A Marine with Transportation Support Company, Combat Logistics Battalion 6, 2nd Marine Logistics Group
fires blank ammunition from a M-240B machine gun while fending off a mock ambush during a field exercise
aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C. The exercise helps the company maintain mission readiness
for future deployments.

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. SULLIVAN LARAMIE

Cpl. Matthew A. Bragg, a motor vehicle operator with
Transportation Support Company, Combat Logistics
Battalion 6, 2nd Marine Logistics Group lies in wait
for a convoy while role-playing an enemy combatant
during a field exercise aboard Marine Corps Base
Camp Lejeune, N.C. The company held a nearly
week-long field exercise to build teamwork and ensure
the Marines maintain a field-oriented mindset prior to
the unit’s upcoming mountain warfare training.

“The exercise was mostly for the camaraderie and
re-introduction to the field
environment,” said 1st Sgt.
Sarah J. Nolan, the first
sergeant of TS Company.
“Of course, we can’t give
them the mountains and
we can’t give them the cold
mornings [of MWTC], but
we can at least get them
back in the habit of life in
the field.”
The company conducted a variety of training,
including: vehicle-mounted and foot patrols with
fellow Marines role-playing the enemy aggressors,
classes in lifesaving battlefield medical procedures,
helicopter support exercises, and a vehicle-mounted
machine gun range.
“Some of the Marines
did their crew-served
weapons shoot,” said
Nolan, a native of Hibbing,
Minn. “That’s a good
training event because the
[Transportation Support]
Marines don’t often get a
chance to move and shoot
and maneuver their vehicles. They got a lot out of it
and it was a big confidence
builder.”
The three motor transportation platoons practiced maneuvering under
fire in High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles,
or HMMWVs. While one
vehicle moved forward,
another provided covering fire with live ammunition. The realistic training

Cinema 6
Showtimes Effective

8/5/14 - 9/11/14

Super Stallion pilots from
Marine Corps Air Station
New River. They practiced
attaching thousands of
pounds in supplies to a
cable suspended below the
helicopter, hovering above
their heads.
Second Lt. John C.
Vroom, the platoon commander of LS platoon,
said that the Marines in the
platoon trained frequently
to perform this task, knew
their jobs and worked well
together.
The Marines ended the
nearly week-long exercise
with a field meet to solidify the camaraderie built
by the company during
the operation. Activities
included a football tournament and a cookout
meal of hamburgers and
hotdogs off the grill. A
warriors’ night followed
the field meet where the
Marines entertained each

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. SULLIVAN LARAMIE

Marines with Transportation Support Company, Combat Logistics Battalion 6, 2nd Marine Logistics Group
play football at the end of a field exercise aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C. The Marines
ended the nearly week-long exercise with a field meet and warriors’ night to solidify the camaraderie built by
the company during the operation.

other with skits, jokes and
impressions.
“The biggest takeaway
for this training is the
camaraderie and the teamwork aspect of the exercise,” said Nolan. “They’re
going to need it at the
mountain warfare training
because it’s going to be a
gut check.”
The company is scheduled to endure the harsh
field conditions of mountain warfare training in
September 2014 at MWTC
Bridgeport, Calif.

Center for Healthy Generations

September 12, 2014 • 6-9 p.m.
Grand Prize is $1,000 Visa Gift Card

Tickets are $30.00 each or a
Quack-Pack(5) for $120.00
Each ticket is good for

Marios’s Italian Dinner
When The Game Stands Tall
(PG13)
1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
Lets Be Cops
(R)
1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
As Above, So Below
(R)
1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
(PG13)
3D 4:00
2D 1:30 6:30 9:00
1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre.com

and entry for the raffle.

For tickets, please call the Chamber of Commerce
at (760) 365-6363 or
Center for Healthy Generations
at (760) 365-9661 or stop by our facility at
57121 Sunnyslope Drive in Yucca Valley

Live Auction by Jack Pope!
Raffle License RF0004183
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Single Marine Program hosts poker
tournament aboard Combat Center

Lance
Cpl.
Christopher
Guzman, student, Company
A, Marine Corps communication-Electronics School,
contemplates his next move
during the poker tournament
sponsored by the Single
Marine Program at The
Zone. The event was open to
Marines and sailors stationed
at the Combat Center.

The Combat Center’s single Marines Program held a poker tournament for active-duty
service members at The Zone. The personnel competing in the tournament, sit patiently to have their cards dealt to them.
Sgt. Rudy Urias, mechanic, Headquarters
Company, 7th Marine Regiment, converses with
fellow Marines and Sailors during a poker tournament hosted at The Zone. The tournament is
offered by the Single Marine Program.

Marines and sailors prepare for another hand to be
dealt at a poker tournament held at The Zone. The
poker tournament is open to all active-duty personnel
aboard the installation and is held on the last Friday
of every moth.

Photos by Cpl. Alejandro Bedoya

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
(760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com
Jane L. Crase, Vicar

Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel
Church of God

This Week’s Spotlight Church

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
Sunday 10:00 A.M.
- Worship
DESERT
Sunday School Child Care CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Worship Service

Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree

Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086
www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

I know this is a tall order, but is anyone
looking for casual fellowship over coffee
who is a 5-point Calvinist? Amillennial?
Doesn’t believe in literal Sabbath-keeping,
mandatory tithing, paedobaptism, or the
health/wealth gospel? Believes Mat. 24 is
fulfilled? Believes we are not the Romans
7 man or part old man and part new man?
If so, call me at 760-365-6901.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

10:00 am
9:00 am
7:30 am

Healing Lives & Building Dreams
Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”

760-365-2205

72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC)
www.stmartinschurch29.org
(760) 367-7133

yvcsl.org

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley

(760) 365-6331

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

Yucca Valley Center for
Spiritual Living

St. Martin-In-The-Fields

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Child Care

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086

“The will of God will
never take you where
the grace of God will
not protect you.”

To All Christians Concerned

Sunday School & Eucharist
Sunday Gospel Meditation
Weds. Morning Prayer

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

(Missouri Synod)

WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASS 10:30 AM
“Living Under the Son”
59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548
Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590

First Assembly of God
73331 Sullivan Rd • 29 Palms

(760) 367-9973
Sunday 10:30am

Child care for all services
Super Kids Program
www.29palmsag.org

TOUGH MINDED
OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

I want to re-introduce you to a tremendous lady who is
the epitome of what it is to be a positive thinker, in other
words, a tough minded optimist.
Her name is Frieda Burdette and I have had the joy of
knowing her almost 18 years. She is a wonderful person
who has a genuine concern for the welfare of others.
Frieda is truly an amazing person. She is 75 years old
and has earned a well deserved reputation for her
leadership in sharing the beauties of our incredible world
with her well-publicized group titled “Frieda’s Happy
Hoofers.”
Frieda invites anyone and everyone of any age, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, church membership, political affiliation,
etc. to join the group and simply enjoy. No pledge of
regular participation is required. Why not give it a try.
September 8 the hike is at Oak Glen Preserve. It’s
Apple season! The main Loop Trail is 2 miles. There are
several spur trails--some ups and downs with several
ponds and wetlands. Meet at the Park and Ride on
Kickapoo Trail in Yucca Valley. Lunch will be at Apple
Annie’s.
On September 22 the hike will be at Morongo Preserve
Canyon Trail Walk for about an hour, then return. Meet at
the Preserve Parking Lot at 9:00 AM. Lunch at the
Morongo Café.
September 29 the hike is at the Morongo Preserve
Boardwalk... 2/3 of a mile, level, many benches along the
way. Everyone is welcome. Canes, walkers, wheelchairs
ok. Meet at the Preserve parking lot at 10 AM. Lunch at
the Morongo Café.
Let her know if you are attending. Frieda’s telephone
number is 1-760-364-2872. Join the fun!
This column sponsored by:

Dr. Barry Mayron
Yucca Valley
Jack Kennedy
Joshua Tree
760-367-4627
800-995-1620
res19mxc@verizon.net

Dr. Lou can be reached at
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MCBHTaliban
change
of command
1/7 disrupts
insurgents
to assist
retrograde
operations
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Brian P.
Annichiarico (right) passes the
Marine Corps Base Hawaii unit colors to Col. Eric E. Schaefer (left)
symbolizing the passing of command during the MCBH change of
command ceremony at hangar 101
aboard MCAS Kaneohe Bay,
Wednesday.

Lance
Cpl.
Javier
Martinez, mine sweeper, Bravo Company, 1st
Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, searches for
improvised
explosive
devices with a mine
sweeper during a mission in Helmand province, Afghanistan, Aug.
16. Martinez, a native
of San Antonio, Texas,
and the company operated in Helmand province
to disrupt enemy insurgents while retrograde
operations were ongoing
nearby.

[

Photo by: Lance Cpl. Aaron S. Patterson

Lance Cpl. Danny Robinson, machine gunner, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
carries an M240B medium machine gun on his back while maneuvering to a patrol base during a
mission in Helmand province, Afghanistan, Aug. 16. Robinson, a native of Longmont, Colo., and the
company operated in Helmand province to disrupt enemy insurgents while retrograde operations were
ongoing nearby.

[

Photo by: Sgt. Joseph Scanlan
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Marines with Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, wait inside a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter before being transported to an objective to start
a mission in Helmand province, Afghanistan, Aug. 16,
2014. The company operated in Helmand province to
disrupt enemy insurgents while retrograde operations
were ongoing nearby.
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Combat Center returns
to the Grid Iron

‘First
team’
leads the fight
Infantrymen engage Taliban insurgents
]
during 4th of July weekend [
Story and photos by
Cpl. Joseph Scanlan

into a different area of Gereshk. Insurgents were heard as the infantrymen maneuvered across a
awaiting the Marines’ arrival and fired rounds tilled field with full combat loads. Suddenly
from several compounds at the helicopters. The machine gun and small-arms fire exploded from
crew chiefs aboard the helicopters responded to the corner of a compound nearly 150 meters
the enemy fire with mounted .50 caliber machine away from the Marines.
guns and silenced the enemy fighters.
Machine gunners with M240B medium
The company landed in the area shortly after machine guns instantly returned fire. Deafening
and began patrolling on foot. A combat engineer gunfire and explosions filled the area within a
led the infantrymen through several freshly har- matter of seconds. The only objects protecting
vested fields with a mine sweeper. Often times the Marines were a flimsy mud wall and a small
disturbed earth or protruding wires can be visual berm, the Marines needed to move from their
indicators of an improvised explosive device. positions. Staff Sgt. Matthew Ingwerson, plaThe patrol had to rely on mine sweepers to pro- toon sergeant, Co. B., immediately took charge.
tect their lives as they maneuvered across fields
“Everybody looks in one direction, at either
with entirely disturbed earth in darkness.
the platoon commander or platoon sergeant, and
The sun began to rise over the horizon at 4:30 someone has to remain level headed because if
a.m. and squads of infantrymen were already at the leadership starts losing their mind, the
their designated compounds. Locals emerged from Marines start breaking down and they start losing
their homes and began their morning prayers. The their confidence in their abilities,” said
infantrymen respected their Ingwerson, a native of Nampa, Idaho. “I try to
customs and waited for their mitigate as much stress as I can in order to allow
BY CPL. ALEJANDRO BEDOYA
prayers to conclude before my squads to maneuver effectivelyPHOTO
and to
ensure
enrolling the Afghans
into a prepare
the junior
confidence
do things during the
Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 and Marine Corps Communication-Electronics
School
to Marines
collide have
at the
line oftoscrimmage
biometrics system. The they thought they could never do before.”
Preseason Jamboree at Felix Field.
Marines patrolled smoothly
Machine gunners provided suppressive fire as
about the area without harass- riflemen sprinted for their lives across an open
STORY BY CPL. ALEJANDRO BEDOYA
ment, but the mounted ele- field to reach the insurgents. Bullets kicked up
ment did not. Four vehicles dust as they impacted between the Marines’ feet,
Felix Field is now a place for all Combat Center patrons
struck IEDs; miraculously, no and many of the Marines ran faster than they
to enjoy Americas favorite fall sport: football. Semper Fit
one was injured. After hours ever had before. ANA soldiers led them into
of patrolling and interacting compounds to search for insurgents and queshas started up its intramural tackle football league after
sky was
black and theFour
sun had
not yet risen, July with locals, the Marines set up security at a landing tion locals. The fire slowly died out and the insura two-year hiatus due to field
construction.
teams
4. They
began toforpatrol
across freshly tilled zone and extracted from the area to prepare for gents retreated.
were created by different units
to compete
the chamfields while monitoring the surrounding area their final day of the operation.
After conducting a thorough search of the
pionship at the end of awith
twelve-week
season. Marine
night vision goggles mounted on their
Once again the company gathered aboard the surrounding area and enrolling several Afghans
Wing Support Squadron 374,
Combat
Logistics Battalion
Kevlar
helmets.
Camp Bastion flightline and departed friendly into a biometrics system, the company linked up
7, 1st Tank Battalion and Marine
Corps
CommunicationBy sunrise the
Marines arrived at compounds lines in the bellies of helicopters. As the infantry- with the mounted element and departed the area
Electronics School have allandfielded
comprised
beganteams
to interact
withoflocal Afghans. men neared the area, small-arms fire spewed via Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected vehicles.
Suspiciousand
areas
weremembers
being investigated and from compounds below.
Every Marine returned to base unharmed after
Marines, sailors, DoD contractors
family
locals were being questioned when the infantry“We came under pretty heavy fire from about the three days of kinetic activity with their miswho are 18 and above.
men came under enemy fire.
five different points of origin.” Kay said. “When sion accomplished.
Jamboree
Insurgents engaged the Marines from three I looked out of the helicopter I could see tracer
“A lot of coalition forces haven’t been presAug. 27, all four teams took
the field ready to compete
different positions with machine guns, AK-47s rounds flying into the sky.”
ent in that area recently,” Kay said. “The
in a friendly preseason jamboree.
Each team hadrifle.
a chance
and a precision-grade
The Marines immeThe crew chiefs returned fire and the helicop- Taliban start getting comfortable in places and
to play each other in a 15-minute
quarter,
per
game.
The
diately took cover and began
to maneuver on ter pilots continued with their mission and land- think they can do whatever they want. We told
officials and scorekeepers were
volunteers
from
across
the fire. Machine ed to offload the Marines. Once on the ground, them that they are not safe there. I don’t care if
the enemy
fighters
while
returning
gunners
M240B
medium
base. Other volunteers included
somewith
of the
coaching
staff. machine guns squads split up to move to different compounds. they go north, south, east, or west; the Marines
provided with
suppressing
several Marines Daylight broke as Marines finished speaking are going to find them. We denied their ability
According to a sports specialist
Semper fire
Fit, as
a lot
across an
open football
field to reach a better with locals at a compound and then patrolled to to consolidate and their ability to plan and we
of patrons are excited to sprinted
see intramural
tackle
position.
their next objective. Only the deep breaths and also showed the local population that we are
start up again and that it hasfiring
been
a long time coming, but
Audible cracks, pops and explosions of gun- crunch of boots crushing dried hay could be there to help them.”
the field was well worth thefire
wait.and high-explosive munitions quaked
Players maintained professionalism
and good village
sports-as the Marines
across the surrounding
manship on and off the field.
Sergeant
Martez McDuffie
gained
fire superiority.
Riflemen with M16A4
M4A1 Carbines and M27 Infantry
is a player as well as a coachservice
fromrifles,
MWSS-374.
Rifles gathered
the prone position
“As a spectator, I paidAutomatic
close attention
to the inthree
behind
berms
and things
returned
fire at the insurother teams,” said McDuffie.
“They
all have
about
gents. Bullets zoomed within inches of several
them that they do very well.”
Marines, but after several minutes of exchangIn between games, some
weren’t
playingand no Marines
ingplayers
fire, thewho
firefight
concluded
on the field supported and were
cheered
on
their
fellow
league
injured.
members, regardless of what Itteam
were on.after
Others
was they
mid-morning
the firefight when
Marines
moved
received coaching on whatthe
to fix
and how
to to
fixset
it. up a security posture
for a landingI zone
a nearby
field to prepare to
“Now as a coach of MWSS-374,
mustinsay
that our
from sides
the area.
team has a lot of work to extract
do on both
of theTwo
ball,”CH-53E Super
Stallion helicopters arrived shortly after. The
Bryant said. “We will prepare
for next week’s game and
infantrymen darted through a cyclone of dirt
be ready for CLB-7.”
and hay caused by the helicopters’ rotors and
The return of tackle football
arrived back on Camp Bastion within several
Felix Field underwent renovations
2013 to make
it of operations Lance Cpl. Michael Manues, machine gunner, Co. B, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, prominutes. Theincompany’s
first day
PHOTO BY CPL. ALEJANDRO BEDOYA
had concluded;
two more
to follow.
vides security with an M240B medium machine gun during a mission in Helmand
province,
more family friendly and accessible.
It requires
littlewere
to no
Afghanistan,
July
6.
The following
morningCenter
the company
Sgt.inserted
Martez McDuffie, embarkation specialist, Marine Wing Support Squadron 374, begins walking off the field
maintenance and is cost effective
for the Combat
to maintain. Patrons have long awaited the return of tack- after a turnover during the Preseason Jamboree at Felix Field.
CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan –
While many Americans in the United States were
celebrating during the Fourth of July weekend,
Marines with Co. B, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, were engaging Taliban insurgents in
Helmand province, Afghanistan.
The infantrymen along with Afghan National
Army soldiers operated within close proximity of
Camp Leatherneck to continue disruption operations and prevent future attacks on the Camps
Bastion and Leatherneck, July 4 - 6.
“Our job was to investigate some compounds
of interest in order to deny the insurgents the
ability to consolidate in certain areas where they
could potentially plan attacks,” said 1st Lt. Robert
Kay, platoon commander, Co. B and a native of
Palmdale, Calif.
The Co. B Marines inserted into Gereshk via
CH-53E Super Stallion helicopters while the

“

When I looked out of
the helicopter I could
see tracer rounds flying
into the sky.”

-1st Ltl. Robert Kay

le football and are now excited to get the season started.
A lot of players were excited and showed devotion,
to include Petty Officer 2nd Class, Tony Bryant, wide
receiver, MWSS-374.
“All teams showed up,” Bryant said. “There was a lot
of passion on the field tonight and it felt good to get back
at it.”
This preseason jamboree gave all teams the opportunity to compete and measure their skills and strategies
against their opponents. At the end of every game, the
teams lined up and showed good sportsmanship by congratulating each other for completing their first preseason
game.
“I’m proud of our team’s performance but we have to
perfect some things,” said Bryant.
The intramural tackle football league is held every
Wednesday night at Felix Field. The season will go for
12 weeks and attendees are welcome. To get information
about times and schedules please contact Semper Fit at
(760)830-6857.

PHOTO BY CPL. ALEJANDRO BEDOYA

PHOTO BY CPL. ALEJANDRO BEDOYA

Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374 and
Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School go headto-head for the first time during the Preseason Jamboree
at Felix Field. Intramural tackle football is scheduled to be
hosted every Wednesday at the same field.

Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 374
and Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School
demonstrate good sportsmanship by congratulating
each other on their performance during the Preseason
Jamboree at Felix Field.
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Liberty Call

Combat Center Events
Marine Corps Community Services is scheduled to host
the 239th Marine Corps Birthday Endurance Relay Run.
Participants will compete in teams of 10. The overall goal
for the run is to complete 239 miles. The race will be held
above the East Gym and will begin Oct. 3 at 5 p.m.
Marine Corps Community Services is scheduled to host
Century Anger Management classes at building 1438 in
classroom 1. The sessions will be held Sept. 11, 16, 18,
23, and 25 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The classes are open to
service members and families.
The Combat Center Fire Department has begun selling tickets for its 17th annual chili lunch. This year’s
event will take place at fire station 451 or Bldg. 1516,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 8. For more information,
please call coordinators at 830-5239.
The Single Marine Program is offering several volunteer events and group outings to active-duty Marines
aboard the Combat Center. The “Marines Got Talent”
show is scheduled to be hosted at the Sunset Cinema
Sept. 5 for all hands to watch for free. The talent show
is one of several events that can be attended through
the SMP.

Sunset Cinema
Friday - September 05, 2014
8:30 PM-Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (3-D) PG-13
11:30 PM-Guardians of the Galaxy (3-D) PG-13
Saturday - September 06, 2014
10:00 AM-Mr. Peabody and Sherman
(NDVD - Free Admission) PG
12:30 PM-Guardians of the Galaxy (3-D) PG-13
3:30 PM-Dawn of the Planet of the Apes PG-13
6:30 PM-Hercules PG-13
9:00 PM-Get On Up PG-13
11:50 PM
MIDNIGHT - 12AM
MIDNIGHT MOVIE – LUCY R
Sunday - September 07, 2014
12:00 AM-Lucy R
12:00 PM-Guardians of the Galaxy PG-13
3:00 PM-The Hundred-Foot Journey PG
6:00 PM-Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (3-D) PG-13
8:30 PM-Into the Storm PG-13
Monday - September 08, 2014
5:00 PM-Hercules (3-D) PG-13
7:30 PM-Sex Tape R
Tuesday - September 09, 2014
5:00 PM-Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (3-D) PG-13
7:30 PM-Lucy R
Wednesday - September 10, 2014
5:00 PM-The Fluffy Movie PG-13
7:00 PM-Guardians of the Galaxy (3-D) PG-13
Thursday - September 11, 2014
3:30 PM-Hamburger Hill (Free Admission) R
5:10 PM-Black Hawk Down (Free Admission) R
8:00 PM-Into the Storm PG-13
Friday - September 12, 2014
4:00 PM Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (3-D) PG-13
6:30 PM Guardians of the Galaxy (3-D) PG-13
9:30 PM Dawn of the Planet of the Apes PG-13
11:50 PM
MIDNIGHT - 12AM
MIDNIGHT (12AM) MOVIE - THE GIVER PG-13

Old Soldiers

Stallone & Co. are showing their age in third testosterone fest
NEIL POND
“The Expendables 3”
Starring Sylvester Stallone, Arnold
Schwarzenegger
& Mel Gibson
Directed by Patrick Hughes
PG-13
In the opening scene of this slambang, testosterone-fest reunion of aging
action-movie icons, Sylvester Stallone’s
character points to a frankfurter-sized
finger of his meaty fist and a skullshaped glob of silver—his Expendables
“lucky ring.”
The Expendables franchise, about
a group of super-covert, battle-scarred
warriors hired to do the U.S. government’s dirty work, has indeed been lucky
for Stallone. He’s had both his bank
account and his ego fed by the success
of the previous two movies, which he
also had a big hand in either directing
or writing.
In the movies, his team is “expendable” because their work is so dangerous, and their missions so secret, no one
knows—or can afford to care—if they
live or die.
How ironic—since the Expendables
don’t seem expendable at all. They just

keep coming back, again and again, and
Stallone and his co-stars are a veritable,
tried-and-true Hollywood guy-movie
who’s who. These are some “dependable” Expendables.
And if anything, they just keep getting more “expandable.” In this excursion, the grizzled, gung-ho wagon train
links up former E-team stalwarts Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Dolph Lundgren, Terry
Crews, Wesley Snipes, Jason Statham,
Randy Couture and Jet Li with new addons Harrison Ford, Mel Gibson, Kelsey
Grammer (yes, Dr. Crane from Cheers
and Frazier!) and Antonio Banderas,
and a group of younger Expendablesin-training—Kellan Lutz, Glen Powell,
boxing champ Victor Oritz and mixed
martial arts fighter Ronda Rousey, the
sole female invited into the boys’-club
sandbox of bullet-spraying machine
guns, missile-launching bazookas,
exploding trains, dive-bombing helicopters and ka-booming army tanks.
There’s a wisp of a subplot about
the old-school Expendables (with their
knives and guns) vs. the new young
high-tech Expendables (with their
computers and cameras and drones).
But now, four years and three movies
into the franchise, the just-plain-old
Expendables are beginning to wear vis-

ibly thin, the plots have ground down
to near nothingness, the wisecracks
aren’t wise or crack-y anymore, and the
original stars mostly lumber around
like middle-aged slabs of spa-toned
beefcake. And this movie, in particular,
is so bloated with actors, there’s not
much space for any of them. Some,
like martial arts champion Jet Li, are
relegated to little more than a cameo.
When the first movie came out, in
2010, it was an homage to Hollywood’s
long tradition of Dirty Dozen-style,
action-caper, military-mission flicks, as
well as an adrenaline shot of career-rejuvenating mojo for Stallone and some of
his action-movie pals from the ’80s and
’90s. Now, as Neil Young’s “Old Man”
plays and Stallone’s character proudly
watches his young protégés carouse in
a barroom, it seems like the original
Expendable is thinking about finally
easing out of the picture—or at least
making much more room for a younger, leaner, greener set of espionage and
counter-terrorism experts.
At
one
point,
Trench
(Schwarzenegger) tells Barney (Stallone)
he’s through. “I’m getting out of this
business,” he says, “and so should you.”
Maybe it’s finally time for Stallone to
take that Expendables advice to heart.
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Reader’s choice awards
esented by Hi-Desert Publishing Co.,
to recognize the Basin’s BEST
businesses, restaurants
& services.
Call to subscribe to the Hi-Desert Star, (760) 365-3315 or The Desert Trail, (760) 367-3577 today!

YOU, our readers will
choose your FAVORITES!

Only ballots with 20 or more
categories voted for
will be entered.

BEST of the BEST in the Basin Categories!

clip

here

BEST Art Gallery or Framing Shop

19. BEST Entertainment Venue

37. BEST Place to See a Movie

BEST Auto Retailer

20. BEST Financial Services, Taxes, and/or Bookkeeping

38. BEST Place to Stay

BEST Auto Services

21. BEST Fitness Center

39. BEST Psychological Service/Therapist

BEST Barber

22. BEST Florist

40. BEST Print News Source

BEST Beauty Salon

23. BEST Hearing Aid Office

41. BEST Radio Station

BEST Business Providing Building Improvements & Repairs

24. BEST Insurance Office

42. BEST Local Real Estate Office

BEST Catering Company

25. BEST Landscaper

43. BEST Recreation or Sporting Goods Store

BEST Chiropractic Office

26. BEST Legal Services

44. BEST Large Retail Store

BEST Cleaning Service

27. BEST Local Non-profit/Service Organization

45. BEST Small Local Retail Store

BEST Contractor

28. BEST New Business (Open 6 Months Or Less)

46. BEST Senior Care Facility

BEST Copy and Print Shop

29. BEST Optometrist Office

47. BEST Tattoo Shop

BEST Cultural Attraction

30. BEST Pest Control Service

48. BEST Tire Services/Sales

BEST Cup Of Coffee

31. BEST Pet Service (Non Medical)

49. BEST Veterinarian

BEST Daycare/Preschool

32. BEST Pharmacy

50. BEST Web Design

BEST Dentist Office

33. BEST Photographer

51. BEST Yard Clean Up & Hauling

BEST Doctor’s Office

34. BEST Place to Buy Groceries

52. Write In Nomination

BEST Dry Cleaner and/or Alterations

35. BEST Place To Drink

BEST Electronic News Source

36. BEST Place to Eat

llot submitted by:

se note: Contact information required to be entered into participant prize drawing. Participant must vote in a minimum of
categories for the ballot to be counted. Businesses for consideration must be in operation for a minimum of 6 months.

m e:

Only one ballot per person, bring o
original paper ballots
(no copies please) or go online

hidesertstar.com or
deserttrail.com
to place your votes!

St
, ate:

one:

Voting thru 8/25/

Em ai
:l
Yes, I would like to receive future email notifications of special

Please submit newspaper ballots or go onlin
Must vote in a least 20 categories to qualify for g
One vote per person. No copies accepted

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

