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Yucca Valley
hosts 15th Annual
Veterans Day tribute

BY LANCE CPL. JULIO MCGRAW

YUCCA VALLEY — The sun shined on a picturesque
day as the National Anthem was sung and the Combat
Center color guard presented the American flag. A sense
of patriotism and pride was felt over the crowd of veter-
ans, active-duty service members and civilians at the 15th
Annual Morongo Basin Veterans Day Tribute at the Yucca
Valley community center in Yucca Valley, Tuesday. The
event alternates where it is held each year between Yucca
Valley and Twentynine Palms. It offered static displays of
military vehicles and equipment like the Logistics Vehicle
System Replacement, a Medium Tactical Vehicle Replace-
menwwt and a High Mobility Multi-purposed Wheeled
Vehicle from the Combat Center and other vehicles from
law-enforcement agencies in the area along with a free
barbecue lunch.

“The tribute ceremony is held to take a moment and
recognize the efforts of veterans that have served in the
past and present,” said Curtis Yakimow, Yucca Valley town
manager and a coordinator for the Veterans Day tribute.

Mayor Robert Lombardo, Yucca Valley mayor, was the
master of ceremonies and Col. John Kasperski, assistant
chief of staff of G-4 installation and logistics, was the guest
speaker.

“I love this event and it is good that the community does
this for veterans,” said retired Army Spc. Peter Schmuckle,
a Purple Heart Medal recipient and guest at the Tribute
Ceremony. “Coming home from Vietnam, a lot of us did not
have this type of support or homecoming. I'm glad that the
community puts on this event for people like me, we really
appreciate it.”

Veterans Day was created to thank all service mem-
bers for preserving freedom. The holiday is celebrated by
communities thanking service members, past and pres-
ent, in different ways. More than 400 people were pres-
ent at the event, including Veterans from every branch of
service, who served in conflicts from WWII to Operation
Enduring Freedom.

“The event is brief but meaningful,” Yakimow said.
“It is a [Morongo] basin-wide approach to thank the vet-

See TRIBUTE page A6

239 YEARS
STRONG

Lance Cpl. Rafael Fernandez, special intelligence
system administrator, G-6 Communications and
Information Systems, marches into position dressed
as a Marine from the war of 1812 during the uniform
pageant at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Nov. 6.

For story and more photos, see Page B1

The Climb:
Marines scale
rocks at JTNP

BY PFC. MEDINA
AYALA-LO

JOSHUA TREE NA-
TIONAL PARK — The sun
shines bright over a moun-
tainous landscape as one-by-
one, Marines ascend the rock
face. As they climb higher,
they look for natural grooves
in the rock to better anchor
them on their way to the
top. Joshua Tree Uprising
in association with Mil-Tree,
a non-profit organization,
hosted a rock-climbing event
for Marines at Joshua Tree
National Park, Sunday.

“The rock climbing can
sometimes be scary but it’s
the safest form of climbing,”
said Sue Cram, owner and
lead guide for Joshua Tree
Uprising. “We are all 25-
plus’ year climbing veterans
and we do this full time. So
when people want to come
out here, it’s as safe as it can
possibly be.”

Joshua Tree Nation-
al Park is home to a vast
amount of desert wildlife.
It is open year-round and
hosts a variety of activities
for any participants; hiking,
rock climbing and nature
walks to name a few.

“It helps people that
come from a lot of differ-

PFC. MEDINA AYALA-LO
Lance Cpl. Niccolo Bono-
mo, recreation attendant,
Single Marine Program,
descends a rock face
during a rock-climbing
event for members of
the SMP at Joshua Tree
National Park, Sunday.
Events such as this one
are open to all Marines and
sign up is available at The
5th Street Zone.

ent places who don’t really
know [many people] on base

See CLIMB page A6

Helping Hands gets helpmg hands

BY CPL. KATE SEILER

SAN BERNARDINO — A radio is play-
ing music through a portable speaker and
the smell of onions fills the air of the worn
down warehouse where volunteers spend
their spare time seven days a week. From
the outside, the building looks abandoned
and graffiti covers the surrounding areas
making it obvious that this neighborhood
isn’t the most fortunate. It is a neighbor-
hood that is located in the second most
poverty stricken city in America. There is
a small sign on the door that says ‘Helping
Hands Food Pantry’ and a very welcoming
gentleman just on the other side of it.

Marines, sailors and civilians bag fresh
groceries for low-income families who cannot
afford groceries from the local San Bernardi-
no Helping Hands Food Pantry, Saturday.

According to the Helping Hands Food
Pantry’s website, their mission is “to serve,
by providing a place where those in need
can come for relief from hunger and find
acceptance, while being assisted in finding
other resources for their needs, both physi-
cal and spiritual.”

They serve more than 10,000 men, wom-
en and children every week and have about

340 volunteers every week.

“The volunteers come from the local col-
leges, high schools, churches and the neigh-
borhoods that benefit from this program,”
said Veronica Roman, volunteer.

Marines from the Combat Center had
the opportunity to give back to the com-
munity by volunteering at Helping Hands.
They bagged food and loaded it onto a food
truck that stops around the city in six dif-
ferent locations to provide homeless people
with nutritious food.

Lance Cpl. Brandon Taylor, Headquar-
ters Battalion, Alpha Company, adminis-
trative specialist, was one of the Marines
that volunteered through the Single Ma-
rine Program.

“I am bagging food for the homeless for
the holidays to help out the community.
I feel that, since I'm not deployed, that I
should give back my time,” said Taylor.

The SMP offers many opportunities sim-
ilar to the Helping Hands Pantry and is
located at The Zone aboard the Combat
Center. Active duty single Marines are
eligible for all events. If you have any ques-
tions or would like more information about
other events, please contact The Zone at
(760) 830-8454.
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CPL. KATE SEILER

Lance Cpl. Brandon Taylor, administrative specialist, Headquarters Battalion and
Seaman Jory King, corpsman, Headquarters and Support Company, 1st Battalion, 7th
Marine Regiment, help move boxes of fresh food to load onto a food truck at the San
Bernardino Helping Hands Food Pantry, Saturday. The event supported more than

900 homeless people with fresh and nutritious food.

Marine Corps’ Top Shot

Every week, thousands of fans vote for the week on the
best photograph, posted on the Corps’ Facebook page.
This weeks top shot comes from Cpl. Matthew Callahan.

You voted and this week’s Corps Top Shot comes from Cpl. Matthew Callahan. He captured the

CPL. KATE SEILER

image as Marines with Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting doused the flames engulfing a mobile aircraft
firefighting training device as a part of night-time 360 degree firefighter training aboard Marine Corps
Air Station Kaneohe Bay, Oct. 30.

Marines, sailors and civilians bag fresh onions to take
to low-income families who cannot afford groceries from
local grocery stores at San Bernardino Helping Hands
Food Pantry, Saturday. More than 30 volunteers partici-
pated in the event to provide food for the less fortunate.
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erans and make everyone event wrapped up, smiles veterans present. For they returned home, the
feel like one community.”  and thankfulness could some who did not receive tribute gave them that
As the Veterans Day be seen on the faces of a proper ‘thank you’ when and more.

LANCE CPL. JULIO MCGRAW

Col. John Kasperski, assistant chief of staff, G-4 instal-

Lance cpL. suio mceraw  lation and logistics, speaks in front of a crowd thanking

Cpl. Jordan Hoover, motor transportation operator, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, Cpl. Milton Hill, all of the veterans in attendance at the 15th Annual

field radio operator, 3rd LAR, Sgt. Dylan Messner, heavy equipment operator, 3rd LAR, and Cpl. Jose Silva, admin- Morongo Basin Veterans Day Tribute at the community

istrative clerk, 3rd LAR, prepare to present the colors at the 15th Annual Morongo Basin Veterans Day Tribute at center in Yucca Valley, Tuesday. Kasperski completed

the community center in Yucca Valley, Tuesday. The 3rd LAR provided the color guard for the event and Combat officer candidate school and was commissioned as a
Logistics Battalion 7 provided military vehicles for static dlsplays 2nd Lieutenant in 1986.

CLIMB, from A1l

and gives them an opportunity to meet new
people and have a good time,” said Pfc. Mi-
chael Trout, student, Marine Corps Commu-
nication-Electronics School.

Joshua Tree Uprising was founded in
1999 and their reach spans to military orga-
nizations all over the country. Cram founded
the organization in hopes of giving people an
opportunity to explore their surroundings
and experience Joshua Tree National Park.
This is the second event they’ve hosted with
the Single Marine Program.

“We were fortunate enough to be able to
work with the military,” Cram said. “We got
in touch with Penny Moore and offered this
opportunity for people to come out to Joshua
Tree National Park and do something that
can be very [fun].

“Our support group is so strong, even if
you're frightened of heights, it is just amaz-
ing to be able to come out,” Cram added.

The SMP hosts events like this to allow
Marines access to the surrounding areas of
Twentynine Palms.

“I think it’s important for them to have
access,” said Lance Cpl. Niccolo Bonomo, rec-
reation attendant, SMP. “They don’t have to
be so grounded, and these events give them -

PFC MEDINA AYALA-LO

afc};lan;euzo go out and mingle, or meet some 14 ines with the Single Marine Program listen to Carrie Dagher, guide, Joshua Tree Uprising, instruct them on the proper proce-
of the folks out in town. dure for securing a rope to a harness during a rock-climbing event at Joshua Tree National Park, Sunday. Joshua Tree Uprising

For information on any future events con- f in 1 hei h ili N I h
tact the SMP at (760) 830-8454. was founded in 1999 and their reach spans to military organizations all over the country.
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November 23, 1960
By Observation Post

Base Order has Effect on Medicare Patients

The purpose of the Medicare Program is to
provide hospitalization and doctors’ services
from civilian sources when local govern-
ment medical facilities or government pro-
fessional services are inadequate or absent.
When either adequate government facilities
or government services are locally available,
Medicare benefits are not authorized in place
of these facilities or services.

Military dependents now receiving medi-
cal care of any type from civilian physicians,
including obstetrical care, under the provi-
sions of the Medicare Program, are effect-
ed by the recent base order (as quoted on
this page), governing the medical practice
of Naval Medical Officers attached to this
base.

Dependents may exercise free choice of
doctor by continuing their care with their
care assumed by te Naval Medical Officers
on duty at this base. By prior arrangement
with the administrator of the Thomas H.
Ince Memorial Hospital, all necessary in-pa-
tient care may be provided now at this hospi-

now desire to have their care assumed by
Naval doctors are advised to so notify their
present civilian doctor and ask that their med-
ical records be forwarded to the Officer-in-
charge of the Family Clinic, Station Hospital,
U.S. Marine Corps Base, Tewntynine Palms,
Calif. Any dependent who desires to have
their care continued by Naval doctors, in so
doing, will incur no additional expense. The
provisions of the Medicare bill allow the civil-
ian doctor to be compensated for the care
provided up to the time that his services are
discontinued.

In as much as the minimum charge of $25
tfor dependents receiving benefits from the
Medicare Program is applied to the costs of
hospitalization, and not to the doctor’s fee,
the dependent must continue to pay this
charge in the event of either choice.

As of November 21, 1960, dependents,
living in this area with their sponsor, elect-
ing medical care by a local civilian physician
must bear the expense of all doctors’ fees
so incurred. However, non-availability state-
ments (Medicare Permit) will be issued for

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

M

HUDSON RANDAL TUCHER
Born on: Oct. 18, 2014
Born to: Michael and Daisy Tucker

SEAN MICHAEL RIVAS
Born to: Oct. 15, 2014

Born to: Ryan and Jacqueline Rivas

BENJAMIN BARRY BENSON
Born on: Oct. 31, 2014
Born to: Bryce
and Samantha Benson

KYLIE ELAINE MILLER
Born on: Oct. 31, 2014
Born to: Amber and Kyle Miller

JACKSON CONNOR NAVES
Born on: Nov. 1, 2014
Born to: Adam and Rebecca Naves

MAHKIAN ANDREW ROBBINS
Born on: Oct. 29, 2014

tal by Marine Corps Base.
\ Any dependent who for any reason may

local hospitalization cost.

J

CROSSWORD

Born to: Isiah and Addie Robbins
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OFF-LIMITS

ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to

all military personnel.

In Oceanside:

- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

In San Diego:

- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.

- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.

- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:

- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.

- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following

locations.

In Twentynine Palms:

- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.

- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.

- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:

- Yucca Tobacco Matt, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Matt, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:

- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.

- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Centet’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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Rafael

> Shooting is one thing that I enjoy. Just
going out and shooting, you get to learn about
different weapons and get a feel for what you like
versus what other people like.

> Shooting is like bodybuilding in my
opinion. Certain routines in weight lifting work
better for some people. Not all guns work the
same way but they all function in the end.

> | also like to volunteer. I joined the Marine
Corps to help people and to experience things
that I can tell a story about later.

> | get a sense of fulfillment from volun-
teering and people appreciate the time you put
into it. You have to go to work every day, but
giving your free time to do something for other
people means a lot more.

> | am willing to do just about anything once.
In high school I did cheerleading. After cheer-
leading I focused on getting the results I wanted.
That is when I started bodybuilding.

> | like lifting weights because you can phys-
ically see the results of your work. Just by doing
the simple thing of taking a weight and repeatedly
lifting it.

> It is so simple and yet so complex, because
when you get into what you have to eat or how
you are lifting, it can change the results of your
workout.

> It is also complex because you have to learn
anatomy and your nutrition. You need to learn
what is too much for your body to handle and
what is too little.

> Certain routines work better for other
people, so when I see a buddy of mine at the gym
I’ll do his work out to see how well it works for
me.

> | enjoy working arms at the gym more
because you can see your results from the work-
out the fastest. You see your arm get swollen and
feel it almost right after you finish.

> Getting a good workout makes the day
seem better. If I don’t go or I get a bad workout

Snydersville, Pennsylvania

Information Systems. Age: 20

in, I feel bad the rest of the day. I want to progress
myself.

> | want to try being in a strength competition
one day. Right now I am setting up my routine.
After I get a good start up I want to go for it.

> The great thing about working out is that
there is always competition. There will always be
someone faster than me, stronger than me, and
that’s a good thing. It makes me want to work
harder to be better than them.

> Being a Marine is a lifestyle. Weight lifting

Special intelligence system admin-
istrator, G-6 Communications and

When Fernandez lived in
Pennsylvania his neigh-
bor would teach him a
few things about playing
the guitar or skiing. In
return, Fernandez taught
him different things on
eating right and body-
building.

is one of the ways that I continue to make myself
a better Marine.

> Even though we are all Marines, we are
still our own person. I am going to be my own
person so I can reach my goals.

> | plan on re-enlisting and going into
[Marine Security Guard] or lateral moving into
an [Military Occupational Specialty| that is not
Intelligence. However, when I get out of the
Marine Corps I want to go into law enforce-
ment.

Interview and photo by Lance Cpl. Thomas Mudd

Visit the official
MCAGCC

facebook page at
acem http://www.facebook.
com/the
combatcenter
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LEnter to win/!

One of our classifieds ads is FAKE!
Find the fake ad & be entered into a
drawing to win a PRIZE!

The “fake ad” will run weekly in the
Hi Desert Star, Desert Trail &
Observation Post newspapers. All
entries for that week must be
received by 5 p.m the following
Monday. Winners will be notified
each Tuesday.

1. Circle Ad in your paper.
2. Bring or mail into our office.
3. You'll be entered to win!

For more info, call our office at
760-365-3315 or 760-367-3577.

Limit 1 winner per household per month. Winners must be 18 years or older.

THIS & EVERY SUNDAY
THROUGH DECEMBER 28TH

Congratulations to last weeks winner:
Jim Brans

CONTEST SPONSORED BY: MATCH QUARTERS & WIN

$10 IN FREE PLAY, $250,
$5,000 OR EVEN $100,000!

GET A SCRATCH CARD FROM CLUB 29 PRIOR TO 5rv

®Cranial - Sacral

¢La Stone
¢ Pediatric / Prenatal
¢ Raindrop Technique
¢ Pet Massage Classes
Excellence Mobile Massage
Teri Trent - Certified Massage Therapist
Reiki Practitioner, Yoga Instructor

"
760.819.1594
ad

By appointment only
Gift Certificates Available

Always

10% OFF
Military
Discount!

TortoiseRockCasino.com
73829 Baseline Road, Twentynine Palms CA 92277

Management reserves the right to alter or cancel a promotion at any time.

Some restrictions may apply. See Club 29 for details. Must be 18+. ﬁ , u t

*limited supply.

TORTOISE ROCK

s ol night here.




A4 NovemBrr 14, 2014

OBSERVATION Post

15th MEU conducts ve

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SGT. EMMANUEL RAMOS

MARINE CORPS
BASE CAMP
PENDLETON,
Calif. — After being
briefed by their pla-
toon commander,
Cpl. Jose W. Delgado
gathered his Marines
around a terrain
model to go over his
squad’s mission.

“There’s noth-
ing routine about
this, gents,” said

Delgado, squad lead-
er, Battalion Landing
Team 3rd Battalion,
1st Marine Regiment,
15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit.
“We’re the main
effort on this. There’s
a lot of moving parts
so try to keep up.”

This was the scene
as Marines with Lima
Co., BLT 3/1, 15th
MEU began prepara-
tions for a raid exer-
cise during a week-
long vertical-assault
training course aboard
Marine Corps Base
Camp  Pendleton,
Calif., Oct. 31.

The course is
designed to give
Marines asolid undet-
standing on how
vertical-assault mis-
sions are conducted
while deployed as the
Helicopter Company
with the 15th MEU.

“This training
makes us Dbetter,”
said Sgt. Andrew
McGinty, a squad
leader with Lima
Co., BLT 3/1, 15th
MEU. “The instruc-
tors are throwing us
real-life  scenarios
with buildings and
key terrain that we
may be encounter-
ing, with regards to
what’s going on in
the world.”

Students in the
course first received
lessons on the capa-
bilities of the air-
craft they could use
in a vertical-assault

operation. They also
learned about over-
coming hurdles, like
improvised explosive
devices and handling
casualties, they may
encounter when con-
ducting a raid.

In these scenarios
instructors preached
that immediate
actions make the dif-
ference between suc-
cess and failure.

“Your key leaders
can’t be with you at
all times, so in order
for the mission to
get accomplished
you have to rely on
the individual actions
of all the Marines,
down to the simple
rifleman,” McGinty
said. “The squad
leader is going to be
tasked out to do dif-
ferent things, as well
as team leaders, so
it really falls on the
individual actions
of the most junior
Marines to make the
right decision.”

After  receiving
classes, platoon com-
manders were given
their orders and pla-
toon sergeants had
a few hours to brief
and prepare their
Marines.

“This is the most
crucial part of what
we do. This is where
it all starts,” Delgado
said. “[The Marines]
have to understand
what’s going on, and
how they fit into it.
Once they get that,
they can get into
the mindset and we
do rehearsals until
it becomes muscle
memory.”

Fresh from com-
pleting a raid-leaders
training course, Sgt.
Joshua Germond, a
platoon sergeant with
Lima Co., provided
his squad with valu-
able knowledge that
helped them iron out

ANNUAL COMMUNITY
PRAYER BREAKFAST
in Honor of Bob Burke

November 21, 2014
7:30 - 9:00 a.m.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Lt. Gen. (Ret.) William G. Boykin

Joshua Springs Thunderdome
57373 Joshua Lane, Yucca Valley, CA 92284

$15 PER PERSON -~

$100 TABLE OF 8

RSVP -760/365-0769

BE PREPARED

Subscribe or Renew Early
to your favorite local

newspapers and receive a
FREE First aid Travel Kit*
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Marines with Lima Company, Battalion Landing Team 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit, disembark from a CH-53E Super Stallion while conducting a vertical-assault raid course
aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Oct. 29.
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Marines with Lima Company, Battalion Landing Team 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit, use ladders to breach a fence during a vertical-assault raid course aboard Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Oct. 29.

Marines with Lima Company, Battalion Landing Team 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit, sweep through a training area during a vertical-assault raid course aboard Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Oct. 29.
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Medical Marijuana Resource Center
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Come see retired cardiovascular surgeon,
*Must be picked up

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

People you know, news you can trust

Doctor Paul Ironside,
every Wednesday from 10:00am thru 3:00pm
and 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 3:00pm thru 7:00pm

55940 Twentynine Palms #1, Yucca Valley, CA. 92284

(In Valley Plaza on the West end of town directly past
Triangle Liquor across from Woods Automotive.)

760.218.2972

at our offices

The Desert Trail

(760) 365-3577
6396 Adobe Road
29 Palms, CA 92277
www.deserttrail.com

Hi-Desert Star

(760) 365-3315

56445 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
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rtical-assaulit training

wrinkles in their tactics.

“It definitely gave us a leg up,”
Germond said. “I trained my
guys how to set up blocking posi-
tions and assault support securi-
ty, so we came ready to build on
that and get better.”

During the course Marines
learned two types of raids; off-
set and hard-hit raids. An offset
raid inserts Marines away from
their target and allows them to
tactically make their way to the
objective, versus a hard-hit raid
that where Marines land directly
on their objective..

“The Marines did well,”
McGinty  said.  “[Military
Operations in Urban Terrain]

and raids are a difficult beast.
A lot of these Marines have less
than two years in [the Marine
Corps], so there is a bit of a learn-
ing curve. Doing it to the level
that [Expeditionary Operations
Training Group| wants us to be
at is new for them, but they’re
adapting well.”

To add to the realistic training,
platoons were given new intelli-
gence that would affect their raid
minutes before their raid exercise
began.

“Realistically, this is what’s
going to happen,” Germond said.
“It kind of threw us off a little, but
that’s why we do them now, so
we’re prepared when it happens.”

After each raid exercise, pla-
toon commanders and squad
leaders were briefed by instruc-
tors on their actions and given
direction on how to improve.

“The raids got progressively
harder, but they give us the oppor-
tunity to take what we learned
and apply it,” McGinty said.

For their final exercise, Marines
conducted an offset night raid,
inserting three kilometers away
from their objective. Under
the cover of darkness, Marines
moved clandestinely into posi-
tion to assault a simulated enemy
position. After laying down sup-
pressive machinegun and mortar
fire, the Marines swiftly swept

through the town and accom-
plished their mission.

“There was a big difference
between our first raid and our
last raid,” Germond said. “They
wetre more vocal, and made deci-
sive decisions.”

As the week-long training
came to a close, Marines walked
away with newfound knowledge
and stronger confidence in each
other.

“This has been instilled in
them by us and the instructors,”
Germond said. “You’re going to
see this training pay off as we
continue to do our training to
deploy. We’re better off now,
and it shows.”
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Marines with Lima Company, Battalion Landing Team 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment, 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, coordinate an assault on a target
during a vertical-assault raid course aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton,

Calif., Oct. 29.
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Marines with Lima Company, Battalion Landing Team 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment, 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, boost a Marine over a wall during a
vertical-assault raid course aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.,

Oct. 29.
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Curation Center honors Native
American Heritage Month

BY DR. JOHN HALE, ARCHEOLOGIST, NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION

President Barack
Obama recently
signed a proclamation
designating the month
of November, 2014,
as Native American
Heritage Month, a
tradition that dates
back to 1990, when
President George
Bush signed the first
proclamation. While
1990 may seem recent,
every president since
Gerald Ford desig-
nated a day, a week,
or 2 month in honor
of our country’s
Native  Americans.
On the 500th anni-
versary of the arriv-
al of Christopher
Columbus to the
western hemisphere,
President Bush pro-
claimed 1992 to be the
Year of the American
Indian. Though the
recognition was bitter-
sweet to many Native
Americans, for many
others it was a time
to celebrate Native
American culture and
their historical legacy.

The tradition, how-
ever, goes back much
further, to 1916, when

Charles  Whitman,
governor of New
York, designated

the second Saturday
in May in honor of
Native Americans.
Like the rest of
the Americas, what
is now the Combat

Center was occu-
pied by Native
Americans when

the first Europeans
arrived.  When Col.
Henry Washington
of the United States
Surveyor  General
of California came
through the Morongo
Basin to survey the

San Bernardino
Baseline, he encoun-
tered members of
the Chemehuevi
nation camped next
to a natural, flowing
spring. He named
the site using the
Chemehuevi word,

'Native A

lands that make up
the Combat Center,
including the Agua
Caliente Band of
Cahuilla Indians, the
Chemehuevi Indian
Tribe, the Colorado
River Indian Tribes,
the Fort Mojave

the year, maintaining
a continuous cycle
known as seasonal
rounds.

They lived in small
bands, based primari-
ly on familial ties, and
the size of the group
would vary accord-

cool, they ventured
back into the desert,
where they exploit-
ed other resources,
such as the mesquite
beans that grew on
the huge mesquite
bosques near what is
now the installation’s

e

merican
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“mar-rah,”  which
means “land of lit-
tle water.” Today,

the Oasis of Mara
remains an important
focal point for the
local community.

The  boundaries
between the lands
claimed by the Native
Americans were not
always a clear line on
a map, as we assume
it was today.

Instead, seven dif-
ferent groups have
an affiliation with the

Indian Tribe, the
Morongo Band of
Mission Indians, the
San Manuel Band of
Mission Indians, and
the Twentynine Palms
Band of Mission
Indians. During pre-
historic times, the
Native Americans in
the area maintained
fluid groups so they
could quickly and
efficiently adapt to
the vagaries of des-
ert weather.  They
traveled throughout

ing to the abundance
of food available
during that season
or year. During the
hot summer months
they moved up into
higher  elevations,
such as areas sur-
rounding Big Bear or
Idyllwild, where they
hunted deer and big-
horn sheep, and col-
lected acorns, pinyon
pine nuts, and other
available fruits, bet-
ries, and nuts. Once
the weather turned

main gate, as well as
around the Deadman
Dry Lake playa near
Camp Wilson, and
Surprise Spring, a
naturally flowing
spring located just
west of the Strategic
Expeditionary
Landing Field.

The Native

Americans lived com-
fortably in the harsh
desert environment,
thanks to their per-
fectly adapted life-
style.

The Combat
Center’s Archeology
and  Paleontology
Curation Center,
located in Building
1091, serves as a
repository for the
archeological  arti-
facts excavated from
prehistoric ~ Native
American sites from
all over the Combat
Center. In addition,
it boasts newly ren-
ovated displays, cou-
pled with a Cultural
Heritage  Garden,
which  features a
self-guided tour high-
lighting desert plants
used by the Native
Americans for various
purposes.

The Curation
Center provides a
great opportunity to
learn more about the
Native Americans
that lived and flour-
ished in the Mojave
Desert before the
arrivals of the first
Europeans. The
Curation Center
1s open to visitors
from 8 a.m. to 4p.m.,
Monday  through
Thursday, and on
Fridays by appoint-
ment. For groups
of over six, please
call ahead to 830-
1196, to arrange for
a more personal tour
of the displays and
gardens.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
" | 56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
b (760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel ;-
CMch of GoF(,:I :

Worship Service -
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org
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59077 Yucca Trail,
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DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care
29 Palms * 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

To All Christians Concerned

I know this is a tall order, but is anyone
looking for casual fellowship over coffee
who is a 5-point Calvinist? Amillennial?
Doesn’t believe in literal Sabbath-keeping,
mandatory tithing, paedobaptism, or the
health/wealth gospel? Believes Mat. 24 is

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms

Pastor Titus R. Burns

Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

““Ihe will 0/ Sod will
never labe you where

the grace 0/ Sod will

By EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday School & Eucharist ~ 10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation ~ 9:00 am

Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am
Vicar, Peggy Ventris
“Celebrating God's love for all God's Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC)

www.stmartinschurch29.org

(760) 367-7133

fulfilled? Believes we are not the Romans | | . . . b))
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
7 man or part old man and part new man? one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of HO//OI“O/QC/yOU
If SO, call me at 760-365-6901. sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38
== St. Martin-In-The-Fields Yucca Valley Center for
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Spiritual Living 2%
Healing Lives & Building Dreams
Reverend Ron Scott
Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley
760-365-2205

yvcsl.org

@QJ&M %

Presbyterian Church
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Child Care

56750 Mountain View Trail
Yucca Valley

(760) 365-6331

R R —_ AT
2~ Good Shepherd ™
Lutheran Church
1 (Missouri Synod)
T WORSHIP SERVICE 9:00 AM
[§ SUNDAY SCHOOL/BIBLE CLASS 10:30 AM
“Living Under the Son”

59077 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
CHURCH: 365-2548
Preschool & Daycare: 369-9590
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This space available.
Call your advertising representative
today to place your services.

365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

We will be happy to help you set up
your ad so you can let the community
know when your services are held.

TOUGH MINDED

OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

successful business.

years and years.

community.

area.

The physical death of my friend John Hart
November 5 is a great loss to his family and
the entire Hi-Desert Community. John was a
good, good man. As many of you know, John
owned Hart’s Pest Control and he visited our
home every month for years. Thanks to John
we never had a problem.

Hart’s Pest Control has been a fixture in
our Hi-Desert Community since 1972. In fact,
John’s dad operated the business, then John,
and now his son (also named John) has taken
over the busy responsibilities of their highly

There will be a memorial celebration of
John’s life this Sunday, November 16, 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM at the Elk’s Lodge in
Twentynine Palms. You are invited to join us.

John’s physical death is a reminder to us
all that we have many, many businesses that
have flourished in our Morongo Basin for

We are not a “here today, gone tomorrow”
Rather we are a solid, well-
grounded citizenry that lives, loves, and
laughs day by day in our precious Hi-Desert

This column sponsored by:

Herbert and Gina Orban
Yucca Valley

Dr. Lou can be reached at

res19mxc@verizon.net

760-367-4627
800-995-1620
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HQBN Color Guard partakes
in Veterans’ Day assembly

OBSERVATION Post

PHOTOS BY LANCE CPL. THOMAS MUDD

USMC Retired, Col. Paul Cook, U.S. Congressman,

The students of Yucca
Valley Elementary
School say the Pledge
of Allegiance during the

: Veterans’ Day assembly,

™ Nov. 7. The pledge was
led by a member of the
student body.

gives a speech during the Veteran’s Day assembly at Lance Cpl. Carlos Morris, rifleman, Headquarters Battalion Color Guard, Combat Center, stands at parade
Yucca Valley Elementary Nov. 7. Cook talked about rest during the Yucca Valley Elementary School’s Veterans’ Day assembly, Nov. 7. The assembly has had

the importance of honoring our veterans that day.

TEODAY,

MARINE CORES

the color guard’s participation for the last four years.
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Thank you for serving our Country
and protecting our Freedom!

760-366-3791
WWW.CMCCD.EDU

@HEC

COPPER MOUNTAIN COLLEGE

Serving Twentynine Palms
for over 29 years

LARRY BRIGGS

REALTOR

5674 HISTORIC PLAZA « Twentynine Palms, CA 92277
Office: 760-367-5839 ¢ Fax (760) 367-5643

iofseng  LarryBriggsRealtor@yahoo.com Bms@

DAY
H|-Desert Physical

.fr’ Rehabllltahon Group Inc.§§

# Two Convenient Locations To Serve You:

56299 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, CA 760.369.1743
5930 Adobe Rd., Twentynine Palms, CA 760.367.1743

* PHYSICAL THERAPY
+ OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
+ SPEECH AND LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY

Hours:

Mon-Thur. 7:30AM-5PM « Fri. 7:30AM-4PM ::q » o
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www.hdprg.com &
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Troopsy

293 Dumosa Ave, Ste
YuccaValley, CA 9

(760) 369 7166
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hevrons Free

Cleaning

Russell Gibbs

Broker Associate
“Sell is My Name”
A s 51
Lic. #01127608

Financial Solutions
Custom Tailored for You

RARICK
FINANCIAL. GROUP

Investment and Tax Specialists
56913 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley

(on the corner of Sage & Yucca Tr. next to Denny’s)

760.228.1829 www.raricktax.com
st and
a'%r‘; Best
" Bwrxgem
in the
Morongo Basin|

(760] 365-0144 Hours:

6a.m.- 9 p.m-
56249129 Palms Hwy. Yucca Valley

WEEKDAYS
6'a.m.- 10/p-m.
Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Dinner

WEEKENDS
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Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Nov. 6.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CPL. CHARLES SANTAMARIA

Marines took a step into the past
as warfighters throughout the Marine
Corps’ history were given new life. One-
by-one, the Marines of old took to the
tield; walking, talking and dressing as they
were all those years ago. Combat Center
Marines wore the uniforms to recognize
different eras of the Marine Corps during
the annual Uniform Pageant at Lance
Cpl. Torrey L. Gray field, Nov.6.

This event is held during the week of
the Marine Corps birthday on November
10th, with this year marking the 239th
birthday of the Corps. The event began
with the uniform pageant and presenting
of the colors.

“The birthday is a time to celebrate
the history of our Corps and the legacy
of success in battle,” said Maj. Gen.
Lewis A. Craparotta, Combat Center
Commanding General.

Uniforms worn by Marines included
those in service during the war of 1812,
1898, World War I, World War II, the
Vietnam War, the Gulf War, Desert
Shield and Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom
I and 11, and the present-day Blue Dress
uniforms.

“It’s one of the greatest feelings
knowing that you can take part in honor-
ing Marines who paved the way for us to
be where we’re at today,” said Sgt. Phillip
Mitchell, motor transportation operator,
Headquarters Battalion. “I was portray-
ing Desert Storm and Desert Shield-era
Matrines ... You get to feel a little piece
of what it might have been to be a
Matine from a past generation.”

Elementary and middle-school stu-
dents from the Morongo Unified School
District also visited the base to watch the
pageant aboard the Combat Center. At
the end of the ceremony, children were
able to talk to role-players directly.

“Seeing the looks on the children’s
faces as they observe the uniform
[Pageant] in amazement is nice,” Mitchell
said. “Then you actually show them
the weapon, slide the bolt to the rear,
let them look down the sights, and this
look of excitement comes across their
face ... Somewhere down the road they
may wear the uniform and you see that
inspiration in that moment; the twinkle
in their eye.”

Each uniform presentation included a
detailed description of conflicts Matines
of that era served in. For some role-play-
ers, their part in the ceremony included
a little more than just marching. Marines
were given lines of dialogue such as
Marines singing parts of the Marine’s
Hymn from the 1800’s, a loud ‘Semper
Fidelis!” from the WW Il-era Marine,
or the Marine from the Vietnam-era
dodge-rolling and aiming through his
sights on the way to his position on the
field to capture the audience.

“There are Marines right now serv-
ing around the globe. In fact there’s
hundreds of Marines from the [Combat
Center] serving, many of them in harm’s
way. Whether they’re in a combat out-
post, protecting a U.S. embassy or some-
where on a ship at sea, every one of
them will take a moment on or around
November 10th to reflect on the history
of our Corps and what it means to serve
as a Marine,” Craparotta said. “[For
those| wearing the uniform today, it is
important that we remind ourselves that
we have an obligation to live up to the
legacy of the Marines who came before
us.”

A cake-cutting ceremony was also
featured during the event which signifies
the passing on of tradition from the old-
est Marine in attendance to the youngest.
The oldest Marine in attendance was
retired Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Ray V.
Wilburn, 95, who passed on the piece of
cake to the youngest Marine present, Pvt.
Brandon Munguia, 18, student, Matine
Corps  Communication-Electronics
School.

“Being given this opportunity to be
part of this tradition gave me a huge
sense of honor,” Munguia said. “The
pride I felt was almost indescribable.
Seeing someone who has served for so
long in the Marine Corps and hearing
some of his stories gave me something to
look forward to in my career.”

The title that Marines throughout the
Corps’ history have earned with sacri-
fice and fierce warfighting is passed on
through 239 years of service to the cur-
rent generation of Marines. In that way,
those who came before are honored and
live through the Marines who wear the
uniform today.

Lance Cpl. Carlos Morris, administration specialist,
Headquarters Battalion, stands in position equipped
with the uniform and rifle used by Marines in 1775
during the uniform pageant at Lance Cpl. Torrey L.
Gray Field, Nov. 6. Marines were given lines of dia-

i logue, such as Marines singing parts of the “Marines’

) Hymn” from the 1800s, a loud ‘Semper Fidelis!’
Pfc. Katelynn Jenks, ammunition technician, Central Magazine Area, Headquarters Battalion, stands at from the WW ll-era Marine, or the Marine from the
parade rest next to Lance Cpl. Eric Owens, administration specialist, HQBN, and represent the current gen- Vietnam-era dodge-rolling and aiming down his sights
eration of Marine Corps uniforms in Blue Dress and digital camouflage during the uniform pageant at Lance on the way to his position on the field, to capture the
audience.

Maj. Gen. Lewis A. Craparotta, Combat Center Commanding General, cuts the
first piece of the birthday cake with the Mameluke Sword during the uniform pag-
eant and cake-cutting ceremony at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Nov. 6. The
oldest Marine in attendance was retired Sgt. Maj. Ray V. Wilburn, 95, who passed
on the first piece of cake to Pvt. Brandon Munguia, 18, student, Marine Corps
Communication-Electronics School.

-

Combat Center Marines line up in preparation for the uniform pageant at Lance
Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field, Nov. 6. Uniforms worn by Marines included those in
service during the War of 1812, 1898, World War |, World War I, the Vietnam
War, the Gulf War, Desert Shield and Desert Storm, Operation Iragi Freedom,
Operation Enduring Freedom | and Il, and the present-day Blue Dress uniforms.
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Combat Center Even

MCCS is scheduled to host the first Military Kids
Birthday Bash at Bldg. 1004, Nov. 19. The event is
designed to give children a glimpse of the traditions
of a Marine Corps ball. For more information call 760-
830-3818

The Sandy Hill Lanes Bowling Center is hosting
turkey bowling on Nov. 22. Registration is open until
Nov. 21. For more information call 760-830-3910.

Mameluke’s Pub is hosting the Battle of the Units
Competition from October through December. With
every drink purchased, a chip is put into a jar with the
respected unit of the buyer. For more information call
760-830-6922.

Liberty Call

A ‘Coping with work and family stress’ workshop
is scheduled to be held in bldg. 1530 every Tuesday
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., and Thursdays from 9 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m. For more information call 760-830-6345.

The Semper Fit home school physical education pro-
gram is scheduled for every Tuesday and Thursday in
the month of November at Felix Field and the hobby
shop. Archery will be conducted at the field and wood
working at the hobby shop. Children aged 5 to 9 are
scheduled from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. and ages 10-17 are
scheduled 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. All home school children
are welcome. For more information call 760-830-
8421.

sunset Cinema

Friday, Nov. 14

6 p.m.—Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible,
No Good Very Bad Day, PG

8 p.m.—The Judge, R

11:30 p.m.—Annabelle, R

Saturday, Nov. 15

10:30 a.m.—Brave, PG

12:30 p.m.—The Boxtrolls, PG

3 p.m.—The Maze Runner, PG-13
5:30 p.m.—The Equalizer, R

8:30 p.m.—The Judge, R

11:30 p.m.—Dracula Untold, PG-13

Sunday, Nov. 16

12 p.m.—The Book Life 3-D, PG

2 p.m.—The Boxtrolls 3-D, PG
4:30 p.m.—The Best of Me, PG-13
7:30 p.m.—Fury, R

Monday, Nov. 17
6 p.m.—The Good Lie, PG-13

Tuesday, Nov. 18
5 p.m.—The Book Life 3-D, PG
7:30 p.m.—The Maze Runner, PG-13

Wednesday, Nov. 19
5 p.m.—The Equalizer, R
8 p.m.—Annabelle, R

Thursday, Nov. 20
5 p.m.—The Boxtrolls, PG
7:30 p.m.—The Maze Runner, PG-13

Friday, Nov. 21

6 p.m.—The Best of Me, PG-13
8:30 p.m.—Dracula Untold, PG-13
11 p.m.—Fury, R

Visit the official
MCAGCC
facebook page at
achM http://www.facebook.
com/the
combatcenter
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Nicole Kidman’s an amnesiac

damsel in distress

NEIL POND

“Before I Go To Sleep”

Starring Nicole Kidman, Colin Firth
and Mark Strong

Directed by Rowan Joffe

Rated R

“Who are you?” asks Nicole Kidman’s char-
acter, Christine, in the opening scene to the man
she’s just woken up next to in the bed.

It’s not a particularly unique movie situation—a
lot of characters have found themselves in hazy
morning-after scenarios. But in Christine’s case,
she really, truly has no idea: She has a form of
amnesia that makes her wake up every day total-
ly blank about everything that happened the day
before—and every day before that.

“You store up information for a day, and when
you wake up in the morning, it’s all gone,” her
husband of 14 years, Ben (Colin Firth) explains
to her, and to us. We also learn, through Ben, that
Christine’s memory loss was due to the head trau-
ma of a terrible automobile accident, 10 years ago.

But was it? That’s only one of the questions that
soon begin to pile up in director Rowan Joffe’s
adaptation of British author S.J. Watson’s bestsell-
ing psychological thriller. Why doesn’t Christine
trust Ben? Why does she have flashbacks of an
airport hotel room, a violent assault by a man with
a scar, and a woman named Claire? Why does her
psychologist, Dr. Nasch (Mark Strong), insist on
seeing her without Ben’s knowledge, often in his
parked car in a damp, underground garage?

Each morning, Christine receives a call from Dr.
Nasch, instructing her to retrieve a digital camera
from its hiding place in her closet. She watches the
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recording(s) she’s made on it previously, as her
memories painfully, partially begin to rebuild again
bit by bit every day. Suspicions mount, secrets are
revealed, and things turn out to be different from
what they seem—and from what Christine has
been led to believe.

To say more would spoil the surprises (although
probably not to anyone who’s read the book). But
fans of contemporary mystery-suspense thrillers
will get a kick out of following the twists and turns,
and of cheering on Christine as she struggles to
piece together her life from the scattered, shat-
tered shards of her past—not to mention the even
greater, bloodier struggle she faces in the movie’s
final act.

Kidman has become quite adept in roles that
suggest a certain physical frailty and vulnerability,
especially when it can be stoked into wounded
fury and ferocity. She evokes the audience’s total
sympathies as Christine, not only operating in a
memory vacuum, starting every day from scratch,
but also seemingly being manipulated by those
she’s come to trust. Firth and Strong, two terrific
actors, only have one brief scene and one snippet
of dialogue together, but they weave the tangled,
mangled web of dramatic tension from which the
entire movie is suspended.

Released just as Hollywood prepares to launch a
barrage of box-office fall and winter heavy hitters,
Before I Go To Sleep will likely get lost in the shuf-
fle of bigger, flashier movies. It’s a little slow to
get going, it sags and drags it bit in the middle, and
its heavy-handed ending seems stitched on from a
hammy, leftover Nicholas Sparks project. But for
anyone who wants a stylish, somewhat brutal, Brit-
centric bedtime story about deception, danger and
Nicole Kidman in distress, well, sleep tight!
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flickr

Hey Combat Center fans — Spread the word!
The Combat Center has its own Flickr photo and
video streams. Find them at http://www.flickr.
com/thecombatcenter.

B6 Novemsrr 14, 2014

Hey Combat Center fans — Spread the word!
The Combat Center has its own

YouTube channel. Find it at http://www.you-
tube.com/user/
Combat CenterPAO.

Join the online community Facebook

. e ihian Visit the official MCAGCC facebook page at http://
Vot s ot www.facebook.com/thecombatcenter i facebock.comthecombatcenter
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